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Blighted properties — 519 and 519-1/2 East 6™ Street - demolished

The two duplexes at 519 and 519-1/2 East 6™ Street in Duluth have been a problem for so
long they earned the nickname ‘double trouble’. The rear building (519-1/2) also has been dubbed
the pigeon house, due to the large number of birds that have taken up residence in the abandoned
property.

Today, the blighted buildings have come down. The latest example of St. Louis County’s
recent efforts to clean up tax-forfeited properties so that they can be returned to the tax base. Once
demolition at the site is complete, the county will work with the City of Duluth to determine proper
zoning, after which, the property may be offered for sale to adjoining property owners if permitted,
or sold at public auction.

The lot and its two buildings were tax forfeited approximately five years ago. They were
auctioned off, and for a brief time one of the buildings was inhabited, but the contract was cancelled
and the buildings condemned when the new owner failed to maintain the property.

“The county has had to spend a lot of resources trying to manage this property over the years,
mowing the lawn and dealing with the problems such as the pigeons, as well as a fire that was set in
one of the buildings in 2013,” said Mark Reed, St. Louis County’s deputy director of land and
minerals. “So we are very happy to see today’s progress — for the neighbors’ sake and for all of our
tax payers.”

The Land and Minerals Department, which is responsible for managing tax-forfeited
properties, along with the Planning and Community Development Department have been working
together with local government units and the IRRRB to secure funding and clean up blighted

properties — either through rehabilitation or demolition, so that they can be sold and returned to the
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tax base. County-wide, approximately 25 properties were taken care of in 2014. The County Board
has also authorized an additional $450,000 for demolition, rehabilitation and related costs in 2015.
“The challenge has always been finding the funding to do this work.” said Barbara Hayden,
director of Planning and Community Development for St. Louis County. “We want to see blight
removed, and we want to see properties improved and communities improved.”
To learn more about the county’s efforts to improve and re-sell tax-forfeited properties,

including dates for upcoming public auctions, visit stlouiscountymn.gov/land.
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The photo above shows an excavator taking down 519 East 6th Street in the foreground, with the so-
called ‘pigeon house’, 519 % East 6th Street in the rear.
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