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Figure 2: St. Louis County Up to Date Adolescents 13-17 years 

2017 2018 MN Average



 

        

 

When considering vaccination for adolescents, there are two recommended ages for when they should 
be receiving them. At 11 – 12 years of age, adolescents should receive a dose of Tdap, Human 
Papillomavirus (HPV), and Meningococcal (MCV4). At age 16, adolescents should receive their booster 
dose of MCV4. This booster dose, as highlighted in Figure 2, is often missed or forgotten. Getting the 
booster dose protects adolescents in their early adult life while attending college and living in close 
proximity to others. 

The recommended age for the first dose of The HPV vaccine is at 11 – 12 years of age. The vaccine is a 
two dose series if initiated before the age of 15 years. If the series is started on or after the fifteenth 
birthday, the adolescent needs three doses. The reason for the difference in number of doses is due to 
the body having a better immune response in younger adolescents.  

HPV cancers are on the rise. While we do not have cancer statistics specific to St. Louis County because 
of reporting practices in Minnesota, Figure 3 shows an alarming rate of HPV associated cancers that can 
be prevented by the HPV vaccine. The HPV vaccine can prevent over 90% of cancers caused by HPV. As 
shown in the Figure 3, an estimated total of 642 HPV-associated cancers were reported each year during 
2011 – 2015 in Minnesota. Of these, around 76% (491/642) were attributable to HPV, and around 93% 
(456/491) could have been prevented by the 9-valent HPV vaccine, including 187 oropharyngeal and 120 
cervical cancers. Of note, the majority of these oropharyngeal cancers occurred among males.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes 
Information for immunization rates were pulled from the Minnesota Immunization Information Connection (MIIC) registry, which is run by the 
Minnesota Department of Health. Data was gathered between June 18, 2019 and September 10, 2019. Studies referenced in the text are noted 
below. Any comments or questions can be sent to Katie Albert, albertk@stlouiscountymn.gov  
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