
 
                           COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AGENDA 
                 Board of Commissioners, St. Louis County, Minnesota 
 
                                                February 12, 2013 
      Immediately following the Board Meeting, which begins at 9:30 A.M. 
       Hermantown City Hall, 5105 Maple Grove Road, Hermantown, MN 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and/or non-controversial and will be 
enacted by one unanimous motion.  If a commissioner requests, or a citizen wishes to speak on an item on 
the consent agenda, it will be removed and handled separately. 
 
Minutes of February 5, 2013 
 
Environment & Natural Resources Committee – Commissioner Nelson, Chair 
 1. Adjoining Owner Sales  [13-57] 
 2. Withdrawal of State Tax Forfeited Land from Memorial Forest Status  [13-58] 

 
Public Works & Transportation Committee – Commissioner Forsman, Chair 
 3. Request for Easement for Well and Water Utilities on County Fee Property (Hibbing)  [13-59] 
 4. Purchase of Base One Material for the 2013 Gravel Road Investment Program (GRIP)  [13-60] 
 
Finance & Budget Committee – Commissioner Raukar, Chair 
 5. Waiver of Ordinance No. 28, Section 11.05 – Billy’s (Rice Lake Township)  [13-61] 
 6. Lawful Gambling Application (Rice Lake Township)  [13-62] 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
REGULAR AGENDA: 
For items on the Regular Agenda, citizens will be allowed to address the Board at the time a motion is on 
the floor. 
  
Finance & Budget Committee – Commissioner Raukar, Chair 
1. Virginia Motor Pool Building Project – Purchase of Property from City of Virginia  [13-63] 

Resolution authorizing a purchase agreement with the City of Virginia for parcels necessary for 
the motor pool building project. 

2. Hibbing Annex HVAC Control System Replacement  [13-64] 
Resolution authorizing an agreement with Uhl Company of Maple Grove and Duluth, MN for the 
replacement of the HVAC building automation control system at the Hibbing Annex facility. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION ITEMS AND REPORTS: 
At this time, Commissioners may introduce items for discussion or report on past and future activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ADJOURNED: 
 
NEXT COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING DATES: 
February 26, 2013 City Council Chambers, City Hall, Hibbing, MN 
March 12, 2013 Commissioners’ Conference Room, Courthouse, Duluth, MN 
March 26, 2013 Public Works Facility, 2210 East Sheridan Street,  Ely, MN 
 
BARRIER FREE:  All St. Louis County Board meetings are accessible to the handicapped.  Attempts 
will be made to accommodate any other individual needs for special services.  Please contact St. Louis 
County Property Management (218-725-5085) early so necessary arrangements can be made. 



  

   COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
ST. LOUIS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Tuesday, February 5, 2013 
 

 
Location: County Board Room, St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN 
 
Present: Commissioners Jewell, O’Neil, Forsman, Stauber, Nelson, and Chair Dahlberg 
 
Absent: Commissioner Raukar. 
  
Convened: Chair Dahlberg called the meeting to order at 10:18 a.m. 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

 
Nelson/Stauber moved to approve the consent agenda. (6-0) 
 

• Minutes of January 22, 2013 
• CY 2013 Detox and Hold Services Contracts [13-37] 
• Agreement with the Community Health Board for Community Transformation Grant 

Objectives[13-38] 
• Amend Zoning Ordinance No. 46, Zoning Map [13-39] 
• Cancellation of Contract for Purchase of State Tax Forfeited Land – Lokken [13-40] 
• Cancellation of Contract for Repurchase of State Tax Forfeited Land – Schweiger [13-

41] 
• Repurchase of State Tax Forfeited Land – Truscott [13-42] 
• Agreement with MnDOT and Wisconsin Central LTD for Crossing Improvements – 

CSAH 59/Melrude Road (Ellsburg Township) [13-43] 
• Agreement with LHB Corp for Design Services – CSAH 89/57th Avenue West and 

Highland Street and County Bridge 812 (Duluth) [13-44] 
• Conveyance of Fee Land to Fulfill Contract for Deed – Virginia Hospital Property [13-

45] 
• Abatement List for Board Approval [13-46] 
• Auditor’s Service Center Project Design and Construction Administration [13-47] 
• Security Upgrades for the County Jail in Duluth [13-48] 
• Establish Public Hearing on FY 2013 Action Plan for CDBG, HOME and ESG Funding 

Tuesday, March 12, 2013, 9:45 a.m., St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN [13-49] 
 
 

REGULAR AGENDA 
 

Public Works & Transportation Committee 
 

Stauber/Forsman moved to authorize the award of bid for MP 44-1023, CP 1023 to Ulland 
Brothers of Cloquet, MN, in the amount of $722,833.87. [13-50] After further discussion, the 
motion passed.  (6-0)  
 
 

 



  

Finance & Budget Committee 
 
Jewell/O’Neil moved to authorize the appropriate county officials to enter into an agreement 
with Hallberg Engineering of White Bear Lake, Minnesota in an amount of $65,000.00 for the 
Duluth Courthouse HVAC system commissioning investigation, analysis, and report.  [13-51]   
After further discussion, the motion passed.  (6-0) 
 
O’Neil/Jewell moved to authorize a contract with Kraus-Anderson Construction of Duluth, 
Minnesota to provide for the final phase of window replacement at the Duluth Motor Pool in 
the amount of $72,397. [13-52]  After further discussion, the motion passed.  (6-0) 
 
Nelson/Forsman moved to authorize the appropriate county officials to enter into a 
professional service agreement with Damberg, Scott, Gerzina, Wagner Architects of Virginia 
and Duluth, Minnesota for the planning, design, construction and bid documents, project 
administration, and project close out for the Virginia Motor Pool construction project in an 
amount of $81,600. [13-53] After further discussion, motion passed.  (5-0, Jewell temporarily 
absent) 
 
Nelson/Forsman moved, without recommendation, to approve an initial payment of $115,000 
to the Arrowhead Center, Virginia, MN, contingent on a contract being finalized in the first 
quarter of 2013. [13-54] After further discussion, motion passed.  (6-0) 
 
 

Central Management & Inter-Governmental 
 
Nelson/Forsman moved to appoint two new members, Allen Willman and Jim Takala, to the 
St. Louis County Cooperative Extension Committee for 3-year terms expiring December 31, 
2015. [13-55]  After further discussion, motion passed.  (6-0) 

 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 
Commissioner Jewell will be attending the Heart of the Continent quarterly meeting on 
February 7, 2013 through February 8, 2013 in Duluth.  The group consists of northern border 
lakes region representatives. 
 
Commissioner Forsman will be attending Transportation Day in St. Paul at the Capital on 
February 7, 2013 through February 8, 2013. 
 
Commissioner Nelson will also attend Transportation Day at the Capital.  Commissioner 
Nelson thanked Commissioner O’Neil for having Linda LeGard-Grover to the Board meeting 
and bringing awareness to Bois Forte and Ojibway. 
 
Commissioner O’Neil stated that St. Louis County and Duluth Days will be February 13, 2013 
and February 14, 2013 on Capitol Hill in St. Paul.  A breakfast with the Governor will be held 
on February 14, 2013.  
 
 
 



  

At 11:39 a.m., Jewell/Nelson moved to adjourn the committee of the whole meeting. (6-0) 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Chris Dahlberg, Chair of the County Board 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Roberta Museta, Clerk of the County Board 



BOARD LETTER NO. 13 - 57 
 

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CONSENT NO. 1 

  
 BOARD AGENDA NO. 

 
 
DATE: February 12, 2013   RE: Adjoining Owner Sales 
 
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 

County Administrator 
 

Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner 
Land and Minerals 

 
Donald Dicklich 
County Auditor      

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Financial return to the county and taxing districts.  
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to approve the sale of state tax forfeited land 
through a private adjoining owner sale. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 7(a) provides that sale of state tax forfeited lands located in 
a home rule charter or statutory city, or in a town, which cannot be improved because of 
noncompliance with local ordinances regarding minimum area, shape, frontage or 
access, may be restricted to owners of land adjoining the land to be sold. The land shall 
be sold to the highest bidder, and may be sold for less than its appraised value. The 
Auditor must determine that a non-public sale to adjoining owners will encourage return 
of the lands to the tax rolls. Written notice of the date, time, and location of the private 
sale to all adjacent landowners must occur at least 30 days before the date of the sale. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board authorize the adjoining owner land 
sale with proceeds from the sale to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund).  
 
  



Adjoining Owner Sales 
 

 
BY COMMISSIONER ____________________________________________________  
 
 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County desires to offer for sale a certain parcels of tax 
forfeited land; and 
 

WHEREAS, The parcels are not withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 
85.012, 92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8; and 282.018, and other statutes that require the 
withholding of state tax forfeited lands from sale; and 
 

WHEREAS, The parcels of land cannot be improved because they are less than 
the minimum size required by the applicable zoning ordinance; and 
 

WHEREAS, The County Auditor has determined that a non-public sale to 
adjacent property owners will encourage the return of the lands to the tax rolls; and  

 
WHEREAS, The parcels of land have been classified as non-conservation land 

pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 282.01;  
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board approves the 
sale of the parcels described in County Board file ______, and the County Auditor is 
authorized to offer the parcels at private sale to the adjacent property owners to 
encourage return of the parcel to the tax rolls.  Funds from the sales are to be deposited 
into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 
 

RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Land Commissioner shall give at least 30 days 
notice of its sales to all adjoining owners. 
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Town of Greenwood          Sec: 18 Twp: 62  Rng: 16

Legal: TOWN OF GREENWOOD
S1/2 OF G.L.4 EX ELY 1367 FT 
Sec 18 Twp 62 Rge 16
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Town of Greenwood         Sec: 12  Twp: 62  Rng: 17

Legal: TOWN OF GREENWOOD
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City of Duluth            Sec:   23   Twp:   50   Rge:   14  

Legal:  CITY OF DULUTH
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BOARD LETTER NO. 13 - 58 
 

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CONSENT NO. 2 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.  

 
 
DATE: February 5, 2013 RE: Withdrawal of State Tax 

Forfeited Land from Memorial 
Forest Status 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
County Administrator 

 
Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner 
Land and Minerals 

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Financial return to the county and taxing districts. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED:  
The St. Louis County Board is requested to withdraw state tax forfeited land from 
memorial forest status pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 459.06, Subd. 3.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
State tax forfeited land which has been included in an established memorial forest and 
found more suitable for other purposes may be withdrawn from the memorial forest if the 
Commissioner of Natural Resources approves the sale of such land. Land and Minerals 
Department staff have determined that it would be in the best interest of St. Louis County 
to sell the parcels described below because they are more suitable for purposes other 
than forest management. The Commissioner of Natural Resources has approved the sale 
of these parcels. The parcels are located adjacent to public waters; therefore, special 
legislation allowing for the sale of the parcels was sought and received in 2011 and 2012.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve the withdrawal of state tax 
forfeited land from memorial forest status. 
 
  



Withdrawal of State Tax Forfeited Land from Memorial Forest Status 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ____________________________________________________  
 
 

WHEREAS, The state tax forfeited parcels described here are currently included in 
an established memorial forest; and 
 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 459.06, Subd. 3, state tax forfeited land 
which has been included in an established memorial forest and found more suitable for 
other purposes may by resolution of the County Board be withdrawn from the forest for 
disposal if the Commissioner of Natural Resources approves the sale of such land; and  
 

WHEREAS, The state tax forfeited parcels described above are more suitable for 
purposes other than forest management and have been approved for sale by the 
Commissioner of Natural Resources; 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the state tax forfeited parcels described in 

County Board File No. _____ shall be withdrawn from Island Lake and Central Lakes 
Memorial Forests.  
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BOARD LETTER NO.  13 - 59    

 
 

 PUBLIC WORKS & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE  
CONSENT NO.  3   

 
 
 BOARD AGENDA NO. 
 
DATE: February 12, 2013   RE: Request for Easement for Well 

and Water Utilities on County Fee 
Property (Hibbing) 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
County Administrator 
 
James T. Foldesi 
Public Works Director/Highway Engineer 

 
 

RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Provide a safe, well maintained road and bridge system. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize a perpetual easement to the Hibbing 
Public Utilities Commission (HPUC) for the construction, repair, and maintenance of 
municipal water well(s), pumphouse, and appurtenant accessories and equipment on a 
parcel of land owned in fee by St. Louis County. 
  
BACKGROUND:  
For several years, the HPUC has been developing a project known as the “Carey Valley 
Watermain Extension” within the city of Hibbing, generally in an area north and east of the 
Chisholm-Hibbing Airport and Trunk Highway 37.  The project proposes to advance one or 
more new potable water wells and to construct the necessary pipelines, electrical power 
service, and related structures to connect the new water source to the municipal water 
system.  In March of 2010, HPUC was given a permit for the purpose of exploratory drilling 
for drinking water on county fee lands located in Section 24, Township 57 North, Range 20 
West in Hibbing.  As a result of those explorations, HPUC now proposes to construct 
permanent potable water infrastructure on this property. 
 
The county-owned tract is an assemblage of three forties of county fee land, of which a 
significant portion is used by the Public Works Department as an active borrow pit known 
as the “Chicago John Pit”.  Public Works and Property Management staff have reviewed 
the area proposed to be used by HPUC to minimize conflicts with present and future 
operations of the pit.  The location and terms of an easement have been negotiated to 
allow the HPUC to use a portion of this property for its intended purpose.   The HPUC will 
be responsible for all costs for the development, construction, and maintenance of this 
infrastructure.   There will be no direct costs to the county for this project.  
 



RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board authorize a perpetual easement to the 
Hibbing Public Utilities Commission on a tract of county fee land for the purpose of 
installing well and water utilities.  
 



 
Request for Easement for Well and Water Utilities on  

County Fee Property (Hibbing) 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ____________________________________________________ 
 
 

WHEREAS, The Hibbing Public Utilities Commission has requested a perpetual 
easement to install potable water well(s) and to construct and to operate related distribution 
infrastructure upon the following St. Louis County fee owned land:  

 
The Southwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (SW ¼ of NE ¼), and the 

Northwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter (NW ¼ of SE ¼) of Section 24, Township 57 
North, Range 20 West in Hibbing. 
 

WHEREAS, The Public Works Department, which operates the “Chicago John” 
gravel pit near this area, has reviewed the location and terms of the proposed easement 
and has no objections;   
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 
appropriate county officials to grant an easement to the Hibbing Public Utilities Commission 
for the purposes of well and water utilities over, under, and across a part of the above 
described tract.  Consideration received for this grant to be receipted to Fund 200, Agency 
205003, Object 583100 (Misc. Other Revenue).  





 
BOARD LETTER NO.  13 – 60    

 
 

 PUBLIC WORKS & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE  
CONSENT NO.  4   

 
 
 BOARD AGENDA NO. 
 
DATE: February 12, 2013   RE: Purchase of Base One Material 

for the 2013 Gravel Road 
Investment Program (GRIP) 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
County Administrator 
 
James T. Foldesi 
Public Works Director/Highway Engineer 

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Provide a safe, well-maintained road and bridge system. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize the purchase of “Base One” 
material for the 2013 Gravel Road Investment Program. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
In 2011, the Public Works Department proposed a program to improve the gravel road 
system throughout the county. Authorization was received from the County Board in the 
2012 Budget for this program which began the county’s Gravel Road Investment 
Program (GRIP).  In the program, the Public Works Department identified a system of 
roads to be improved over the next ten years.   
 
The Public Works Department has realized a savings in the cost of the “Base One” 
material used in the program when purchasing the material early in the year.  The 
department has been able to negotiate a cost of $95,225.63 (including tax and delivery) 
for 5,757 gallons of “Base One” with Team Lab Chemical Corporation of Detroit Lakes, 
MN for the 2013 program.  
   
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board authorize the purchase of “Base 
One” material for the 2013 Gravel Road Investment Program (GRIP) from Team Lab 
Chemical Corporation of Detroit Lakes, MN for $95,225.63, payable out of GRIP, Fund 
200, Agency 203001, Object 652805.  



Purchase of Base One Material for the 2013 Gravel Road 
Investment Program (GRIP) 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ___________________________________________________ 
 
 

WHEREAS, The Public Works Department began a ten-year program to improve 
the gravel road system in the county in 2012, known as the Gravel Road Investment 
Program (GRIP); and 

  
WHEREAS, “Base One” Material is an essential component to complete the 

projects in the Public Works Department GRIP; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Public Works Department has negotiated a cost for the material 

needed for the 2013 GRIP with Team Lab Chemical Corporation of Detroit Lakes, MN, 
(5,757 gallons for $95,225.63) including tax and delivery; 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board authorizes 
the purchase of “Base One” material for the 2013 Gravel Road Investment Program 
from Team Lab Chemical Corporation of Detroit Lakes, MN for $95,225.63 out of GRIP, 
Fund 200, Agency 203001, Object 652805.  

 



 
BOARD LETTER NO.  13 - 61   

 
 

 FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE CONSENT NO.  5    
  
 

BOARD AGENDA NO.   
 
 

DATE: February 12, 2013   RE: Waiver of Ordinance No. 28, 
Section 11.05 – Billy’s (Rice Lake 
Township) 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 

 
  Donald Dicklich 
  County Auditor 
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Provide mandated and discretionary licensing services in a timely manner. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to grant a waiver of Ordinance No. 28, Section 
11.05, to Billy’s in Rice Lake Township, to allow for warm-up and access to restroom 
facilities for the John Beargrease Sled Dog Marathon. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Ragnar Properties, Inc. d/b/a Billy's, 3502 West Tischer Road, Duluth, MN (Rice Lake 
Township) has requested a waiver of Ordinance No. 28 (Liquor Ordinance), Section 11.05, 
requiring patrons to vacate licensed premises twenty minutes after sales are to be ceased 
by law.  The establishment proposes to stay open on March 13, 2013, through March 14, 
2013, from 1:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. to provide a place for mushers competing in the John 
Beargrease Sled Dog Marathon to warm up, use restroom facilities and have breakfast.  
Also, race officials will use the establishment for communication headquarters.  Alcoholic 
beverages will not be served during these extended hours.  The Liquor Licensing 
Committee has recommended approval of the waiver as permitted by Section 14 of 
Ordinance No. 28. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve the waiver. 



Waiver of Ordinance No. 28, Section 11.05 – Billy’s (Rice Lake Township) 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ____________________________________   
  
 
 WHEREAS, St. Louis County Ordinance No. 28 (Liquor Ordinance), Section 11:05 
requires patrons to vacate licensed premises within twenty minutes after sales are ceased 
by law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Ragnar Properties, Inc. d/b/a Billy's, 3502 West Tischer Road, Duluth, 
MN, a licensed liquor establishment, has requested a waiver to remain open from 1:00 a.m. 
to 8:00 a.m. on March 13, 2013, through March 14, 2013, to provide facilities and food to 
mushers and race officials of the John Beargrease Sled Dog Marathon; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Liquor Licensing Committee has recommended approval of the 
waiver application, pursuant to Section 14 of Ordinance No. 28; 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board approves the 
application (on file in County Board File No. ____________) submitted by the below listed 
establishment for a waiver of Section 11.05, which requires patrons to vacate the licensed 
premises by 1:20 a.m. 
 
   Ragnar Properties, Inc. d/b/a Billy's 
   3502 West Tischer Road 
   Duluth, MN  55803 
   Rice Lake Township 
 

RESOLVED FURTHER, That the waiver shall be March 13, 2013, through March 
14, 2013, from 1:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. and no alcohol shall be served or consumed on the 
licensed premises during the waiver period, although Billy's will be allowed to serve food to 
mushers and race officials of the John Beargrease Sled Dog Marathon during the waiver 
period. 
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FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE CONSENT NO.  6    
  
 

BOARD AGENDA NO.   
 
 

DATE: February 12, 2013   RE: Lawful Gambling Application 
(Rice Lake Township) 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 

 
  Donald Dicklich 
  County Auditor 
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Provide mandated and discretionary licensing services in a timely manner. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to approve a lawful gambling application in Rice 
Lake Township. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The following Lawful Gambling Application was recommended for approval by the Liquor 
Licensing Committee: 
 

Glen Avon Hockey Club, Duluth, Minnesota, to operate out of the following: 
 
Ragnar Properties, Inc. d/b/a Billy's, Rice Lake Township, 3502 West Tischer 
Road, Duluth, MN  55803, new 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve the above Lawful Gambling 
Application. 



 
Lawful Gambling Application (Rice Lake Township) 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER  ____________________________________________________ 
                                                          
  
 RESOLVED, That pursuant to Minn. Stat. 349.213, Subd. 2, the St. Louis County 
Board approves the following Lawful Gambling License Application (Pull-tabs [paper] with 
dispensing device) on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County Board File 
No. ___________, for the following organization: 
 

Glen Avon Hockey Club, Duluth, Minnesota, to operate out of the following: 
 
Ragnar Properties, Inc. d/b/a Billy's, Rice Lake Township, 3502 West Tischer 
Road, Duluth, MN  55803, new 
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FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE NO.  1      
  
 

BOARD AGENDA NO.   
 
 

DATE: February 5, 2013   RE: Virginia Motor Pool Building 
Project – Purchase of Property 
from City of Virginia 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Jim Foldesi 
  Highway Engineer/Public Works Director 
 
  Tony Mancuso, Director 
  Property Management 
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Provide safe, secure, efficient, and code compliant facilities and facility operations. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize the purchase of property from the 
City of Virginia, Minnesota for the county’s Virginia Motor Pool construction project. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
An agreement with DSGW Architects for the design and construction of a new motor pool 
building was approved at the February 5, 2013 Committee of the Whole meeting.  The 
county owns all of lots 29, 30, 31, and 32, adjacent to the Virginia Courthouse, and has 
negotiated the purchase price of $45,000 for the remaining vacant city lots necessary to 
construct this facility. The lots are described as Parcel ID # 090-0010-07820, East ½ of lot 
25, and all of lots 26, 27, and 28, Block 31 in Virginia. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board authorize a purchase agreement with 
the City of Virginia, Minnesota in an amount of $45,000 for the purchase of land described 
as Parcel ID # 090-0010-07820, East ½ of lot 25, and all of lots 26, 27, and 28, Block 31 in 
Virginia.  Funding is available from Motor Pool Fund balance, Fund 715, Object 311500, 
transferred into Fund 715, Agency 715011. This expense would be eligible for 2013 Bond 
Sale proceeds reimbursement. 



Virginia Motor Pool Building Project – Architectural, Engineering 
and Design Services 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER_______________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, St. Louis County wishes to purchase property from the City of Virginia, 
Minnesota for the county’s Virginia Motor Pool construction project; 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 
appropriate county officials to enter into a purchase agreement with the City of Virginia, 
Minnesota in an amount of $45,000 for the purchase of land described as Parcel ID # 090-
0010-07820, East ½ of lot 25, and all of lots 26, 27, and 28, Block 31 in Virginia. Funding is 
available from Motor Pool Fund balance, Fund 715, Object 311500, transferred into Fund 
715, Agency 715011.  
 



Virginia Motor Pool Project
Purchase of Lots From The City of Virginia
Legal Description:  East One-half (E1/2) of Lot Twenty-five (25) and all of Lots Twenty-six (26), 

Twenty-seven (27) and Twenty-eight (28), Block Thirty-one (31), VIRGINIA

Northland Office
Building

County Courthouse

Motorpool Purchase  Site

Existing St. Louis 
County Property
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FINANCE & BUDGET  COMMITTEE NO.  2    
  
 

BOARD AGENDA NO.   
 
 

DATE: February 12, 2013   RE: Hibbing Annex HVAC Control 
System Replacement 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Tony Mancuso, Director 
  Property Management 
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOALS: 
Provide safe, secure, efficient, and code compliant facility operations. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize an agreement with Uhl Company of 
Maple Grove and Duluth, Minnesota for the replacement of the heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning (HVAC) building automation control system at the Hibbing Annex facility.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
The vendor from which the Hibbing Annex HVAC control system was purchased was 
bought by a competitor in 2007, and since that time the county has not received adequate 
support for building control operations, support, or repairs. The parts, components, and 
equipment required for ongoing repairs are three times more expensive than competitors.  
 
The county has been pursuing standardization of its building automation systems and 
equipment and major facilities are now connected via internet. This enables maintenance 
staff in any location to remotely access, adjust, operate, and trouble shoot systems. The 
cost of training, response time, overtime, downtime, and troubleshooting/repair time are 
significantly reduced. This standardization allows for the sharing of maintenance staff and 
the sharing of parts and components reducing inventory and parts lead time, resulting in 
lower costs of parts and service and more efficient building operation. 
 
Uhl Company was chosen as the county standard for building automation and control 
systems because of its stability (established in 1917), its systems are robust, serviceable in 
house, lower cost, easily upgraded, easy to operate, and have readily available 
repair/replacement components. Additionally, the company umbrella includes ABE 
Environmental Systems which has parts and service in Duluth and on the Range with 
emergency service within an hour of most facilities.  Uhl Company provided an estimate of 
$120,500 to replace the Hibbing Annex HVAC building automation control system. 
 



The Hibbing Annex HVAC control system upgrade will begin in the first quarter of 2013 with 
the Hibbing Courthouse following mid-year. The last large facility to be standardized with 
Uhl/ABE will be the County Jail which is identified in the Capital Improvement Program for 
2015, as it will be 20 years old and obsolete by that time.  
 
RECOMMENDATION:      
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board authorize an agreement with Uhl 
Company of Maple Grove and Duluth, Minnesota in an amount $120,500 for the 
replacement of the HVAC building automation control system at the Hibbing Annex facility, 
payable from Fund 402. 
 
 



Hibbing Annex HVAC Control System Replacement 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER_______________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, The county has been standardizing its building automation systems and 
equipment and an upgrade of the Hibbing Annex heating, ventilation and air conditioning 
system is necessary; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Uhl Company of Maple Grove and Duluth, MN has been chosen to 
standardize these systems in county facilities; 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 
appropriate county officials to execute an agreement with Uhl Company of Maple Grove 
and Duluth, Minnesota in the amount $120,500 for the replacement of the HVAC building 
automation control system at the Hibbing Annex facility, payable from Fund 402. 
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