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DATE 03/28/13      FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

On March 29, 2013, before Judge Dale Harris, Sandra Kay Couture entered a plea of guilty 

as a co-defendant to Joseph John Couture to Aggravated Tampering with a Witness in the First 

Degree and First Degree Arson.  

A mandatory pre-sentence investigation was ordered.  The prosecution and defense reached 

a plea agreement whereby the recommended sentence will be for 104 months of executed prison 

time for the tampering charge and 84 months for the arson with the time to be served concurrent.   

According to Assistant St. Louis County Attorneys Jessica Smith and Jonathan Holets, the 

charges against Sandra Kay Couture were the result of extensive investigation by the St. Louis 

County Sheriff’s Office in cooperation with Carlton County Sheriff’s Office and the Minnesota Bureau 

of Criminal Apprehension.  Sandra Kay Couture admitted she was acting at the direction of Joseph 

John Couture and threatened two persons they believed to be witnesses in the pending homicide 

case against Joseph John for the death of Trina Louise Langenbrunner.  Sandra Kay Couture also 

admitted to setting fire to the property of a family member of one of these witnesses, destroying 

that home, vehicles, and killing his two dogs.  Joseph John Couture is also charged for his 

involvement in the witness tampering and arson incidents.   

County Attorney Mark Rubin believes this is a strong statement to those who attempt to 

tamper with witnesses in criminal cases:  “Witness tampering is taken very seriously, and the 

County Attorney’s Office will vigorously prosecute those who engage in this crime.  Our system 

depends on the courageousness of witnesses coming forward to hold people accountable for 

offenses. They deserve the fullest protection under the law.”   
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