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OBJECTIVE   

During a practical checkout with an evaluator, locate, identify and describe equipment used to 
construct a drag rig.  Describe hooks, bars, and rope, and characteristics of each that 
contribute to greater effectiveness in the drowning recovery operation.  See attached criteria 
list for this module. 

 

PREREQUISITES 

None. 

 

RESOURCES  

None 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES  

Any Rescue Squad member 

Handout:  Drowning Recovery Operations, WoodsTalk, 2004 

 

AUTHORIZED EVALUATORS  

Any Rescue Squad member 

 

MAXIMUM RENEWAL TIME  

4 years 
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Skill Sheet 

D-101, Locate, Identify, and Describe Dragging Equipment 

During a practical checkout with an evaluator, locate, identify and describe equipment used to 
construct a drag rig.  Describe hooks, bars, and rope, and characteristics of each that 
contribute to greater effectiveness in the drowning recovery operation.  Do you have any 
questions?   

 

NOTES TO EVALUATOR: 

 

Accompany the candidate on a walkaround of the Water Rescue Trailer or one of the boats.  
The candidate should be able to find the items listed below in their storage locations, and tell 
you a sentence or two about their qualities and use.   

 
Task Go No-Go 

Identifies rope.  States that thicker is better—1/2-inch or 5/8-inch is best.  Cotton or 
loosely woven nylon is fine; kernmantle or higher grade weaves are not necessary.  Knots 
should be simple—a bowline or a round turn with two half hitches.  More complex knots 
like a Figure 8 on a Bight will likely result in having to cut the rope, as these will be 
difficult to untie. 

  

States that one should have at least three times the depth of the water in available rope.     
Identifies drag bar.  Specifies solid round stock, 7/8-inch or bigger.  Hollow bars must be 
filled with sand or birdshot to be effective.  Generally, the heavier, the better. 

  

Identifies hooks.  Describes S-hooks, sash chain, and dog spring clip.     
Describes drawing hooks from one end of the box, and returning bent or broken hooks to 
those holes for ease of repair after the operation.   

  

There are no critical criteria with this checkout.  All criteria are on-the-spot correctable.   

 

 

__________  Go  __________ No-Go ___________________Evaluator 

        (Initial & 7100-number) 


