CARES ACT EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE FUNDS 


Title:  		CARES Act Emergency Assistance Program

Purpose:	To specify how St. Louis County Health & Human Services will expend CARES Act funds to help individuals and families experiencing emergency needs because of COVID19.

Effective:	08/XX/2020

CARES funding will be used to meet the emergency needs of eligible individuals and families who are residents of St. Louis County (the “assistance unit”). The total funds available are limited to the amount authorized by the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners for the emergency program funded through the CARES Act.

[bookmark: _Hlk45547873]The assistance unit (individual or family applying) must be in an emergency situation due to the impact of COVID19. An emergency situation is defined as being without, or at risk of losing, housing, utilities, or transportation that would affect gaining or maintaining meaningful employment, or needing assistance with other unexpected COVID19 related emergencies. 

All assistance will be paid directly to the applicable vendor including but not limited to landlords, mortgage companies, utility companies, licensed repair person, etc. 


I. ELIGIBILITY FACTORS.

To be eligible, applicant must meet the following conditions:

· At least one member of the assistance unit must be a resident of St. Louis County, Minnesota.
· The household unit’s gross income must be at or below 300% Federal Poverty Guideline (FPG) at the time of application. 

II. ITEMS ALLOWABLE FOR ASSISTANCE

Housing:
· Past due monthly rent, late fees, and other fees related to eviction.
· Homelessness Prevention- first month rent, damage deposit, last month’s rent (whatever is required by Landlord to move in, up to the maximum assistance award level).
· Mortgage foreclosures: past due mortgage payments, late fees.
· Applicant(s) must own and occupy the home. 
· Property taxes can only be considered for payment if they were made to prevent a foreclosure.
· Contract for Deed: Past due payments, late fees
· Applicant(s) must be named in the contract & occupy the home.
· Application fees

[bookmark: _Hlk45560904]Appliances:
· Repair or replacement of appliances such as hot water heater or furnace. 
· CARES funds will be used for the most cost- effective solution.
· Vendor must be willing to accept payment from County and have licensed repair person.
Utilities:
· Electric
· Gas
· Water/Sewer
· Propane- including delivery, hook-up & fill
· Wood
· Fuel Oil- including delivery, hook-up & fill
· Internet access necessary for employment or schooling

[bookmark: _Hlk45548748][bookmark: _Hlk45048102]Transportation
· Allowable transportation expenses may include:
· Car repairs (excluding standard maintenance), registration, car payments to bring loan current, two months car insurance, costs associated with obtaining a driver’s license (excluding fines or penalties). 
· [bookmark: _Hlk45290499]Mechanic must be licensed and willing to accept payment from County.
[bookmark: _Hlk45559520]

Expenses for essential items other than the basic needs listed above may be eligible for payment.  Applications will be reviewed on a case by case basis. Payment requests exceeding $3,000 will require an additional review.

III.   VENDORS ALLOWED TO RECEIVE PAYMENT

Bill/Eviction/Disconnect must be in the name of a household member.  

· Utilities: All Utility Companies and government providers will be considered for payment.
· Mortgages: All Mortgage Companies will be considered for payment.
· Rentals & Contract for Deed:
· Eviction notices and Notices of back rent owed written by parties other than bona fide property managers will not be considered sufficient proof that a housing crisis exists.
· Eviction notices and Notices of back rent owed from family members will not be considered, unless they are an actual landlord with a licensed rental property or there is a safety concern.
· Vendors must be willing to accept county payment.


V.    PROCESSING COUNTY CRISIS APPLICATIONS PAYMENT & AVAILABILITY

St. Louis County application for Individual CARES Assistance will be available online and in print.

The following must be verified:
· Eviction, back rent/rent owed, foreclosure, utility disconnect status, car repair estimates and/or appliance repair estimates - including amount needed to resolve
· Income from the last 30 days to verify individual/family FPG (pay stubs, or if no pay stubs, self-attestation of unemployment)
· Certification that the emergency is directly related to COVID-19 (e.g. reduction in hours/loss of employment or childcare, illness and/or death)

St. Louis County Health & Human Services will have the sole determination and discretion to award funding.
All CARES Act Funding must have supervisory approval prior to issuance.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Passed by the County Board of Commissioners on 08/11/20

300% FPG FOR CARES FUNDS
As of 7/2020 

____HOUSEHOLD SIZE_____________MONTHLY INCOME____

1 $3,190
2 $4,310
3 $5,430
4 $6,550
5 $7,670
6 $8,790
7 $9,910
8 $11,030
9 $12,150
10 $13,270
Each additional Person                  +$1,120


 
