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Project Description: St. Louis County 
announces the launch of the internal county 

Land Information Portal for county employees only. This is your 
comprehensive “one-stop-shop” gateway to land record department 
tabular and geospatial data that is stored across the county. It is 
designed to serve as a secured intranet-based mapping and data 
retrieval system to improve county efficiency and productivity. 

Project Goal: This project provides a secured active directory driven 
enterprise approach to the searching, accessing, and viewing of tabular 
and geospatial data, and imaged documents in one environment 
rather than obtaining access to dozens of systems which becomes 
labor intensive to manage for thousands of users  by MIS. 

Users: Users of the Land Information Portal have the ability to 
conduct department and enterprise data searches, export results 
of those searches, create mailing labels, view property details, view 
maps, buffer parcels, create high quality reports, and much more.

 

Volume 1.0 Fall 2010
Distribution: Electonic PDF format only

SEARCH:  Capable 
of searching across 
multiple inter-connected 
databases, using a variety 
of spatial and non-spatial 
query options.

MAP:  Built around 
Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) Framework, 
with customizable map 
displays per user input.

RESULTS:  Returns 
large quantities of data 
in easy-to-use formats.  
Data can be exported to 
other formats for later 
use and analysis.

DETAILS:  Ability to drill 
down into selected detail 
and generate reports.

Land INformation Portal
An Enterprise Application

Search • View • Map • Report Land Record Data

Look for the Portal Icon 
on your desktop
Or point your web browser to:
 http://nt-arcgis-prod/stlouisportal
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General County- MCIS

Environmental 
Services

Auditor

Planning 
(Planning & Community Development)

Assessor 
(Public Records & Property Valuation)

Recorders 
(Public Records & Property Valuation)

Data Dropdown

What does the Land Information Portal do? St. Louis 
County’s Land Information Portal is the result of several years of 
planning and effort to build an interface to county land records 
data that will be easily accessed and used by all county staff 
members.  No more requesting access to multitudes of systems, 
data, and applications. Our development concept has always 
been, “simple, but powerful.”

Historically, county land record data has been stored in paper 
files, or in systems that are designed for use by a particular 
department...often with limited access.  The development of 
the Land Information Portal brings many of these databases 
together into a single interface.  The Portal isn’t meant to replace 
any system from which it pulls information...but it makes 
analyzing and using the information easier for a wide variety of 
county employees to improve overall County Productivity and 
Efficiency.

Search tab: Query multiple county data sources based on a variety of inputs.

  Filter searches by querying within a panel
  Search various county databases
  Toggle between tables of data
 Search panels secured by User ID. Allows 

for sensitive and private searches for 
departments

  Data dropdowns for easy searches

Functionality

MCIS•	 : Search General MCIS Data
Public Records & Property Valuation (Assessors)•	 : Assessors MCIS Data
Auditor•	 : Search Auditor MCIS Data 

Planning & Development•	 : Search Planning Permit Data
Public Records & Property Valuation (Recorders)•	 : Recorder  Data
Environmental Services- ES•	 : Search ES Data

Search
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REsults tab: Results from the search tab can be selected, sorted, saved, and exported.

  Right click a row- zoom to map, view details
  Check box to select parcels
  Right click a parcel record to zoom to on the 

map or view details
  Custom name queries
  Save and stack queries
  Create mailing labels (Avery 5160/5161)
  Export Data to CSV file
  Email results
  Tracks data creation date
  Tracks amount of records returned
  Expand, collapse, delete searches

Functionality

results

Click to Ascend or Descend Data
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mAPS & GRAPHICS
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Copyright © 2010 St. Louis County. All Rights Reserved. Report Provided by St. Louis County

317-0090-00740

©

PIN:    317-0090-00740
1229 MINNESOTA BLVD 
ELY MN 55731

GENERAL PROPERTY REPORT
St. Louis County Land Information Portal St. Louis County, Minnesota, United States

Owner of Record:  YAPEL DAVID J
    

Physical Address: 

Taxpayer:   YAPEL DAVID J
    39 W NIAGARA ST
    DULUTH MN 55811-2301

Primary Photo 

About Report: Property information is collected from 
multiple databases and departments in St. Louis County.  
Data is updated regularly, but may not include pending or 
recently entered changes.

www.co.st-louis.mn.us 
Disclaimer

Date of Report:  08/03/2010 12:39 pm 

USE OF DATA: The Land Information Portal is an integrated information system for St. Louis County internal operations only. All fee based recorded documents, images, and sensitive information is prohibited from 
distribution without appropriate department approval. If unauthorized document and image distribution occurs, the following could occur: Discipinary action and termination and/or prosecution to the fullest extent of 
the law. All activity of this web site is monitored and recorded for abuse.

Copyright © 2010 St. Louis County. All Rights Reserved. Report Provided by St. Louis County

ADmINISTRATIvE DATA

Section:   34
Township:   62
Range:   14
Block:   00
Lot:   74
City/Town Code:  317
School District:   2142
Commissioner District: 4

SUmmARY

ASSESSmENT & TAXES

Legal Description: LOT 74 BLOCK 00

Estimated Land value:
Estimated Building value:
Estimated Total value:

Taxable value
Net Tax
Special Assessments
Total Payable:
    
   

2010
$92,000.00   
$31,400.00   
$123,400.00   
    
$123,400.00   
$1,224.10
$19.72
$602.19    
    
    

2009  
$92,000.00   
$31,400.00   
$123,400.00   
    
$123,400.00   
$1,224.10
$19.72
$0.00    
    
  

2008
$92,000.00   
$31,400.00   
$123,400.00   
    
$123,400.00   
$1,224.10
$19.72
$0.00    
    
 

Homesteader:   

CLASS CODE:  152 
Class Description: Non-Comm. Seasonal Res. Rec.
Deeded Acres:   0
GIS Acres:  0.75
Plat Name:  Eagles Nest Beach
Lake / River Name  Eagles Nest 3
Lake / River Number 690285
    

General Report- Coming Soon!

Imaged Documents

details tab: Many additional details, reports and documents related to your search can be accessed in the Details Tab.

  Provides data from multitudes of departments
  Click Zoom to Parcel to view on map
 Click Property Report to generate a property report 

(Coming Soon!)
  Toggle between tabs of departments
  Imaged Documents (Coming Soon!) 

        - Planning, Environmental Services, and Assessors
  Data results based upon security
  Hyperlinks to other data
  Expand and collapse panels
  Additional data from department (Coming Soon!)

Functionality

Details
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Buffer Criteria
(Input Criteria)

Buffer Results 
(Parcels on Left)

Push to Results Tab 
(Print Mailing Labels)

Mailing Labels 
(Avery 5160/5161)

Owner Detail 
(with address)

Street View 
(Google and Microsoft Addin)

Once you have selected a parcel, 
general details will be highlighted. 
From here you can view in-depth 
details, download, and much more 

Google and Microsoft Street 
Views are integrated into the 
portal map framework. 

map tab: Display results of searches with many layers of the county’s GIS for further analysis.

  Toggle between maps
  Save projects
  Email maps
  Drawing tools
  Measuring tools
  Bing, Google maps
  Zoom to features
  Floating panels

  Search PIN, coordinates
  Map tips
  Parcel buffer
  Highlight parcels
  Export results
  View details
  View imagery

Functionality

map

Buffering and Mailing Labels---- Time Saver!
The portal GIS capabilities can be used to buffer a parcel.

Productivity=
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About Main Menu Dropdown 

Security & Active Directory

Menu Option:  The main menu of the Land Information Portal provides secured access to numerous county and external 
applications. Users can launch the Land Information Portal, and access many other sites and programs without ever leaving the 
portal framework. Based upon user ID and Active Directory Groups, the County will provide secured access to specific enterprise 
applications and web services. Essentially, this view can be tailored to your department or line of business.

Security & Active Directory: The Land Information Portal is built around a series of security protocols that safeguard data through 
access permission settings. Access is generally set at the department level, but may be customized depending on line of department 
line of business or other variables. Not all users will see the same applications, web services, and information. The Portal does not 
require a unique login and password, but uses your Windows Login to authorize access to applications, searches, and data.

Enterprise:  County 
Enterprise Systems.

Pictometry•	
Maps on Demand•	
GIS Web Services•	
Document Imaging•	
County Website•	
County Intranet•	

Department:  Land 
Record applications by 
department.

Auditor’s Parcel •	
Lookup
Planning•	
Public Works•	
Recorders•	
Sheriffs•	

Regional:  Land Record 
Information for regional 
governments.

Neighboring Counties•	
State Agencies•	
Federal Agencies•	
Economic •	
Development

Other Resources:  
Popular mapping 
resources.

Bing Maps•	
Google Maps•	
Google Earth•	
Yahoo Maps•	
ArcGIS Explorer•	

Help:  Detailed Help 
instructions and 
documentation.
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PIN:    020-0230-00123
1234 North Shore Road 
Duluth, MN 55804

GENERAL PROPERTY REPORT
Planning & Development Department St. Louis County, Minnesota, United States

Owner of Record:  John Q. Doe
    North Shore Road
    Duluth, MN 55804

Physical Address: 

Taxpayer Name:  John Q. Doe Trust
    North Shore Road
    Duluth, MN 55804

Property Location 

Overview Picture/Other Picture/Other

About Report: To odo etuero estrud dolore con vullan-
drem volorero odiamcommy nulla consequamcon ver at p 
dipit, quat, volor sum zzrilit amcore dolobor in ulla

Parcel Identification Number (PIN): Ta commy nulputat.  exerci blam dipit, quat, volor sum zzrilit amcore do 
Physcial Property Address: Ta commy nulputat. Magnibh exerci blam dipit, quat, volor sum zzrilit amcore dol
Owner of Record: Ta commy nulputat. Magnibh exerci blam dipit, quat, volor sum zzrilit amcore dolobor in ulla
Taxpayer Name: Ta commy nulputat. Magnibh exerci blam dipit, quat, volor sum zzrilit amcore dolobor in ulla

www.co.st-louis.mn.us 
Disclaimer

Date of Report:  01/16/2009 / 12:39 pm 

Disclaimer: This data is intended to be used for informal purposes only. It is not intended for use in abstract work, land surveys, title opinions, appraisals, or other legal documents or purposes. For up-to-date and/or 
certified information, the user should contact the St. louis County.

Page 1 of 2Copyright © 2009 St. Louis County. All Rights Reserved. Report Provided by St. Louis County

ADmINISTRATIvE AREAS

GENERAL 
City or Township:            Town of Canosia
School Disctrict:  709
Voting District:  5
Zip Code:  W1
Census Tract:  34
Census Block:  2

LEGISLATIvE DISTRICTS
U.S. Senate:  34A
U.S. House:  56B
Minnesota Senate:  5
Minnesota House: 4

JuDICIAL DISTRICTS
Minnesota 4C

COuNTY COmmISSIONER DISTRICTS
St. Louis County District  4

TAX DISTRICT NAME  Town of Duluth
TAX DISTRICT NUMBER   
Section-Twnshp-Range 21-51.0-14
Plat Name:   Plat of Canosia First Addition
Block:    2
Lot:    9 
Legal Description (1): W1/2 OF E1/2 OF SW1/4 OF SW1/4
    Except East 660’

Deeded Acres:   10
Lake Name   Pike Lake
Lake Number  32134
River/Stream:   NA 
School District:   NA

SummARY

TAxES

ASSESSmENT

©

PIN:    020-0230-00123
1234 North Shore Road 
Duluth, MN 55804

Land
Planning & Development Department St. Louis County, Minnesota, United States

Owner of Record:  John Q. Doe
    North Shore Road
    Duluth, MN 55804

Physical Address: 

Taxpayer Name:  John Q. Doe Trust
    North Shore Road
    Duluth, MN 55804

Property Location 

Overview Picture/Other Picture/Other

About Report: To odo etuero estrud dolore con vullan-
drem volorero odiamcommy nulla consequamcon ver at p 
dipit, quat, volor sum zzrilit amcore dolobor in ulla

Parcel Identification Number (PIN): Ta commy nulputat.  exerci blam dipit, quat, volor sum zzrilit amcore do 
Physcial Property Address: Ta commy nulputat. Magnibh exerci blam dipit, quat, volor sum zzrilit amcore dol
Owner of Record: Ta commy nulputat. Magnibh exerci blam dipit, quat, volor sum zzrilit amcore dolobor in ulla
Taxpayer Name: Ta commy nulputat. Magnibh exerci blam dipit, quat, volor sum zzrilit amcore dolobor in ulla

www.co.st-louis.mn.us 
Disclaimer

Date of Report:  01/16/2009 / 12:39 pm 

Disclaimer: This data is intended to be used for informal purposes only. It is not intended for use in abstract work, land surveys, title opinions, appraisals, or other legal documents or purposes. For up-to-date and/or 
certified information, the user should contact the St. louis County.

Page 1 of 2Copyright © 2009 St. Louis County. All Rights Reserved. Report Provided by St. Louis County

ADmINISTRATIve AReAS

GeNeRAL 
City or Township:            Town of Canosia
School Disctrict:  709
Voting District:  5
Zip Code:  W1
Census Tract:  34
Census Block:  2

LeGISLATIve DISTRICTS
U.S. Senate:  34A
U.S. House:  56B
Minnesota Senate:  5
Minnesota House: 4

JuDICIAL DISTRICTS
Minnesota 4C

COuNTy COmmISSIONeR DISTRICTS
St. Louis County District  4

TAX DISTRICT NAME  Town of Duluth
TAX DISTRICT NUMBER   
Section-Twnshp-Range 21-51.0-14
Plat Name:   Plat of Canosia First Addition
Block:    2
Lot:    9 
Legal Description (1): W1/2 OF E1/2 OF SW1/4 OF SW1/4
    Except East 660’

Deeded Acres:   10
Lake Name   Pike Lake
Lake Number  32134
River/Stream:   NA 
School District:   NA

SummARy

TAxeS

 Current Development  Potential Buildout

TechnicalData 
Analysis  

& Reporting
Basic

Data Viewer
Enhanced

Data Viewer
Integrated

Workflow
Application 

Integration

Land Information Portal
Potential Build Out
Enterprise Common Operating PictureSt. Louis County, Minnesota 12-31-2009 Rev. 1.1

Basic Searches 
Wire up Main Enterprise Searches

Enhanced Searches 
Wire up Department Searches

Chart, Graphs, Visuals 
Create Simple Visuals for Data

GIS & Tabular Data Visual 
Provide tabular Data Visuals using GIS

Analysis  
In depth analysis, processing, and 
modeling of all data

Workflow Applications  
Create new workflow and data proces-
sing applications

Parcel Maintenace 
Example

Dashboards  
Create Enterprise & Department 
Dashboards for Business Management 
and Performance that expands 
Business Intelligence

Workflow (Data Processing)
Design workflow procedures and new 
applications for enahnced Workflow 
(Data Processing) among departments 
utilizing the portal framework

Application Integration
Integrate Legacy & New 
Applications into portal. Can be ac-
complished as other initiatives are 
underway

Reports  
Create Enterprise & Department Reports

Maps-On-Demand  
Create High Quality Printed Maps

Basic Details 
Wire up Basic Department detailed 
results:

Enhanced Details 
Wire up Department detailed results:

Basic GIS Service 
Create Enterprise GIS Services

Enhanced GIS Services 
Create Department GIS Services Auditor 

 Assessor
 Recorders
 Planning & Development
 Land
 Environmental Services
 Other After Core Land Records 

 Auditor 
 Assessor
 Recorders
 Planning & Development
 Land
 Environmental Services
 Other After Core Land Records 

Executive 
Dashboards

Helpful Actions
 Data QA/QC- 

Both Tabular and 

Geospatial Cleanup

Helpful Actions Active Department Involvement
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BUILD OUT 
The Land Information Portal is a new product for St. Louis County, but one that will be ever-changing. At the time of its launch 
in 2010, most initial “Phase 1” development will be complete; although additional data, searches, reports, and QA/QC will con-
tinue. Many potential upgrades have already been identified for “Phase 2” which will begin in 2011. Looking ahead, the por-
tal development team will incorporate additional functionality and data as needed, and as technology continually changes. 

Currently 
Building Searches•	
Identifying Data•	
Wiring up Data•	
Building SSRS Reports•	
Building GIS Web Map Services•	
Fixing Bugs•	

2011/2012 
Enhanced, Custom Searches•	
Improved and Expanded Mapping•	
Additional Reporting Capabilities•	
“Dashboard” style charts and graphs•	
Analytical processes and tools•	
Workflow and Job Tracking tools•	
Integrated Legacy and New applications•	

Land Information Portal Build OUt



Portal Development Team Members

Planning and Development:	 Darren Jablonsky
			   Andrea Grygo
			   Dave Yapel

MIS:			   Clarence Manz
			   Al McQueen
			   Doug Pirila
			   Jason Wefel
			   Ouitdee Carson

Portal Questions
Planning & Community Development  
David Yapel, Planner II 
218-725-5017 (Ext. 5017)

YapelD@co.st-louis.mn.us

Please sign up for training in the Employee Relations Training Catalog.

Portal Beta Users Group
Auditor: 			    Nancy Aldrich
			     Brandon Larson
			     Cathy Marshall
			     Julianne Duncan
Environmental Services:	   David Fink
			     Mark St. Lawrence
Land:			     Karen Zeisler
			     Chris Johnson
Planning & Development:	  Jennifer Bourbonais
Assessor (PR&PV):	   Dave Sipila
			     Cory Leinwander
			     Noah Mittlefehldt
			     Beth Sokoloski
			     Mike Harvey
			     Margaret Dunsmore
Recorder (PR&PV):	   Teresa Hirsch
			     Bryon Blair
			     Tracy Doran
Sheriff / 911:		    Duane Johnson
			     Jeff Karkkainen
Administration:		    Erik Birkeland
Attorney:		    Tom Stanley
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Development of the portal
How the Land Information Portal came to be...

About: St. Louis County departments create and maintain 
numerous databases, files, and geographic data files, but have 
never been able to  harness the capabilities of linking them to-
gether since many departments needed information from one-
another to conduct their operations. Recognizing a need for 
such a system, in 2005, St. Louis County’s MIS and Planning De-
partments began to investigate options and develop a plan for a 
web-based Land Records Portal. Dozens of meetings were held, 
questionnaires filled out by departments, and technical evalua-
tions performed, which led to the development of a Portal Busi-
ness Plan in 2006.

Beginning in earnest in 2007, the Planning and Development 
Department and MIS initiated a Land Records Portal “Proof of 
Concept” to determine if the objectives of the Portal Business 
Plan could be created and maintained in-house. It was deter-
mined that the county did in fact have the technical resources 
to maintain a portal into the future, but did not have adequate 
resources to build the initial product from the ground up. The 
County has since worked with vendors to develop what is now 
known as the Land Information Portal into a fully-functioning 
Beta product. 

For the past 3+ years, a group comprised of MIS and Planning 
staff members has been meeting as the Land Information Por-
tal Development Team. This group has met nearly every week 

since 2007 to provide policy and technical directives to the  
consultant team that developed the portal, as well as laying the 
groundwork for successful portal implementation by enhancing 
the infrastructure (servers, GIS enhancements, etc.) and data or-
ganization to make the Land Information Portal a reality.

In 2009 and early 2010, a group of “Beta Users” was assembled, 
with representation from several key “land records” departments 
at St. Louis County. The Beta User group included county staff 
members who tested the Land Information Portal and made rec-
ommendations to the development team. A series of meetings 
were held in late 2009 and early 2010, during which a number of 
changes (large scale and small) were implemented to the portal 
design and functions as a result of recommendations from the 
Beta Users.

At the present time, the portal is being rolled out for production 
usage, ending the development and beta phases. However, the 
portal development team will continue to meet and expand the 
data offerings and functions into the future. The Land Informa-
tion Portal is not a static product; it is a dynamic application 
that will adapt to the needs of St. Louis County employees mov-
ing forward into the future.

 

Development & Beta Test Team



Land Information Portal training is available through Employee 
Development. The first training session occurred on September 
20, 2010. Fourth-quarter training is scheduled for November 30  
and December 7.  This training covers all the basics of accessing 
and using the Land Information Portal. No pre-requisites or pre-
vious experience is required. Be sure to check out the Employee 
Development Training Catalog for specifics and signup informa-
tion. Land Information Portal training will be offered quarterly 
through Employee Development.

Topics will include:

How to access the portal•	

How to search & query data•	

How to use results:  Sorting, exporting, mailing labels•	

Using the Details Tab and generating reports•	

Maps and GIS applications within the Portal•	

Training Dates / Times:

When:  Tuesday, November 30, 9AM - 12PM
Where:  Virginia Northland Office Center Room 3B

When:  Tuesday, December 7, 9AM - 12PM
Where:  Duluth GSC 705 (Employee Development Training Lab)

NOTE: Certain functionality (e.g. zoom to parcel, highlight 
parcel, and buffer a parcel) may not work for all areas of the 
county. To see where parcels are complete, in the map legend 
click the check box next to “Parcel Project Status”. 

It is anticipated that the Cadastral (Parcels) Geodatabase 
development will be completed in the spring of 2011. This 
database is the GIS spatial component to property ownership. 
Once complete, the database will be tied into the portal so 
that all functionality will work.
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Future Development: The Land Information Portal is in 
only its first phase of development. As departments and users 
identify other needed functions, and particularly data that 
they’d like to see added to the portal, the development team 
will evaluate and potentially develop these requests into future 
releases or updates.

It is envisioned that St. Louis County employees will begin by 
using the Land Information Portal to perform property informa-
tion lookups then expand their usage from there. Please check 
out the portal at http://nt-arcgis-prod/stlouisportal, or by click-
ing on your desktop icon. Continue to check back often as new 
enhancements will be added regularly.

Training Opportunities

Training

Future Developments & Ongoing Improvements

NOTE

  Map Optimization
  Additional Data Searches

  Email maps
  More Data Connections

  Imaged Documents
  Ongoing QA/QC efforts


