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Compelling story of World War II vet kicks off new County Board initiative 
 

Robert Givens was 18 years old when he enlisted in the United States Army Air Corps in 

1942, and was just 20 when, while on his sixth mission aboard a B-17 bomber bound for Germany, 

he was shot down over the English Channel. Originally from Leonidas and now living in Virginia, 

Givens recalls feeling the plane roll and break apart as he became pinned in a turret. His next 

memory is of falling 13,000 feet before hitting the water. He broke his back but, remarkably, 

survived the explosion, fall and 40 minutes in the chilly water. He was one of only four of his ten-

person crew to make it out alive. 

 Givens will share his story with St. Louis County Commissioners on Tuesday, January 22, 

during their County Board meeting, which will be held at the Industrial Town Hall, 7519 County 

Road 871, beginning at 9:30 a.m. His appearance kicks off an initiative announced by newly elected 

Board Chair Chris Dahlberg to highlight St. Louis County’s history through its people and places. At 

each meeting throughout the year, a different commissioner is invited to highlight a person, group or 

place in his district. The information they gather will be shared with the St. Louis County Historical 

Society. Givens was invited to speak by Commissioner Keith Nelson. 

The St. Louis County Board consists of seven commissioners, representing the 200,000 

citizens who live within the County’s 7,000-square-mile boundaries. For more information about the 

County, commissioners or their meeting schedule, visit stlouiscountymn.gov or call (218) 726-2450. 
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