
June 2012 Flooding Event
• Impacts public and private infrastructure
• Citizens, visitors and employees
• Public Safety top priority

– Dispatch processed over 1400 calls between 
midnight and 4am today. 

– Morning call volume close to normal. 

• Public Works – Infrastructure significant 
concern, focus of this presentation

• Primary focus on St. Louis County, 
however include information provided by 
Floodwood, Hermantown & Proctor



St. Louis County Infrastructure Status Report
June, 2012 Flooding Event

Thursday, June 21, 2012



I. Current Status
1. Geographically, this event has affected over 3000 

square miles within St. Louis County.

2. 670 miles of paved highways and 760 miles of 
gravel road have been affected.

3. 78 roads are currently closed, 9 of which are 
critical arterials or major collectors (see handout.)

4. Many shoulder washouts on paved roadways and 
gravel roads that will require re-graveling. Roads 
remain passable and are well marked, but will 
require extensive repair.

5. The status of the highway network is constantly 
changing at this time.



II. Preliminary Cost Estimates
1. Costs are preliminary estimates:

- Water has not receded enough to make a full
assessment. 

- Difficult to ascertain subsurface damages, which can 
be more significant than surface damage. 
- We expect more sites will be identified or will develop 
as flood passes through watersheds (we are 
monitoring).

1. At this time we have identified $12 million in repair 
costs at specific sites, most involving culvert and bridge 
repairs or replacements.

2. An additional $12 million in system wide pavement, 
shoulder and gravel surface repairs will be required.

3. $3 million will be required for design and construction 
engineering.



Current Major St. Louis County Highway Closures as of June 21, 2012

Road # Road Name From To

5 Highway 5 CSAH 29 Swan Lake Rd. (CR 165)

6 Maple Grove Midway Rd. Lindahl Rd.

6 Maple Grove Rd. TH 33 White Pine River

7 Industrial Rd. TH 33 Swan Lake Rd. (CSAH 47)

13 Midway Rd. Midway River Midway River

29 Highway 29 TH 73 Sokol Rd. (CR 731)

31 Twin Lakes Drive At Stoney Brook At Stoney Brook

37 Jean Duluth Rd At Lester River At Lester River

44 Highway 44 Petrel Cr Petrel Cr

100 Highway 100 Palo Rd. Trigstad Rd.









































Final Thoughts
• We are thankful that no major injuries or fatalities have occurred. 
• Drivers are urged to use caution. Conditions are continually changing. 

Please follow traffic control measures.
• The Cities of Duluth, Hermantown, Proctor and Floodwood have been hit 

extremely hard. 
• Townships are combating similar issues on their systems. 
• Uncharacteristically, Mn/DOT’s highways have been adversely affected. 
• Counties of Aitkin, Carlton, Cook, Lake and St. Louis have been declared 

areas of peacetime emergency.
• Significant impacts to rail system still being assessed, especially significant 

to our mining industry. 
• Outstanding and unselfish efforts of our public employees have shown the 

way through this crisis.
• With the support of the state and federal government we can complete 

the task.
• Despite flooding impacts, we are open for business and visitors. 



Thank You
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