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Time capsule to be refilled, rededicated at Virginia Courthouse 
 

It will be in with the old and the new, as a new, stainless steel time capsule is filled and 

rededicated in preparation to be installed in the cornerstone of the St. Louis County Courthouse in 

Virginia. The ceremony will take place Wednesday, September 10, at 2 p.m., outside the courthouse 

at 300 South Fifth Avenue in Virginia. 

The original, 104-year-old time capsule was removed and opened in July, revealing a variety 

of documents and books, including copies of the Virginian and Enterprise, two newspapers that 

served Virginia in 1910; a Roosevelt High School yearbook; the History of Duluth and Saint Louis 

County; lists of officers for two Masonic Lodges; the County Board resolution requesting the 

cornerstone be laid, and a court calendar; as well as seven Lincoln pennies dated 1910. 

Most of those items are being preserved for a future display at the courthouse, but some 

items, including two of the 1910 pennies and a history of the founding of the district court, will be 

placed in the new time capsule, along with new items chosen to provide a glimpse of life in 2014. 

The new contents will include the County Board resolution requesting Masonic Grand Master James 

A. Christensen to lay the cornerstone, 2013 proceedings for the Grand Lodge of Minnesota, two 

2014 pennies, two Minnesota State quarters, three 2014 postage stamps, a list of 2014 St. Louis 

County officers, a 2014 St. Louis County Highway Map, a Laurentian Chamber of Commerce 

pamphlet, two Iron Mining Association of Minnesota publications, a copy of the 2014 Rohian (the 

Virginia High School annual yearbook), several area newspapers and a Power Point presentation 

from the July 22 County Board meeting. A few additional items, known only to a select number of 

people, will also be added to provide some surprise when the time capsule is opened in the future. 

As part of the ceremony, Masonic Grand Master James Christensen will lead a short 

procession of Masons and elected officials from the south courthouse parking lot to the northwest 
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corner of the courthouse. Christensen will anoint the cornerstone with corn, wine and oil, which is a 

consecration ritual tradition for the Masons. The actual installation of the time capsule will take 

place at a later date, still to be determined. 

“It was absolutely fascinating to open the original time capsule and look at the items left for 

us by our predecessors,” said Commissioner Keith Nelson. “And now it’s our responsibility – and 

opportunity – to do the same for future generations. My thanks to the Masons of the Virginia Lodge, 

and to Grand Master James Christensen for their contributions to this rededication, and to the 

remarkable Tucker Nelson for his research that brought us to this day.”  

Tucker Nelson, 17, of Eveleth, has conducted significant research on the history of the 

Courthouse in Virginia, including its original construction beginning in 1910 as well as additions 

and renovations that have been completed since then. His research revealed information about the 

time capsule and its contents. Concerns that the items were deteriorating after this much time led to 

the decision to open the time capsule in July. The contents turned out to be in quite good condition, 

and so attention shifted to creating a display for the public to see, as well as identifying new items 

that could be added to the time capsule to reflect this area’s rich heritage and traditions.  
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