St. Louis County Canvass Board Meeting

Friday, December 19, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 1:07 p.m. in the Commissioners Conference Room, 2nd Floor, Courthouse, Duluth, MN,  by Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, with the following members present:  Auditor Dicklich, Commissioner Keith Nelson, Kim Vezina as representative for Court Administrator Cindy Stratioti, and City of Duluth Mayor Don Ness.  Also present were Gary Bjorklund, Assistant County Attorney, Paul Tynjala, Director of Elections, and Lisa Athey, IS III in the Auditor Election Division.  Absent was Commissioner Forsman.

Assistant County Attorney Bjorklund explained directives contained in the recent Minnesota Supreme Court Order regarding absentee ballots from the November election that may have been erroneously rejected.  Director of Elections Paul Tynjala summarized the number and type of absentee ballots that appear to have been rejected by mistake.

Commissioner Nelson, supported by Kim Vezina, moved to establish Monday, December 29, 2008, at 10:00 a.m., in the Commissioners Conference Room as the location and time when the St. Louis County Canvassing Board may open and count mistakenly rejected absentee ballots if certain procedures are established by the Secretary of State in conformance with the Supreme Court Order.
At 10:25 a.m., Auditor Dicklich recessed the Canvass board until 10:00 a.m., on December 29, 2008.

At 10:05 a.m., on Monday, December 29, 2008, the St. Louis County Canvassing Board reconvened in the Commissioners Conference Room, 2nd Floor, Courthouse, Duluth, MN with the following members present:  Auditor Dicklich, Mayor Don Ness, Kim Vezina as representative for the Court Administrator, and Commissioner Keith Nelson.  Also present was Paul Tynjala, Director of Elections.  

Elections Director Tynjala said Auditor election staff, pursuant to the Supreme Court order and directives from the Secretary of State, reexamined all rejected absentee ballots and determined that 161 may have been rejected erroneously.  On Tuesday, December 30, 2008, Auditor staff will be meeting with representatives from the Coleman and Franken campaigns to review the 161 rejected ballots and determine which ones should be forwarded to the State Canvassing Board for counting.
At 10:14 a.m., Commissioner Nelson, supported by Mayor Ness, moved to adjourn the St. Louis County Canvassing Board.  (4-0)

___________________________________________________________

Paul L. Tynjala, Director of Elections, St. Louis County Auditor’s Office

