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                St Louis County Child Foster Care
Class Descriptions 
September - December 2015
Please keep this flyer for future reference 
Please register for classes with Jessie! Info needed: your name, phone number & the classes with dates you are attending. Register by email at schunkj@stlouiscountymn.gov or on
 Jessie’s voicemail 218-471-7793 or 800-450-9777 x7793.
You will not receive a confirmation callback but will be notified if the class is cancelled.
For the Child Passenger Safety classes, register with the trainer. Thanks!  
Please plan ahead and prioritize training on your calendar.  
If you can’t attend a class you pre-registered for, notify Jessie ASAP.  
We need 10 registered at least five working days prior to the training to avoid classes canceling.  
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DHS Mandated Training Requirements
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS)/Shaken Baby Training
Required for those caring for children under age 6 and mandatory renewal every 5 years. We have this in DVD format, so please call Jessie Schunk for the resource and corresponding worksheet. You will receive a certificate when you return the DVD and the completed worksheet.  
Child Passenger Safety (CPS) (Core 3)
This is a mandatory class for those caring for children under age 9 and mandatory renewal every 5 years.
Please note these CPS classes need to be registered with the class instructor. 
Please leave your name & number w/the date of the class you will attend.  
Do not expect a call back unless the class is cancelled.  
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Duluth Child Passenger Safety Classes
To register, call Laura Owen at 218-348-0173.
Fee is $25.00 payable to the instructor.
Government Services Center at the 2nd Floor Training Suite  
Wednesday, September 16th, from 5:30 - 8:30 pm
Thursday, October 22nd, from 5:30 – 8:30 pm
Wednesday, November 18th, from 5:30 – 8:30 pm

Thursday, December 17th, from 5:30 – 8:30 pm

Virginia Child Passenger Safety Classes 

To register, call Roberta Morrow at 218-929-3334

Fee is $25.00 payable to the instructor.
Virginia Fire Department   

Monday, October 5th, from 5:30 – 8:30 pm
Hibbing Child Passenger Safety Classes 

To register, call Roberta Morrow at 218-929-3334
Fee is $25.00 payable to the instructor.
Hibbing Fire Hall, upstairs in training room: 2320 Brooklyn Drive, Hibbing, MN 55746
Saturday, September 12th, from 9 – 12 pm
Thursday, November 19th, from 5:30 – 8:30 pm
Foster Care 1st Year Core Training  
Within the 1st year of licensing, new foster parents are required to complete 1 class in each of the core areas. These classes are indicated in parenthesis beside the class title, but are not limited to only new foster families. Additional core classes will be scheduled in the next training brochure so don’t be alarmed if the core class you need aren’t offered in the next few months. 
 Please call Jessie at 218-471-7793 if you have questions. 
Reviewing the Rule (Core 5)  

Trainers:  Jamie Olson, SLC Foster Care Licensing Social Worker

Rules aren’t made to be broken! In fact, the rules that govern child foster care are meant to protect the children in care and to protect the foster family. Being licensed as a foster parent means that you have agreed to abide by the rules, both state and county, and we will hold you to that agreement. Many potential problems in foster care could be avoided if the foster parent fully understood what safeguards the rule provided them. Please join our foster care licensors as they review critical points in the MN Department of Human Services Rule 2960. This class is strongly suggested for all licensed foster families.  

Virginia:

Northland Office Building, 3rd Floor Liz Prebich Room

Tuesday, September 29th, from 6 – 8 pm
Health and Safety Adventures in Foster Care: What new foster families need to know! (Core 9)

Trainer: Margaret Ratai, RN, PHN, Public Health Nurse II, SLC Public Health, Virginia Office  

Most of us are familiar with the typical health and safety issues that happen with children. What we aren't familiar with are some of the health and safety adventures you might encounter in Foster Care. This interactive workshop will cover topics such as hepatitis, lice, scabies, ringworm, blood borne pathogens, immunizations, and special health needs. Margaret will also update us about current concerns related to kids and their health needs. We’ll talk a bit about locating resources, WIC and Teen and Child Check-ups. Come prepared to learn a lot!   
Virginia:

Northland Office Building, 3rd Floor Liz Prebich Room

Thursday, October 29th, from 6 – 8:30 pm   
Intro to Working with Behaviors of Traumatized Children, (Core 6) or use for a CMH 
This introductory/core course will introduce participants to basic trauma principals. We will look at some of the common behaviors that children who have experienced trauma may exhibit and discuss possible interventions. The goal for the course is to establish a foundational base and common language that will assist foster parents in understanding the impact of traumatic stress, how traumatic stress can influence behaviors, and how foster parents can intervene. You will learn the skills and knowledge to identify impacts of traumatic stress on the lives of children and the ability to respond to the emotional and behavioral challenges of traumatized youth.
Virginia:

Northland Office Building, 3rd floor Liz Prebich room

Monday, November 2nd, from 6 – 8 pm

Special Topics
You are What You Eat: Know your Food, Know Yourself 
& Shedding Light on Sensory Processing Disorders

Trainer: Dr. Anthony Macioce
Dr. Anthony Macioce has been a licensed practicing Chiropractor for the last 13 years. Since then, he has educated thousands of Northland residents through over 200 community and corporate based health and nutrition presentations.  
He states, "As foster parents, you want to provide the best environment for your foster children.  Join us to learn how to enhance the already positive nutritional environment you are providing.  As a bonus, we will include information on how to specifically enhance the lives of children with special needs."

Join us for these related highly interactive and informative trainings. Topics covered include: The Standard American Diet (S.A.D.) ADHD, Autism, ADD, and ways to naturally improve children's health and well-being.

Virginia:

Northland Office Building, 3rd Floor Liz Prebich Room

Monday, October 19th, from 6 – 8:00 pm   
Everything I Wish I Knew About Foster Care & Nobody Told Me!!!
Trainers: Experienced and “maybe not so experienced” foster families

Come to this foster family training/fun time and hear the truth from other foster families, some who have been licensed for 20+ years and some who have gotten through or are in their first placement. This is a workshop for all foster families to share and glean wisdom from each other. This isn’t a support group in disguise, but truly an opportunity for our families to share nuggets of wisdom with each other on how to survive and thrive in foster care. We will actually have coffee and goodies to share with you as you share your stories with each other!
Virginia:

Site to be determined

Thursday November 5th, from 6 – 8 00 or 8:30 pm   
2015 Health & Human Service Conference

Duluth Entertainment and Convention Center
Thursday & Friday, October 15-16
Our 2015 conference will feature Judge Floerke who will address the conference theme "The Dance of Compassion" Thursday, October 15th at 10:30 in the Duluth Entertainment Convention Center (DECC)Symphony Hall.

Nothing is ultimately effective without healthy human connection. In his keynote, Calling: Our Work and Our Lives, Judge Floerke will share a vision of an integrated understanding of addiction, recovery, alliance, and mindful practice to fortify and sustain us. Through sharing the rapidly expanding body of research surrounding brain development, trauma, and resiliency, he will present a moving depiction of addiction. He will articulate the compassionate presence, an essential component of recovery, and encourage us to see ourselves as part of that compassionate presence for those who are struggling. Finally, he will challenge us that in order to vibrantly walk out our vocations, each of us (admittedly strugglers ourselves) must grapple with our own need for renewal.  

Judge Shaun R. Floerke is the chief judge of the 6th District, chambered in Duluth. An innovator, Judge Floerke leads a high risk felony DWI Court; he is Co- Chair of the Minnesota Drug Court Initiative; he pioneered a community restorative circle model working with domestic violence offenders; and he is piloting a new approach to screen, educate and refer first-time offenders in order to prevent repeat offending. He serves with several teams of dedicated professionals and community members seeking to bring accountability and restoration for those in the judicial system. He focuses on people struggling with addiction and mental health concerns.  He trains judges and other professionals throughout Minnesota and across the nation and has received awards and commendations for his passionate efforts to work out justice effectively and with care, dignity, and respect.    

This is the Conference brochure link to see the workshops being offered:
http://www.stlouiscountymn.gov/Portals/0/library/government/departments/phhs/hhs-conference/2015-Conference-Broch.pdf     

To register, complete our online registration form:  www.stlouiscountymn.gov/hhsconference .   You will be sent an immediate email confirmation and be prompted to send $50.00 - please disregard and send $25.00!  

Your email is confirmation you are all set to attend. You could also register in person the day of the conference. You also need to let your licensor know you are attending so we can keep track of our reimbursement. So please send him/her or Jessie an email at schunkj@stlouiscountymn.gov .  
Go to www.stlouiscountymn.gov/hhsconference to register online - click on the link for “online registration”.
Make sure to complete the entire form, see example below. Read the instructions at the bottom of the next page to make sure you are filling out the registration form correctly: 
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Send in your online individual registration as required in the above link, 

Click on other and in the agency affiliation box indicate you are a St. Louis County child foster parent; 

Click on the correct registration fee; 
Send in the fee minus the $25 grant to the address listed. 
Make your check payable and mail to:
SLC Human Service Conference
125 Charles Avenue
St Paul, MN 55103
They will bill us for the remainder.  
If you can’t register on-line or don’t have access, please call Jessie Schunk at 218-471-7793, and she will register you.  

Online & other approved training sources include but are not limited to the following choices. Please contact Jessie Schunk for additional training resources. schunkj@stlouiscountymn.gov  or 218-471-7793 or 1-800-450-9777 x7793.

CHILDREN’S HOME SOCIETY & FAMILY SERVICES
Join Children’s Home Society & Family Services for classes, workshops, online webinars and support groups designed to help families stay strong and care for their children. http://www.chsfs.org/classes-events/classes
FOSTER PARENTS COLLEGE 
Certified online training courses for adoptive, kinship & foster parents. This resource has two types of classes: Self-directed and Instructor-led. The self-directed classes are good, very short introductory classes that give a good general overview of particular behaviors and problems that foster children often exhibit. These would be good classes for newer foster parents and those who are looking for some quick education on a particular subject. We’d recommend these to be used in limited amounts for those purposes. The Instructor-led classes appear to be very good, more in-depth classes suitable for more experienced foster parents and for in-depth learning on particular subjects. Please let us know how these classes work out for your purposes so we can assess their effectiveness for impacting the learning for foster parents. The web address is www.FosterParentCollege.com. Please remember to keep your certificates from these classes.  
MNASAP Classes

Please visit the website at www.mnasap.org and click on the training calendars in the left column. Also sign up for the newsletter they offer!  
St. Louis County Foster Care Resource Library

Please feel free to contact Jessie Schunk for resources, including books, DVD’s, VHS’s, and articles related to many issues of foster care. You may request topical information, or the complete list. We will mail the resources to you, you review and return the materials within two weeks along with a personal learning assessment tool to receive credit for the education you received from the materials.  schunkj@stlouiscountymn.gov. 
Please contact Jessie Schunk to register, with any questions regarding a specific class, or to offer other class suggestions.  800-450-9777 x7793 or  


218-471-7793 or schunkj@stlouiscountymn.gov











STANDARD TRAINING LOCATION 








Virginia


Northland Office Center


307 S First St


Virginia, MN  55792


Rooms as listed





 





  If you get locked out, 


call Jessie’s cell at 218-780-0475











PAGE  
2

