
Correspondence for Kevin Swanson 
Part 2 – Correspondence received June 6 

 
Name Address Opposed Page # 

Josh and Amy Rother Hermantown Yes 3 
G.R. Eckstrom N/A Yes 4 
Perry and Kari Collins N/A Yes 5 
Monty Nickerson N/A Yes 6 
Heather Hiner N/A Yes 7 
Scott McKane N/A Yes 8 
Kathrine Laureto N/A Yes 9 
Barbie and Bob Wasko N/A Yes 10 
Tim Jentz N/A Yes 11 
Greg Hiner N/A Yes 12 
Terry Gilbert Hermantown Yes 13 
Wade Carlson N/A Yes 14 
Jim Sandstedt N/A Yes 15 
Lindsay Solheim N/A Yes 16 
Kathleen Hencz N/A Yes 17 
Pam Gilbert N/A Yes 18 
Hoshi Ludwig N/A Yes 19 
Susie Stephenson N/A Yes 20 

Bret Kolbe 6864 Highway 194, 
Saginaw MN Yes 21 

Josephine Walk N/A Yes 22 
Laura Krumwiede N/A Yes 23 

Jerome Jentz 7088 Anjou Creek Circle, 
San Jose CA 95120 Yes 24 

Kimberly Talbot N/A Yes 26 
Mona Jentz N/A Yes 26 

Tim Ludwig 6875 Highway 2 
Saginaw MN Yes 27-44 

Allison Samberg N/A Yes 45 
Wade Kubat N/A Yes 46 
Dick and Judie Hilmoe N/A Yes 47 
Kenneth Johnson N/A Yes 48 
Dianne Johson N/A Yes 49 
Scott and Jody Kolquist N/A Yes 50 
Linda Habberstad N/A Yes 51 
Susan Benson N/A Yes 52 
Bob Krumwiede Duluth Yes 53 

Jeff Pykkonen 6860 Highway 194, 
Saginaw MN Yes 54-55 
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Dave Zimmerman N/A Yes 56 
Stan Winterroth N/A Yes 57 

Sheryl Filby Williams 6858 Highway 194, 
Saginaw MN Yes 58-59 

Daniel T. Dougherty N/A Yes 60 
Patricia Kolojeski N/A Yes 61-62 

Kari Ball 6868 Highway 194, 
Saginaw MN Yes 63-64 

Tara Mayner N/A Yes 65 
Patricia Sleen N/A Yes 66 
knts823@aol.com AND 
Chris and Melissa Rowe 
(includes petition) 

N/A Yes 67-78 

Morgan Lamson N/A Yes 79 
Rian Jentz N/A Yes 80 
Kate McKane N/A Yes 81 
Jason Young N/A Yes 82 

Terri Leonard 4220 Stebner Road, 
Hermantown MN 55811 Yes 83 

Kathleen and Allan Axtell N/A Yes 84 
Jeff Drajesk N/A Yes 85 

Karen A. Mattson 6868 Highway 194, 
Saginaw MN Yes 86 

Samantha Eckelman N/A Yes 87 
Michael Wendling N/A Yes 88 
knts823@aol.com N/A Yes 89-95 
Pam Wendling N/A Yes 96 
Jean Walsh N/A Yes 97 

Jack H. Henke 6735 Highway 194, 
Saginaw MN Yes 98 
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Opposition to convention center
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 12:58:53 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Amy Rother <amyrother@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 6:58 AM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Opposition to convention center

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

To the St. Louis County Planning Commission:

As a friend to those who live on Beaver Lake we want to state our opposition to the Kevin Swanson Convention
Center permit which will threaten Beaver lake and its wetlands.

Thank you,
Josh & Amy Rother of Hermantown

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Swanson Center
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:00:01 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: jeffeckstrom@yahoo.com <jeffeckstrom@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 8:23 AM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Swanson Center

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

I am opposed to the K.Swanson Convention Center because of the current wetlands.

G.R. Eckstrom
St. Louis County
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Beaver Lake
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:00:41 PM

 
 

From: Perry and Kari Collins <pkcollins@outdrs.net> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 8:30 AM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Beaver Lake
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

Dear Ms. Bourbonais,
We are writing to express opposition to the proposed Kevin Swanson Convention Center
development on Beaver Lake, and ask that a permit not be granted by SLC due to the negative
impacts on the lake, other wetlands, and other nearby property owners.
 
Thank you
 

Virus-free. www.avg.com
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Beaver Lake
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:03:53 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Monty Nickerson <backstageaviation@msn.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 8:43 AM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Beaver Lake

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

Personally, I think that a 20,000 sf convention center on or near Beaver Lake is not only foolish but irresponsible. At
very least, an environmental impact study needs to be conducted. I am completely opposed to such a development in
this area.
Sincerely,
Monty Nickerson

Sent from my iPad
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Vote no
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:04:28 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Heather Hiner <hhiner@msn.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 8:44 AM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Vote no

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

To whom it may concern:

It is my understanding that a developer is requesting to build a 20,000 sq. ft. convention center and asphalt parking
lot next to the wetlands that protect Beaver Lake.  I am opposed to the Kevin Swanson Convention Center permit
because it threatens Beaver Lake and the surrounding wetlands. Please vote no to this project.

Kindly,
Heather Hiner
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Reject Kevin Swanson Convention Center permit
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:05:10 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Scott McKane <swmckane@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 9:11 AM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Reject Kevin Swanson Convention Center permit

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

Hello,

I am opposed to the Kevin Swanson Convention Center permit that threatens Beaver lake and its wetlands. That is a
beautiful, quiet, clean lake with abundant wildlife. Too many wildlife areas are unintentionally harmed based on
how we live. Please reject the permit to avoid intentional harm to this area.
Thank you,

Scott McKane
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Opposition to Kevin Swanson Convention Center
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:05:35 PM

 
 

From: Kathrine Laureto <krcipriano2@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 9:12 AM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Opposition to Kevin Swanson Convention Center
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

Hello, 
 
I am strongly opposed to the Kevin Swanson Convention Center permit which threatens Beaver lake
and its wetlands. 
 
Regards, 
Kathrine 
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Beaver Lake / wet lands
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:10:59 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Barbie Wasko <barbie.wasko@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 9:52 AM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Beaver Lake / wet lands

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

We oppose Kevin Swanson’s permit for a convention center, that threatens Beaver Lake and its wetlands!   Barbie &
Bob Wasko

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: beaver lake
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:11:25 PM

 
 

From: Tim Jentz <timjentz@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 9:56 AM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: beaver lake
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

Hello, I am opposed to the Kevin Swanson Convention Center permit which threatens Beaver
Lake and its wetlands.
 
Tim Jentz
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Vote no
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:12:05 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Greg Hiner <greghiner@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 9:56 AM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Vote no

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

It is my understanding that a developer is requesting to build a 20,000 sq. ft. convention center and asphalt parking
lot next to the wetlands that protect Beaver Lake.  I am opposed to the Kevin Swanson Convention Center permit
because it threatens Beaver Lake and the surrounding wetlands. Please vote no to this project.

Greg Hiner
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: St. Louis County Planning Commission - Convention Center Permit
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:12:48 PM

 
 

From: Terry Gilbert <terry3986@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 10:28 AM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: St. Louis County Planning Commission - Convention Center Permit
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

Dear Jenny Bourbonais -
 
I would like to let you know that I am opposed to the Kevin Swanson Convention Center permit
which threatens Beaver Lake and its wetland area.
 
The timing of the meeting, Thursday, June 10, at 9:30 a.m. is impossible for me to attend as I work
40+-hours each week.  Please know I would vote "NO" if able to attend in person or virtually.
 
Thank you, in advance, for your support protecting our northern Minnesota environment.
 
Respectfully,
 
Terry Gilbert
Hermantown and Little Grand Lake, MN
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Kevin Swanson Convention Center Permit
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:13:31 PM

 
 

From: Wade Carlson <WadersWorld@msn.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 10:40 AM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Kevin Swanson Convention Center Permit
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

Hi,
 
I am contacting you let you know that I oppose the Kevin Swanson Convention Center permit
and hope that you will consider not granting this permit. There has to be a better location for
a convention center then right next to a lake and wetlands. 
 
Thank you,
 
Wade Carlson
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Convention Center at Beaver Lake
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:16:27 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: James Sandstedt <sandstedt4@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 10:53 AM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Convention Center at Beaver Lake

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

Regarding the planning for the Convention Center at Beaver Lake, I am an outdoor activist in that area and enjoy the
fishing and hunting.   I do not believe that this area should be used for such a business there are plenty of areas in
town with accommodations such as hotels and restaurants for this type of Center....

I am against the planning for this type of business.    Leave the wildlife wild!

Jim Sandstedt

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Convention Permit
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:17:07 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Lindsay Anderson <linanderso@hotmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 11:28 AM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Convention Permit

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

Hello,

I just wanted to write to let you know that I am opposed to the Kevin Swanson Convention Center permit which
threatens Beaver Lake and it’s wetlands.

Thanks,
Lindsay Solheim

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Opposition Kevin Swanson Convention Center
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:17:54 PM

 
 

From: Kathleen Hencz <katcz06@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 11:34 AM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Opposition Kevin Swanson Convention Center
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

I am opposed to the Kevin Swanson Convention Center permit which threatens Beaver Lake and its
wetlands. 
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Beaver Lake wetlands
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:18:21 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: PAMGILBERT <gilbertt@mchsi.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 11:46 AM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Beaver Lake wetlands

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

I am opposed to granting a permit for an event center which will endanger Beaver Lake and it's wetlands.  The
runoff from the parking lot will certainly affect the ecosystem of the wetlands that lead to the lake.
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Opposed to Kevin Swanson convention center
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:19:18 PM

 
 

From: Hoshi Ludwig <hoshiludwig9@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 11:52 AM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Opposed to Kevin Swanson convention center
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

Hello - I am opposed to the Kevin Swanson Convention Center permit which threatens Beaver lake
and its wetlands. 
 
Thank you. 
Hoshi
--
Hoshi Ludwig
720.878.5625
@hoshiludwig
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Opposed to Event Center Permit
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:31:18 PM

 
 

From: Susie Stephenson <susie.bea@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 12:04 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Opposed to Event Center Permit
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

I am opposed to granting the permit for an event center which will endanger Beaver Lake and
its wetlands.
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Proposed Zoning Change - Beaver Lake Solway Township
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:33:21 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
Importance: High

 
 

From: Bret Kolbe <bret.kolbe@beazer.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 12:17 PM
To: George Knutson <KnutsonG@StLouisCountyMN.gov>; Jennifer Bourbonais
<BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Cc: Jeremy Kolbe <jeremykolbe@yahoo.com>; Chris Kolbe <ckolbe390@gmail.com>; Bob Kolbe
<robertgkolbe@gmail.com>; besselst@d.umn.edu
Subject: Proposed Zoning Change - Beaver Lake Solway Township
Importance: High
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

Good Afternoon,
 
I am a property owner on Beaver Lake at 6864 Hwy 194 in Solway Township.  Parcel ID: 530-0020-
00020
 
I just wanted to let it be known that I am strongly against the proposed zoning change from
residential to commercial with the intent of building a wedding/event venue on the below parcel:
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NW ¼ of SW ¼ SLY of HIGHWAY, S5, T50N, R16W (Solway)
PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN): 530-0010-00900
 
I feel this kind of zoning change and building is inconsistent with the current residential
neighborhood.
 
I am concerned about the environmental impact this type of change will have on the lake and
adjacent wetlands.
 
The application indicates they are not within 1000 feet of the lake, but they are in very close
proximity to the wetlands attached to the lake as indicated on page 19 of the application.
 
What happens when they salt the parking lot in winter?  Where does that salt or other chemicals
go?  Are they going to fertilize the lawn?  Use chemicals on weeds?  What about oil washing off the
parking lot?
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Beaver Lake Permit
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:33:49 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Josephine Walk <walkjos@hotmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 12:20 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Beaver Lake Permit

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

Dear Ms. Bourbonais,

I am writing to oppose the convention center permit on Beaver Lake. This is a residential area, and I am concerned
about the effect this convention center would have on the environment and lake, noise, and highway traffic and
safety. For these reasons, I oppose the permit.

Josephine Walk
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Proposed Kevin Swanson Convention Center
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:34:25 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Laura Krumwiede <lkrumwiede@chartermi.net>
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 1:42 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Proposed Kevin Swanson Convention Center

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

As a resident of St Louis County I am definitely opposed to my county issuing a permit for the construction of the
Kevin Swanson Convention Center.  This construction would threaten Beaver Lake and its wetlands!
A concerned citizen,
Laura Krumwiede

Sent from my iPad
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Beaver Lake and wetlands
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:35:55 PM

 
 

From: Jerome Jentz <jrjentz@ymail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 2:28 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Beaver Lake and wetlands
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

Dear Commissioner,
    I am opposed to the Kevin Swanson Convention Center permit which will threaten Beaver
Lake and its wetlands.
    Surely another location can be found that doesn't have such a severe environmental impact.
 
Jerome Jentz
7088 Anjou Creek Circle
San Jose, CA 95120
Home: 408-784-7696
Mobile: 408-438-7631
 
"The more you know the luckier you are." - Jack Reacher
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Planning Commission meeting June 10th
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:36:42 PM

 
 

From: koberpri <koberpri@aol.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 2:49 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Planning Commission meeting June 10th
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

Re: Planning Commission meeting Thursday, June 10, 2021
 
Dear Jenny Bourbonnais,
 
Subject: Kevin Swanson Convention Center
 
I am writing to request that the St. Louis County Planning Commissioners carefully consider the
proposal for the development of the land next to the wetlands that protect Beaver Lake. 
 
I am opposed to the Kevin Swanson Convention Center permit that would allow the construction of
the 20,000 sq. ft. convention center and parking lot adjacent to the wetlands of Beaver Lake. The
proposed development of this land for large commercial use is a direct threat to the wetlands and
Beaver Lake. The development of the land next to the wetlands will have a significant enviromental
impact including diverging water flow to the wetlands resulting in a change to the water table of
Beaver Lake. 
 
Therefore, I believe the permit for the Kevin Swanson Convention Center should be denied.
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kimberly Talbot
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Swanson objection
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:37:20 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Mona Jentz <mljentz@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 3:03 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Swanson objection

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

So very few wildlife areas left.
Need to deny this build

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: From Tim Ludwig
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:45:53 PM

FYI on this one, there is a separate email with attachments that I believe he is referring to that I will
send separately but please include in correspondence. Thanks!
 

From: Pastor Ludwig <picpastorludwig@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 3:20 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: From Tim Ludwig
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

Good morning, yesterday I sent you 16 pages of documents for the Kevin Swanson permit 
application which the commissioners will be addressing on June 10th at 9:30.  I wanted to make sure
that you received these documents and that you knew they came from me.  Please contact me on
Monday before noon if there are any problems or concerns.  I am also requesting more than 5
minutes to speak to the commission.  
 
Thank you!
 
Tim Ludwig
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In referencing the topographic map on page 17 in the application, it is clear that the wetlands are
lower than the event site.
 
All these things will flow and or leach into the ground and the water.  Most residents have wells that
could possibly be affected.
 
There is no inlet or outlet to Beaver Lake so there is no refreshing of water.  Any foreign materials
introduced, stay there.
 
This area is home to many birds, mammals, amphibians, and fish that thrive in its current condition.
 
This is a quiet area.  The call of loons during the day, and peeper frogs at night are currently the only
wonderful natural sounds.
 
I can’t imagine being out in a canoe and hearing music and other noise pollution from such a venue. 
 
I see that they tried to address light pollution by pointing lights down but light will still be visible and
refracted.
 
A 34’ tall building will also be an eyesore as it will be clearly visible from the lake.
 
What does it do for the traffic in this area?
 
I see in the comments on parcel in the application they would like to purchase the adjacent property
to act as a buffer.
 
So, do they plan on planting trees on this property to truly create a buffer, or do they plan on gaining
public lake access?
 
There is currently no public access to this lake and I would like to keep it that way.  I understand that
this is not in the current application.
 
In short, I believe this type of zoning change drastically effects the habitat of the current wildlife, and
creates visual, noise, and light pollution for its residents.
 
I have been coming to this location for 50+ years and would like to preserve its natural integrity and
keep it the way it is for my family and future generations.
 
Thank you very much for your time in this matter.
 
 
Bret Kolbe
Quality Assurance Manager
Beazer Homes – Dallas
1501 LBJ Freeway, Suite 300 | Farmers Branch, TX 75234
Office: 972.250.5554
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Convention center and asphalt parking lot
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:46:48 PM

 
 

From: Allison Samberg <asamber01@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 3:32 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Convention center and asphalt parking lot
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

Hello,
 
I wanted to reach out and express my opinion,  as I am opposed to the Kevin Swanson Convention
Center permit. This threatens Beaver lake and it’s surrounding wetlands. 
 
Allison 
--
Allison Samberg
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Swanson convention center
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:47:20 PM

 
 

From: Dr. Wade Kubat <wkubat@lincolnsurgical.net> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 3:38 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Swanson convention center
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

I am against this project and the negative impact it will have on Beaver lake and the surrounding
wetlands.
 
-Wade Kubat
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Opposed to Event Center Permit
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:47:45 PM

 
 

From: Judie Hilmoe <djhilmoe@LIVE.COM> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 3:39 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Opposed to Event Center Permit
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

We are opposed to granting the permit for an event center which will endanger Beaver Lake
and its wetlands.
 
Dick and Judie Hilmoe
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Opposed to event center permit
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:48:26 PM

 
 

From: Ken Johnson <kbjohnson71@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 4:10 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Opposed to event center permit
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

I am opposed to granting the permit for an event center
which will endanger Beaver Lake and its wetlands.
 
Respectfully yours,
Kenneth Johnson
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Opposed to Event Center Permit
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:48:58 PM

 
 

From: Dianne Johnson <diannejohnson67@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 4:11 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Opposed to Event Center Permit
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

I am opposed to granting the permit for an event center which will endanger Beaver Lake and its
wetlands.
 
Respectfully yours, 
Dianne Johnson
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Beaver Lake
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:53:01 PM

 
 

From: Jody Kolquist <jlkolquist@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 4:36 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Beaver Lake
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

To Whom It May Concern,
We are opposed to the Kevin Swanson Convention Center permit which threatens Beaver Lake and
its wetlands!
Scott and Jody Kolquist
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Permit
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:59:08 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: linda habberstad <habberlinda@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 5:15 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Permit

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

I am opposed to the Convention Center proposed by Kevin Swanson as it will adversely affect Beaver Lake and its
wetlands. Please do not allow this Permit to be given.
Sincerely,
Linda Habberstad

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Convention Center Permit
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:59:49 PM

 
 

From: Susan Benson <sbenson9598@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 5:17 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Convention Center Permit
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

 
To whom it may concern,
 
I am opposed to the Kevin Swanson Convention Center permit which threatens Beaver lake and
its wetlands. Please do not allow the permit.
 
Thank you-
Susan Benson
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Kevin Swanson Convention Center Permit
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 2:00:42 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Robert Krumwiede <rkrumw@d.umn.edu>
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 5:21 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Kevin Swanson Convention Center Permit

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

I have just heard about the proposal to build a convention center that will encroach on Beaver Lake and adjoining
wetlands. I ask that you turn down this request. Our natural areas are precious and so very limited. They are a major
attraction of our county an state and need to be preserved.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration.

Bob Krumwiede
Duluth, MN 55811
218/349-6313 (C)
218/728-5723 (H)
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Conditional use permit for wedding/event center in Solway Township (applicant Kevin Swanson)
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 2:02:18 PM

 
 

From: Jeff <pykkman@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 5:20 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Conditional use permit for wedding/event center in Solway Township (applicant Kevin
Swanson)
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

 

Greetings
I am writing to oppose the approval of the conditional use permit for a
wedding/event center in Solway Township (applicant Kevin Swanson).  
The intended commercial use of this land is not consistent with adjacent
land use.   The adjacent properties are residential and recreational
properties surround and small, quiet, private lake.  A large noisy
commercial party center would significantly detract from the natural idyllic
setting our families have enjoyed for decades.  The small size and
physical limitations create an environment that would be overcome with
noise and light pollution from a commercial use that would bring such
large numbers of people, cars, and parties.  This commercial enterprise
would be most busy on weekends -  when these recreational and
residential properties and lake are also most used. 
 
Of gravest concern would be if this commercial enterprise where to gain
access or use of the lake itself.  The lake is small enough that you can
hear a conversation across it.   A wedding pontoon, party barge, or any
commercial use of this lake would destroy the natural wilderness aesthetic
and conflict with the intended residential/recreational use.  
 
Our family properties on the lake are minimally developed.  The county
has in fact denied a variance to add a small addition to my uncles cabin on
the lake.  To add such a large commercial building would seem
inconsistent and counterintuitive.  
 
If this permit where to be approved please at a minimum restrict outside
amplified music and specifically preclude any commercial use of the lake.
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Respectfully, 
Jeff Pykkonen 
Member of The Lake on Birch Shores, LLC
Part owner of 6860 Highway 194, Saginaw MN
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Kevin Swanson Convention Center
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 2:09:00 PM

 
 

From: 4zeegang <4zeegang@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 5:41 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Kevin Swanson Convention Center
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

I am opposed to the Kevin Swanson Convention Center and its parking lot permits.
I believe it would threaten Beaver Lake and surrounding wetlands.
 
Dave Zimmerman
 
 
 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Kevin Swanson Convention Center
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 2:09:26 PM

 
 

From: stan winterroth <winstan1210@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 5:44 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Kevin Swanson Convention Center
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

I would like to voice my opposition to the Kevin Swanson convention center and parking lot permit
which threatens Beaver lake and it's wetlands.
Stan Winterroth 
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak; George Knutson
Subject: FW: Opposition to conditional use of NW 1/4 of SW 1/4 SLY of Highway, S5, T50N, R16W (Solway)
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 2:14:43 PM
Attachments: image001.png

George, you were copied on this one, but not sure if you saved it to the correspondence file so
please make sure we include it. Thanks.
 

From: Sheryl Filby Williams <SWilliams@barr.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 5:54 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Cc: George Knutson <KnutsonG@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Opposition to conditional use of NW 1/4 of SW 1/4 SLY of Highway, S5, T50N, R16W
(Solway)
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

To Ms. Bourbonais and the St. Louis County Planning Commissioners,
The purpose of this email is to provide written opposition to the conditional use permit of NW 1/4 of
SW 1/4 SLY of Highway, S5, T50N, R16W (Solway) that is being proposed at the meeting on 6/10/21.
 
My family owns a portion of the property and a cabin (6858 HWY 194) on Beaver Lake, which is
adjacent to the proposed wedding venue/event center. I am the CEO of The Lakes at Birch Shores,
LLC, which is how our family manages our shared property at Beaver Lake that has been in our family
for decades. Professionally, I am a Senior Hydrogeologist and Vice President at Barr Engineering Co.
in Duluth and a licensed geologist in the State of MN. As part of my job, I work in environmental
permitting for proposed projects.
 
I am opposed to the conditional use permit for the following reasons:
 
1. The proposed use is not compatible with the existing residential neighborhood. Beaver Lake is
bounded by a very small quiet residential neighborhood in a wilderness setting. Beaver Lake is where
my children, and generations of children before them, have learned to swim and fish, catch fireflies,
and look for shooting stars. A wedding venue seven days a week with noise and light pollution well
into the nighttime is not consistent with this residential setting.
 
2. The area is environmentally sensitive with a small groundwater-fed lake and adjacent
wetlands. Beaver Lake is a very small (about 25 acres) groundwater-fed lake that is designated the
most environmentally sensitive by the MN DNR. The parcel between the lake and the target parcel is
a wetland area. While we haven’t completed a formal wetland delineation on that parcel, based on
knowledge of the area, the actual wetland area is potentially larger than that shown in the St. Louis
County Planning Commission Staff Report and should be confirmed as part of this proposed project.
Any potential impacts to the environment or plant or wildlife species within the wetlands or the lake
should be evaluated as part of an environmental assessment worksheet or appropriate evaluation.
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3. Uncertainty on current or future plans for use of Beaver Lake by the proposed wedding
venue/event center. We are aware that the current permit application is silent on whether the
proposed wedding venue has current or future plans to access Beaver Lake for activities related to
the wedding venue. However, anecdotally, our family has heard this is the plan. As owners on Beaver
Lake, we strictly oppose the wedding venue accessing this very small privately-owned and
environmentally-sensitive residential lake for activities (boating, snowmobiling etc.) related to the
wedding venue for the same reasons described in #1 and # 2 above; those activities are
incompatible with residential use and pose a potential threat to environmentally sensitive areas.  
 
In conclusion, we respectfully request that the conditional use permit for a wedding venue at NW
1/4 of SW 1/4 SLY of Highway, S5, T50N, R16W (Solway) not be granted.
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input on this important decision that will affect my family
and Beaver Lake for decades.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sheryl Filby Williams, PG

   Vice President
   Senior Hydrogeologist
   Barr Engineering Co.
   325 Lake Ave South Suite 700
   Duluth, MN 55802
   ----------------------------------------------------------------------------
   office: 218.529.8211
   toll-free: 800.632.2277
   cell: 218.343.2841
   ----------------------------------------------------------------------------
   swilliams@barr.com
   www.barr.com

If you no longer wish to receive marketing e-mails from Barr, respond to communications@barr.com and we will
be happy to honor your request.
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: KSCC
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 2:17:12 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Daniel Dougherty <DanielT@dfhduluth.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 6:15 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: KSCC

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

 I am opposed to the Kevin Swanson Convention Center permit which threatens Beaver lake and its wetlands.

Daniel T Dougherty

Confidentiality Notice: This E-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or
distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply E-mail and destroy
all copies of the original message.
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Protect Beaver Lake
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 2:18:18 PM
Importance: High

 
 

From: RAY KOLOJESKI Owner <babbs4jc@centurylink.net> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 6:37 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Protect Beaver Lake
Importance: High
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

Hi,
There are three adults in this household who vote "NO"
to the permit for the convention center.
As it stands, the speed limit on 194 has been raised to
60 mph after the Hermantown city line (Solway Road). 
This is no acceptable to the residents that live on this
stretch of the HWY.  Drivers have always driven faster
than the posted speed limit down 194.  Right now with
the speed limit at 60, they are going at least 70 down the
road.  The junction of 194 and HWY 2 has always been a
site for accidents.  There is no possible way it will be
safe for all the drivers going to a convention center.  Not
to mention the wildlife that live in that area.  There is a lot
of other land in the county they could use for a
convention center.  This would not be a safe move.
NO!  Don't approve the permit.
Thank you,
Patricia Kolojeski
David Shabert
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Barbara Shabert
 
Barb Shabert
(218) 729-6672
babbs4jc@centurylink.net
www.yourAvon.com/bshabert

BEAUTY FOR A PURPOSE 
Check out youtube.com/Avon for makeup tips.
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Opposition to Permit 530-0010-00900 on Beaver Lake in Solway Township
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 2:20:23 PM

 
 

From: msp04790@cpinternet.com <msp04790@cpinternet.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 6:58 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Opposition to Permit 530-0010-00900 on Beaver Lake in Solway Township
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

 

June 5, 2021

Dear Ms. Bourbonais and the St. Louis County Planning Commissioners-

Thank you for soliciting input into the conditional use permit of NW 1/4 of SW 1/4 SLY
of Highway,S5,T50N, R16@ (Solway) PIN: 530-0010-0090 on Beaver Lake in Solway
Township which will be discussed at the 6/10/2021 meeting.  I am an owner of a
seasonal property on the lake which has been in my family for over 75 years and
which I have personally used for over 50 years.  I am writing to express my strong
opposition to this permit.  

Solway Township is a rural, residential township with low density housing.  Beaver
lake is a 35 acre spring fed lake with minimal boat traffic with spaced out properties
surrounding its shore.  It is a quiet lake home to nesting loons, as well as a variety of
other birds, fish and wild game.  It has no outlet or inlet.  The current land is zoned for
residential use.  The proposed event center would not only be out of character with
the quiet lake and neighborhood but also raises multiple safety and environmental
concerns.  These include increased traffic flow at the already dangerous intersection
of Highway 194 and Highway 2, as well as on Highway 194 leading into the event
center.  Increased noise and light pollution from the event center will affect current
cabin/home owners on the lake and disrupt wildlife.  Topography of the land currently
magnifies any sound on the lake and any noise from the center, even nonamplified,
will be disruptive to adjacent properties and also the entire lake community. 
Development of a large building and 100 car parking lot threatens the wetlands, water
purity, groundwater and wetlands of Beaver Lake.  I also wish to state my opposition
to allowing the event center to access the lake should that be requested in the future.

A clear, unpolluted, quiet lake with extensive surrounding wetlands is becoming a
rarity and should be protected.  Once damage is done, it is much more difficult and
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sometimes impossible to repair.  As a long term owner who has been compliant with
county residential restrictions in order to maintain the quality of the lake and
neighborhood, I am opposed to developing the parcel in question.

Sincerely,

Kari Ball
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Kevin Swanson Convention Center
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 2:20:58 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Tara Mayner <hijump1@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 7:09 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Kevin Swanson Convention Center

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

I would like to voice my opposition to the Kevin Swanson convention center and parking lot permit which threatens
Beaver lake and it's wetlands.

Tara Mayner
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Kevin Swanson Convention Center
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 2:23:17 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Patty's Email <sleenfamily@q.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 7:23 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Kevin Swanson Convention Center

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

I am formally writing to share my opposition for the Kevin Swanson Convention Center permit. This permit
threatens Beaver Lake and its surrounding wetlands. Please feel free to call me with any questions.

Patricia Sleen
218-393-7044
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Petition results for Solway residents regarding event center
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 2:28:21 PM
Attachments: Petition for Beaver lake.PNG

Fyi, if we get more info on this one, we might want to replace but lets save this to the file for now.
thanks!
 
 

From: Jennifer Bourbonais 
Sent: Monday, June 7, 2021 2:27 PM
To: knts823@aol.com
Subject: RE: Petition results for Solway residents regarding event center
 
Thank you for the correspondence; it will be forwarded to the St. Louis County Planning Commission
for their consideration. However, the petition attached has no signature associated with it which
may make it difficult for the Planning Commission’s consideration. Is there any more to the petition
that you can send that shows the signatures?
 
Thanks much,
 
Jenny Bourbonais
Land Use Manager
Planning and Community Development
St. Louis County
Government Services Center

201 South 3rd Avenue West
Virginia, MN 55792
218-749-0629
bourbonaisj@stlouiscountymn.gov
 

From: knts823@aol.com <knts823@aol.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 7:44 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Petition results for Solway residents regarding event center
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

To:  St Louis County Planning Commissioners 
 
Attached is the petition signed by Solway residents who are opposed to the Convention Center project
that has been proposed by Kevin Swanson on parcel#530-0010-00900. As stated, we chose to live in a
rural community and now find ourselves fighting to maintain our very way of life and protect the quiet and
pristine Beaver Lake from the pollution that will be created by Industrial lighting, noise pollution by bands
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Protect and preserve rural living in Solway
Township and on Beaver Lake!

‘ Solway Residents started this petition to ST. LOUIS COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

Fellow Solway Township Property Owners:

A conditional use permit request for a commercial business
proposal for a Wedding and Event Center that would be located

158 have signed. Let's get to 200!

Thanks to your support this petition
has a chance at winning! We only
need 42 more signatures to reach
the next goal - can you help?





playing up to 7 days a week, increased traffic, and water pollution.  This commercial project, would
forever, destroy what we have all worked so hard to preserve. 
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Recipient: ST. LOUIS COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

Letter: Greetings,

Protect and preserve rural living in Solway Township and on Beaver Lake!
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Signatures

Name Location Date

Solway Residents US 2021-05-25

Joan Rowe Hermantown, MN 2021-05-25

Johnnie Rowe Hermantown, MN 2021-05-25

Jamie Rowe Minneapolis, MN 2021-05-25

Tammy Kitchenmaster Duluth, MN 2021-05-25

Sherry Schiller Minneapolis, MN 2021-05-25

Joy Goedhart Barnum, MN 2021-05-25

Judith Robertson Cloquet, MN 2021-05-25

Denise Austin Duluth, MN 2021-05-25

Jacqueline and Steven Zapp Mesa, AZ 2021-05-25

Mark Belisle Pine Island, MN 2021-05-25

Linda Knutson Duluth, MN 2021-05-25

Josh Knutson Saginaw, MN 2021-05-25

Heather Knutson Brookston, MN 2021-05-25

Madelynn Ludwig Wheaton, IL 2021-05-25

Rachel Ludwig Phoenix, AZ 2021-05-25

Meredith Bilse Minneapolis, MN 2021-05-26

JoAnna Danielson Duluth, MN 2021-05-26

Laura Kheradi Bethesda, MD 2021-05-26

oliver sieber Clearfield, UT 2021-05-26
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Name Location Date

Amanda Fiege Duluth, MN 2021-05-26

Brett Ludwig Wheaton, IL 2021-05-26

Mark Socha Saginaw, MN 2021-05-26

Kristin Swanstrom Saginaw, MN 2021-05-26

Justin Knutson Saginaw, MN 2021-05-26

Paula Martwig Duluth, MN 2021-05-26

Paul Zieroth Minneapolis, MN 2021-05-26

June Templer Duluth, MN 2021-05-26

Susan Benson Cloquet, MN 2021-05-26

Kyle Nordeen Saginaw, MN 2021-05-26

Mary Lunke Duluth, MN 2021-05-26

Lisa Brekke Saginaw, MN 2021-05-26

Sandra Filby Duluth, MN 2021-05-26

Beth Esselstrom Cloquet, MN 2021-05-26

Trevor Ratliff Scottsdale, AZ 2021-05-26

Blaine Johnson 55720, MN 2021-05-26

Tricia Rosenberger Saginaw, MN 2021-05-26

Jamie Loftis Duluth, MN 2021-05-26

Keith Warner Saginaw, MN 2021-05-26

Robert Kolbe Superior, WI 2021-05-26

Patrick Lowry Saginaw, MN 2021-05-26

Chris Kolbe Minneapolis, MN 2021-05-26
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Name Location Date

Diane Lowry Duluth, MN 2021-05-26

Jeremy Kolbe Minneapolis, MN 2021-05-26

Kari and Leon Ball Duluth, MN 2021-05-26

karen mattson Duluth, MN 2021-05-26

Ashley Henke Saginaw, MN 2021-05-26

Brooke Warner Duluth, MN 2021-05-26

Cindy Henke San Antonio, TX 2021-05-26

Adam Warner Saginaw, MN 2021-05-27

Rose Wilson Duluth, MN 2021-05-27

Bret Kolbe Gainesville, TX 2021-05-27

Sara Mayfield Saint Paul, MN 2021-05-27

Marilyn Pykkonen Cloquet, MN 2021-05-27

Elden Filby Duluth, MN 2021-05-27

Michelle Burgie Duluth, MN 2021-05-27

James Horner Duluth, MN 2021-05-27

LEE LAFRANCE Duluth, MN 2021-05-27

Julie Gower Alborn, MN 2021-05-27

Katie Kivi Saginaw, MN 2021-05-27

Robert Gould Duluth, MN 2021-05-27

Anna Solem Saginaw, MN 2021-05-27

Christian Nelson Christian
Nelson

Duluth, MN 2021-05-27
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Name Location Date

Katie Hubbartt Saginaw, MN 2021-05-27

Heather Pappas Cloquet, MN 2021-05-27

Zac Hanson Duluth, MN 2021-05-27

Julee Borg Duluth, MN 2021-05-27

Kristy Hansen Duluth, MN 2021-05-27

Patti Bredow Duluth, MN 2021-05-27

Tiffany Shaw Saginaw, MN 2021-05-27

Desirae Cogswell Rochester, MN 2021-05-27

Diane Cekalla Saginaw, MN 2021-05-27

Mary Ludwig Saginaw, MN 2021-05-27

Randy Parker Duluth, MN 2021-05-27

Nicholas Parker Minnesota 2021-05-27

Joseph Rosenberger Saginaw, MN 2021-05-28

Troy Templer Minneapolis, MN 2021-05-28

Pam Solem Duluth, MN 2021-05-28

Cheryl Olsen Duluth, MN 2021-05-28

Rick Merritt Duluth, MN 2021-05-28

Garry Foucault Cloquet, MN 2021-05-28

Tina Warner Saginaw, MN 2021-05-28

Jennifer Sharp Dallas, TX 2021-05-28

Kelly Miller Duluth, MN 2021-05-28

Nicole Hausman Brooklyn, US 2021-05-28
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Name Location Date

Katie Brown-Mesedahl Duluth, MN 2021-05-28

Jennifer Thompson Saginaw, MN 2021-05-29

Travis Knutson Duluth, MN 2021-05-30

Adam Hendrickson Esko, MN 2021-05-30

Jennifer Hendrickson Esko, MN 2021-05-30

Mary Jane Anderson Cloquet, MN 2021-05-30

Claudia Lunke Chicago, IL 2021-05-30

Jessica Chance Richardson, TX 2021-05-31

Rachel Burgie Duluth, MN 2021-05-31

Elizabeth Medina Saint Paul, MN 2021-05-31

Alexander Kheradi Bethesda, MD 2021-06-01

Jason Rowe Minneapolis, MN 2021-06-01

Amy Kammerer Chaska, MN 2021-06-02

Emily Umbreit Hopkins, MN 2021-06-02

Angelea Marriott Saint Paul, MN 2021-06-02

Zach Umbreit Minneapolis, MN 2021-06-02

Debra Johnson Duluth, MN 2021-06-02

Reginald Ouellette Pepperell, MA 2021-06-02

Dustin Kammerer Chaska, MN 2021-06-02

Sheryl Filby Williams Duluth, MN 2021-06-02

Aaron Swanstrom Brookston, MN 2021-06-03

Annie Vitek Chicago, IL 2021-06-03
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Name Location Date

Margery Schiff White Plains, US 2021-06-03

Cara Belisle Pine Island, MN 2021-06-03

Deborah Pykkonen Duluth, MN 2021-06-03

Jordan Pykkonen Duluth, MN 2021-06-03

Jaren Pykkonen Duluth, MN 2021-06-03

Connie Talsoe-Tropple Zumbrota, MN 2021-06-04

David Tropple Zumbrota, MN 2021-06-04

KYLE TIMMERMAN Rochester, MN 2021-06-04

Kelly Timmerman Minneapolis, MN 2021-06-04

Bernardo Lastre Pine Island, MN 2021-06-04

FRANK JIORLE Saint Paul, MN 2021-06-04

Samantha Warneke Saginaw, MN 2021-06-04

Faith Omberg Pine Island, MN 2021-06-04

David Krinke Zumbrota, MN 2021-06-04

Brian Berger Philadelphia, PA 2021-06-04

Dan Feinberg Orono, MN 2021-06-04

James Golgart Minneapolis, MN 2021-06-04

Roger Belisle Rapid City, SD 2021-06-04

Jared Warneke Proctor, MN 2021-06-04

Charlene Belisle Round Rock, TX 2021-06-04

Safi Najdawi Bryn Mawr, PA 2021-06-04

Andrew Gagnon Owatonna, MN 2021-06-04
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Name Location Date

Mike Belisle Minneapolis, MN 2021-06-04

Randy Hoffarth Pine Island, MN 2021-06-04

Rod Garcia Waxahachie, TX 2021-06-04

Sandra Boesl Saint Paul, MN 2021-06-04

Mary Engen Eyota, MN 2021-06-04

Jilann Timmerman Rochester, MN 2021-06-04

Joe Carlson Minneapolis, MN 2021-06-05

CJ Fitch US 2021-06-05

Thomas Wolner Saint Paul, MN 2021-06-05

Suzy Kirby Circle Pines, MN 2021-06-05

Twyla Rickard Dodge Center, MN 2021-06-05

Karen Egger Hopkins, MN 2021-06-05

Kari Hoffarth Brandon, FL 2021-06-05

Judy Denzer Winona, MN 2021-06-05

Linda Soukup Edgewood, NM 2021-06-05

Erik Tropple Hopkins, MN 2021-06-05

Darla Smith Minneapolis, MN 2021-06-05

Mark Lerohl Port Arthur, TX 2021-06-05

Katherine Hartley Saginaw, MN 2021-06-05

Heather Wiita Duluth, MN 2021-06-05

Jeremy Ziells Duluth, MN 2021-06-05

Amanda Wiita Duluth, MN 2021-06-05
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Name Location Date

Catherine Ziells Duluth, MN 2021-06-05

Debra Barr Griffin, GA 2021-06-06

Jessica Gerst Duluth, MN 2021-06-06

Lee McIntee Osseo, MN 2021-06-06

Jeff Pykkonen Duluth, MN 2021-06-06

Keri Hager Duluth, MN 2021-06-06

Eric Hettinger Rochester, MN 2021-06-07
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: 6/10 Planning Commission Hearing Support Documentation
Date: Tuesday, June 8, 2021 9:11:49 AM
Attachments: petition_signatures_jobs_29057730_20210607201255.pdf

Rec’d after deadline. Thanks.
 
 

From: Solway Residents <solway.residents@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, June 7, 2021 3:40 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: 6/10 Planning Commission Hearing Support Documentation
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

Please find attached petition signatures and comments regarding a request for a conditional use
permit for property located in Solway Township along Highway 194 in St. Louis County. This
conditional use permit request is set to go before the St. Louis County Planning Commission on
Thursday, June 10, 2021. 
 
The documents demonstrate significant opposition to the approval of this permit request for
consideration. A copy of the active petition can be found here:

http://chng.it/QjMhbyNB
 
Additionally, Township residents are set to voice additional concern at the Tuesday, June 8th Solway
Town Hall meeting and will also be present for the hearing on Thursday, June 10th. 
 
On behalf of the Beaver Lake and Solway Township Residents and Property Owners,
 
-Chris and Melissa Rowe
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Recipient: ST. LOUIS COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION


Letter: Greetings,


Protect and preserve rural living in Solway Township and on Beaver Lake!







Signatures


Name Location Date


Solway Residents US 2021-05-25


Joan Rowe Hermantown, MN 2021-05-25


Johnnie Rowe Hermantown, MN 2021-05-25


Jamie Rowe Minneapolis, MN 2021-05-25


Tammy Kitchenmaster Duluth, MN 2021-05-25


Sherry Schiller Minneapolis, MN 2021-05-25


Joy Goedhart Barnum, MN 2021-05-25


Judith Robertson Cloquet, MN 2021-05-25


Denise Austin Duluth, MN 2021-05-25


Jacqueline and Steven Zapp Mesa, AZ 2021-05-25


Mark Belisle Pine Island, MN 2021-05-25


Linda Knutson Duluth, MN 2021-05-25


Josh Knutson Saginaw, MN 2021-05-25


Heather Knutson Brookston, MN 2021-05-25


Madelynn Ludwig Wheaton, IL 2021-05-25


Rachel Ludwig Phoenix, AZ 2021-05-25


Meredith Bilse Minneapolis, MN 2021-05-26


JoAnna Danielson Duluth, MN 2021-05-26


Laura Kheradi Bethesda, MD 2021-05-26


oliver sieber Clearfield, UT 2021-05-26







Name Location Date


Amanda Fiege Duluth, MN 2021-05-26


Brett Ludwig Wheaton, IL 2021-05-26


Mark Socha Saginaw, MN 2021-05-26


Kristin Swanstrom Saginaw, MN 2021-05-26


Justin Knutson Saginaw, MN 2021-05-26


Paula Martwig Duluth, MN 2021-05-26


Paul Zieroth Minneapolis, MN 2021-05-26


June Templer Duluth, MN 2021-05-26


Susan Benson Cloquet, MN 2021-05-26


Kyle Nordeen Saginaw, MN 2021-05-26


Mary Lunke Duluth, MN 2021-05-26


Lisa Brekke Saginaw, MN 2021-05-26


Sandra Filby Duluth, MN 2021-05-26


Beth Esselstrom Cloquet, MN 2021-05-26


Trevor Ratliff Scottsdale, AZ 2021-05-26


Blaine Johnson 55720, MN 2021-05-26


Tricia Rosenberger Saginaw, MN 2021-05-26


Jamie Loftis Duluth, MN 2021-05-26


Keith Warner Saginaw, MN 2021-05-26


Robert Kolbe Superior, WI 2021-05-26


Patrick Lowry Saginaw, MN 2021-05-26


Chris Kolbe Minneapolis, MN 2021-05-26







Name Location Date


Diane Lowry Duluth, MN 2021-05-26


Jeremy Kolbe Minneapolis, MN 2021-05-26


Kari and Leon Ball Duluth, MN 2021-05-26


karen mattson Duluth, MN 2021-05-26


Ashley Henke Saginaw, MN 2021-05-26


Brooke Warner Duluth, MN 2021-05-26


Cindy Henke San Antonio, TX 2021-05-26


Adam Warner Saginaw, MN 2021-05-27


Rose Wilson Duluth, MN 2021-05-27


Bret Kolbe Gainesville, TX 2021-05-27


Sara Mayfield Saint Paul, MN 2021-05-27


Marilyn Pykkonen Cloquet, MN 2021-05-27


Elden Filby Duluth, MN 2021-05-27


Michelle Burgie Duluth, MN 2021-05-27


James Horner Duluth, MN 2021-05-27


LEE LAFRANCE Duluth, MN 2021-05-27


Julie Gower Alborn, MN 2021-05-27


Katie Kivi Saginaw, MN 2021-05-27


Robert Gould Duluth, MN 2021-05-27


Anna Solem Saginaw, MN 2021-05-27


Christian Nelson Christian
Nelson


Duluth, MN 2021-05-27







Name Location Date


Katie Hubbartt Saginaw, MN 2021-05-27


Heather Pappas Cloquet, MN 2021-05-27


Zac Hanson Duluth, MN 2021-05-27


Julee Borg Duluth, MN 2021-05-27


Kristy Hansen Duluth, MN 2021-05-27


Patti Bredow Duluth, MN 2021-05-27


Tiffany Shaw Saginaw, MN 2021-05-27


Desirae Cogswell Rochester, MN 2021-05-27


Diane Cekalla Saginaw, MN 2021-05-27


Mary Ludwig Saginaw, MN 2021-05-27


Randy Parker Duluth, MN 2021-05-27


Nicholas Parker Minnesota 2021-05-27


Joseph Rosenberger Saginaw, MN 2021-05-28


Troy Templer Minneapolis, MN 2021-05-28


Pam Solem Duluth, MN 2021-05-28


Cheryl Olsen Duluth, MN 2021-05-28


Rick Merritt Duluth, MN 2021-05-28


Garry Foucault Cloquet, MN 2021-05-28


Tina Warner Saginaw, MN 2021-05-28


Jennifer Sharp Dallas, TX 2021-05-28


Kelly Miller Duluth, MN 2021-05-28


Nicole Hausman Brooklyn, US 2021-05-28







Name Location Date


Katie Brown-Mesedahl Duluth, MN 2021-05-28


Jennifer Thompson Saginaw, MN 2021-05-29


Travis Knutson Duluth, MN 2021-05-30


Adam Hendrickson Esko, MN 2021-05-30


Jennifer Hendrickson Esko, MN 2021-05-30


Mary Jane Anderson Cloquet, MN 2021-05-30


Claudia Lunke Chicago, IL 2021-05-30


Jessica Chance Richardson, TX 2021-05-31


Rachel Burgie Duluth, MN 2021-05-31


Elizabeth Medina Saint Paul, MN 2021-05-31


Alexander Kheradi Bethesda, MD 2021-06-01


Jason Rowe Minneapolis, MN 2021-06-01


Amy Kammerer Chaska, MN 2021-06-02


Emily Umbreit Hopkins, MN 2021-06-02


Angelea Marriott Saint Paul, MN 2021-06-02


Zach Umbreit Minneapolis, MN 2021-06-02


Debra Johnson Duluth, MN 2021-06-02


Reginald Ouellette Pepperell, MA 2021-06-02


Dustin Kammerer Chaska, MN 2021-06-02


Sheryl Filby Williams Duluth, MN 2021-06-02


Aaron Swanstrom Brookston, MN 2021-06-03


Annie Vitek Chicago, IL 2021-06-03







Name Location Date


Margery Schiff White Plains, US 2021-06-03


Cara Belisle Pine Island, MN 2021-06-03


Deborah Pykkonen Duluth, MN 2021-06-03


Jordan Pykkonen Duluth, MN 2021-06-03


Jaren Pykkonen Duluth, MN 2021-06-03


Connie Talsoe-Tropple Zumbrota, MN 2021-06-04


David Tropple Zumbrota, MN 2021-06-04


KYLE TIMMERMAN Rochester, MN 2021-06-04


Kelly Timmerman Minneapolis, MN 2021-06-04


Bernardo Lastre Pine Island, MN 2021-06-04


FRANK JIORLE Saint Paul, MN 2021-06-04


Samantha Warneke Saginaw, MN 2021-06-04


Faith Omberg Pine Island, MN 2021-06-04


David Krinke Zumbrota, MN 2021-06-04


Brian Berger Philadelphia, PA 2021-06-04


Dan Feinberg Orono, MN 2021-06-04


James Golgart Minneapolis, MN 2021-06-04


Roger Belisle Rapid City, SD 2021-06-04


Jared Warneke Proctor, MN 2021-06-04


Charlene Belisle Round Rock, TX 2021-06-04


Safi Najdawi Bryn Mawr, PA 2021-06-04


Andrew Gagnon Owatonna, MN 2021-06-04







Name Location Date


Mike Belisle Minneapolis, MN 2021-06-04


Randy Hoffarth Pine Island, MN 2021-06-04


Rod Garcia Waxahachie, TX 2021-06-04


Sandra Boesl Saint Paul, MN 2021-06-04


Mary Engen Eyota, MN 2021-06-04


Jilann Timmerman Rochester, MN 2021-06-04


Joe Carlson Minneapolis, MN 2021-06-05


CJ Fitch US 2021-06-05


Thomas Wolner Saint Paul, MN 2021-06-05


Suzy Kirby Circle Pines, MN 2021-06-05


Twyla Rickard Dodge Center, MN 2021-06-05


Karen Egger Hopkins, MN 2021-06-05


Kari Hoffarth Brandon, FL 2021-06-05


Judy Denzer Winona, MN 2021-06-05


Linda Soukup Edgewood, NM 2021-06-05


Erik Tropple Hopkins, MN 2021-06-05


Darla Smith Minneapolis, MN 2021-06-05


Mark Lerohl Port Arthur, TX 2021-06-05


Katherine Hartley Saginaw, MN 2021-06-05


Heather Wiita Duluth, MN 2021-06-05


Jeremy Ziells Duluth, MN 2021-06-05


Amanda Wiita Duluth, MN 2021-06-05







Name Location Date


Catherine Ziells Duluth, MN 2021-06-05


Debra Barr Griffin, GA 2021-06-06


Jessica Gerst Duluth, MN 2021-06-06


Lee McIntee Osseo, MN 2021-06-06


Jeff Pykkonen Duluth, MN 2021-06-06


Keri Hager Duluth, MN 2021-06-06


Eric Hettinger Rochester, MN 2021-06-07







From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Beaver Lake
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 2:47:15 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Morgan Lamson <mlamson97@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 8:09 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Beaver Lake

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

To whom it may concern,

I just sending this email to say I opposed to the Kevin Swanson Convention Center which threatens Beaver Lake
and it’s wetlands.

Thank you,
Morgan Lamson
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Opposition to convention center permit
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 2:47:49 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Rian Jentz <rianjentz@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 8:25 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Opposition to convention center permit

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

I am strongly opposed to the  Kevin Swanson Convention Center permit which threatens Beaver lake and its
wetlands.  That beautiful area should not be ruined because of a parking lot and convention center. Thank you for
your consideration.

Rian Jentz
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Save Beaver Lake
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 2:48:39 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Kate McKane <k_jentz@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 8:25 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Save Beaver Lake

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

I am writing to plead with you to reject the permit for the Kevin Swanson convention center permit due to the
negative impact it will have on Beaver lake and the surrounding wetlands.  Whenever our family visits the lake, our
kids are amazed by the beauty, the seclusion, and the life that habitat supports.  As soon as we leave, they ask when
we can visit again.  It would be a shame to approve a permit that would risk harming any of that.  Please protect the
wildlife, wetlands and Beaver lake.

Kate McKane
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Kevin Swanson Convention Center
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 2:49:12 PM

 
 

From: Jason Young <jyoung101st@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 8:34 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Kevin Swanson Convention Center
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

Hello,
 
I am opposed to the Kevin Swanson Convention Center permit.  I feel it will threaten Beaver Lake
and it's wetlands.
 
Thank you for hearing out my concerns.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jason Young
218-341-8427

82

mailto:/O=ST LOUIS COUNTY/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C4FE8615921846F0983F7410DE438B79-BOURBONA
mailto:Claviter-TveitM@stlouiscountymn.gov
mailto:LepakA@stlouiscountymn.gov
mailto:KnutsonG@StLouisCountyMN.gov


From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Opposition to permit
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 2:50:06 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Terri Leonard <terrileonard1@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 8:51 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Opposition to permit

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

Dear Commissioners,

I am writing to let you know of my opposition to the special use permit requested by Kevin Swanson to build a
Convention Center which will threaten Beaver Lake and its wetlands. The property is zoned residential and I believe
it should remain so. Beaver Lake is just a little spring-fed lake with no public access-- just 5 cabins and three year
round homes. The runoff from the parking lot, fertilizer, etc will not only affect the lake and all the habitats but the
water table and the wells of those who live there.  Major Convention Center events with their accompanying noise
levels will shatter the quiet of this idyllic place.  Lake property is hard to come by; please don’t destroy the quality
of life for those who live there or who treasure their cabin getaway. I hope we can agree that the beauty and peace of
nature, as well as a clean habitat for fish and wildlife are more valuable than a few dollars in the county’s coffers.

I appreciate your consideration of my opinion.

With concern for our natural world and for the current property owners who would lose something precious,

Terri Leonard
4220 Stebner Rd
Hermantown, MN 55811

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Convention center in Solway twsp
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 2:51:16 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Kathleen Axtell <kathleenaxtell@aol.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 8:57 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Convention center in Solway twsp

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

We are sending this email in opposition to the building of a convention center by Beaver Lake. We are concerned
about:
1.  Increased traffic on Hwy 2 and Hwy 194, the intersection of these two Hwy’s is dangerous but so is 194 and
Canosia road, along with Hwy 2 and Canosia Rd.
2.  We are concerned about the wildlife, especially all the water fowl and Hawks and eagle, which we frequently see
on our property because there is a nesting area close by 3. We are concerned about the amount of groundwater that
this facility will use, how will this affect all the local wells.
4. When individuals are at a convention they go out to local bars and restaurants, there will be more impaired drivers
on the road in our rural environment.
5. Runoff from parking the parking lot and fertilized lawns affecting water purity in Beaver Lake and possibly
ground water.
Kathleen and Allan Axtell, Solway Twsp

Sent from my iPad

84

mailto:/O=ST LOUIS COUNTY/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C4FE8615921846F0983F7410DE438B79-BOURBONA
mailto:Claviter-TveitM@stlouiscountymn.gov
mailto:LepakA@stlouiscountymn.gov
mailto:KnutsonG@StLouisCountyMN.gov


From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Opposed to Kevin Swanson Convention Center Permit
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 3:00:20 PM

 
 

From: Jeff Drajesk <jdrajesk@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 9:16 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Kevin Swanson Convention Center Permit
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Jeff Drajesk <jdrajesk@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Jun 6, 2021 at 8:28 PM
Subject: Opposed to Kevin Swanson Convention Center Permit
To: <bourbonaisj@stlouiscounty.mn.gov>
 

This threatens local lakes and wetlands, which is the core of the identity of this precious area.
 
Jeff
 

 
--
Jeff Drajesk
262-758-9832
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: conditional use permit near Beaver Lake
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 3:00:58 PM

 
 

From: rakmattson@aol.com <rakmattson@aol.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 9:17 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: conditional use permit near Beaver Lake
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

  I am writing to oppose the conditional use  permit for a wedding venue on Highway194 in Solway
Township.  This proposed construction of a large building plus a 150 car parking lot, do NOT fit in with the
adjacent land use.  The present buildings on this small environmentally protected lake,  are residential
and seasonal, for enjoyment of  wildlife, (eagles, loons, turtles, fish and beavers) and the natural wooded
area surrounding the lake.   My concerns are noise and  light pollution from a large building and parking
area, increased and dangerous traffic on  already busy Highway 194 and US 2, and run off from the solid
surface parking area to  pollute the ground water and Beaver Lake, causing irreparable damage.  
 
We do not want our lake property and Beaver Lake impacted by this non-conforming construction
project.   Deny this permit!
 
Karen A. Mattson
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Kevin Swanson Convention Center
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 3:04:40 PM

 
 

From: Samantha Eckelman <samantha.eckelman@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 9:17 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Kevin Swanson Convention Center
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

Dear St. Louis County Planning Commission,
 
Please do NOT go forward with approving the Kevin Swanson Convention Center permit. This will
threaten Beaver Lake and it's wetlands.  I appreciate your consideration for protecting the wetlands
and the plants and animals that inhabit this area. 
 
Kindly,
Samantha
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Event Center at Beaver Lake
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 3:06:04 PM

 
 

From: Mike Wendling <mjwendling01@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 9:39 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Event Center at Beaver Lake
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

I don't believe a permit should be issued for a commercial business in a rural lake area with wetlands
involved. There are many areas to build that don't impact beautiful natural areas with polluting
runoffs from parking lots into wetlands that support many species of wildlife. It also changes the
quiet and peaceful lifestyles of the people that live in this area.
 
Sincerely,
Michael Wendling 
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From: knts823@aol.com <knts823@aol.com>  
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 9:42 AM 
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov> 
Cc: knts823@aol.com 
Subject: Conditional Use Permit Application for Kevin Swanson, to build a convention center on Parcel 
530-0010-00900 on massive wetlands that drain into Beaver Lake 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

To: St. Louis Planning Commissioners Members

First off, according to the St. Louis County Tax department on parcel # 530-0010-00900, this is not owned 
by Kevin Swanson. It is owned by Gerald Huberty and Wade Boyat. Mr. Huberty and Mr. Boyat 
purchased (3) parcels from Lois Rowe on Feb 2013 for $86,000. This purchase includes parcel 530-
0010-0090 with 19.15 acres, which Mr. Swanson claims to own, also parcel 530-0010-00910 for 16.14 
acres and finally parcel 530-0010-01166 with 25.22 acres which totals to 60.51 acres. Melanie at the St. 
Louis Cty Tax Dept states that this website is updated daily. This report is dated 6-6-2021. My 
speculation is that this entire sale is CONTINGENT ON MR. SWENSON obtaining a conditional use 
permit from St. Louis County; which would then initiate his investors to release the money for all 3 
parcels. The Conditonal Use Permit application requires a response from Mr. Kevin Swanson on the 
very first line stating, I am a : and he types in Landowner. The last paragraph of this permit application 
pledges that said applicant is owner- and I quote",INTENTIONAL OR UNINTENTIONAL FALSIFICATION 
OF THIS APPLICATION OR ANY ATTACHMENTS THERE TO WILL MAKE THIS APPLICATION, ANY 
APPROVAL OF THE APPLICATION AND ANY RESULT INVALID.

Lets take a look at this massive undertaking as outlined by Mr. Swanson. I called Sinnot Blacktop on 
Friday 6-4-2021 to get a Ballpark figure on a 150'x150' parking lot and the estimator on the phone gasped 
and asked "HOW LARGE OF A PARKING LOT ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT, SO I REPEATED THE 
DIMENSIONS AGAIN. She then advised that the blacktop alone would run around $225,000 and the 
large earth movers and excavators would add another $125,000 totally at least $350,000. She stated this 
size parking lot would require massive excavations of the top soil, digging down and putting in class 5 and 
packing that many times over, then cover with blacktop for heavy use as this size of parking lot would 
indicate. Due to the fact that Beaver Lake is a NE lake and is spring fed with no outlets ; will mean all the 
diesel bus pollution, snowmobile exhaust, boat and car gas residuals from the 100 car parking lot will 
RUN OFF into the lake via the massive sloping wetlands and swamp that CONNECT THIS PARCEL TO 
THE LAKE. Such massive run off will create a cesspool of contamination. This will then seep into the 
surrounding ground water table which supplies our wells with drinking water. The approx 20,000 sq ft 
convention center costs will be approx 3 million or more and then you have large security lamps 
overlooking the lake, and a massive sewer and well system ; which could very easily bring the total cost 
to 5 million or more. With that kind of massive investment, the investors are going to be anxious to 
recoup they're original investment by booking the conventions center 24/7. We all know empty 
entertainment conventions centers doesn't generate income and pay the bills. The noise level, industrial 
lighting, along with the snowmobile traffic in the winter will devastate this small lake killing off vegetation 
and nesting areas for our loons, Trumpet Swans, fish, turtles and etc. This very delicate ecosystem will be 
decimated. Snowmobiles will be racing thru our back yards to get to the lake, and then to the convention 
center; for a last minute shot before the bar closes; running over landscaping shrubs, backyard inground 
pools, and young shade trees that were planted only months before in the summer. There will be no 
respect for our private yards. Our peace and quiet will be gone; subject to the roar of a late night 
snowmobile party groups. This small lake cannot take that kind of traffic. Currently if we have more than 
3 pontoons out at the same time, we have to carefully navigate the lake moving slowly so as not to disturb 
the Loons. The Loons are happy here because of the extreme quiet they need to nest.
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In addition to that, we have the White Pine River which is a tributary of the Saint Louis River.The 
potential of this pollution traveling thru the swamps and carried thru-out Solway and Grand Lake 
Townships is extremely likely. The White Pine River is located 1/2 mile south east of Beaver Lake and 
snakes all along the full length of Beaver Lake. All run off pollution from this 22,500 sq ft parking lot will 
enter the wetlands and flow DIRECTLY INTO BEAVER LAKE as they are connected. White Pine River is 
located only 1/2 mile from the south and the east all along Beaver Lake. Run off pollution from the 
22,500 sq. ft parking lot, and the 20,000 sq ft convention center will flow directly into the massive 
wetlands surrounding and connecting Beaver Lake which is a subsidiary of Saint Louis River. Wetlands 
and swamps act like a sieve for water and are connected with literally miles of swamp that leads directly 
to the White Pine River. The White Pine River enters into the North end of Solway Township from 
Breavitor Township, snaking it's way southward for 15 miles thru the center of Solways Township 
reaching the south end of Solway Township. From there it enters into Grand Lake Township traveling 2 
miles where it dumps into Mud Lake, and then finally travelling another 2 miles where it empties into PIKE 
LAKE. Mr. Swanson has included buses, snowmobiles, cars, trucks as examples of vehicles he will have 
in his parking lot. Many tour buses run on diesel. Therefore, the mixture of of this run off could potentially 
be detrimental NOT ONLY to Beaver Lake and it's residents; BUT TO THE ALL THOSE RESIDENTS 
WHO LIVE ALONG THE WHITE PINE RIVER, MUD LAKE, AND PIKE LAKE. The water table could 
easily be contaminated leading along this 19 mile route which would render Solway and Grand Lake 
Township residents with wells poisoned and the final dumping ending up in PIKE LAKE!!!!. We are 
asking the commissioners planning board to deny this conditional use permit application that Mr. 
Swanson has requested. Attached are documents from the St. Louis County Property Details Report, 
and the White Pine River Map detailing the route thru Brevitor Township, Solway Township, and Grand 
Lake Township and the close proximity to our Beaver Lake.

P.S. AS PER additional comments that is found on page 2 of the inspection conducted by the planning 
commission staff, that Mr. Swanson intended on purchasing the 2 additional adjacent parcels that will not 
be utilized for the event center acitivies but may act as a buffer to mitigate potential noise during 
events. WE have lived on this lake since JUNE OF 1987, AND THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS 
BUFFERING NOISE BY USING ADDITIONAL ACREAGE . HIS COMPLEX WILL BE LOCATED 1/4 OF 
A MILE FROM US, AND BY EXAMPLE, WHEN THE SAGINAW BAR WHICH IS LOCATED 1/2 A MILE 
FROM OUR HOME, HAS AN OUTDOOR BAND; WE CAN HEAR IT VERY CLEARLY IN OUR 
BACKYARD AS IF WE WERE ON THE BAR PREMISE. THERE IS A SOLD 1/2 MILE OF 
TREES ALONG HIGHWAY # 2, WHICH DOES NOT BUFFER ANY OF THAT OUTDOOR 
NOISE. When our neighbors across the lake have a bonfire, and just sit around it to talk, we can hear 
they're conversations across the length of the lake. SOUND IS AMPLIFIED BY THE LAKE AND 
ECHOES EVERYWHERE. THE NOISE FROM THIS LARGE COMPLEX OPERATING 7 DAYS A 
WEEK FROM 9AM-11 PM will be so devastating not only to the residents; but to our wildlife animals that 
make this lake sanctuary they're home. Again, there is no such thing as buffering noise by using 
distance, when not even a half a mile of trees and woods can accomplish this!!
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Correction to my original e-mail regarding Conditional use permit for Kevin Swanson to build a convention

center on Parcel 530-0010-00900
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 1:26:55 PM

Please include in pdf of first email from knts823@aol.com Thanks.
 

From: knts823@aol.com <knts823@aol.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 12:04 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Correction to my original e-mail regarding Conditional use permit for Kevin Swanson to
build a convention center on Parcel 530-0010-00900
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

Dear Sirs, on the 3rd paragraph, line 6 I mistakenly called Beaver Lake a  subsidiary of Saint Louis River.
Beaver Lake is an entity unto itself which is spring-fed. with no outlets.
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Event Center Permit
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 3:06:33 PM

 
 

From: Pam Spencer <spunklesmom@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 9:43 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Event Center Permit
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

I am opposed to granting a permit to build an event center which could endanger Beaver lake
and its wetlands.  I am sure there are other places to build this which would be less harmful to
the environment.  Pam Wendling
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Kevin Swanson Convention Center permit
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 3:07:00 PM

 
 

From: Jean Walsh <jmbwalsh@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 9:56 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Kevin Swanson Convention Center permit
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

I am opposed to a permit being issued for a convention center in a place that threatens the
wetlands. Please do not allow this to move forward. 
 
Thanks. 
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From: Jennifer Bourbonais
To: Michelle Claviter-Tveit; Angela Lepak
Cc: George Knutson
Subject: FW: Proposed Convention center on Beaver Lake
Date: Monday, June 7, 2021 3:07:51 PM

 
 

From: Jack Henke <jackhhenke@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021 10:46 PM
To: Jennifer Bourbonais <BourbonaisJ@StLouisCountyMN.gov>
Subject: Proposed Convention center on Beaver Lake
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

As a close resident to this proposed site I have numerous concerns,
1. Increased traffic on Hwy 2-as we live just down the road from Bever Lake this is an area where
Hwy 194 curves and then straightens out heading east towards Hermantown.  My driveway along
with my next door neighbors driveway over the years made it very dangerous as it is now just pulling
out on the Hwy. This project will only increase traffic substantially.
2. Beaver Lake area is home to an abundance of wildlife, Deer, Bears, Ducks,Loons, Hawks, Eagles
along with any fish or turtles residing in the lake. You know this will have an impact on them.
3. Noise and Light pollution obviously this type of enterprise will create noise and light pollution just
from the facility not including any traffic to or exiting the facility. We have resided here for over 30
years and cherish what quiet we still have along with the beautiful night skies.
4 How will this affect property values? All of the above reasons add value to our properties-lose that
and what will happen.
5 What impact will this have on the cabins and homes already existing on Beaver Lake.? These
neighbors have been there for a long time.
6. What will the runoff from a parking lot that large due to the water of Beaver Lake but also what
about the water of the surrounding areas. There happens to large areas of wetlands in close
proximity to this proposed site.
7. The Hwy 2 Hwy 194 intersection is quite dangerous enough with the current traffic levels. Once
again this venue will only increase traffic substantially.
8. Will alcoholic beverages be served at this site? My guess is yes and if not people will bring their
own and drink in the parking lot. Just what we need more drunk drivers or drivers partially impaired
on our road. Not to mention the litter that will happen, it is inevitable.
 
These are the concerns I have without really putting much effort into this. My op[inion is absolutely
no.
Jack H Henke
6735 Hwy 194
Saginaw Minn.
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