
Request for Proposals 
 
Medication Assisted Treatment Service Provider (as licensed under Minnesota 
Department of Human Services Rule 31) 
 
 
St Louis County is acting as the lead agency in issuing this request for proposal.  
Submissions should be made to: 
 
 Ann Busche, Director 
 St. Louis County Public Health and Human Services 
 320 West Second Street 
 Duluth, MN 55802 
 
Deadline for submission is:  Friday, November 2, 2012 
 
Purpose of Request for Proposals: 
 
Minnesota Rules 9530.6800 require that the Commissioner of Human Services 
determine a service need prior to the issuance of a license for chemical dependency 
treatment.  Moreover, any request for additional or expanded chemical dependency 
treatment program must be determined in part based on the recommendation of the 
county in which the program will be located.   
 
As a support to the state in their decisions and planning, St. Louis County - in 
conjunction with area counties, tribes, law enforcement, and related professionals - is 
further assessing the need for, and if indicated, the fitting service approach needed for 
medication assisted treatment under DHS Rule 31.   Therefore, St. Louis County is 
hereby requesting submissions by currently licensed and qualified MN DHS Rule 31 
providers (or similarly licensed and qualified providers under other State rules) to submit 
proposals for the operation of a medication assisted treatment service (opioid treatment 
program) in southern St. Louis County that could serve up to four-hundred (400) clients.   
 
A collaborative of area counties, tribes, law enforcement, and related professionals will 
review the written responses to this RFP; in addition, they may invite select respondents 
to a further discussion so as to fully understand the contents of the response. 
 
As the outcome of this request for a proposal process, St. Louis County may elect to 
submit for recommendation to the Minnesota Commissioner of Human Services both an 
identified level of need for the service – and the name of a prospective provider and 
service model that best meets the area needs.  Any provider recommended to the State 
Department of Human Services (DHS) for possible licensing would still be required to 
meet or exceed all of the Rule 31 licensing requirements and submit a complete 
application to the Minnesota Department of Human Services.   
 
 



 
 
Proposals must include the following:   
 
Provider Name: 
 
Proposal Contact Person:   
 
Provider Address: 
 
Current Licensed Locations: 
 
Organization’s Mission Statement: 
 
Background Information 
 
Please explain your organization’s experience and operating structure associated with 
operating a MN DHS Rule 31 (or similarly licensed and qualified providers under other 
State rules) licensed facility - specifically: 
 

 years of experience 

 organizational structure showing management levels and staff reporting 
relationships 

 treatment director’s experience in direct service to individuals with chemical use 
problems 

 alcohol and drug counselor supervisor’s experience in direct service to 
individuals with chemical use problems 

 the number of clients served and the primary services provided. 
 
Why is your organization interested in replying to the request for proposals?   How does 
it fit into your mission statement? 
 
Program Management and Service Delivery 
 
In the delivery of medication assisted treatment services, please detail how your 
organization would do the following: 
 

1. Coordinate service development and provision of a best practice model in the 
context of state, regional, county, tribal, and the "surrounding community" public 
health and human service plans. 

2. Establish and maintain a collaborative community practice model distinguished 
by service integration and coordinated case planning with individuals and 
families connected with clinic services.  

3. Promote and assure transparency of a client's dispensed medications with 
corrections, the CHIPS courts, and other involved social service, and health care 
providers.  



4. Establish a medication tapering plan for each client, unless otherwise 
documented as contraindicated.  Please explain how your organization would 
provide an internal review to ensure that any variance from a tapering plan is 
monitored.   

5. Develop a plan for significantly exceeding the current MN statewide average of 
5% for client completion of medication assisted treatment with methadone. 

6. Assure that a proposed clinic's location site and facility would  be designed to 
support the safety and well-being of clients, staff, and the community, and would 
facilitate the provision of comprehensive ancillary services for tapering of 
medications. 

7. Assure and demonstrate commitment to communication and coordination with 
the Children and Family Services areas of county human service departments.  
This would include: prompt releases of client information when furnished a 
properly executed and signed release of client information; a commitment to the 
Minnesota Mandated Child reporting law, including reporting of any use of non-
prescription drugs by a pregnant woman and instances of prescribed or non-
prescribed drug use that impairs a parent from providing care and safety for their 
children. 

8. Establish a measurable and effective means for prevention of medication dose 
diversion and a responsive and ameliorative means for dealing with client non-
compliance, in conjunction with state, tribal, and county agencies, as well as 
local, state, and federal law enforcement.   

 

Program Description and Service Components 

As a currently licensed MN DHS Rule 31 provider (or similarly licensed and qualified 
providers under other State rules), please submit the written policies/services you have 
developed as a part of the licensing process.  Please indicate any changes you would 
make from these existing policies/services to better align with the operation of a 
medication assisted treatment service (opioid treatment program).   Examples would 
include the following broad categories: 

 Initial services plan. 

 Comprehensive assessment. 

 Individual treatment plans 

 Treatment services 

 Medical services 

 Client records 

 Staffing requirements 

 Staff qualifications 

 Provider policies and procedures 

 Personnel policies and procedures 

 Service initiation and termination policies 

 Policies and procedures that protect client rights 

 Behavioral emergency procedures 



 Evaluation 

 License holders serving adolescents 

 License holders serving clients with children 

 License holders serving persons with chemical substance abuse and mental 
health disorders 

 Methadone programs serving intravenous drug abusers 


