
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
ST. LOUIS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

October 6, 2015 

Location: Duluth Town Hall, Duluth, Minnesota 

Present: Commissioners Jewell, Boyle, Dahlberg, Nelson, Raukar, and Chair Stauber 

Absent: Commissioner Rukavina 

Convened: Chair Stauber called the meeting to order at 10:56 a.m. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Raukar/Nelson moved to approve the consent agenda. The motion passed. (6-0, Rukavina absent) 

• Minutes of September 22, 2015 
• Approval of Registered Land Survey No. 129 [15-433} 
• Adjoining Owner Land Sales [15-434] 
• Cancellation of Contract for Repurchase of State Tax Forfeited Land - Estate of Forrest J. 

Richardson [15-435} 
• Rescind St. Louis County Board Resolution No. 15-453; Cancellation of a Contract with Kevin 

Richards, Richards Salvage & Recycling [15-436} 
• Access Easement Across State Tax Forfeited Land to Sarah Stonich and Jon Ware (Eagles Nest 

Township) [15-437] 
• Withdrawal of State Tax Forfeited Land from the Available Land Sale List [15-438] 
• State Contract Purchase- Towmaster Equipment Trailer [15-439} 
• Purchase of Two Motor Grader Rebuilds [15-440] 
• Abatement List for Board Approval [15-441] 

Establishment of Public Hearings 

Nelson/Raukar moved to establish a public hearing to be held at 9:40a.m., on Tuesday, November 3, 
2015, in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, to consider the adoption of the fee schedule for 
various county services for the year 2016. [15-442]. The motion passed. (6-0, Rukavina absent) 

Health & Human Services Committee 

Boyle/Jewell moved to authorize the Public Health and Human Services Department to make 
application to the Long Term Homeless Supportive Services Fund state grant funding in an amount up 
to $2,000,000 for the 2016-2017 biennium on behalf of the Northeast Minnesota Project to End Long­
Term Homelessness. [15-443]. Commissioner Nelson said that Iron Range Youth in Action will be 
holding a homeless event honoring former St. Louis County Commissioner Steve 0 'Neil. The motion 
passed. (6-0, Rukavina absent) 



Environment & Natural Resources Committee 

Jewell/Raukar tnoved to authorize the County Auditor to execute the sales of the bid offerings for the 
private adjoining owner land sale, dated September 24, 2015. [15-444}. After further discussion, the 
tnotion passed. (6-0, Rukavina absent) 

Raukar/Nelson moved that the St. Louis County Board has reviewed a request made by Mr. Paul 
Weisinger to appeal the map designation for prescriptive easement RD-ID-40520, and has decided to 
retain prescriptive easement RD-ID-40520 to ensure the road will be available to the county's land 
managers in perpetuity, so they can continue to provide the county's citizens with high quality land 
management practices. [15-445}. St. Louis County Land Commissioner Mark Weber discussed the 
need for access in order to manage timber and discussed potential safety issues. Paul Weisinger and 
Steven Bradach spoke to the prescriptive easement. After further discussion, the motion passed 
without recommendation. (6-0, Rukavina absent) 

Public Works & Transportation Committee 

Raukar/Jewell moved to award a bid to Ulland Brothers, Inc., of Cloquet, MN, in the amount of 
$463,895.00 for project CP 0611-213067 TST, Bridge 69K33, Approach Grading and Bridge 69K33 
(County Bridge 783) located on CR 611 (Hopper Road) between Stone Lake Bridge Road and CSAH 
44 over Pine Creek, length 0.076 miles, Ault Township [15-446}. The motion passed. (6-0, Rukavina 
absent) 

Finance & Budget Committee 

Nelson/Raukar moved to that the St. Louis County Board authorizes 2016 monthly premium rates for 
the self-funded employee and retiree health insurance as follows: 

• For groups in 2015 paying $687.00 for Single Coverage and $1,595.57 for Family Coverage: 
2016 Rate 

SINGLE COVERAGE: $712.76 
FAMILY COVERAGE: $1,655.40 

• For groups in 2015 paying $665.06 for Single Coverage and $1,573.63 for Family Coverage: 
2016 Rate 

SINGLE COVERAGE: 
FAMILY COVERAGE: 

• For retirees: 

SINGLE COVERAGE: 
FAMILY COVERAGE: 

$685.91 
$1,628.55 

2016 Rate 
$685.91 
$1,628.55 

And further moved that the 2016 stop-loss rate payable to Blue Cross Blue Shield of Minnesota of 
$7.89 per contract per month is approved; that a 2016 per contract per month administrative service fee 
of $33.59 payable to Blue Cross Blue Shield of Minnesota is approved; that the 2016 monthly 
premium rate for the self-insured dental plan is approved, with a 1.75% increase, in the amount of 
$37.66; that the 2016 per contract per month administrative service fee of $2.18 payable to Delta 
Dental Plan of Minnesota is approved; and that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate 



county officials to execute a contract for administrative services of the medical and dental plans for the 
time period covering January 1 - December 31, 2016 as set forth above. [15-44 7]. St. Louis County 
Human Resources Director Jim Gottschald discussed changes to the plan. The motion passed. (6-0, 
Rukavina absent) 

Central Management & Intergovernmental Committee 

Nelson/Raukar moved to reappoint Dana Hiltunen (At-Large, Britt, MN) and Julie Spiering (At Large 
rural Gilbert, MN) to the CDBG Citizen Advisory Committee for terms expiring April 30, 20 18; and 
further, the County Auditor is authorized to advertise and accept applications until November 15, 
2015, for three vacant positions on the CDBG Citizen Advisory Committee with terms expiring April 
30, 2018 as follows: One representative of the southern townships, one representative of Chisholm and 
one representative of Ely Township. [15-448}. The motion passed. (6-0, Rukavina absent) 

COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION ITEMS AND REPORTS 

Commissioner Boyle provided a handout to the Committee detailing the final order of the 
Commissioner of Human Services regarding expedited county mediation regarding the 2016 managed 
care organization selection for St. Louis County. The order adds Medica as a third potential managed 
care plan in St. Louis County and will save St. Louis County $250,000 or tnore in administration costs. 

At 12:26 p.m., Raukar/Jewell moved to adjourn the Committee of the Whole meeting. The motion 
passed. (6-0, Rukavina absent) 


