
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
ST. LOUIS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

December 15, 2015 

Location: St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota 

Present: Commissioners Boyle, Rukavina, Nelson, Raukar, and Chair Stauber 

Absent: Commissioners Jewell, Dahlberg 

Convened: Chair Stauber called the meeting to order at 2:43 p.m. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Raukar/Boyle moved to approve the consent agenda without Item #7, Funding to the City of Hibbing for 
Miracle League of the Iron Range. [15-553}. The motion passed. (5-0, Dahlberg, Jewell absent) 

• Minutes of December 1, 2015 
• CY 2016 Supervised Visitation Service Agreements [15-547] 
• Western Lake Superior Sanitary District 2013-2017 Household Hazardous Waste Contract-

Amendment 1 [15-548} 
• Public Sale of State Tax Forfeited Properties on February 11,2016 [15-549] 
• Special Legislation Sales- Kunze, Bennett [15-550] 
• Special Legislation Sales- Pohl, Bronniche, Cole [15-551] 
• Special Legislation Sales- Wodny, Minnesota Power, Lukkassor, Pirkola, Erickson [15-552] 
• Letter of Understanding for 2015 Audit by State Auditor's Office [15-554] 
• Contracts and Joint Powers Agreement for Court Appointed Attorneys in Civil Commitment 

Proceedings [15-555} 
• Contract Renewal for Court Appointed Attorneys in Child Protection Proceedings [15-556} 
• Title III Funds for Firewise Communities Activities- Grant Year 2013 [15-557] 
• Title III Funds for Firewise Communities Activities- Grant Year 2014 [15-558} 
• Food Services Contract for the Hibbing and Virginia Lockup Facilities [15-559] 

Establishment of Public Hearings 

Nelson/Stauber moved to establish a public hearing at 9:40a.m. on Tuesday, January 12, 2016, in the St. 
Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, for the purpose of considering an Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor 
License to Ash-Ka-Nam Resort & Lodge, LLC d/b/a Ash-Ka-Nam, Unorganized Township 68-19. [15-
560}. The motion passed. (5-0, Dahlberg, Jewell absent) 

Health & Human Service Committee 

Boyle/Stauber moved to authorize the Public Health and Human Services Department to provide the 125 
days required notice of cancellation to Medica of contracts for Minnesota Senior Health Options 
(MSHO) and the Minnesota Senior Care Plus (MSC+) programs. Upon completion of the contract, the 
PHHS staffing complement will be decreased by 8.0 FTEs. [15-561]. Commissioner Nelson stepped 



out of the meeting from 2:45 p.m. to 2:46 p.m. St. Louis County Public Health & Human Services 
Director Ann Busche provided an overview of the reasons behind the cancellation of the contracts. 
After further discussion, the motion passed. (5-0, Dahlberg, Jewell absent) 

Boyle/Raukar moved that the St Louis County Board makes the following membership change: District 
1, Eliminate Amber Madoll as representative due change in residency and District 5, Appoint Amber 
Madoll as representative due to change in residency; term to expire 12/3112017. The Board makes the 
following appointments: District 4, Re-appoint Cindy Lustig - term to expire 12/31/20 18; District 4, Re
appoint John Soghigian - term to expire 12/31/20 18; At Large, Re-appoint Tina Welsh - term to expire 
12/3/2018; District 2, Appoint Kevin Walsh - term to expire on 12/31/2018; and District 7, Appoint 
Dawn Lamping- term to expire on 12/31/2016. The Board authorizes the County Auditor to advertise 
six ( 6) vacancies county wide to secure a list of interested and qualified persons to fill openings on the 
Public Health and Human Services Advisory Committee. [15-562}. The motion passed. (5-0, Dahlberg, 
Jewell absent) 

Environment & Natural Resources Committee 

Raukar/Boyle moved to authorize the appropriate county officials to enter into a six-year contract with 
Kangas Excavating, Inc. for the operation of the County's Regional Landfill in Virginia. The contract 
may be extended for two (2) additional two-year extensions, upon the mutual agreement of both parties. 
Estimated total contract cost for 2016 is $465,036. The monthly fee and hourly equipment rates will be 
adjusted annually, based on a modified Consumer Price Index, excluding energy, as provided by the 
County Purchasing Division. Funding for this contract is available in Fund 600, Agency 607001. [15-
563}. The motion passed. (5-0, Dahlberg, Jewell absent) 

Public Works & Transportation Committee 

Rukavina/Raukar moved to award a bid to Northland Constructors of Duluth, LLC, Duluth, MN, in the 
amount of $2,874,790.29 for Project: CP 0110-176330, SAP 069-710-025 Bridge 69A20, located on 
CSAH 110 (Hwy 11 0) between CSAH 130 (Forestry Road) and CR 633 (Colby Lake Road), length 
0.672 miles, White Township. [15-564]. The motion passed. (4-1, Nelson nay, Dahlberg, Jewell absent) 

Rukavina/Raukar moved to award a bid to KGM Contractors, Inc., Angora, MN, in the amount of 
$297,963.70 for Project: CP 0540-243937 TST Bridge 69K42, located on CR 540 between TH 53 and 
CR 937 over Flint Creek, length 0.014 miles, Field Township. [15-565}. The motion passed. (4-1, 
Nelson nay, Dahlberg, Jewell absent) 

Finance & Budget Committee 

Nelson/Rukavina moved to approve the transfer of $5,555,583.55 from the Land Department 290-
290003-697600 to the Environmental Trust Fund/Shoreline Sales 500-500001-590100; and further, that 
any sales proceeds that are received after December 9, 2015 will be transferred to the Minnesota State 
Board of Investment in December 2016 by County Board Resolution. [15-566}. The motion passed. (5-
0, Dahlberg, Jewell absent) 

Nelson/Boyle moved to authorize a construction contract with Max Gray Construction of Hibbing, MN, 
in an amount of $1,695,700.00 for the Assessor's Office space and records retention/storage space 
construction, new building exterior upgrades, and roof replacement for the A. P. Cook Building in 
Duluth, with $250,000 payable from the Depreciation Reserve (Fund 402-402008-6631 00), and the 
remaining $1,445,700 from the Capital Project Fund (Fund 400-400036-630900). The St. Louis County 



Board further authorizes the increase of the County Program Aid budget in the General Fund to 
recognize $703,632.77 of the County Program Aid not relied upon as part of the budget but actually 
received (Fund 100-100001-521502), and a transfer out to the Capital Project Fund with a corresponding 
increase in the expense budget (Fund 400-400036-630900) in this amount for this project. [15-567]. St. 
Louis County Property Management Director Tony Mancuso discussed various aspects of the project. 
Commissioner Rukavina stepped out of the meeting from 3:39p.m. to 3:42p.m. The motion passed. (5-
0, Dahlberg, Jewell absent) 

Raukar/Nelson moved to approve the allocation of $16,000 to the City of Hibbing to be used toward the 
remaining debt obligations of the Miracle League of the Iron Range baseball park in Hibbing's Bennett 
Park, with funding from the remaining dollars committed for the Motorplex project ($12,430.00), now 
assigned to the Economic Development assigned fund balance, plus an additional $3,570 from the same 
fund balance. [15-553}. The motion passed. (5-0, Dahlberg, Jewell absent) 

COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION ITEMS AND REPORTS 

At 3:47p.m., Nelson/Raukar moved to adjourn the Committee of the Whole meeting. The motion 
passed. (5-0, Dahlberg, Jewell absent) 

Pete Stauber, Chair of the County Board 


