
 AGENDA 

 

  REGULAR MEETING 

    OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 

         ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

 

            Tuesday, January 15, 2013, 9:30 A.M. 

 

             County Board Room, Second Floor 

       St. Louis County Courthouse 

           100 N. 5
th

 Avenue West 

   Duluth, Minnesota 

          

 

 

    CHRIS DAHLBERG, Chair 

           Third District 

  

     FRANK JEWELL             STEVE O’NEIL           MIKE FORSMAN – Vice Chair 

         First District            Second District                       Fourth District 

 

      PETE STAUBER               KEITH NELSON                STEVE RAUKAR 

        Fifth District                  Sixth District        Seventh District 

 

  

  County Auditor County Administrator  County Attorney Clerk of the Board 

  Donald Dicklich    Kevin Gray  Mark Rubin                     Roberta Museta 

 
The St. Louis County Board of Commissioners welcomes you to this meeting.  This agenda contains a brief 

description of each item to be considered.  The Board encourages your participation.  If you wish to speak on an 

item contained in the agenda, you will be allowed to address the Board when a motion is on the floor.  If you wish to 

speak on a matter that does not appear on the agenda, you may do so during the public comment period at the 

beginning of the meeting.  Except as otherwise provided by the Standing Rules of the County Board, no action shall 

be taken on any item not appearing in the agenda. 

 

When addressing the Board, please sign in at the podium and state your name and address for the record.  Please 

address the Board as a whole through the Chair.  Comments to individual Commissioners or staff are not permitted.  

The St. Louis County Board promotes adherence to civility in conducting the business of the County.  Civility will 

provide increased opportunities for civil discourse in order to find positive resolutions to the issue before the Board.  

Tools of civility include: pay attention, listen, be inclusive, do not gossip, show respect, be agreeable, apologize, 

give constructive criticism and take responsibility [County Board Resolution No. 560, adopted on September 9, 

2003].  Speakers will be limited to five (5) minutes. 

 

**In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, those requiring accommodation for this meeting should 

notify Property Management 72 hours prior to the meeting at (218)725-5085.** 
 

 

 

 

 

All supporting documentation is available for public review in the County Auditor’s Office, 100 North 5th Avenue 

West - Room No. 214, St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, during regular business hours 8:00 A.M. - 4:30 

P.M., Monday through Friday.  Agenda is also available on our website at 

http://www.stlouiscountymn.gov/GOVERNMENT/BoardofCommissioners.aspx 

http://www.stlouiscountymn.gov/GOVERNMENT/BoardofCommissioners.aspx
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9:30 A.M. Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call 

 

AT THIS TIME CITIZENS WILL BE ALLOWED TO ADDRESS THE  

 BOARD ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA. [Speakers will be limited to 5  

  minutes each.] 

                          

FOR ITEMS LISTED ON THE BOARD AGENDA OR COMMITTEE OF THE 

WHOLE AGENDA, CITIZENS WILL BE ALLOWED TO ADDRESS THE 

BOARD AT THE TIME A MOTION IS ON THE FLOOR. 

 

9:40 A.M. Public hearing, pursuant to Resolution No. 12-648, adopted December 11, 2012, 

to consider the suspension/revocation of county liquor licenses for failure to pay 

real estate or personal property taxes when due, pursuant to St. Louis County 

Ordinance No. 28.  {13-15} 

 

 

9:45 A.M. Public hearing, pursuant to Resolution No. 12-715, adopted December 18, 2012, 

to receive citizen comments on the Minnesota Investment Fund Disaster Recovery 

Financing Application.  {13-16} 

 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Approval of business submitted on the consent agenda. 

 

 

REGULAR AGENDA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADJOURNED: 



 

BOARD LETTER NO.  13 - 15   

 

 

  FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE  

  

 

JANUARY 15, 2013  BOARD AGENDA 9:40 A.M. 

PUBLIC HEARING   
 
 

DATE: January 15, 2013   RE: Public Hearing for Suspension/ 
Revocation of Liquor Licenses for 
Property Tax Non-Payment  

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 

Donald Dicklich 
County Auditor 
 

 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Provide mandated and discretionary licensing services in a timely manner. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to hold a public hearing to consider the 
suspension/revocation of liquor licenses of any establishments in the county with property 
taxes not current. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 28, past due or delinquent real or personal 
property taxes assessed to the licensed premises must be paid in full at the time of 
application and thereafter must be paid when due.  Failure to pay real estate or personal 
property taxes when due shall result in suspension of any liquor license until such time as 
the taxes are paid or the license expires or revocation. The County Board passed 
Resolution No. 12-648 dated December 11, 2012, setting a public hearing for January 15, 
2013, to consider liquor license revocations for any such establishments. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board consider suspension of liquor license 
holders who have failed to pay the required property taxes. 



Public Hearing for Suspension/ Revocation of Liquor Licenses 
for Property Tax Non-Payment 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ___________________________________________________ 
 

 
WHEREAS, St. Louis County Ordinance No. 28 (Liquor Ordinance), Section 4.15, 

requires all licensed establishments to pay all real and personal property taxes when due; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, ILI, LLC d/b/a Island Lake Inn, Gnesen Township, was issued 

Combination On/Off-Sale and Sunday On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor Licenses for the period 
of July 1, 2012, through June 30, 2013; and 

 
WHEREAS, the establishment has past due or delinquent real or personal property 

taxes for the second half of 2012; and 
 
WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on January 15, 2013, to consider suspension 

of the intoxicating liquor licenses for the establishment for failure to pay real or personal 
property taxes when due. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Combination On/Off-Sale License No. 

CMB13130 and Sunday On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License No. SUN13130 issued to ILI, 
LLC d/b/a Island Lake Inn, Gnesen Township, are hereby suspended effective 
_____________________, at  _____________ o’clock. 

 
RESOLVED FURTHER, that said licenses will remain suspended until such time as 

the taxes are paid in full or the licenses expire or are revoked. 
 

 



 BOARD LETTER NO. 13 – 16 

    

 

FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE 

 

  

    JANUARY 15, 2013  BOARD AGENDA 9:45 A.M. 

PUBLIC HEARING   
 

 

DATE: January 15, 2013   RE: Public Hearing on Minnesota 
Investment Fund Disaster 
Recovery Financing 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 

 
Barbara Hayden, Director 
Planning and Community Development 
  

 

RELATED DEPARTMENT GOALS: 
Assist communities in achieving housing, economic development and community 
development objectives. Secure and administer federal, state and other funding which 
implements county policies and maximizes local resources. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED:  
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize an application to the Minnesota 
Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) for Minnesota 
Investment Funds (MIF) Disaster Recovery Financing to assist businesses to recover 
from the 2012 flood. The Board is further requested to adopt guidelines, authorize the 
Planning and Community Development Director to execute an MIF funding agreement 
with the state, authorize project loan agreements and all necessary actions to 
administer the MIF Disaster Recovery Financing. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
St. Louis County submitted an application for Minnesota Investment Fund Disaster 
Recovery Financing in November 2012. DEED requires the county to conduct a public 
hearing prior to the approval of the application. Following the public hearing, which was 
established by Board Resolution No. 12-715, the County Board is requested to reaffirm 
the actions taken in Board Resolution No. 12-588. 
 
On August 24, 2012, state legislation was passed which provided $15 million in the MIF 
Disaster Recovery Financing for local units of government to assist businesses 
impacted from the 2012 flood. MIF is designed to fund capital expenses, reestablish 
operations and ultimately retain and create jobs for businesses damaged in the flood. 
Assistance is provided in the form of an interest free loan that is 50% forgivable. Each 



loan will have a 10 year term. One half of the principal amount will be amortized over 
nine years. No payment is required the first year. The remaining one half of the principal 
amount will be forgiven if the business remains in the community for the full 10 years. 
 
DEED administers the MIF program and is currently taking applications for the 2012 
MIF Disaster Recovery Financing.  St. Louis County will serve as the sponsor and 
administer the program to St. Louis County businesses outside the City of Duluth, which 
will administer its own program. 
 
Following media outreach and contact with individual businesses, the following two 
businesses are currently interested in pursuing MIF Disaster Recovery Financing: 
 

1. Lake States Insulation, Proctor, MN. Proposed Application: $150,000 for costs 
associated with clean up, repairs and loss of inventory. 

 
2. Retreat Golf Course, Floodwood, MN. Proposed Application: $15,000 for costs 

associated with repair of tee boxes and cart paths. 
 

The county will be responsible for collecting information from businesses and submitting 
annual reports to DEED. It is recommended that the county proceed with an application 
for $170,000, $165,000 in loans and $5,000 the amount allowed to cover administrative 
expenses. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board authorize an application in the 
amount of $170,000 to the Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic 
Development for Minnesota Investment Fund Disaster Recovery Financing, approve the 
MIF guidelines, authorize the Planning and Community Development Director to 
execute the state grant agreement and all other necessary documents to accept the 
MIF Disaster Recovery Financing, and further authorize the execution of loan 
agreements with Lake States Insulation and the Retreat Golf Course in accordance with 
all St. Louis County and Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic 
Development requirements.  Funds will be deposited in and dispersed from Fund 176, 
Agency 176999, Grant 17601, Year 2012.  



 
 Public Hearing on Minnesota Investment Fund Disaster Recovery Financing 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ____________________________________________________ 
 
 

WHEREAS, on August 24, 2012, state legislation was passed which provided 
$15 million in the Minnesota Investment Fund (MIF) Disaster Recovery Financing for 
local units of government to assist businesses impacted from the 2012 flood; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic 

Development is currently taking applications for the 2012 MIF Disaster Recovery 
Financing; and 

 
WHEREAS, two St. Louis County businesses have requested MIF Disaster 

Recovery Financing and an application for $170,000 will be prepared to include funding 
Lake States Insulation for $150,000, the Retreat Golf Course for $15,000 and 
administration for $5,000.  

 
WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board conducted a public hearing on January 

15, 2013, at 9:45 a.m. at the St. Louis County Courthouse in Duluth, Minnesota, for the 
purpose of receiving public comments on the Minnesota Investment Fund Disaster 
Recovery Financing application. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that St. Louis County act as the legal 
sponsor for projects contained in the $170,000 Minnesota Investment Fund Disaster 
Recovery Application to be submitted on or about January 16, 2013, and that the St. Louis 
County Planning and Community Development Director is authorized to apply to the 
Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development for funding on behalf 
of St. Louis County. 
  
  RESOLVED FURTHER, that St. Louis County has the legal authority to apply for 
financial assistance, and the institutional, managerial, and financial capability to ensure 
adequate administration of the projects. 
  
  RESOLVED FURTHER, that St. Louis County has not violated any federal, state, 
or local laws pertaining to fraud, bribery, kickbacks, collusion, conflict of interest or other 
unlawful or corrupt practice. 
 
  RESOLVED FURTHER, that St. Louis County adopts the St. Louis County 
Guidelines for administering the Minnesota Investment Fund contended in Board File No. 
________. 
  



 RESOLVED FURTHER, that upon state approval of the application, St. Louis 
County may enter into an agreement with the state of Minnesota for the MIF Disaster 
Recovery Financing and that St. Louis County certifies that it will comply with all applicable 
laws and regulations as stated in all contract agreements. 
 
 RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Planning and Community 
Development Director is authorized to execute such agreements, and amendments 
thereto, as are necessary to implement the projects on behalf of St. Louis County. 
 
  RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Planning and Community 
Development Director and a representative of the County Attorney are authorized to 
execute loan agreements and all necessary documents for the approved projects. 
 
 RESOLVED FURTHER, that funds be deposited into and dispersed from Fund 176, 
Agency 176999, Grant 17601, Year 2012.  
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