
Public Hearing on 2020 Accomplishments
and 

Open House for the 2022 Funding Cycle

Community Development Block Grant Program



Agenda
• Welcome & Introductions
• FY 2020 Accomplishments
• FY 2022 Open House

– Program Overview
– Environmental Reviews
– FY 2022 CDBG Process
– New Data Collection and Payment Requests

• Broadband Grant Programs and Survey
• Conclusion
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Urban Entitlement County



Community Benefits
• Tax dollars returned to you locally

– Includes CDBG, HOME, and ESG

• Eligibility gained by partnership with 96 cities 
and townships within the county (excludes Duluth)

– Encompasses all residents

• Award recommendations by local citizens
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St. Louis County

Consolidated Annual Performance
&

Evaluation Report
CAPER FY 2020
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Citizen Participation Plan
• Updated July 2020

– Response to COVID-19
– Include virtual meeting capability

• Continue to have flexibility to use virtual 
meetings going forward.
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Public Comments
• Please share with us any comments or 

questions you have about the 2020 CDBG 
program.
– Please raise your hand or type your comment in 

the chat.
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FY 2022 CDBG Program

Open House
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CDBG Program
 Housing
 Economic Development
 Community Facilities/Public Infrastructure
 Public Service
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Low-and Moderate-Income (LMI)
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Housing
• Project benefits permanent rental or owner-

occupied structures that will be occupied by 
income-eligible households

• 51% or more units must be for LMI occupancy
• Rehab or conversion of non-residential 

property for housing
• New construction is prohibited
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Economic Development
• Training and education for owner-operated 

business creation and expansion
• Career development services
• Infrastructure improvements that benefits 

economic development in LMI areas.
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Community Facilities & Public 
Infrastructure

LMI: Area Wide Benefit
• Contact us early in the planning process to aid 

with eligibility and other funding
• Carve out a CDBG-eligible portion of a large 

project
• Plan to complete project in 2022
• Secure other funding
*Include prevailing wage requirements in your 
cost estimates
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Community Facilities & Public 
Infrastructure

Eligibility – Area Benefit

• Project must benefit LMI persons
– Define project service area by map

• Must be primarily residential
– LMI concentration must be 49.32% or greater

• Census data or HUD-approved community survey
• Awards greater than $25,000 
• 5-year declaration will be filed against property
• Accessibility projects are not subject to income 

eligibility
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LMI Eligibility Example
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City of Ely



Community Facilities & Public 
Infrastructure

Slum & Blight – Spot Basis

• At one location but is not within a defined Slum/Blight 
Area

• Project is limited to:
– Acquisition
– Clearance
– Relocation
– Historical Preservation
– Rehabilitation of building

• Requires assessment and designation of deteriorated 
condition
– Example: Scattered site demo & clearance 
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Public Service
Priorities
• Continuum of care for homeless
• Food and Shelter
• Safety from violence and abuse
• Provide county-wide impact
• New program funding limited

– Defined as essential county service
– Expansion of existing service
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Public Service
Eligibility – Limited Clientele

• 51% of persons served need to be LMI
• Verify beneficiary income and family size 

through intake form

25



Public Service
Presumed Beneficiaries
• Abused children
• Battered spouses
• Elderly persons
• Homeless persons
• Persons living with 

AIDS
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• Severely disabled 
adults

• Illiterate adults
• Migrant farm 

workers



Ineligible Activities
• Government buildings

– Unless project removes architectural barriers

• Maintenance or operational expenses
• General government expenses
• New housing construction
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What to expect in 2022
• Flat HUD funding – approximately $1.9 million
• Projects cancelled or not fully expended will 

be added to 2022 project pool
• Increased dollar amount for requests
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Environmental Review
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Timing and Project Descriptions
• An Environmental Review is the process of gathering and 

analyzing information about the project, its impact on the 
environment, and the environment’s impact on the project. 
– The process of determining whether it complies with NEPA and the related 

laws and authorities.
• HUD’s regulations prohibit grant recipients and their partners from 

committing or spending HUD or non-HUD funds on any activity that 
could have an adverse environmental impact.

• A complete and clear project description is the foundation of the 
environmental review.
– Specific location information & Geographic boundaries (A location map 

clearly setting out the project’s boundaries)
– Delineation of all activities included in overall scope of the project
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Or Turn a Shovel of Dirt…

Or Go out for Bids…

Don’t Pound a Nail…

Until your HUD/SLC Environmental Clearance has been 
completed and your plans have been pre-approved by 

County Staff.



FY 2022 CDBG Process
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Steps to take
• Contact Community Development for technical 

assistance and guidance early in project 
development phase

• Consider completion of Environmental Review 
• Prepare grant application if project is ready to start in 

2022
• If successful, wait until contract is issued before 

starting your project
• If not funded, find out why and resubmit
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CDBG Advisory Committee
• 19 citizens
• Review applications

– 3 public meetings

• Listens to applicant presentations
• Formulate funding recommendations
• Submit recommendations to County Board
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FY 2022 Process Schedule
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New Data Collection 
& Payment Request Documents
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New Payment Request Forms
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Data Collection Form - Page 2



New Payment Request Forms

Construction Projects
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Process Change
• Starting for 2022 projects, Payment Requests 

must include the Data Collection Sheet 
covering the same time period.

• Payment Requests will be held until received.
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Broadband Grant Programs
And Survey
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Broadband Planning Grant
• Assist communities with planning for and 

securing funds for broadband
– 1:1 financial match
– Feasibility Studies and surveys
– Consulting costs and services
– Grant writing

• Unserved and Underserved Areas
• Up to $25,000

43



Broadband Infrastructure Grant
• Assist communities with financing broadband 

infrastructure
– Construction costs and design
– Consulting and broadband equipment

• Unserved and Underserved Areas
• Up to $400,000

– 1:1 financial match
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Broadband Survey
• Purpose is to obtain data on current internet 

subscription, use of, and satisfaction of services 
available
– Residents
– Businesses

• Information will be used to present to service 
providers of areas that want better service

• Survey link found at:  
www.stlouiscountymn.gov/broadband

• Paper surveys are available
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http://www.stlouiscountymn.gov/broadband


Conclusion
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Conclusion
• FY 2020 Accomplishments
• FY 2022 Open House

– Program Overview
– Environmental Reviews
– FY 2022 CDBG Process
– New Data Collection and Payment Requests
– Section 3

• Broadband Grant Programs and Survey
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Questions?

Steve Nelson
Senior Planner
(P) 218-742-9561
nelsonst@stlouiscountymn.gov

Mike Vidmar
Community Development Rep
(P) 218-742-9564
vidmarm@stlouiscountymn.gov
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