
 

Land and Minerals 
 

Department 

  Public Oral Timber Auction 

November 2, 2023      11:00 A.M.       Cotton Town Hall 
   Government Services Center 

   320 West 2nd Street, Suite 302 

   Duluth, MN 55802 

   218-726-2606 

Pike Lake Area Office 

5713 Old Miller Trunk Highway 

Duluth, MN 55811 

218-625-3700 

Virginia Area Office 

7820 Highway 135 

Virginia, MN 55792 

218-742-9898 

Photo Credit: Kim Seguin, IS II Pike Lake 

  stlouiscountymn.gov 



NOTICE OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY PUBLIC ORAL TIMBER AUCTION 

 

Notice is hereby given that the St. Louis County Auditor shall sell to the highest bidder the designated timber 
located on the following described parcels of land forfeited to the state for the nonpayment of taxes, which have 
been classified and appraised as provided by Minnesota Statutes 282.04, Subd. 1(1982); and that this auction 
may include other lands which the St. Louis County Land and Minerals Department is authorized to manage, 
subject, in part, to the following conditions: 
 
1. To be eligible to bid at a St. Louis County Timber auction, a Responsible Operator Application Form must be 

on file at the St. Louis County Land and Minerals Department, 320 West 2nd Street, Suite 302, Duluth, MN 
55802, at least two (2) working days prior to the auction. An application can be obtained at any Land and 
Minerals Department Office. 

 
2. A minimum of fifteen (15) percent of the appraised value shall be paid immediately following the auction 

along with obtaining contractor signature. Fully signed contracts will be mailed to winning bidders after the 
auction. The remaining balance shall be paid prior to entry. REQUIRED DOWN PAYMENT IS SPECIFIED 
ON LIST. 

 
3. Minimum bid shall be the appraised value of the sale. Bids shall be at one (1) or more percent over and 

above the appraised prices. The final percent bid is to be added to the price of each kind of timber 
advertised, unless otherwise stipulated in individual contract regulations. Species denoted as No Bid will not 
be subject to the percent bid increase. 

 
Sale will be held at: 

Cotton Town Hall 

Highway 53, Cotton, MN 

11:00 A.M. - November 2, 2023 

 

St. Louis County Land and Minerals Department does not accept cash payments.  
Payment must be made by Check or Money Order. 

 

Published as follows is the list of timber to be offered at public auction sale as announced and  

advertised in the official newspaper within this county.  

If there is any conflict between the Timber Sale Package and this advertisement, the Timber 

Sale Package is the controlling document. The Timber Sale Package contains maps, volume and 

values, contract information and harvest provisions, and is available at the applicable AREA OFFICE 

listed below or on the county website:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STLOUISCOUNTYMN.GOV 

 

Pike Lake Area 

Nate Anderson, Area Land Manager 

5713 Old Miller Trunk Highway 

Duluth, MN 55811 

 

218-625-3700 

Virginia Area 

Dave Skurla, Area Land Manager 

7820 Highway 135 

Virginia, MN  55792 

 

218-742-9898 



 

Please Note:  

Forest products offered are certified to the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI®) Standard according 

to the Land and Minerals Department’s SFI® certificate unless otherwise indicated in the 

“Comments” section for the tract and corresponding contract document.  

Many of the tracts have special requirements. The St. Louis County Land and Minerals Department 

offers sales of various sizes, species, and products to meet the needs of a wide variety of purchas-

ers. 

There are some sales offered on this auction that allow the purchaser to decide if they want to pur-

chase the sale as offered, or choose to have all the species sold as SOAV. These are identified with 

the following sentence in the comments of each tract: “The purchaser has the option to purchase 

this sale as advertised or to purchase all species as Sold On Appraised Volume (SOAV)”. SOAV 

species are intended to include the entire above ground portion of the tree, including residuals and 

may be removed at the discretion of the contractor, unless otherwise specified. Roundwood meas-

ure is shown for bidding purposes only, and does not include any estimate of residuals. SOAV spe-

cies are to be sold based on the appraisal without scaling. 

Producing biomass from merchantable roundwood of scaled species may be allowed if consumer 

scaling requirements are met.  Please contact the Sale Administrator for more information on this 

process. 

Successful bidders pay down payment and submit signature immediately following the auction. For 

contracts offering the option of choosing Sold On Appraised Volume (SOAV), successful bidders 

must elect to choose this option when paying the down payment pursuant to Minnesota Statute 

90.14. 

 

Timber Sale Operators must have the following minimum training for at least the owner of the firm 

and the foreman who will supervise the logging on St. Louis County Tax Managed Lands: 

• Master Logging Certification; or 

• Minnesota Logger Education (MLEP) Member in Good Standing; or SFI Training 

FISTA member: or 

• Training equivalent to the Minnesota SFI Implementation Committee Training        

Standard for a trained Professional Logger.                 

All field employees must have training in best management practices. 
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Disclaimer:
TRS:

This is a compilation of records as they appear in the Saint 
Louis County Offices affecting the area shown. This drawing 
is to be used only for reference purposes and the County is 
not responsible for any inaccuracies herein contained.
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Reserve all: Snags in 
Block 2 only

SW White Spruce

SB Black Spruce

óóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóó Proposed Access Road

ð Section Corner

C23-632117
St. Louis County

Sale Acres: 97.6

Casey Anderson
1/30/23

632117

Harvest Areas Painted Red or Blue
RD or BL

CCT - Clearcut
SDT- Self Directed Thin

RD

RD

BL

BL

BLBL

BL

PVT- Private

PVT

PVT

Block 1:
Skid trails maximum 15' wide 
Leave strips minimum 45' 
Thin leave strips to 
approximately 120 BA
First- remove contract species,
except White Spruce, to meet target 
BA 120 in leave strips.
Second- remove White Spruce
with poor form
to meet target BA 120 in leave strips.

óóóóóóóóóóóóóó

óóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóó

Block 1 47.2 acres

Block 2 50.4 acres
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Sales Map

St. Louis County November 02, 2023 Timber Auction

Sales Package

Tract #: 22 B23-541221 Sale Administrator: Drake Schroeder
Pike Lake Area
C19230125

Total Appraised: $45,609.36
Down Payment Required: $6,841.40 Twp. 54N Rge. 12W  Sec. 20, 21

Total Acres: 61.5 Expires: 4/15/2027 47° 8.963' N  91° 52.235' W
Blocks: 3

Species Sticks Dia.
Pine-White 6.1 21.6
Pine-Norway 7.4 19.8
Maple-Red 1.0 6.0
Balsam Fir 1.0 6.0

Comments:
- Operator will minimize damage to regeneration as directed by the Sale 
Administrator.

Block Operational Periods
1,2,3

Operational Periods:
- Pine Harvest: August 1 to March 15 for block 1,2,3. Earlier operation may be allowed. See Provision 3.1.6

SOAV Product No Bid Total Volume Appraised Value Total Value
Total For All Blocks

Balsam Fir pulpwood X 2 Cords @ $5.00 = $10.00
SOAV Red Maple pulpwood 1 Cords @ $6.00 = $6.00

Norway Pine pulpwood 211 Cords @ $35.51 = $7,492.61
White Pine pulpwood 1373 Cords @ $27.75 = $38,100.75

Total Appraised Value: $45,609.36

Volume Per Block Block 1 Block 2 Block 3
Balsam Fir pulpwood 1 1
Red Maple pulpwood 1
Norway Pine pulpwood 69 98 44
White Pine pulpwood 449 636 288



���������



Sales Map

St. Louis County November 02, 2023 Timber Auction

Sales Package

Tract #: 23 B23-551215 Sale Administrator: Thomas Robertson
Pike Lake Area
C19230126

Total Appraised: $5,440.00
Down Payment Required: $816.00 Twp. 55N Rge. 12W  Sec. 15

Total Acres: 43.8 Expires: 4/15/2027 47° 14.851' N  91° 50.433' W
Blocks: 4

Species Sticks Dia.
Pine-Norway 3.7 9.2
Pine-Jack 3.3 8.0
Spruce-White 3.1 8.2
Aspen 3.4 8.0
Balsam Fir 2.0 6.0

Block Operational Periods
1,2,3
4

Operational Periods:
- Pine Harvest: August 1 to March 15 for block 1,2,3. Earlier operation may be allowed. See provision 3.1.6. 
- September 15 or frozen ground for block 4

SOAV Product No Bid Total Volume Appraised Value Total Value
Total For All Blocks

Aspen pulpwood 55 Cords @ $5.00 = $275.00
Balsam Fir pulpwood 19 Cords @ $5.00 = $95.00
Jack Pine pulpwood 154 Cords @ $5.00 = $770.00
Norway Pine pulpwood 760 Cords @ $5.00 = $3,800.00
White Spruce pulpwood 100 Cords @ $5.00 = $500.00

Total Appraised Value: $5,440.00

Volume Per Block Block 1 Block 2 Block 3 Block 4
Aspen pulpwood 14 18 23
Balsam Fir pulpwood 5 6 8
Jack Pine pulpwood 36 47 11 60
Norway Pine pulpwood 180 236 44 300
White Spruce pulpwood 25 33 42
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Sales Map

St. Louis County November 02, 2023 Timber Auction

Sales Package

Tract #: 24 B23-551324 Sale Administrator: Drake Schroeder
Pike Lake Area
C19230127

Total Appraised: $30,491.32
Down Payment Required: $4,573.70

Twp. 55N Rge. 12W  Sec. 19 and Twp. 55N Rge. 13W  
Sec. 24, 25

Total Acres: 90 Expires: 4/15/2027 47° 13.791' N  91° 55.156' W
Blocks: 4

Species Sticks Dia.
Aspen 3.6 11.4
Birch 2.9 11.1
Pine-Norway 5.6 17.3
Pine-White 4.6 18.2
Spruce-White 4.6 12.5
Maple-Red 1.6 7.7

Comments:
- There is an outbreak of Spruce budworm infecting the balsam and spruce on 
this sale. Only currently live trees were cruised.
- Approximately 1,000ft of the Berry Creek FMR will need to be upgraded to 
access the sale and the material will be provided by the seller.

Access:
Approximately 1,000ft of the Berry Creek FMR will need to be upgraded to access the sale and the material will be provided by the 
seller.

Block Operational Periods
1,2 Frozen ground or Dry soil after road restrictions are lifted
3,4

Operational Periods:
- September 15 or frozen ground for block 3,4

SOAV Product No Bid Total Volume Appraised Value Total Value
Total For All Blocks

SOAV Ash pulpwood 10 Cords @ $5.00 = $50.00
Aspen pulpwood 635 Cords @ $23.83 = $15,132.05
Balsam Fir pulpwood X 9 Cords @ $5.00 = $45.00

SOAV Birch pulpwood 246 Cords @ $6.31 = $1,552.26
SOAV Red Maple pulpwood 21 Cords @ $5.00 = $105.00

Jack Pine pulpwood 7 Cords @ $16.26 = $113.82
Norway Pine pulpwood 217 Cords @ $29.59 = $6,421.03
White Pine pulpwood 193 Cords @ $23.12 = $4,462.16
Black Spruce pulpwood X 7 Cords @ $15.00 = $105.00
White Spruce pulpwood X 167 Cords @ $15.00 = $2,505.00

Total Appraised Value: $30,491.32

Volume Per Block Block 1 Block 2 Block 3 Block 4
Ash pulpwood 10
Aspen pulpwood 155 82 74 324
Balsam Fir pulpwood 9
Birch pulpwood 54 30 27 135
Red Maple pulpwood 2 3 3 13
Jack Pine pulpwood 7
Norway Pine pulpwood 32 21 19 145
White Pine pulpwood 131 12 11 39
Black Spruce pulpwood 7
White Spruce pulpwood 44 17 16 90
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Sales Map

St. Louis County November 02, 2023 Timber Auction

Sales Package

Tract #: 25 B23-551331 Sale Administrator: Robert Benson
Pike Lake Area
C19230128

Total Appraised: $11,215.00
Down Payment Required: $1,682.25 Twp. 55N Rge. 13W  Sec. 29, 30, 31, 32

Total Acres: 99.6 Expires: 4/15/2027 47° 12.556' N  92° 2.001' W
Blocks: 4

Species Sticks Dia.
Pine-Norway 3.5 8.8
Aspen 3.6 9.7
Balsam Fir 2.3 7.4
Birch 2.6 8.0
Balm Of Gilead 2.5 6.7
Spruce-White 2.3 7.4

Comments:
- No skidding permitted. All timber must be removed with a forwarder.
- This sale includes a self-directed thinning. 15-foot-wide skid trails will be cut 
with 40-foot-wide leave strips. Harvesting and skidding equipment width must 
not exceed 12 feet.
- There is an outbreak of Spruce budworm infecting the conifer species on this 
sale. Only currently live trees were cruised.

Block Operational Periods
1, 2, 3 & 4

Operational Periods:
- Pine Harvest: August 1 to March 15 for block 1, 2, 3 & 4. Earlier operation may be allowed. See Provision 3.1.6

SOAV Product No Bid Total Volume Appraised Value Total Value
Total For All Blocks

Aspen pulpwood 263 Cords @ $5.00 = $1,315.00
Balm Of Gilead pulpwood 33 Cords @ $5.00 = $165.00
Balsam Fir pulpwood 129 Cords @ $5.00 = $645.00
Birch pulpwood 36 Cords @ $5.00 = $180.00
Norway Pine pulpwood 1732 Cords @ $5.00 = $8,660.00
White Pine pulpwood 13 Cords @ $5.00 = $65.00
Black Spruce pulpwood 10 Cords @ $5.00 = $50.00
White Spruce pulpwood 27 Cords @ $5.00 = $135.00

Total Appraised Value: $11,215.00

Volume Per Block Block 1 Block 2 Block 3 Block 4
Aspen pulpwood 130 40 5 88
Balm Of Gilead pulpwood 33
Balsam Fir pulpwood 96 4 29
Birch pulpwood 26 5 5
Norway Pine pulpwood 1177 343 56 156
White Pine pulpwood 5 8
Black Spruce pulpwood 10
White Spruce pulpwood 7 20
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Sales Map

St. Louis County November 02, 2023 Timber Auction

Sales Package

Tract #: 32 K23-541506 Sale Administrator: Erik Anton
Pike Lake Area
C19230135

Total Appraised: $25,698.34
Down Payment Required: $3,854.75 Twp. 54N Rge. 15W  Sec. 5, 6, 8

Total Acres: 33.1 Expires: 4/15/2027 47° 11.129' N  92° 16.818' W
Blocks: 3

Species Sticks Dia.
Pine-Norway 6.4 12.3
Pine-Jack 5.7 10.9

Comments:
- No skidding permitted in blocks 1, 2a, and 2b. All timber must be removed 
with a forwarder.

Access:
Block 1 will be accessed using two pre-existing roads which have low lying segments and must be upgraded for operations and 
trucking. Block 2a will be accessed from an existing pit with approximately 300 feet of road construction. Blocks 2b and 3 access is on 
an existing road. Material for road upgrades is available from the pit.

Block Operational Periods
1, 2,3

Operational Periods:
Blocks 1, 2 and 3 are operable from August 1 to March 15. This date may be modified with approval, see provision 3.1.6.

SOAV Product No Bid Total Volume Appraised Value Total Value
Total For All Blocks

Jack Pine pulp & bolts 121 Cords @ $17.89 = $2,164.69
Norway Pine pulp & bolts 723 Cords @ $32.55 = $23,533.65

Total Appraised Value: $25,698.34

Volume Per Block Block 1 Block 2 Block 3
Jack Pine pulp & bolts 121
Norway Pine pulp & bolts 497 186 40
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Land and Minerals  
Department 

Public Oral Timber Auction 

Barrier Free:  All St. Louis County Timber Auctions are accessible to the handicapped. Attempts will be made to  

accommodate any other individual needs for special services. Contact the St. Louis County Land and Minerals     

Department (218-726-2606) prior to the auction, so necessary arrangements can be made. 

November 2, 2023   11:00 A.M.  

Cotton Town Hall - Cotton, MN 
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