With 2015 winding to a close — and with it a very productive road construction
season — St. Louis County Public Works sends a big thank you to residents for their
patience, and particularly to motorists for driving safely in and around work zones.

A look back at a record-setting year
Highlights:

$50 million — total invested in County road and bridges (larger than either the 2012 or 2013
flood recovery years)
105 total projects — ranging from road resurfacing to improved traffic signals and lighting
15 bridges replaced

-7 built by contractors

-8 built by county staff
31 miles of culverts replaced

72 miles of pavement preservation projects, such as reclaim and overlay, or mill and overlay.
This included:

-38 miles of County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 16, from CSAH 5 across to the Lake County
border, a key route for loggers and others, connecting the Iron Range to the North Shore.

-A 6-mile stretch of the Martin Road between Midway Road and Rice Lake Road

-3 miles of Arlington Avenue in Duluth, from Trinity Road to Arrowhead Road

-Ash Street and 7th Avenue in Floodwood

-CSAH 103 (Mud Lake Road) between Trunk Highway 169 and 12th Ave West in Virginia
-8th Avenue in Ely, between James Street and Camp Street

¢ 102 miles of preventative maintenance projects, such as chip sealing and micro surfacing

¢ 15 miles of Gravel Road Investment Program (GRIP) projects

The Transportation Sales Tax went into effect April 1, 2015. The County Board also approved the
issuance of $40 million in bonding to further accelerate investment in the County’s road and bridge
infrastructure. Approximately $3 million of Transportation Sales Tax revenue will be used annually
to pay back the bonds. Additional sales tax monies will be invested in “pay as you go” projects.

For 2015, total revenue raised through the Transportation Sales Tax is estimated at $11 million.
(The actual amount should be known by February 2016.) Of the projects listed above, the
Transportation Sales Tax funded:

0 $18.6 million — projects funded all or in part through the Transportation Sales Tax, including:

-5 bridges replaced
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-28 miles of culverts replaced
-35 miles of pavement preservation projects

-7 miles of GRIP projects

As busy as 2015 has been, 2016 will be even busier! Road and bridge projects totaling
more than $80 million are in the works, making it the fifth year in a row of record
investment to improve the County’s 3,000 miles of roads and 600 bridges.
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