
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
ST. LOUIS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Tuesday, January 13, 2015 

l,ocation: St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota 

Present: Commissioners Jewell, Boyle, Dahlberg, Rukavina, Nelson, Raukar, and Chair Stauber 

Absent: None 

Convened: Chair Stauber called the meeting to order at 10:06 a.m. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Raukar/Jewelltnoved to approve the consent agenda. The motion passed. (7-0) 

• Minutes of January 6, 2015 
• Cancellation of Contract for Purchase of State Tax Forfeited Land- Ceannaideach [15-14] 
• Amendment to Professional Services Agreement for Horticulture/Educational Activities [15-

15] 
• Amendment to Professional Services Agreement for Agriculture and Environment Education 

[15-16] 
• Uniform Rental, Mat Rental and Laundry Services [15-17] 
• Cooperative Agreetnent with MnDOT for Pedestrian and Road Improvements on CSAH 23 

(Orr) [15-19] 

REGULAR AGENDA 

Finance & Budget Committee 

Jewell/Nelson moved to authorize the appropriate county officials to execute a purchase agreement for 
the acquisition of a ~arking lot located in downtown Duluth, described as lots 50, 52, and 54, 
DULUTH PROPER 1 T DIVISION WEST 3RD STREET for $230,000. [15-18] Property Management 
Director Tony Mancuso provided an update on parking situations for various county buildings and 
discussed the purchase agreement. After further Commissioner discussion, the motion passed. (7 -0) 

COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION ITEMS 

Commissioner Nelson said that he had attended a recent Enbridge Energy Sandpiper Pipeline public 
hearing and noted that the public comment period is over at the end of the month. Commissioner 
Nelson discussed a proposed Tax Increment Financing (TIF) district in Duluth and encouraged 
Commissioners to read the proposal. In addition, Commissioner Nelson said he may bring a resolution 
relating to the TIF proposal for Board consideration to the February 3, 2015 Board meeting. 



Commissioner Rukavina discussed past conversations with Duluth leadership as it relates to TIF and 
said he would be interested in reviewing TIF districts across St. Louis County. 

Commissioner Jewell discussed the Duluth housing situation and requested that Administrator Gray 
provide Commissioners with a copy of the Housing Summit report. 

Commissioner Raukar thanked County Auditor Don Dicklich for providing the TIF proposal to the 
Board and said it is important to understand all the issues and rules relating to TIF as the impacts are 
far reaching. 

Commissioner Nelson discussed the need to make tax-forfeited lots available so people have the 
opportunity to build on the lots. 

Commissioner Jewell said he had hopes that the issue can be included as Board workshop topic 
because there is cost and benefit considerations with all options. 

Commissioner Raukar urged Commissioners to remind managers of committees and organizations to 
provide meeting agendas and minutes to the Clerk's office, so they are available for all 
Commissioners. 

Commissioner Stauber discussed agenda topics for the January 20, 2015 Board workshop. 

A recess was taken from 11 :07 a.m. to 11: 19 a.m. 

At 11:20 a.m., Terri Heaton of Springsted Incorporated gave a presentation to the Board regarding 
proposed bond refunding of the County's Series 2006A and 2008B bonds. Commissioner Raukar 
stepped out of the meeting from 11 :39 a.m. to 11:40 a.m. Commissioner Boyle stepped out of the 
meeting from 11 :41 a.m. to 11 :42 a.m. Ms. Heaton stated that refunding of the bonds will result in a 
net present value savings of approximately $338,577. 

At 12:04 p.m., Raukar/Nelson moved to adjourn the Committee of the Whole meeting. The motion 

passed~ 

~~ 
Pete Stauber, Chair of the County Board 

Phil Chapmat;,Ciei'Ofthe County Board 


