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Seasonal
Care for Your
Septic System

Information on seasonal maintenance
of on-site waste water treatment
systems.
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St. Louis County Environmental Services Department
On-site Waste Water Division

218-749-0625
218-725-5200
800-450-9278
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Precautions taken in the fall can help

Mow but do not fertilize or water
plantings over the drain field or
mound.

Any shallow rooted grasses or flowers
may be planted over a drainfield or
mound. Avoid deep rooted plants,
shrubs and vegetables over your
system. If native prairie grasses are
used, manage by mowing - do not burn
over this area. For landscaping
suggestions go to the U of M extension
site at
http://www.extension.umn.edu/distrib
ution/horticulture/dg6986.html

Keep all vehicle traffic off the tank,
pipes and soil treatment area. This
includes 4-wheelers. The only
exception is the lawn mower.

St. Louis County Environmental Services Department
On-site Waste Water Division

St. Louis County
Environmental Services Department
307 First St. S., Suitel115

Virginia, MN 55792

218-749-0625 218-725-5200
www.stlouiscounty.org/septic

prevent a frozen system.

Stop cutting the grass over the tank
and soil treatment area in mid-
September. The extra grass length
will help capture snow, providing
insulation over the area. This can
help prevent freezing.

Place a layer of mulch (8-12
inches) over the pipes, tank and
soil treatment system to provide
extra insulation. This mulch could
be straw, leaves, hay or any other
loose material that will stay in
place and not compact. This is
particularly important if you have
had a new system installed late in
the year and no vegetative cover
has been established.

Make sure all risers; inspections
pipes and manholes have covers on
them. Sealing them and adding
insulation is a good idea.
Insulation may be added during
construction particularly if the top
of the septic tank is within 2 feet or
the surface.




