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St. Louis County Board approves 2.9 percent maximum levy increase for 2015 
 

The St. Louis County Board has set its maximum property tax levy at $116.6 million 

(specifically $116,631,195) for 2015, a 2.9 percent increase over last year. The levy increase of 

$3,286,982 helps fund debt service for key capital investments, including the renovation of the 

Government Services Center and needed upgrades to the Northeast Regional Corrections Center 

(NERCC); provides additional support for public safety initiatives such as the operational costs to 

support a medium-security area at NERCC; and preserves road and bridge investments and human 

services programming.  

In St. Louis County, the levy – revenue collected from property taxes – makes up 36-percent 

of the budget. Each year, in establishing a preliminary levy, the Board must find balance between its 

goals for the services it wishes to provide, and the tax impact on citizens based on the cost of 

providing those services.  

“This budget is both responsible and responsive,” said Commissioner Keith Nelson who 

chairs the Board’s Finance Committee. “Is it enough? Is it too much? Each year, we’re required to 

make a judgment call to provide the services our communities expect, while respecting the tax 

impact on them.”  

The Board approved the levy during its meeting today in Babbitt. The vote was 6-1, with 

Commissioner Chris Dahlberg opposed. State law requires counties to certify their maximum 

preliminary levy for the 2015 budget by the end of September. 

The adoption of the final capital and operating budget will take place at the December 16, 

board meeting, at which point the county may reduce, but not increase, its levy. Prior to that vote, 

the County Board will host two public meetings specifically to gather public input on the levy and 
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budget: on December 4 at the St. Louis County Courthouse in Virginia, and on December 11 at the 

St. Louis County Courthouse. Both meetings start at 7 p.m. 

St. Louis County serves more than 200,000 residents spread across 7,000 square miles. To 

learn more, visit stlouiscountymn.gov.  

 
# # # 

 
 


