
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
ST. LOUIS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

July 28, 2015 

Location: St. Louis County Courthouse, Virginia, Minnesota 

Present: Commissioners Jewell, Boyle, Dahlberg, Rukavina, Nelson, Raukar, and Chair Stauber 

Absent: None 

Convened: Chair Stauber called the meeting to order at 11 :45 a.m. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Nelson/Boyle moved to approve the consent agenda. The motion passed. (7 -0) 

• Minutes of July 14, 2015 
• Acceptance of Additional Grant Funding to Extend Program Year for the Northeast Minnesota 

Project to End Long-Term Homelessness [15-318] 
• Final Plat Approval- Before Long (Unorganized Township 54-15) [15-319] 
• Final Plat Approval- Wolf West (Morse Township) [15-320] 
• Approval of Registered Land Survey No. 125 (Unorganized Township 61-13) [15-321} 
• Approval of Registered Land Survey No. 127 (Grand Lake Township North) [15-322] 
• Reclassification of State Tax Forfeited Lands to Non-Conservation [15-323] 
• Reclassification and Special Sale to the Duluth Housing & Redevelopment Authority, Rescind 

County Board Resolution No. 15-433 and Correct Legal Description [15-324] 
• Access Easements across State Tax Forfeited Land to Potlatch Minnesota Timberlands, LLC 

(Kugler and Unorganized Township 61-17) [15-325] 
• Access Easement across State Tax Forfeited Land for Access to the Plats of Stump Lake North 

and Stump Lake South (Ault Township) [15-326] 
• Utility Easement across State Tax Forfeited Land to Lake Country Power (Unorganized 

Townships 54-14 and 55-14) [15-327] 
• Establishment of a Time Conditional No Parking Zone on CSAH 100/Main Street (Aurora) 

[15-328] 
• Agreement with LHB Corp. for Construction Administration and Inspection Services - Bridges 

303 and 323 (Angora and Owens Townships) [15-329] 
• Abatement List for Board Approval [15-330] 
• One-Time Property Tax Penalty Abatement Procedure [15-331} 
• Sale ofNon-Conforming Surplus Fee Land (Rice Lake Township) [15-332] 
• Location Change for the October 6, 2015 County Board Meeting [15-333] 

At 11:46 a.m., Brenda Halter, Forest Supervisor, Superior National Forest, gave a presentation to the 
Committee regarding the purchase and exchange of State School Trust lands in the Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area Wilderness (BWCA W). St. Louis County Intergovernmental Relations Director John 
Ongaro discussed the impact that legislation authorizing Payment-In-Lieu-Of-Taxes (PILT) has on 



counties receiving Thye-Blatnik payments, specifically St. Louis, Lake, and Cook counties. 
Con1missioner Raukar stepped out of the meeting from 12:21 p.m. to 12:32 p.m. 

At 12:42 p.m., the Committee of the Whole recessed. At 1 :59 p.m., the Committee of the Whole re
convened with all members present except Commissioner Dahlberg. 

Health & Human Services Committee 

Chair Stauber noted that itein #1, PHHS Arvig File Storage Project [15-334] was pulled from the 
agenda by the Public Health & Human Services Department. 

Central Management & Intergovernmental Committee 

Jewell/Boyle moved to approve the proposed acquisition of property described as Township 56, Range 
17, SE Y4 SW Y4 ( 40 acres), Section 22, by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources for the 
purpose of wildlife management, hunting, trapping, fishing, and wildlife observation within the 
Wildlife Management Area [15-336}. Commissioner Nelson stated that he had no financial interest in 
the proposal; Tom Rusch's wife manages a business owned by Commissioner Nelson. DNR Tower 
Area Wildlife Supervisor Tom Rusch discussed the proposal. Chair Stauber stepped out of the meeting 
at 2: 14 p.m. After further discussion, the motion passed without recommendation for consideration at 
the September 1, 2015 St. Louis County Board meeting. (5-0, Dahlberg, Stauber absent) 

Jewell/Nelson moved to ratify the 2015-2016 Jail/911 contract and authorize the appropriate county 
officials to execute the Collective Bargaining Unit Agreement [15-337]. The motion passed. (5-0, 
Dahlberg, Stauber absent) 

Finance & Budget Committee 

No action was taken to consider a resolution authorizing the reduction of the minimum proof of 
insurance for the "Heck of the North" bicycle ride on August 22-23, 2015 [15-313] (tabled at the July 
14, 2015 Committee of the Whole meeting). 

Raukar/Rukavina moved that the St. Louis County Board provide an allocation of $30,000 as a match 
for the City of Duluth contribution toward the effort to rename the new Duluth International Airport 
terminal for Congressman Jim Oberstar, celebrating the life and legacy of Minnesota's longest-serving 
congressman, payable from Communications/Public Relations Fund 1 00, Agency 104001. Chair 
Stauber returned to the meeting at 2:31 p.m. The motion passed without recommendation [15-335]. 
(6-0, Dahlberg absent) 

COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION ITEMS 

Commissioner Nelson discussed the number of calls he has been receiving thanking him for repairing 
the road that leads to Cliffs Mining. 

Commissioner Rukavina discussed tax-forfeited properties he viewed in the Trout Lake area along 
with Administrator Gray and Land Commissioner Mark Weber. 



i\t 2:43 p.m., Jewell/Nelson moved to adjourn the Committee of the Whole meeting. The motion 
passed. (6-0, Dahlberg absent) 

Pete Stauber, Chair of the County Board 


