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The St. Louis County Board of Commissioners welcomes you to this meeting.  This agenda contains a brief 

description of each item to be considered.  The Board encourages your participation.  If you wish to speak on an 

item contained in the agenda, you will be allowed to address the Board when a motion is on the floor.  If you wish to 

speak on a matter that does not appear on the agenda, you may do so during the public comment period at the 

beginning of the meeting.  Except as otherwise provided by the Standing Rules of the County Board, no action shall 

be taken on any item not appearing in the agenda. 

 

When addressing the Board, please sign in at the podium and state your name and address for the record.  Please 

address the Board as a whole through the Chair.  Comments to individual Commissioners or staff are not permitted.  

The St. Louis County Board promotes adherence to civility in conducting the business of the County.  Civility will 

provide increased opportunities for civil discourse in order to find positive resolutions to the issue before the Board.  

Tools of civility include: pay attention, listen, be inclusive, do not gossip, show respect, be agreeable, apologize, 

give constructive criticism and take responsibility [County Board Resolution No. 560, adopted on September 9, 

2003].  Speakers will be limited to five (5) minutes. 

 

**In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, those requiring accommodation for this meeting should 

notify Property Management 72 hours prior to the meeting at (218)725-5085.** 

 

 

 

 
All supporting documentation is available for public review in the County Auditor’s Office, 100 North 5th Avenue 

West - Room No. 214, St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, during regular business hours 8:00 A.M. - 4:30 

P.M., Monday through Friday.  Agenda is also available on our website at 

http://www.stlouiscountymn.gov/GOVERNMENT/BoardofCommissioners.aspx 
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9:30 A.M. Moment of Silence 

  Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call 

 

“Words of Wisdom” – Commissioner Raukar, Seventh District 

 

AT THIS TIME CITIZENS WILL BE ALLOWED TO ADDRESS THE  

 BOARD ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA. [Speakers will be limited to 5  

  minutes each.] 

                          

FOR ITEMS LISTED ON THE BOARD AGENDA OR COMMITTEE OF THE 

WHOLE AGENDA, CITIZENS WILL BE ALLOWED TO ADDRESS THE 

BOARD AT THE TIME A MOTION IS ON THE FLOOR. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Approval of business submitted on the consent agenda. 

 

REGULAR AGENDA 

Environment & Natural Resources Committee – Commissioner Rukavina, Chair 
1. Add a parcel of tax forfeited land described as Pastoret Terrace, Lots 29 and 31, Duluth 

Proper 1
st
 Division East 1

st
 Street, to a list of tax forfeited lands to be withheld from 

repurchase for one year. {16-102} [Without recommendation.] 

Finance & Budget Committee – Commissioner Nelson, Chair 
2. Professional services contract with LHB, Inc., of Duluth, MN, for architect and 

engineering design services for the Arrowhead Economic Opportunity Agency (AEOA) 

and Range Mental Health Center (RMHC) facility construction project in Virginia, MN. 

{16-106} [Without recommendation.] 

Central Management & Intergovernmental Committee – Commissioner Jewell, Chair 
3. Designate Unorganized Precinct 24 as a mail ballot precinct for all future state and 

county elections.  {16-99} [Without recommendation.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADJOURNED: 

 



BOARD LETTER NO. 16 - 102 

 

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE NO. 2 

 

MARCH 8, 2016 BOARD AGENDA NO. 1 

 

DATE: March 1, 2016   RE: List of Forfeited Lands –  
      127-129 East First Street 

(Duluth, MN) 
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 

County Administrator 
 

Mark Weber, Director 
Land and Minerals 

  
         
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Performing public services. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to file a list of forfeited lands with the County 
Auditor to withhold said lands from repurchase for one year.  
  
BACKGROUND: 
Minn. Stat. § 282.322 authorizes county boards to file a list of tax-forfeited lands with 
the county auditor to be withheld from repurchase if the board is of the opinion that such 
lands may be acquired by the state or any municipal subdivision for public purposes. If 
no proceeding to acquire such lands by the state or a municipal subdivision is started 
within one year after filing the list, the county board shall withdraw the list and the 
previous owner shall have one year in which to repurchase. 
 
On January 29, 2015, an Abatement Order was issued by the City of Duluth ordering 
the owner of Pastoret Terrace, located on the 100 E. First Street Block, to repair, 
rehabilitate, demolish, or remove the building because an inspection had revealed that 
the building was in an unsafe and unsanitary condition. The Order required the 
submission of a report on the structural condition of the building prepared by a structural 
engineer. The Abatement Order was not complied with in 2015.    
 
Pastoret Terrace forfeited to the State of Minnesota on November 30, 2015.  St. Louis 
County received a letter from the Duluth Economic Development Authority (DEDA) on 
December 23, 2015, indicating that DEDA is very interested in working with St. Louis 
County and the City of Duluth to identify appropriate options and resources to seed the 
redevelopment of the Pastoret Terrace property. St. Louis County is currently soliciting 



quotes for a licensed engineer to report on the structural condition and integrity of the 
building.   
 
The Land and Minerals Department received a signed application to repurchase the 
property from the former owner on February 1, 2016. The repurchase application is 
attached.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board add Pastoret Terrace to a list of tax 
forfeited lands to be filed with the County Auditor to be withheld from repurchase to 
allow time for DEDA and the City of Duluth to acquire the property for demolition and 
redevelopment purposes.  
 
  



List of Forfeited Lands –  127-129 East First Street (Duluth, MN) 
 
 

BY COMMISSIONER: _________________________________________________ 
 
 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.322 authorizes county boards to file a list of tax-
forfeited lands with the county auditor to be withheld from repurchase if the board is of 
the opinion that such lands may be acquired by the state or any municipal subdivision 
for public purposes. If no proceeding to acquire such lands by the state or a municipal 
subdivision is started within one year after filing the list, the county board shall withdraw 
the list and the previous owner shall have one year in which to repurchase; and 

 
WHEREAS, On November 30, 2015, the following described property forfeited to 

the State of Minnesota for nonpayment of taxes:  
 

Pastoret Terrace  
Lots 29 and 31 
Duluth Proper 1st Division East 1st Street 
Parcel 010-0930-00270; and 

 
WHEREAS, The former owner of Pastoret Terrace did not comply with an 

Abatement Order issued by the City of Duluth in 2015 ordering the submission of a 
report by a licensed engineer on the structural condition of the building; and 

 
WHEREAS, The Duluth Economic Development Authority, working with the City 

of Duluth, has expressed an interest in acquiring the property for redevelopment 
purposes; 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board shall add 

parcel 010-0930-00270, also known as Pastoret Terrace, to a list of tax forfeited lands 
to be filed with the County Auditor to be withheld from repurchase for one year because 
the County Board is of the opinion that the property may be acquired by a municipal 
subdivision for redevelopment purposes.  
 



 

 
NOTICE OF APPEAL RIGHTS 
You have a right to appeal an order, decision or determination issued by the building official about the Minnesota State Building 
Code (MSBC) by appealing to the State Building Code Appeals Board in accordance with MSBC 1300.0230.  You have a right to 
appeal an order, decision or determination about Duluth City Code Chapter 10 within 15 days, by submitting application for appeal 
and payment of the appeal fee ($120) in accordance with Duluth City Code Section 10-5.  An application for appeal to an order by 
the building official shall be based on a claim that the true intent of the code or the rules has been incorrectly interpreted, the 
provisions of the building code do not fully apply or an equally good or better form of compliance is proposed.  The board has no 
authority to waive requirements of the building code. 
 

 
January 29, 2015        ABATEMENT ORDER 
 
Attn:  Temple Corporation    Copasetic, Inc. 
 Eric Ringsred     Paul King 
 701 West Arrowhead Rd.   441 Kenilworth Ave 
 Duluth, MN.  55811    Duluth, MN 55803 
 
Re: Pastoret Terrace 
 Parcel ID:  010-0930-00270 
 
Dear Property Owner,  
 
A recent site inspection by this office has revealed that the building at the above listed address is in an 
unsafe and unsanitary condition. 
 
Minnesota State Building Code (MSBC) Section 1311.0107 requires that all buildings, structures, 
systems, devices and safeguards and all parts thereof be maintained in a safe and sanitary condition in 
conformance with applicable codes.  Further, MSBC Section 1300.0180 requires that the unsafe building 
and building appendages be abated by repair, rehabilitation, demolition, or removal, according to 
Minnesota statutes, sections 463.15 to 463.26. 
 
You are hereby ordered to comply with MSBC 1311.0107 and MSBC 1300.0180 by repairing, 
rehabilitating, demolishing, or removing the building.  In order to establish the scope of required repairs, 
you are ordered to submit a complete report of the structural condition of the building prepared by a 
Minnesota licensed structural engineer as well as a report on the condition of the building’s ability to resist 
infiltration of water. The report shall include a description of the current condition and a plan to repair the 
roof, floors, exterior walls, and foundation to comply at a minimum with the standards required by the 
building code or for the demolition and removal of the structure. 
 
In order to prevent further deterioration of the structure and eliminate the blighted condition of the 
property, within 90 days of the date of this letter the report and plans described above and applicable 
permit applications must be submitted to Construction Services or a demolition permit shall be obtained 
and the building demolished.  If the building is not demolished, all work required to achieve code 
compliance shall be completed by December 31, 2015. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
Dan Nelson 
City of Duluth Building Official 
 
C: Michael Conlan, Pastoret Partners 







City of Duluth

Legal :  
Lots 29 and 31
Duluth Proper 1st Division East 1st Street
Parcel Code:010-0930-00270
  

Address:  109, 113 N 2 Ave E
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                Duluth, MN 55803
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BOARD LETTER NO.  16 – 106    

 

FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE NO.  2 

 

MARCH 8, 2016  BOARD AGENDA NO.  2 

 

DATE: March 1, 2016 RE: Architect and Engineer Design 
Services – AEOA/Range Mental 
Health Center (Virginia) 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Tony Mancuso, Director 
  Property Management  
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Provide safe, secure, efficient, and code compliant facilities and facility operations. 
Administer capital improvement and facilities construction projects. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to approve a professional services contract 
with LHB Engineers & Architects of Duluth, MN, for the predesign, planning/design, 
construction and bid documents, project administration and project close out for the 
Arrowhead Economic Opportunity Agency (AEOA) and Range Mental Health Center 
(RMHC) facility construction project in Virginia, MN. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The County Board adopted Resolution No. 13-515 on August 6, 2013, supporting the 
AEOA/RMHC 2014 Capital Appropriation Request. County Board Resolution No. 15-
393 dated June 23, 2015, accepted the award of $3,000,000 in State of Minnesota 
General Obligation Bond funds for the predesign/design/site acquisition and 
improvements for a new AEOA/RMHC facility. Of the $3,000,000, $1,800,000 was 
designated for predesign/design and the remainder ($1,200,000) would be available for 
additional design (if required), land acquisition and site work. 
 
The Purchasing Division solicited proposals on December 23, 2015, for the predesign/ 
design services portion of the building construction project. Ten (10) architect and 
engineering firms submitted proposals, with four (4) being interviewed and LHB, Inc., 
being the successful proposing firm. 
 
The Predesign Phase (Phase I) of this project is a negotiated fixed fee in an amount of 
$43,600. Final Design (Phase II) and Construction Administration (Phase III) were 
estimated at $881,004 and $310,213, respectively, in LHB’s winning proposal.  The 



county has reserved the right in the Architect and Engineer services contract to 
renegotiate LHB’s Phase II and Phase III fees based on the planning and design 
outcomes of Phase I and Phase II.  Further, the county has reserved the right to delay 
or discontinue Phase III Construction Administration services contingent on successful 
construction funding for this project from both governmental and non-governmental 
sources.   
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board authorize a professional services 
contract with LHB Engineers & Architects of Duluth, MN, for the AEOA/RMHC new 
facility construction project in Virginia, MN, in an amount not to exceed $1,234,817, 
payable from Fund 400, Agency 400040, Grant 40040, Year 2015.   
  



Architect and Engineer Design Services – AEOA/Range Mental 
Health Center (Virginia) 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER_______________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, The St. Louis County Purchasing Division requested bids on 
December 23, 2015 (RFP 5225A) for Architect/Engineer Services for the St. Louis 
County – Arrowhead Economic Opportunity Agency/Range Mental Health Center Office 
Building Project in Virginia, MN; and 
 
 WHEREAS, LHB, Inc., of Duluth, MN, submitted the winning technical and cost 
proposal of $1,234,817 for these services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, St. Louis County reserves the right to renegotiate LHB’s professional 
service fees for Phases II and III based on the planning/design outcomes of Phases I 
and II; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The county also reserves the right to delay or discontinue Phase III 
Construction Administration of this contract contingent on successful construction 
funding of the project from both governmental and non-governmental sources; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The county is eligible for reimbursement for all predesign and design 
services under this contract from a $3,000,000 2014 State of Minnesota Capital 
Appropriations Grant;  
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board authorizes 
the appropriate county officials enter into a professional services contract with LHB, 
Inc., of Duluth, MN, in an amount not to exceed $1,234,817, payable from Fund 400, 
Agency 400040, Grant 40040, Year 2015. 
 



BOARD LETTER NO. 16 - 99 

 

CENTRAL MANAGEMENT & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 

COMMITTEE CONSENT NO. 10 

 

MARCH 8, 2016 BOARD AGENDA NO. 3  

 

 
DATE: March 1, 2016 RE: Designating Unorganized 

Precinct 24 as a Mail Ballot 
Precinct 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
County Administrator 
 
Donald Dicklich 
County Auditor/Treasurer 

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
To provide effective, efficient government. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to designate Unorganized Precinct 24 as a 
mail ballot precinct.   
 
BACKGROUND: 
Minn. Stat. § 204B.45, allows counties to designate unorganized areas as mail ballot 
precincts for all state and county elections.  Mail ballot precinct voters receive their 
ballots in the mail at least 14 days prior to the election; a postage paid return envelope 
is included with the ballot. The voter completes their mail ballot, has their signature 
witnessed by either another voter or an appropriate official, and returns the ballot by 
mail to the County Auditor’s Office where it is tallied on election night. St. Louis County 
has seventeen mail ballot precincts in unorganized areas.   
 
Currently, there are fifty-seven registered voters in Unorganized Precinct 24. During 
past elections, voters residing in Unorganized Precinct 24 voted at the Morse Township 
polling location at no charge to St. Louis County. In order to continue providing polling 
place services for Unorganized Precinct 24, Morse Township has requested 
reimbursement at a rate of $175 per election. After analysis of voter activity, designating 
the precinct as a mail ballot precinct will make voting more convenient for residents and 
will be a more cost-effective method of administering the election.        
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board designate Unorganized Precinct 24 
as a mail ballot precinct for all future state and county elections. 

 



Designating Unorganized Precinct 24 as a Mail Ballot Precinct 
 

 
BY COMMISSIONER____________________________________________________ 
 

 
RESOLVED, That the St. Louis County Board hereby designates Unorganized 

Precinct 24 as a mail ballot precinct for all future state and county elections pursuant to 
Minn. Stat. § 204B.45. 
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