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STATE PUBLIC ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

This document summarizes the process and requirements needed to be considered for state public
assistance following a disaster or emergency where a county or the state does not qualify for federal
assistance.

1. The county or state must declare an emergency during the incident period.
2. The county must submit a complete HSEM Initial Damage and Impact Assessment report.

3. HSEM will review the county Initial Damage and Impact Assessment Report to verify that the
reported costs and damages are eligible under the program requirements.

4. HSEM will review all county assessment reports submitted to determine if a federal or state
Preliminary Damage Assessment (PDA) should be conducted.

5. If the damages fall below what is required to be considered for a federal disaster declaration,
HSEM will advise the impacted county(ies) that the county emergency manager will need to
submit a formal request to have a state PDA conducted in their county. (Sample Letter
Attached)

6. HSEM, in conjunction with local officials, will conduct a state PDA to determine the official level
of damages at that point.

7. If the PDA reveals eligible costs and damages which meet or exceed 50% of the assessed
county’s federal damage indicator, the county board must pass a resolution requesting state
disaster assistance as provided in Minnesota Statutes Chapter 12B.30.

8. HSEM will compile the documents received from the impacted county(ies) and submit them to
the Governor for consideration.

9. If the Governor determines that state disaster assistance is warranted, HSEM will meet with the
impacted county(ies) and their impacted communities to conduct a state Applicant Briefing to
begin the reimbursement process.





