
AGENDA 

 

  REGULAR MEETING 

    OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 

         ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

 

            Tuesday, September 11, 2012, 9:30 A.M. 

 

             County Board Room, Second Floor 

       St. Louis County Courthouse 

           100 N. 5
th

 Avenue West 

   Duluth, Minnesota 

          

 

  KEITH NELSON, Chair 

Sixth District 

  

FRANK JEWELL           STEVE O’NEIL                           CHRIS DAHLBERG 

   First District               Second District       Third District 

 

MIKE FORSMAN      PEG SWEENEY, Vice-Chair                  STEVE RAUKAR 

    Fourth District     Fifth District      Seventh District 

 

 County Auditor County Administrator  County Attorney Clerk of the Board 

Donald Dicklich   Kevin Gray  Mark Rubin  Patricia Stolee 

 
The St. Louis County Board of Commissioners welcomes you to this meeting.  This agenda contains a brief 

description of each item to be considered.  The Board encourages your participation.  If you wish to speak on an 

item contained in the agenda, you will be allowed to address the Board when a motion is on the floor.  If you wish to 

speak on a matter that does not appear on the agenda, you may do so during the public comment period at the 

beginning of the meeting.  Except as otherwise provided by the Standing Rules of the County Board, no action shall 

be taken on any item not appearing in the agenda. 

 

When addressing the Board, please sign in at the podium and state your name and address for the record.  Please 

address the Board as a whole through the Chair.  Comments to individual Commissioners or staff are not permitted.  

The St. Louis County Board promotes adherence to civility in conducting the business of the County.  Civility will 

provide increased opportunities for civil discourse in order to find positive resolutions to the issue before the Board.  

Tools of civility include: pay attention, listen, be inclusive, do not gossip, show respect, be agreeable, apologize, 

give constructive criticism and take responsibility [County Board Resolution No. 560, adopted on September 9, 

2003].  Speakers will be limited to five (5) minutes. 

 

**In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, those requiring accommodation for this meeting should 

notify Property Management 72 hours prior to the meeting at (218)725-5085.** 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All supporting documentation is available for public review in the County Auditor’s Office, 100 North 5th Avenue 

West - Room No. 214, St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, during regular business hours 8:00 A.M. - 4:30 

P.M., Monday through Friday.  Agenda is also available on our website at 

http://www.stlouiscountymn.gov/GOVERNMENT/BoardofCommissioners.aspx 

http://www.stlouiscountymn.gov/GOVERNMENT/BoardofCommissioners.aspx
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9:30 A.M. Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call 

 

AT THIS TIME CITIZENS WILL BE ALLOWED TO ADDRESS THE  

 BOARD ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA. [Speakers will be limited to 5  

  minutes each.] 

                          

FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA, CITIZENS WILL BE ALLOWED TO  

ADDRESS THE BOARD AT THE TIME A MOTION IS ON THE FLOOR. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Approval of business submitted on the consent agenda. 

 

 

REGULAR AGENDA 

 

Health & Human Services Committee – Commissioner O’Neil, Chair 

1. Contract amendment for Special Family Homeless Prevention and Assistance Program 

(FHPAP) disaster relief funds.  {12-350R} [Rules must be suspended.  Has not been to 

Committee.] 

 

Finance & Budget Committee – Commissioner Raukar, Chair 

2. Certification of the 2013 Unorganized Township road maintenance levy.  

 {12-343} [Without recommendation.] 

 

3. Certification of the 2013 St. Louis County Housing and Redevelopment Authority levy. 

{12-344} [Without recommendation.] 

 

4. Certification of the 2013 maximum property tax levy.  {12-342} [Without 

recommendation.] 

 

 

 

 



BOARD LETTER NO. 12 – 350 

REPLACEMENT 

 

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE  

 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2012 BOARD AGENDA NO. 1 

 

   
DATE: September 11, 2012  RE: Contract Amendment for 

Special FHPAP Disaster Relief 
Funds 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Ann M. Busche, Director 

Public Health & Human Services 
 

  
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Adults will live in the least restrictive living arrangement that meets their health and 
safety needs.  
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize a contract amendment to increase 
the current Family Homeless Prevention and Assistance Program (FHPAP) contract 
with the State of Minnesota, Minnesota Housing Finance Agency, by $125,000 for 
prevention funds for homeless households in St. Louis County.   
 
BACKGROUND: 
The State of Minnesota has secured through a special legislative Disaster Relief 
Session funds in the amount of $250,000 to serve residents in both St. Louis and 
Carlton counties to meet the needs of homeless households due to the flood disaster in 
St. Louis County and surrounding communities in June 2012. The funds will be split 
equally, with St. Louis County administering $125,000 to its residents and Lakes & 
Pines Community Action Program administering the remaining funds to residents of 
Carlton County. 
 
The funds are restricted to Family Homeless Prevention & Assistance eligible 
households, which will be specified by a simple assessment.  The funds are able to 
assist eligible households with a variety of immediate needs, retroactive to the June 19, 
2012 flood date, and must also be made available to flood victims who may have 
already moved outside of affected areas. This is included to ensure that those displaced 
from their homes and have moved out of the area cannot be denied their eligibility for 
funding. Special funding can reimburse the current FHPAP allotment, provided the 
services or assistance rendered falls within the flood-specific parameters outlined in the 
FHPAP statute and in the forthcoming directive.  The special disaster relief funds must 
be expended by June 30, 2013.  Allowable FHPAP assistance includes the following 



activities:  Damage deposits, multiple months of assistance, moving expenses, utilities, 
housing search placement & assistance case management.   
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve an amendment to the 
current Minnesota Housing Finance Agency, Family Homelessness Prevention and 
Assistance Program contract for an increase in the amount of $125,000 for the contract 
period of July 1, 2011, to June 30, 2013, in order to begin assisting households 
impacted by the June 2012 floods. 
 
Budget Reference: 
 
230-232001-530701-23204-99999999-2011 Revenue 
230-232001-607200-23204-99999999-2011 Expense 



Contract Amendment for Special FHPAP Disaster Relief Funds 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER _______________________________________________                                                                                                        
 
 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota has secured through a 2012 special 
legislative Disaster Relief Session funds in the amount of $125,000 for St. Louis County 
to meet the needs of homeless households due to the natural flood disaster of June 
2012; and  
  

WHEREAS, funds are restricted to Family Homeless Prevention & Assistance 
Program (FHPAP) eligible households, which will be specified by a simple assessment, 
retroactive to June 19, 2012, and must also be made available to flood victims who may 
have already moved outside of affected areas. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board 
approves an amendment to the current Minnesota Housing & Finance Agency, Family 
Homelessness Prevention and Assistance Program contract for an increase of 
$125,000 for the contract period of July 1, 2011, to June 30, 2013, in order to begin 
assisting households impacted by the June 2012 floods. 
 
 RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 
appropriate county officials to execute contract amendments with the Salvation Army 
and the Arrowhead Economic Opportunity Agency to deliver services funded by these 
Special Disaster Relief Session funds to FHPAP eligible households, such contract 
amendments to be paid from 230-232001-607200-23204-99999999-2011. 

 
Budget Reference: 
 
230-232001-530701-23204-99999999-2011 Revenue 
230-232001-607200-23204-99999999-2011 Expense 
 



 

 BOARD LETTER NO.  12 - 343  

 

 

  FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE NO.  2   

 

  

  SEPTEMBER 11, 2012  BOARD AGENDA NO.  2  
 
 
DATE: September 4, 2012   RE: 2013 Unorganized Township 

Road Levy  
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 

County Administrator 
 
  James T. Foldesi 
  Public Works Director/Highway Engineer 

 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Provide a safe, well maintained road and bridge system. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to adopt a levy for the purpose of road and 
bridge maintenance and construction in unorganized townships. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Minnesota Laws 1995, Chapter 47, authorizes the county to pool unorganized town 
road levies pursuant to Minn. Stat. §163.06.  These levies are for the purpose of road 
and bridge maintenance and construction. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve the attached resolution 
authorizing the county to act on behalf of the unorganized townships for the purpose of 
road and bridge maintenance and construction and adopt a levy of $930,000 for 2013. 



2013 Unorganized Township Road Levy  
 

 
BY COMMISSIONER __________________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, Minnesota Laws 1995, Chapter 47, authorizes the county to pool 
unorganized town road levies pursuant to Minn. Stat. §163.06. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board, acting 
on behalf of unorganized townships for the purpose of road and bridge maintenance 
and construction, adopts and certifies a maximum levy of $930,000 for the year 2013 to 
be levied only in such unorganized townships. 



 

 BOARD LETTER NO.  12 - 344   

 

 

FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE NO.  3    

  

 

  SEPTEMBER 11, 2012 BOARD AGENDA NO.  3   
 
 
 

DATE: September 4, 2012   RE: HRA 2013 Proposed Levy 
 
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray  

County Administrator 
 

  Barbara Hayden, Director 
  Planning & Community Development 

HRA Executive Director 
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Expanding affordable housing opportunities, maximizing financial resources, and 
promoting strategies that result in an expanded tax base. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to certify the St. Louis County Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority (HRA) maximum proposed property tax levy for 2013. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Minn. Stat. § 275.065 requires all special taxing districts to certify a proposed property 
tax levy to the County Auditor on or before September 15, 2012. The St. Louis County 
HRA has exercised the authority to levy since 1990. The HRA tax levy for 2013 is 
proposed at a one percent increase over 2012, or $208,940. The HRA Board of 
Commissioners approved a proposed property tax levy for 2013 in the amount of 
$208,940 and recommended that the St. Louis County Board certify the levy at this 
amount. Attached is a copy of the 2013 HRA budget. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:                                     
It is recommended the St. Louis County Board certify the St. Louis County HRA 
maximum proposed property tax levy for 2013 in the amount of $208,940. 
 



HRA 2013 Proposed Levy 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER __________________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) 
must establish a maximum proposed property tax levy and have this amount certified by 
the St. Louis County Board by September 15, 2012. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board 
certifies the HRA maximum property tax levy for 2013 in the amount of $208,940. 



















 

 BOARD LETTER NO.  12 - 342 

 

 

 FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE NO. 1     

 

  

    SEPTEMBER 11, 2012  BOARD AGENDA NO.  4       
 
 
DATE: September 4, 2012   RE: Certification of 2013 Maximum 

Property Tax Levy 
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 

County Administrator 
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
To ensure that board directives are followed and are in full compliance with state laws 
and regulations. 
  
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to move the certification of the 2013 maximum 
property tax levy to the September 11, 2012, County Board agenda. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Minn. Stat. § 275.065 requires the County Board to adopt a maximum proposed 
property tax levy for taxes payable in 2013 and certify that amount to the County Auditor 
on or before September 15, 2012. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
The 2013 maximum property tax levy recommendation based on a preliminary 
proposed budget will be provided to the County Board for consideration at the 
September 11, 2012, County Board meeting. 



Certification of 2013 Maximum Property Tax Levy 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER _________________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board must establish a maximum proposed 
property tax levy and have this amount certified to the County Auditor by the St. Louis 
County Board by September 15, 2012. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board 
certifies the maximum property tax levy for 2013 in the amount of $_______________. 
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