MEETING REPORT
Meeting:



St. Louis County Public Health and Human Services Advisory Committee

Date:



September 16, 2020
Time:



10:00 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Place:



Webex 
Members Present:
Amber Madoll, Dawn Lamping, Kathy Heltzer, Mary Zupancich, Tony Kuznik, Pat Ives, John Soghigian, Nate Sandman,

Sarah Priest, Cathy Chavers. Jerry Burnes, Tina Welch
Staff present:

Linnea Mirsch, Amy Westbrook, Dusty Letica, Chris Heazlett
County Commissioners:  

Members Absent:
Janet Kennedy (excused), Cindy Lustig (excused)
Guests Present: 

	Topic
	Discussion
	Follow Through

	Welcome 
	Motion to approve the minutes by Pat, second by Nate, no discussion, motion carried  
	

	Public Assistance Updates
	Presentation by Dusty Letica, Financial Assistance Division Director

See PowerPoint attachment 

Overview of programs that are available to individuals that are experiencing difficulties.  EA and EGA do not require that it is COVID related – state funded. CHAP – federal CARES money that is available state wide.  CARES funding is specific to SLC.  CARES applications are picking up, approximately 30 apps so far, CARES is paid to the vendor not the individual.  CHAP, not sure of the volume because other partners are involved.  CHAP and CARES do not have specific dollar amount caps.  Application was made as simple as possible with still meeting the Treasury guidelines.
	Dusty will compile a flyer of these programs for the public


	CARES Overview
	Update by Linnea Mirsch; overview of the Community Assistance Program and the Phase I and Phase II Small Business Program (Phase II is open now for businesses and non-profits with 100 or less employees and awards of up to $50,000)

www.stlouiscountymn.gov/cares 
	

	Local Advisory Committee for Mental Health
	Presentation by Chris Heazlett, Adult Mental Health Supervisor

See PDF attachment

Exciting renewal of the Local Advisory Committee for Mental Health and St. Louis County and a committmen to listen to the needs and opportunities they share. This is to be a consumer driven council.  Inclusivity and diversity.  108 applications north and south.  Hard to narrow down 14 north and 16 south.  Awaiting County Board approval at the end of September.  First meeting will be October 15 (virtual).  There will be nine meetings a year, 1½ hour meetings.
	

	COVID Update
	Update by Amy Westbrook

See PowerPoint attachment
Continues to consume a lot of human resources, financial resources.  Total positive cases 85,351.  State is contracting with a lab to do saliva testing which will add 30,000 tests to our capacity.  238 hospitalized as of today, 131 in ICU as of today, deaths 1,927.  Averaging 5% positive case rate across the State.  For SLC, most burden of disease is in the 20-24 years age group.  Community contact (no known contact) most common exposure.  Held a testing event in Chisholm at the end of July (over 1,700 tested), .2% positivity rate.  Also held testing events in Nett Lake and Vermillion due to increase in cases (179 tests, 1 positive).  School Safe Learning Plan for 2020-21, data driven approach specific to each community.  Go to the dashboard for more detailed info:  
https://gis.stlouiscountymn.gov/portal/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=a845cd8507e54ed1a2c1e66413d6e7cb 
	

	Committee Updates
	John Soghigian -
Circles of Parents support groups have really taken off.  Have 4 going right now including an evening session.  Have been training facilitators including Cindy Lustig.

Kathy Heltzer -
Ruby’s Pantry food distribution at the Copper Top continues outside drive through
Victory Chorus is doing a zoom every other week, window serenades going to facilities and singing to people from the outside.
Sara Priest –
Currently, Census data collection ends on Sept 30th. 14 days remaining.  Get it done if you haven't already!

Self Response Data ( as of 9/14)

(people answering on their own) 

US- 65.9%

MN - 74.5%

St. Louis Co - 66.8%

Total Response  (Self Response  + Non Response Follow Up - NRFU)

MN - 74.5% + 21.6% = 96.1% Complete

NRFU by Area Census Office

Duluth - 84.8% complete with NRFU workload 

Special Enumerations:

Sept 22 - Sept 24th 

1) Serviced Based - soup kitchens, shelters, regularly scheduled food vans

Sept 23- Sept 24

2) the count of persons experiencing homelessness outdoors 
Amber Madoll - 
Lots of parents having mental health issues – community resources needed.
	 

	
	
	Next meeting date:

11/18/20
10 am – 12 pm
likely with continued phone and Webex options
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