
 
                               COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AGENDA 
                     Board of Commissioners, St. Louis County, Minnesota 
 
                                                    January 12, 2016 
         Immediately following the Board Meeting, which begins at 9:30 A.M. 

                              Commissioners’ Conference Room, St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and/or non-controversial and will be 
enacted by one unanimous motion.  If a commissioner requests, or a citizen wishes to speak on an item on 
the consent agenda, it will be removed and handled separately. 
 
Minutes of January 5, 2016 
 
Environment & Natural Resources Committee, Commissioner Rukavina 
 1. Access Easement across State Tax Forfeited Land to James R. St. George, Fulda, Ziells, Hatecke 

(Unorganized Township 54-16)  [16-28] 
 2. A Thirty-Three (33) Foot Access Easement Across State Tax Forfeited Land for Access in the Plat 

of Wolf West (Morse Township)  [16-29] 
 3. A Sixty-Six (66) Foot Access Easement Across State Tax Forfeited Land for Access to the Plat of 

Wolf West (Morse Township)  [16-30] 
 
Public Works & Transportation Committee, Commissioner Stauber 
 4. Acquisition of Right of Way by Eminent Domain Proceedings for Sidewalk Construction on 
 CSAH 4 (Duluth)  [16-31] 
 5. Agreement for Wet Reflective Epoxy Edgeline Project (St. Louis, Aitkin, Carlton, Itasca and Lake 
 Counties)  [16-32] 
 
Finance & Budget Committee, Commissioner Nelson 
 6. Waiver of Ordinance No. 28, Section 11.05 – Billy’s (Rice Lake)  [16-33] 
  
Central Management & Intergovernmental Committee, Commissioner Jewell  
 7. New Job Class – Loss Control Manager and Reallocation of 1.0 FTE Loss Control Specialist 
 Senior to Loss Control Manager  [16-34] 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
REGULAR AGENDA: 
For items on the Regular Agenda, citizens will be allowed to address the Board at the time a motion is on 
the floor. 
 
Public Works & Transportation Committee, Commissioner Stauber 
1. Award of Bids on Projects in the 2016 Construction Program  [16-35] 
 A. Bridge Project on CR 185 (Toivola Township) 
  Resolution awarding a bridge replacement project on CR 185 to low bidder Redstone  
  Construction, LLC of Mora, MN 
 B. Culvert Replacement/Reclamation on CSAH 2, CR 259, 280 and 289 (City of Rice  
  Lake and Lakewood Township) 
  Resolution awarding a culvert replacement and reclamation project on CSAH 2, CR 259,  
  280 and 289 to low bidder Ulland Brothers, Inc. of Cloquet, MN.  
 
Central Management & Intergovernmental Committee, Commissioner Jewell 
1. County Veterans Service Officer Reappointment [16-36] 
 Resolution to reappoint Sherry Rodriguez as the County Veterans Service Officer. 



2. Committee Vacancy Appointment to the Planning Commission  [16-37] 
 Resolution to appoint Richard Cartier to the Planning Commission. 
3. Committee Vacancy Appointment to the Board of Adjustment  [16-38] 
 Resolution to appoint one new member to the Board of Adjustment. 
4. St. Louis County UOCAVA Election Board Appointments  [16-39] 

Resolution to appoint Lisa Sweet and Amy Gunderson as election judges on the UOCAVA Ballot 
Board. 

5. Revised St. Louis County Real Property Tax Abatement Policy and Rescinding Resolutions 
 No. 89-691 and 93-861  [16-40] 
 Resolution approving a revised St. Louis County Real Property Tax Abatement Policy and 
 rescinding Resolutions No. 89-691 and 93-861. 
 
RESOLUTIONS TABLED 
Tabled from December 1, 2015; requires majority vote to remove from table for consideration 
6. Request to Minnesota Department of Revenue to Reclaim Tax Forfeited Land Previously 
 Conveyed to Fredenberg Township 

Resolution requesting the Minnesota Department of Revenue to reclaim tax forfeited land free 
conveyed to Fredenberg Township. [15-543R]  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION ITEMS AND REPORTS: 
Commissioners may introduce items for future discussion, or report on past and upcoming activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADJOURNED: 
 
NEXT COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING DATES: 
January 26, 2016  Fayal Town Hall, 4375 Shady Lane, Eveleth, MN 
February 2, 2016  St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN 
February 9, 2016  City Council Chambers, 5105 Maple Grove Road, Hermantown, MN 
 
BARRIER FREE:  All St. Louis County Board meetings are accessible to the handicapped.  Attempts 
will be made to accommodate any other individual needs for special services.  Please contact St. Louis 
County Property Management (218-725-5085) early so necessary arrangements can be made. 
 



  

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
ST. LOUIS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
January 5, 2016 

 
Location: St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota 
 
Present: Commissioners Jewell, Boyle, Rukavina, Stauber, Nelson and Chair Raukar 
 
Absent: Commissioner Dahlberg 
 
Convened: Chair Raukar called the meeting to order at 1:41 p.m.   
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Nelson/Jewell moved to approve the consent agenda.  The motion passed. (6-0, Dahlberg absent)  
 

• Minutes of December 15, 2015 
• CY 2016 Contract for Service of Process for Child Support Cases [16-06] 
• CY 2016 Trauma Assessment and Family Treatment Program Contract with Human 

Development Center [16-07] 
• CY 2016 Employment Services for Persons with Developmental Disabilities [16-08] 
• CY 2016 Mental Health Contracts with Human Development Center [16-09] 
• CY 2016 Mental Health Contracts with Range Mental Health Center [16-10] 
• CY 2016 Out-of-Home and Day Treatment Contracts for Services to Families and Children [16-

11] 
• CY 2016 Out-of-State Contract for Residential Treatment Services to Families and Children [16-

12] 
• CY 2016 Detox and Hold Services Contracts [16-13] 
• Semi-Independent Living Services Contract with REM Arrowhead, Inc. for the Remainder of FY 

2016 [16-14] 
• Contract with CHB to Accept Community Wellness Grant Funds and Rescind Resolution No. 

15-494 [16-15] 
• Amend Zoning Ordinance No. 62, Zoning Map (White Township) [16-16] 
• Cancellation of Contract for Repurchase of State Tax Forfeited Land – Rother [16-17] 
• Authorization of Additional Work on Quote, Clearing Project on CSAH 9/4th Street (Duluth) 

[16-18] 
• Authorization to Apply for a Culvert Survey Grant – Phase IV [16-19] 
• Revocation and Establishment of Certain County State Aid Highways (Mountain Iron) [16-20] 
• Agreement with Lake County – 2016 State Aid Pavement Marking Project [16-21] 
• Sale of Surplus Fee Land – Clinton Township [16-22] 
• Abatement List for Board Approval [16-23]  

 
 
 
 
 



  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Public Works & Transportation Committee  
 
Stauber/Nelson moved to award a bid to KGM Contractors, Inc., Angora, MN, in the amount of 
$1,547,052.88 for Project: CP 0052-153455 TST, SAP 69-652-018, located on CSAH 52 from 0.3 miles 
west of CSAH 7 to TH 53, length 5.979 miles, Kelsey and Cotton Townships. [16-25]. The motion 
passed. (6-0, Dahlberg absent) 
 
Stauber/Nelson moved to award a bid to Ulland Brothers, Inc., of Cloquet, MN, in the amount of 
$704,600.00 for combined project: A.) CP 0108-279350 TST (Low) located on CSAH 108 (Lost Lake 
Road) from CSAH 16 to 0.75 miles south of CR 334 (East Barker Road), length 3.279 miles; B.) CP 
0315-279348 TST (Tied), CR 315 (Elbow Lake Road) from CR 452 (Iron Junction Road) to CSAH 101, 
length 3.835 miles; and C.) CP 0642-279346 TST (Tied) CR 642 (Hayes Road) from CSAH 5 to CSAH 
25, length 4.743 miles, Unorganized Township 57-16, Clinton and Great Scott Townships, and the City 
of Hibbing. [16-25]. The motion passed. (6-0, Dahlberg absent) 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Health & Human Service Committee  
 
Boyle/Rukavina moved to authorize the Public Health and Human Services Department to apply for a 
grant in the amount of $1.555 million to increase the network of respite service providers with training 
and experience to successfully service individuals with autism. [16-24]. St. Louis County Public Health 
& Human Services Director Ann Busche discussed the grant process. After further discussion, the 
motion passed. (6-0, Dahlberg absent) 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION ITEMS AND REPORTS 
 
Commissioner Nelson reported that the Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation Board (IRRRB) is 
putting together a six to eight person committee to identify agricultural expansion opportunities in 
Northern Minnesota and asked the Board for recommendations of people who would be interested in 
serving on the committee. 
 
Commissioner Rukavina said he visited a few resorts over the New Year’s weekend and many resort 
owners were appreciative of the ATV ordinance.  Commissioner Rukavina also discussed Mesabi 
Academy host county contract issues.             
 
Commissioner Boyle discussed the positive impact that Bentleyville has had on tourism and asked that 
the Board Chair write a letter of thanks to Mr. Bentley.   
 
Commissioner Nelson stated that the Minnesota Vikings won the North Division.   
 
At 2:10 p.m., Nelson/Boyle moved to adjourn the Committee of the Whole meeting.  The motion 
passed. (6-0, Dahlberg absent) 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Steve Raukar, Chair of the County Board 
 
 
________________________________________________ 
Phil Chapman, Clerk of the County Board 



BOARD LETTER NO. 16 - 28 
 

     ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 CONSENT NO. 1  

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.   

 
 
DATE: January 12, 2016 RE:  Access Easement across State 

Tax Forfeited Land to St. George, 
Fulda, Ziells, Hatecke 
(Unorganized Township 54-16) 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Mark Weber, Director 
  Land and Minerals 
 
  Donald Dicklich 
  County Auditor/Treasurer 
   
 
RELATED DEPARTMENTAL GOAL: 
Performing public services. 
        
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize a non-exclusive easement to James 
R. and Vicki L. St. George, David F. Jr. and Terry L. Fulda, Jerome and Catherine Ziells, 
and George and Louise A. Hatecke to cross state tax forfeited land in Unorganized 
Township 54-16. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
James R. and Vicki L. St. George, David F. Jr. and Terry L. Fulda, Jerome and Catherine 
Ziells, and George and Louise A. Hatecke are requesting an easement for an existing 
driveway which crosses state tax forfeited land to access private property. Two easement 
segments are 14 feet wide and 143.67 feet long in total, and the total area encumbered by 
the easement is 0.05 acre. Exercising the easement will not cause significant adverse 
environmental or natural resource management impacts, and will not conflict with public 
use of the land.   
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve a non-exclusive access 
easement across state tax forfeited land to James R. and Vicki L. St. George, David F. Jr. 
and Terry L. Fulda, Jerome and Catherine Ziells, and George and Louise A. Hatecke, for 
the amount of $44 land use fee, $50 administration fee and $46 recording fee; for a total of 
$140, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 
 



Access Easement across State Tax Forfeited Land to St. George, Fulda, Ziells, 
Hatecke (Unorganized Township 54-16) 

 
 

BY COMMISSIONER                                                                                            
 
 
 WHEREAS, James R. and Vicki L. St. George, David F. Jr. and Terry L. Fulda, 
Jerome and Catherine Ziells, and George and Louise A. Hatecke have requested an 
access easement across state tax forfeited land; and 
 
 WHEREAS, There are no reasonable alternatives to obtain access to the property; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, Exercising the easement will not cause significant adverse 
environmental or natural resource management impacts and will not conflict with public 
use of land; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4a authorizes the County Auditor to grant 
easements across state tax forfeited land for such purposes;  
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 
St. Louis County Auditor to grant a non-exclusive access easement to James R. and Vicki 
L. St. George, David F. Jr. and Terry L. Fulda, Jerome and Catherine Ziells, and George 
and Louise A. Hatecke, across state tax forfeited lands as described in County Board File 
_____. 
 
 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the granting of this easement is conditioned upon 
payment of $44 land use fee, $50 administration fee, and $46 recording fee; for a total of 
$140 to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 
  



Access Easement across State Tax Forfeited Land to St. George, Fulda, Ziells, 
Hatecke (Unorganized Township 54-16) 

 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION FOR ROADWAY EASEMENT 
 
 
An easement for roadway purposes lying over, under and across that part of the 
Southwest Quarter of Section 32, Township 54 North, Range 16 West of the Fourth 
Principal Meridian, St. Louis County, Minnesota, the centerline is described as follows: 
 
Commencing at the Northwest corner of Government Lot 3, Section 5, Township 53 North, 
Range 16 West; thence on an assumed bearing of North 89 degrees 19 minutes 46 
seconds East, along the north line of said Government Lot 3, said line also being the South 
line of said Southwest Quarter of Section 32, Township 54 North, Range 16 West for a 
distance of 23.35 feet to the centerline of an existing roadway as traveled, said point being 
the Point of Beginning of the easement herein described; thence North 70 degrees 39 
minutes 56 seconds West, along said centerline of an existing roadway for a distance of 47 
feet, more or less to the East line of the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter and there terminating. 
 
The sidelines of said easement are to be prolonged or shortened to terminate on the said 
south line of the Southwest Quarter and on the said East line of the Southwest Quarter of 
the Southwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter. 
 
AND 
 
Commencing at the Northwest corner of Government Lot 3, Section 5, Township 53 North, 
Range 16 West; thence on an assumed bearing of North 89 degrees 19 minutes 46 
seconds East, along the north line of said Government Lot 3, said line also being the South 
line of said Southwest Quarter of Section 32, Township 54 North, Range 16 West for a 
distance of 486.02 feet to the Point of Beginning of the easement herein described; thence 
North 00 degrees 40 minutes 14 seconds West 14.00 feet; thence North 89 degrees 19 
minutes 46 seconds East, along a line parallel with and distant 14.00 feet northerly of the 
said South line of the Southwest Quarter for a distance of 96.67 feet; thence South 00 
degrees 40 minutes 14 seconds East for a distance of 14.00 feet to the said South line of 
the Southwest Quarter; thence South 89 degrees 19 minutes 46 seconds West, along said 
South line of the Southwest Quarter for a distance of 96.67 feet to the Point of Beginning. 



EXHIBIT A



EXHIBIT B



St. Louis County Land & Minerals Department     Tax Forfeited Easements 

This drawing is neither a legally recorded map nor a survey 
and is not intended to be used as such.  This drawing is a 
compilation of recorded information and data located in  
various city, county,state and federal offices.  St.Louis  
County is not responsible for any incorrectness herein. 

St. Louis County 
Land and Minerals 

Department 

 

6th Commissioner District 

St. Louis County  
Minnesota 

State Tax Forfeited 

Easement 

Project location 

Affects parcel 305-0010-05220 





BOARD LETTER NO. 16 - 29 
 

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CONSENT NO. 2 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.   

 
 
DATE: January 12, 2016 RE:  A Thirty-Three (33) Foot 

Access Easement Across State 
Tax Forfeited Land for Access 
in the Plat of Wolf West (Morse 
Township) 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Mark Weber, Director 
  Land and Minerals 
 
  Donald Dicklich 
  County Auditor/Treasurer 
   
 
RELATED DEPARTMENTAL GOAL: 
Performing public services. 
        
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to impose an access easement across state 
tax forfeited land in Morse Township.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
The subdivision Plat of Wolf West, located on Wolf Lake in Morse Township, was 
created pursuant to Minnesota Session Laws, 2012, Chapter 236, Section 28, which 
authorizes St. Louis County to sell state tax forfeited shoreland parcels currently under 
lease, and directs that the parcels be surveyed, appraised and offered for sale to the 
current leaseholders.  
 
The plat is accessed from County Road 404 (Wolf Lake Road) which connects to State 
Highway 1. A separate easement is being requested to provide access from the Wolf 
Lake Road to the plat. An easement is required to provide access to lots 2 through 6, 
Block 2, using the existing driveway. The easement is 33 feet wide and 1,392 feet long 
for a total area of 1.1 acres. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve the imposing of an access 
easement across state tax forfeited land within the Plat of Wolf West.  



A Thirty-Three (33) Foot Access Easement Across State Tax Forfeited Land for 
Access in the Plat of Wolf West (Morse Township) 

 
 
 

BY COMMISSIONER: _____________________________________________                                    
 
 
 WHEREAS, Buyers of lots in the Plat of Wolf West must cross state tax forfeited 
land; and 
 
 WHEREAS, There are no reasonable alternatives to obtain access to the 
property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Exercising the easement will not cause significant adverse 
environmental or natural resource management impacts and will not conflict with public 
use of the land; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 507.47 and § 282.04, Subd. 4, authorizes the County 
Auditor to impose easements across state tax forfeited land for such purposes;  
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board authorizes 
the St. Louis County Auditor to impose an easement across state tax forfeited lands to 
access lots in the Plat of Wolf West as described in County Board File__________. 
 
  



A Thirty-Three (33) Foot Access Easement Across State Tax Forfeited Land for 
Access in the Plat of Wolf West (Morse Township) 

 
 
A 33 foot wide roadway easement over and across all that part of Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, 
Block 2, in the plat of WOLF WEST, in Section 6, Township 62 North, Range 13 West, 
St. Louis County, Minnesota, that lies within 16.5 feet on both sides of the following 
described centerline: 
 
Commencing at the Northwest corner of Lot 1, Block 2, in said plat of WOLF WEST; 
thence South 0 degrees 12 minutes 59 seconds West, assumed bearing along the west 
line of said Lot 1, a distance of 540.06 feet to the point of beginning; thence North 23 
degrees 15 minutes 47 seconds East, a distance of 148.81 feet to a tangential curve 
concave to the southeast; thence Northeasterly along said curve, with a radius of 200 
feet and a central angle of 30 degrees 53 minutes 37 seconds, for a distance of 107.84 
feet; thence North 54 degrees 09 minutes 24 seconds East, a distance of 243.27 feet to 
a tangential curve concave to the south; thence Easterly along said curve with a radius 
of 100.00 feet and a central angle of 64 degrees 20 minutes 59 seconds, for a distance 
of 112.31 feet; thence South 61 degrees 29 minutes 37 seconds East, a distance of 
73.74 feet to a tangential curve concave to the north; thence Easterly along said curve 
with a radius of 200.00 feet and a central angle of 33 degrees 50 minutes 47 seconds, 
for a distance of 118.15 feet; thence North 84 degrees 39 minutes 36 seconds East, a 
distance of 406.78 feet to Point “A”; thence North 8 degrees 15 minutes 24 seconds 
West, a distance of 49.97 feet to the West line of said Lot 5, Block 2 and there 
terminating. 
 
AND 
 
From Point “A”, run thence South 16 degrees 27 minutes 47 seconds East, a distance 
of 74.81 feet; thence South 4 degrees 40 minutes 28 seconds East, a distance of 56.83 
feet to the South line of said Lot 5, Block 2 and there terminating. 
 
Lot 1, subject to: 
 
A 33 foot wide roadway easement over and across all that part of Lot 1, Block 2, in the 
plat of WOLF WEST, in Section 6, Township 62 North, Range 13 West, St. Louis 
County, Minnesota, that lies within 16.5 feet on both sides of the following described 
centerline: 
 
Commencing at the Northwest corner of Lot 1, Block 2, in said plat of WOLF WEST; 
thence South 0 degrees 12 minutes 59 seconds West, assumed bearing along the west 
line of said Lot 1, a distance of 540.06 feet to the point of beginning; thence North 23 
degrees 15 minutes 47 seconds East, a distance of 148.81 feet to a tangential curve 
concave to the southeast; thence Northeasterly along said curve, with a radius of 200 
feet and a central angle of 30 degrees 53 minutes 37 seconds, for a distance of 107.84 
feet; thence North 54 degrees 09 minutes 24 seconds East, a distance of 95.62 feet to 
the East line of said Lot 1, Block 2 and there terminating. 
 
The sidelines of said easement are to be extended to and truncated by the West and 



East lines of said Lot 1. 
 
Lot 2, together with and subject to: 
 
A 33 foot wide roadway easement over and across all that part of Lots 1 and 2, Block 2, 
in the plat of WOLF WEST, in Section 6, Township 62 North, Range 13 West, St. Louis 
County, Minnesota, that lies within 16.5 feet on both sides of the following described 
centerline: 
 
Commencing at the Northwest corner of Lot 1, Block 2, in said plat of WOLF WEST; 
thence South 0 degrees 12 minutes 59 seconds West, assumed bearing along the west 
line of said Lot 1, a distance of 540.06 feet to the point of beginning; thence North 23 
degrees 15 minutes 47 seconds East, a distance of 148.81 feet to a tangential curve 
concave to the southeast; thence Northeasterly along said curve, with a radius of 200 
feet and a central angle of 30 degrees 53 minutes 37 seconds, for a distance of 107.84 
feet; thence North 54 degrees 09 minutes 24 seconds East, a distance of 243.27 feet to 
a tangential curve concave to the south; thence Easterly along said curve with a radius 
of 100.00 feet and a central angle of 50 degrees 14 minutes 12 seconds, for a distance 
of 87.68 feet to the East line of said Lot 2, Block 2 and there terminating. 
 
The sidelines of the portion of said easement lying within Lot 2, Block 2 are to be 
extended to and truncated by the East line of said Lot 2. The sidelines of the portion of 
said easement lying within Lot 1, Block 2 are to be extended to and truncated by the 
West line of said Lot 1. 
 
Lot 3, together with and subject to: 
 
A 33 foot wide roadway easement over and across all that part of Lots 1, 2 and 3, Block 
2, in the plat of WOLF WEST, in Section 6, Township 62 North, Range 13 West, St. 
Louis County, Minnesota, that lies within 16.5 feet on both sides of the following 
described centerline: 
 
Commencing at the Northwest corner of Lot 1, Block 2, in said plat of WOLF WEST; 
thence South 0 degrees 12 minutes 59 seconds West, assumed bearing along the west 
line of said Lot 1, a distance of 540.06 feet to the point of beginning; thence North 23 
degrees 15 minutes 47 seconds East, a distance of 148.81 feet to a tangential curve 
concave to the southeast; thence Northeasterly along said curve, with a radius of 200 
feet and a central angle of 30 degrees 53 minutes 37 seconds, for a distance of 107.84 
feet; thence North 54 degrees 09 minutes 24 seconds East, a distance of 243.27 feet to 
a tangential curve concave to the south; thence Easterly along said curve with a radius 
of 100.00 feet and a central angle of 64 degrees 20 minutes 59 seconds, for a distance 
of 112.31 feet; thence South 61 degrees 29 minutes 37 seconds East, a distance of 
73.74 feet to a tangential curve concave to the north; thence Easterly along said curve 
with a radius of 200.00 feet and a central angle of 33 degrees 50 minutes 47 seconds, 
for a distance of 118.15 feet and there terminating. 
 
The sidelines of the portion of said easement lying within Lot 3, Block 2 are to be 
extended to and truncated by the East line of said Lot 3. The sidelines of the portion of 
said easement lying within Lot 2, Block 2 are to be extended to and truncated by the 



East line of said Lot 2. The sidelines of the portion of said easement lying within Lot 1, 
Block 2 are to be extended to and truncated by the West line of said Lot 1. 
 
Lot 4, together with and subject to: 
 
A 33 foot wide roadway easement over and across all that part of Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, 
Block 2, in the plat of WOLF WEST, in Section 6, Township 62 North, Range 13 West, 
St. Louis County, Minnesota, that lies within 16.5 feet on both sides of the following 
described centerline: 
 
Commencing at the Northwest corner of Lot 1, Block 2, in said plat of WOLF WEST; 
thence South 0 degrees 12 minutes 59 seconds West, assumed bearing along the west 
line of said Lot 1, a distance of 540.06 feet to the point of beginning; thence North 23 
degrees 15 minutes 47 seconds East, a distance of 148.81 feet to a tangential curve 
concave to the southeast; thence Northeasterly along said curve, with a radius of 200 
feet and a central angle of 30 degrees 53 minutes 37 seconds, for a distance of 107.84 
feet; thence North 54 degrees 09 minutes 24 seconds East, a distance of 243.27 feet to 
a tangential curve concave to the south; thence Easterly along said curve with a radius 
of 100.00 feet and a central angle of 64 degrees 20 minutes 59 seconds, for a distance 
of 112.31 feet; thence South 61 degrees 29 minutes 37 seconds East, a distance of 
73.74 feet to a tangential curve concave to the north; thence Easterly along said curve 
with a radius of 200.00 feet and a central angle of 33 degrees 50 minutes 47 seconds, 
for a distance of 118.15 feet; thence North 84 degrees 39 minutes 36 seconds East, a 
distance of 406.78 feet; thence North 8 degrees 15 minutes 24 seconds West, a 
distance of 49.97 feet to the West line of said Lot 5, Block 2 and there terminating. 
 
The Easterly sideline of the portion of said easement lying within Lot 5, Block 2 is to be 
extended to and truncated by the West line of said Lot 5. The sidelines of the portion of 
said easement lying within Lot 1, Block 2, are to be extended to and truncated by the 
west line of said Lot 1. 
 
Lot 5, together with and subject to: 
 
A 33 foot wide roadway easement over and across all that part of Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, 
Block 2, in the plat of WOLF WEST, in Section 6, Township 62 North, Range 13 West, 
St. Louis County, Minnesota, that lies within 16.5 feet on both sides of the following 
described centerline: 
 
 







BOARD LETTER NO. 16 - 30 
 

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CONSENT NO. 3  

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.   

 
 
DATE: January 12, 2016 RE:  A Sixty-Six (66) Foot Access 

Easement Across State Tax 
Forfeited Land for Access to 
the Plat of Wolf West (Morse 
Township) 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Mark Weber, Director 
  Land and Minerals 
 
  Donald Dicklich 
  County Auditor/Treasurer 
   
 
RELATED DEPARTMENTAL GOAL: 
Performing public services. 
        
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to impose access easements across state tax 
forfeited land in Morse Township.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
The subdivision Plat of Wolf West, located on Wolf Lake in Morse Township, was 
created pursuant to Minnesota Session Laws, 2012, Chapter 236, Section 28, which 
authorizes St. Louis County to sell state tax forfeited shoreland parcels currently under 
lease, and directs that the parcels be surveyed, appraised and offered for sale to the 
current leaseholders.  
 
The plat is accessed from County Road 404 (Wolf Lake Road) which connects to State 
Highway 1. The Plat of Wolf West is separated from Wolf Lake Road by approximately 
1,550 lineal feet of existing access road across state tax forfeited land. The easement is 
66 feet wide.   
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve the imposing of an access 
easement across state tax forfeited land to the Plat of Wolf West for the benefit of the 
State of Minnesota in Trust for the Taxing Districts and for the public.  
 



A Sixty-Six (66) Foot Access Easement Across State Tax Forfeited Land for 
Access to the Plat of Wolf West (Morse Township) 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER: ______________________________________________                                  
 

 
WHEREAS, Buyers of lots in the Plat of Wolf West must cross state tax forfeited 

land to access a public road; and 
 
 WHEREAS, There are no reasonable alternatives to obtain access to the 
property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Exercising the easement will not cause significant adverse 
environmental or natural resource management impacts and will not conflict with public 
use of the land; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 507.47 and § 282.04, Subd. 4, authorizes the County 
Auditor to impose easements across state tax forfeited land for such purposes;  
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board authorizes 
the St. Louis County Auditor to impose an easement across state tax forfeited lands for 
access to the Plat of Wolf West for the benefit of the State of Minnesota in Trust for the 
Taxing Districts and for the public, as described in County Board File__________. 



A Sixty-Six (66) Foot Access Easement Across State Tax Forfeited Land for 
Access to the Plat of Wolf West (Morse Township) 

 
 
A 66 foot wide access easement over and across that part of the Northeast Quarter of 
Section 6, Township 62 North, Range 13 West, St. Louis County, Minnesota, lying 
within 33 feet on both sides of the following described centerline: 
 
Assuming the North line of said Northeast Quarter of section 6 to bear North 89 degrees 
12 minutes 25 seconds East and commencing at the North Quarter corner of said 
section 6;  
thence South 50 degrees 59 minutes 26 seconds East, a distance of 332.37 feet to 
the centerline of Wolf Lake Road and the point of beginning;  
thence South 52 degrees 42 minutes 27 seconds East a distance of 939.73 feet to Point 
"A";  
thence South 54 degrees 41 minutes 20 seconds East, a distance of 273.22 feet to a 
tangential curve concave to the north;  
thence Southeasterly along said curve, with a radius of 800 feet, and a central angle of 
21 degrees 03 minutes 47 seconds, for a distance of 294.10 feet;  
thence South 75 degrees 45 minutes 07 seconds East, a distance of 47.22 feet to the 
westerly right-of-way of the roadway In the plat of WOLF WEST and there terminating. 
The sidelines of said easement are to be extended to and truncated by said westerly 
right-of-way in the plat of WOLF WEST 
 
AND 
 
From Point "A", run thence North 82 degrees 48 minutes 34 seconds East, a distance of 
380.78 feet to a tangential curve concave to the North;  
thence Northeasterly along said curve, with a radius of 300.00 feet, and a central angle 
of 33 degrees 29 minutes 28 seconds, for a distance of 175.36 feet to the Westerly 
right-of-way of the roadway in the plat of WOLF WEST and there terminating. The 
sidelines of said easement are to be extended to and truncated by said westerly right-
of-way in the plat of WOLF WEST 
 







BOARD LETTER NO.  16 – 31    
 

PUBLIC WORKS & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE  
CONSENT NO.  4 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO. 

 
DATE: January 12, 2016 RE: Acquisition of Right of Way by 

Eminent Domain Proceedings 
for Sidewalk Construction on 
CSAH 4 (Duluth) 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 

James T. Foldesi 
Public Works Director/Highway Engineer 

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
To provide a safe, well maintained road and bridge system.  
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize the acquisition of the necessary 
right of way through eminent domain proceedings for construction of a sidewalk on 
County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 4/Rice Lake Road in Duluth.  
 
BACKGROUND:  
The Public Works Department plans a sidewalk construction project along a portion of 
CSAH 4/Rice Lake Road in Duluth (CP 136147/SP 069-604-073).  Acquisition of 
additional right of way for the construction of this project was authorized by Resolution 
No. 14-585 adopted on November 4, 2014.  Part of the right of way necessary for this 
project has not yet been acquired by negotiation and direct purchase.   Acquiring the 
additional right of way by eminent domain will allow for the timely construction of this 
project. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board authorize the County Attorney to 
acquire the remaining right of way necessary through eminent domain proceedings for 
the CSAH 4 sidewalk project, payable from Fund 200, Agency 203001. 



Acquisition of Right of Way by Eminent Domain Proceedings for Sidewalk 
Construction on CSAH 4 (Duluth) 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER _________________________________________________ 
 
 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Public Works Department plans to reconstruct 
a portion of County State Aid Highway 4 (Rice Lake Road) within the City of Duluth; and 

 
WHEREAS, the following described parcel of needed right of way has not been 

acquired by negotiation and direct purchase:   
 
Project Parcel-(2)   Owners and Interests: 
         Barry F. Power and Joanne Power,  
      husband and wife, fee owner  
     1331 Rice Lake Road 
     Duluth, MN  55811 
 
 Property Legal Description: 
 

That part of the NW1/4 of SW1/4 of NW1/4, Section 22 Township 50 North 
Range 14 West of the Fourth Principal Meridian, described as follows:  
Beginning at the NW corner of said NW1/4 of SW1/4 of NW1/4, thence E'ly along 
the North line of said NW1/4 of SW1/4 of NW1/4 a distance of 89.96 feet to the 
W'ly right of way line of Rice Lake Road; thence deflect 30 degrees 59 minutes 
00 seconds to the right in a SE'ly direction, along said right of way line, a 
distance of 96.32 feet; thence E'ly and S'ly a distance of 48.08 feet along a 
tangential curve concave to the SW having a radius of 785.51 feet and a central 
angle of 3 degrees 30 minutes 26 seconds; thence deflect 109 degrees 20 
minutes 57 seconds to the right, in a SW'ly direction, from the chord of said curve 
a distance of 144.79 feet; thence deflect 65 degrees 38 minutes 20 seconds to 
the right in a NW'ly direction a distance of 57.92 feet; thence deflect 11 degrees 
38 minutes 14 seconds to the right in a NW'ly direction a distance of 62.70 feet to 
the West line of said NW1/4 of SW1/4 of NW1/4; thence deflect 51 degrees 13 
minutes 36 seconds to the right in a N'ly direction a distance of 97.85 feet to the 
point of beginning, containing 0.518 acres, more or less.  
Torrens Property-Certificate Number 309873 
 
Rights to be acquired: 
 
A PERMANENT EASEMENT for highway purposes over, under, and across the 
above described property, said permanent easement lies easterly of a line drawn 
40.00 feet westerly of the following described line:  Commencing at the 
Northwest corner of Section 22 Township 50 North-Range 14 West; thence 
South 00°08'49" West a distance of 2646.29 feet to the west 1/4 corner of said 
section; thence North 11°31'54" East a distance of 1277.87 feet; thence North 



50°48'48" West a distance of 31.62 feet to the a point on the project centerline 
and the point of beginning of the line to be described; thence continuing at said 
bearing a distance of 88.13 feet said line there terminating. 
 
AND 

 
Together with A TEMPORARY EASEMENT for highway purposes over, under, 
and across the above described property, said temporary easement lies adjacent 
to and 10 feet westerly of the previously described Permanent Easement. 

 
AND 

 
Together with A TEMPORARY EASEMENT for highway purposes over, under, 
and across the above described property, said temporary easement lies easterly 
of a line drawn 50.00 feet westerly of the following described line: from the point 
of termination of the previously described permanent easement the point of 
beginning of the line to be described; thence continuing at a bearing of North 
50°48'48" West a distance of 42.35 feet said line there terminating. 

 
AND 

 
Together with A TEMPORARY EASEMENT for highway purposes over, under, 
and across the above described property, said temporary easement lies easterly 
of a line drawn 55.00 feet westerly of the following described line: from the point 
of termination of the last described temporary easement the point of beginning of 
the line to be described; thence continuing at a bearing of North 50°48'48" West 
a distance of 18.69 feet said line there terminating. 

 
Said Temporary Easements contain 0 square feet of existing right of way and 
1280 square feet of new right of way.  Said Temporary Easements shall expire 
on December 31, 2018. 

 
Said Permanent Easement contains 0 square feet of existing right of way and 
600 square feet of new right of way. 

 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board, pursuant to 
Minn. Stat. Chapter 163.02 et. al., authorizes the County Attorney to proceed under 
Minn. Stat. Chapter 117.02 et. al., to acquire the remaining necessary highway right of 
way by eminent domain proceedings, payable from Fund 200, Agency 203001, Objects 
636500, 636600, and 637500. 
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Project #CP 0004-136147
Location:  E. Central Entrance (ST 194) to W. Arrowhead Rd (MSAS 160)
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BOARD LETTER NO.  16 – 32   
 

PUBLIC WORKS & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE  
CONSENT NO.  5 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO. 

 
DATE: January 12, 2016 RE: Agreement for Wet Reflective 

Epoxy Edgeline Project (St. 
Louis, Aitkin, Carlton, Itasca 
and Lake Counties) 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 

James T. Foldesi 
  Public Works Director/ Highway Engineer 
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
To provide a safe, well maintained road and bridge system. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize a cooperative agreement with 
Aitkin, Carlton, Itasca and Lake Counties for the 2016 District 1, 6-inch Wet Reflective 
Epoxy Edgeline Project.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
St. Louis County, in partnership with Aitkin, Carlton, Itasca and Lake Counties, was 
awarded funding through the Highway Safety Improvement Program to install 6-inch 
wide wet reflective epoxy edgeline on their respective county highways. The total length 
of county highways included in this project (SP 088-070-045, CP 0000-225072) is 
estimated to be 130 miles.  
 
St. Louis County will act as the project administrator for all partnering counties which 
includes preparing the plan and specifications, and performing all necessary contract 
administration from contract award to certification of final payment. Each county will pay 
to St. Louis County the cost of its share as detailed in the proposal/plan package, 
schedule of prices, and referenced in the agreement. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended the St. Louis County Board authorize a cooperative agreement with 
Aitkin, Carlton, Itasca and Lake Counties, with funds received from project partners 
receipted into Fund 220, Agency 220385.  
 



Agreement for Wet Reflective Epoxy Edgeline Project 
(St. Louis, Aitkin, Carlton, Itasca and Lake Counties) 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ______________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, St. Louis County, in partnership with Aitkin, Carlton, Itasca and Lake 
Counties, where awarded funding through the Highway Safety Improvement Program to 
install 6-inch wide wet reflective epoxy edgeline on county highways in 2016; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The St. Louis County Public Works Department will prepare the 
plan, specifications and perform all necessary contract administration from contract 
award to certification of final payment; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Each participating county will pay to St. Louis County the cost of its 
share as detailed in the proposal/plan package, schedule of prices and as referenced in 
the cooperative agreement; 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board authorizes 
the appropriate county officials to enter into an agreement, and any amendments 
approved by the County Attorney’s Office, with Aitkin, Carlton, Itasca and Lake Counties 
where each county will pay its local share for items listed in the schedule of prices in the 
proposal/plan package and plan described as SP 088-070-045, CP 0000-225072, 2016 
District 1, 6-inch Wet Reflective Epoxy Edgeline Project, with the funds to be receipted 
into Fund 220, Agency 220385.  
 



BOARD LETTER NO.  16 – 33    
 

FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE CONSENT NO.  6 
 

BOARD AGENDA NO. 
 

DATE: January 12, 2016 RE: Waiver of Ordinance No. 28, 
Section 11.05 – Billy’s (Rice 
Lake)  

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Donald Dicklich 
  County Auditor/Treasurer 
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Provide mandated and discretionary licensing services in a timely manner. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to grant a waiver of Ordinance No. 28, Section 
11.05, to Billy’s in the city of Rice Lake, to allow for warm-up and access to restroom 
facilities for the John Beargrease Sled Dog Marathon. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Ragnar Properties, Inc. d/b/a Billy's, 3502 West Tischer Road, Rice Lake, MN has 
requested a waiver of Ordinance No. 28 (Liquor Ordinance), Section 11.05, requiring 
patrons to vacate licensed premises twenty minutes after sales are to be ceased by law.  
The establishment proposes to stay open on February 3, 2016, from 1:00 a.m. to 8:00 
a.m. to provide a place for mushers competing in the John Beargrease Sled Dog 
Marathon to warm up, use restroom facilities and have breakfast.  Also, race officials 
will use the establishment for their communication headquarters.  Alcoholic beverages 
will not be served during these extended hours.  The Liquor Licensing Committee has 
recommended approval of the waiver as permitted by Section 14 of Ordinance No. 28. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve the waiver. 



Waiver of Ordinance No. 28, Section 11.05 – Billy’s (Rice Lake) 
 

 
BY COMMISSIONER __________________________________________________   
 
  
 WHEREAS, St. Louis County Ordinance No. 28 (Liquor Ordinance), Section 
11.02 prohibits sales of alcohol after 1:00 a.m. on Monday through Saturday and 
Section 11:05 requires patrons to vacate licensed premises within twenty minutes after 
sales are ceased by law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Ragnar Properties, Inc. d/b/a Billy's, 3502 West Tischer Road, 
Duluth, MN, a licensed liquor establishment, has requested a waiver to remain open 
from 1:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m., on February 3, 2016, to provide facilities and food to 
mushers and race officials of the John Beargrease Sled Dog Marathon; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Liquor Licensing Committee has recommended approval of the 
waiver application, pursuant to Section 11.05 of Ordinance No. 28; 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board approves the 
application (on file in County Board File No. ____________) submitted by the below 
listed establishment for a waiver of Section 11.05, which requires patrons to vacate the 
licensed premises by 1:20 a.m. 
 
   Ragnar Properties, Inc. d/b/a Billy's 
   3502 West Tischer Road 
   Rice Lake, MN  55803 
    

RESOLVED FURTHER, That the waiver shall be effective February 3, 2016, 
from 1:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. and no alcohol shall be served or consumed on the licensed 
premises during the waiver period, although Billy's will be allowed to serve food to 
mushers and race officials of the John Beargrease Sled Dog Marathon during said 
waiver period. 
 



BOARD LETTER NO. 16 - 34 
 

CENTRAL MANAGEMENT & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
COMMITTEE CONSENT NO. 7 

 
 

BOARD AGENDA NO.  
 
 
DATE: January 12, 2016 RE: New Job Class – Loss Control 

Manager and Reallocation of 
1.0 FTE Loss Control Specialist 
Senior to Loss Control 
Manager 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
County Administrator 
 
James R. Gottschald, Director 
Human Resources 
 

 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
To allocate all positions in county employment to appropriate job titles/specifications in 
the official classification plan. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to approve the creation of a new job 
classification, Loss Control Manager, which was approved by the Civil Service 
Commission at its December 7, 2015 meeting. The County Board is further requested to 
approve the reallocation of 1.0 FTE currently classified as a Loss Control Specialist 
Senior to the new Loss Control Manager class. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
It has become necessary to create a new job classification in the Safety and Risk 
Management Division of Administration. The proposed Loss Control Manager class will 
coordinate loss control/injury prevention for assigned departments, and will manage one 
or more Risk Management functions (e.g. loss control/employee safety, workers 
compensation management, Tort/Liability and Property/Casualty, or Mine Inspection). 
The duties and responsibilities of the proposed class are described in the attached job 
description. 
 
The St. Louis County Employee Association has accepted the salary grade 
recommended for the class:  Grade 29:  $61,425 - $86,872 (annual steps and 



longevities through twenty-four years of service) in the Civil Service Supervisory Unit. 
 
Safety and Risk Management has requested the reallocation of 1.0 FTE Loss Control 
Specialist Senior position to Loss Control Manager due to the continued growth of the 
Division necessitating redistribution of the sustained management responsibilities. The 
Loss Control Specialist Senior class is compensated at Grade B25 in the Civil Service 
Basic Unit Pay Plan. The proposed Loss Control Manager class would be compensated 
at Grade E29 of the Civil Service Supervisory pay plan. Because the grade assignments 
of the classes are more than three pay grades, County Board approval is required for 
the FTE reallocation. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve the creation of the new 
Loss Control Manager class and its assignment to Grade 29 in the Civil Service 
Supervisory Unit.   
 
It is further recommended that the County Board approve the reallocation of a 1.0 FTE 
Loss Control Specialist Senior position (Civil Service Basic Unit Pay Plan, Pay Grade 
B25) to a 1.0 FTE Loss Control Manager position (Civil Service Supervisory Unit Pay 
Plan, Pay Grade E29). The reallocation will result in an approximate annual cost 
increase of $9,808, with funding available in Fund 100, Agency 139001. 



New Job Class – Loss Control Manager  
and Reallocation of 1.0 FTE Senior Loss Control Specialist Position  

to Loss Control Manager Class 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ___________________________________________________ 
 
 

WHEREAS, A sustained increase in Risk Management workload necessitates 
creation of a new Loss Control Manager class and reassignment of higher level 
management responsibilities; and 
 

WHEREAS, Human Resources in collaboration with the Safety and Risk 
Management Division has determined that reallocation of one Loss Control Specialist 
Senior position to Loss Control Manager will assist in this sustained increase in higher 
level workload; and 

 
WHEREAS, The Loss Control Manager job class, Grade 29: $61,425 - $86,872 

(annual steps and longevities through twenty-four years of service) in the Civil Service 
Supervisory Unit Pay Plan was approved by the Civil Service Commission on December 
7, 2015, and 

 
WHEREAS, The St. Louis County Employee Association has accepted the salary 

grade recommended for the class; and 
 
WHEREAS, County Fiscal Policies specify that any position change greater than 

three pay grades must go to the County Board for approval; and 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board approves 
creation of the Loss Control Manager job class, Grade 29: $61,425 - $86,872 (annual 
steps and longevities through twenty-four years of service) in the Civil Service 
Supervisory Unit Pay Plan, as approved by the Civil Service Commission on December 
7, 2015. 
 

FURTHER RESOLVED, The County Board approves reallocation of 1.0 FTE 
Loss Control Specialist Senior (Pay Grade B25) position to the new Loss Control 
Manager class (Pay Grade E29) in the Safety and Risk Management Division of 
Administration. The reallocation will result in an approximate annual cost increase of 
$9,808, with funding available in Fund 100, Agency 139001. 

 



LOSS CONTROL MANAGER 

 
 

KIND OF WORK: Responsible administrative/professional work managing assigned functional areas of 

occupational health and safety, risk management and workers’ compensation programs.    
  

DISTINGUISHING FEATURES OF WORK: An employee in this class is responsible for managing one 
or more of the functions and services administered by the Safety and Risk Management office.  Duties 

include researching, developing, recommending, implementing and evaluating programs, policies, rules 
and procedures in assigned functional areas; coordinating with County officials and other agency 

administrators to achieve County and Departmental objectives; and assisting and advising employees and 

interested parties on program matters.  The work is performed independently within the limits of 
operating policies, procedures and program objectives under the direction of the manager of safety and 

risk management. 
 

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES OF WORK:  (*) designates tasks that have been identified as 

essential job functions. 
* 1.  Administers, coordinates, reviews, and participates in services performed in occupational health and 

safety, risk management and workers’ compensation programs and special projects including 
researching, analyzing, planning, and implementing programs to ensure efficiency and 

effectiveness. 
* 2. Assists in establishing safety and loss control goals, objectives, and priorities and in formulating 

recommendations for the revision of plans, programs, rules, policies and practices. 

* 3. Assists in administering the operational functions of the office.   
* 4.  Assigns, directs and coordinates the work of assigned staff; structures and schedules activities and 

approves leaves and overtime; establishes performance standards and appraises work 
performance; prepares commendations and executes oral reprimands; effectively recommends 

disciplinary action, including suspension and dismissal, and upon approval of the appointing 

authority, may prepare documentation and notification of such action; trains employees and 
provides guidance; may use discretion in recommending candidates to the appointing authority 

for selection; and represents management in Step 1 of the grievance procedure.   
* 5.  Provides technical advice and guidance to staff, County and departmental managers, public boards 

and officials on occupational health and safety, risk management and workers’ compensation 

regulations, policies and practices. 
* 6.  Assists in the coordination of programs with providers, administrators, employees and departments; 

and monitors and communicates changes in laws and regulations affecting the programs. 
* 7.  Reviews, evaluates and makes recommendations on proposals and programs, and may represent 

the County in stakeholder meetings or assist in negotiations with vendors, third party 
administrators and professional services providers.   

* 8. Collaborates with officials, consultants, and management/labor groups, as necessary, in the 

development, implementation and administration of occupational health and safety, risk 
management and workers’ compensation plans and programs. 

*  9.  Demonstrates punctual and reliable attendance in accordance with designated work schedule. 
*10. Communicates, monitors and enforces compliance with safety rules, laws and practices; assures 

proper safety equipment and procedures are used in all operations under his/her supervision. 

  11. Consistent with these Distinguishing Features and Illustrative Examples of Work, performs related 
duties as assigned. 

 
(Over) 

 



CSC 12/07/2015 

 

REQUIREMENTS OF WORK: 

Comprehensive knowledge of federal, state and local safety laws and regulations. 
Comprehensive knowledge of the principles of industrial safety and risk management practices and 

procedures. 

Considerable knowledge applicable personnel rules, regulations, policies and labor contract provisions. 
Considerable knowledge of administrative, managerial and supervisory principles and techniques. 

Knowledge of risk financing and risk control measures. 
Skill in communicating logically and effectively, both orally and in writing. 

Skill in the operation of office equipment, including personal computer and associated software programs. 
Skill in analyzing numerical, statistical, and financial data to reach valid conclusions and recommending 

effective solutions. 

Ability to observe and analyze physical conditions as they relate to established guidelines, codes and  
ordinances. 

Ability to manage, coordinate, review and supervise the work of assigned staff. 
Ability to work independently with minimal direction. 

Ability to establish and maintain effective working relationships with department heads, managers, 

employees, legal professionals, insurance company representatives and the public. 
 

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS FOR WORK: 
Graduation from an accredited college or university with a Bachelor’s degree in risk management, loss 

control, industrial safety, industrial hygiene, industrial engineering, business administration or a 
related safety or management field; AND, five (5) years full-time paid professional experience in 

a risk management, loss control, industrial safety, industrial hygiene, or a related industrial safety 

program; OR graduation from an accredited college or university with a Master’s degree in risk 
management, loss control, industrial safety, industrial hygiene, industrial engineering, business 

administration or a related safety or management field; AND, three (3) years full-time paid 
professional experience in a risk management, loss control, industrial safety, industrial hygiene, 

or a related industrial safety program. 

 Possession of a valid driver’s license. 
 

 
 

 

 



BOARD LETTER NO.  16 – 35   
 

PUBLIC WORKS & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE NO.  1 
 

BOARD AGENDA NO. 
 

DATE: January 12, 2016 RE: Award of Bids: Bridge Project 
on CR 185 (Toivola Township) 
Culvert Replacement/ 
Reclamation on CSAH 2, CR 
259, 280 and 289 (City of Rice 
Lake and Lakewood Township) 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 

James T. Foldesi 
Public Works Director/Highway Engineer  

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
To provide a safe, well maintained road and bridge system. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to award projects to the low responsible bidder 
for projects in Toivola and Lakewood Townships and the city of Rice Lake. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
County staff is authorized under Resolution No. 88-381, dated May 24, 1988, to call for 
bids on projects which are already included in the budget document.  Bids were 
requested for: 
 

• A bridge project in Toivola Township funded with Transportation Sales 
Tax; 

• A culvert replacement, full depth reclamation, aggregate base, aggregate 
base stabilization, bituminous surface, aggregate shouldering, and seal 
coat project in the city of Rice Lake and Lakewood Township funded with 
Transportation Sales Tax. 
 

A call for bids was received by the St. Louis County Public Works Department on 
January 7, 2016, for the projects in accordance with the plans and specifications on file 
in the office of the County Highway Engineer:  
  



1. Project: CP 0185-243860 TST (See Attached Map) 
 

Location: CR 185 (Sara Lampi Road) Between CR 743 (Toivola Road) 
and CR 817 (Arkola Road), Length 0.1 Miles  

Traffic: 6 
PQI: N.A. 

 Construction: Approach Grading and Bridge No. 69A38 (County Bridge 
261) 

 Funding: Fund 444, Agency 444013, Object 652806  
Anticipated Start Date:  February 8, 2016   
Anticipated Completion Date: September 9, 2016 
Engineer’s Estimate:   $608,194.30 
 
Bids: 
Redstone Construction, LLC  $523,111.80 (-$85,082.50, -13.99%) 
Mora, MN 
Dallco, Inc., Brook Park, MN  $544,884.35 
Northland Constructors, Duluth, MN $593,726.70 
 
 

2. Project:  CP 0002-244409 TST (Low); CP 0002-261283 TST; CP 0259-153437 
TST; CP 0280-153456 TST; CP 0289-153458 TST (See Attached 
Maps) 

 Location:  Combined Project 
 

A.) CP 0002-244409 TST (Low) CSAH 2 (West Tischer 
Road) From CSAH 4 (Rice Lake Road) to CSAH 34 (Howard 
Gnesen Road), Length 2.0 Miles 

 Traffic:  982 
PQI: 0.6 
Construction: Culvert Replacement, Full Depth Reclamation, Aggregate 

Base, Aggregate Base Stabilization, Bituminous Surface, 
Aggregate Shouldering, and Bituminous Seal Coat 

Funding: Fund 444, Agency 444054, Object 652806  
 

B.) CP 0002-261283 TST (Tied) CSAH 2 (West Tischer 
Road) From CSAH 34 (Howard Gnesen Road) to CR 246 
(Eagle Lake Road), Length 1.9 Miles 

 Traffic:  982 
PQI: 0.9 
Construction: Culvert Replacement, Full Depth Reclamation, Aggregate 

Base, Aggregate Base Stabilization, Bituminous Surface, 
Aggregate Shouldering, and Bituminous Seal Coat 

Funding: Fund 444, Agency 444055, Object 652806  
 
  



 C.) CP 0259-153437 TST (Tied) CR 259 (West Beyer Road) 
From CSAH 4 (Rice Lake Road) to CSAH 34 (Howard 
Gnesen Road), Length 2.0 Miles 

Traffic: 246 
PQI: 0.4 
Construction: Reclamation, Bituminous Surface and Seal Coat 
Funding: Fund 444, Agency 444056, Object 652806  
 
 D.) CP 0280-153456 TST (Tied) CR 280 (Riley Road) From 

CR 289 (Woodland Avenue) to CR 245 (Washburn Road), 
Length 2.362 Miles 

Traffic: 715 
PQI: 0.4 

 
Construction: Culvert Replacement, Full Depth Reclamation, Aggregate 

Base, Aggregate Base Stabilization, Bituminous Surface, 
Aggregate Shouldering, and Bituminous Seal Coat 

Funding: Fund 444, Agency 444057, Object 652806  
 
 E.) CP 0289-153458 TST (Tied) CR 289 (Woodland 

Avenue) from CSAH 10 (Martin Road) to CSAH 2 (West 
Tischer Road) Length 1.0 Miles 

Traffic: 690 
PQI: 0.3 
Construction: Culvert Replacement, Full Depth Reclamation, Aggregate 

Base, Aggregate Base Stabilization, Bituminous Surface, 
Aggregate Shouldering, and Bituminous Seal Coat 

Funding: Fund 444, Agency 444058, Object 652806  
 
Anticipated Start Date:  July 18, 2016   
Anticipated Completion Date: October 28, 2016 
Engineer’s Estimate:   $3,757,696.99 
 
Bids: 
Ulland Brothers, Inc., Cloquet, MN $2,712,795.42 (-$1,044,901.57, -27.81%) 
KGM Contractors, Inc., Angora, MN $2,977,060.82 
Hawkinson Construction Co, Inc.  $3,055,442.49  
 Grand Rapids, MN 
Northland Constructors, LLC   $3,133,395.31 
 Duluth, MN   
Hardrives, Inc., Rogers, MN    $5,042,212.70 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board award the projects to low bidders as 
follows: 
 
CP 0185-243860 TST to Redstone Construction, LLC. of Mora, MN, in the amount of 
$523,111.80, payable from Fund 444, Agency 444013, Object 652806 $523,111.80 
 
CP 0002-244409 TST (Low); CP 0002-261283 TST (Tied); CP 0259-153437 TST 
(Tied); CP 0280-153456 TST (Tied  ;CP 0289-153458 TST (Tied) to Ulland Brothers, 
Inc. of Cloquet, MN, in the amount of $2,712,795.42 payable as follows: 
 
Fund 444, Agency 444054, Object 652806 $629,867.89 
Fund 444, Agency 444055, Object 652806 $730,288.75 
Fund 444, Agency 444056, Object 652806 $415,704.87 
Fund 444, Agency 444057, Object 652806 $655,198.19 
Fund 444, Agency 444058, Object 652806 $281,735.72 
  



Award of Bids: Bridge Project on CR 185 (Toivola Township) 
 
BY COMMISSIONER______________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, Bids have been received electronically by St. Louis County Public 
Works Department for the following project: 
 

CP 0185-243860 TST Approach Grading and Bridge No. 69A38 (County Bridge 
 261), and; 
 
 WHEREAS, Bids were opened in the Richard H. Hansen Transportation & Public 
Works Complex, Duluth, MN, on January 7, 2016, and the low responsible bid 
determined; 
  
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board approves the 
award of the above project to the low bidder; 
 
LOW BIDDER     ADDRESS    AMOUNT
  
Redstone Construction, LLC 2183 Hwy 65 N   $523,111.80 
     Mora, MN 55051 
 
 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the appropriate county officials are authorized to 
approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to execute the bonds and contract for 
the above listed project payable from Fund 444, Agency 444013 Object 652806. 
  



Road Number 185
Project #CP 0185-243860 TST
County Project #243860
Location: .85 Mi. North of Jct. CR 817 to .95 Mi. North of Jct. CR 817
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Award of Bids: Culvert Replacement/Reclamation on CSAH 2, CR 259, 280  
and 289 (City of Rice Lake and Lakewood Township) 

 
 

BY COMMISSIONER ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, Bids have been received electronically by St. Louis County Public 
Works Department for the following tied project: 
 
 CP 0002-244409 TST (Low); CR 259 (West Beyer Road) from CSAH 4 (Rice 
 Lake Road) to CSAH 34 (Howard Gnesen Road); 
 CP 0002-261283 TST (Tied); CSAH 40 (McQuade Road) Approximately 0.8 
 Miles North of CR 258 (Pioneer Road); 
 CP 0259-153437 TST (Tied); CR 675 Approximately 0.27 Miles South of  
 CSAH 44; 
 CP 0280-153456 TST (Tied); CR 675 Approximately 0.27 Miles South of  
 CSAH 44; 
 CP 0289-153458 TST (Tied); CR 675 Approximately 0.27 Miles South of  
 CSAH 44; and; 
 
 WHEREAS, Bids were opened in the Richard H. Hansen Transportation & Public 
Works Complex, Duluth, MN, on January 7, 2016, and the low responsible bid determined; 
  
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board approves the 
award of the above project to the low bidder; 
 
LOW BIDDER     ADDRESS    AMOUNT 
 
Ulland Brothers, Inc.  PO Box 340    $2,712,795.42 
     Cloquet, MN 55720 
 
 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the appropriate county officials are authorized to 

  approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to execute the bonds and contract for 
the above listed project payable from: 

 
  CP 0002-244409 TST (Low) Fund 444, Agency 444054, Object 652806 $629,867.89 
  CP 0002-261283 TST (Tied) Fund 444, Agency 444055, Object 652806 $730,288.75 
  CP 0259-153437 TST (Tied) Fund 444, Agency 444056, Object 652806 $415,704.87 
  CP 0280-153456 TST (Tied) Fund 444, Agency 444057, Object 652806 $655,198.19 
  CP 0289-153458 TST (Tied) Fund 444, Agency 444058, Object 652806 $281,735.72 
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BOARD LETTER NO.  16 - 36 
 

CENTRAL MANAGEMENT & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
COMMITTEE NO. 1 

 
    BOARD AGENDA NO.  
 
 
DATE: January 12, 2016   RE: County Veterans Service 

Officer Reappointment 
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 

County Administrator 
 
Gary E. Eckenberg 
Deputy County Administator 
 

 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL:  
To maintain effective management of St. Louis County’s services to its military veterans 
in compliance with applicable statutes and regulations. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED:  
The St. Louis County Board is requested to confirm the reappointment of Sherry 
Rodriguez to the position of St. Louis County Veterans Service Officer. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
Sherry Rodriguez has served as St. Louis County’s Veterans Service Officer since 
January 28, 2012. Minn. Stat. § 197.60 Subd. 2 requires that the position be 
reappointed by the County Board every four years. Further, before entering upon these 
duties, Ms. Rodriguez must take and subscribe to the oath required of public officials 
under Minn. Stat. §197.60, Subd. 5. 
 
Over the last four years, Ms. Rodriguez has been instrumental in locating benefits and 
obtaining back pay for St. Louis County veterans. She has reached out with town hall 
meetings to inform veterans and their families of the benefits available to them and has 
worked to get those benefits to county veterans. 
  
RECOMMENDATION:  
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board reappoint Sherry Rodriguez as the 
St. Louis County Veterans Service Officer for a four year period beginning January 28, 
2016 and ending January 28, 2020 at her current biweekly compensation rate of 
$2,725.60 (Pay Plan A1, Grade 18, Step 08), with all benefits at her current level and as 
provided in the St. Louis County Management Compensation Plan. The resolution 
should be moved without recommendation to the January 26, 2016 Board meeting to 
allow administration of the oath of office to Ms. Rodriguez. 
 



County Veterans Service Officer Reappointment 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ___________________________________________________ 
 

 
RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board reappoints Sherry Rodriguez as 

the St. Louis County Veterans Service Officer for a four year period beginning January 
28, 2016 and ending January 28, 2020 at her current biweekly compensation rate of 
$2,725.60 (Pay Plan A1, Grade 18, Step 08), with all benefits at her current level and as 
provided in the St. Louis County Management Compensation Plan.  

 
RESOLVED FURTHER, That before entering upon these duties, Ms. Rodriguez 

will take and subscribe to the oath required of public officials under Minn. Stat. §197.60, 
Subd. 5. 

 
 
 



BOARD LETTER NO.  16 - 37 
 

CENTRAL MANAGEMENT & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
COMMITTEE NO. 2 

 
    BOARD AGENDA NO.  
 
 
DATE:  January 12, 2016 RE: Committee Vacancy -

Appointment to the Planning 
Commission 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Barbara Hayden, Director 
  Planning and Community Development 
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL:   
To administer county ordinances and state regulations pertaining to land use in the 
most effective and efficient manner  
 
ACTION REQUESTED:   
The St. Louis County Board is requested to appoint an individual to the Planning 
Commission to fill a vacancy.   
 
BACKGROUND:   
The County Board passed Resolution 15-662 on November 3, 2015 to advertise and 
accept applications for one vacant position on the Planning Commission with the term 
expiring December 31, 2018.  
 
One individual applied to fill the open position. Board Memo 15-51 provided a copy of 
the application. The following individual should be considered to fill the vacancy: 
 

Richard Cartier, Duluth, MN 
 
A copy of the application and a map of current members is attached. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
It is recommended the St. Louis County Board appoint Richard Cartier to the Planning 
Commission. 
  



Committee Vacancy Appointment to the Planning Commission 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER_____________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, The St. Louis County Board appoints citizens to serve on the 
Planning Commission; and 
 
 WHEREAS, One individual, Richard Cartier, Duluth, MN has applied for the 
vacancy on the Planning Commission; 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board appoints 
Richard Cartier, Duluth, MN, to the Planning Commission for a term expiring December 
31, 2018.   
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BOARD LETTER NO.  16 - 38 
 

CENTRAL MANAGEMENT & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
COMMITTEE NO. 3 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO. 

 
 
DATE:  January 12, 2016 RE: Committee Vacancy -

Appointment to the Board of 
Adjustment 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Barbara Hayden, Director 
  Planning and Community Development 
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL:   
To administer county ordinances and state regulations pertaining to land use in the 
most effective and efficient manner  
 
ACTION REQUESTED:   
The St. Louis County Board is requested to appoint an individual to the Board of 
Adjustment to fill a vacancy.   
 
BACKGROUND:   
The County Board passed Resolution 15-665 on November 3, 2015 to advertise and 
accept applications for one vacant position on the Board of Adjustment with the term 
expiring December 31, 2016. Two individuals applied to fill the open position. Board 
Memo 15-50 provided a copy of the applications. The following individuals should be 
considered to fill the vacancy: 
 

Roger Skraba, Ely, MN 
Richard Cartier, Duluth, MN 

 
A copy of the applications and a map of current members is attached. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  It is recommended the St. Louis County Board appoint one 
individual to the Board of Adjustment for a term ending December 31, 2016. 
 
  



Committee Vacancy Appointment to the Board of Adjustment 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ______________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, The St. Louis County Board appoints citizens to serve on the Board 
of Adjustment; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Two individuals have applied for the vacancy on the Board of 
Adjustment;  
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board appoints the 
following individual to the Board of Adjustment for a term ending December 31, 2016: 
  

___________________________________  
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BOARD LETTER NO. 16 - 39 
 

CENTRAL MANAGEMENT & INTER-GOVERNMENTAL 
COMMITTEE NO. 4 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.  

 
 
DATE: January 12, 2016 RE:  St. Louis County UOCAVA 

Election Board Appointments 
   

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
County Administrator 
 
Donald Dicklich  
County Auditor/Treasurer 
 

 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
To maintain high election standards and public confidence in the election process in 
compliance with state and federal election laws. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize appointment of election judges for 
the 2016 Uniformed and Overseas Citizen Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA) Ballot 
Board. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
State legislation enacted in 2010 requires the County Board to appoint UOCAVA Ballot 
Board members to accept and reject absentee ballots. The goal of the legislation is to 
bring uniformity to the absentee ballot process. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board appoint the following employees of 
the County Auditor’s Office as election judges for the UOCAVA Ballot Board; effective 
through December 31, 2016: 
 

Judge/Staff – Lisa Sweet, 100 N. 5th Ave. W. #214, Duluth, MN 55802 
Judge/Staff – Amy Gundersen, 100 N. 5th Ave. W. #214, Duluth, MN 55802 

 
 



St. Louis County UOCAVA Election Board Appointments 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ______________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, It is necessary that the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 
appoint election judges for the Uniformed and Overseas Citizen Absentee Voting Act 
(UOCAVA) Ballot Board; 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the following eligible voters are 
appointed as election judges during 2016 to process applications and ballots in the 
Duluth Courthouse for the Uniformed and Overseas Citizen Absentee Voting Act 
(UOCAVA) Ballot Board; effective through December 31, 2016: 
 

Judge/Staff – Lisa Sweet, 100 N. 5th Ave. W. #214, Duluth, MN 55802 
Judge/Staff – Amy Gundersen, 100 N. 5th Ave. W. #214, Duluth, MN 55802 

 
RESOLVED FURTHER, That the County Auditor and/or Clerk of the County 

Board may make election judge appointments to fill vacancies should they occur. 
 



BOARD LETTER NO. 16 – 40 
 

CENTRAL MANAGEMENT & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
COMMITTEE NO. 5 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.  

 
DATE: January 12, 2016 RE: Revised St. Louis County Real 

Property Tax Abatement Policy 
and Rescinding Resolutions 
No. 89-691 and 93-861 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
County Administrator 
 
Mark Monacelli, Director 
Public Records and Property Valuation 
 
Donald Dicklich 
County Auditor 
 
David L. Sipila 
County Assessor 

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
A strong county infrastructure through innovation, responsible stewardship of county 
resources, and cost-effective and efficient programs. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to approve the revised St. Louis County Real 
Property Tax Abatement Policy. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Real Property Tax Abatement is an administrative process to correct errors or injustices 
in assessed valuation or classification. Minn. Stat. § 375.192 provides the County Board 
statutory authority to grant property tax abatements.   
 
The County Assessor’s Office conducted a continuous improvement project that 
resulted in a streamlined and improved abatement process.  As part of this process, the 
existing County Board policies governing property tax abatements were reviewed and it 
was discovered that the current abatement process was outdated and not in compliance 
with current statute and practices.  Additionally, in 2014, the Minnesota Department of 
Revenue issued an advisory letter suggesting that all counties update their policies. The 



proposed Real Property Tax Abatement policy is updated to reflect current  abatement 
statutes and disaster abatements/credits, to clarify the standards and internal 
procedures for the processing of abatement requests, and to remove outdated language 
from board policy. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve the revised St. Louis 
County Real Property Tax Abatement Policy and rescind the current policies as 
described in County Board Resolutions 89-691, dated August 15, 1989, and 93-861, 
dated November 30, 1993.   



Revised St. Louis County Real Property Tax Abatement Policy 
and Rescinding Resolutions No. 89-691 and 93-861 

 
 

BY COMMISSIONER:  ______________________________________________ 
 
 

WHEREAS, on August 15, 1989, the St. Louis County Board, by Resolution No. 
89-691, adopted a policy concerning disaster credits; and  
 

WHEREAS, on November 30, 1993, the St. Louis County Board, by Resolution 
No. 93-861, adopted a policy concerning the abatement of ad valorem taxes; and 
 

WHEREAS, these policies have become outdated due to statutory and 
procedural changes; 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That County Board Resolution No. 89-
691, dated August 15, 1989, and County Board Resolution No. 93-861, dated 
November 30, 1993 are rescinded; and that the authority to abate penalties due on 
current year taxes is delegated to the County Auditor; and the County Board also 
authorizes the County Auditor to abate penalties of up to $20.00 that are assessed for 
late payment of homestead taxes pursuant to the policy.  

 
RESOLVED FURTHER, That the St. Louis County Board adopts the Real 

Property Tax Abatement Policy in County Board File No. _____ with respect to 
standards and procedures for the abatement of ad valorem taxes and abatement of 
penalties and interest assessed on delinquent or past due taxes and costs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY REAL PROPERTY TAX ABATEMENT POLICY 
 
PURPOSE 
 
The intent of this policy is: 
 
1. To ensure all taxpayers and property owners in St. Louis County are treated fairly 

and equitably, and have equal access and consideration under the statutory 
procedures, and 

 
2. To exercise prudence with the tax and other monies due to the taxing authorities 

operating within St. Louis County, and 
 
3. To guide St. Louis County's evaluation of abatement applications. This policy 

does not address abatements for economic development (see Resolution No. 
187 adopted March 12, 2002) or disaster credits and abatements.  Both 
economic and disaster-related abatements shall be evaluated as directed by 
statute.   

 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
1. Abatement defined.  An abatement is an administrative process to correct errors 

and injustices in assessed valuation or classification.  It is not part of the property 
tax appeal process.  M.S. 375.192 provides the County Board statutory authority 
to grant abatements. 

 
2. Application.  A taxpayer seeking an abatement must file a written application with 

the County Assessor.  The application must be submitted on the standard form 
approved by the County Assessor and County Auditor. 

 
3. Approvals.  After the approval of the County Assessor and the County Auditor, 

the County Board may consider, and approve or deny, any abatement related to 
taxes payable in the current year and the two previous years. 

 
4. Current year  
 

a. Tax:  For current year taxes, abatements may be used to correct virtually 
any type of valuation or classification issue. 

 
b. Penalty and costs.   
 

i. The Auditor may abate penalties due on taxes payable in the 
current year if the imposition of the penalty would be unjust or 
unreasonable.  Unjust or unreasonable for purposes of this policy 



shall include, but is not limited to, demonstrable medical or familial 
distress.  The Auditor may require written documentation and/or 
sworn affidavits to support any request for an abatement.  The 
Auditor may only grant such an abatement if all current year taxes 
due are paid. 

 
ii. The Auditor may also abate penalty of up to $20.00 assessed for 

late payment of homestead taxes, provided that payment of all due 
taxes is tendered and received in the Office of the Auditor by June 
30 for 1st half taxes and November 30 for 2nd half taxes, there is 
no record of late payments of any tax obligation on the property in 
the prior 5 years and there exists no outstanding delinquency on 
the property or other property owned by the taxpayer.  Delinquency 
includes any balances of record under a confession of judgment. 

 
iii. The Auditor may refer any penalty abatement request to the board 

for their consideration. 
 
5. Past years: not more than 2 years prior to the current year 
 

a. Tax: For prior year taxes, abatements are limited to instances where a 
clerical error was made or the taxpayer failed to file for a reduction or an 
adjustment due to hardship.   

 
i. Clerical errors.  Clerical errors are narrowly defined as errors made 

by someone doing the work of a clerk.  These include math errors, 
transposition of numbers, data entry errors, and coding errors.  
Errors that occur when making estimations during the inspection 
and appraisal process are not considered to be clerical errors under 
this policy. 

 
ii. Hardship.  The board may consider abatements for failure to apply 

for property tax relief due to hardship.  Hardship is defined as any 
documented event or circumstance beyond the control of the 
applicant which precludes the applicant from filing for property tax 
relief in a timely manner, typically involving the physical or mental 
incapacity of the taxpayer.  Financial hardship or inability to pay a 
tax is not considered a hardship under this policy. 

 
b. Penalty, interest, and costs.  Prior year penalty, interest and costs may be 

abated for clerical errors or hardship, and can exceed proportionally any 
abatement granted on the taxes. 

 
6. Notification.  Pursuant to M.S. 375.192, Subd. 2, if any abatement exceeds 

$10,000, the County Auditor shall provide 20 days notice to the affected school 
board and municipality. 



 
 
7. Fees.  There is no cost or fee for a taxpayer to submit an abatement application.  

However, should an abatement be approved, a processing fee shall be collected 
by the County Auditor via a reduction in the amount refunded to the taxpayer. 
The amount of the fee will be as approved in the County fee schedule. The fee 
will include any linked parcels, and will be administered on a per year basis.  The 
abatement processing fee will be waived in circumstances where clerical, 
judgement, or objective errors by the assessor are being corrected.  The fee will 
also be waived in situations where a classification is being changed from a 
taxable to exempt status.  

 
8. An abatement application will NOT be approved if any of the following apply: 
 

a. A petition has been filed with the Minnesota Tax Court and the outcome is 
still pending. 

b. The taxpayer had inadvertently omitted one parcel when making payment 
on other parcels owned. 

 
c. The taxpayer failed to receive a tax statement .  The Auditor and County 

Board shall only grant an abatement if, in reviewing the records of the 
Auditor, it is determined that the Auditor’s office failed to properly 
transcribe mailing information or failed to timely provide a copy of the tax 
statement subsequent to a written request. 

 
d. A contract for deed vendor, upon cancellation of contract, was unaware of 

unpaid taxes. 
 
  



REPLACEMENT 
BOARD LETTER NO. 15 – 543 

 
CENTRAL MANAGEMENT AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL 

COMMITTEE NO. 6 
 

BOARD AGENDA NO.  
  
 January 12, 2016 
DATE: December 1, 2015  RE: Request to Minnesota Department of  
  Revenue to Reclaim Tax Forfeited  
       Land Previously Conveyed to  
       Fredenberg Township 
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 

County Administrator 
 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to ask the Minnesota Department of Revenue 
to reclaim tax forfeited land that was previously free conveyed to Fredenberg Township 
for the purpose of a township park. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Commissioner Jewell has requested that the County Board be given an opportunity to 
respond to a November 11, 2015 letter addressed to Board Chair Pete Stauber from 
Stephanie Love and Blake Cazier, Founders/Directors of Positive Energy Outdoors 
(PEO). With the letter, the couple included a petition signed by over 330 individuals 
requesting that St. Louis County “immediately reclaim from Fredenberg Township 
‘Fredenberg Park’ and return it to the community for the unrestricted recreational benefit 
and enjoyment of its citizens.”  
 
In their letters, the directors of Positive Energy Outdoors wrote, “we believe the 
township has violated its agreement with the county by not allowing all current uses to 
continue…to stop PEO from utilizing the property.” The full text of the letter is attached 
along with the petition and signatures, a “No Trespass” notice from Fredenberg 
Township to Positive Energy Outdoors, Fredenberg Park Rules, and the township’s 
draft Parks Ordinance. 
 
The County Board recommended free conveyance of the tax forfeited land to 
Fredenberg Township by Resolution No. 14-535, dated October 7, 2014. This resolution 
is also attached. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Should Commissioners wish to request the Minnesota Department of Revenue to 
reclaim the eighty acres of former tax forfeited land from Fredenberg Township, a 
resolution is attached making such a request. 



Request to Minnesota Department of Revenue to Reclaim Tax Forfeited  
Land Previously Conveyed to Fredenberg Township 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER _____________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, The St. Louis County Board recommended a free conveyance of  
eighty acres of tax forfeited land to Fredenberg Township for use as “pristine park land 
for public use” by Resolution No. 14-535, dated October 7, 2014, legally described as: 
 

TOWNSHIP OF FREDENBERG 
E 1/2 of SE 1/4, Township 52 North, Range 15 West, Section 13 
Parcel Code: 365-0010-02320 
80 Acres; and 
   
WHEREAS, The County Board received a letter from Stephanie Love and Blake 

Cazier, Founders/Directors of Positive Energy Outdoors, dated November 11, 2015 
accompanied by a petition signed by over 330 individuals requesting that St. Louis 
County “immediately reclaim from Fredenberg Township ‘Fredenberg Park’ and return it 
to the community for the unrestricted recreational benefit and enjoyment of its citizens;” 
and 

 
WHEREAS, The directors of Positive Energy Outdoors wrote, “we believe the 

township has violated its agreement with the county by not allowing all current uses to 
continue…to stop PEO from utilizing the property;” and 

 
WHEREAS, The St. Louis County Board agrees that Fredenberg Township has 

violated the expectations of the county for public use of the tax forfeited land when it 
recommended free conveyed to the township, 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board requests that 
the Minnesota Department of Revenue act immediately to reclaim former tax forfeited 
lands previously free conveyance to Fredenberg Township for the purpose of a 
township park, as identified above. 
  
 

 
 



Resolution
ofthe

Board ofCounty Commissioners
St. Louis County, Minnesota

Adopted on: October 7, 2014 Resolution No. 14-535
Offered by Commissioner: Dahlberg

Request for Free Conveyance of State Tax Forfeited Land
to the Township of Fredenberg

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. la, upon recommendation of the County
Board, the Commissioner of Revenue may convey state tax forfeited land to another governmental
subdivision for an authorized public use; and

WHEREAS, The Township of Fredenberg has requested a free conveyance of eighty acres of state
tax forfeited land to use as pristine park land for public use, legally described as:

TOWNSHIP OF FREDENBERG
E Y2 ofSE Y4, Township 52 North, Range 15 West, Section 13
Parcel Code: 365-0010-02320
80 Acres

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board recommends that the
Commissioner of Revenue convey the above described state tax forfeited land to the Township of
Fredenberg for an authorized public use, upon payment of $250 administrative fee, $250 Department of
Revenue fee, $25 deed fee, $1.65 deed tax, and $46 recording fee; for a total of $572.65, to be deposited
into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund).

Commissioner Dahlberg moved the adoption of the Resolution and it was declared adopted upon the following vote:
Yeas - Commissioners Jewell, Boyle, Dahlberg, Stauber, Nelson, Raukar and Chair Forsman - 7
Nays- None

STATE OF MINNESOTA
Office of County Auditor, ss.

County of SI. Louis

I, DONALD DICKLICH, Auditor of the County of SI. Louis, do hereby certify that I have compared the foregoing with the original resolution filed in my
office on the 7'h day of October, A.D. 2014, and that this is a true and correct copy.

WITNESS MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE at Duluth, Minnesota, this 7'h day of October, A.D., 2014.

DONALD DICKLlCH, COUNTY AUDITOR

By

Deputy Auditor/Clerk of the County Board
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