MEETING REPORT
Meeting:



St. Louis County Public Health and Human Services Advisory Committee

Date:



July 15, 2020
Time:



10:00 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Place:



Webex 
Members Present:
Tony Kuznik, Amber Madoll, Mary Zupancich, John Soghigian, Jerry Burnes, Dawn Lamping, Nate Sandman, Cindy Lustig, Janet Kennedy, Sarah Priest, Kathy Heltzer, Tina Welsh
Staff present:

Linnea Mirsch, Amy Westbrook, Kyle Heyesen, Asad Bandeali, Laura Birnbaum
County Commissioners:  

Members Absent:
Pat Ives (excused), Cathy Chavers (excused), Cynthia Kafut-Hagen, Deb Smith 

Guests Present: 
Susan Michels (CHB), Janelle Lambert (MDH)
	Topic
	Discussion
	Follow Through

	Welcome 

	· Tony Kuznik called the meeting to order 

· Motion to approve the minutes by Mary, second by John, no discussion, motion carried  
	

	COVID-19 presentation 
	· Presentation by Amy Westbrook, PH Division Director (presentation attached) 
	

	COVID-19 Member Questions/ Discussion
	· Timeliness of test results? (variability based on supplies, volume) 
· Mask Distribution, concern with apartments, high rise living settings – does that fit into priority setting (congregate living settings); NAACP received masks from Essentia and will focus on apartment settings 

· PH Strategies in congregate settings? Does include mask drive, we will confirm what requests we have from high rises. Janet suggested we could deliberately go out to high rises, map them out and see if they were interested and bring masks there – Bridging Health Duluth, Generations; invitation to Public Health to attend.
· Amber – staff aren’t wearing masks, concern about elevators in senior facilities – can’t use stairs – staying in apartments, not coming out – are they getting medication, food, concern about emergency plans. 

· Cindy – should she work to catch kids up with vaccines or send to clinic? 

· Linnea asked about source of information, media outlets used; member discussion and feedback 
	PH follow up with Janet, Amber around more targeted strategies and supports for apartments, high rise settings.
School nurse recommendation – mask or face shield? Will follow-up. 

Amy will follow-up with information about guidance for making a good quality mask. 

	New Opioid Child Protection Funding and next steps
	· Kyle Heyesen and Asad Bandeali shared an overview of the Opioid Epidemic Response Allocation
· Question about any results achieved thus far – programming is just beginning late summer (will build on existing programming and partnerships)
	

	Federal CARES Act funding priorities
	· Linnea provided overview of Federal CARES Act funding for St. Louis County and the timeline, challenge and opportunity ahead; introduced Laura Birnbaum and her role for leading the funding related to Human Service needs and our commitment to get funding to those people and organizations that need it most.
· Requested ideas for outreach efforts from Advisory Committee members; commitment to accessibility, simplicity, intentional and expanded outreach to communities of color. 
· Question about funding for school, PPE; what is the need (vs funding avaialble)? 
	

	Committee Updates
	· Linnea shared about the Special Session 1 and waiver continuation approved through 60 day wind down and 2021 as well as an overview of the 2021 SLC budget request
· John shared about Circle of Parents expansion in Virginia area with interest in Hibbing, Ely, Bois Forte and would share more broadly; facilitator expansion and training; recruitment of parent support peer recovery training (to work with Arrowhead Center)

· Dawn shared about Floodwood Services & Training – KSTP investigation on what day providers are facing in terms of challenges; unable to provide services as mandated by DHS; very limited services; huge impact on community – other community services at risk if Floodwood S & T closes (meals on wheels, food shelf, senior dining, caregiver support, chore services); no revenue without ability to provide their services; changing guidance around opening up – but a long way to go; PPE challenges

· Kathy H shared about Victory Chorus (for people with Alzheimers, memory and dementia issues) not meeting face to face but has continued virtually; Ruby’s Pantry Coppertop has modified procedures but still doing monthly distributions in parking lot

· Nate shared about Fond du Lac – expanding COVID testing times at CAIR and Cloquet Clinic site; looking at bringing staff back into the workplace and opening up services slowly in all locations; Band overall opening up casinos again and now are completely smoke free

· Jerry shared about combining of two Iron Range newspapers – Mesabi Tribune – 6 day daily; 2 dedicated people working on healthcare issues, substance abuse, mental health and policy focused on a rural setting (www.MesabiTribune.com)

·   
	

	Term expiration
	Linnea working with Commissioners to have a more targeted approach in filling PHHS Advisory seats
	Next meeting dates: 
10 am – 12 pm
9-16-20, likely with continued phone and Webex options 
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