
 
                           COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AGENDA 
                 Board of Commissioners, St. Louis County, Minnesota 
 
                                                  July 10, 2012 
       Immediately following the Board Meeting, which begins at 9:30 A.M. 
Commissioners’ Conference Room, St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and/or non-controversial and will be 
enacted by one unanimous motion.  If a commissioner requests, or a citizen wishes to speak on an item on 
the consent agenda, it will be removed and handled separately. 
 
Minutes of July 3, 2012 
 
Environment & Natural Resources Committee – Commissioner Dahlberg, Chair 
 1. Special Sale to the State of Minnesota – Department of Transportation  [12-284] 
 2. Easement Request for Enbridge Energy Limited Partnership - Arrowhead Township  [12-285] 
 3. Repurchase of State Tax Forfeited Land – Rose  [12-286] 
 4. Cancellation of Contract for Purchase of State Tax Forfeited Lands – Bennett  [12-287] 
 
Public Works & Transportation Committee – Commissioner Forsman, Chair 
5. Agreement with LHB Corp. for Design Services – Bridge 24 on CSAH 37/Jean Duluth Road 

(Lakewood Township)  [12-288] 
6. Agreement with LHB Corp. for Design Services – Bridge 17 on CR 290/Old North Shore Road 

(Duluth Township)  [12-289] 
 
Finance & Budget Committee – Commissioner Raukar, Chair 
 7. Abatement List for Board Approval  [12-290] 
 
Public Safety & Corrections Committee – Commissioner Sweeney, Chair 
 8. Radio Communications Facility Lease Agreement  [12-291] 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION ITEMS AND REPORTS: 
At this time, Commissioners may introduce items for discussion or report on past and future activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADJOURNED: 
 
NEXT COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING DATES: 
July 24, 2012  Floodwood City Hall, 111 West 8th Avenue, Floodwood, MN 
August 7, 2012 Commissioners’ Conference Room, Courthouse, Duluth, MN 
August 14, 2012 Mesabi Station, 111 Station 44 Road, Eveleth, MN 
 
BARRIER FREE:  All St. Louis County Board meetings are accessible to the handicapped.  Attempts 
will be made to accommodate any other individual needs for special services.  Please contact St. Louis 
County Property Management (218-725-5085) early so necessary arrangements can be made. 



  

   COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
ST. LOUIS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Tuesday, July 3, 2012 
 

Location: County Commissioner Conference Room, Duluth Courthouse 
 
Present: Commissioners O’Neil, Dahlberg, Forsman, Sweeney, Nelson and Raukar 
 
Absent: Commissioner Jewell  
 
Convened: Chair Nelson called the meeting to order at 10:28 a.m. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Sweeney/Raukar moved to approve the consent agenda. (6-0)  
 
-Minutes of June 26, 2012 
1. Abatement List for Board Approval 
2. Board Travel Policy Meal Allowance Rates 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
REGULAR AGENDA 

 
O’Neil/Raukar moved to approve a resolution authorizing the Public Health and Human Services 
(PHHS) Director to seek support from the Minnesota Department of Human Services for a pilot study 
of a regional collaboration model of the child support program.  PHHS Director Ann Busche said the 
Department of Human Services is looking to pilot a state takeover over the child support system in the 
southern part of the state. The seven counties in Region 3 would like to offer an alternate model, the 
goal ultimately to pursue a regional pilot. In response to questions from Commissioners Sweeney and 
Nelson, Director Busche said she would provide additional information to the board on how the other 
counties have met their goals, as well as costs associated with the study, noting the costs are very 
minimal. After further discussion the motion passed. (6-0) 
 
O’Neil/Nelson moved to authorize St. Louis County to join the Arrowhead Health Alliance (AHA) and 
authorize execution of the joint powers agreement. Administrator Gray said there are three steps 
required: 1) authorize appropriate officials to execute the AHA joint powers agreement; 2) appoint a 
representative and an alternate to serve on the AHA; and 3) to authorize PHHS to contribute funding to 
the AHA as a joining partner in the amount of $60,480. Commissioner O’Neil said there would be 
benefits of having north and south representation. Commissioner Dahlberg requested to move without 
recommendation as he is interested in serving, and Commissioner Jewell is absent today and may be 
interested. Commissioner Sweeney noted that the letter in the packet implies that St. Louis County 
could appoint two representatives and two alternates. After further discussion, the motion passed 
without recommendation. (6-0) 
 
Forsman/Nelson moved to approve, without recommendation, award of bid on a combined road 
construction project in Breitung Township. Commissioner Forsman said this would be moved without 
recommendation, as the bid was over the engineers estimate and the Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) needs to receive Breitung Township approval, as they will have additional cost due 
to the overage on the bid. After further discussion the motion passed. (6-0) 
 



  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 
Commission Nelson said he will be participating in the Fourth of July Parade in Eveleth. 
 
Commissioner Forsman said he will also be in a parade on the Fourth of July. 
 
Commissioner Raukar said this marks our freedom from England, and we have good reasons to 
celebrate including the recent decision from the Supreme Court upholding the Affordable Healthcare 
Act as constitutional.  
 
Commissioner Dahlberg said the Fourth is about freedom, which is not free. Commissioner Dahlberg 
said he has been out in the community and met an 82-year-old veteran from Iwo Jima. Commissioner 
Dahlberg thanked Commissioner Nelson for coming down to the Fond du Lac neighborhood after the 
board meeting in Ely last week, noting the resilience of the people living there. Commissioner 
Dahlberg said he is also on the zoo board and they are working at reopening for the holiday, noting the 
zoo is going to need help to recover from the flood damage.  
 
Commissioner Sweeney noted the cooperation during the past week cleaning up after the flood. 
Commissioner Sweeney said this Fourth of July also marks her 42nd wedding anniversary. 
Commissioner Sweeney also reminded the public to report their damage to 211 (United Way). 
Commissioner Sweeney said the meeting last week held at the Midway Town Hall went well, where 
citizen had the opportunity to meet Commissioners and ask questions about the flood.  
 
Commissioner O’Neil said in addition to reporting flood damage to 211, citizens can also get 
information on volunteer opportunities. The city and county website also have listings of volunteer 
opportunities. Commissioner O’Neil has also seen great cooperation during the flood disaster, noting 
St. Louis County is open and a good time can be had by all. Commissioner O’Neil also attended a 
mental health specialty court held be Judge Tarnowski and found it very educational, noting jail time 
doesn’t serve people with mental health issues. 
 
Commissioner Nelson said commissioner districts 6 and 7 were hit hard by the storms on Monday, 
which included golf ball sized hail and straight winds. Commissioner Nelson said the county’s Public 
Works department is necessary and something we do not want to contract out, noting they are at the 
ready and provide an essential service to taxpayers.  
 
In conclusion, Commissioner Nelson wished everyone a happy Fourth of July, and reiterated that St. 
Louis County is open and invited everyone to visit and have a great time.     
     
At 11:33 a.m., Sweeney/Raukar moved to adjourn. (6-0) 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Keith Nelson, Chair of the County Board 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Patricia Stolee, Clerk of the County Board 



BOARD LETTER NO. 12 - 284 
 

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CONSENT NO. 1 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.  

 
 

DATE: July 10, 2012    RE: Special Sale to the  
        State of Minnesota -  
        Department of Transportation 
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 

County Administrator 
 

Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner 
  Land and Minerals 
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENTAL GOAL: 
Financial return to the county and taxing districts.  
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize the reclassification and sale of 
state tax forfeited land to the State of Minnesota. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The State of Minnesota, acting by and through its Commissioner of Transportation, has 
requested to purchase state tax forfeited land in the City of Duluth for the improvement 
of Trunk Highway 35. Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1(a) authorizes the sale of state tax 
forfeited land to an organized governmental subdivision for any public purpose for which 
the subdivision is authorized to acquire property. 
     
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve the reclassification and sale 
of state tax forfeited land to the State of Minnesota for the appraised price of $965 plus 
the following fees: administration fee of $100, 3% assurance fee of $28.95, deed fee of 
$25, deed tax of $3.18, recording fee of $46; for a total of $1,168.13, to be deposited 
into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund).    



Special Sale to the State of Minnesota 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ___________________________________________________  
 
 
 WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota has requested to purchase the following 
described state tax forfeited land for the improvement of Trunk Highway 35: 
 
 That part of Tract A described below: 

Tract A. Lots 35, 36 and 37, Block 111, West Duluth Fifth Division, according to the plat 
thereof on file and of record in the office of the County Recorder in and for St. Louis 
County, Minnesota; together with that part of the vacated avenue accruing to said Lots 
36 and 37 by reason of the vacation thereof; which lies southeasterly of Line 1 described 
below and northerly of Line 2 described below: 

 
Line 1. Beginning at the point of intersection of a line run parallel with and distant 15 feet 
southeasterly of the northwesterly line of said Block 111 and the northeasterly line of 
said Lot 35; thence southwesterly on said 15 foot parallel line to its intersection with the 
westerly line of said Block 111; thence southwesterly to the intersection of the easterly 
line of Block 8, West End Addition to Duluth and the southwesterly extension of the 
northwesterly line of said Block 111, and there terminating; 
 
Line 2. Beginning at the point of intersection of a line run parallel with and distant 65 feet 
southeasterly of the northwesterly line of said Block 111 and its southwesterly extension 
and the northeasterly line of said Lot 35; thence southwesterly along said 65 foot parallel 
line to an intersection with the southwesterly line of said Lot 37; thence northwesterly 
along said southwesterly line and its northwesterly extension to an intersection with Line 
1 described above and there terminating; 

 
together with all right of access, being the right of ingress to and egress from all that 
portion of the above described tract, not acquired herein, to the above described strip. 

   
 WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1(a) authorizes the sale of state tax 
forfeited land to an organized governmental subdivision for any public purpose for which 
the subdivision is authorized to acquire property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, these lands have not been withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. 
Stat. § 85.012, 92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8; and 282.018, and other statutes that require 
the withholding of state tax forfeited lands from sale; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Lots 35 and 36, Block 111, West Duluth Fifth Division have been 
classified as conservation land pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 282.01; and 
 
 WHEREAS, these parcels are located inside the boundaries of a municipality or 
town and Minn. Stat. § 282.01 provides that classification or reclassification and sale of 
lands situated within a municipality or town must be approved by the governing body of 
the municipality or town; and  



 WHEREAS, the reclassification and sale of these parcels will be deemed 
approved if the County Board does not receive notice of the municipality’s or town’s 
disapproval of the reclassification and sale within 60 days of the date on which this 
resolution is delivered to the clerk; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Land Commissioner recommends that these parcels be 
reclassified as non-conservation and offered for sale having considered, among other 
things, the present use of adjacent land; the productivity of the soil; the character of 
forest or other growth; the accessibility of lands to established roads, schools, and other 
public services; and the peculiar suitability or desirability of lands for particular uses. 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board 
approves the reclassification and sale of state tax forfeited land to the State of 
Minnesota for the appraised value of $965 plus the following fees: administration fee of 
$100, 3% assurance fee of $28.95, deed fee of $25, deed tax of $3.18, recording fee of 
$46; for a total of $1,168.13, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 
 
 RESOLVED FURTHER, that the request for approval of the reclassification of 
Lots 35 and 36, Block 11, West Duluth Fifth Division, shall be transmitted by the Land 
and Minerals Department to the clerk of the City of Duluth.  
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  BOARD LETTER NO. 12 – 285 
 
 

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE  
CONSENT NO. 2 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.   

 
 
DATE: July 10, 2012    RE:  Easement Request for 
        Enbridge Energy Limited 

Partnership - Arrowhead 
Township 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner 
  Land and Minerals 
 
  Donald Dicklich 
  County Auditor 
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENTAL GOAL: 
Performing public services. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize a non-exclusive easement to 
Enbridge Energy Limited Partnership. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Enbridge Energy Limited Partnership has requested a non-exclusive easement to use 
tax forfeited parcels for construction of a cathodic protection system ground bed and 
wiring for petroleum pipeline corrosion protection. The tax forfeited parcels being 
requested for this easement are in the Southeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter, 
Section 7, Township 50 North, Range 19 West, Parcel No. 225-0010-01100 (Arrowhead 
Township). Exercising this easement will not cause significant adverse environmental or 
natural resource management impacts and will not conflict with public use of the land.  
   
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board authorize a non-exclusive easement 
on state tax forfeited land to Enbridge Energy Limited Partnership, conditioned upon 
payment of $115 land use fee, $50 administrative fee, and $46 recording fee; for a total 
of $211, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund).   



 
Easement Request for Enbridge Energy Limited Partnership 

 
 

BY COMMISSIONER______________________________________________  
 
 
 WHEREAS, Enbridge Energy Limited Partnership has requested a non-exclusive 
easement to use tax forfeited parcels for construction of a cathodic protection system 
ground bed and wiring for petroleum pipeline corrosion protection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, exercising this easement will not conflict with public use of the land; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4 authorizes the County Auditor to grant 
easements for such purchases.   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board 
authorizes the County Auditor, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 282.04 Subd. 4, to grant a 
non-exclusive easement to Enbridge Energy Limited Partnership described as follows: 
     

AN EASEMENT OVER, UNDER AND ACROSS ALL THAT PART OF THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER (SE1/4 OF SE1/4) 
OF SECTION SEVEN (7), TOWNSHIP FIFTY (50) NORTH, RANGE NINETEEN 
(19) WEST OF THE FOURTH PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN LYING BETWEEN TWO 
LINE ZERO (0) AND TWENTY-FIVE (25) FEET SOUTHEASTERLY OF AND 
PARALLEL WITH THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED LINE: 

 
 COMMENCING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID SECTION 7,  
 THENCE NORTH 02 DEGREES 29 MINUTES 10 SECONDS EAST ALONG  
 THE EAST LINE OF SAID SE 1/4 OF SE 1/4; THENCE NORTH 87 DEGREES  
 30 MINUTES 50 SECONDS WEST TO THE PO NT OF BEGINNING OF THE  
 LINE TO BE DESCRIBED; THENCE SOUTH 25 DEGREES 44 MINUTES 49  
 SECONDS WEST, A DISTANCE OF 77.44 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 28  
 DEGREES 19 MINUTES 06 SECONDS WEST, A DISTANCE OF 85.86 FEET;  
 THENCE SOUTH 36 DEGREES 14 MINUTES 56 SECONDS WEST, A  
 DISTANCE OF 26.75 FEET TO A POINT HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO AS  
 POINT "A" AND SAID LINE THERE TERMINATING. 
 
 TOGETHER WITH 
 

AN EASEMENT OVER, UNDER AND ACROSS ALL THAT PART OF THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER (SE 1/4 OF SE 1/4) 
OF SECTION SEVEN (7), TOWNSHIP FIFTY (50) NORTH, RANGE NINETEEN 
(19) WEST OF THE FOURTH PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN LYING BETWEEN TWO 
LINE ZERO (0) AND FIFTY (50) FEET SOUTHEASTERLY OF AND PARALLEL 



WITH THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED LINE: 
 

BEGINNING AT THE AFOREMENTIONED POINT "A", THENCE SOUTH 36 
DEGREES 14 MINUTES 56 SECONDS WEST, A DISTANCE OF 50.00 FEET 
SAID LINE THERE TERMINATING. 

 
RESOLVED FURTHER, that the granting of this easement is conditioned upon 

payment of $115 land use fee, $50 administrative fee and $46 recording fee; for a total 
of $211, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund).  
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BOARD LETTER NO. 12 - 286 
 

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE  
CONSENT NO. 3  

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.  

 
 
DATE: July 10, 2012   RE: Repurchase of State Tax  

Forfeited Land - Rose 
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 

County Administrator 
  

Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner 
Land and Minerals 

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Financial return to the county and taxing districts. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to approve the application to repurchase state 
tax forfeited land upon correction of Rice Lake Town Ordinance #22 code violations.  

 
BACKGROUND: 
Minn. Stat. § 282.241 provides for state tax forfeited land to be repurchased by the 
previous owner subject to payment equivalent to the delinquent taxes and assessments, 
with penalties, costs, and interest. The property to be repurchased forfeited to the State 
of Minnesota on November 30, 2011. The repurchase deadline for this non-homestead 
property is November 29, 2012. Jeffrey Rose of Duluth, MN, has made application to 
repurchase this property and is eligible to repurchase the property.  
 
However, the Town of Rice Lake Zoning Administrator has issued several violations of 
Junk Ordinance #22 and has given notice to the owner. The previous owner should be 
required to meet Town Ordinance #22 prior to granting of the repurchase of this parcel. 
The County Board has the ability to impose conditions on the repurchase agreement 
under Minn. Stat. § 282.261, Subd. 5.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve the repurchase request of 
Jeffrey Rose of Duluth, MN, subject to correction of all Rice Lake Town Ordinance 22 
code violations by no later than September 28, 2012. The repurchase fees listed below 
are to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 



 
Jeffrey Rose, Duluth, MN 
Parcel Code 520-0015-00660 
Taxes and Assessments $13,526.65 
Service Fees $114.00 
Deed Tax $44.64 
Deed Fee $25.00 
Recording Fee $46.00 
Interest $101.45 
Total Consideration $13,857.74 

 
 



Repurchase of State Tax Forfeited Land - Rose 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER: ________________________________________________ 
 
 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.241 provides that state tax forfeited land may be 
repurchased by the previous owner subject to payment of delinquent taxes and 
assessments, with penalties, costs, and interest; and 

 
WHEREAS, Jeffrey Rose of Duluth, MN, has applied to repurchase state tax 

forfeited land legally described as:  
TOWN OF RICE LAKE 
W 1/2 OF SW 1/4 OF SE 1/4 OF SE 1/4 EX WLY 132 FT                             
SEC 21 TWP 51 RGE 14 
520-0015-00660 

 
WHEREAS, the applicant was the owner of record at the time of forfeiture and is 

eligible to repurchase the property; and 
 
WHEREAS, approving the repurchase will correct undue hardship and promote the 

use of lands that will best serve the public interest; and 
 
WHEREAS, the County Board has the ability to impose conditions on the 

repurchase agreement under Minn. Stat. § 282.261, Subd. 5; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the repurchase agreement will be contingent upon correction of all 

Rice Lake Town Ordinance 22 code violations by no later than September 28, 2012. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St Louis County Board approves 

the repurchase application by Jeffrey Rose of Duluth, MN, on file in County Board File 
No.             , subject to payments including total taxes and assessments of $13,628.10, 
service fee of $114, deed tax of $44.64, deed fee of $25, and recording fee of $46; for a 
total of $13,857.74, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

 
RESOLVED FURTHER, that the repurchase is contingent upon the correction of all 

Town of Rice Lake Ordinance 22 code violations prior to granting repurchase, according 
to the authority granted under Minn. Stat. § 282.261, Subdivision 5.  
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BOARD LETTER NO. 12 - 287 
 

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE  
CONSENT NO. 4 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.  

 
 
DATE: July 10, 2012   RE: Cancellation of Contract for 

 Purchase of State Tax Forfeited 
Lands - Bennett 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
County Administrator 

 
Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner 
Land and Minerals 
 
Donald Dicklich 
County Auditor 

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Performing public services; financial return to the county and taxing districts. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to cancel a contract for purchase of state tax 
forfeited land. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The County Auditor has attached information in reference to a state tax forfeited land 
contract which has been entered into under the provisions of Minn. Stat. Chapter 282.   
Evelina Bennett, the mother of purchaser, James Bennett (deceased), voluntarily agrees 
to admission of service and waiver of time to cure the default, and that the contract 
should be cancelled. The purchaser, James Bennett (deceased) of Mt. Iron, MN, has 
been served with Notice of Cancellation of Contract by publication.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve cancellation of this contract 
and authorize the disposal of abandoned personal property that may remain on the site.  
 



James Bennett, Mt. Iron, MN 
Legal Description CITY OF MT IRON  

N 1/2 OF LOT 22 & ALL OF LOT 23       
BLOCK 5,   SOUTH GROVE ADDITION 
TO MT IRON     
Parcel Code: 175-0055-01035 
C22100083                            

Purchase Price $50,000.00 

Principal Amount Remaining $44,846.00 

Date of Last Payment 4/19/2011 

Installment Payments Not Made $0.00 

Subsequent Del Taxes and Fees $0.00 

Amount Needed to Cure Default $0.00   
 
 



Cancellation of Contract for Purchase of State Tax Forfeited Land - Bennett 
 

 
BY COMMISSIONER __________________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, Evelina Bennett, the mother of James Bennett (deceased), has 
agreed that the contract for the purchase of state tax forfeited lands should be cancelled 
and agreed to admission of service and waiver of time to cure default to the State of 
Minnesota; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the purchaser was properly served with Notice of Cancellation of 
Contract by publication for lands legally described as:  
 CITY OF MT. IRON 
 N 1/2 OF LOT 22 & ALL OF LOT 23            
 BLOCK 5,   SOUTH GROVE ADDITION TO MT IRON     
 Parcel Code: 175-0055-01035  
 
 WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd, 2(d) and 504B.271 authorizes the County 
Auditor to dispose of abandoned personal property; and  
       
 WHEREAS, the previous owner(s) of the property will be notified by posting of 
property or by mail.       
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board 
approves the cancellation of contract for the purchase of state tax forfeited land 
described above, according to the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 5, and Minn. 
Stat. § 282.40, and according to the procedures of Minn. Stat. § 559.21. 
       
 RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the County 
Auditor to dispose of abandoned personal property from the above described state tax 
forfeited property.  
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BOARD LETTER NO.  12 - 288 

 
 

 PUBLIC WORKS & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE  
CONSENT NO.  5    

  
 

BOARD AGENDA NO.   
 
 

DATE: July 10, 2012   RE: Agreement with LHB Corp. for 
Design Services – Bridge 24 on 
CSAH 37/Jean Duluth Road 
(Lakewood Township) 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 

James T. Foldesi 
  Public Works Director/ Highway Engineer 
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Provide a safe, well-maintained road and bridge system. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize an agreement with LHB Corp. for 
design services for the reconstruction of Bridge 24, County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 37, 
Jean Duluth Road, Lakewood Township. 
 
BACKGROUND:   
The Public Works Department requested a quote from LHB Corp., Duluth, MN for design 
services for the reconstruction of Bridge 24 on CSAH 37 (Jean Duluth Road) over the 
Lester River in Lakewood Township due to damage from the storm event of June 19 and 
20, 2012.  It was determined that LHB Corp. has the training, experience and knowledge to 
provide these services and would be the best choice.  The factors considered to determine 
the best choice were experience working on structural bridge design projects with St. Louis 
County and other transportation agencies that meet the requirements of the Minnesota 
Department of Transportation Bridge Office and State Aid standards.  The agreement 
states that those services shall include project management, team meetings, public 
involvement, writing of special provisions, and design activities.  This project is anticipated 
to be funded through a combination of emergency funds from the Federal Highway 
Administration, State Bridge Bond funds, or State Aid Disaster Funds. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended the St. Louis County Board authorize an agreement for the purchase of 
design services from LHB Corp., Duluth, MN for the reconstruction of County Bridge 24 
along CSAH 37 over the Lester River in Lakewood Township, MN, C.P. 161399.  The total 
cost of these services is $41,000, payable from Fund 225, Agency 161399, Object 626600. 



Agreement with LHB Corp. for Design Services – Bridge 24 on 
CSAH 37/Jean Duluth Road (Lakewood Township) 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ____________________________________________________ 
 

 
 RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an agreement, and any 
amendments authorized by the County Attorney, for the purchase of design services from 
LHB Corp., Duluth, MN for the reconstruction of County Bridge 24 along County State Aid 
Highway 37 (Jean Duluth Road) over the Lester River in Lakewood Township, MN, C.P. 
161399.  The total cost of these services is $41,000, payable from Fund 225, Agency 
161399, Object 626600. 
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 PUBLIC WORKS & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE  
CONSENT NO.  6    

  
 

BOARD AGENDA NO.   
 
 

DATE: July 10, 2012   RE: Agreement with LHB Corp. for 
Design Services – Bridge 17 on 
County Road 290/Old North Shore 
Road (Duluth Township) 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 

James T. Foldesi 
  Public Works Director/Highway Engineer 
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Provide a safe, well maintained road and bridge system. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize an agreement with LHB Corp. for 
design services for the reconstruction of Bridge 17, County Road (CR) 290, Old North 
Shore Road, Duluth Township.  
 
BACKGROUND:   
The Public Works Department requested a quote from LHB Corp., Duluth, MN, for design 
services for bridge reconstruction along CR 290 (Old North Shore Road) over the Big 
Sucker River in Duluth Township due to damage from the storm event of June 19 and 20, 
2012.  It was determined that LHB Corp. has the training, experience and knowledge to 
provide these services, and would be the best choice.  The factors considered to determine 
the best choice were experience working on structural bridge design projects with St. Louis 
County and other transportation agencies that meet the requirements of the Minnesota 
Department of Transportation Bridge Office and State Aid standards.  The agreement 
states that those services shall include project management, team meetings, public 
involvement, writing of special provisions, and design activities.  This project is anticipated 
to be funded through a combination of emergency funds from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, State Bridge Bond funds, or local county funds. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended the St. Louis County Board authorize an agreement with LHB Corp., 
Duluth, MN for design services for the reconstruction of County Bridge 17 along County 
Road 290 (Old North Shore Road) over the Big Sucker River in Duluth Township, MN, C.P. 
161400.  The total cost of these services is $36,500, payable from Fund 225, Agency 
161400, Object 626600. 
 



Agreement with LHB Corp. for Design Services – Bridge 17 on County Road 290/ 
Old North Shore Road (Duluth Township) 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER _______________________________________________________ 
 

 
 RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an agreement, and any 
amendments authorized by the County Attorney, for the purchase of design services from 
LHB Corp., Duluth, MN for the reconstruction of County Bridge 17 along County Road 290 
over the Big Sucker River in Duluth Township, MN, C.P. 161400.  The total cost of these 
services is $36,500, payable from Fund 225, Agency 161400, Object 626600. 
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FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE CONSENT NO.  7      
 
  

BOARD AGENDA NO.   
 
 
DATE: July 10, 2012   RE: Abatement List for Board 

Approval 
 
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 

County Administrator 
 
Mark Monacelli, Director 
Public Records & Property Valuation 

 
  David L. Sipila 
  County Assessor 
 
   
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
The County Assessor will meet all state mandates for classifying and valuing taxable 
parcels for property tax purposes as outlined in Minn. Stat. § 270 through 273. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to approve the attached abatements. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The intent of abatements is to provide equitable treatment to individual taxpayers while 
at the same time exercising prudence with the tax monies due to the taxing authorities 
within St Louis County. Abatements are processed in conformance with St. Louis 
County Board Resolution No. 861, dated November 30, 1993, outlining the Board’s 
policy on abatement of ad valorem taxes. This Policy provides direction for the 
abatement of: 1) Current year taxes; 2) Current year penalty and costs; 3) Past year 
taxes; and 4) Past year penalty, interest, and costs.   
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve the attached list of 
abatements. 



 Abatement List for Board Approval 
 

 
BY COMMISSIONER ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
 RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the applications for 
abatements, correction of assessed valuations and taxes plus penalty and interest, and 
any additional accrual, identified in County Board File No. 59401. 
 
 
 
 
 



Abatements Submitted for Approval by the St. Louis County Board

on 7/24/2012

7/2/2012

 2:27:36PM

Page 1 of 1

PARCEL CODE AUD NBR NAME TYPE LOCATION REASON REDUCTIONAPPRAISER YEAR

Hibbing 140  99  830 0  14509 R HOMESTEAD  748.58Carol WaselkANRICAN, MARGARET 2012

Beatty 250  10  370 0  14528 R VALUATION  147.34Beth SokoloskiBOLLOM, BRIAN 2011

Beatty 250  10  370 0  14527 R VALUATION  171.96Beth SokoloskiBOLLOM, BRIAN 2012

Ely 30  372  340 0  14510 R HOMESTEAD  714.12Chris LinkCOLE, JENNIFER 2012

60-19 725  10  705 0  14511 R HOMESTEAD  452.84Bob WiinanenDALLMAN, MARK 2012

Morse 465  20  4970 0  14512 R VALUATION  83.28Ben ThomasEVANISH, JOHN F 2012

City of Duluth 10  3010  4650 0  14513 R HOMESTEAD  371.42Diane SuomiFEIST, MICHAEL 2012

City of Duluth 10  1220  2420 0  14514 R HOMESTEAD  338.20Diane SuomiGROTH, HEIDI 2012

City of Duluth 10  4520  15020 0  14515 R HOMESTEAD  336.94Diane SuomiHOWARD, JASON 2012

Clinton 295  17  1935 0  14516 R EXEMPT  1,152.22Ben ThomasJOKI, ROBERT R 2012

Balkan 235  60  220 0  14517 R HOMESTEAD  654.50Mike HarveyKEALY, BRET 2012

Meadowlands T. 440  10  1600 0  14518 R HOMESTEAD  489.40Jan JacksonKICH, CALYSTA 2012

60-19 725  50  235 0  14519 R HOMESTEAD  436.62Bob WiinanenLENZEN, KEVIN 2012

City of Duluth 10  3760  760 0  14520 R HOMESTEAD  296.08Diane SuomiMUSCATELLO, SHIRLEY 2012

City of Duluth 10  3510  2100 0  14521 R HOMESTEAD  339.50Diane SuomiPARKS, ERIK 2012

Chisholm 20  40  870 0  14522 R HOMESTEAD  720.04Bob WiinanenSTANIGER, JOHN 2012

EAGLE'S NEST 317  10  3270 0  14529 R VALUATION  498.32Ellen TrancheffSTONICH, SARAH 2010

EAGLE'S NEST 317  10  3270 0  14530 R VALUATION  1,442.80Ellen TrancheffSTONICH, SARAH 2011
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PUBLIC SAFETY AND CORRECTIONS COMMITTEE  
CONSENT NO.  8  

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.  

 
DATE: July 10, 2012   RE: Radio Communications Facility 

Lease Agreement 
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 

County Administrator 
 
Ross Litman 
Sheriff 

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
To serve the citizens and the public safety community by providing a fast, effective 
emergency and non-emergency public safety communications system. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize a ten-year agreement with the 
State of Minnesota for use of tower and shelter space at the Sax Communication 
Facility near Zim, Minnesota. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office wishes to lease space at a communications facility 
consisting of a tower and shelter near the City of Zim.   The tower has excess space 
which the State of Minnesota has allowed St. Louis County to use as an integral part of 
the Allied Radio Matrix for Emergency Response (ARMER) Radio system.  The county 
will be allowed use of this facility at no charge for the next ten years, and will be 
responsible for maintaining its own equipment in accordance with the language of the 
agreement.   
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that St. Louis County Board authorize a ten-year agreement with the 
State of Minnesota for the county’s use of tower and shelter space at the Sax 
Communications Facility at no cost, beginning September 1, 2012.    



Radio Communications Facility Lease Agreement 
 

 
BY COMMISSIONER ____________________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota has available tower space at its Sax 
Communications Facility near the City of Zim; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office is in need of communications 
space on the tower for the Allied Radio Matrix for Emergency Response (ARMER) 
systems. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board 
authorizes the appropriate county officials to enter into a ten-year agreement with the 
State of Minnesota for the county’s use of tower and shelter space at the Sax 
Communications Facility at no cost, beginning September 1, 2012 through August 31, 
2022. 
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