
 
                               COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AGENDA 
                     Board of Commissioners, St. Louis County, Minnesota 
 
                                                 September 2, 2014 
         Immediately following the Board Meeting, which begins at 9:30 A.M. 
 Commissioners’ Conference Room, St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and/or non-controversial and will be 
enacted by one unanimous motion.  If a commissioner requests, or a citizen wishes to speak on an item on 
the consent agenda, it will be removed and handled separately. 
 
Minutes of August 12, 2014 
 
Health & Human Services Committee, Commissioner Stauber, Chair 
1. Northern Habilitative Services Semi-Independent Living Services Contract  [14-318] 

 
Environment & Natural Resources Committee, Commissioner Dahlberg, Chair 
2. Approve Canister Site Compacted Solid Waste Haulage and Rescind County Board Resolution 

No. 14-351  [14-319] 
3. Special Sale to the Ely Economic Development Authority  [14-320] 
4. Award of Bid: 2014 Bud Capping Application  [14-321] 
 
Finance & Budget Committee, Commissioner Nelson, Chair 
 5.  Abatement List for Board Approval  [14-322] 
 6. Acceptance of County Veterans Service Office Operational Enhancement Grant  [14-323] 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
REGULAR AGENDA: 
For items on the Regular Agenda, citizens will be allowed to address the Board at the time a motion is on 
the floor. 
 
Health & Human Services Committee, Commissioner Stauber, Chair 
1. Applications for Appointments to the Heading Home St. Louis County Leadership Council  

[14-324] 
Resolution authorizing the County Auditor to advertise for interested persons to serve on the 
Heading Home St. Louis County Leadership Council. 
 

Public Works & Transportation Committee, Commissioner Raukar, Chair 
1. Award of Bid: Bridge Project in Portage Township  [14-325] 
 Resolution authorizing an award of bid to low bidder KGM Contracts, Inc., of Angora, MN. 
 
Finance & Budget Committee, Commissioner Nelson, Chair 
1. Unorganized Township Road Levy – FY 2015  [14-326] 
 Resolution certifying the levy for Unorganized Township Road Maintenance for tax year 2015. 
2. HRA 2015 Proposed Levy  [14-327] 
 Resolution certifying the HRA maximum property tax levy for tax year 2015. 
3. Hibbing Motor Pool Canopy Construction Project  [14-328] 

Resolution authorizing an agreement with Lenci Enterprises of Virginia, MN for the construction 
of a motor pool canopy on the grounds of the Hibbing Annex/Courthouse. 



 
4. State Auditor’s Management and Compliance Report for St. Louis County  [14-329] 

County Auditor Dicklich and Finance & Budget Chair Commissioner Nelson will be present to 
lead the discussion. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION ITEMS AND REPORTS: 
At this time, Commissioners may introduce items for discussion or report on past and future activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADJOURNED: 
 
NEXT COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING DATES: 
September 9, 2014 Commissioners’ Conference Room, Duluth, MN  
September 23, 2014 Babbitt City Hall, 71 South Drive, Babbitt, MN 
October 7, 2014 Commissioners’ Conference Room, Duluth, MN 
 
BARRIER FREE:  All St. Louis County Board meetings are accessible to the handicapped.  Attempts 
will be made to accommodate any other individual needs for special services.  Please contact St. Louis 
County Property Management (218-725-5085) early so necessary arrangements can be made. 
 



  

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
ST. LOUIS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
Tuesday, August 12, 2014 

 
Location: Floodwood Fair Building, Floodwood, Minnesota 
 
Present: Commissioners Jewell, Boyle, Dahlberg, Stauber, Nelson, Raukar, and Chair Forsman 
 
Absent: None 
 
Convened: Chair Forsman called the meeting to order at 10:11 a.m. 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Raukar/Nelson moved to approve the consent agenda.  The motion passed. (7-0) 
 

• Minutes of August 5, 2014 
• Authorize PHHS Department to Enter into Contracts with Chore Services Providers and for 

Home Modification Projects [14-301] 
• Cancellation of Contract for Repurchase of State Tax Forfeited Land – Schweiger [14-302] 
• Reinstatement of a Contract Repurchase of State Tax Forfeited Land – Friend [14-303] 
• Public Sale of State Tax Forfeited Properties on October 9, 2014 [14-304] 
• Purchase of Pile Driver/Extractor [14-305] 
• Property Management Office Remodeling Construction Services Agreement [14-306] 
• Thermal Energy Agreements with Ever-Green Energy – Duluth [14-307] 
• Establish Public Hearing to Consider Allegations of Liquor Law Violation – Bimbo’s Inc. 

(French Township) – 9:40 a.m., Tuesday, September 23, 2014, Babbitt City Hall, Babbitt, MN 
[14-308] 

• Establish Public Hearing to Consider Allegations of Liquor Law Violation – Martinson Log 
Cabin, Inc. (Angora Township) – 9:45 a.m., Tuesday, September 23, 2014, Babbitt City Hall, 
Babbitt, MN [14-309] 

• Establish Public Hearing to Consider Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License (Unorganized 
Township 56-17) – 9:50 a.m., Tuesday, September 23, 2014, Babbitt City Hall, Babbitt, MN 
[14-310] 

________________________________________________________________________ 
REGULAR AGENDA 
 
Environment & Natural Resources Committee 
 
A discussion was held regarding Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention Aid.  Barb Hayden, Director of 
Planning and Community Development, discussed the program.  At 10:51 a.m. discussion of this topic 
was ended to begin discussion of the time specific 2015 Public Safety Budget presentation. 
 
A recess was taken from 10:51 a.m. – 11:01 a.m. 
 
 



  

Finance & Budget Committee 
 
A presentation and discussion occurred regarding the 2015 Public Safety Budget.  St. Louis County 
Deputy Administrator Linnea Mirsch, County Attorney Mark Rubin, Sheriff Ross Litman, and 
Arrowhead Regional Corrections Executive Director Kay Arola, discussed public safety trends and 
budget goals.   
 
Environment & Natural Resources Committee 
 
Discussion resumed regarding Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention Aid until 12:23 p.m. 
  
Public Works & Transportation Committee 
 
Dahlberg/Raukar moved to award a bid to A+ Landscaping, LLC, Duluth, MN, in the amount of 
$173,839.00 for project SAP 69-654-005/WO 204676 (Storm) located on County State Aid Highway 
(CSAH) 54/Piedmont Avenue between CSAH 91/Haines Road and North 24th Avenue West in 
Duluth, MN [14-258]. The motion passed. (7-0)    
 
Nelson/Rauker moved to award a bid to Greystone Construction Co. of Shakopee, MN in the amount 
of $485,800.00 for the construction of a salt-sand storage building in Virginia.  The motion passed. (7-
0) 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
Commissioner Nelson spoke about the North Shore Soil and Water Conservation and how people need 
help through the regulatory process.   
 
Commissioner Nelson pointed out two corrections to an article relating to the land swap discussion 
held during the August 5, 2014 St. Louis County Board meeting.  The article incorrectly stated 
Commissioner Nelson moved the resolution relating to the Sale of State Tax Forfeited (Class B) 
Lands; the resolution was moved by Commissioner Dahlberg and supported by Commissioner Nelson.  
The article also incorrectly stated that Commissioner Nelson left the Board meeting early; the official 
record indicates Commissioner Nelson was present until the meeting was adjourned.  Commissioner 
Nelson discussed safety concerns and research he has done relating the land involved in the proposed 
land swap.   
 
Chair Forsman noted that after reviewing Commissioner Nelson’s research information, he agrees 
there is a public safety issue. 
 
At 12:43 p.m., Nelson/Dahlberg moved to adjourn the Committee of the Whole meeting.  The motion 
passed.  (7-0) 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Mike Forsman, Chair of the County Board 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Phil Chapman, Clerk of the County Board 



BOARD LETTER NO. 14 - 318 
 

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE CONSENT NO. 1  
 

BOARD AGENDA NO.  
 

DATE: September 2, 2014   RE: Northern Habilitative Services 
Semi-Independent Living 
Services Contract  

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
County Administrator 
 
Ann M. Busche, Director 
Public Health & Human Services 

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Adults will live in the least restrictive living arrangements that meet their health and 
safety needs.  Adults will be self-sufficient, providing for their own welfare and that of 
their children. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize a new agreement for Semi-
Independent Living Services (SILS) with Northern Habilitative Services, Inc. (NHS) of 
Chisholm, MN. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The St. Louis County Board has had an agreement with H.O.M.E.S., Inc. to provide 
SILS in Hibbing and Virginia for over twenty years.  NHS has acquired the northern 
Minnesota business operations of H.O.M.E.S., Inc. to include the SILS services that are 
based in Hibbing and Virginia, effective August 1, 2014.  NHS plans to continue 
providing SILS to customers with developmental disabilities effective August 1, 2014. 
 
Semi-independent living services are paid for by state funding with a 30% county match.  
The current rate for SILS is $27.76 per hour as adopted by the County Board on August 
5, 2014 by Board Resolution No. 14-433. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board authorize a purchase of service 
contract with Northern Habilitative Services, Inc. of Chisholm, MN, for the purchase of 
Semi-Independent Living Services effective August 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015 at 
the rate of $27.76 per hour, to be accounted for in Fund 230, Agency 232006, Object 
605200. 



Northern Habilitative Services Semi-Independent Living Services Contract  
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER _____________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, St. Louis County purchases Semi-Independent Living Services 
(SILS) for residents with developmental disabilities; and   
 
 WHEREAS, Contracts for these services were renewed with H.O.M.E.S., Inc. on 
August 5, 2014 as authorized by County Board Resolution No. 14-433; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Northern Habilitative Services, Inc. (NHS) of Chisholm, MN has 
acquired the northern Minnesota business operations of H.O.M.E.S., Inc., to include the 
SILS services that are based in Hibbing and Virginia, effective August 1, 2014; and 
 
 WHEREAS, NHS is prepared and qualified to continue providing SILS services to 
clients in this area; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Public Health and Human Services Department recognizes an 
ongoing need for SILS and supports a contract with NHS to provide these services in 
St. Louis County; 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board authorize the 
appropriate county officials to execute a purchase of service contract with Northern 
Habilitative Services, Inc. of Chisholm, MN, for the purchase of Semi-Independent 
Living Services effective August 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015 at the rate of $27.76 per 
hour, to be accounted for in Fund 230, Agency 232006, Object 605200.  

 
 



 

BOARD LETTER NO.  14 - 319 
 

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CONSENT NO. 2  

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.   

 
 
DATE: September 2, 2014 RE: Approve Canister Site 

Compacted Solid Waste 
Haulage Contracts and 
Rescind County Board 
Resolution No. 14-351 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
 County Administrator 
 
  
RELATED DEPARTMENTAL GOAL: 
To pursue effective and efficient waste management programs to enhance services to 
residents and businesses. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize contracts with Waste 
Management Inc. and Northern Minnesota Recycling to provide haulage of compacted 
mixed solid waste from county canister sites to the Virginia Regional Landfill, and 
rescind County Board Resolution No. 14-351, dated June 10, 2014. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
In May 2014, private companies were asked to bid on waste haulage for canister sites 
grouped together based on geographic location and the disposal site.  The bidding 
proposed a charge for each time containers were hauled from the canister sites to the 
Regional Landfill and emptied. The contract term is two (2) years, with two additional 
one-year extensions. The current canister site compacted waste haulage contracts 
expired June 30, 2014. 
 
County Board Resolution No. 14-351 authorized the appropriate county officials to enter 
into contracts with the low bidders for this service. However, the resolution only shows 
annual totals and these are two year contracts. County Board authorization is necessary 
for the total cost of the full two year contracts. 
 
To keep the cost of haulage as low as possible, a fuel adjustment clause was included 
in the request for bids. The fuel price was set on the day of bid opening and 
compensation or reimbursement will be calculated each month.  
 



 

The bid prices were as follows: 

Canister Site: Annual 
Cost 

Two Year 
Total 

Cotton Northern MN Recycling (Virginia) $185/pull $3,145 $6,290
Waste Management Inc.    $203/pull $3,451 

County 77 Waste Management Inc. (Duluth) $190/pull $5,320 $10,640
Northern MN Recycling $195/pull $5,460 

French Northern MN Recycling $195/pull $6,630 $13,260
Waste Management Inc. $198/pull $6,732 

Lavell Northern MN Recycling $165/pull $6,600 $13,200
Waste Management Inc.  $175/pull $7,000 

Orr Northern MN Recycling $235/pull $3,290 $6,580

Portage Northern MN Recycling $290/pull $2,610 $5,220

Soudan Waste Management Inc.  $190/pull $9,880 $19,760
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board authorize acceptance of the lowest 
bid for each of the sites listed above at an estimated contract cost of $30,400 with 
Waste Management Inc. and an estimated contract cost of $44,550 with Northern 
Minnesota Recycling, plus possible fuel adjustment charges, payable from Fund 600, 
Agency 603001. It is also recommended that County Board Resolution No. 14-351, 
dated June 10, 2014, be rescinded. 
 
  



 

 
 
 

Approve Canister Site Compacted Solid Waste Haulage Contracts 
and Rescind County Board Resolution No. 14-351 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ________________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, St. Louis County requires a contractor to haul compacted mixed 
solid waste from its canister sites to the Regional Landfill for disposal; and 
  
 WHEREAS, The haulage service was competitively bid in May 2014 with bids 
received on each site; and 
 
 WHEREAS, County Board Resolution No. 14-351, dated June 10, 2014 
authorized annual contract costs; however these are two year contracts and County 
Board authorization is necessary for the total of the full two year contracts; 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board authorizes 
two year contracts beginning July 1, 2014, with the option of two additional one-year 
extensions, with Waste Management Inc. for an estimated contract cost of $30,400 plus 
possible fuel adjustment charges and Northern Minnesota Recycling for an estimated 
contract cost of $44,550 plus possible fuel adjustment charges payable from Fund 600, 
Agency 603001. 

Canister Site: Annual 
Cost 

Two Year 
Total 

Cotton Northern MN Recycling (Virginia)  $185/pull $3,145 $6,290
   

County 77 Waste Management Inc. (Duluth) $190/pull $5,320 $10,640
   

French Northern MN Recycling $195/pull $6,630 $13,260
     

Lavell Northern MN Recycling $165/pull $6,600 $13,200
    

Orr Northern MN Recycling $235/pull $3,290 $6,580

Portage Northern MN Recycling $290/pull $2,610 $5,220

Soudan Waste Management Inc.  $190/pull $9,880 $19,760
 

 RESOLVED FURTHER, That County Board Resolution No. 14-351, dated June 
10, 2014, is rescinded.     



~
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Resolution
ofthe

Board ofCounty Commissioners
St. Louis County, Minnesota

Adopted on: June 10,2014 Resolution No. 14-351
Offered by Commissioner: Nelson

Canister Site Compacted Solid Waste Haulage

WHEREAS, St. Louis County requires a contractor to haul compacted mixed solid waste from its
canister sites to the Regional Landfill for disposal; and

WHEREAS, The haulage service was competitively bid in May 2014 with bids received on each
site;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board authorizes a two-year contract
beginning July I, 2014, with the option of two (2) additional one-year extensions, for an estimated annual
cost of $37,475 plus possible fuel adjustment charges, payable from Fund 600, Agency 603001, with the
following haulers for the amount listed per haul:

Canister Site

Cotton Northern MN Recycling $185/haul

County 77 Waste Management, Inc. $190/haul

French Northern MN Recycling $195/haul

Lavell Northern MN Recycling $165/haul

Orr Northern MN Recycling $235/haul

Portage Northern MN Recycling $290/haul

Soudan Waste Management, Inc. $190/haul

Commissioner Nelson moved the adoption of the Resolution and it was declared adopted upon the following vote:
Yeas - Commissioners Jewell, Boyle, Dahlberg, Nelson, Raukar and Vice-Chair Stauber - 6
Nays - None
Absent - Chair Forsman - 1

STATE OF MINNESOTA
Office of County Auditor, ss.

County of St. Louis

I, DONALD DICKLlCH, Auditor of the County of St. Louis, do hereby certify that I have compared the foregoing with the original resolution filed in my
office on the 10th day of June, A.D. 2014, and that this is a true and correct copy.

WITNESS MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE at Duluth, Minnesota, this 10th day of June, A.D" 2014.

DONALD DICKLlCH, COUNTY AUDITOR

By

Deputy Auditor/Clerk of the County Board



BOARD LETTER NO. 14 - 320 
 

          ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CONSENT NO. 3 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.  

 
 

DATE: September 2, 2014   RE: Special Sale to the Ely 
Economic Development 
Authority 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
County Administrator 

 
Mark Weber, Director 
Land and Minerals 

 
Donald Dicklich 
County Auditor 

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENTAL GOALS: 
Financial return to the county and taxing districts.  
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize the sale of state tax forfeited 
lands to the Ely Economic Development Authority (EEDA). 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The EEDA has asked to acquire two parcels of state tax forfeited land for the purpose of 
economic redevelopment:  
 
030-0010-01020 – LOTS 9 AND 10, BLOCK 9, ELY (State Theater) 
030-0010-01040 – LOTS 11 AND 12, BLOCK 9, ELY (Salerno Building) 
 
These properties are considered blighted by the City of Ely, as they are vacant, 
deteriorating and pose a potential public safety hazard as bricks continue to fall off the 
alley side of the buildings.   Minnesota Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1a. (d.) allows for non-
conservation tax forfeited land to be sold to a governmental subdivision for less than 
market value to correct blighted conditions.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve the following sale of state 
tax forfeited lands to the EEDA: 
 
Parcel 030-0010-01020: $500 plus the following fees: 3% assurance fee of $15, deed 
fee of $25, deed tax of $1.65, and recording fee of $46; for a total of $587.65, to be 
deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 
 
Parcel 030-0010-01040: $5,000 plus the following fees: 3% assurance fee of $150, 
deed fee of $25, deed tax of $16.50, and recording fee of $46; for a total of $5,237.50, 
to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 
 



Special Sale to the Ely Economic Development Authority  
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ____________________________________________________  
 
 

WHEREAS, The Ely Economic Development Authority has requested to 
purchase the following described state tax forfeited land for the price of $500, plus fees, 
for the purpose of economic redevelopment: 
 

Legal: City of Ely 
LOTS 9 AND 10, BLOCK 9, ELY 

 Parcel Code: 030-0010-01020 
LDKey: 118207 

 
WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1(a) authorizes the sale of state tax 

forfeited land to an organized governmental subdivision for any public purpose for which 
the subdivision is authorized to acquire property; and 
 

WHEREAS, This parcel of land has not been withdrawn from sale pursuant to 
Minn. Stat. § 85.012, 92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8; and 282.018, and other statutes that 
require the withholding of state tax forfeited lands from sale; and  

 
WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1a.(d) allows for non-conservation tax 

forfeited land to be sold to a governmental subdivision for less than market value if a 
reduced price is necessary to provide an incentive to correct blighted conditions; and 
 

WHEREAS, This parcel of land has been classified as non-conservation land 
pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 282.01; 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board approves the 
sale of state tax forfeited land, as described, to the Ely Economic Development 
Authority for the price of $500 plus the following fees: 3% assurance fee of $15, deed 
fee of $25, deed tax of $1.65, and recording fee of $46; for a total of $587.65, to be 
deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

 
RESOLVED FURTHER, That the St. Louis County Auditor shall offer for sale at 

public auction the state tax forfeited land described here if the Ely Economic 
Development Authority does not purchase the land by December 31, 2014.  
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Special Sale to the Ely Economic Development Authority 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ____________________________________________________  
 
 

WHEREAS, The Ely Economic Development Authority has requested to 
purchase the following described state tax forfeited land for the price of $5,000, plus 
fees, for the purpose of economic redevelopment: 
 

Legal: City of Ely 
LOTS 11 AND 12, BLOCK 9, ELY  
Parcel Code: 030-0010-01040 
LDKey: 105074 

 
WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1(a) authorizes the sale of state tax 

forfeited land to an organized governmental subdivision for any public purpose for which 
the subdivision is authorized to acquire property; and 
 

WHEREAS, This parcel of land has not been withdrawn from sale pursuant to 
Minn. Stat. § 85.012, 92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8; and 282.018, and other statutes that 
require the withholding of state tax forfeited lands from sale; and  

 
WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1a.(d) allows for non-conservation tax 

forfeited land to be sold to a governmental subdivision for less than market value if a 
reduced price is necessary to provide an incentive to correct blighted conditions; and 
 

WHEREAS, This parcel of land has been classified as non-conservation land 
pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 282.01; 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board approves the 
sale of state tax forfeited land, as described, to the Ely Economic Development 
Authority for the price of $5,000 plus the following fees: 3% assurance fee of $150, 
deed fee of $25, deed tax of $16.50, and recording fee of $46; for a total of $5,237.50, 
to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

 
RESOLVED FURTHER, That the St. Louis County Auditor shall offer for sale at 

public auction the state tax forfeited land described here if the Ely Economic 
Development Authority does not purchase the land by December 31, 2014.  
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BOARD LETTER NO. 14 - 321 
 

          ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CONSENT NO. 4 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.  

 
 
DATE:  September 2, 2014   RE: Award of Bid: 2014 Bud 

Capping Application 
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator  
 

Mark Weber 
Land Commissioner 

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENTAL GOAL: 
To maintain and improve the health and productivity of the forest. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize a contract with Northwoods 
Forestry, Eleva, WI, for 2014 Bud Capping Application. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The St. Louis County Land and Minerals Department seeks to minimize the effects of 
deer and rabbit browse on its one to five year old plantations. The application of a “bud 
cap” over the terminal bud to protect the seedlings during the winter and spring months 
has proven to be effective. The 2014 Land and Minerals Department budget includes 
funding for bud capping 2,179.5 acres of state tax forfeited lands. Twelve potential 
vendors were notified by postcard and DemandStar.   
 
Bids, comprised of fifteen tracts of various acreage, were received from the following 
vendors:   
       Bid Amount 
Northwoods Forestry, Eleva, WI  $  65,697.05 
E.K. Forestry, Jerome, ID    $108,697.00 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board authorize a contract for 2014 Bud 
Capping Application with Northwoods Forestry, Eleva, WI, at its low bid of $65,697.05 
on fifteen tracts, payable from Fund 290, Agency 29001. 
  



  
Award of Bid: 2014 Bud Capping Application 

 
 

BY COMMISSIONER___________________________________________ 
 
 

WHEREAS, The St. Louis County Land and Minerals Department seeks to 
minimize the effects of deer and rabbit browse on its one to five year old plantations 
through a bud capping application to tree seedlings; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Land and Minerals Department has identified 2,179.5 acres for 
treatment in 2014; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Purchasing Division solicited bids for Bud Capping Application 
on state tax forfeited lands for the year of 2014; and 

 
WHEREAS, Northwoods Forestry, Eleva, WI, submitted the low bid of 

$65,697.05 on fifteen tracts;  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board authorizes 

the appropriate county officials to execute a contract with Northwoods Forestry of Eleva, 
WI, in the amount of $65,697.05 for Bud Capping Application on state tax forfeited lands 
during the fall of 2014, in accordance with the specifications of Bid No. 5171, payable 
from Fund 290, Agency 29001, subject to approval by the County Attorney.  

 
  



 
BOARD LETTER NO.  14 - 322     

 
 

FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE CONSENT NO.  5   
 
  

BOARD AGENDA NO.   
 
 
DATE: September 2, 2014   RE: Abatement List for Board 

Approval 
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 

County Administrator 
 
Mark Monacelli, Director 
Public Records & Property Valuation 

 
  David L. Sipila 
  County Assessor 
 
   
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
The County Assessor will meet all state mandates for classifying and valuing taxable 
parcels for property tax purposes as outlined in Minn. Stat. § 270 through 273. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to approve the attached abatements. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The intent of abatements is to provide equitable treatment to individual taxpayers while 
at the same time exercising prudence with the tax monies due to the taxing authorities 
within St Louis County. Abatements are processed in conformance with St. Louis 
County Board Resolution No. 861, dated November 30, 1993, outlining the Board’s 
policy on abatement of ad valorem taxes. This Policy provides direction for the 
abatement of: 1) Current year taxes; 2) Current year penalty and costs; 3) Past year 
taxes; and 4) Past year penalty, interest, and costs.   
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve the attached list of 
abatements. 



 Abatement List for Board Approval 
 

 
BY COMMISSIONER ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
 RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board approves the applications for 
abatements, correction of assessed valuations and taxes plus penalty and interest, and 
any additional accrual, identified in County Board File No. 59797. 
 
 
 
 
 



Abatements Submitted for Approval by the St. Louis County Board

on 9/9/2014

8/25/2014

10:05:13AM

Page 1 of 2

PARCEL CODE AUD NBR NAME TYPE LOCATION REASON REDUCTIONAPPRAISER YEAR

Hibbing 140  60  2850 0  15295 R HOMESTEAD  290.58Tim MaroltAHO, DUANE 2014

63-17 698  76  130 0  15296 R VALUATION  122.72Shannon CairnsAMSLER, GREGORY 2014

City of Duluth 10  480  750 0  15297 R HOMESTEAD  407.36Mike BusickBERG, STEPHEN 2014

City of Duluth 10  880  3320 0  15311 R HOMESTEAD  351.30Frank CarverBLOXHAM, ERIN 2014

Ely 30  280  130 0  15298 R HOMESTEAD  603.76Andrew OlsonBOLTE, VERONICA 2014

City of Duluth 10  2710  5905 0  15312 R HOMESTEAD  334.90Frank CarverBORNDAL, ERIC 2014

Gilbert 60  50  560 00140  15313 M PP CANCEL  232.72Mason CouvierCARPENTER, RONALD 2014

City of Duluth 10  3510  6260 0  15315 R HOMESTEAD  380.00Mike BusickELDER, JASON 2014

City of Duluth 10  2741  180 0  15299 R HOMESTEAD  328.12Mike BusickENG, CHRISTOPHER 2014

Hermantown 395  49  30 0  15314 R HOMESTEAD  400.86Noah MittlefehldtHARTWIG, BRENT 2014

City of Duluth 10  4110  1140 5515  15300 M DISABILITY  171.34Colin PaytonHOFFMAN, JUDITH 2014

City of Duluth 10  4110  1140 0256  15301 M DISABILITY  104.98Frank CarverJAKUBEK, PEGGY 2014

City of Duluth 10  4110  1140 10340  15302 M DISABILITY  248.74Frank CarverJAKUBEK, STANLEY 2014

City of Duluth 10  2270  1180 0  15316 R HOMESTEAD  412.80Frank CarverJEANETTA, M DANIELLE 2014

City of Duluth 10  2120  1530 0  15317 R HOMESTEAD  411.46Mike BusickJOHNSON, JUSTIN 2014

City of Duluth 10  2710  7075 0  15318 R HOMESTEAD  345.84Frank CarverJOSEPH, DAVID 2014

City of Duluth 10  4520  16120 0  15319 R HOMESTEAD  366.36Mike BusickKOSCHAK, DAVID 2014

Hermantown 395  10  2952 2039  15320 M HOMESTEAD  152.24Noah MittlefehldtMC DONNELL, BARBARA. 2014

City of Duluth 10  580  1790 0  15303 R HOMESTEAD  393.68Mike BusickMURRAY, KATIE 2014

Canosia 280  15  212 0  15321 R VETERAN DISABILITY  139.08Lana AndersonPAPPAS, DAVID 2014

City of Duluth 10  133  200 01007  15304 M PP CANCEL  21.22Colin PaytonPLEASANT VIEW MOB ES 2014

City of Duluth 10  1350  7450 0  15305 R HOMESTEAD  757.26Bruce EichornROMANOFF, STEPHANIE 2014

City of Duluth 10  4110  1140 7450  15322 M VALUATION  40.32Colin PaytonROSAND, DARLENE 2014

City of Duluth 10  2710  5460 0  15323 R HOMESTEAD  157.20Frank CarverSCHEFFLER, JESSICA 2014

Aurora 100  30  1060 0  15306 R HOMESTEAD  364.04Tom CarlsonSCHLICK, EUGENE F 2013

City of Duluth 10  2460  380 0  15307 R HOMESTEAD  271.16Bemen CarlsonSCHMIDT, ROBERT 2014

Gilbert 60  10  1250 0  15308 R HOMESTEAD  86.22Mason CouvierSORTEDAHL, KRAIG 2014

FREDENBERG 365  6000  51915 0  15309 R HOMESTEAD  564.54Dave ChristensenSTOCKE, MARTIN 2014

Babbitt 105  20  340 0  15310 R HOMESTEAD  665.76David HillstromTINDAL, JAMES 2014

City of Duluth 10  540  75 0  15324 R HOMESTEAD  233.74Frank CarverTONNIS, KAREN 2014

City of Duluth 10  2710  8070 0  15325 R HOMESTEAD  277.50Frank CarverWHITMORE, HAROLD 2014

Sturgeon 545  10  2480 0  15328 R VALUATION  67.48Shannon CairnsWILENIUS, LEO JR 2014

Sturgeon 545  10  2481 0  15329 R VALUATION  66.08Shannon CairnsWILENIUS, LEO JR. 2012

Sturgeon 545  10  2481 0  15330 R VALUATION  67.80Shannon CairnsWILENIUS, LEO JR. 2013



Page 2 of 2

PARCEL CODE AUD NBR NAME TYPE LOCATION REASON REDUCTIONAPPRAISER YEAR

Sturgeon 545  10  2481 0  15331 R VALUATION  67.48Shannon CairnsWILENIUS, LEO JR. 2014

Sturgeon 545  10  2480 0  15326 R VALUATION  66.04Shannon CairnsWILENIUS, LEO JR. 2012

Sturgeon 545  10  2480 0  15327 R VALUATION  67.76Shannon CairnsWILENIUS, LEO JR. 2013



BOARD LETTER NO. 14 – 323 
  

FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE CONSENT NO.  6 
 
 

BOARD AGENDA NO. 
 
  

DATE: September 2, 2014  RE: Acceptance of County Veterans  
       Service Office Operational  
       Enhancement Grant  
FROM: Kevin Gray 

County Administrator 
 
Sherry Rodriguez 
County Veterans Service Officer 
 

 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
To assist eligible veterans and their dependents in obtaining all benefits to which they 
are entitled from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, the Minnesota Department of 
Veterans Affairs and other agencies providing veterans’ services. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to accept a County Veterans Service Office 
(CVSO) Operational Enhancement Grant from the Minnesota Department of Veterans 
Affairs (MDVA). 
 
BACKGROUND: 
During the 2013 Legislative Session, the structure of the CVSO grant program was 
modified and state funding increased. The improved program provides an annual base 
grant to all 87 Minnesota counties in the amount of $7,500. In addition to the base grant, 
each county is eligible for another funding amount based on the county’s veteran 
population as determined by the United Veterans Administration. St. Louis County will 
receive an additional $10,000 based on this formula. 
 
Counties have until June 1, 2015 to spend the allocated money on qualified items.   
By that date, the funds must be spent, documentation of the qualified expenditures 
received by the MDVA, and any unused funds returned. In order to access the grant 
funding, a certified County Board Resolution and signed Grant Contract must be 
received.   
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board authorize the acceptance of a 
County Veterans Service Office Enhancement Grant from the Minnesota Department of 
Veterans Affairs for $17,500 deposited into Fund 100, Agency 124999, Grant 12403, 
Year 2013. 



Acceptance of County Veterans Service Office Operational Enhancement Grant 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER________________________________________ 
 
 

WHEREAS, During the 2013 Legislative Session, the structure of the County 
Veterans Service Office Enhancement Grant program was modified and state funding 
increased to provide an annual base grant to all 87 Minnesota counties in the amount of 
$7,500 plus an additional allocation based on each counties’ veterans population to be 
used for the purpose of enhancing the benefits programs and services provided to 
Minnesota veterans; and 
 

WHEREAS, On July 29, 2014, St. Louis County received notice from the 
Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs (MDVA) that the County Veterans 
Operational Enhancement Grant was allocated in the amount of a $7,500 base grant 
and an additional $10,000 based upon the estimated veterans population residing in the 
county; and 

 
WHEREAS, Counties have until June 1, 2015 to spend the allocated money on 

qualified items, and by that date, the funds must be spent, documentation of the 
qualified expenditures received by the MDVA, and any unused funds returned; and 

 
WHEREAS, In order to access the grant funding, a certified County Board 

Resolution and signed Grant Contract must be received by the Minnesota Department 
of Veterans Affairs (MDVA); 

    
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board agrees to 

enter into the attached Grant Contract with the Minnesota Department of Veterans 
Affairs to conduct the following Program: County Veterans Service Office Enhancement 
Grant, in the amount of $17,500, and authorizes the County Auditor and the appropriate 
county officials to execute the Grant Contract for the above mentioned Program on 
behalf of the county; 

 
RESOLVED FURTHER, That the grant must be used to provide outreach to the 

county’s veterans; assist in the reintegration of combat veterans into society; to 
collaborate with other social service agencies, educational institutions, and other 
community organizations for the purposes if enhancing services offered to veterans; to 
reduce homelessness among veterans; and to enhance the operations of the County 
Veterans Service Office, as specified in Minnesota Laws 2013 Chapter 142, Article 4; 
and that this Grant should not be used to supplant or replace other funding; 

 
RESOLVED FURTHER, The St. Louis County Veterans Service Office 2014 

proposed budget is amended to include receipt of $17,500 from the MNDVA, with funds 
deposited into Fund 100, Agency 124999, Grant 12403, Year 2014. 











 BOARD LETTER NO. 14 – 324 
 

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE NO. 1 
 

BOARD AGENDA NO.  
  
 
DATE: September 2, 2014   RE: Applications for Appointments 

to the Heading Home St. Louis 
County Leadership Council  

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
County Administrator 

 
Ann Busche, Director 
Public Health & Human Services 

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Adults will be self-sufficient, providing for their own welfare and that of their children. 
Adults will live in the least restrictive living arrangement that meets their health and 
safety needs.  
 
ACTION REQUESTED:   
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize the County Auditor to advertise 
county wide for interested persons to serve on the Heading Home St. Louis County 
Leadership Council.   
 
BACKGROUND:   
On June 14, 2011, the St. Louis County Board adopted Resolution No. 11-339 changing 
the committee structure of the Heading Home St. Louis County Ten Year Plan to End 
Homelessness, whereby a Leadership Council was created to serve as the governing 
body for the local Continuum of Care and the Ten Year Plan.  A similar resolution was 
adopted by the Duluth City Council on June 13, 2011.  Nine of the fifteen members of 
the Leadership Council are appointed by the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 
and six members are appointed by the Duluth City Council.  Three-year terms for these 
appointments have been staggered to ensure continuity. The Public Health and Human 
Services Department would like to update the list of persons interested in a county 
appointment to the Leadership Council in preparation for filling current and anticipated 
openings.   
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis Board authorize the County Auditor to advertise 
county wide for interested persons to serve on the Heading Home St. Louis County 
Leadership Council by notifying county newspapers and posting the application on the 
county’s website.   



Applications for Appointments to the Heading Home  
St. Louis County Leadership Council 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ______________________________________________                                  
 
 

WHEREAS, On June 14, 2011, the St. Louis County Board adopted Resolution 
No. 11-339 changing the committee structure of the Heading Home St. Louis County 
Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness, whereby a Leadership Council was created to 
serve as the governing body for the local Continuum of Care and the Ten Year Plan; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, Nine of the fifteen members of the Heading Home St. Louis County 

Leadership Council are appointed by the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and 
six members are appointed by the Duluth City Council; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Current and future openings on the Leadership Council will exist for 
which the assistance of the County Auditor is requested in order to advertise for 
interested persons to serve;  
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board authorizes 
the County Auditor to advertise county wide for applicants for County Board 
appointments to the Heading Home St. Louis County Leadership Council, thus 
maintaining a current and active list of potential appointees.  
 
 
 
 



 
COMMITTEE VOLUNTEERS 

 
 
The St. Louis County is seeking interested citizens to be a part of the homeless 
programs advisory committee. This Leadership Council acts as a neutral party in 
making decisions, in conjunction with funding sources, on behalf of homeless people 
and those at risk of homelessness in St. Louis County.   
 
Members are appointed by either the City Council of Duluth or the St. Louis County 
Board of Commissioners. Current St. Louis County appointment openings are for:  one 
corrections representative, one Rural Housing Coalition Representative, and one at-
large representative. 
 
If you are interested in applying for a county appointment to the Leadership Team, 
call (218) 726-2096 for a paper application or visit the County Web site at: 
http://www.stlouiscountymn.gov/Portals/0/Library/government/Boards-n-
Committees/CDBG%20Citizen%20Advisory/Application-Citizen-Advisory-
Committee-Commission-or-Board.pdf 
 
Deadline to apply is September 30, 2014. 
 
If you already have an application on file there is no need to re-apply. 
 

 



 
 BOARD LETTER NO. 14 - 325 
 
 
 PUBLIC WORKS & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE NO.  1   
 
  

  BOARD AGENDA NO.   
 
 
DATE: September 2, 2014   RE: Award of Bid:  Bridge Project 

in Portage Township 
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 

County Administrator 
 
James T. Foldesi 
Public Works Director/Highway Engineer  

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Provide a safe, well maintained road and bridge system. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize the award of a bridge project 
(Bridge 69K16) located in Portage Township. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
County staff is authorized under Resolution No. 88-381, dated May 24, 1988, to call for 
bids on projects which are already included in the budget document.  Bids were 
requested for a bridge project in Portage Township funded with St. Louis County local 
funds.   
 
A call for bids was received by the St. Louis County Public Works Department on 
August 21, 2014, for the project in accordance with the plans and specifications on file 
in the office of the County Highway Engineer:   

 
1. Project:  CP 0422-190851, Bridge 69K16 

Location:  On CR 422, 6.2 miles south of Crane Lake, over Unnamed 
Stream, length 0.11 miles 

Traffic:  69 
PQI:   N.A. 

 Construction: Bridge 69A16 and Approaches 
 Funding:  Fund 200, Agency 203326, Object 652800  

Anticipated Start Date:  October 6, 2014   
Anticipated Completion Date: December 6, 2014 
Engineer’s Estimate:  $184,572.00 
 



BIDS: 
KGM Contractors, Inc.  Angora, MN  $157,752.03  (-$26,819.97, -14.53%) 
Ulland Brothers, Inc.  Cloquet, MN  $179,914.00 
Utility Systems of America, Inc., Eveleth, MN $217,570.00 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board award CP 0422-190851, Bridge 
69K16 to low bidder KGM Contractors, Inc. of Angora, MN in the amount of 
$157,752.03, payable from Fund 200, Agency 203326, Object 652800.  



Award of Bid:  Bridge Project in Portage Township 
 

 
BY COMMISSIONER ____________________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, Bids have been received electronically by St. Louis County Public 
Works Department for the following project: 
 

CP 0422-190851, Bridge 69K16 located on CR 422, 6.2 miles south of Crane 
Lake, over Unnamed Stream 

 
 WHEREAS, Bids were opened in the Richard H. Hansen Transportation & Public 
Works Complex, Duluth, MN, on August 21, 2014, and the low responsible bid determined; 
  
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 
award on the above project to the low bidder. 
 
 LOW BIDDER     ADDRESS   AMOUNT
  
 KGM Contractors, Inc.  9211 Hwy. 53  $157,752.03 
      Angora, MN  55703 
 
 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the appropriate county officials are authorized to 

  approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to execute the bonds and contract for 
the above listed project payable from Fund 200, Agency 203326, Object 652800. 
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 BOARD LETTER NO.  14 - 326 
 
 
  FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE NO.  1   
 
  
  BOARD AGENDA NO.  
 
 
DATE: September 2, 2014   RE: Unorganized Township Road 

Levy – FY 2015 
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 

County Administrator 
 
  James T. Foldesi 
  Public Works Director/Highway Engineer 
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Provide a safe, well maintained road and bridge system. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to adopt a levy for the purpose of road and 
bridge maintenance and construction in unorganized townships. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Minnesota Laws 1995, Chapter 47 authorizes the county to pool unorganized town road 
levies pursuant to Minn. Stat. §163.06.  These levies are for the purpose of road and 
bridge maintenance and construction. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the county to act on 
behalf of the unorganized townships for the purpose of road and bridge maintenance 
and construction and adopt a levy of $1,582,000 for 2015. 



Unorganized Township Road Levy – FY 2015 
 

 
BY COMMISSIONER _______________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, Minnesota Laws 1995, Chapter 47, authorizes St. Louis County to 
pool unorganized town road levies pursuant to Minn. Stat. §163.06; 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board, acting on 
behalf of unorganized townships for the purpose of road and bridge maintenance and 
construction, adopts and certifies a maximum levy of $1,582,000 for the year 2015 to be 
levied only in such unorganized townships. 



 
 BOARD LETTER NO.  14 - 327   
 

 
FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE NO.  2    

  
 

   BOARD AGENDA NO.   
 
 
 

DATE: September 2, 2014   RE: HRA 2015 Proposed Levy 
 
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray  

County Administrator 
 

  Barbara Hayden 
  HRA Executive Director 
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Expanding affordable housing opportunities, maximizing financial resources, and 
promoting strategies that result in an expanded tax base. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to certify the St. Louis County Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority (HRA) maximum proposed property tax levy for 2015. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Minn. Stat. § 275.065 requires all special taxing districts to certify a proposed property 
tax levy to the County Auditor on or before September 15, 2014. The St. Louis County 
HRA has exercised the authority to levy since 1990. The HRA tax levy for 2015 is 
proposed at a zero percent increase over 2014 at $208,940. The HRA Board of 
Directors approved a proposed property tax levy for 2015 in the amount of $208,940 
and recommended that the St. Louis County Board certify the levy at this amount. 
Attached is a copy of the 2015 HRA budget. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:                                     
It is recommended the St. Louis County Board certify the St. Louis County HRA 
maximum proposed property tax levy for 2015 in the amount of $208,940. 
 



HRA Proposed 2015 Levy 
 

 
BY COMMISSIONER ______________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, The St. Louis County Housing and Redevelopment Authority must 
establish a maximum proposed property tax levy and have this amount certified by the 
St. Louis County Board by September 15, 2014; 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board certifies the 
Housing and Redevelopment Authority maximum property tax levy for 2015 in the 
amount of $208,940. 
 

 





 
BOARD LETTER NO.  14 - 328     

 
 

FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE NO.  3    
  
 

BOARD AGENDA NO.   
 
 

DATE: September 2, 2014   RE: Hibbing Motor Pool Canopy 
Construction Project 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 

Tony Mancuso, Director 
Property Management  

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
To perform deferred building maintenance, to bring facilities up to current building and life 
safety codes, to extend life cycle of facilities, and to increase building operational efficiency. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to approve a contract with Lenci Enterprises of 
Virginia, MN, for the construction of a motor pool canopy structure at the Hibbing area 
office campus. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Hibbing area motor pool cars (six) are presently located outside exposed to the 
elements. This is adverse to the service life of the vehicles which creates more vehicle care 
and maintenance, provides no security, makes snow removal difficult, and pool cars get 
mixed in with private vehicles. Property Management has determined that a motor pool 
canopy would be a viable solution to this problem. The project will include a project labor 
agreement. 
 
The Purchasing Division solicited bids which were opened on August 26, 2014 with the 
following results: 
 

Lenci Enterprises, Virginia, MN    $190,100 
Max Gray Construction, Hibbing, MN   $213,300 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board authorize an agreement for the 
construction of a motor pool vehicle canopy structure at the Hibbing Annex/Courthouse with 
Lenci Enterprises of Virginia, MN, in the amount of $190,100. Funding is available from 
Fund 400, Agency 400012. 



Hibbing Motor Pool Canopy Construction Project 
 

 
BY COMMISSIONER _________________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, The Hibbing area motor pool cars (six) are presently located outside in 
the elements resulting in shorter service life of the vehicles; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The construction of a vehicle canopy structure for the vehicles was 
determined to be a viable solution to the problem; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The St. Louis County Purchasing Division solicited bids which were 
opened on August 26, 2014 with Lenci Enterprises of Virginia, MN, being the low 
responsible bidder in the amount of $190,100; 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 
appropriate county officials to execute an agreement with Lenci Enterprices of Virginia MN, 
for the construction of the motor pool vehicle canopy structure at the Hibbing 
Annex/Courthouse, in the amount of $190,100, payable from Fund 400, Agency 400012. 
 

 
 



 
BOARD LETTER NO.  14 - 329    

 
 

FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE NO.  4    
  
 

BOARD AGENDA NO.   
 
 

DATE: September 2, 2014   RE: State Auditor’s Management and 
Compliance Report for St. Louis 
County 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 

Donald Dicklich 
County Auditor/Treasurer 

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
To provide professional finance and accounting services in compliance with best practices. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to have a discussion regarding the Management 
and Compliance Report for St. Louis County conducted by the State of Minnesota Office of 
the State Auditor. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
On July 24, 2014 the St. Louis County Board received the State Auditor’s Management and 
Compliance Report for year ended December 31, 2013. The Office of the State Auditor is 
required to audit the financial statements of governmental activities, the business-type 
activities, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information for St. Louis 
County on an annual basis. The report is attached. 
 
The County Auditor and Finance & Budget Chair Commissioner Nelson will be present to 
lead the discussion at the September 2, 2014 Committee of the Whole meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
No action is required by the County Board. 
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