
OFFICE OF THE SAINT LOUIS COUNTY ATTORNEY  

MARK S. RUBIN      COUNTY ATTORNEY 

 
NEWS RELEASE 

April 20, 2016                   CONTACT: Mark Rubin, County Attorney’s Office 
              St. Louis County Courthouse 
              Duluth, MN 218-726-2323 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

Officer Involved Shooting on February 11, 2016 
regarding Kristen Kelly Johnson 

 
 

Accompanying this release, is a memorandum from Gary W. Bjorklund, Criminal 
Division Head-Duluth Courthouse.  
 
I have reviewed the memorandum prepared by Mr. Bjorklund. I have also 
reviewed accompanying reports and exhibits which are not yet available for 
release to the public until the investigation and charging decision on the related 
matter of any culpability on the part of Kristen Kelly Johnson is concluded.  
 
Regarding the conduct of Hermantown Police Officer K. Hansen and Minnesota 
State Trooper G. Gomez, I concur in the opinion of Mr. Bjorklund that the officers 
who used deadly force in the line of duty in the form of shooting Kristen Johnson 
while she was brandishing a 9 mm handgun in the direction of officers, were 
justified in acting to protect themselves, other officers, and even Ms. Johnson 
herself, from apparent death or great bodily harm. 
 
This is a tragic incident for all involved. Thankfully, there was no loss of life. 

No additional comments will be made until the related investigation is concluded.  
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