ARTICLE | GENERAL STANDARDS AND ADMINISTRATION

Section 1.1 Title

Zoning Ordinance for St. Louis County, Minnesota, otherwise known as Ordinance Number 62.

Section 1.2 Repealer

This ordinance hereby repeals and replaces Ordinance Number 46, the zoning ordinance for St.
Louis County.

Section 1.3 Intent and Purpose

It is the purpose of this ordinance to protect, preserve, and enhance the quality of the lakes,
rivers, forests, wetlands, natural land forms, and open spaces of St. Louis County for future
generations by establishing comprehensive land use regulations for that portion of St. Louis
County, Minnesota, outside the incorporated limits of municipalities, in accordance with the
provisions of Chapters 394, 103 A,B,F,G,H, 116D, and all acts amendatory thereof. Further, it is
the goal of this ordinance to promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the inhabitants by:
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Dividing the county into zones and regulating therein the uses of land and the placement
of all structures;

Encouraging the most appropriate use of land in the county;

Recognizing and preserving the economic and environmental values of all lands within
the county;

Regulating land use in accordance with any applicable county comprehensive plan;
Promoting orderly development of the residential, business, industrial, recreational and
public areas of St. Louis County;

Regulating the location, height, and bulk of structures;

Regulating setbacks;

Regulating sizes of lots, yards, and other open spaces;

Encouraging compatible developments of different land use and the most appropriate use
of land within the county; and

Maintaining and enhancing the quality and condition of natural resources within the
county.

All public waters within the unincorporated areas of St. Louis County, Minnesota, have been
given a public waters classification, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, chapter 103F and all acts
amendatory thereof, and uses of shorelands within these classes are hereby designated within this
ordinance, and on the official zoning map, based upon the compatibility of the designated type of
land use with the public waters classification.



ARTICLE Il GENERAL PROVISIONS
Section 2.1 Rules

For the purposes of this ordinance, words and phrases are construed according to rules of
grammar and according to their common and approved usage; but technical words and phrases
and such others as have acquired a special meaning, or are defined herein, are construed
according to such special meaning or their definition. The words “shall” or “must” are
mandatory, not permissive. The singular includes the plural; and the plural, the singular; words
of one gender include the other genders; words used in the past or present tense include the
future. General words are construed to be restricted in their meaning by preceding particular
words. All distances, unless otherwise specified, shall be measured horizontally; measures of
height are vertical. References to Minnesota Statutes and Rules incorporate the language of the
Statute or Rule as if were contained in, and pertained to, this Ordinance.

Section 2.2 Contractor Responsibility

Each contractor shall ascertain that all work done on the property of another person must have
the proper permit to do such work and complies with the applicable ordinance standards. Failure
of any such contractor to comply herewith shall be considered a violation of this ordinance and
subject to the enforcement provisions of Article VIII.

Section 2.3 Applicant Responsibility

Actions taken pursuant to permits granted under this ordinance are the sole responsibility of the
property owner or his/her agents. Property owners are presumed to know the location of their
property lines and may not rely on county staff or county geographic information system (GIS)
data to determine such locations. St. Louis County assumes no liability for any adverse effects to
the property owner, or to third parties, caused by any actions taken pursuant to permits granted
under this ordinance. Property owners and their agents are responsible for determining, locating
and complying with setbacks when developing a lot.

Section 2.4 Application and Interpretation

A. Conformance with subdivision regulations: No land use permit shall be issued to
establish a use on any lot that has been created, divided or transferred in violation of the
subdivision regulations of St. Louis County, or when the Director determines such
violation exists.

B. Conformance with floodplain regulations: No land use permit shall be issued that is not in
compliance with county floodplain regulations. Where the 100-year flood elevation has
not been determined with a detailed study, Minnesota Rule 6120.3300 shall be utilized to
approximate the flood elevation.



C. Transfers of land: No lot shall be created that does not meet the requirements of this
ordinance; transfers to adjoining parcels of nonconforming parcels are allowed provided
such a transfer does not adversely affect the conformity of the remaining lot as it relates
to zoning and sanitary standards. A transfer shall not create any new nonconformity, nor
shall it increase an existing nonconformity.

D. Permit required: No structure or part thereof shall hereafter be erected, constructed,
reconstructed, moved or structurally altered, including the addition of any foundation,
and no land shall change in use until the Director has approved and issued a land use
permit.

E. Permit not required: No land use permit shall be required for the following land use
activities in any zone district; see Article V and VI for permits not required in specific
zone districts and associated administrative standards:

1. Local public utility distribution lines.

2. Private recreational trails (except for the conditional use review in residential or

commercial district).

Forest management and agricultural activities (except as required in Article VI).

Limited remodeling of existing structures, as defined in Article 11, Section 2.7.

Accessory structures that are 150 square feet or less in floor area (other than water

oriented accessory structures) used solely for storage and privies provided that such

structures meet all required setbacks and sanitary standards.

6. Structures that are being stored on a parcel, but are not utilized for any purpose, may
be kept at that parcel without a permit provided all setback standards and lot
conformity standards are met.

7. Detached platforms. A detached platform without railings, seats, trellises or other
features may be allowed without a land use permit. A detached platform shall not be
considered a water oriented accessory structure if the standards listed below are met:
a. It shall be no larger than 120 square feet in size.

b. The highest point shall not exceed 18 inches.
c. It shall be set back from the ordinary high water level a minimum of 10 feet.
d. It shall not be located in the bluff impact zone.

8. Home occupation, as defined. (See Article VI, Section 6.20 for home business

performance standards.)
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F. Dimensional Standards

1. Any structure or use hereafter erected, altered or established, must comply with the
area and setbacks specified for the zone district in which it is located, and shall not
exceed the maximum lot coverage, as specified in this ordinance.

2. The minimum lot width, lot area, and setback requirements established herein shall be
maintained for the placement of all structures and additions unless otherwise
provided. Any structure in any zone district may have an extended roof line which
encroaches upon the minimum setbacks, provided such extension does not encroach



more than 3 feet into the required setback and does not interfere with the adjacent
property’s solar access or create a drainage problem.

3. In Residential and Shoreland areas, the maximum height allowed for structures shall
be 35 feet, or as allowed in Article 1V, Section 4.3, whichever is more restrictive.

4. Structure width facing the water shall not exceed 55 percent of the lot width for
principal structures located outside the shoreline setback.

G. Sewage Treatment: Any premises intended for human occupancy must be provided with
an approved method of sewage treatment designed in accordance with all local, state and
county requirements, or as otherwise specified in this ordinance. No land use permit shall
be issued prior to such permit or approval.

H. Construction must Commence: Construction of a building or commencement of a use
shall be substantially begun within 24 months of the date a permit is issued, or said
permit shall become void. Permit extensions may be granted, with applicable fee, by the
Director, provided that the proposal meets ordinance requirements.

Section 2.5 Environmental Review

The county Planning Commission shall review and act upon all environmental review petitions,
worksheets and impact statements that involve conditional uses, subdivision plats, or other
development proposals. It shall be the responsibility of the applicant to supply all required
information and to pay all fees.

The Planning Commission, on any development proposal, may require the applicant to provide
information regarding the environmental effects of a proposal either through a discretionary
Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) or as part of the permit review process. The
Director shall review each EAW and Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for accuracy and
completeness. The Director, upon certification, may submit the report to the appropriate review
agencies in accordance with state regulations.

The Director may refer the issue of accuracy and completeness to the Planning Commission who
shall hold a public hearing on the draft environmental review. Subject to County Board policy, it
is the responsibility of the Planning Commission, after holding a public hearing, to make the
final declaration regarding the environmental review.

Section 2.6 Zoning Map

A. District Boundaries Established: Zone district boundaries are established as shown on the
official zoning map for St. Louis County. The zone districts shall include a land use
district and a dimensional district.

B. Map Incorporated into Ordinance: The map and all notations, references, and other
information shown thereon shall have the same force and effect as if fully set forth herein
and are hereby made a part of this ordinance by reference and incorporated herein as fully
as if set forth herein at length.



C. District Boundary Locations: District boundaries are intended to follow right-of-way
lines, street centerline or property lines unless a boundary line is otherwise indicated. The
Director shall make interpretations of district boundaries when the line is not clear.

Section 2.7 Definitions
The following words shall be defined as follows for the purpose of this ordinance:

Access - A way of approaching or entering property without trespassing upon another person’s
property.

Accessory Dwelling - A structure used as a dwelling unit that may contain sleeping spaces,
kitchen facilities and/or bathroom facilities, in addition to those provided in the principal
structure.

Accessory Use or Structure - A use or structure on the same lot, and customarily incidental and
subordinate to, a principal use or structure, such as storage structures, saunas, gazebos, and uses
accessory to the principal use.

Agricultural Use - A category of uses that includes, but is not limited to production, sale or
lease of crops (plants), livestock, horses, poultry, fish, bees, and pets including the breeding and
grazing of animals.

Airport - Any locality, either on land or water, that is regularly used or intended to be used for
the landing and take-off, storage, or servicing of one or more aircraft.

Applicant - A property owner, or an individual acting with express, written permission of the
property owner, required to submit a request for a land use permit, conditional use permit,
variance or any other permission or permit necessary to modify or use property in the county.

Attorney - The County Attorney of St. Louis County, Minnesota, or authorized representative.
Auditor - The County Auditor of St. Louis County, Minnesota, or authorized representative.

Bluff - A topographic feature such as a hill, cliff, or embankment having the following
characteristics:

A. Part or all of the feature is located in a shoreland area;

B. The slope rises at least 25 feet above the ordinary high water level of the water body;

C. The grade of the slope from the toe of the bluff to a point 25 feet or more above the
ordinary high water level averages 30 percent or greater; and

D. The slope must drain toward the water body.

Bluff Impact Zone - A bluff and land located within 20 feet from the top of a bluff.



Bluff, toe - The point on a bluff where there is, as visually observed, a clearly identifiable break
in the slope, from a gentle slope to steep slope, as defined.

Bluff, top - The point on a bluff where, as visually observed, there exists a clearly identifiable
break in the slope from a steep slope, as defined, to a gentle slope.

Board of Adjustment - The Board of Adjustment for St. Louis County, Minnesota, as created
by ordinance pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section 394.27 and all acts amendatory thereof.

Boathouse - A structure designed and used solely for the storage of boats or boating equipment.
Borrow Pit - See extractive use.

Buffer - The use of land; topography, spaces, and screening, to separate uses or structures from
other uses or structures.

Building Line - A line parallel to a lot line or the ordinary high water level at the required
setback beyond where a structure may not extend.

Campground - An open-air recreation area where temporary or movable shelters, such as tents
and recreational vehicles, are intended or used to provide short-term occupancy.

Cervid — An animal that is a member of the family Cervidae and includes, but is not limited to,
white-tailed deer, mule deer, red deer, elk, moose, caribou, reindeer, and muntjac.

Cervid farm — Use of land to possess or contain one or more cervids that is registered with the
Minnesota Board of Animal Health and meets all the requirements for farmed Cervidae in
Minnesota Rules parts 1721.0370 to 1721.0420 and Minnesota Statutes, sections 17.452; 35.153;
35.155; 97A.401, subdivision 3; and 97A.505, subdivision 8 and all amendatory acts thereof.

Change in Use - An alteration in the permitted use of an existing structure or premises to be
used for a different purpose. Examples include a house or cabin converted into a storage building
or a shop converted into a restaurant.

Commercial Use - The principal use of land or buildings used for the sale, lease, rental, or trade
of products, goods, and services.

Communication Tower - A principal structure that is intended to support communication
equipment for wireless, broadcast, and/or similar communication purposes.

Comprehensive Plan - A plan created pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, chapter 394 containing
objectives, policies, standards and programs to guide public and private land use, development,
redevelopment and preservation for all lands and waters.

Conditional Use - A land use or development which would not generally be appropriate without
restriction throughout the zone district, but which, if controlled as to number, area, size, location,



or relation to neighborhood, and as to compatibility with official county plans, would not be
injurious to the public health, safety, order, comfort, appearance, prosperity or general welfare.

County - The County of St. Louis, Minnesota.
County Board - The County Board of Commissioners of St. Louis County, Minnesota.

Deck (attached) - A horizontal, unenclosed platform that is attached, or functionally related to a
structure. An attached deck shall have no roof, extended soffit, nor walls, but may have railings,
seats, or other related features.

Deck (detached) - A horizontal, unenclosed platform that is freestanding, greater than 18 inches
in height at any point, and is not attached nor functionally related to a structure. A detached deck
shall have no roof, extended soffit, nor walls, but may have railings, seats or other related
features.

Department - The Planning and Community Development Department, designated to administer
the zoning ordinance and other land use official controls, referred to in this ordinance as
“Department.”

Director - The Planning and Community Development Director of St. Louis County, Minnesota,
or authorized representative, referred to in this ordinance as “Director.”

Driveway - A way not designed or intended to serve as a road; rather a driveway. Provides
access for not more than two dwellings or other principal uses to a road at a density not higher
than two dwellings per quarter-quarter section or government lot.

Dynamic Sign - A type of non-static outdoor sign that displays content digitally and is
characterized by frequent change or activity.

Dwelling Site - A designated location for residential use by one or more persons using
temporary or movable shelter, including camping and recreational vehicle sites.

Dwelling Unit - Any structure or portion of a structure, or other shelter designed as a short or
long term living quarters for one or more persons, including rental or time share
accommodations such as a motel, hotel, and resort rooms and cabins.

Earth Toned - Soft, neutral or weathered colors typically associated with forest vegetation, soil,
bark or rock; principally blacks, browns, greens, and greys.

Electrical Substation - A facility consisting of electrical equipment that switches/changes
and/or regulates the voltage of electricity. This assemblage of equipment is physically located on
the ground and is enclosed by a fence.



Extractive Use - The use of land for surface or subsurface removal of sand, gravel, rock,
industrial minerals, other nonmetallic minerals, and peat not regulated under Minnesota Statutes,
sections 93.44 to 93.51.

Feedlot - As defined or described in Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Rules, chapter 7020.

Floor area - Square feet of useable space on the ground floor of a structure, based on measuring
the horizontal distance between external walls of the structure.

Foundation - Basements, permanent footings and walls for a structure intended to carry the
weight of the structure including but not limited to masonry, concrete or treated wood.

Forest Land Conversion - The clear cutting of forested lands to prepare for a new land use
other than reestablishment of a subsequent forest stand.

Frontage, Lot - The uninterrupted front boundary line of a parcel, or the length of such line, that
abuts on a road or protected water.

Frontage, Shore - Shall be the minimum distance between the points of intersection of the side
lot lines and the ordinary high water level of a riparian lot.

Grade - The slope of a surface, such as a parcel or road with the vertical rise or fall expressed as
a percentage of horizontal distance, e.g., a 3 percent upgrade means a rise of 3 feet per 100 feet
of horizontal distance.

Gravel Pit - See extractive use.

Height of Building - The vertical distance between the highest point on the roof and the lowest
point at the ground level where the building foundation meets the ground.

Historic Site, Significant - As defined or described in Minnesota Shoreland and Floodplain
Management Rules section 6120.2500.

Home Business - A commercial or minor industrial business use conducted on the same property
on which the owner’s home is situated, which may employ no more than five persons who are
not residents of the owner’s home, which is of a type or character consistent with rural

residential lifestyle, and which is established and operated under such conditions that the use
may not be a nuisance to or otherwise incompatible with the surrounding area.

Home Occupation - A use of non-residential nature conducted entirely within the dwelling or
accessory structures and carried on only by the inhabitants thereof, which use is clearly
incidental and secondary to the use of the dwelling for residential purposes, and which does not
include an operational activity that is or may be a nuisance to or otherwise incompatible with the
surrounding area.



Horizontal Distance - A distance measured along a plane which is perpendicular to an axis
running through the center of the earth at the point of measurement.

Impervious Surface - A constructed hard surface that either prevents or retards the entry of
water into the soil and causes water to run off the surface in greater quantities and at an increased
rate of flow than prior to development. Examples include rooftops, decks, sidewalks, patios,
storage area, and concrete, asphalt or gravel driveways. Impervious surface calculation shall not
include pervious materials that allow permeability, excluding previously noted examples.

Industrial Use - The use of land or buildings for the production, manufacture, warehousing,
storage or transfer of goods, products, commodities, or other wholesale items.

Inoperable Vehicle - A vehicle that is extensively damaged, with the damage including such
things as broken or missing wheels, motor, drive train, or transmission.

Interim Use - A temporary use of property until a particular date, or until the occurrence of a
particular event, as defined or described in Minnesota Statutes section 394.303.

Kennel - Any structure or use intended for the boarding or breeding of pets for compensation.

Livestock - Animals such as horses, cows, sheep, goats, and poultry, dogs and cats, kept for use
or profit.

Lot - A parcel of land designated by plat, metes and bounds, registered land survey, auditors
plot, or other accepted means and separated from other parcels or portions by said description for
the purpose of sale, lease, or separation.

Lot Coverage - Lot coverage shall include all structures and constructed impervious surfaces.

Lot of Record - A lot or parcel that has been lawfully created and recorded by the County
Recorder prior to the date of enactment of this ordinance, or amendments thereto. Leased lots or
parcels on federal, state, tax forfeited or Minnesota Power lands not individually recorded by the
County Recorder that have been leased out prior to the date of enactment of this ordinance, shall
also be considered a lot of record.

Lot Width - The shortest distance between lot lines measured at the midpoint of the building
line.

Lot Width, Shoreland - The shortest distance between the property lines at the ordinary high
water level.

Mineral Exploration - Exploratory drilling, trenching or bulk sampling of minerals.

Mitigation Measures - Methods, plans or actions taken to reduce, offset, or eliminate adverse
project or structure impacts.



Mobile or Manufactured Home - As defined or described Minnesota Statutes, section 327.31.

Mobile or Manufactured Home Park - Any site, lot, field or tract of land upon which two or
more occupied manufactured homes are located, either free of charge or for compensation, and
includes any building, structure, tent, vehicle or enclosure used or intended for use as part of the
equipment of the mobile or manufactured home park.

Motorized Off-Road Vehicle Facility - Any area used for motorized off-road activity that is
commercial in nature.

Nonconformity - Lawful use or occupation of land or premises existing at the time of the
adoption of this ordinance, as further defined or described in Minnesota Statutes, section 394.36.

Nonriparian Property - A parcel without shore frontage, but is within a shoreland district.
Ordinance - The Zoning Ordinance Number 62 of St. Louis County, Minnesota.

Ordinary High Water Level (OHWL) - The boundary of public waters and wetlands, and shall
be an elevation delineating the highest water level which has been maintained for a sufficient
period of time to leave evidence on the landscape, commonly that point where the natural
vegetation changes from predominantly aquatic to predominantly terrestrial. For water courses,
the ordinary high water level shall be the elevation of the top of the bank of the channel. For
reservoirs and flowages, the ordinary high water level shall be the operating elevation of the
normal summer pool.

Ordinary Public View - The view seen by the naked eye from any public road or waterway or
from occupied dwellings, commercial establishments, clubs, or institutions on adjacent
properties. Aerial view is not to be considered public view.

Outdoor Sign - Any outdoor or indoor object, device, display or structure that is used to
advertise, identify, display, direct or attract attention to a person, organization, business, product,
service, event or location by any means, including words, letters, figures, design, symbols,
fixtures, colors, illumination or projected images.

Parent Parcel - A parcel of land that is at least twice the minimum lot width and area required
by the Zoning Ordinance and that is of record on August 13, 2013.

Performance Standard Permit - Authorization given for a use or structure which must meet a
minimum set of pre-defined standards or criteria.

Planned Development, Commercial - A use where the nature of residency is transient, short-
term lodging spaces, rooms, or parcels and their operations are essentially service-oriented. For
example, hotel/motel accommaodations, resorts, recreational vehicle and camping parks, and
other primarily service-oriented activities are commercial planned developments.
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Planned Development, Residential - A use where the nature of residency is non-transient and
the major or primary focus of the development is not service-oriented. For example, residential
apartments, mobile or manufactured home parks, time-share condominiums, townhouses,
cooperatives, and full fee ownership residence would be considered as residential planned
developments. Residential structures where an agent is employed to promote rental of units in a
manner similar to a resort shall be considered a commercial planned development.

Planning Commission - The Planning Commission of St. Louis County, Minnesota, as created
by ordinance pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section 394.30 and all acts amendatory thereof.

Platform - A detached horizontal surface, without rails, seats, or other elevated features,
that is no greater than 18 inches in height.

Practical Difficulty - As defined or described in Minnesota Statutes section 394.27 Subd. 7.
Principal Dwelling, Multiple-family - A residence designed for or occupied by two to four
families, including a mobile or manufactured home, with separate housekeeping and cooking

facilities for each with a sewage treatment system approved for such residences.

Principal Dwelling, Single-family - A detached residence, including a mobile or manufactured
home, designed for one family only and having an approved sewage treatment system.

Principal Use or Structure - A structure or use that is the primary or predominant focus of
activity on a parcel. Principal uses include such uses as a single family home, cabin, resort lodge
and cabins, salvage facility storage areas, offices, and businesses.

Property Line - The boundary line between two pieces of property, including the front, rear, and
side boundaries.

Public/Semipublic Use - The use of land by a public or private organization to provide a public
service that is ordinarily open to some persons outside the regular constituency of the
organization.

Public Water - Any waters as defined or described in Minnesota Statutes, section 103G.005.
Recreational Use - A category of commercial recreational uses that include, but is not limited
to: fairgrounds, golf courses, hunting preserves, outdoor festivals, outdoor markets, outdoor
paintball, ski hills, outdoor shooting facilities and racetracks.

Recreational Vehicle (RV) - As defined or described in Minnesota Statutes, section 327.14,
Subd. 8, not to include park model trailers, manufactured and mobile homes.

Recreational Vehicle (RV) Park - As defined per Minnesota Statute, Chapter 327.14.

Remodel - An alteration of the interior or exterior portion of a structure that does not involve the
replacement of the main structural frame, walls, or changes in the exterior dimensions of the
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structure. Remodeling of an existing structure includes, but is not limited to, one or more of the
following:

A. Work performed on the interior of a structure (provided the work will not increase the
number of bedrooms or increase water usage).

B. Replacement of siding, windows, doors, soffit, facia, roofing (e.g., if roofing replacement
does not increase height, or increase living space) and ornamentation.

C. Addition of windows or doors.

Repair - To restore to former condition or operational/structural soundness. (E.g. to repair a
foundation by replacement of beams, blocks, piers or posts, where no expansion or increase in
square footage is required or where no increase of more than 3 feet in height is required.)

Residential Use - A category of non-commercial uses that includes, but is not limited to:
principal and accessory uses.

Resort - A commercial planned development where the primary purpose is to provide lodging
and/or recreational opportunities.

Riparian Property - A lot that abuts public waters as defined by the Commissioner of Natural
Resources pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, chapter 103F.

Road - A public or private way which affords primary means of access by pedestrians and
vehicles to adjacent properties whether designated as a drive, easement, avenue, highway, road,
boulevard, cartway or however otherwise designated.

Road, Public - A road open to public travel that is under the jurisdiction of and/or maintained by
a state, county or township authority, as defined or described in Minnesota Statutes, section
160.02.

Salvage Facility - A commercial use where the salvaging, scavenging, or recycling of any goods
such as motor vehicles or motor vehicle parts, appliances, batteries, tires, or general recycling of
items such as aluminum cans, paper, or glass and plastic bottles is conducted.

Sauna - An accessory structure used for the sole purpose of a steam bath and change room,
and/or storage of materials directly related to such activity.

Screening - The use of fences, vegetation, berms, or other methods that reduce visual impact of
a structure or use upon adjacent structures or uses.

Setback - The shortest horizontal distance between a structure, sewage treatment system or

principal or accessory use and an ordinary high water level, road, sewage treatment system, well,
top of a bluff, property line, or other facility.
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Sewage Treatment System - A septic tank and soil absorption system or other individual or
cluster type sewage treatment system as defined and regulated by the St. Louis County
Ordinance 61 or its successors or replacement.

Shooting Facility - A specialized facility designed for firearms and archery practice.

Shore Impact Zone (S1Z) - Land located between the ordinary high water level of a public
water body and a line parallel to it, at a setback of 50 percent of the structure setback, except on
General Development lakes where the minimum shore impact zone shall be 50 feet.

Shoreland - Land located within the following distances from public waters: 1,000 feet from the
ordinary high water level of a lake, pond or flowage; and 300 feet from the ordinary high water
level of a river or stream, or the landward extent of a floodplain designated by ordinance on a
river or stream, whichever is greater. The limits of shorelands may be reduced whenever the
waters involved are bounded by topographic divides that extend landward from the waters for
lesser distances, and when approved by the Commissioner of the Department of Natural
Resources.

Shoreland Vegetation Alteration - The removal of trees, shrubs or plants in a contiguous patch,
strip, row, or block in a shoreland area.

Shoreline - The shoreline is at the ordinary high water level.

Short Term Rental - A short term rental dwelling unit is defined as any home, cabin,
condominium or similar building represented to the public as a place where sleeping
accommodations are furnished to the public on a nightly or weekly and for less than thirty days
basis for compensation and is not a planned development, commercial, as defined.

Slaughterhouse - An establishment where poultry or other animals are butchered on a
commercial basis.

Steep Slope - Land having an average slope over 12 percent, as measured over horizontal
distances of 50 feet or more that are not bluffs.

Structural Dimensions - The horizontal distance between the exterior walls of a structure, and
rooflines that extend beyond 3 feet.

Structure - Anything more than 30 inches high placed, constructed, or erected with a fixed
location on the ground, including portable buildings, mobile or manufactured homes, signs, earth
sheltered homes, and swimming pools. Fences, utility poles, lawn lights, non-commercial
communication towers not containing dish antennas, non-commercial wind generating towers
and related minor equipment shall not be considered structures.

Subdivision - Land that is divided for the purpose of sale, rent, or lease, including planned
developments.
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Town - Any town (or township), including those with the powers of a statutory city pursuant to
law.

Transfer Station - A facility in which solid waste from collection vehicles is concentrated for
subsequent transport. A transfer station may be fixed or mobile.

Transportation Uses - A category of uses that includes, but is not limited to airports, buses,
subways, trains, and trucking.

Trout Stream - A river classification to be used on all trout streams designated by the
Commissioner of the Department of Natural Resources.

Unincorporated Area - That area lying outside the incorporated limits of any city.

Utility Facilities - Utility facilities include but are not limited to electrical lines, wind turbines
for private residential, solar panel battery or storage stations, ham radio tower, small collector
wastewater treatment plants, wood boilers, communication towers or electrical substations,
commercial power, steam plants, commercial wind turbine generation, wastewater treatment
plant, municipal or sanitary district.

Variance - Any modification or relief from a county land use ordinance where it is determined
by the Board of Adjustment that, by reason of exceptional circumstances, the strict enforcement
of the provisions of such ordinance would cause practical difficulties, as defined or described in
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 394.

Vehicle - A motor vehicle propelled or designed to be propelled by a motor which must be
licensed or registered for use on public roads or trails, including but not limited to cars, trucks,
buses, all-terrain vehicles, semi-trailer/tractors, and motorcycles. Farm machinery, farm
equipment, farm implements, logging equipment, and utility vehicles not intended for use on
public roads shall not be considered a vehicle.

Water Oriented Accessory Structure - A small, above-ground building or other improvement,
except stairways, fences, docks, and retaining walls, which, because of the relationship of its use
to a surface water feature, reasonably needs to be located closer to public waters than the normal
structure setback. Examples of such structures and facilities include boathouses, gazebos, screen
houses, fish houses, pump houses, and detached decks.

Wetlands, a Wetland, the Wetland, or Wetland Area - As defined or described in Minnesota
Rules, chapter 8420.

Wood Processing Activities - A use involving mechanical equipment for the purpose of altering
timber and timber by-products, such as debarking, chipping, and/or milling.
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ARTICLE Il DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS
Section 3.1 General Standards

This Article addresses dimensional standards. All zone districts in use shall have a dimensional
standard from Section 3.2 of this Article and a land use district from Article V. Deviation from
the standards found in this Article, upon placement on the Official Zoning Map, shall require a
variance approved by the St. Louis County Board of Adjustment. This Article also incorporates
standards relating to on-site sewage treatment, road right-of-way setbacks, bluff area standards,
significant historic sites, placement and design of roads, driveways, and parking areas, riparian
and nonriparian lot size differences, mine pit lake standards, storage of structures on lots, and
Lake Superior erosion hazard area. Alterations of these standards shall require a variance from
the St. Louis County Board of Adjustment.

Section 3.2 Lot Dimension Tables

St. Louis County hereby establishes the following set of minimal dimensional standards that will
be used in all county zone districts.

District | Lot Area | Lot Width | Max Lot | Property Line Property Line Setback-
Number | (Acres) (Feet) Coverage | Setback-Principal Accessory Structure
(Percent) | Structure (Feet) (Feet)
1 35 600 2 50 25
la 35 1,200 2 50 25
2 17 600 2 50 25
3 9 300 10 50 25
3a 9 600 2 50 25
4 4.5 300 10 50 25
4a 4.5 400 10 50 25
5 2.5 200 25 20 10
6 2.0 200 25 20 10
7 1.0 150 25 20 10
8 1.0 200 25 20 10
9 1.0 150 25 15 10
10 2.0 200 25 15 10
11 0.5 100 25 15 10
*12 0.33 100 35 10 5
*12 0.25 75 35 10 5

*See special standards for the Plat of Soudan, Town of Breitung.
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SPECIAL STANDARDS FOR THE PLAT OF SOUDAN, TOWN OF BREITUNG

Dimensional Standards

Sewer Only | Sewer and Water
Minimum lot area 0.33 acre 0.16 acre
Minimum lot width 100 feet 60 feet
Maximum lot coverage 35% 35%

Structural Setback Standards

Property Line Shoreline Shore Impact Zone
Principal | Accessory | Principal | Accessory | Principal | Accessory
10 feet 5 feet 75 feet 75 feet | 37.5feet | 37.5 feet

Road Centerline Setback Standards
Arterial | Collector | Local | Right-of-Way
110 feet | 85 feet | 48 feet 15 feet

All new residential uses will be required to connect with public sewer and water facilities.

Section 3.3 River Corridor Width and Dimensional Standards

Vermilion River

St. Louis, Cloquet & Whiteface Rivers

Corridor Width Corridor Width Classes
Corridor Width
500 feet Remote, Rural Agricultural & Primitive River 300 feet

Recreational River Classes

Class

Y mile

% mile

The dimensional standards within the Vermilion, St. Louis, Cloquet and Whiteface River
Corridors shall be as follows:

Vermilion River

Remote | Forested

4a 5

St. Louis, Cloquet & Whiteface Rivers

Primitive

Remote

Rural Agricultural

Recreational

la

2

3a

4

16
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Section 3.4 Shore Setback and Shore Impact Zone Requirements

Unless indicated elsewhere in this ordinance, the following setbacks shall apply from protected
waters or waters designated through county adopted land use plans:

Classification Setback in feet Shore Impact Zone in feet
Natural Environment Lakes 150 75
Recreation Development Lakes 100 50
General Development Lakes 75 50
Mine Pit Lakes 150 75
Trout Streams 150 75
DNR Remote Rivers 200 100
Forested Rivers 150 75
St. Louis County Primitive Rivers 300 150
St. Louis County Remote Rivers 200 150
St. Louis County Urban Rivers 100 75
Rural Agricultural Rivers 200 150
Recreational Rivers 150 75
All other protected lakes and rivers 100 75

Special Vermilion River Standards: In accordance with the Vermilion River Plan as adopted by
the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners, a 100 foot shore setback is permitted in the
forested sections of the Vermilion River if the remote river dimensional standards are met which
require 4.5 acre minimum lot size and 400 feet of width. The Director may establish procedures
to implement this provision.

The North Shore Management Plan area setback shall be 40 feet from Lake Superior Vegetation
Line and 75 feet from streams that are not Trout Streams or are classified under another district.
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Section 3.5  State Shoreland Classification and Application in County

Shoreland District Use of Lot Area Standards: The State of Minnesota has defined the
shoreland area and has stipulated that certain zone districts may not be used in certain classified
shoreland areas. The following table states which lot area district can be used in each of the lake
and river shore classifications. St. Louis County also has developed a trout stream river
classification intended to provide increased protection for that resource.

SHORELAND DISTRICT USES

I\I?lﬁ;rtl)gtr Shoreland Class
Remote Trout Forest Tributary NE RD GD

1 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
2 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
3 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
4 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
5 No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
6 No No No Yes No Yes Yes
7 No No No Yes No Yes Yes
8 No No No Yes No Yes Yes
9 No No No Yes No No Yes
10 No No No No No No Ye