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Commissioner addresses misinformation about septic ordinance   
 

Commissioner Keith Nelson, who chairs the St. Louis County Septic Subcommittee 

responsible for drafting the proposed Ordinance 61, held a news conference this afternoon at the 

Grand Lake town hall. Below are excerpts from the comments he made. 

 

 “As an elected official representing 29,000 people, I am here today to make certain accurate 

information regarding the proposed Ordinance 61 is distributed to our rural residents. 

“Over the course of the last several days, the Duluth Area Realtors Association has waged an 

aggressive campaign, distorting or in many cases providing misinformation to many hundreds of St. 

Louis County’s rural residents related to escrow requirements. St. Louis County Commissioners’ 

offices have received these calls when residents have been contacted who are then transferred 

directly to commissioner offices. We have received calls from individuals ranging from age five to 

85. The source of these transferred calls is from a number linked to the campaign voice mail of the 

Duluth Area Realtors Association. 

“It’s clear to this Commissioner and to Board Chair Mike Forsman, who was unable to attend 

today due to the weather, there was a general lack of understanding of the facts by the citizens who’d 

been transferred to our office.  Some people did not even realize they’d been transferred or know 

who they’d been transferred to. 

“While this practice may not be illegal, it is certainly unprofessional and very concerning to 

me as it relates to the citizens I serve.  

“I’d like to close with a reminder that we will be holding a public hearing on the ordinance 

on Tuesday at 9:40 a.m. in Hibbing. This is the opportunity for the public to provide input and views 

on the proposed ordinance.  
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“Our website has a draft ordinance along with answers to questions about escrow 

requirements so that residents can have an accurate understanding of what’s being proposed. These 

can be read at stlouiscountymn.gov/ordinance61.” 
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