
 

 

 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY DRAINAGE AUTHORITY 

 

AGENDA 

 

November 14, 2023, 1:00 P.M. 

 

 

 

1. Call to order/roll call 

 

2. Minutes for October 24, 2023 

 

3. Drainage Authority Letter No. 23-04 Hearing on Engineer’s Repair Report – County Ditch 

#4 

 

4. Other business 

 

5. Adjourn 



ST. LOUIS COUNTY DRAINAGE AUTHORITY PROCEEDINGS 

 

Tuesday, October 24, 2023 

 

The St. Louis County Drainage Authority meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m., in the Rice Lake 

City Hall, Rice Lake, Minnesota, with the following members present: Commissioners Annie 

Harala, Patrick Boyle, Ashley Grimm, Paul McDonald, Keith Musolf, and Chair Keith Nelson - 6. 

Absent: Commissioner Mike Jugovich - 1. 

 

Commissioner McDonald, supported by Commissioner Harala, moved to approve the minutes of the 

February 7, 2023, St. Louis County Drainage Authority meeting. The motion passed; six yeas, zero 

nays, one absent (Jugovich). 

 

Commissioner McDonald, supported by Commissioner Musolf, moved that the St. Louis County 

Board of Commissioners, acting in the capacity of the County Drainage Authority, hereby 

establishes a hearing regarding the Engineer’s Repair Report for St. Louis County Ditch #4 to occur 

November 14, 2023, at 1:00 p.m. in the County Board Room at the St. Louis County Courthouse, 

Duluth, Minnesota. The motion passed; six yeas, zero nays, one absent (Jugovich). 

 

COUNTY DRAINAGE AUTHORITY RESOLUTION NO. 23–04 

 

BY COMMISSIONER McDONALD: 

 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Minn. Stat. §103E, the St. Louis County Board is required to 

convene as the County Drainage Authority to discuss and approve pending matters related to county 

ditches; and  

WHEREAS, The County Drainage Authority received a petition for the repair of County 

Ditch #4; and  

WHEREAS, The County Drainage Authority subsequently ordered County Ditch #4 be 

examined and a repair report produced by Houston Engineering; and  

WHEREAS, The County Drainage Authority is in receipt of the Engineer’s Repair Report; 

and  

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §103E requires that the County Drainage Authority hold a hearing 

on the Engineer’s Repair Report.  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners, 

acting in the capacity of the County Drainage Authority, hereby establishes a hearing regarding the 

Engineer’s Repair Report for St. Louis County Ditch #4 to occur November 14, 2023, at 1:00 p.m. in 

the County Board Room at the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota.  

Unanimously adopted October 24, 2023. 

 

At 9:51 a.m., October 24, 2023, Chair Nelson adjourned the meeting.  

 

 

____________________________________________________ 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Drainage Authority  

 

____________________________________________________ 

Phil Chapman, Deputy Auditor/Clerk of the County Board 



From:  James T. Foldesi, Public Works Director/  Date: November 14, 2023 
  Highway Engineer     Attachments: ☐ yes  ☒ no 
Reviewed by: Kevin Z. Gray, County Administrator  Consent: ☐ yes  ☒ no 
 
ITEM: Hearing on Engineer’s Repair Report – County Ditch #4 
 
Background/Overview: 
On January 7, 2020, attorney John Kolb, on behalf of Petitioners Tom Horvath and Ed Nelson, 
submitted a Petition to Repair St. Louis County Ditch #4, pursuant to Minn. Stat. §103E.715.  
 
St. Louis County Ditch #4 was constructed more than 100 years ago and likely needs repair.  
However, prior to any determinations and recommendations for repair it was determined by the 
Drainage Authority in June 2021, that current drainage records were inadequate as they have 
been lost, destroyed, or are otherwise incomplete and required reestablishment. That process was 
completed August 4, 2022, along with partial abandonment of a significant portion of the system 
no longer providing a benefit. Concurrently, County Ditch #4 was evaluated by Houston 
Engineering for repair options as required by statute.  
 
Likewise, the Drainage Authority found the 1916-1917 benefits and damages of record for 
County Ditch #4 do not reflect reasonable present-day land values and ordered benefits and 
damages be redetermined pursuant to Minn. Stat. §103E.351. That process was completed 
February 7, 2023.   
 
During the summer of 2023, Houston Engineering submitted an Engineer’s Repair Report 
outlining multiple repair options for County Ditch #4. On September 13, 2023, an informational 
meeting was held to present affected landowners with repair options and receive input from 
them. In attendance were representatives from the St. Louis County Board, Public Works, 
Attorney’s Office, and Houston Engineering. Approximately 20 property owners were in 
attendance.   
 
This matter is now before the Drainage Authority for a Hearing on the Engineer’s Repair Report 
upon proper notice as contained within Board File No. 61750. The purpose of this hearing is to 
receive testimony and evidence from Houston Engineering, St. Louis County Public Works, and 
all other parties potentially affected by repair of County Ditch #4.   
 
At the conclusion of the hearing, the Drainage Authority must make findings and order the repair 
be made if: 
 

(1) the Drainage Authority determines from the Engineer’s Repair Report and the 
evidence presented that the repairs recommended are necessary for the best interests of 
the affected property owners; or 

 

St. Louis County Drainage Authority 
Request for Action 23 - 04 

Public Hearing  



(2) the repair petition is signed by the owners of at least 26 percent of the property area 
affected by and assessed for the original construction of the drainage system, and the 
drainage authority determines that the drainage system is in need of repair so that it no 
longer serves its original purpose, and the cost of the repair will not exceed the total 
benefits determined through the redetermination of benefits proceeding. 

 
The total benefits of the system are: $576,469.20. 
 
The estimated cost for all repair options outlined in the Engineer’s Repair Report exceeds the 
total benefits for the system, so the only mechanism by which the Drainage Authority can order 
repair is upon finding the repairs recommended are necessary for the best interests of the affected 
property owners.   
 
Policy Objectives: 
Comply with the requirements of Minn. Stat. §103E. 
 
Fiscal/Budget Impacts/Funding Source/FTE Considerations: 
All costs associated with ditch repair are borne by benefitted properties, including roads.  St. 
Louis County, as road authority, will bear a significant portion of all costs associated with any 
expenditures on St. Louis County Ditch #4. 
 
Recommendation: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Drainage Authority hold a hearing on the 
Engineer’s Report and receive testimony and evidence regarding the petitioned repair of County 
Ditch #4 to determine what, if any, repairs will be ordered.   

  



Hearing on Engineer’s Repair Report – St. Louis County Ditch #4 
 

 
BY COMMISSIONER    
 
 
 WHEREAS, Pursuant to Minn. Stat. §103E, the St. Louis County Board is required to 
convene as the County Drainage Authority to discuss and approve pending matters related to 
county ditches; and 
 

WHEREAS, The County Drainage Authority received a petition for the repair of County 
Ditch #4; and 

 
WHEREAS, The County Drainage Authority subsequently ordered County Ditch #4 be 

examined and an Engineer’s Repair Report be produced by Houston Engineering; and  
 
WHEREAS, The County Drainage Authority is in receipt of the Engineer’s Repair 

Report; and   
 
WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §103E.715 requires that the County Drainage Authority hold a 

hearing on the Engineer’s Repair Report and proper notice has been given pursuant to §103E.715 
as evidenced within Board File No. 61750; and   

 
WHEREAS, On November 14, 2023, a Hearing on the Engineer’s Repair Report was 

held, with testimony and evidence being received from Houston Engineering, St. Louis County 
Public Works, and all others wishing to speak regarding the repair options for County Ditch #4.  

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners, 

acting in the capacity of the County Drainage Authority, finds repair of County Ditch #4 as set 
forth in Alternative ___ in the Engineer’s Repair Report (contained in Board File No. 61750) to 
be necessary for the best interests of the affected property owners. 

 
RESOLVED FURTHER, That staff is directed to prepare and submit findings and an 

order adopting Engineer’s Repair Report – Alternative ___ for County Ditch #4. 
 
RESOLVED FURTHER, That the St. Louis County Auditor and Chair of the Drainage 

Authority shall proceed and prepare and award a contract for the repair of County Ditch #4 as set 
forth in the Engineer’s Report as Alternative ___, pursuant to Minn. Stat. §103E.501-555.  

  
RESOLVED FURTHER, That all costs associated with repair of County Ditch #4 shall 

later be assessed against those lands benefitted as set forth in Minn. Stat. §103E.   
 
 

 

 



Hearing on Engineer’s Repair Report – St. Louis County Ditch #4 

 

BY COMMISSIONER __________________________________________________________ 
  

 WHEREAS, Pursuant to Minn. Stat. §103E, the St. Louis County Board is required to 
convene as the County Drainage Authority to discuss and approve pending matters related to 
county ditches; and  
  

WHEREAS, The County Drainage Authority received a petition for the repair of County 
Ditch #4; and 

 
WHEREAS, The County Drainage Authority subsequently ordered County Ditch #4 be 

examined and an Engineer’s Repair Report be produced by Houston Engineering; and  
 
WHEREAS, The County Drainage Authority is in receipt of the Engineer’s Repair 

Report; and   
 
WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §103E.715 requires that the County Drainage Authority hold a 

hearing on the Engineer’s Repair Report and proper notice has been given pursuant to §103E.715 
as evidenced within Board File No. 61750; and 

 
WHEREAS, On November 14, 2023, a Hearing on the Engineer’s Repair Report was 

held, with testimony and evidence being received from Houston Engineering, St. Louis County 
Public Works, and all others wishing to speak regarding the repair options for County Ditch #4. 

  
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners, 

acting in the capacity of the County Drainage Authority, finds repair of County Ditch #4 is not 
necessary for the best interests of the affected property owners.  

 
RESOLVED FURTHER, That staff is directed to prepare and submit findings and an 

order consistent with this Resolution dismissing the Petition to Repair.  
 
RESOLVED FURTHER, That all costs associated with the Petition to Repair of County 

Ditch #4 shall later be assessed against those lands benefitted as set forth in Minn. Stat. §103E.   
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STATE OF MINNESOTA 

Before the 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, 

SITTING AS THE DRAINAGE AUTHORITY FOR  

ST. LOUIS COUNTY DITCH #4 

 

 

 

In the Matter of: 

 

the Petitioned Repair of St. Louis 

County Ditch 4 

 

FINDINGS AND ORDER FOR NO 

REPAIR ON ST. LOUIS COUNTY DITCH 

4 

 

The St. Louis County Board of Commissioners, sitting as the drainage authority for St. 

Louis County Ditch #4 pursuant to Minn. Stat. §103E.715, having previously found St. 

Louis County Ditch #4 to be in need of repair; having appointed Houston Engineering to 

evaluate and report repair options for Ditch #4; having received the Engineer’s Repair 

Report; having followed proper notice requirements in Minn. Stat. §103E.715; and having 

held a public hearing and followed all requirements of chapter 103E, based on the record 

and proceedings, Commissioner __________________ moved, seconded by 

Commissioner __________________ to adopt the following Findings and Order: 

 

Findings: 

 

1. The St. Louis County Board of Commissioners is the Drainage Authority for St. Louis 
County Ditch #4 

 
2. On June 22, 2021, in response to a Petition to Repair St. Louis County Ditch #4, the 

Drainage Authority adopted findings and ordered Reestablishment of Records occur, 
with concurrent review of the system for partial abandonment and repair options.   

 
3. On August 2, 2022, the Drainage Authority adopted reestablished records for County 

Ditch #4 and abandoned portions of the system.   
 

4. In the summer of 2023, Houston Engineering submitted an Engineer’s Repair Report 
outlining multiple options for the repair of the remaining portions of County Ditch #4, 
ranging from doing nothing to full restoration to “as constructed or subsequently 
improved condition”, a full copy of which resides within Drainage Authority File No. 
61750.   
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5. Proper notice was given pursuant to Minn. Stat. §103E.715 for a hearing on the 
Engineer’s Report, with a hearing date set within 30 days of the order establishing the 
hearing as required. A record of the notices is on file with the Drainage Authority. 

 
6. Evidence of all actions in this matter, including findings and orders, appointments, 

oaths, affidavits of mailing, publication, and posting as well as hearing agendas, 
presentation materials, and recordings are present in the record of proceedings and 
are incorporated by reference. 

 
7. The Drainage Authority held a public hearing on the Engineer’s Repair Report on 

November 14, 2023, at the St. Louis County Courthouse in Duluth, Minnesota.  
 

8. At the public hearing, Chris Otterness from Houston Engineering, presented the 
Engineer’s Repair Report and explained the various repair options and estimated 
costs, with his recommendation for adoption of Alternative 3. 

 
9. At the public hearing, St. Louis County Public Works representatives provided input 

as to their review of the Engineer’s Repair Report, presentation of that report and the 
repair options to affected property owners at an informational meeting conducted  
September 13, 2023, compilation of landowner input, landowner survey results, and 
the recommended repair alternative from an engineering perspective. 

 
10. At the public hearing, the Drainage Authority heard from ____, ____, ____, who are 

affected landowners, regarding the repair options.   
 

11. The total benefits for St. Louis County Ditch #4, as established via the redetermination 
of benefits process, are $576,469.20.  The estimated cost for all repair options outlined 
in the Engineer’s Repair Report exceeds the total benefits for the system. 

 
12. Input received from affected landowners was overwhelmingly in opposition to any 

repair being conducted due to the financial impact the costs and corresponding 
assessments would have on them.   

 
13. Based on the Engineer’s Repair Report, testimony, evidence, and input from affected 

parties, the Drainage Authority hereby determines the repairs recommended are not 
necessary for the best interests of the property owners affected by St. Louis County 
Ditch #4. 
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Order: 

Based on the foregoing Findings and the entire record of proceedings, the Board, acting 

as the Drainage Authority for St. Louis County Ditch #4, hereby orders as follows: 

 

A. No repair of St. Louis County Ditch #4 will occur as a result of the Petition to Repair 
St. Louis County Ditch #4 filed by certain affected landowners. 
 

B. The Petition to Repair St. Louis County Ditch #4 is hereby dismissed and the 
matter closed.  

 
C. All costs incurred as a result of the Petition to Repair St. Louis County Ditch #4 

shall be assessed against those lands benefitted as set forth in Minnesota Statutes 
Chapter 103E.   

 
 
 
 
After discussion, the Board Chair called the question. The question was on the adoption 

of the foregoing findings and order, and there were _____ yeas, (insert comm’r last 

names) _____ nays (insert comm’r last name), _____ absent (insert comm’r last names), 

and _____ abstentions(insert comm’r last names).   

 

Upon vote, the Chair declared the motion passed and the Findings and Order adopted. 

 

 

_______________________________         Dated: __________________ 

Keith Nelson, Chairperson  
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*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

I, Phil Chapman, Clerk of the St. Louis County Board, do hereby certify that I have 

compared the above motion; findings and order with the original thereof as the same 

appears of record and on file with the St. Louis County Drainage Authority and find the 

same to be a true and correct transcript thereof. The above order was filed with me, Phil 

Chapman, Clerk of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners, on _______________ 

 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand this  

____ day of ___________, _____. 

 

             

    ______________________________  

           Phil Chapman  
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STATE OF MINNESOTA 

Before the 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, 

SITTING AS THE DRAINAGE AUTHORITY FOR  

ST. LOUIS COUNTY DITCH #4 

 

 

 

In the Matter of: 

 

the Petitioned Repair of St. Louis 

County Ditch 4 

 

FINDINGS AND ORDER APPROVING 

REPAIR ALTERNATIVE ___ FOR ST. 

LOUIS COUNTY DITCH 4 

 

The St. Louis County Board of Commissioners, sitting as the drainage authority for St. 

Louis County Ditch #4 pursuant to Minn. Stat. §103E.715, having previously found St. 

Louis County Ditch #4 to be in need of repair; having appointed Houston Engineering to 

evaluate and report repair options for Ditch #4; having received the Engineer’s Repair 

Report; having followed proper notice requirements in Minn. Stat. §103E.715; and having 

held a public hearing and followed all requirements of chapter 103E, based on the record 

and proceedings, Commissioner __________________ moved, seconded by 

Commissioner __________________ to adopt the following Findings and Order: 

 

Findings: 

 

1. The St. Louis County Board of Commissioners is the Drainage Authority for St. Louis 
County Ditch #4 

 
2. On June 22, 2021, in response to a Petition to Repair St. Louis County Ditch #4, the 

Drainage Authority adopted findings and ordered Reestablishment of Records occur, 
with concurrent review of the system for partial abandonment and repair options.   

 
3. On August 2, 2022, the Drainage Authority adopted reestablished records for County 

Ditch #4 and abandoned portions of the system.   
 

4. In the summer of 2023, Houston Engineering submitted an Engineer’s Repair Report 
outlining multiple options for the repair of the remaining portions of County Ditch #4, 
ranging from doing nothing to full restoration to “as constructed or subsequently 
improved condition”, a full copy of which resides within Drainage Authority File No. 
61750.   
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5. Proper notice was given pursuant to Minn. Stat. §103E.715 for a hearing on the 
Engineer’s Report, with a hearing date set within 30 days of the order establishing the 
hearing as required. A record of the notices is on file with the Drainage Authority. 

 
6. Evidence of all actions in this matter, including findings and orders, appointments, 

oaths, affidavits of mailing, publication, and posting as well as hearing agendas, 
presentation materials, and recordings are present in the record of proceedings and 
are incorporated by reference. 

 
7. The Drainage Authority held a public hearing on the Engineer’s Repair Report on 

November 14, 2023, at the St. Louis County Courthouse in Duluth, Minnesota.  
 

8. At the public hearing, Chris Otterness from Houston Engineering, presented the 
Engineer’s Repair Report and explained the various repair options and estimated 
costs, with his recommendation for adoption of Alternative 3. 

 
9. At the public hearing, St. Louis County Public Works representatives provided input 

as to their review of the Engineer’s Repair Report, presentation of that report and the 
repair options to affected property owners at an information meeting conducted in 
September 13, 2023, compilation of landowner input, landowner survey results, and 
the recommended repair alternative from an engineering perspective. 

 
10. At the public hearing, the Drainage Authority heard from ____, ____, ____, who are 

affected landowners, regarding the repair options. 
 

11. Based on the Engineer’s Repair Report, testimony, evidence, and input from affected 
parties, the Drainage Authority hereby determines the repairs recommended in 
Alternative __ in the Engineer’s Repair Report contained in Drainage Authority File 
No. 61750 are necessary for the best interests of the affected property owners.   

 

 
Order: 

Based on the foregoing Findings and the entire record of proceedings, the Board, acting 

as the Drainage Authority for St. Louis County Ditch #4, hereby orders as follows: 

 

A. The St. Louis County Auditor and Chair of the St. Louis County Drainage Authority 
shall work with appropriate representatives from St. Louis County Public Works 
and other necessary staff to solicit, prepare, and award a contract for the repair of 
St. Louis County Ditch #4 as set forth as Alternative __ in the Engineer’s Repair 
Report, contained in Drainage Authority File No. 61750.   

 
B. All costs associated with repair of County Ditch #4 shall later be assessed against 

those lands benefitted as set forth in Minnesota Statutes Chapter 103E. 
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After discussion, the Board Chair called the question. The question was on the adoption 

of the foregoing findings and order, and there were _____ yeas, (insert comm’r last 

names) _____ nays (insert comm’r last name), _____ absent (insert comm’r last names), 

and _____ abstentions(insert comm’r last names).   

 

Upon vote, the Chair declared the motion passed and the Findings and Order adopted. 

 

 

_______________________________         Dated: __________________ 

Keith Nelson, Chairperson  
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*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

I, Phil Chapman, Clerk of the St. Louis County Board, do hereby certify that I have 

compared the above motion; findings and order with the original thereof as the same 

appears of record and on file with the St. Louis County Drainage Authority and find the 

same to be a true and correct transcript thereof. The above order was filed with me, Phil 

Chapman, Clerk of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners, on _______________ 

 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand this  

____ day of ___________, _____. 

 

             

    ______________________________  

           Phil Chapman  

 

 

 

 
 









































St. Louis County - Ditch 4
DITCH REPAIR PROJECT SURVEY

Thank you for taking your time to complete this survey for the St. Louis County Ditch 4 Repair 
Project. Your input is very valuable. Please make sure to include your address on question 2. 

Please take time to review the informational slide show and accompanying Repair Report 
before completing the survey below. These documents can be found by scanning the QR 
code or by visiting the URL address located on the lower left corner of this survey. 

THANK YOU FOR COMPLETING THIS SURVEY!

Please select one of the following Repair Alternatives. (Please see below URL/QR code for 
supporting documentation)

Alternative 1: Entire System Full Repair to ACSIC (Post-Abandonment Assessment Cost 
Including Repair: $2,023,400) 

Alternative 2: Petitioned Area Full Repair to ACSIC (Post Abandonment Assessment 
Cost Including Repair: $1,302,000)

Alternative 3: Entire System Selective Repair to Achieve Positive Flow (Post 
Abandonment Assessment Cost Including Repair: $1,206,600)

Alternative 3B: Petitioned Area Selective Repair to Achieve Positive Flow (Post 
Abandonment Assessment Including Repair: $1,071,500)

1

Alternative 4: Petitioner Identified Priorities Reduced Scope Repair to Achieve Positive 
Flow (Post Abandonment Assessment Including Repair: $617,700)

Alternative 5: Do Nothing

Please scan the QR code/visit the URL 
below to see supporting documentation 

about the Repair Alternatives. 

Please return completed survey by mailing 
it in the enclosed prepaid envelope or drop 
off at our Pike Lake Office by October 27th:

Mon-Fri 8am - 4:30pm
4787 Midway Road
Duluth, MN 55811

Questions? Contact Matt Beyer:
218-625-3859
beyerm@stlouiscountymn.gov

URL: bit.ly/3PTeEJq

SCAN ME

2 Please write your address below:
Address:_____________________________________________________________________

City: ______________________  State: ________  Zip: ________________________________

mailto:beyerm@stlouiscountymn.gov
https://county-ditch-4-slcgis.hub.arcgis.com/pages/survey


Repair Report Survey Results 

 

107 total surveys were sent out to the benefited landowners of County Ditch #4 

34 total responses were received. 

Below are the results of the 6 Alternatives that were present on the survey.  

Alternative 1: Entire System Full Repair to ACSIC (Post-Abandonment Assessment Cost Including Repair: 

$2,023,400). Total in favor = 0 

Alternative 2: Petitioned Area Full Repair to ACSIC (Post Abandonment Assessment Cost Including 

Repair: $1,302,000). Total in favor = 1 

Alternative 3: Entire System Selective Repair to Achieve Positive Flow (Post Abandonment Assessment 

Cost Including Repair: $1,206,600). Total in favor = 0 

Alternative 3B: Petitioned Area Selective Repair to Achieve Positive Flow (Post Abandonment 

Assessment Including Repair: $1,071,500). Total in favor = 0 

Alternative 4: Petitioner Identified Priorities Reduced Scope Repair to Achieve Positive Flow (Post 

Abandonment Assessment Including Repair: $617,700). Total in favor = 3 

Alternative 5: Do Nothing. Total in favor = 30 





From: Tim Tollgaard
To: Matthew Beyer
Subject: Ditch 4
Date: Wednesday, September 13, 2023 9:38:28 PM

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

Hi Matt,

I’m retired and on a fixed income. I am on the south end of system. I bought part of my family farm to keep it in the
family. It is farmed but not by me just to keep the brush down. The county won’t let me so homestead credit it
because I don’t farm it myself which makes no sense.

None of this is a project benefits me! I wont get repairs or on my end in Van buren so please try to figure how to
these charges can go to who  those who benefit!

I don’t believe any of the landowners can afford this..

We don’t want the assessment you are planing on charging my property for the pre-abandonment of $4,394.05!

Please think about families like mine who want to pass the land to family who with theses assessments wouldn’t be
able to keep the property.

Thank you for your help to let us keep our land in the family!

Tim Tollgaard

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:tjtollgaard@yahoo.com
mailto:BeyerM@StLouisCountyMN.gov
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Matthew Beyer

From: MaryLee Krahn <mlmk328@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2023 1:36 PM
To: Matthew Beyer
Subject: Ditch 4 repair project survey

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening aƩachments or clicking on links. 
 
Dear MaƩ, 
I am submiƫng my survey via postal mail but wanted to say I wish the survey was ranked so we could respond with our first, second, third choice. 
In our case I do not see any benefit to our property and am concerned that it may be financial burden for our family as well as other landowners. 
Sincerely, 
Mary Lee Krahn 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Date:  10/27/2023 

To:  St Louis County Ditch Authority 

Re:  Comments on Engineer’s Repair Report County Ditch #4 

From: Jim Dusek, Floodwood 

 

Our family farm is located in SE1/4 Section 23 of Van Buren Township, has 120 
tillable acres, and is currently used for forage production.  It is located over 6 miles 
south of the petition area. 

I encourage you to reject all Ditch #4 repair alternatives listed in Houston 
Engineering Repair Report and choose a do nothing option.    

Minnesota Statue 103E.715 Subd. 4 states the repairs are necessary for best interest 
of affected property owners.   It also states that cost of the repair will not exceed 
the total benefits of the drainage system. The total benefits of Ditch #4 as 
determined by H2Overviewers is $576,469.20 which is less than any of the report 
alternatives.  Therefore, all report alternatives should be eliminated and the only 
option is a do nothing option. 

Houston Engineering repair report recommends Alternative 3 for which my 
property would have no repair work but would be assessed $72,000.  This 
alternative doesn’t even repair the ditch to the As-Constructed and Subsequently 
Improved Condition (ACSIC). 

The only alternative that would result in any ditch work on my property would be 
Alternative 1 and my assessment would be $121,000.   These alternatives are not 
feasible economically and should be dismissed as not being in the best interest of 
the affected property owners.   

The report makes references to Attachments A, B, C, D but the attachments are not 
found in the report.  It is difficult to comment on items not included in the report. 

The report concludes that repairs are necessary to restore drainage function and to 
meet future stormwater management needs.   

Finally, I ask the Drainage Authority to consider dividing Ditch #4 into multiple 
drainage systems as there are now 14 outlets to the St Louis River and the drainage 
ditches are no longer connected.  Minnesota Statute 103E.801 allows the Drainage 



Page 2 of 2 
 

 

Authority to divide one system into two or more separate systems. I believe this 
would result in more fair assessment for maintenance and repair.  See below Ditch 
4 Map: 

 

 

 



1

Matthew Beyer

From: Dean Matvey <dean.matvey@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2023 3:19 PM
To: Matthew Beyer
Subject: CD #4 Repair options

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 

Hi Matthew, 
 
I am writing regarding Ditch #4 repair and repair cost options. I formally ask the Board to vote "No Action" as this repair does not make fiscal sense at this time. 
All property owners in my area will not be able to turn the cost assessed to them into value.  
 
For example, My cost on the lowest repair alternative, Option 5, puts me in at around $44,000. In the past 5 years, I'm lucky to have cleared $1,000 total. This 
will devastate the community and I'm afraid it will cause some families an unrecoverable circumstance. 
 
Best Regards, 
Dean Matvey 
Elmer Township Supervisor 
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