
 
                               COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AGENDA 
                     Board of Commissioners, St. Louis County, Minnesota 
 
                                                    August 11, 2015 
         Immediately following the Board Meeting, which begins at 9:30 A.M. 
             Floodwood Fair Building, 107 West 7th Avenue, Floodwood, MN 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Directions:  Highway 2 into Floodwood.  Turn north on Highway 73/Elm Street, go approximately three 
blocks, turn left/west on 7th Avenue.  Fair Building is on your right.  Parking is available in the municipal 
lot adjacent to Bridgeman’s. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and/or non-controversial and will be 
enacted by one unanimous motion.  If a commissioner requests, or a citizen wishes to speak on an item on 
the consent agenda, it will be removed and handled separately. 
 
Minutes of August 4, 2015 
 
Environment & Natural Resources Committee, Commissioner Rukavina, Chair  
 1. Agreement with Dynamic Recycling for Household Electronics Waste Recycling [15-354] 
 2. Authorization to Apply to the MN Board of Water & Soil Resources for a SSTS Abatement Grant 
 [15-355] 
 3. Final Plat Approval – Ban Lake South (Beatty Township)  [15-356] 
 4. Final Plat Approval – Ban Lake North (Beatty Township)  [15-357] 
 5. Final Plat Approval – Bird Nest (Eagles Nest Township)  [15-358] 
 6. Final Plat Approval – Elephant East (Camp 5 Township)  [15-359] 
 7. Final Plat Approval – Olecranon (Beatty Township)  [15-360] 
 8. Final Plat Approval – Olecranon First Addition (Beatty Township)  [15-361] 
 9. Final Plat Approval – Olecranon Second Addition (Beatty Township)  [15-362] 
10. Final Plat Approval – Olecranon Third Addition (Beatty Township)  [15-363] 
11. Final Plat Approval – Olecranon West (Beatty Township)  [15-364] 
12. Trail Easement Across State Tax Forfeited Land to Superior Hiking Trail Association  [15-365] 
13. Trail Easement Across State Tax Forfeited Land to Drift-Toppers Snowmobile Club  [15-366] 
14. Special Sale of State Tax Forfeited Land to Rice Lake Township  [15-367] 
15. Special Sale to Paul Johnson to Resolve Occupancy Trespass  [15-368] 
 
Public Works & Transportation Committee, Commissioner Raukar, Chair 
16. Agreements for Surveying Services with Hayes Surveying & Mapping and Northern Lights   
 Surveying Company  [15-369] 
17. Safe Routes to School Pilot Study Force Account Agreement with MN Department of 
 Transportation  [15-370] 
 
Finance & Budget Committee, Commissioner Nelson, Chair 
18. Support for AEOA Rental Rehabilitation Deferred Loan Pilot Program  [15-371] 
19. Violation of St. Louis County Ordinance No. 28, Hi Banks Resort (Fredenberg Township)  [15-372] 
  
Public Safety & Corrections Committee, Commissioner Dahlberg, Chair 
20. Amendment to the 2013 Hazardous Fuel Reduction Grant  [15-373] 



____________________________________________________________________________________ 
ESTABLISHMENT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
Finance & Budget Committee, Commissioner Nelson, Chair 
1. Establish Public Hearing to Consider Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License – Alborn Township 
 (Tuesday, September 1, 2015, 9:45 a.m., St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN)  [15-374] 
2. Establish Public Hearing to Consider Alleged Liquor Law Violation – A.P. Liquor, Gnesen 
 Township (Tuesday, September 1, 2015, 9:50 a.m., St. Louis County Courthouse,  Duluth, MN)  
 [15-375] 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
REGULAR AGENDA: 
For items on the Regular Agenda, citizens will be allowed to address the Board at the time a motion is on 
the floor. 
 
Health & Human Services Committee, Commissioner Boyle, Chair 
 1. Approval of Addendum to the Procurement Card Policies and Procedures  [15-376] 

Resolution authorizing an addendum to the Procurement Card Policies and Procedures, 
specifically to authorize a procurement card pilot program for the Public Health and Human 
Services Department to address emergency client needs. 

 2. Selection of Vendor for PHHS Arvig File Storage Project  [15-377] 
Resolution authorizing a contract to electronically scan the PHHS closed files currently held in 
storage in the Arvig Building.  Evaluation of the RFP’s will take place on August 7th, with a 
vendor recommendation to be made at the August 11th Committee of the Whole meeting. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION ITEMS AND REPORTS: 
Commissioners may introduce items for future discussion, or report on past and upcoming activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADJOURNED: 
 
NEXT COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING DATES: 
September 1, 2015 St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN 
September 8, 2015 Morse Town Hall, 911 South Central Avenue, Ely, MN  
September 22, 2015 St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN 
 
Because the next scheduled Board Meeting will not be held until September 1, the County Board may 
reconvene to address these agenda items.   
 
BARRIER FREE:  All St. Louis County Board meetings are accessible to the handicapped.  Attempts 
will be made to accommodate any other individual needs for special services.  Please contact St. Louis 
County Property Management (218-725-5085) early so necessary arrangements can be made. 
 



  

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
ST. LOUIS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
August 4, 2015 

 
Location: St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota 
 
Present: Commissioners Boyle, Dahlberg, Rukavina, Nelson, and Chair Stauber 
 
Absent: Commissioners Jewell and Raukar 
 
Convened: Chair Stauber called the meeting to order at 1:58 p.m.   
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Dahlberg/Boyle moved to approve the consent agenda.  The motion passed. (5-0, Jewell, Raukar 
absent)  
 

• Minutes of July 28, 2015 
• Contract with Carlton-Cook-Lake-St. Louis County Community Health Board to Accept 

Community Wellness Grant Funds [15-339] 
• MIECHV Funds for Expansion of the Nurse-Family Partnership Home Visiting Program [15-

340] 
• Authorization to Apply for SSTS Base, Incentive & Low-Income Fix-up Grant Funding [15-

341] 
• Award of Bid: 2015 Bud Capping Application [15-342] 
• Repurchase of State Tax Forfeited Land – Carlson [15-343] 
• Public Sale of State Tax Forfeited Properties on October 8, 2015 [15-344] 
• Public Sale of Shoreland Lease Lots [15-345] 
• Agreement with the City of Duluth for Traffic Signals, Lighting and Interconnect on CSAH 

9/4th Street [15-346] 
• Agreement with the City of Duluth for Utility Improvements – Reconstruction of CSAH 9/4th 

Street/Wallace Avenue [15-347] 
• Agreement with Lake Country Power for Rural Intersection Lighting Project [15-348] 
• 2015 Second Quarter Budget Changes [15-349]] 

 
Commissioner Jewell entered the meeting at 1:59 p.m.  Commissioner Raukar entered the meeting at 
2:03 p.m. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Health & Human Services Committee 
 
Boyle/Jewell moved to authorize an increase the Public Health and Human Services Department 
(PHHS) staffing complement by up to 14 full time equivalent (FTE) employees: 10 social workers and 
4 public health nurses in order to handle the increased reassessment responsibilities under 
MnCHOICES; that the PHHS Department’s 2015 expenditure budget be increased by $220,000 (230-
232017-610100) and revenue budget be increased $220,000 (230-232015-530662 by $110,000 and 
230-232015-540263 by $110,000); and further, that the PHHS Director shall work with County 
Administration to include the staffing and associated costs and revenues in the PHHS annual operating 



  

budget [15-350].  Chair Stauber stepped out of the meeting from 2:07 p.m. to 2:08 p.m.  The motion 
was amended to include the following: “That should Federal or State resources be discontinued, the 
positions associated with MnCHOICES re-assessments will be discontinued as well.”  After further 
discussion, the motion passed. (7-0) 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Environment & Natural Resources Committee 
 
Rukavina/Boyle moved to authorize the appropriate county officials to execute a contract with Mutch’s 
Forestry Service of Grand Rapids, MN, in the amount of $581,411.25 for a two-year Low Resolution 
Inventory contract for the period August 17, 2015 through December 22, 2017, in accordance with the 
specifications of Proposal No. 5254, payable from Fund 290, Agency 290001 (Forest Resources Fund), 
subject to approval of the County Attorney. [15-351]. After further discussion, the motion passed. (7-
0) 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Public Works & Transportation Committee 
 
Raukar/Nelson moved authorize the appropriate county officials to execute the indemnification 
agreement between EIP Minnesota, LLC and St. Louis County relative to the county's exercise of its 
Drainage Authority power to abandon certain ditch segments in the Unidentified Ditch System. [15-
352]. The motion passed. (7-0) 
 
Raukar/Nelson moved to authorize the appropriate county officials to execute the financial assurances 
agreement between EIP Credit Co., LLC and St. Louis County for the benefit of identified property 
owners adjacent to the proposed Lake Superior Wetland Bank [15-353].  The motion passed. (7-0) 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
Commissioner Nelson said that he intends to bring a resolution to name the Ely Public Works facility 
in honor of former Commissioner Mike Forsman to the September 8, 2015 meeting in Morse 
Township. 
 
Commissioner Dahlberg said that he will be on vacation in the Boundary Waters with his daughter 
next week and will not be attending the August 11, 2015 Board meeting. 
 
Chair Stauber said tonight is National Night Out and encouraged citizen participation.     
 
At 3:19 p.m., Raukar/Dahlberg moved to adjourn the Committee of the Whole meeting.  The motion 
passed. (7-0) 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Pete Stauber, Chair of the County Board 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Phil Chapman, Clerk of the County Board 



BOARD LETTER NO. 15 – 354 
 

ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

CONSENT NO. 1 
 

BOARD AGENDA NO.  
 

 
DATE: August 11, 2015   RE: Agreement with Dynamic 

Recycling for Household 
Electronics Waste Recycling  

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Mark St. Lawrence, Director 

Environmental Services 
 

  
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
To pursue efficient and effective waste management programs to enhance services to 
residents of St. Louis County. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize a contract with Dynamic 
Recycling (Onalaska, WI) for the processing of waste electronics. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
In 2007, the Minnesota Legislature passed the Electronics Recycling Act (Minn. Stat. § 
115A.1310 - 1330), which prohibited the landfilling of video display devices such as 
televisions and computer monitors. The Environmental Services Department has 
developed a program for the collection and consolidation of these materials and 
contracted with a private company to provide for their transportation and recycling. This 
activity was performed at no cost to the county through a series of contracts, the latest 
of which expired on June 30, 2015. An effort was made to re-establish similar terms 
under a new contract, but current market conditions and the structure of the legislation 
has made that effort impossible.   
 
The Department solicited quotes for transporting and processing an estimated 600,000 
pounds of waste electronics it expects to collect. The quotes received were based on a 
per pound fee for items processed and a per shipment transportation cost.   
 
  



The quotes were as follows: 
     Estimated Total  
Dynamic Recycling (Onalaka, WI)    $103,855.00 
First 200,000 lbs free of charge. 
Remaining 400,000 lbs 
$0.145/lb tv’s, $0.12 computer monitors 
$1,092/shipment transportation 
 
Universal Recycling (Janesville, WI)    $146,350.00 
$0.13/lb tv’s/computer monitors 
$1,300/shipment transportation 
 
Tech Dump (Golden Valley, MN)    $183,000.00 
$0.20/lb tv’s/computer monitors 
$1,500/shipment transportation 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board authorize the Environmental 
Services Department to enter into a one (1) year contract with Dynamic Recycling at an 
estimated total cost of $104,000 for the transportation and processing of waste 
electronics, payable from Fund 600, Agency 601003, subject to approval of the County 
Attorney. 
  



Agreement with Dynamic Recycling for Household Electronics Waste Recycling 
 

 
BY COMMISSIONER________________________________________________ 
 
  

 WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 115A.1310 - 1330 prohibits the landfilling of video 
display devices and also requires that they be recycled; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Environmental Services Department received quotes for the 
transportation and processing of collected video display devices; 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board authorizes 
the Environmental Services Department to enter into a one (1) year contract with 
Dynamic Recycling, of Onalaka, WI, for the transportation and processing of waste 
electronics at an estimated total cost of $104,000, payable from Fund 600, Agency 
601003, subject to approval of the County Attorney. 



BOARD LETTER NO. 15 – 355 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CONSENT NO. 2 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO. 

 
 
DATE: August 11, 2015 RE: Authorization to Apply to the 

MN Board of Water & Soil 
Resources for an SSTS 
Abatement Grant 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
 County Administrator 
 

Mark St. Lawrence, Director  
Environmental Services 

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
To ensure the policy direction set by the St. Louis County Board is implemented in an 
effective and efficient manner. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize the Environmental Services 
Department to apply for $200,000 in grant funding from the Minnesota Board of Water 
and Soil Resources (BWSR) Clean Water Fund.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
In collaboration with the St. Louis County Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA), 
the Department established the Subsurface Sewage Treatment Systems (SSTS) 
Abatement Program in 2012 to assist low-income households with deferred loans to 
replace failed SSTS identified as Imminent Threats to Public Health. The primary source 
of program funding has been the BWSR Clean Water Fund.  HRA funding has served 
as a local match, providing leverage funds to make the BWSR application more 
competitive.  Additionally, grant funds from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
SSTS Fix-Up Grant have also funded the program.  
 
BWSR recently notified the Department that grant funding is available. The Department 
would like to apply for $200,000 in BWSR grant funding and use HRA funding as the 
local match.   



RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board authorize the Environmental 
Services Department to apply for $200,000 in grant funding from the BWSR Clean 
Water Fund to be used for subsurface sewage treatment systems (SSTS) program 
administration and the upgrade of substandard SSTS for low-income residents in St. 
Louis County.  
  



Authorization to Apply to the MN Board of Water & Soil Resources  
for an SSTS Abatement Grant 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ________________________________________________  
 
 

WHEREAS, The Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) notified 
the Environmental Services Department that grant funding is available to assist low-
income households with the abatement and upgrade of subsurface sewage treatment 
systems identified as Imminent Threats to Public Health; and 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board authorizes 
the Environmental Services Department to apply for $200,000 in grant funding from the 
Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources Clean Water Fund to assist low-income 
households in St. Louis County with the abatement and upgrade of subsurface sewage 
treatment systems identified as Imminent Threats to Public Health. 
 



BOARD LETTER NO. 15 - 356 
 

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CONSENT NO. 3 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.   

 
 
DATE: August 11, 2015 RE:  Final Plat Approval – Ban Lake 

South (Beatty Township) 
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Mark Weber, Director 
  Land and Minerals 
 
  Donald Dicklich 
  County Auditor/Treasurer 
 
   
RELATED DEPARTMENTAL GOAL: 
Financial return to the county and taxing districts. 
        
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to grant final approval to the plat of Ban Lake 
South. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Since the 1950s, St. Louis County has administered a shoreland leasing program on 
state tax forfeited lands. On November 1, 2011, the St. Louis County Board authorized 
and directed the Land Commissioner to pursue special legislation for approval to sell 
these riparian lands (County Board Resolution No. 11-559). The subsequent legislation, 
Minnesota Session Laws, 2012, Chapter 236, Section 28, authorizes St. Louis County 
to sell state tax forfeited shoreland parcels currently under lease, and directs that the 
parcels be surveyed, appraised and offered for sale to the current lease holder. Where 
suitable, the parcels are being created by subdivision plat pursuant to Minn. Stat. 505. 
 
The preliminary plat of Ban Lake South is located in Beatty Township. The plat consists 
of 2 occupied lots and 7 vacant lots on the southwest shore of Ban Lake. The lots range 
from 3.1 acres to 6.9 acres, with an average size of 5.5 acres. The total area being 
platted is approximately 55 acres. The lots have water access only. The surveyor has 
submitted the final print which complies with the requirements of the County Surveyor. A 
copy of the official plat is attached. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board grant final approval to the plat of 
Ban Lake South. 
 



Final Plat Approval – Ban Lake South (Beatty Township) 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ________________________________________________                               
  
 
 WHEREAS, Minnesota Session Laws, 2012, Chapter 236, Section 28, authorizes 
St. Louis County to sell state tax forfeited shoreland parcels to current leaseholders, 
and directs that the parcels be surveyed and appraised prior to sale; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The final print of Ban Lake South plat has been submitted and 
conforms with the requirements of the St. Louis County Surveyor; 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board grants final 
approval to the plat of Ban Lake South, located in Beatty Township. 
 





St. Louis County Land & Minerals Department              Final Plat Approval 

This drawing is neither a legally recorded map nor a survey 
and is not intended to be used as such.  This drawing is a 
compilation of recorded information and data located in  
various city, county,state and federal offices.  St.Louis  
County is not responsible for any incorrectness herein. 

St. Louis County 
Land and Minerals 

Department 

 

4th Commissioner District 

St. Louis County  
Minnesota 

State Tax Forfeited 

Project location 



BOARD LETTER NO. 15 - 357 
 

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CONSENT NO. 4  

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.   

 
 
DATE: August 11, 2015 RE:  Final Plat Approval – Ban Lake 

North (Beatty Township) 
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Mark Weber, Director 
  Land and Minerals 
 
  Donald Dicklich 
  County Auditor/Treasurer 
   
 
RELATED DEPARTMENTAL GOAL: 
Financial return to the County and taxing districts. 
        
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to grant final approval to the plat of Ban Lake 
North. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Since the 1950s, St. Louis County has administered a shoreland leasing program on 
state tax forfeited lands. On November 1, 2011, the St. Louis County Board authorized 
and directed the Land Commissioner to pursue special legislation for approval to sell 
these riparian lands (County Board Resolution No. 11-559). The subsequent legislation, 
Minnesota Session Laws, 2012, Chapter 236, Section 28, authorizes St. Louis County 
to sell state tax forfeited shoreland parcels currently under lease, and directs that the 
parcels be surveyed, appraised and offered for sale to the current lease holder. Where 
suitable, the parcels are being created by subdivision plat pursuant to Minn. Stat. 505. 
 
The preliminary plat of Ban Lake North is located in Beatty Township. The plat consists 
of 2 occupied lots, 7 vacant lots and 1 vacant Outlot on the northwest shore of Ban 
Lake. The lots range from 3.1 acres to 5.4 acres, with an average size of 4.3 acres. The 
total area being platted is approximately 43 acres. The lots have water access only. The 
surveyor has submitted the final print which complies with the requirements of the 
County Surveyor. A copy of the official plat is attached. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board grant final approval to the plat of 
Ban Lake North. 



Final Plat Approval – Ban Lake North (Beatty Township) 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ______________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, Minnesota Session Laws, 2012, Chapter 236, Section 28, authorizes 
St. Louis County to sell state tax forfeited shoreland parcels to current leaseholders, 
and directs that the parcels be surveyed and appraised prior to sale; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The final print of Ban Lake North plat has been submitted and 
conforms with the requirements of the St. Louis County Surveyor; 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board grants final 
approval to the plat of Ban Lake North, located in Beatty Township. 
 





St. Louis County Land & Minerals Department              Final Plat Approval 

This drawing is neither a legally recorded map nor a survey 
and is not intended to be used as such.  This drawing is a 
compilation of recorded information and data located in  
various city, county,state and federal offices.  St.Louis  
County is not responsible for any incorrectness herein. 

St. Louis County 
Land and Minerals 

Department 

 

4th Commissioner District 

St. Louis County  
Minnesota 

State Tax Forfeited 

Project location 



BOARD LETTER NO. 15 – 358 
 

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CONSENT NO. 5 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.   

 
 
DATE: August 11, 2015    RE:  Final Plat Approval – 

Bird Nest (Eagles Nest 
Township) 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Mark Weber, Director 
  Land and Minerals 
 
  Donald Dicklich 
  County Auditor/Treasurer 
 
   
RELATED DEPARTMENTAL GOAL: 
Financial return to the County and taxing districts. 
        
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to grant final approval to the plat of Bird Nest. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Since the 1950s St. Louis County has administered a shoreland leasing program on 
state tax forfeited lands. On November 1, 2011, the St. Louis County Board authorized 
and directed the Land Commissioner to pursue special legislation for approval to sell 
these riparian lands (County Board Resolution No. 11-559). The subsequent legislation, 
Minnesota Session Laws, 2012, Chapter 236, Section 28, authorizes St. Louis County 
to sell state tax forfeited shoreland parcels currently under lease, and directs that the 
parcels be surveyed, appraised and offered for sale to the current lease holder. Where 
suitable, the parcels are being created by subdivision plat pursuant to Minn. Stat. 505. 
 
The preliminary plat of Bird Nest is located in Eagles Nest Township. The plat consists 
of six occupied lots, 5 vacant lots and one outlot. The lots range from 2.0 acres to 3.8 
acres, with an average size of 2.7 acres. The total area being platted is approximately 
39.3 acres. The surveyor has submitted the final print which complies with the 
requirements of the County Surveyor. A copy of the official plat is attached. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board grant final approval to the plat of 
Bird Nest. 



Final Plat Approval – Bird Nest (Eagles Nest Township) 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER _______________________________________________                                 
  
 
 WHEREAS, Minnesota Session Laws, 2012, Chapter 236, Section 28, authorizes 
St. Louis County to sell state tax-forfeited shoreland parcels to current leaseholders, 
and directs that the parcels be surveyed and appraised prior to sale; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The final print of Bird Nest plat has been submitted and conforms 
with the requirements of the St. Louis County Surveyor; 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board grants final 
approval to the plat of Bird Nest, located in Eagles Nest Township. 
 





St. Louis County Land & Minerals Department              Final Plat Approval 

This drawing is neither a legally recorded map nor a survey 
and is not intended to be used as such.  This drawing is a 
compilation of recorded information and data located in  
various city, county,state and federal offices.  St.Louis  
County is not responsible for any incorrectness herein. 

St. Louis County 
Land and Minerals 

Department 

 

4th Commissioner District 

St. Louis County  
Minnesota 

State Tax Forfeited 

Project location 



BOARD LETTER NO. 15 - 359 
 

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CONSENT NO. 6 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.   

 
 
DATE: August 11, 2015    RE:  Final Plat Approval – Elephant 

East (Camp 5 Township) 
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Mark Weber, Director 
  Land and Minerals 
 
  Donald Dicklich 
  County Auditor/Treasurer 
   
 
RELATED DEPARTMENTAL GOAL: 
Financial return to the County and taxing districts. 
        
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to grant final approval to the plat of Elephant 
East. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Since the 1950s, St. Louis County has administered a shoreland leasing program on 
state tax forfeited lands. On November 1, 2011, the St. Louis County Board authorized 
and directed the Land Commissioner to pursue special legislation for approval to sell 
these riparian lands (County Board Resolution No. 11-559). The subsequent legislation, 
Minnesota Session Laws, 2012, Chapter 236, Section 28, authorizes St. Louis County 
to sell state tax forfeited shoreland parcels currently under lease, and directs that the 
parcels be surveyed, appraised and offered for sale to the current lease holder. Where 
suitable, the parcels are being created by subdivision plat pursuant to Minn. Stat. 505. 
 
The preliminary plat of Elephant East is located in Camp 5 Township. The plat consists 
of 2 occupied lots and 3 vacant lots on the east shore of Elephant Lake. The occupied 
lots are 2.4 and 2.5 acres, and the vacant lot is 2.5 acres. The total area being platted is 
approximately 7.7 acres. The lots have water access only. The surveyor has submitted 
the final print which complies with the requirements of the County Surveyor. A copy of 
the official plat is attached. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board grant final approval to the plat of 
Elephant East.  



Final Plat Approval – Elephant East (Camp 5 Township) 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER __________________________________________________                           
  
 
 WHEREAS, Minnesota Session Laws, 2012, Chapter 236, Section 28, authorizes 
St. Louis County to sell state tax forfeited shoreland parcels to current leaseholders, 
and directs that the parcels be surveyed and appraised prior to sale; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The final print of Elephant East plat has been submitted and 
conforms with the requirements of the St. Louis County Surveyor; 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board grants final 
approval to the plat of Elephant East, located in Camp 5 Township. 
 





St. Louis County Land & Minerals Department              Final Plat Approval 

This drawing is neither a legally recorded map nor a survey 
and is not intended to be used as such.  This drawing is a 
compilation of recorded information and data located in  
various city, county,state and federal offices.  St.Louis  
County is not responsible for any incorrectness herein. 

St. Louis County 
Land and Minerals 

Department 

 

4th Commissioner District 

St. Louis County  
Minnesota 

State Tax Forfeited 

Project location 



BOARD LETTER NO.  15 - 360 
 

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CONSENT NO. 7 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.   

 
 
DATE: August 11, 2015      RE:  Final Plat Approval – 
        Olecranon (Beatty Township) 
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Mark Weber, Director 
  Land and Minerals 
 
  Donald Dicklich 
  County Auditor/Treasurer 
   
 
RELATED DEPARTMENTAL GOAL: 
Financial return to the County and taxing districts. 
        
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to grant final approval to the plat of Olecranon. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Since the 1950s, St. Louis County has administered a shoreland leasing program on 
state tax forfeited lands. On November 1, 2011, the St. Louis County Board authorized 
and directed the Land Commissioner to pursue special legislation for approval to sell 
these riparian lands (County Board Resolution No. 11-559). The subsequent legislation, 
Minnesota Session Laws, 2012, Chapter 236, Section 28, authorizes St. Louis County 
to sell state tax forfeited shoreland parcels currently under lease, and directs that the 
parcels be surveyed, appraised and offered for sale to the current lease holder. Where 
suitable, the parcels are being created by subdivision plat pursuant to Minn. Stat. 505. 
 
The preliminary plat of Olecranon is located in Beatty Township. The plat consists of 13 
occupied lots and 3 vacant lots on the northwest shore of Elbow Lake. The lots range 
from 0.9 acres to 4.3 acres, with an average size of 2.5 acres. The total area being 
platted is approximately 40 acres. The lots have water access only. The surveyor has 
submitted the final print which complies with the requirements of the County Surveyor. A 
copy of the official plat is attached. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board grant final approval to the plat of 
Olecranon.   
  



Final Plat Approval – Olecranon (Beatty Township) 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER _________________________________________________                             
  
 
 WHEREAS, Minnesota Session Laws, 2012, Chapter 236, Section 28, authorizes 
St. Louis County to sell state tax forfeited shoreland parcels to current leaseholders, 
and directs that the parcels be surveyed and appraised prior to sale; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The final print of Olecranon plat has been submitted and conforms 
with the requirements of the St. Louis County Surveyor; 
 
  THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board grants 
final approval to the plat of Olecranon, located in Beatty Township. 
 





St. Louis County Land & Minerals Department              Final Plat Approval 

This drawing is neither a legally recorded map nor a survey 
and is not intended to be used as such.  This drawing is a 
compilation of recorded information and data located in  
various city, county,state and federal offices.  St.Louis  
County is not responsible for any incorrectness herein. 

St. Louis County 
Land and Minerals 

Department 

 

4th Commissioner District 

St. Louis County  
Minnesota 

State Tax Forfeited 

Project location 



BOARD LETTER NO. 15 - 361  
 

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CONSENT NO. 8 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.   

 
 
DATE: August 11, 2015 RE:  Final Plat Approval – 

Olecranon First Addition 
(Beatty Township) 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Mark Weber, Director 
  Land and Minerals 
 
  Donald Dicklich 
  County Auditor/Treasurer 
   
 
RELATED DEPARTMENTAL GOAL: 
Financial return to the county and taxing districts. 
        
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to grant final approval to the plat of Olecranon 
First Addition. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Since the 1950s, St. Louis County has administered a shoreland leasing program on 
state tax forfeited lands. On November 1, 2011, the St. Louis County Board authorized 
and directed the Land Commissioner to pursue special legislation for approval to sell 
these riparian lands (County Board Resolution No. 11-559). The subsequent legislation, 
Minnesota Session Laws, 2012, Chapter 236, Section 28, authorizes St. Louis County 
to sell state tax forfeited shoreland parcels currently under lease, and directs that the 
parcels be surveyed, appraised and offered for sale to the current lease holder. Where 
suitable, the parcels are being created by subdivision plat pursuant to Minn. Stat. 505. 
 
The preliminary plat of Olecranon First Addition is located in Beatty Township. The plat 
consists of 6 occupied lots and 1 vacant lot on the northwest shore of Elbow Lake. The 
lots range from 2.5 acres to 3.4 acres, with an average size of 2.8 acres. The total area 
being platted is approximately 19.9 acres. The lots have water access only. The 
surveyor has submitted the final print which complies with the requirements of the 
County Surveyor. A copy of the official plat is attached. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board grant final approval to the plat of 
Olecranon First Addition. 



 
Final Plat Approval – Olecranon First Addition (Beatty Township) 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ______________________________________________                                   
 
 
 WHEREAS, Minnesota Session Laws, 2012, Chapter 236, Section 28, authorizes 
St. Louis County to sell state tax forfeited shoreland parcels to current leaseholders, 
and directs that the parcels be surveyed and appraised prior to sale; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The final print of Olecranon First Addition plat has been submitted 
and conforms with the requirements of the St. Louis County Surveyor; 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board grants final 
approval to the plat of Olecranon First Addition, located in Beatty Township. 
 





St. Louis County Land & Minerals Department              Final Plat Approval 

This drawing is neither a legally recorded map nor a survey 
and is not intended to be used as such.  This drawing is a 
compilation of recorded information and data located in  
various city, county,state and federal offices.  St.Louis  
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BOARD LETTER NO.  15 - 362 
 

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CONSENT NO. 9  

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.   

 
DATE: August 11, 2015      RE:  Final Plat Approval –  

Olecranon Second Addition 
(Beatty Township) 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Mark Weber, Director 
  Land and Minerals 
 
  Donald Dicklich 
  County Auditor/Treasurer 
   
 
RELATED DEPARTMENTAL GOAL: 
Financial return to the county and taxing districts. 
        
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to grant final approval to the plat of Olecranon 
Second Addition. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Since the 1950s, St. Louis County has administered a shoreland leasing program on 
state tax forfeited lands. On November 1, 2011, the St. Louis County Board authorized 
and directed the Land Commissioner to pursue special legislation for approval to sell 
these riparian lands (County Board Resolution No. 11-559). The subsequent legislation, 
Minnesota Session Laws, 2012, Chapter 236, Section 28, authorizes St. Louis County 
to sell state tax forfeited shoreland parcels currently under lease, and directs that the 
parcels be surveyed, appraised and offered for sale to the current lease holder. Where 
suitable, the parcels are being created by subdivision plat pursuant to Minn. Stat. 505. 
 
The preliminary plat of Olecranon Second Addition is located in Beatty Township. The 
plat consists of 8 occupied lots and 3 vacant lots on the northwest shore of Elbow Lake. 
The lots range from 1.3 acres to 3.4 acres, with an average size of 2.3 acres. The total 
area being platted is approximately 25 acres. The lots have water access only. The 
surveyor has submitted the final print which complies with the requirements of the 
County Surveyor. A copy of the official plat is attached. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board grant final approval to the plat of 
Olecranon Second Addition.  



Final Plat Approval – Olecranon Second Addition (Beatty Township) 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER _______________________________________________                                 
  
 
 WHEREAS, Minnesota Session Laws, 2012, Chapter 236, Section 28, authorizes 
St. Louis County to sell state tax forfeited shoreland parcels to current leaseholders, 
and directs that the parcels be surveyed and appraised prior to sale; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The final print of Olecranon Second Addition plat has been 
submitted and conforms with the requirements of the St. Louis County Surveyor; 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board grants final 
approval to the plat of Olecranon Second Addition, located in Beatty Township. 
 





St. Louis County Land & Minerals Department              Final Plat Approval 

This drawing is neither a legally recorded map nor a survey 
and is not intended to be used as such.  This drawing is a 
compilation of recorded information and data located in  
various city, county,state and federal offices.  St.Louis  
County is not responsible for any incorrectness herein. 
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BOARD LETTER NO. 15 - 363  
 

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CONSENT NO. 10 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.   

 
 
DATE: August 11, 2015 RE:  Final Plat Approval – 
 Olecranon Third Addition 

(Beatty Township) 
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Mark Weber, Director 
  Land and Minerals 
 
  Donald Dicklich 
  County Auditor/Treasurer 
   
 
RELATED DEPARTMENTAL GOAL: 
Financial return to the county and taxing districts. 
        
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to grant final approval to the plat of Olecranon 
Third Addition. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Since the 1950s, St. Louis County has administered a shoreland leasing program on 
state tax forfeited lands. On November 1, 2011, the St. Louis County Board authorized 
and directed the Land Commissioner to pursue special legislation for approval to sell 
these riparian lands (County Board Resolution No. 11-559). The subsequent legislation, 
Minnesota Session Laws, 2012, Chapter 236, Section 28, authorizes St. Louis County 
to sell state tax-forfeited shoreland parcels currently under lease, and directs that the 
parcels be surveyed, appraised and offered for sale to the current lease holder. Where 
suitable, the parcels are being created by subdivision plat pursuant to Minn. Stat. 505. 
 
The preliminary plat of Olecranon Third Addition is located in Beatty Township. The plat 
consists of 2 occupied lots and 1 vacant lot on the northernmost bay of Elbow Lake. The 
lots range from 2.2 acres to 2.3 acres with an average size of 2.2 acres. The total area 
being platted is approximately 6.7 acres. The lots have water access only. The surveyor 
has submitted the final print which complies with the requirements of the County 
Surveyor. A copy of the official plat is attached. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board grant final approval to the plat of 
Olecranon Third Addition. 



Final Plat Approval – Olecranon Third Addition (Beatty Township) 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER _______________________________________________                                 
  
 
 WHEREAS, Minnesota Session Laws, 2012, Chapter 236, Section 28, authorizes 
St. Louis County to sell state tax-forfeited shoreland parcels to current leaseholders, 
and directs that the parcels be surveyed and appraised prior to sale; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The final print of Olecranon Third Addition plat has been submitted 
and conforms with the requirements of the St. Louis County Surveyor; 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board grants final 
approval to the plat of Olecranon Third Addition, located in Beatty Township. 
 





St. Louis County Land & Minerals Department              Final Plat Approval 

This drawing is neither a legally recorded map nor a survey 
and is not intended to be used as such.  This drawing is a 
compilation of recorded information and data located in  
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 BOARD LETTER NO.  15 - 364 
 

 ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 CONSENT NO. 11 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.   

 
 
DATE: August 11, 2015 RE:  Final Plat Approval – 

Olecranon West (Beatty 
Township) 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Mark Weber, Director 
  Land and Minerals 
 
  Donald Dicklich 
  County Auditor/Treasurer 
   
 
RELATED DEPARTMENTAL GOAL: 
Financial return to the county and taxing districts. 
        
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to grant final approval to the plat of Olecranon 
West. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Since the 1950s, St. Louis County has administered a shoreland leasing program on 
state tax forfeited lands. On November 1, 2011, the St. Louis County Board authorized 
and directed the Land Commissioner to pursue special legislation for approval to sell 
these riparian lands (County Board Resolution No. 11-559). The subsequent legislation, 
Minnesota Session Laws, 2012, Chapter 236, Section 28, authorizes St. Louis County 
to sell state tax forfeited shoreland parcels currently under lease, and directs that the 
parcels be surveyed, appraised and offered for sale to the current lease holder. Where 
suitable, the parcels are being created by subdivision plat pursuant to Minn. Stat. 505. 
 
The preliminary plat of Olecranon West is located in Beatty Township. The plat consists 
of a single 3.0 acre lot on the west shore of West Elbow Lake. The lot has water access 
only. The surveyor has submitted the final print which complies with the requirements of 
the County Surveyor. A copy of the official plat is attached. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board grant final approval to the plat of 
Olecranon West.   



Final Plat Approval – Olecranon West (Beatty Township) 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER _______________________________________________  
 
 
 WHEREAS, Minnesota Session Laws, 2012, Chapter 236, Section 28, authorizes 
St. Louis County to sell state tax forfeited shoreland parcels to current leaseholders, 
and directs that the parcels be surveyed and appraised prior to sale; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The final print of Olecranon West plat has been submitted and 
conforms with the requirements of the St. Louis County Surveyor; 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board grants final 
approval to the plat of Olecranon West, located in Beatty Township. 
 





St. Louis County Land & Minerals Department              Final Plat Approval 

This drawing is neither a legally recorded map nor a survey 
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compilation of recorded information and data located in  
various city, county,state and federal offices.  St.Louis  
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BOARD LETTER NO. 15 - 365 
 

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CONSENT NO. 12 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.   

 
 
DATE: August 11, 2015    RE:  Trail Easement across State 

Tax Forfeited Land to Superior 
Hiking Trail Association 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Mark Weber, Director 
  Land and Minerals 
 
  Donald Dicklich 
  County Auditor/Treasurer 
 
   
RELATED DEPARTMENTAL GOAL: 
Performing public services. 
        
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize a trail easement across state tax 
forfeited land in the city of Duluth.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Superior Hiking Trail Association is requesting an easement for a segment of the 
Superior Hiking Trail. The easement is 4 feet wide and 2,957 feet long for a total 
easement area of 11,828 square feet, or .27 acres. Exercising the easement will not 
cause significant adverse environmental or natural resource management impacts, and 
will not conflict with public use of the land.   
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board grant a non-exclusive trail easement 
across state tax forfeited land to the Superior Hiking Trail Association for the amount of 
$810 land use fee, $50 administration fee and $46 recording fee; for a total of $906 to 
be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 
 
 
 
  



 
Trail Easement across State Tax Forfeited Land to 

Superior Hiking Trail Association 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ______________________________________________                                   
  
 
 
 WHEREAS, The Superior Hiking Trail Association has requested a trail 
easement across state tax forfeited land for a segment of the Superior Hiking Trail; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Exercising the easement will not conflict with public use of land; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4 authorizes the County Auditor to grant 
easements across state tax forfeited land for such purposes;  
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board authorizes 
the St. Louis County Auditor to grant a non-exclusive trail easement to the Superior 
Hiking Trail Association across state tax forfeited lands as described in County Board 
File ______. 
 
 RESOLVED FURTHER, That granting of this easement is conditioned upon 
payment of $810 land use fee, $50 administration fee and $46 recording fee; for a total 
of $906 to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 





St. Louis County Land & Minerals Department     Tax Forfeited Easements 
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BOARD LETTER NO. 15 - 366 
 

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CONSENT NO. 13 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.   

 
 
DATE: August 11, 2015    RE:  Trail Easement Across State 

Tax Forfeited Land to Drift-
Toppers Snowmobile Club 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Mark Weber, Director 
  Land and Minerals 
 
  Donald Dicklich 
  County Auditor/Treasurer 
   
 
RELATED DEPARTMENTAL GOAL: 
Performing public services. 
        
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize a trail easement across state tax-
forfeited land in the city of Duluth.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Drift-Toppers Snowmobile Club is requesting an easement for a snowmobile trail. 
The easement is 15 feet wide and 1,074 feet long for a total of 16,110 square feet, or 
.37 acres. Exercising the easement will not cause significant adverse environmental or 
natural resource management impacts, and will not conflict with public use of the land.   
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board grant a non-exclusive trail easement 
across state tax forfeited land to the Drift-Toppers Snowmobile Club for the amount of 
$1,380 land use fee, $50 administration fee and $46 recording fee; for a total of $1,476 
to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 
 
 
  



Trail Easement Across State Tax Forfeited Land to 
Drift-Toppers Snowmobile Club 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER _________________________________________________                             
  
 
 WHEREAS, The Drift-Toppers Snowmobile Club has requested a trail easement 
across state tax forfeited land for a snowmobile trail; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Exercising the easement will not conflict with public use of land; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4, authorizes the County Auditor to grant 
easements across state tax forfeited land for such purposes;  
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board authorizes 
the St. Louis County Auditor to grant a non-exclusive trail easement to the Drift-Toppers 
Snowmobile Club across state tax forfeited lands as described in County Board File 
______. 
 
 RESOLVED FURTHER, That granting of this easement is conditioned upon 
payment of $1,380 land use fee, $50 administration fee and $46 recording fee; for a 
total of $1,476 to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 







St. Louis County Land & Minerals Department     Tax Forfeited Easements 
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BOARD LETTER NO. 15 - 367 
 

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CONSENT NO. 14 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO. 

 
 
DATE: August 4, 2015    RE: Special Sale of State Tax 
        Forfeited Land to Rice Lake  
        Township 
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 

County Administrator 
  

Mark Weber, Director 
Land and Minerals 
 
Donald Dicklich 
County Auditor/Treasurer 

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Performing public services.  
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize the sale of state tax forfeited land 
to Rice Lake Township. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Rice Lake Township has requested to purchase a +/- 0.72 acre state tax forfeited lot 
within the township. The parcel was conveyed by conditional use deed to the Township 
in 2006 for excess snow storage, township equipment and supplies. The property was 
re-conveyed to the State of Minnesota in 2015 because the original public use had been 
abandoned, with the understanding that the Township wished to purchase the parcel. 
 
A governmental subdivision to which state tax forfeited land has been conveyed for an 
authorized public use, may purchase the property with the approval of the county board, 
if it fails to put the land to that public use or abandons that use. Rice Lake Township is 
seeking to purchase this property for a future development project. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve the sale of state tax 
forfeited land to Rice Lake Township for the appraised value of $28,000 plus the 
following fees: 3% assurance fee of $840, deed fee of $25, deed tax of $92.40, 
recording fee of $46, and appraisal fee of $750; for a total of $29,753.40, to be 
deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund).   



Special Sale of State Tax Forfeited Land to Rice Lake Township 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ____________________________________________________  
 
 

WHEREAS, On September 1, 2006, the State of Minnesota conveyed to the Rice 
Lake Township, the tax forfeited parcel described below to be used for an authorized 
public use: 

 
TOWN OF RICE LAKE 
Lot 1, Block 3 
GLENWOOD PARK TOWN OF RICE LAKE 
Parcel Code: 520-0100-00180 
 
WHEREAS, Rice Lake Township either failed to put the property to the public 

use for which is was conveyed, or abandoned that public use, and now desires to 
purchase the property for an authorized public purpose under Minn. Stat. § 282.01, 
Subd. 1d (a) from the State of Minnesota; 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board approves the 

sale of state tax forfeited land, as described, to Rice Lake Township for the appraised 
value of $28,000 plus the following fees: 3% assurance fee of $840, deed fee of $25, 
deed tax of $92.40, recording fee of $46, and appraisal fee of $750; for a total of 
$29,753.40, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 
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BOARD LETTER NO. 15 - 368 
 

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CONSENT NO. 15 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.  

 
 
DATE: August 11, 2015 RE:   Special Sale to Paul Johnson 

to Resolve Occupancy 
Trespass 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
County Administrator 
 
Mark Weber, Director 
Land and Minerals 
 
Donald Dicklich 
County Auditor/Treasurer 

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENTAL GOAL: 
Performing public services.  
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize the sale of state tax forfeited land 
to Mr. Paul Johnson in the city of Aurora to resolve an occupancy trespass. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Land and Minerals Department is hoping to resolve a land ownership issue 
involving structures on state tax forfeited land. Mr. Johnson purchased tax forfeited 
parcel 100-0080-00990 in 1989. It was his understanding that he had purchased several 
structures which are actually located on adjacent tax forfeited parcel 100-0080-00980. 
However, County Auditor records indicate that the structures located on tax forfeited 
parcel 100-0080-00980 are being assessed to the parcel purchased by Mr. Johnson in 
1989. The misunderstanding regarding ownership of parcel 100-0080-00980 is 
understandable in light of the fact Mr. Johnson has been paying taxes on these 
structures all these years. 
 
Special Legislation was sought and received to allow a direct land sale to resolve the 
issue. An informational letter was sent to Mr. Johnson describing the appraisal and sale 
process and the procedure for obtaining a second appraisal if there was disagreement 
with the first. Mr. Johnson chose to obtain a second appraisal which valued the property 
at $4,700. 



 
Due to the misunderstanding regarding land ownership at the time of purchase, and 
given the fact that Mr. Johnson has been paying taxes on the structures since the 
original purchase date, the Land and Minerals Department and County Administration 
recommend that the appraised value be adjusted to the value of the land when 
purchased by Mr. Johnson in 1989. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve the sale of state tax 
forfeited land to Paul Johnson, Aurora, MN, for the adjusted value of $2,000 plus a 3% 
assurance fee of $60, deed fee of $25, deed tax of $6.60 and, recording fee of $46, and 
appraisal fee of $265, for a total of $2,402.60, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited 
Tax Fund). 
 
 
  



Special Sale to Paul Johnson to Resolve Occupancy Trespass 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ____________________________________________  
 
 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Laws of Minnesota, 2013, Chapter 73, Section 33, St. 
Louis County may sell by private sale the following described state tax forfeited land: 
 

BEG 1088.74 FT N OF AN IRON MONUMENT MARKING THE E SIDE OF 
VERMILION RD 455.34 FT E OF THE SW COR OF SEC 10 AND EXTENDING 
ELY 231.49 FT THENCE SLY 100.46 FT THENCE WLY 238.82 FT TO THE E 
SIDE OF VERMILION RD THENCE NLY 100 FT TO THE PT OF BEG ALSO 
CALLED LOT 2 BLK 3 PRIVATE PLAT 
AURORA LANDS IN THE CITY 
Sec. 10, T58N, R15W 
Parcel Code: 100-0080-00980 

 
WHEREAS, This parcel of land has been classified as non-conservation land 

pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 282.01; and 
 
 WHEREAS, This parcel of land has not been withdrawn from sale pursuant to 
Minn. Stat. § 85.012, 92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8; and 282.018, and other statutes that 
require the withholding of state tax forfeited lands from sale; 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board approves the 
sale of state tax forfeited land, as described, to Paul Johnson of Aurora, MN for the 
appraised value of $2,000 plus the following fees: 3% assurance fee of $60, deed fee of 
$25, deed tax of $6.60, recording fee of $46, and appraisal fee of $265, for a total of 
$2,402.60, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 



City of Aurora          Sec: 10  Twp: 58   Rng: 15

Legal : CITY OF AURORA
BEG 1088.74 FT N OF AN IRON MONUMENT 
MARKING THE E SIDE OF VERMILION RD 
455.34 FT E OF THE SW COR OF SEC 10 
AND EXTENDING ELY 231.49 FT THENCE 
SLY 100.46 FT THENCE WLY 238.82 FT TO 
THE E SIDE OF VERMILION RD THENCE 
NLY 100 FT TO THE PT OF BEG ALSO 
CALLED LOT 2 BLK 3  PRIVATE PLAT, 
AURORA LANDS IN THE CITY
Sec 10 Twp 58 Rge 15                                   
        
Parcel Code :  100-0080-00980

LDKEY : 105312
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BOARD LETTER NO.  15 – 369   
 

PUBLIC WORKS & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE  
CONSENT NO.  16 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO. 

 
DATE: August 11, 2015 RE: Agreements for Surveying 

Services with Hayes Surveying 
& Mapping and Northern Lights 
Surveying Company 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 

James T. Foldesi 
Public Works Director/Highway Engineer 

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Provide a safe, well maintained road and bridge system. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize agreements for surveying 
services for the Public Land Survey System (PLSS). 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Public Works Department published a Request for Proposals (RFP) for surveying 
services for the recovery, restoration and perpetuation of corners of the PLSS.  The 
contract was divided into 6 distinct project areas labled A-F. Twelve firms were solicited 
with eleven submitting proposals.  The top two firms with the necessary training, 
experience, and knowledge were determined to be, Hayes Surveying & Mapping, PC, 
and Northern Lights Surveying Company.  
 
Contract  
5257  Township Name Firm Awarded   Cost 
  
Area A  Hoyt Lakes  Northern Lights Surveying  $  59,390 
Area C (Unorg) T63 R21 Northern Lights Surveying  $  59,615 
Area D Willow Valley  Northern Lights Surveying  $  10,290 
Area E Morcom  Northern Lights Surveying  $  16,660 
          $145,955 
 
Area B Waasa  Hayes Surveying and Mapping $  61,450 
Area F Pike   Hayes Surveying and Mapping $  26,800 
          $  88,250 
 



The factors considered to determine the best choice were based on content of the 
proposals, the proven ability to provide similar products within the established 
guidelines, demonstration of a clear understanding of the county’s needs, references 
and past performance, and the ability to provide products within a specified time frame.  
The agreements state that those services shall include services for the recovery or 
restoration and verification of certain PLSS corners in northern St. Louis County.  This 
project will be funded as a part of the PLSS Survey Corner Acceleration Project, with 
completion by December 1, 2016. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board authorize agreements with Hayes 
Surveying & Mapping, PC of Grand Marais, MN, and Northern Lights Surveying 
Company of Virginia, MN, for surveying services for the recovery, restoration and 
perpetuation of corners of the Public Land Survey System.  The total cost of these 
services is $234,205, payable from Fund 200, Agency 200122, Object 626600.  
 

  



Agreement for Surveying Services with Northern Lights Surveying Company  
 
 

BY COMMISSIONER ________________________________________________ 
 

 
 RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board authorizes an agreement (Contract 
number 5257 Areas A,C,D,E), and any amendments authorized by the County Attorney, 
whereby the county will purchase surveying services from Northern Lights Surveying 
Company of Virginia, MN, for the recovery, restoration and perpetuation of corners of 
the Public Land Survey System in northern St. Louis County (Contract number 5257 
Areas A,C,D,E) in the amount of $145,955, payable from Fund 200, Agency 200122, 
Object 626600. 
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Agreement for Surveying Services with Hayes Surveying & Mapping, PC 
 
 

BY COMMISSIONER _________________________________________________ 
 

 
 RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board authorizes an agreement (Contract 
number 5257 Areas B,F), and any amendments authorized by the County Attorney, 
whereby the county will purchase surveying services from Hayes Surveying & Mapping, 
PC of Grand Marais, MN, for the recovery, restoration and perpetuation of corners of 
the Public Land Survey System in northern St. Louis County (Contract number 5257 
Areas B,F) in the amount of $88,250, payable from Fund 200, Agency 200122, Object 
626600. 
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BOARD LETTER NO.  15 – 370    
 

PUBLIC WORKS & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE  
CONSENT NO.  17 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO. 

 
DATE: August 11, 2015 RE: Safe Routes to School Pilot 

Study Force Account 
Agreement with MN 
Department of Transportation 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 

James T. Foldesi 
Public Works Director/Highway Engineer 

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
To provide a safe, well maintained road and bridge system. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize an agreement with the Minnesota 
Department of Transportation (MnDOT) for a Safe Routes to School Pilot Study within 
the city of Hibbing.  
 
BACKGROUND:  
The Safe Routes to School program is a federal program that provides funding and 
resources to community and school groups to support students walking and biking to 
school. MnDOT is responsible for administering the Safe Routes to School program in 
Minnesota. This includes receiving applications, selecting projects and providing 
oversight for all Safe Routes to School projects.  
 
According to MnDOT, many Safe Routes to School infrastructure type projects have 
limited formal planning and engineering analysis completed prior to the project 
application being submitted. In some cases, a prospective project may have an 
extensive planning analysis completed, but little or no traffic engineering analysis. 
Consequently, decisions can be made that do not reflect best practices for pedestrian 
and bicyclist safety. In an effort to ensure future Safe Routes to School infrastructure 
projects are based on best practices, MnDOT proposed a pilot study that would use 
professional planners and professional traffic engineers to plan, analyze and develop a 
Safe Routes to School plan. This pilot study would include a “rural” and “metro” case 
study. The “rural” study would be managed by St. Louis County and the “metro” study 
would be managed by Washington County.  



 
St. Louis County has coordinated with the City of Hibbing and the Hibbing Public School 
District, and will coordinate with the Assumption Catholic School to develop a Safe 
Routes to School plan for these elementary schools located in Hibbing. St. Louis County 
will act as the project administrator which will include hiring an engineering/planning 
consultant to perform the actual study and managing the project through completion. 
Once this plan is completed, it will be used by MnDOT as an example for other school 
districts, cities and counties as they develop their own Safe Routes to School plan. The 
estimated project cost is $71,500, which will be paid for by federal funding.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board adopt a resolution authorizing an 
agreement with MnDOT for a Safe Routes to School Pilot Study within the city of 
Hibbing, accounted for in Fund 220, Agency 220370.   
 
 
  



Safe Routes to School Pilot Study Force Account Agreement with MN Department 
of Transportation 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ___________________________________________________ 
 
 

WHEREAS, The Safe Routes to School program is a federal program that 
provides funding and resources to community and school groups to support students 
walking and biking to school; and  

 
WHEREAS, The Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) administers 

the Safe Routes to School Program for the state of Minnesota; and 
 
WHEREAS, MnDOT desires to complete a Safe Routes to School pilot study in 

St. Louis County for the Hibbing Public Schools and Assumption Catholic School in 
Hibbing; and  

 
WHEREAS, St. Louis County will conduct the preliminary engineering by an 

engineering consultant for this pilot study; and  
 
WHEREAS, The estimated cost of the preliminary engineering is $71,500 which 

is anticipated to be paid for by 100 percent federal funds; and  
 
WHEREAS, MnDOT must be designated as the fiscal agent by a force account 

agreement to accept and disburse federal funds for this project; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That pursuant to Minn. Stat. Section 161.36, 

the Commissioner of Transportation be appointed as agent of St. Louis County to 
accept as its agent, federal aid funds which may be made available for eligible 
transportation related projects; 

 
RESOLVED FURTHER, That the appropriate county officials are hereby 

authorized and directed for and on behalf of the county to execute and enter into an 
agreement with the Commissioner of Transportation prescribing terms and conditions of 
said federal aid participation as set forth and contained in “Minnesota Department of 
Transportation Agency Agreement No. 1000866”, a copy of which was before the 
County Board and which is made a part hereof by reference. This project is identified as 
SP 069-591-004, CP 0000-266622 and will be accounted for in Fund 220, Agency 
220370.  
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BOARD LETTER NO.  15 – 371    
 

FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE CONSENT NO.  18 
 

BOARD AGENDA NO. 
 

DATE: August 11, 2015 RE: Support for AEOA Rental 
Rehabilitation Deferred Loan 
Pilot Program 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
   Barbara Hayden, Director  
  Planning and Community Development 
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOALS: 
Assist communities in achieving housing, economic development and community 
development objectives. Secure and administer federal, state and other funding which 
implements county policies and maximizes local resources. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to support the Arrowhead Economic 
Opportunity Agency, Inc. (AEOA) application to administer the Minnesota Housing 
Finance Agency (Minnesota Housing) Rental Rehabilitation Deferred Loan Pilot 
Program (RRDL) in St. Louis County outside the city of Duluth.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
Minnesota Housing released a request for proposals to administer its Rental 
Rehabilitation Deferred Loan Pilot Program (RRDL). The RRDL provides funding to 
rental property owners to assist with improving and preserving affordable workforce 
rental housing. AEOA currently administers RRDL for the communities of Aurora, 
Eveleth, Gilbert, Hibbing, Hoyt Lakes, Mt. Iron and Virginia. The new application would 
expand RRDL eligibility to all of St. Louis County outside the city of Duluth. (One Roof 
Community Housing administers the RRDL Program within the city of Duluth.) 
 
The AEOA application expanding service to all of St. Louis County requires a resolution 
by the St. Louis County Board in its submission.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board adopt a resolution supporting the 
AEOA application and authorize AEOA to administer the RRDL in all of St. Louis County 
outside the city of Duluth.  
  



 
Support for AEOA Rental Rehabilitation Deferred Loan Pilot Program 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER _________________________________________________ 
 
 

WHEREAS, The St. Louis County HUD Consolidated Plan supports the need for 
rehabilitation of rental housing within the county; and  
 

WHEREAS, The Minnesota Housing Finance Agency is requesting proposals for 
administrators of the Rental Rehabilitation Deferred Loan Pilot Program (RRDL) to 
address rental rehabilitation needs in Greater Minnesota; and  
 

WHEREAS, The Arrowhead Economic Opportunity Agency, Inc. is an eligible 
RRDL Program applicant and is experienced in the delivery of housing rehabilitation 
programs; and  
 

WHEREAS, The Arrowhead Economic Opportunity Agency, Inc. is proposing to 
apply for RRDL Pilot Program funding to serve St. Louis County, outside the city of 
Duluth; 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, The St. Louis County Board supports 
submission of the Arrowhead Economic Opportunity Agency, Inc. application to the 
Minnesota Housing Finance Agency – Rental Rehabilitation Deferred Loan Pilot 
Program Request for Proposals and authorizes the Arrowhead Economic Opportunity 
Agency, Inc. to administer the Rental Rehabilitation Deferred Loan Pilot Program within 
St. Louis County, outside the city Duluth.  
 
 



BOARD LETTER NO.  15 – 372   
 

FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE CONSENT NO.  19 
 

BOARD AGENDA NO. 
 

DATE: August 11, 2015 RE: Violation of St. Louis County 
Ordinance No. 28, Hi Banks 
Resort (Fredenberg Township) 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 

Donald Dicklich 
County Auditor/Treasurer 

 
Mark Rubin 
County Attorney 
 
 

RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Provide mandated and discretionary licensing services in a timely manner. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to consider penalties and/or suspension of 
liquor licenses for alleged violation of St. Louis County Ordinance No. 28 by Hi Banks 
Resort, Inc. d/b/a Hi Banks Resort, Fredenberg Township, sale to minor, July 6, 2015. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The County Attorney and the County Auditor have received reports from the St. Louis 
County Sheriff’s Office of an alleged violation of St. Louis County Ordinance No. 28 on 
July 6, 2015, by Hi Banks Resort, Inc. d/b/a Hi Banks Resort, Fredenberg Township. 
 
On August 4, 2015, the St. Louis County Liquor Licensing Committee met to discuss the 
alleged Ordinance No. 28 violation against Hi Banks Resort.  After consideration of the 
allegations and circumstances, the committee recommended a ten (10) day license 
suspension and $1,000 civil penalty, with nine (9) days and $800 of the civil penalty 
stayed for one (1) year on the condition that the licensee have no same or similar 
violations during that year. The date of the one (1) day suspension will be September 8, 
2015. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board consider suspension, revocation, or 
other sanctions of the liquor licenses issued to Hi Banks Resort, Inc. d/b/a Hi Banks 
Resort, including but not limited to, imposition of civil penalties for the violation based on 
the findings of the County Liquor Licensing Committee.   



 
Violation of St. Louis County Ordinance No. 28, Hi Banks Resort  

(Fredenberg Township) 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ___________________________________________________ 
 
 

WHEREAS, The St. Louis County Liquor Licensing Committee met on August 4, 
2015, to consider recommending action to be taken by the County Board as a result of 
an alleged liquor law violation on July 6, 2015, against Hi Banks Resort, Inc. d/b/a Hi 
Banks Resort, Fredenberg Township; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Liquor Licensing Committee recommended a ten (10) day 
suspension and $1,000 civil penalty, with nine (9) days of the suspension and $800 of 
the civil penalty stayed, for one year with no same or similar violations during that year, 
and recommended that the County Attorney’s Office propose this penalty to Hi Banks 
Resort, Inc.; and 

 
WHEREAS, Hi Banks, Resort, Inc. has agreed to accept the proposal if approved 

by the County Board; 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board authorizes 
the appropriate county officials to execute an agreement suspending the Combination 
On/Off-Sale and Sunday On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License No. 16-CTCMBS-00023, 
issued to Hi Banks Resort, Inc. d/b/a Hi Banks Resort, Fredenberg Township, for ten 
(10) days and $1,000 civil penalty, with nine (9) days and $800 of the civil penalty 
stayed for one (1) year on the condition that the licensee have no same or similar 
violations during that year; 
 

RESOLVED FURTHER, That the date of suspension of the liquor license will be 
September 8, 2015; 

 
RESOLVED FURTHER, That a new violation within the next year (ending August 

11, 2016), will result in the imposition of the remainder of the suspension and civil 
penalty, and may also be cause for additional action against the liquor license of the 
licensee pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance Number 28, Section 13. 
 



 

 

 
Minutes 

August 4, 2015 
ST. LOUIS COUNTY LIQUOR LICENSING COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
************************************************************************** 

 
The meeting was called to order at 8:06 a.m., by Chair Keith Nelson, with the following members present:  
Deputy Auditor Phil Chapman and Assistant County Attorney James Nephew 
 
Nephew/Chapman moved to approve the minutes of the July 7, 2015, meeting.  (3-0) 
 
Lt. Dave Rolland entered the meeting at 8:07 a.m. 
 
Paula Gellatly appeared for Alborn Tavern, Inc. d/b/a Alborn Tavern, Alborn Township, requesting transfer of 
Combination On/Off-Sale and Sunday On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License.  The applicant was asked relevant 
questions from the Liquor Licensing Checklist.  The application was recommended to the Board for approval.  
A copy of the checklist was added to the applicant's file.  A public hearing for the Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor 
License will be held on September 1, 2015.  (Rolland/Chapman) (4-0) 
 
Commissioner Dahlberg entered the meeting at 8:41 a.m. 
 
There was discussion regarding the alleged liquor law violation at Hi Banks Resort, Inc. d/b/a Hi Banks Resort, 
Fredenberg Township, sale to minor on July 6, 2015.  Tim and Kim Wagner appeared for Hi Banks Resort, Inc.  
Lt. Rolland made a motion, supported by Deputy Auditor Chapman, to recommend to the County Board a ten 
(10) day suspension and $1,000.00 fine, nine (9) days and $800.00, stayed, if no same or similar violations 
occur within one year, subject to additional penalties that may be imposed by the County Board.  A public 
hearing will be scheduled for September 1, 2015.  (5-0) 
 
There was discussion regarding the alleged liquor law violation at A. P. Inc. d/b/a A. P. Liquor, Gnesen 
Township, sale to minor on July 6, 2015.  Adam Riesland appeared for A. P. Inc.  Lt. Rolland said it was the 
third violation for the establishment, and it occurred during the days stayed outlined in County Board 
Resolution No. 14-577, adopted October 28, 2014.  Lt. Rolland made a motion, supported by Commissioner 
Dahlberg, to recommend to the County Board a thirty (30) day suspension and $2,000.00 fine, twenty (20) 
days and $2,000.00, stayed, if no same or similar violations occur within one year, subject to additional 
penalties that may be imposed by the County Board.  The motion was amended to $2,000.00 fine with 
$1,700.00 stayed.  (5-0)   A public hearing will be scheduled for September 1, 2015. 
 
There was discussion regarding the imposition of the remaining penalty/fine for the liquor law violation that 
occurred at A. P. Inc. d/b/a A. P. Liquor, Gnesen Township, sale to minor on August 2, 2014.  Commissioner 
Dahlberg made a motion, supported by Lt. Rolland, to impose the remainder of the penalty/fine, if the alleged 
July 6, 2015 violation is proven by the Board.  A public hearing will be scheduled for September 1, 2015.  (5-0) 
 
There was a brief discussion regarding noise complaints at liquor establishments.  Commissioner Nelson said 
that the Liquor Licensing Committee does not have the authority to enforce local ordinances and it is the 
responsibility of each township. 
 
Dahlberg/Rolland moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 a.m. (5-0) 
 
 
________________________ 
Keith Nelson, Chair           
 
 
________________________ 
Wendy M. Johnson, IS II 



BOARD LETTER NO. 15 - 373 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY & CORRECTIONS COMMITTEE  

CONSENT NO. 20 

 

BOARD AGENDA NO.  

 

DATE: August 11, 2015   RE: Amendment to the 2013 
Hazardous Fuel Reduction 
Grant  

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
County Administrator 
 
Ross Litman 
Sheriff 

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
To enhance public safety. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize an amendment to the 2013 
Hazardous Fuels Reduction Grant by extending the term of the grant.   
 
BACKGROUND:  
On October 1, 2013, the County Board adopted Resolution No. 13-610, authorizing the 
application and acceptance of the 2013 Hazardous Fuels Reduction Grant in the 
amount of $232,000 for the period of September 2013 through September 2015.  In 
order to complete the projects as requested, the Sheriff's Office has asked the U.S. 
Forest Service to extend the grant period through September 30, 2016. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board authorize an amendment to the 
2013 Hazardous Fuels Reduction Grant for the period September 2013 through 
September 30, 2016, to be accounted for in Fund 290, Agency 290999, Grant 29003, 
Year 2013. 



Amendment to the 2013 Hazardous Fuel Reduction Grant 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER __________________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, On October 1, 2013 the St. Louis County Board adopted Resolution 
No.13-610 authorizing the application and acceptance of the 2013 Hazardous Fuels 
Reduction Grant for the period of September 2013 through September 2015; and 
 
 WHEREAS, In order to complete the projects as requested, the Sheriff's Office 
has requested that the U.S. Forest Service extend the grant period through September 
2016; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The U.S. Forest Service is willing to extend the grant period as 
requested;  
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board authorizes 
an amendment to the 2013 Hazardous Fuels Reduction Grant funding on behalf of the 
Superior National Forest in the amount of $232,000 for the period of September 2013 
through September 30, 2016; 
 

RESOLVED FURTHER, That St. Louis County will serve as fiscal agent, with 
funds to be accounted for in Fund 290, Agency 290999 Grant 29003, Year 2013.  

 
. 
 
 

 
 



BOARD LETTER NO.  15 – 374 

ESTABLISHMENT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 
FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE NO.  1 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO. 

 
DATE: August 11, 2015 RE: Establish Public Hearing to 

Consider Off-Sale Intoxicating 
Liquor License (Alborn 
Township) 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Donald Dicklich 
  County Auditor/Treasurer 
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Provide mandated and discretionary licensing services in a timely manner. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to establish a public hearing to consider an off-
sale intoxicating liquor license for an establishment in Alborn Township. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Alborn Tavern, Inc., has made application for an Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License for 
the establishment known as Alborn Tavern, Alborn Township. 
 
Minn. Stat. 340A.405, subdivision 2d, relating to the issuance of off-sale intoxicating 
liquor licenses provides that "No license may be issued under this subdivision unless a 
public hearing is held on the issuance of the license.  Notice must be given to all 
interested parties and to any city located within three miles of the premises to be 
licensed.  At the hearing the county board shall consider testimony and exhibits 
presented by interested parties and may base its decision to issue or deny a license 
upon the nature of the business to be conducted and its impact upon any municipality, 
and the character and reputation of the applicant, and the propriety of the location." 
 
The County Liquor Licensing Committee considered and approved the application and 
recommends Board approval.  According to the St. Louis County Fee Schedule, this 
establishment is applying for an Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License located in Area 3 
and the annual license fee is $150. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board establish a public hearing to 
consider the above referenced off-sale intoxicating liquor license application at 9:45 
a.m., Tuesday, September 1, 2015, in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN. 



Establish Public Hearing to Consider Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License 
(Alborn Township) 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
 RESOLVED, That a public hearing will be held at 9:45 a.m. on September 1, 
2015, in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, for the purpose of considering 
an Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License to Alborn Tavern, Inc. d/b/a Alborn Tavern, 
Alborn Township. 



BOARD LETTER NO.  15 – 375 
   

ESTABLISHMENT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 
FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE NO.  2 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO. 

 
DATE: August 11, 2015 RE: Establish Public Hearing to 

Consider Allegations of Liquor 
Law Violation – A.P. Liquor 
(Gnesen Township) 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Donald Dicklich 
  County Auditor/Treasurer 
 
  Mark Rubin 
  County Attorney 
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Provide mandated and discretionary licensing services in a timely manner. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to establish a public hearing to consider 
penalties and/or suspension of the liquor licenses issued to A. P. Inc. d/b/a A. P. Liquor, 
Gnesen Township, for alleged liquor law violation, sale to minor, July 6, 2015. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 28, Section 13.01, Any liquor license 
issued pursuant to this Ordinance may be suspended or revoked for up to sixty (60) 
days, a civil penalty of up to $2,000 imposed for each violation, or a combination of any 
of these sanctions may be imposed by the County Board upon cause shown after a 
hearing.  A hearing shall be held pursuant to the provisions of these subdivisions and 
any other uniform rules for hearings promulgated by the County Board.  Cause for 
revocation or suspension or civil penalty or any combination of these sanctions 
includes, but is not limited to, the filing of false information on a license application, 
violation of any liquor laws, regulations or provisions of the Ordinance, or failure to 
maintain any licenses issued by the Minnesota Department of Health as may be 
required. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that a public hearing on the matter be scheduled for September 1, 
2015, at 9:50 a.m., in the St. Louis County Courthouse,100 North 5th Avenue West, 
Room 200, Duluth, MN  55802. 



Establish Public Hearing to Consider Violation Allegations of Liquor Law – 
A. P. Inc. (Gnesen Township) 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER _________________________________________________ 
 
 
 RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board establishers a public hearing at 
9:50 a.m., on Tuesday, September 1, 2015, in the St. Louis County Courthouse,100 
North 5th Avenue West, Room 200, Duluth, MN  55802, for the consideration of the 
allegations and, if proven, the suspension or revocation of the liquor licenses issued to 
A. P. Inc. d/b/a A. P. Liquor, Gnesen Township, and/or the imposition of civil penalties 
for the violation. 
 



BOARD LETTER NO. 15 – 376 

 

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE NO. 1 

 

BOARD AGENDA NO.  

   
 
DATE: August 11, 2015   RE: Approval of Addendum to the 

Procurement Card Policies and 
Procedures  

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Donald Dicklich 

County Auditor 
 
Ann M. Busche, Director 
Public Health & Human Services 

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Children will be born healthy, and live a life free from abuse and neglect. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to approve the attached addendum to the 
Procurement Card Policies and Procedures, specifically to authorize a procurement 
card pilot program for the Public Health and Human Services Department (PHHS) to 
address emergency client needs.  
  
BACKGROUND: 
St Louis County has a procurement card program, however, purchases for client needs 
are currently excluded from the list of authorized purchases.  In PHHS, there are times 
that social workers or their supervisors may encounter a situation that requires an 
immediate purchase of an item for life and safety reasons.  Examples may be baby 
formula, baby diapers, baby gates, cribs, and cleaning supplies.  Authorizing the 
purchase of these items will allow the child to be safe in the household and could avoid 
a more costly out of home placement. 
 
The Auditor’s Office, the Purchasing Division and PHHS have developed a pilot 
program where procurement cards could be used to purchase these life and safety 
items in an emergency situation where other options are not available. The program 
would be conducted in Northern St Louis County and would involve the assignment of 
procurement cards to three to six PHHS employees, ending on February 29, 2016. An 
assessment of the pilot program would be made and if it is determined to be successful, 
a recommendation would be brought back to the Board to continue the use of 
procurement cards on an ongoing basis. 
 
 



RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve the attached addendum to 
the Procurement Card Policies and Procedures, specifically to authorize a procurement 
card pilot program for the Public Health and Human Services Department to address 
emergency client needs.  
  



Approval of Addendum to the Procurement Card Policies and Procedures 
 

 
BY COMMISSIONER _________________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, There are times when Public Health and Human Services 
Department (PHHS) social workers encounter an emergency situation that requires the 
immediate purchase of an item for life and safety reasons (i.e. baby formula, diapers, 
food, cribs, baby gates, and cleaning supplies); and  
 

WHEREAS, Authorizing the purchase of these items will allow the child to remain 
safe in the household and could avoid a more costly out of home placement; and 

 
WHEREAS, The Auditor’s Office, the Purchasing Division and PHHS have been 

working to develop a pilot program where procurement cards could be used to purchase 
these life and safety items in an emergency situation where others options are not 
available; and 

 
WHEREAS, The pilot program will be conducted in Northern St Louis County and 

involve assigning procurement cards to three to six PHHS employees, ending on 
February 29, 2016; and  

 
WHEREAS, An assessment of the program will be made and if it is determined to 

be successful, a recommendation will be brought back to the Board to continue the use 
of procurement cards on an ongoing basis; 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board authorizes 

an addendum to the Procurement Card Policies and Procedures, as outlined in County 
Board File No. _______, specifically to authorize a procurement card pilot program for 
Public Health and Human Services Department emergency client needs; 

 
RESOLVED FURTHER, That the pilot program will include three to six PHHS 

employees in Northern St. Louis County, ending on February 29, 2016.  
 

 
 



Addendum to 
Procurement Card Program 

Policies and Procedures 
Specific to Public Health and Human Services  

 
The St Louis County Procurement Card Program Policies and Procedures state that 

procurement cards cannot be used for the acquisition of goods or services for a client. 

This addendum allows for the purchase of goods in emergency situations for clients of 

the Public Health and Human Services Department (PHHS) as a pilot program ending 

on February 29, 2016.  

 

A pilot procurement card program has been implemented within PHHS to address 

immediate unmet client basic needs (i.e., baby formula, diapers, food, cribs, baby gates, 

and essential cleaning supplies) where the items would create or enhance child safety, 

are directly related to a service plan goal and objective, and would otherwise cost the 

county increased dollars in out of home placement costs.  All requirements outlined in 

the Procurement Card Program Policies and Procedures shall apply to this pilot. 

  

This pilot program has been approved by County Board Resolution No. 15-___. Those 

employees participating in the pilot program will have a procurement card authorized by 

the Purchasing Division with a $250 daily limit and $500 monthly limit and will be 

automatically re-filled each month.  Supervisor approval is required prior to making a 

purchase with a procurement card under this pilot program.  



 
PROCUREMENT CARD USER AGREEMENT  

* SPECIFIC TO PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES *  
 

 
1. I agree to the following regarding use of the Procurement Card Procurement System at St. 

Louis County: 
2. I understand that I am making financial commitments on behalf of St. Louis County and will 

strive to obtain the best value for the County. 
3. I understand that under no circumstances will I use the procurement card to make personal 

purchases, either for myself or for others. 
4. I understand that I will use the procurement card only to address immediate unmet client 

basic needs (ex. formula, diapers, food, cribs, baby gates, essential cleaning supplies, etc.) 
where the items would create or enhance child safety, are directly related to a service plan 
goal and objective, and would otherwise cost the county increased dollars in out of home 
placement costs and that prior supervisory approval is required.   

5. I have been given a copy of the Procurement Card Procurement Policy and Procedures, 
and understand the requirements for procurement card use. 

6. I will follow the established procedures for use of the procurement card. Failure to do so 
may result in either loss of privileges or other disciplinary actions, including termination of 
employment. 

7. I understand that failure to provide a service arrangement and an attached receipt to PHHS 
Business Services in a timely fashion and/or failure to complete the monthly on-line 
reconciliation shall result in the immediate cancellation of the procurement card for a period 
of six months.  

8. I agree that if I should misuse the card or otherwise violate the terms of this agreement (as 
determined by my Department Head, Director of Purchasing, County Auditor, or County 
Attorney), I will reimburse St. Louis County for all incurred charges and any fees related to 
the collection of those charges, and hereby authorize the Auditor to deduct from my payroll 
check the required reimbursement. If the costs incurred exceed the maximum amount that 
could be withheld under garnishment laws in Minnesota for the next paycheck, I agree I will 
be responsible for all remaining charges and fees related to the collection of those charges 
and authorize the Auditor to deduct such additional amounts from future paychecks or 
utilize other means for collection. 

9. I understand that failure to report a lost or stolen procurement card may cause a liability for 
the County. I will immediately notify the Bank and the Procurement Card Administrator of 
the loss or theft of the card. Failure on my part may cause me to be liable for unauthorized 
purchases and will result in losing procurement card privileges. 

 

Employee Name (PRINT) __________________________________ 

 

Employee Name (SIGNATURE) _____________________________  Date: ____________ 

 

Department Head Name (PRINT) ____________________________ 

 

Department Head Name (SIGNATURE) _______________________  Date :____________ 

 
 
 



BOARD LETTER NO. 15 – 377 

 

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE NO. 2 

 

BOARD AGENDA NO.  

   

 

DATE: August 11, 2015   RE: Selection of Vendor for PHHS 

Arvig File Storage Project   

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 

  County Administrator 

 

  Ann M. Busche, Director 

Public Health & Human Services  
 

 

RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
To protect, promote, and improve the health and quality of life in St. Louis County. 
 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize a contract to electronically scan 
the Public Health and Human Services Department’s (PHHS) closed files currently held 
in storage in the Arvig Building in Duluth, MN.  
 

BACKGROUND: 
The remodel of the Duluth Government Services Center (GSC) has made evident a 
need to conserve space by the elimination of as much paper storage as possible. Since 
2013, PHHS has initiated a paper and hard file reduction program to address this issue. 
As a part of this project, closed Duluth files are presently being stored in leased office 
space in the Arvig Building.  Referred to as the Arvig File Storage Project, 
approximately 73 five-drawer lateral file cabinets contain documents that are ready for 
conversion to digital form. The project is an effort to classify, scan, and/or purge 
documents so that the Department can effectively eliminate the volume of paper in 
storage. Scanning in this case may be a combination of in-house scanning and 
outsourcing. 
 
The Department has only enough staffing capacity and time to complete the scanning 
of a portion of the existing files prior to the Arvig Building lease expiration on December 
31, 2015.  Also, storage space within the GSC is very limited and not enough square 
footage will be available for the size of these files.   
 
The Purchasing Division has issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) for imaging of 
1,400 banker boxes full of PHHS documents. Responses to the RFP are due at 1:00 
p.m. on Friday, August 7.  Information will follow as to the recommended vendor after 
the responses have been reviewed and evaluated by Purchasing and PHHS.  
 
 
 



RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board authorize a contract with the chosen 
vendor in an amount not to exceed that reflected in the RFP response. All expenses are 
payable from the PHHS Technology Improvements fund balance, Fund 230, Object 
311401, with a corresponding increase to expenditure budget Fund 230, Agency 
230011, Object 629900, to be placed into CY 2015 budget with all unexpended funds to 
be carried over into 2016 budget.   



Selection of Vendor for PHHS Arvig File Storage Project 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ____________________________________________________ 
 
 

WHEREAS, Remodel of the Duluth Government Services Center (GSC) has 
made evident a need to conserve space by the elimination of as much paper storage as 
possible; and 
 

WHEREAS, Approximately 1,400 banker boxes of documents awaiting 
conversion to digital format are presently being stored in leased office space in the 
Arvig Building; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Public Health and Human Services Department (PHHS) does 
not have time nor staffing capacity to complete a paper/electronic scanning project of 
these files prior to the Arvig lease expiration on December 31, 2015; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Purchasing Division has issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) 
for imaging of these documents; and 

 
WHEREAS, Responses have been reviewed and evaluated by Purchasing and 

PHHS staff and they are recommending ____________________ as the vendor to 
provide these services, as specified in the RFP;  

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board authorizes a 

contract with ______________________, for document preparation and scanning, for a 
maximum price of $_____________, all expenses payable from the PHHS Technology 
Improvements fund balance, Fund 230, Object 311401, with a corresponding increase 
to expenditure budget Fund 230, Agency 230011, Object 629900, to be placed into CY 
2015 budget with all unexpended funds to be carried over into 2016 budget.   
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