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2015 Budget Summary2015 Budget Summary
• $6 million budget challenge
• Fund debt service for strategic investments approved in 2013 bond• Fund debt service for strategic investments approved in 2013 bond 

sales
– Renovations to Government Services Center
– Necessary upgrades to Northeast Regional Corrections Center (NERCC)y pg g ( )

• Absorb increased costs of doing business, including salaries
• Address state and federal revenues below actual program costs, 

reallocation of Taconite Production Tax proceeds
• Position the county for the future

– Strategic investments in public safety 
– Continue the strategy to reduce reliance on state aids
– Permanently fund innovative and prevention program investments

• Minimize reliance on property taxes, maximize alternate revenue 
sources and targeted use of reserves
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St. Louis County’s 
d d2015 Proposed Budget

• Spending: the following compares the County’s 2014 budget 
with the County’s proposed 2015 budget:

2014 Budget 2015 Proposed Budget Change 2014‐2015

$319 550 337 $338 109 985

• Taxes: the following compares the portion of the property tax 
levied in St. Louis County to pay for county services in 2014 

$319,550,337 $338,109,985 $18,559,648

y p y y
with a proposed property tax levy increase of 2.9% for 2015:

2014 Levy 2015 Proposed Levy Change 2014‐2015

• Individual taxpayer impacts will vary, but an overall increase in 
property tax base will help offset the impact to taxpayers

$ 113,344,211  $      116,631,193  $ 3,286,982
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Introducing St. Louis County’s 
d l ( h h )Budget Explorer (through OpenGov)
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2015 Levy: 
Increases investment in public safety 
• Permanently funds public safety initiatives
• Support new medium security area and renovations at the Northeast 

Regional Corrections Center (NERCC)

Overall public safetyOverall public safety 
investment up 5% 
from 2014 to 
2015, levy funding 
up 6% or 
$1,456,915.$ , ,
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2015 Levy: 
Preserves road and bridge investments

Overall road 
and bridge 
investment up 
14%; levy 
s pport flat atsupport flat at 
$21,688,495.
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About the Transportation Sales TaxAbout the Transportation Sales Tax
• These new funds will: 

– keep our good roads good 
through preventative 

TST dollars are dedicated to county transportation 
needs, addressing needs across the entire county. 
This will mean new and additional projects. 

maintenance
– fix our worst pavement surfaces
– replace aging bridge structures 

that currently impede industry

p j

– provide improved safety for all 
users of the system

– improve transportation for all 
modes of travel

A i l d i i i i• As a regional destination, it is 
estimated that 30% of this 
revenue will be generated by 
non‐county residents, thereby 
reducing the burden on 
property tax payers
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2015 Levy: 
Preserves human services programming

Overall human 
services 
investment up 
4%; levy 

2%support up 2% 
or $568,058.
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2015 Levy: 
Supports financing of capital investments

St. Louis County Debt Service Levy
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Conclusion
For every $1 in property 
taxes, $0.15 goes to 
generalConclusion

• 2015 proposed 
levy increase of

general 
government, $0.32 to 
public safety, $0.18 to 
public works, $0.28 to 
human services andlevy increase of 

2.9% will invest in 
debt service,

human services and 
$0.07 to debt service. 

public safety and 
human services.

• 2015 proposed• 2015 proposed 
budget is 
$338,109,986.  

** includes Public Safety
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For more information: www.stlouiscountymn.gov/budget
and www.stlouiscountymn.gov/budgetexplorer
e budget@stlouiscountymn.gov p 218‐726‐2450
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