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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON JANUARY 3, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 3rd day 

of January, 2012, at 9:32 a.m., in the County Board Room, Duluth, Minnesota, with the 

following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris Dahlberg, 

Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, Keith Nelson and Steve Raukar – 7.  Absent:  None. 

 

County Auditor Donald Dicklich called the annual organizational meeting to order at 9:32 a.m. 

County Auditor Donald Dicklich asked for a moment of silence to honor U.S. troops serving 

throughout the world, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

County Auditor Dicklich asked for nominations for Chair of the Board for 2012.  

Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved Commissioner Nelson 

to serve as Chair of the Board for 2012; seven yeas, zero nays.  

 

Chair Nelson thanked Commissioner O’Neil for his service as Chair in 2011. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for nominations for Vice-Chair for 2012.  Commissioner Raukar, 

supported by Commissioner Forsman, moved Commissioner Sweeney to serve as Vice-Chair 

for 2012; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Forsman recognized County Attorney Mark Rubin for excellence in the arts 

and science. Commissioner Forsman said the original recognition was at the December 20, 

2011, Board meeting in the Morse Town Hall, but due to technical and space issues the video 

couldn’t be shown. A video showcasing County Attorney Rubin’s musical talent and 

recordings was shown.   

 

Chair Nelson appointed the following as Chairs of Standing Committees of the County Board 

for 2012:  Commissioner O’Neil – Health and Human Services; Commissioner Dahlberg – 

Environment and Natural Resources; Commissioner Forsman – Public Works and 

Transportation; Commissioner Raukar – Finance and Budget; Commissioner Jewell– Central 

Management and Intergovernmental Committee; Commissioner Sweeney – Public Safety and 

Corrections. 

 

Chair Nelson announced he will be initiating a program recognizing employees for excellence 

in customer service. Chair Nelson handed out ―Customer Service‖ signs to department heads 

and commissioners.  Chair Nelson said he will be asking department heads to nominate 

employees who display outstanding customer service.  

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to persons who wanted to address the Board concerning 
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issues not on the agenda and the following chose to do so: 

 

Don Solem, Rice Lake Township and member of the Hunting Shack Lease Association, asked 

the Board to keep his organization informed when lease changes are considered. 

 

Auditor Donald Dicklich brought in an article that appeared in the December 2, 2011, Duluth 

News Tribune, featuring Tom Cartier and the work of Spring Point, a nonprofit organization 

he set up to help find a cure for Type 1 diabetes. Auditor Dicklich said the County Board gave 

Tom Cartier a Volunteer Service Recognition Award back in 2006, which included 

recognition on the good work of Spring Point and his leadership. 

 

Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to approve the Board 

meeting schedule for 2012. Commissioner Forsman noted two new locations in Ely, the 

Miner’s Dry and the Ely Public Works Facility. Commissioner O’Neil asked the board to 

consider evening meetings. Commissioner Jewell recommended making arrangements for a 

larger venue if we are expecting larger crowds, citing the example of the limited space in the 

Morse Town Hall and the large crowd that attended the last meeting. Chair Nelson said he is 

planning to schedule four quarterly listening sessions throughout the county, at various times 

in the afternoon and evening. Chair Nelson said these sessions will be less formal than a board 

meeting and would give citizens an opportunity to be heard. Commissioner Sweeney said she 

supports listening sessions, adding the space for meetings should hold at least 100 people; 

seven yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-001. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to approve the 

Committee of the Whole schedule for 2012; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-002. 

 

Resolutions for the following appointments are one year terms, unless otherwise noted: 

 

Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to appoint 

Commissioners Jewell and Nelson as representatives and Commissioner Dahlberg as alternate 

to Arrowhead Counties Association (ad hoc); seven yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-003. 

 

Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Forsman, moved to appoint 

Commissioners Sweeney, Dahlberg and Nelson as representatives and Commissioner Jewell 

as alternate to Arrowhead Regional Corrections; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-

004. 

 

Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to appoint 

Commissioner O’Neil as representative and Commissioner Sweeney as alternate to 

Arrowhead Regional Development Commission (ARDC) Metropolitan Interstate Committee;  

seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-005. 

 

Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to appoint Commissioner 

Dahlberg to the Community Health Services Board (3-year term); seven yeas, zero nays. 

Resolution No. 12-006. 

 

Commissioner Jewell, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to appoint Commissioners 

Sweeney and Dahlberg as representatives and Deputy County Administrator Gary Eckenberg 

as alternate to the Duluth/St. Louis County Joint Airport Zoning Board (2-year term); seven 

yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-007. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to appoint 



PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

3 

 

 

Commissioners Jewell and Nelson to the Election Canvassing Board for 2012; seven yeas, 

zero nays. Resolution No. 12-008. 

 

Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner Forsman, moved to appoint 

Commissioner Jewell as representative to the Laurentian Resource and Development Council; 

seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-009. 

 

Commissioner Jewell, supported by Commissioner Forsman, moved to appoint Commissioner 

Sweeney as representative to the Law Library Board; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 

12-010. 

 

Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to appoint 

Commissioners Dahlberg and Nelson as representatives to the Liquor Licensing Committee; 

seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-011. 

 

Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Jewell, moved to appoint Commissioners 

Dahlberg and Raukar as representatives and Commissioner Sweeney as alternate to the 

Minnesota Inter-County Association; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-012. 

 

Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to appoint 

Commissioners Nelson and Sweeney as representatives and Commissioners Forsman and 

O’Neil as alternates  to the 9-1-1 Emergency System User Board;  seven yeas, zero nays. 

Resolution No. 12-013. 

 

Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to appoint Commissioner 

Forsman as representative and Commissioner Nelson as alternate to the Northeast Minnesota 

Office of Job Training, Local Elected Officials Board; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 

12-014. 

 

Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to appoint Commissioner 

Sweeney as representative and Commissioner Nelson as alternate to the Northeast Regional 

Radio Board; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-015. 

 

Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, moved to appoint 

Commissioners Dahlberg, Forsman and Raukar as a representatives and Commissioner Jewell 

as alternate to the Northern Counties Land Use Coordinating Board; seven yeas, zero nays. 

Resolution No. 12-016. 

 

Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner Forsman, moved to appoint 

Commissioner Dahlberg to the St. Louis County Planning Commission; seven yeas, zero nays. 

Resolution No. 12-017. 

 

Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to appoint 

Commissioners Sweeney and Nelson to the St. Louis County Promotional Bureau; seven yeas, 

zero nays. Resolution No. 12-018. 

 

Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to appoint 

Commissioners O’Neil and Jewell as representatives to the Public Health and Human Services 

Advisory Committee; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-019. 

 

Commissioner Jewell, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to appoint 

Commissioners O’Neil, Nelson and Raukar as representatives and Commissioners Forsman 

and Sweeney as alternates to the St. Louis/Lake Counties Regional Railroad Authority; seven 
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yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-020. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to appoint Bill Kron as 

representative to the Seaway Port Authority. Commissioner Forsman, supported by 

Commissioner Raukar moved to appoint Commissioner Dahlberg to the Seaway Port 

Authority. Commissioner Sweeney withdrew her nomination of Bill Kron and took the 

opportunity to recognize him for his many years of excellent service to the Seaway Port 

Authority, including serving as the Chair. After further discussion, the motion to appoint 

Commissioner Dahlberg as the representative passed; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 

12-021. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to suspend the rules to 

consider authorizing the public sale of state tax forfeited land. Administrator Kevin Gray said 

the rules need to be suspended to give adequate notice of the sale; seven yeas, zero nays. 

Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner Jewell, moved to authorize the public 

sale of certain parcels of state tax-forfeited land on February 9, 2012, at 10:00 a.m., at the 

Depot, 506 W. Michigan Street, Duluth, MN; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-022. 

 

The following Board and Contract Files were created as a result of documents received at this 

Board meeting: 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner, Land & 

Minerals Department, submitting Board Letter 12-01, Public Sale of State Tax Forfeited Lands 

on February 9, 2012.—59381 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting a Duluth News Tribune article dated Dec. 2, 

2011, Cure for diabetes? If true, thank a pig featuring Tom Cartier and the work of Spring 

Point, a nonprofit organization he set up to help find a cure for Type 1 diabetes, and comments 

from Mr. Cartier’s 2006 Volunteer Service Recognition Award.—59382 

 

Cooperative Maintenance Agreement between St. Louis County and Itasca County for full year 

round maintenance of judicial highways and winter maintenance only on non-judicial 

highways.—12-01 

 

Fire Protection Services Agreement between the County of St. Louis and Silica Volunteer Fire 

Department, Inc., for fire protection services in Unorganized Township 55-21 during 2012.—

12-02 

 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Projects between the County of St. Louis and KGM 

Contractors, Inc., for SAP 69-670-006, CP 91417, grading, aggregate base, and pavement 

reclamation on CSAH (County-State Aid Highway) 70 near Babbitt, MN.—12-03 

 

Agreement No. 93288 between the County of St. Louis; the Duluth, Missabe and Iron Range 

Railway Company; and the Commissioner of Transportation, State of Minnesota, for railroad 

crossing signals and gates on County Road 452 (Iron Junction Rd.).—12-04 

 

Agreement No. 93287 between the County of St. Louis; the Duluth, Missabe and Iron Range 

Railway Company; and the Commissioner of Transportation, State of Minnesota, for railroad 

crossing signals and gates on County Road 874 (Independence Rd.).—12-05 

 

Agreement between the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office and the City of Duluth for FY2011 

Justice Assistance Grant.—12-06 
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2012 Toward Zero Deaths Lawn Enforcement Grant Agreement by and among the City of 

Duluth, St. Louis County, University of Minnesota – Duluth Police Department (UMD 

Police), City of Hermantown, City of Proctor, and City of Floodwood, known as the Lake 

Superior Traffic Enforcement Team.—12-07 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and Norell on Real Property 

for appraisal services for SP 69-691-020, CP 8269.—12-08 

 

Election Services Agreement between St. Louis County and Synergy Graphics for ballot layout 

and ballot printing services.—12-09 

 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Projects between the County of St. Louis and Ulland 

Brothers, Inc., for SAP 69-603-011, CP 8175, grading, aggregate base, bituminous surface, 

milling, pavement reclamation, and retaining walls on CSAH 3 (Becks Rd.) in Midway 

Township.—12-10 

 

On-Line Software Subscriber Agreement between the County of St. Louis and Mackall, 

Crounse & Moore, PLC.—12-11 

 

St. Louis County Community Development Block Grant Program FY 2010 Agreement 

between St. Louis County and the City of Gilbert for Community Planning Assistance.—12-12 

 

2012 Fiscal Agent Agreement between the County of St. Louis; Donald Dicklich, St. Louis 

County Auditor; and the Carlton-Cook-Lake-St. Louis Community Health Board.—12-13 

 

Agreement for Professional Services, Damion No. 2011-6769, between the County of St. 

Louis and Michael W. Lien, Attorney at Law, to provide representation for civil commitment 

proceedings for the period January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012.—12-14 

 

Family Homeless Prevention and Assistance Program Grant, Contract No. 20959, between the 

St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and the Legal Aid Services of Northeastern 

Minnesota – Duluth Office.—12-15 

 

Family Homeless Prevention and Assistance Program Grant, Contract No. 20958, between the 

St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and the Legal Aid Services of Northeastern 

Minnesota – Iron Range Offices.—12-16 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14904, between the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners and Steven C. Domagala, RN.—12-17 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14903, between the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners and Northern Trends Building & Design, Inc.—12-18 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14902, between the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners and Arrow Lift.—12-19 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14892, between the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners and Mission Creek Company.—12-20 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14899, between the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners and Wheelchairs Plus.—12-21 

 



PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

6 

 
Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14581B, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Possibilities Plus.—12-22 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14658A, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Floodwood Services and Training, 

Inc.—12-23 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14645C, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Iron Range Empowerment 

Services, LLC.—12-24 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14796B, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Theresa Glapa d/b/a Grand Lake 

Manor.—12-25 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14541F, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and TBI Residential and Community 

Services, Inc.—12-26 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14534D, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Arrowhead House Foster Care, 

LLC.—12-27 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14776A, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Northern Access Transportation, 

Inc.—12-28 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14613D, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Solid Foundations of Minnesota, 

Inc.—12-29 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14682C, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Northland Foundation d/b/a 

Northland Village.—12-30 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14662A, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and The Lange Agency.—12-31 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14622C, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Better Living, LLC.—12-32 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14656A, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Pinewood-Duluth, Inc.—12-33 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14561D, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Home of Hopes.—12-34 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14561C, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Home of Hopes.—12-35 

 

Grant Agreement, Contract No. 20955, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Northeast Minnesota Office of Job Training for MFIP Supported Work.—
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12-36 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No. 50975, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Northland Village – Hoyt Lakes.—12-37 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No. 50978, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Theresa Glapa.—12-38 

 

Fire Protection Services Agreement between the County of St. Louis and Evergreen Volunteer 

Fire Department, Inc., for fire protection services in Unorganized Townships 60-19 & 60-

20.—12-39 

 

Labor Relations Consultation Services Proposal from Steven C. Fecker, Johnson, Killen & 

Seiler, P.A.—12-40 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Compass Rose 

Consulting, Incorporated, for architectural and engineering full service design for the Duluth 

Government Services Center (GSC) Building Remodeling Project.—12-41 

 

Agreement between the County of St. Louis and St. Louis County Independent School District 

2142 for Dynamic School Advance Warning Sign on CSAH 47 (Swan Lake Road) in New 

Independence Township – MP 47-141744.—11-42 

 

FY 2012 State of Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources Natural Resources Block 

Grant Agreement.—11-43 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and Ramsland & Vigen, Inc., 

for appraisal services for right of way acquisition for the reconstruction of CSAH 91 (Haines 

Road) located between the City of Hermantown, MN, and the City of Duluth, MN.—11-44 

 

2012 Memorandum of Agreement between the University of Minnesota and St. Louis County 

for providing Extension programs locally and employing Extension staff.—11-45 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and Todd E. Deal, Attorney at 

Law, to provide representation for civil commitment proceedings during the period January 1, 

2012, through December 31, 2012.—11-46 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners will meet in 2012 

commencing at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesdays unless otherwise noted according to the following 

schedule: 

January: 3rd, 10th — Duluth Courthouse 

 24th — Grand Lake Town Hall 

February: 7th, 14th — Duluth Courthouse 

 28th   — Hibbing City Council Chambers 

March: 13th — Duluth Courthouse 

 27th — Ely Public Works Facility 

April: 3rd, 10th — Duluth Courthouse 

 24th — Clinton Town Hall 

May: 1st, 8th — Duluth Courthouse 

 22nd — Hibbing City Council Chambers 

June: 5th, 12th — Duluth Courthouse 

 26th — Semer’s Park Pavilion, Ely 
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July: 3rd, 10th — Duluth Courthouse 

 24th — Floodwood City Hall 

August: 7th — Duluth Courthouse 

 14th — Mesabi Station, Eveleth 

September: 4th, 11th — Duluth Courthouse 

 25th — Historic Miner’s Dry, Ely 

October: 2nd, 9th — Duluth Courthouse 

 23rd — Virginia City Hall  

November: 6th, 13th — Duluth Courthouse 

 27th — Hibbing City Council Chambers 

December: 11th — Duluth Courthouse 

 18th — Morse Town Hall 

 

NOTE: The following Tuesdays were eliminated for the reason indicated: 

 March 6th — NACo Legislative Conference 

 December 4th — AMC Annual Conference 

Unanimously adopted January 3, 2012.  No. 12-001 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, the following are the Standing Committees of the St. Louis County Board with 

Chairs as appointed by the Chair of the County Board: 

 Health and Human Services Committee 

  Chair – Commissioner O’Neil 

 Environment and Natural Resources Committee 

  Chair – Commissioner Dahlberg 

 Public Works and Transportation Committee 

  Chair – Commissioner Forsman 

 Finance and Budget Committee 

  Chair – Commissioner Raukar 

 Central Management and Intergovernmental Committee 

  Chair – Commissioner Jewell 

 Public Safety and Corrections Committee 

  Chair – Commissioner Sweeney 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

will meet in 2012 as a Committee of the Whole immediately following the County Board 

meeting on Tuesdays, according to the following schedule: 

January: 3rd, 10th — Duluth Courthouse 

 24th — Grand Lake Town Hall 

February: 7th, 14th — Duluth Courthouse 

 28th   — Hibbing City Council Chambers 

March: 13th — Duluth Courthouse 

 27th — Ely Public Works Facility 

April: 3rd, 10th — Duluth Courthouse 

 24th — Clinton Town Hall 

May: 1st, 8th — Duluth Courthouse 

 22nd — Hibbing City Council Chambers 

June: 5th, 12th — Duluth Courthouse 

 26th — Semer’s Park Pavilion, Ely 

July: 3rd, 10th — Duluth Courthouse 

 24th — Floodwood City Hall 

August: 7th — Duluth Courthouse 

 14th — Mesabi Station, Eveleth 
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September: 4th, 11th — Duluth Courthouse 

 25th — Historic Miner’s Dry, Ely 

October: 2nd, 9th — Duluth Courthouse 

 23rd — Virginia City Hall  

November: 6th, 13th — Duluth Courthouse 

 27th — Hibbing City Council Chambers 

December: 11th — Duluth Courthouse 

 18th — Morse Town Hall 

Unanimously adopted January 3, 2012. No. 12-002 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board hereby appoints the following as their 

representatives to the Arrowhead Counties Association (ad hoc) for one year terms expiring on 

December 31, 2012: 

  Commissioner Jewell 

  Commissioner Nelson 

  Commissioner Dahlberg (alternate) 

Unanimously adopted January 3, 2012. No. 12-003 

 

BY COMMISSIONER O’NEIL: 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board hereby appoints the following as their 

representatives to the Arrowhead Regional Corrections for one-year terms expiring on 

December 31, 2012: 

  Commissioner Sweeney 

  Commissioner Dahlberg 

  Commissioner Nelson 

  Commissioner Jewell (alternate) 

Unanimously adopted January 3, 2012. No. 12-004 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board hereby appoints the following as their 

representatives to the Arrowhead Regional Development Commission (ARDC) Metropolitan 

Interstate Council for one-year terms expiring on December 31, 2012: 

  Commissioner O’Neil 

  Commissioner Sweeney (alternate) 

Unanimously adopted January 3, 2012. No. 12-005 

 

BY COMMISSIONER O’NEIL: 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board hereby appoints the following as their 

representative to the Community Health Services Board for a three-year term expiring on 

December 31, 2014: 

  Commissioner Dahlberg 

Unanimously adopted January 3, 2012. No. 12-006 

 

BY COMMISSIONER JEWELL: 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board hereby appoints the following as their 

representatives to the Duluth/St. Louis County Joint Airport Zoning Board for two-year terms 

expiring on December 31, 2013: 

  Commissioner Sweeney 

  Commissioner Dahlberg 

  Gary Eckenberg, Administration (alternate) 

Unanimously adopted January 3, 2012. No. 12-007 

 



PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

10 

 
BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board hereby appoints the following as their 

representatives to the Election Canvassing Board for one-year terms expiring on December 31, 

2012: 

  Commissioner Jewell 

  Commissioner Nelson 

Unanimously adopted January 3, 2012. No. 12-008 

 

BY COMMISSIONER DAHLBERG: 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board hereby appoints the following as their 

representative to the Laurentian Resource Conservation and Development Council for a one-

year term expiring on December 31, 2012: 

  Commissioner Jewell 

Unanimously adopted January 3, 2012. No. 12-009 

 

BY COMMISSIONER JEWELL: 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board hereby appoints the following as their 

representative to the Law Library Board for a one-year term expiring on December 31, 2012: 

  Commissioner Sweeney 

Unanimously adopted January 3, 2012. No. 12-010 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board hereby appoints the following as their 

representatives to the Liquor Licensing Committee for one-year terms expiring on December 

31, 2012: 

  Commissioner Dahlberg 

  Commissioner Nelson 

Unanimously adopted January 3, 2012. No. 12-011 

 

BY COMMISSIONER O’NEIL: 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board hereby appoints the following as their 

representatives to the Minnesota Inter-County Association for one-year terms expiring on 

December 31, 2012: 

  Commissioner Dahlberg 

  Commissioner Raukar 

  Commissioner Sweeney (alternate) 

Unanimously adopted January 3, 2012. No. 12-012 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board hereby appoints the following as their 

representatives to the 9-1-1 Emergency System User Board for one-year terms expiring on 

December 31, 2012: 

  Commissioner Nelson 

  Commissioner Sweeney 

  Commissioner Forsman (alternate) 

  Commissioner O’Neil (alternate) 

Unanimously adopted January 3, 2012. No. 12-013 

 

BY COMMISSIONER RAUKAR: 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board hereby appoints the following as their 

representatives to the Northeast Minnesota Office of Job Training, Local Elected Officials 

Board for one-year terms expiring on December 31, 2012: 

  Commissioner Forsman 
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  Commissioner Nelson (alternate) 

Unanimously adopted January 3, 2012. No. 12-014 

 

BY COMMISSIONER RAUKAR: 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board hereby appoints the following as their 

representatives to the Northeast Regional Radio Board for one-year terms expiring on December 

31, 2012: 

  Commissioner Sweeney 

  Commissioner Nelson (alternate) 

Unanimously adopted January 3, 2012. No. 12-015 

 

BY COMMISSIONER O’NEIL: 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board hereby appoints the following as their 

representatives to the Northern Counties Land Use Coordinating Board for one-year terms 

expiring on December 31, 2012: 

  Commissioner Dahlberg 

  Commissioner Forsman 

  Commissioner Raukar 

  Commissioner Jewell (alternate) 

Unanimously adopted January 3, 2012. No. 12-016 

 

BY COMMISSIONER RAUKAR: 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board hereby appoints the following as their 

representative to the St. Louis County Planning Commission for a one-year term expiring on 

December 31, 2012: 

  Commissioner Dahlberg 

Unanimously adopted January 3, 2012. No. 12-017 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board hereby appoints the following as their 

representatives to the St. Louis County Promotional Bureau for one-year terms expiring on 

December 31, 2012: 

  Commissioner Sweeney 

  Commissioner Nelson 

Unanimously adopted January 3, 2012. No. 12-018 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board hereby appoints the following as their 

representatives to the Public Health and Human Services Advisory Committee for one-year 

terms expiring on December 31, 2012: 

  Commissioner O’Neil (PHHS Chair) 

  Commissioner Jewell 

Unanimously adopted January 3, 2012. No. 12-019 

 

BY COMMISSIONER JEWELL: 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board hereby appoints the following as their 

representatives to the St. Louis/Lake Counties Regional Railroad Authority for one-year terms 

expiring on December 31, 2012: 

  Commissioner Nelson 

  Commissioner Raukar 

  Commissioner O’Neil 

  Commissioner Forsman (alternate) 

  Commissioner Sweeney (alternate) 
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Unanimously adopted January 3, 2012. No. 12-020 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board hereby appoints the following as their 

representative to the Seaway Port Authority for a six-year term expiring on December 31, 

2017: 

  Commissioner Dahlberg 

Unanimously adopted January 3, 2012. No. 12-021 

 

BY COMMISSIONER DAHLBERG: 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board desires to offer for sale, as recommended by the 

Land Commissioner, certain parcels of land that have forfeited to the State of Minnesota for 

non-payment of taxes; and 

WHEREAS, the parcels of land, as described in County Board File No. 59381, have been 

classified as non-conservation land as provided for in Minn. Stat. Chapter 282.01; and 

WHEREAS, these parcels of land are not withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 

85.012, 92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8, and 282.018, and other statutes that require the withholding 

of state tax forfeited lands from sale; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Natural Resources has approved the sale of these lands, as 

required by Minn. Stat. Chapter 282. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

County Auditor to offer these lands at public sale for not less than the basic sale price in 

accordance with terms set forth in the Land & Minerals Department policy, and in a manner 

provided for by law on Thursday, February 9, 2012, at 10:00 a.m. at the Depot, 506 W. 

Michigan Street, Duluth, MN.  Funds from the land sale are to be deposited into Fund 240 

(Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Unanimously adopted January 3, 2012. No. 12-022 

 

At 11:05 a.m., January 3, 2012, Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Raukar, 

moved to adjourn the County Board meeting; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON JANUARY 10, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 10th day 

of January, 2012, at 9:37 a.m., in the County Board Room, Duluth, Minnesota, with the 

following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris Dahlberg, 

Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson – 7.  Absent:  None. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor U.S. troops serving throughout the 

world, and for police and fire fighters and all those who protect our safety at home, followed 

by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney noted the death of Ellen Pence on January 6, 2012. Ms. Pence was 

co-founder of Duluth’s world-renowned Domestic Abuse Intervention Project, and an 

advocate for victims of abuse.  

 

At 9:40 a.m., a public hearing was convened pursuant to Resolution No. 663, adopted 

December 20, 2011, to consider liquor law violations by Vermilion Ventures, d/b/a Bayview 

Lodge, Greenwood Township. Assistant County Attorney Jim Nephew reviewed the packet, 

which included the required notices. Assistant County Attorney Nephew said the 

establishment was cited for sale to a minor after hours and said the recommendation is a 

$1,000 civil penalty and ten day suspension, with $700 of the civil penalty and seven days of 

the suspension stayed for one year with no same or similar violations during that period. The 

proposed dates of suspension are January 16, 17 and 18, 2012. Shawn Reed, Attorney for 

Alissa Sundberg, owner of Bayview Lodge, said Ms. Sundberg met with the liquor committee 

and accepts the recommended penalty. In response to a question from Commissioner Raukar, 

Attorney Reed said that since the incident, employees have been given additional training and 

Ms. Sundberg has met with employees. Commissioner Sweeney said she appreciates the work 

of the liquor committee, but in the future would like to see minutes from the liquor committee 

meeting to have more information on these violations. At 9:49 a.m., Commissioner Dahlberg, 

supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to close the public hearing; seven yeas, zero nays. 

Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner Jewell, moved to approve the resolution; 

seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-034. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to approve the consent 

agenda. Commissioner Jewell noted item nine, appointment of Joseph (Dale) Long to the 

Board of Adjustment. Commissioner Jewell said he spoke to both Mr. Long and Steve 

Kuchera, the other applicant, adding both are great candidates and would like to see Mr. 

Kuchera considered for a future vacancy. The consent agenda was approved; seven yeas, zero 

nays. 

 

The following board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

board meeting: 

 

Workers’ Compensation Reports as submitted by Safety & Risk Management for year 

2012.—59383 

 

Intoxicating Liquor License applications as submitted by the County Auditor for year 2012.—

59384 

 

Contracts for Repurchase of State Tax Forfeited Lands as submitted by the Land 
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Commissioner for year 2012.—59385 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, submitting Board Letter No. 12-06, Professional Services 

Agreement for Horticulture/Educational Activities (Robert M. Olen).—59386 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, submitting Board Letter No. 12-07, Professional Services 

Agreement for Agriculture and Environment Education (Kendall Dykhuis).—59387 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Barbara Hayden, Director of Planning & Community 

Development, submitting Board Letter No. 12-08, Appointment to the St. Louis County Board 

of Adjustment (Joseph Dale Long).—59388 

 

Mine Inspection Reports submitted during 2012.—59389 

 

Agreement between the County of St. Louis and Law Enforcement Labor Services, Inc. (Local 

No. 288) for 2010-2011.—12-47 

 

Service Contract No. 4991 between the County of St. Louis and Pro Print, Inc., for printing 

and publications of 2011 St. Louis County Plat Books.—12-48 

 

Service Contract No. 4980-D between the County of St. Louis and Udovich Logging and 

Garbage Service, LLC, for Canister Site Waste Haulage Service for Group IV locations: Ash 

River Trail, Bois Forte, Kabetogama, Orr, and Portage.—12-49 

 

Service Contract No. 4980-A between the County of St. Louis and A-1 Disposal for Canister 

Site Waste Haulage Service for Group I locations: Balkan Township, Comstock Lake, Dewey 

Lake, French Township, Great Scott North, Great Scott South, Lavell, Makinen, and Sturgeon 

Township.—12-50 

 

St. Louis County On-Line Software Subscriber Agreement between the County of St. Louis 

and Edina Realty Title.—12-51 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, resolutions 

numbered 12-023 through 12-033, as submitted to this Board on the consent agenda, were 

unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of December 13, 2011, are hereby approved. 

Adopted January 10, 2012.  No. 12-023 

 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of December 20, 2011, are hereby approved. 

Adopted January 10, 2012. No. 12-024 

 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota has received funds from the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention to assess and enhance the capacity of the state and local health departments to 

respond to bio-terrorism, infectious diseases, and other threats to public health and has 

allocated these funds to Community Health Boards; and  

WHEREAS, the Carlton-Cook-Lake-St. Louis Community Health Board wishes to contract 

with St. Louis County through August 9, 2016, since the Public Health and Human Services 

Department has been performing the requirements of the grant agreement. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

Public Health Emergency Preparedness Grant Project Agreement for the funding period 

August 19, 2011, through August 9, 2016. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board accepts Performance Period 1 

funding in the amount of $125,184 for the period August 19, 2011, through December 31, 

2012.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to sign the Public Health Emergency Preparedness Grant Project Agreement with the 

Carlton-Cook-Lake-St. Louis Community Health Board in the amount of $125,184 for the 

period August 19, 2011, through December 31, 2012, payable to Fund 230, Agency 233999, 

Grant 23601. 

Adopted January 10, 2012. No. 12-025 

 

WHEREAS, under the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.341, Subd. 1, a contract for deed to 

repurchase state tax forfeited land previously cancelled may be reinstated by the previous 

contract holder subject to payment of installments, taxes, assessments, penalties, costs, and 

interest and providing proof of insurance; and  

WHEREAS, less than 50% of the basic sale price was paid prior to cancellation; therefore, 

County Board approval is required for reinstatement; and 

WHEREAS, Ted William Baumchen of Hibbing, MN, has requested to reinstate Contract 

C22100085, which was cancelled by County Board Resolution No. 11-477, dated September 

13, 2011, under new Contract C22110120 for property described as: 

CITY OF HIBBING 

SE 1/4 OF NE 1/4 EX S 1/2 AND EX N 330 FT                              

 SEC 21 TWP 57 RGE 20                    

Parcel Code: 141-0020-02610 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

reinstatement of Contract C22110120 by Ted William Baumchen of Hibbing, MN, in the 

amount $1,712.67, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund).  

Adopted January 10, 2012. No. 12-026 

 

WHEREAS, the Bridge Engineering and front office/reception areas of the Central Range 

Public Works Facility in Hibbing are not conducive to efficient operation; and 

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Division solicited bids for the project and Max Gray 

Construction, Inc., of Hibbing, MN, submitted the low qualifying bid.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the St. Louis County Board authorizes an 

agreement with Max Gray Construction, Inc., of Hibbing, MN, for the renovation of the 

Central Range Public Works Facility in Hibbing, for a cost of $116,600, payable from Fund 

405, Agency 405045, Object 663100. 

Adopted January 10, 2012.  No. 12-027 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County Ordinance No. 28 (Liquor Ordinance), Section 11.02, prohibits 

sales of alcohol after 1:00 a.m. Monday through Saturday and Section 11.05 requires patrons 

to vacate licensed premises within twenty minutes after sales are ceased by law; and 

WHEREAS, Ragnar Properties, Inc., d/b/a Billy's, 3502 West Tischer Road, Duluth, MN, a 

licensed liquor establishment, has requested a waiver to remain open from 1:00 a.m. to 8:00 

a.m. on January 29, 2012, through February 1, 2012, to provide facilities and food to mushers 

and race officials of the John Beargrease Sled Dog Marathon; and 

WHEREAS, the Liquor Licensing Committee has recommended approval of the waiver 

application, pursuant to Section 14 of Ordinance No. 28. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

application (on file in County Board File No. 59384) submitted by the below listed 

establishment for a waiver of Section 11.05, which requires patrons to vacate the licensed 
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premises by 1:20 a.m. 

  Ragnar Properties, Inc., d/b/a Billy's 

  3502 West Tischer Road 

  Duluth, MN  55803 

  Rice Lake Township 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the waiver shall be effective January 29, 2012, through 

February 1, 2012, from 1:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. and no alcohol shall be served or consumed on 

the licensed premises during the waiver period, although Billy's will be allowed to serve food 

to mushers and race officials of the John Beargrease Sled Dog Marathon during the waiver 

period. 

Adopted January 10, 2012. No. 12-028 

 

WHEREAS, it is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve the Agreement for 

Professional Services between St. Louis County and Robert M. Olen as a contractor to 

perform horticulture, food and behavioral education and services for consumer and 

commercial audiences. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to sign an Agreement for Professional Services with Robert M. 

Olen to provide horticulture, food, and behavioral education services for the County Extension 

Office for one year beginning January 3, 2012, and terminating December 31, 2012, for a total 

contract price of $68,500 (a rate of $33.33 per hour, not to exceed 1,950 hours, including 

appropriate reimbursements), allowing for a renewal of up to three years, with compensation 

reviewed annually, payable from Fund 184, Agency 184001, Object 629900 - $65,000; and 

Fund 184, Agency 184001, Object 635500 - $3,500. 

Adopted January 10, 2012. No. 12-029 

 

WHEREAS, it is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve the Agreement for 

Professional Services between St. Louis County and Kendall Dykhuis as contractor to perform 

agriculture and environment education and technical services for consumer and commercial 

audiences. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to sign an Agreement for Professional Services with Kendall 

Dykhuis, to provide agriculture and environment education for the County Extension Office 

for one year beginning January 3, 2012, and terminating December 31, 2012, for a total 

contract price of $32,000 (a rate of $30.77 per hour, not to exceed 975 hours, including 

appropriate reimbursements) allowing for a renewal of up to three years, with compensation 

reviewed annually, payable from Fund 184, Agency 184001, Object 629900 - $30,000; and 

Fund 184, Agency 184001, Object 635500 - $2,000. 

Adopted January 10, 2012. No. 12-030 

 

RESOLVED, that the workers’ compensation report of claims by employees for work-related 

injuries, dated December 16, 2011, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from Fund 730, 

Agency 730001. 

Adopted January 10, 2012. No. 12-031 

 

RESOLVED, that the workers’ compensation report of claims by employees for work-related 

injuries, dated December 30, 2011, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from Fund 730, 

Agency 730001. 

Adopted January 10, 2012. No. 12-032 
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WHEREAS, the Minnesota Counties Information Systems, a joint powers organization, has 

revised their By-Laws to clarify certain ambiguities and allows for more efficient management 

of the organization and those revisions require minor conforming changes to the Joint and 

Cooperative Agreement; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chair of the Board and the County 

Auditor are hereby authorized to execute the revised Joint and Cooperative Agreement with 

the Minnesota Counties Information Systems as included in Contract File No. 00-657. 

Adopted January 10, 2012. No. 12-033 

 

BY COMMISSIONER RAUKAR: 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Liquor Licensing Committee met on November 16, 2011, to 

consider recommending action to be taken by the County Board as a result of alleged liquor law 

violations on October 15, 2011, against Vermilion Ventures, LLC d/b/a Bayview Lodge, 

Greenwood Township; and 

WHEREAS, the Liquor Licensing Committee recommended a ten (10) day suspension and a 

$1,000 civil penalty, with seven (7) days of the suspension and $700 of the civil penalty stayed 

for one year, with no same or similar violations during that year; and 

WHEREAS, after hearing testimony on the matter at a public hearing conducted on January 10, 

2012, at 9:40 a.m. in the Courthouse, Duluth, MN, the St. Louis County Board determined the 

recommendation of the St. Louis County Liquor Licensing Committee to be an appropriate 

penalty for the liquor law violations. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Combination On/Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor 

License No. CMB12139 and Sunday On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License No. SUN12139, 

issued to Vermilion Ventures, LLC d/b/a Bayview Lodge, Greenwood Township, are hereby 

suspended for ten (10) days and a $1,000 civil penalty is due, with seven (7) days of the 

suspension and $700 of the civil penalty stayed for one (1) year, with no same or similar 

violations during that period. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the dates of suspension of the liquor licenses will be January 16, 

17, and 18, 2012. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that a new violation within the next year (ending January 10, 2013) 

will result in the imposition of the remainder of the suspension and civil penalty, and may also 

be cause for additional action against the liquor licenses of the licensee pursuant to St. Louis 

County Ordinance Number 28, Section 13. 

Unanimously adopted January 10, 2012.  No. 12-034 

 

At 9:55 a.m., January 10, 2012, Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Raukar, 

moved to adjourn the County Board meeting; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON JANUARY 24, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 24th day 

of January, 2012, at 9:32 a.m., in the County Board Room, Duluth, Minnesota, with the 

following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris Dahlberg, 

Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson – 7.  Absent:  None. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who serve and protect our safety 

and those who protect our freedom, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Nelson recognized Barbara Maki, with the Vital Records Department in the 

Virginia Recorders Office, for excellence in customer service. Deanne Butorac, assistant to 

Commissioner Nelson, said Barbara goes above and beyond and thanked her for being an 

excellent ambassador for St. Louis County. Mark Monacelli, Records and Valuations Director, 

said Ms. Maki consistently gets the highest scores on surveys and her outstanding customer 

service is changing people’s opinion about government workers. Ms. Maki was presented an 

award and pictures were taken.   

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to citizens to address the board. 

 

Grand Lake Township Supervisor Duayne Anderson welcomed the board and thanked them 

for their support for the new town hall, as well as the fire hall, a new road and the heliport. 

Supervisor Anderson recognized the Town Clerk, Brooke Shannon, for setting up the room 

and the refreshments. Other members of the town board that could not be here today include 

Chair Steve Torgeson and Supervisor John Holcomb. 

 

Matt Farden spoke to the board about not outsourcing janitorial workers at the Hibbing Annex. 

Mr. Farden said he is a night janitor and cares about his job, adding many of the janitorial 

workers have been there between 15-30 years and own homes and pay property taxes. Mr. 

Farden said he is dedicated to his job and they can trust that the building is clean and safe 

under the care of St. Louis County janitorial workers.  

 

Dennis Frazier, social worker with St. Louis County, said he was here to speak on Resolution 

No. 660, dated December 20, 2011, regarding the outsourcing of 2 ½  janitorial positions at 

the Hibbing Annex. Mr. Frazier said outsourcing may make sense on paper, but not for the 

people working. Mr. Frazier requested the board to look at these employees as contributors, 

not a cost to eliminate.  

 

Lee Fawcett brought forth concerns regarding septic system usage fees and assessments by 

Alborn Township for his property on Erie Lake. Mr. Fawcett said the fees have increased 

significantly for the past several years and he was told by the township that the money was 

needed for an audit.  

 

At the request of Chair Commissioner Nelson, Deputy Administrator Gary Eckenberg 

introduced the newly selected Veterans Service Officer, Sherry Rodriguez. Deputy Eckenberg 

said Richard Dumancus, the previous Veterans Service Officer, took a job in Washington 

D.C. as a Deputy Director with the American Legion. After an extensive search, Ms. 

Rodriguez was unanimously selected for the position. Ms. Rodriguez thanked the board, and 

said under her leadership veterans will always come first and she will keep the ―we care‖ 
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attitude. Commissioner Forsman said Sherry Rodriguez is a great replacement and he is very 

pleased that this board has been there for veterans. Commissioner Sweeney said the 

government shouldn’t make it so difficult for veterans to receive their benefits with all the 

paperwork required.  

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Forsman, moved to approve the consent 

agenda. At the request of Commissioner Dahlberg, item one, a public hearing for St. Louis 

County Ordinance No. 60, Subdivision Regulations, was removed for separate consideration. 

The remainder of the consent agenda passed; seven yeas, zero nays.  

 

Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, moved to approve setting a 

public hearing to consider changes for Ordinance 60, Subdivision Regulations. Commissioner 

Dahlberg said some late comments have come in and a sixty day extension is requested. 

Planning and Community Development Director Barb Hayden said they do want this to be a 

solid ordinance and welcomes suggestions. Director Hayden said this process began in 2008 

and public meetings were held in Duluth and Virginia, noting there are six to eight people 

waiting for this ordinance to be approved. Commissioner Nelson said he was approached by a 

member of the Range Bar Association and part of the reason they didn’t respond during the 

public comment period was that the person they appointed with this duty fell ill. The idea is to 

make subdivisions less cumbersome and to receive comments that are pertinent to the decision 

making process, according to Commissioner Nelson. Commissioner Sweeney said she is 

concerned about the small window for building projects if the public hearing is pushed back to 

April, 24, 2012, and she would like to see the public hearing held on February 14, 2012, as 

planned. Commissioner Dahlberg withdrew his motion and moved to hold the public hearing 

on April 24, 2012, at the Clinton Town Hall, supported by Commissioner O’Neil. 

Commissioner Forsman said while there are some changes to the ordinance that will make it 

easier for people, there are changes that make it more cumbersome, particularly for families 

dividing property for other family members. Commissioner Raukar brought up concerns about 

the last minute comments, possibly due to special interest, adding he is not convinced that an 

additional 60 days is needed, particularly in light of possible delay of building projects.  

 

After lengthy discussion, the board recessed at 11:00 a.m. and reconvened at 11:07 a.m. 

 

Commissioner Raukar offered a friendly amendment to hold the public hearing on March 27, 

2012, at the Ely Public Works Facility, and the makers agreed. After further discussion, 

Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commission Jewell, moved to call the question, seven 

yeas, zero nays. The motion passed; five yeas, two nays, Commissioners Forsman and Nelson. 

 Resolution No. 12-037. 

 

Commissioner Dahlberg noted the Land and Minerals Department brochure in the packet for 

the tax forfeited sealed bid timber auction on February 16, 2012. 

 

Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, moved to approve a resolution 

authorizing a Northern Common Entry Point for reporting abuse of vulnerable adults. 

Administrator Kevin Gray said this gives access in a northern location and provides better 

service to our population, adding the county is allowed to have more than one common entry 

point; seven yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-045. 

 

Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, moved to approve a 

Memorandum of Understanding between the St. Louis County Public Health and Human 

Services (PHHS) Department and the Carlton County PHHS Department for the TXT 4 LIFE 

program to reduce youth suicide attempts in northeastern Minnesota. Carlton County PHHS 

Director David Lee said this is a seven county collaboration and they are seeing very positive 
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results. Director Lee said this has been rolled out in Carlton County, adding the grant is $1.4 

million and he appreciates the support. Commissioner O’Neil said this is a serious problem in 

St. Louis County and noted the statics for our area. Posters promoting the program were 

distributed informing teens to text ―LIFE‖ to the number 839863.  After further discussion, the 

motion passed, seven yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-046. 

 

Commissioner Jewell, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to suspend the rules to 

consider the appointment for the County Veterans Service Officer; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Jewell, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to approve Sherry 

Rodriguez as the County Veterans Service Officer. Deputy Administrator Eckenberg said by 

statute the county board makes the appointment and after a 12 month probationary period the 

appointment is certified by the state. Commissioner O’Neil said homelessness is a challenge 

for returning troops and Sherry Rodriguez is champion to prevent homelessness for veterans. 

Commissioner Raukar said there was a disproportionate number of WWII veterans from 

northeastern Minnesota based on population, noting the dollars that come into the area to help 

veterans is an asset to the county. Commissioner Dahlberg congratulated Ms. Rodriguez and 

said returning veterans don’t always know about the benefits available to them, and some 

veterans are uncomfortable with taking the benefits they have earned. After further discussion, 

the motion passed, seven yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-047. 

 

The following Board and Contract Files were created as a result of documents received at this 

board meeting: 

 

Committee of the Whole minutes for 2012.—59390 

 

Appraisal reports for the sale of timber submitted during 2012.—59391 

 

Tobacco license applications submitted during 2012.—59392 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator; Ross Litman, Sheriff; and Tony Mancuso, Property 

Management Director, submitting Board Letter No. 12-15, Co-Tenancy Agreement with the 

City of Duluth for Joint Maintenance and Use of the Public Safety Building.—59393 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Barbara Hayden, Planning and Community 

Development Director, submitting Board Letter No. 12-12, Establish a Public Hearing to 

Consider Adoption of Proposed Ordinance 60, Subdivision Regulations.—59394 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Barbara Hayden, Planning and Community 

Development Director, submitting Board Letter No. 12-14, Amend Business Subsidy 

Agreement with Cirrus Design Corp. for Tax Abatement Financing.—59395 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Ann M. Busche, Public Health & Human Services 

Director, submitting Board Letter No. 12-13, Memorandum of Understanding for the TXT 4 

LIFE Program.—59396 

 

Sheriff’s Office submitting Financial Statements of Cash Received & Disbursed during 

2012.—59397 

 

Applications to Repurchase State Tax Forfeited land submitted during 2012.—59398 

 

Purchase of Service Contract, Contract No. 14908, between St. Louis County and Sexual 



PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

21 

 

 

Assault Program of Northern Saint Louis County to furnish social services for the period 

January 1, 2012, to December 31, 2012.—12-52 

 

Purchase of Service Contract, Contract No. 14912, between St. Louis County and Copeland 

Valley Youth Center to furnish social services for the period January 1, 2012, to December 31, 

2012.—12-53 

 

Purchase of Service Contract, Contract No. 14907, between St. Louis County and Safe Haven 

Shelter for Battered Women to furnish social services for the period January 1, 2012, to 

December 31, 2012.—12-54 

 

Purchase of Service Contract, Contract No. 14918, between St. Louis County and Ely 

Community Resources to furnish social services to youths for the period January 1, 2012, to 

December 31, 2012.—12-55 

 

Purchase of Service Contract, Contract No. 14917, between St. Louis County and Elder 

Services Network to furnish social services for the period January 1, 2012, to December 31, 

2012.—12-56 

 

Purchase of Service Contract, Contract No. 14893, between St. Louis County and Arrowhead 

Center, Inc., to provide court ordered Urinalysis Collection and Drug Testing services for the 

period January 1, 2012, to December 31, 2012.—12-57 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14636A, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Minnesota Department of Human 

Services Extended Treatment Options d/b/a Community Support Services.—12-58 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14646A, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and JM Consulting.—12-59 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14550A, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Care at Home, Inc.—12-60 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14549A, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Home Health, Inc. of Hibbing 

d/b/a HomeCare Specialists.—12-61 

 

Family Homeless Prevention and Assistance Program Grant, Contract No. 20957, between the 

St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and the American Indian Community Housing 

Organization.—12-62 

 

Family Homeless Prevention and Assistance Program Grant, Contract No. 20963, between the 

St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and the Arrowhead Economic Opportunity 

Agency.—12-63 

 

Family Homeless Prevention and Assistance Program Grant, Contract No. 20960, between the 

St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and the Arrowhead Economic Opportunity 

Agency.—12-64 

 

Family Homeless Prevention and Assistance Program Grant, Contract No. 20962, between the 

St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and the Salvation Army Duluth.—12-65 

 

Agreement for Purchase of Services between St. Louis County and the St. Louis County 
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Historical Society for promotion of historical work within the County, and for the collection, 

preservation and publication of historical materials and to disseminate historical information 

of the county.—12-66 

 

Joint Powers Agreement for Civil Commitment Representation for St. Louis, Carlton, Lake, 

and Cook Counties by and through their respective governing bodies for the period January 1, 

2012, through December 31, 2014.—12-67 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and South St. Louis Soil and 

Water Conservation District for general services in 2012.—12-68 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14911, between St. Louis County and Legal Aid 

Service of Northeastern Minnesota to furnish social services.—12-69 

 

Grant Agreement, No. 2011-006836, between the County of St. Louis and South St. Louis 

County Fair Association for the period January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012.—12-70 

 

Grant Agreement, No. 2011-006833, between the County of St. Louis and the St. Louis 

County Agricultural Fair Association for the period January 1, 2012, through December 31, 

2012.—12-71 

 

Service Contract, Contract No. 4980-B, between the County of St. Louis and G-Men, Inc., for 

Canister Site Haulage Service for Group II locations: Bois Forte (Vermillion), County 77, 

Embarrass Township, Soudan and Group V location:  Northwoods Transfer Station.—12-72 

 

Service Contract, Contract No. 4980-C, between the County of St. Louis and Norland 

Sanitary, for Canister Site Waste Haulage Service for Group III locations:  Cotton Township, 

and Meadowlands.—12-73 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Forsman, resolutions 

numbered 12-035 and 12-036 and 12-038 through 12-044, as submitted on the consent 

agenda, were unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of January 3, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted January 24, 2012. No. 12-035 

 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of January 10, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted January 24, 2012. No. 12-036 

 

RESOLVED, that the appraisal reports for the sale of timber to be offered at SEALED BID 

TIMBER AUCTION, Tracts 1 through 34 (totaling $681,917.20), as submitted by the Land 

Commissioner, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County Board File No. 

59391, are hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to carry out the 

recommendations as listed in said appraisal reports. 

Adopted January 24, 2012. No. 12-038 

 

WHEREAS, Cirrus Design Corporation (Cirrus), a Minnesota Corporation, was approved for 

a ten year tax abatement (Resolution No. 07-330) to assist with contaminated soil correction 

and site preparation costs on a $14 million expansion of its Duluth facility; and 
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WHEREAS, in July 2007, Cirrus entered into a Business Subsidy Agreement with St. Louis 

County and a provision of the agreement was that Cirrus would add more than 200 jobs to the 

Duluth facility and maintain that level until 2022; and 

WHEREAS, the economic downturn starting in 2009 was particularly devastating to the 

aviation industry compelling Cirrus to significantly reduce its workforce, failing to meet the 

employment requirements in the 2007 Business Subsidy Agreement, but Cirrus has now 

stabilized its workforce at about 400 employees based in Duluth; and 

WHEREAS, Cirrus has requested that St. Louis County amend the Business Subsidy 

Agreement between the county and Cirrus in order to maintain operations in Duluth and St. 

Louis County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board amends the 

Business Subsidy Agreement with Cirrus and waives repayment requirements for $27,770 and 

related interest in tax abatement funds Cirrus has received to date. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that Cirrus will be eligible for tax abatement of $27,770 for years 

2011 through 2017, payable from Fund 100, Agency 100001, Object 500900, provided that 

Cirrus maintains a minimum employee payroll at the Duluth operations of 300 employees until 

2022. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if employment payroll numbers at the Duluth facility drop 

below 300 employees prior to 2022, all abatement funds plus interest would need to be repaid 

by Cirrus. 

Adopted January 24, 2012. No. 12-039 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 51, the application for license 

to sell tobacco products at retail, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59392, is hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to 

issue the license as follows: 

The following license holder was issued a tobacco violation citation on the date as stated. 

Pauline Hill d/b/a Pauline's Baits & Boats, Township of Bassett, Tobacco 

Products License No. T12102, December 29, 2003; renewal. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells their licensed business, the County 

Board, at its discretion, may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new owner, but 

without pro-rated refund to the license holder. 

Adopted January 24, 2012. No. 12-040 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to Ordinance No. 28, Section 11, Subdivision 11.06, authorization 

is hereby granted to Elephant Lake Lodge, Inc., d/b/a Melgeorge's Elephant Lake Lodge, Camp 

5 Township, to sell/serve outside the designated serving area of the County Liquor License for 

the date of March 10, 2012, as per application on file in the office of the County Auditor, 

identified as County Board File No. 59385. 

Adopted January 24, 2012. No. 12-041 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Public Safety Building was constructed and opened in 

2007; and  

WHEREAS, the Public Safety Building was designed and constructed to accommodate a 

potential future co-location with the Duluth Police Department; and 

WHEREAS, County Board Resolution No. 09-498, dated November 3, 2009, authorized a 

fifty year land lease with the City of Duluth for the purpose of constructing a law enforcement 

center on the site; and 

WHEREAS, the new Public Safety Building design housing the Duluth Police Department 

was a joint effort by county and city representatives to maximize the opportunities for sharing 

both space and staff; and  

WHEREAS, representatives of St. Louis County and the City of Duluth have drafted a 

serviceable, fair, flexible, equitable, and sustainable co-tenancy agreement which has been 
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reviewed by attorneys representing both entities; and 

WHEREAS, the Duluth City Council passed a resolution accepting the co-tenancy agreement 

in December, 2011 (Resolution No. 11-0684R); and 

WHEREAS, the co-tenancy agreement runs concurrently with the original fifty (50) year land 

lease and contains provisions to ensure each party is financially responsible for their 

appropriate and documented share of all facility expenses with the flexibility to adjust for cost 

fluctuations or proportional shared space allotment alterations. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

execution of a fifty (50) year co-tenancy agreement with the City of Duluth, found in County 

Board File No. 59393, and authorizes the appropriate county officials to finalize and execute 

the agreement upon review and approval of the County Attorney.  Funds from this agreement 

are to be deposited into Fund 100, Agency 128015 (General Fund, Public Safety Building). 

Adopted January 24, 2012. No. 12-042 

 

RESOLVED, that the workers’ compensation report of claims by employees for work-related 

injuries, dated January 13, 2012, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from Fund 730, 

Agency 730001. 

Adopted January 24, 2012. No. 12-043 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County is eligible for grant funding under the 2011 Port Security Grant 

Program as administered by the State of Minnesota Department of Public Safety Homeland 

Security and Emergency Management Division; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office provides response service to the Duluth 

Port, and the St. Louis County Communications Division provides emergency 

communications for public safety partners in the Duluth-Superior Harbor; and 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Homeland Security and Emergency 

Management, has offered the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office two Port Security grants, 

which include a $21,000 grant to be used for mobile Allied Radio Matrix for Emergency 

Response (ARMER) radios for watercraft, and a $150,000 grant to upgrade the Sheriff’s 

Office underwater robotics equipment. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes 

application and acceptance of the 2011 Port Security Grant Program awards in the amounts of 

$21,000 and $150,000, with no matching fund requirements, to be accounted for in Fund 100, 

Agency 129999, Grant 12938, Year 2011. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to sign any associated contract documents. 

Adopted January 24, 2012. No. 12-044 

 

BY COMMISSIONER DAHLBERG: 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Planning Commission held a public hearing on proposed 

Ordinance 60, Subdivision Regulations; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission voted to recommend that the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners adopt the proposed ordinance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes a 

public hearing to be held on Tuesday, March 27, 2012, at 9:40 a.m., at the Ely Public Works 

Facility, Ely, Minnesota, for the purpose of receiving citizen comments on proposed 

Ordinance 60, Subdivision Regulations. 

Yeas – Commissioners Jewell, O’Neil, Dahlberg, Sweeney, and Raukar – 5 

Nays – Commissioners Forsman and Nelson – 2 

Adopted January 24, 2012. No. 12-037 
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BY COMMISSIONER O’NEIL: 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Minnesota Stat. § 626.557, all Minnesota counties must designate the 

Common Entry Point (CEP) and related contact information for referral of reports of 

suspected maltreatment of vulnerable adults; and 

WHEREAS, since the inception of the CEP in 1995, St. Louis County has designated the 

county’s Public Health and Human Services office in Duluth as the county’s required CEP; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Human Services has advised PHHS that it will 

allow a county to have more than one CEP site; and 

WHEREAS, establishing a second CEP site will improve the county’s response to suspected 

maltreatment of vulnerable adults. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St Louis County Board designates the 

county’s Public Health and Human Services office in Virginia, MN, as the second Common 

Entry Point for St. Louis County for referral of reports of suspected maltreatment of vulnerable 

adults. 

Unanimously adopted January 24, 2012. No. 12-045 

 

BY COMMISSIONER O’NEIL: 

WHEREAS, the rate of suicides in the seven counties of the northeast region of Minnesota are 

higher than in other parts of the state; and 

WHEREAS, Carlton County Public Health and Human Services (CPHHS) applied for a 

federal grant on behalf of the counties in the northeast region (Cook, Lake, St. Louis, Aitkin, 

Itasca, and Koochiching) and the Fond du Lac, Grand Portage, Red Lake, and Bois Forte tribes 

for the TXT 4 LIFE program; and 

WHEREAS,  a three year, $1.4 million federal Garrett Lee Smith grant was awarded to 

CPHHS for the TXT 4 LIFE initiative, whose primary mission is to reduce the incidence of 

suicidal ideation and suicide attempts for northeastern Minnesota youth; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Public Health and Human Services Department has been 

asked to sign a Memorandum of Understanding to participate in the TXT 4 LIFE program.     

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

Public Health and Human Services Department to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding 

with the Carlton County Public Health and Human Services Department for the TXT 4 LIFE 

program. 

Unanimously adopted January 24, 2012. No. 12-046 

 

BY COMMISSIONER JEWELL: 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board confirms the appointment of Sherry Rodriguez 

as County Veterans Service Officer, effective January 28, 2012, at a 2012 salary rate of 

$58,149 (Managers Compensation Plan, Pay Plan A1, step 4) and the level of employment 

benefits specified in the Management Compensation Plan, with the requirement of a twelve 

month probationary period and subsequent appointment every four years thereafter, according 

to Minn. Stat. § 197.60, subd. (2).  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Veterans Service Officer, before entering upon 

duties, shall take and subscribe the oath required of public officials, as stipulated in Minn. 

Stat. § 197.60, subd. (5). 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Veterans Service Officer must be certified by the 

Minnesota Department of Veteran Affairs following the probationary period. 

Unanimously adopted January 24, 2012. No. 12-047 
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At 11:49 a.m., January 24, 2012, Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner Jewell, 

moved to adjourn the County Board meeting; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 

 



   

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

 

OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

 

FEBRUARY, 2012 

 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON FEBRUARY 7, 2012 

 
The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 7th day 

of February, 2012, at 9:33 a.m., in the County Board Room, Duluth, Minnesota, with the 

following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris Dahlberg, 

Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson – 7.  Absent:  None. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who serve and protect our safety 

and those who protect our freedom, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Ms. Kim Crawford, Executive Director for Life House, thanked the board for their support. 

Ms. Crawford said Life House serves over 650 youth, ages 14-20 that are homeless or in need.  

 

Commissioner Sweeney announced there will be a memorial service in Duluth for Ellen 

Pence, who passed away on January 6, 2012. Ms. Pence was co-founder of Duluth’s world-

renowned Domestic Abuse Intervention Project, and an advocate for victims of abuse. The 

memorial service will be held at the new Public Safety Campus, 2030 N. Arlington Avenue, 

Duluth, Minnesota, on February 15, 2012, from 3:30-5:30 p.m. 

 

Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to approve the consent 

agenda. At the request of Commissioner Sweeney, item 19, hazardous fuels reduction grant, 

was pulled for separate consideration. At the request of Commissioner Jewell, item 17, 

reallocation of an Investigator position to an Attorney 1, was removed for separate 

consideration.  The remainder of the consent agenda was approved; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to approve a resolution 

for the acceptance of the 2011 Hazardous Fuels Reduction Grant, with a correct budget code 

and corrected dates of the grant period. This resolution also rescinds resolution 11-668, dated 

December 20, 2011; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-069. 

 

Commissioner Jewell, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to approve reallocation of a 

vacant Investigator position to an Attorney I position. Commissioner Jewell said he pulled this 

item to get more background on the change. In response to a question from Commissioner 

Sweeney, Administrator Gray said the position has been open for a while, and the decision to 

change the position is to provide the best staffing mix to serve the county, noting this came to 

the board due to the incremental pay increase. In response to a question from Commissioner 

Raukar, Human Resources Director Jim Gottschald said the pay for an Attorney I is 

approximately $15-16,000 more than the Investigator position, however it would be prorated 

for 2012. After further discussion, the motion passed; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 

12-067. 
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Chair Nelson announced that a closed session would take place in Committee of the Whole at 

approximately 11:30 a.m. for the purpose of labor negotiations.  

 

The following board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

board meeting: 

 

Mark Monacelli, County Recorder & Registrar of Titles, submitting report of business 

transacted and monies received during the year 2011.—59399 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, Tony Mancuso, Property Management Director, and 

Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner, submitting Board Letter No. 12-24, Reconveyance of 

State Tax Forfeited Land from St. Louis County Ownership.—59400 

 

Abatement lists for Board approval submitted during 2012.—59401 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Gottschald, Director of Human Resources, 

submitting Board Letter No. 12-35, Sheriff’s Supervisory Association Bargaining Agreement 

2010/2011.—59402 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, submitting Board Letter No. 12-19, Renewal of Joint 

Powers Agreement for the Conservation and Management of Clean Water – Voyageurs 

National Park.—59403 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner, submitting 

Board Letter No. 12-21, Easement Request from Drift-Toppers Snowmobile Club (Rice Lake 

Township)—59404 

 

Easements over State Tax Forfeited Lands approved during 2012.—59405 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Foldesi, Public Works Director/Highway 

Engineer, submitting Board Letter No. 12-27, Agreements with Breitung Township for County 

Projects 111484, 121198, and 21195.—59406 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Foldesi, Public Works Director/Highway 

Engineer, submitting Board Letter No. 12-28, Acquisition of Right of Way for County Project 

1487 (Fayal Township).—59407 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting Board 

Letter No. 12-32, Correction of 2011 Hazardous Fuels Reduction Grant Resolution.—59408 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Robert M. Olen for 

horticulture education for the period January 3, 2012 through December 31, 2012.—12-74 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Kendall Dykhuis for 

agriculture education for the period January 3, 2012 through December 31, 2012.—12-75 

 

Agreement for Purchase of Services, contract No. 12-006866, between the County of St. Louis 

and St. Louis County Promotional Bureau – Camp Esquagama.—12-76 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and North St. Louis Soil 

and Water Conservation District for general services from January 1, 2012 through December 
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31, 2012.—12-77 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14969, between St. Louis County and Saint 

Louis County Council on Aging for social and recreational services for senior citizens from 

January 1, 2012 to December 31, 2012.—12-78 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14905, between St. Louis County and Lake 

Superior Community Health Center for social services from January 1, 2012 to December 31, 

2012.—12-79 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14910, between St. Louis County and 

Arrowhead Economic Opportunity Agency – Retired and Senior Volunteer Program for social 

services from January 1, 2012 to December 31, 2012.—12-80 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14919, between St. Louis County and Indian 

Legal Assistance Program for social services from January 1, 2012 to December 31, 2012.—

12-81 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14909, between St. Louis County and United 

Way of Greater Duluth for 211 Information and Referral and 211 Disaster Preparedness from 

January 1, 2012 to December 31, 2012.—12-82 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14915, between St. Louis County and First 

Witness for Forensic Child Interviews and Forensic Interview Training from January 1, 2012 

to December 31, 2012.—12-83 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14900, between the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners and Adamski Builders, LLC.—12-84 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14920, between the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners and Adult In Home Care, Inc.—12-85 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14632B, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Minnesota State Operated 

Services d/b/a MSOCS-Northeast (NE).—12-86 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14743A, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Andrea L. Palmer, RN.—12-87 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14822B, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Colleen Schnortz and Deb LaRose 

d/b/a Shady Knoll.—12-88 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14537D, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and TL Care Services, LLC d/b/a 

Westview Services.—12-89 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14567C, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Heritage Haven, Inc.—12-90 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14648A, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and J.E. and Associates.—12-91 
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Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14619F, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and At Home Living Facilities, Inc.—

12-92 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No. 50982, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Stonehaven Assisted Living.—12-93 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and MacNeil 

Environmental, Inc., for Duluth Courthouse Second Floor West Carpet Replacement.—12-94 

 

Safety and Risk Management Services 2012 Agreement between the County of St. Louis and 

the Arrowhead Regional Corrections Board for consulting, testing, and workers compensation 

claims administration services.—12-95 

 

Public Health Emergency Preparedness (PHEP) Grant Project Agreement between the 

Carlton-Cook-Lake-St. Louis Community Health Board (CHB) and St. Louis County for 

Funding Period August 19, 2011 – August 9, 2016, and Performance Period 1: August 19, 

2011 – December 31, 2012.—12-96 

 

Project Contract No. 4972-1 between the County of St. Louis and Max Gray Construction for 

Central Range Maintenance Facility Office Renovations.—12-97 

 

Memorandum of Understanding between the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office and the City of 

Virginia for participation in the Toward Zero Death grant.—12-98 

 

Memorandum of Understanding between the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office and the City of 

Gilbert for participation in the State of Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Off 

Highway Enforcement Grant.—12-99 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14916, between St. Louis County and Program 

for Aid to Victims of Sexual Assault for social services from January 1, 2012, through 

December 31, 2012.—12-100 

 

Grant Agreement, Contract No. 20961, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Occupational Development Center, Inc. (ODC) for Statewide Minnesota 

Family Investment Program (MFIP) Employment Services and Diversionary Work Program 

Services (DWP).—12-101 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14921, between the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners and Stonehaven Assisted Living, Inc.—12-102 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14922, between the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners and J Walker Builders, Inc.—12-103 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14579B, 

between St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Winter Homes, Inc.—12-104 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14639E, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Residential Services of NE MN, 

Inc.—12-105 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14614C, 
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between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Edgewood Hermantown I Senior 

Living, LLC.—12-106 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14615C, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Edgewood Hermantown II Senior 

Living, LLC.—12-107 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14616C, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Edgewood Virginia I Senior 

Living, LLC.—12-108 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and American Engineering 

Testing, Inc., for Construction Materials Testing and Special Inspections Services – St. Louis 

County Virginia Courthouse Remodel.—12-109 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, resolutions 

numbered 12-048 through 12-066, and 12-068 and 12-070, as submitted on the consent 

agenda, were unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of January 24, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted February 7, 2012. No. 12-048 

 

WHEREAS, detoxification and hold services in St. Louis County protect individuals and the 

community by (1) safely withdrawing people from mood-altering substances; (2) protecting 

clients and others in the community; (3) improving their level of functioning; (4) providing 

assessment services, medical care, interventive counseling, and appropriate referrals; and (5) 

supporting their ability to protect and provide for themselves; and 

WHEREAS,  St. Louis County has purchased detoxification and hold services from the Center 

for Alcohol and Drug Treatment in Duluth and Range Mental Health Center in Virginia with 

county funds for over ten years. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into agreements with the following providers of 

detoxification and hold services for the period January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012, 

payable from Fund 230-232006-606000: 

 Provider    Annual Amount 

 Center for Alcohol and Drug Treatment $1,393,366.00 

 Range Mental Health Center  $   376,342.00  

Adopted February 7, 2012. No. 12-049 

 

WHEREAS, clients of St. Louis County Public Health and Human Services (PHHS) are 

sometimes ordered by the court to submit to drug testing; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the interest of St. Louis County to cooperate with court orders that require 

clients to undergo drug testing; and 

WHEREAS, there is a need to add drug testing for synthetic drugs, including spice, bath salts, 

and legal alternatives to marijuana, as an additional service under this contract. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board  authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute a purchase of service agreement with Duluth Bethel 

Society for drug testing services for the period January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012, 

for the following services and rates (Expense Budget: Fund 230-232008-602000): 

 Level 1 screening $11.00 per unit 

 Level 2 screening $16.00 per unit 
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 Full screen $26.00 per unit 

 Synthetic drugs $47.00 per unit 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that should the full amount of $100,000 be used, the County Board 

authorizes an amendment to the contract, with the dollar amount to be brought to the Board for 

approval at that time. 

Adopted February 7, 2012. No. 12-050 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board believes it is in the public interest to protect the 

environment; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County is a member of the Namakan Basin Joint Powers Board that is 

currently developing a preliminary engineering report for wastewater treatment systems in the 

Namakan Basin area which is in and adjacent to Voyageurs National Park; and 

WHEREAS, Koochiching County is currently developing a wastewater treatment study for the 

property in Koochiching County found within and adjacent to Voyageurs National Park; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board supports renewal of a Joint Powers Agreement with 

Koochiching County to seek federal, state, and other financial assistance to plan, develop, 

construct and manage a comprehensive wastewater treatment system for the property within 

and adjacent to the Voyageurs National Park in both Koochiching County and St. Louis 

County; and 

WHEREAS, the Koochiching County Board approved the agreement at its December 20, 

2011, meeting. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves renewal 

of the Joint Powers Agreement with Koochiching County to seek federal, state, and other 

available funding and financial assistance to plan, develop, construct, and manage wastewater 

treatment for property within and adjacent to Voyageurs National Park, located within both 

Koochiching County and St. Louis County. 

Adopted February 7, 2012. No. 12-051 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County requires the addition of a new transfer trailer for waste haulage 

from transfer stations to the Regional Landfill and other locations within and outside of the 

county; and 

WHEREAS, the purchase of a new trailer was competitively quoted in December 2011, with 

three quotes received. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

purchase of a new 2012 model #45119SCG0TW walking floor trailer from Wilkins Industries, 

Inc., of Morris, MN, for the total quoted price of $73,844.97, payable from Fund 600, Agency 

604001. 

Adopted February 7, 2012. No. 12-052 

 

WHEREAS, Drift-Toppers Snowmobile Club has requested a non-exclusive easement across 

state tax forfeited land; and 

WHEREAS, exercising this easement will not cause significant adverse environmental or 

natural resource management impacts and will not conflict with public use of the land. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the St. 

Louis County Auditor, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4, to grant two non-exclusive 

easements to Drift-Toppers Snowmobile Club described as follows: 

Exhibit A: 

A 20.00 foot wide easement for trail purposes lying over, under and across that part of 

the South 132.00 feet of the West One Half of the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest 

Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 27, Township 51 North, Range 14 West of 

the Fourth Principal Meridian, St. Louis County, Minnesota.  The centerline is described 

as follows: 
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Commencing at the West quarter corner of said Section 27; thence North 00 degrees, 27 

minutes, 40 seconds West, along the west line of said Section 27, a distance of 68.44 

feet to the point of beginning of the centerline to be described; thence North 88 degrees, 

31 minutes, 13 seconds East, a distance of 328.13 feet to the East line of said South 

132.00 feet of the West One Half of the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest of the 

Northwest Quarter and there terminating. The sidelines of said trail easement shall be 

prolonged or shortened to terminate on said West line of Section 27 and said East line of 

the South 132.00 feet of the West One Half of the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest 

Quarter of the Northwest Quarter. 

Exhibit B: 

A 20.00 foot wide easement for trail purposes lying over, under and across that part of 

the East One Half of the Southeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of the Northwest 

Quarter of Section 27, Township 51 North, Range 14 West of the Fourth Principal 

Meridian, St. Louis County, Minnesota.  The centerline is described as follows: 

Commencing at the Center Quarter corner of said Section 27; thence North 00 degrees, 

27 minutes, 21 seconds West, along the East line of said Northwest Quarter, a distance 

of 69.98 feet to the point of beginning of the centerline to be described; thence North 88 

degrees, 29 minutes, 28 seconds West, a distance of 328.27 feet to the West line of said 

East One Half of the Southeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of the Northwest 

Quarter and there terminating. The sidelines of said trail easement shall be prolonged or 

shortened to terminate on said East line of the Northwest Quarter and said West line of 

the East One Half of the Southeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of the Northwest 

Quarter. 

 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the granting of this easement is conditioned upon payment of 

$130 land use fee, $50 administration fee, and $46 recording fee; for a total of $226, to be 

deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted February 7, 2012. No. 12-053 

 

WHEREAS, Great River Energy will be constructing a 69kV transmission line between Tower 

and Orr to upgrade the electrical delivery system in this area of St. Louis County; and  

WHEREAS, Great River Energy and Lake Country Power have requested a transmission line 

utility easement across state tax forfeited land; and 

WHEREAS, exercising the easement will not conflict with public use of land; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4, authorizes the St. Louis County Auditor to grant 

easements for such purposes.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the St. 

Louis County Auditor to grant a transmission line utility easement to Great River Energy and 

Lake Country Power described as follows: 

All that part of the Grantor's property lying within fifty (50) feet on each side of the 

following described centerline: 

Commencing at the southeast corner of the Southeast Quarter of the Southwest 

Quarter of Section 10, Township 62 North, Range 18 West; thence North 00 degrees, 

45 minutes, 48 seconds West, on an assumed bearing, along the east line of said 

Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter a distance of 66.7 feet to the point of 

beginning of the centerline to be described; thence South 89 degrees, 22 minutes, 55 

seconds West, a distance of 1322.0 feet to a point of ending on the west line of said 

Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter, 72.4 feet northerly of the southwest 

corner, as measured along said west line. The sidelines of said easement shall be 

shortened or extended so as to begin and terminate at the property lines.  

The above described easement contains 2.6 acres, more or less. 
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RESOLVED FURTHER, that the granting of this easement is conditioned upon payment of 

$3,640 land use fee and $46 recording fee; for a total of $3,686, to be deposited into Fund 240 

(Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted February 7, 2012. No. 12-054 

 

WHEREAS, the Land and Minerals Department has reviewed a request from Rice Lake 

Township for a non-exclusive easement across state tax forfeited land for a road grader and 

snowplow turnaround; and 

WHEREAS, exercising the easement will not cause significant adverse environmental or 

natural resource management impacts and will not conflict with public use of the land.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Auditor, pursuant to 

Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4, is authorized to grant a non-exclusive easement to Rice Lake 

Township described as follows:  

The West 40.00 feet of the East 223.55 feet of the North 80.00 feet of the East Half 

of the Northwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of 

Section 27, Township 51 North, Range 14 West of the Fourth Principal Meridian.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the granting of this easement is conditioned upon payment 

of $140 land use fee, $50 administrative fee, and $46 recording fee; for a total of $236, to 

be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted February 7, 2012. No. 12-055 

 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Revenue has issued conditional use deeds to St. 

Louis County conveying state tax forfeited land free of charge for gravel resources and other 

public uses since the 1940s; and  

WHEREAS, the Land and Minerals Director has a fiduciary responsibility to determine if 

these lands are being used, in whole or in part, for the authorized public use for which they 

were conveyed; and 

WHEREAS, the Land and Minerals and Property Management Departments have determined 

that the authorized public use has been abandoned on the state tax forfeited parcels described 

here; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1d, the governing body of a 

governmental subdivision must voluntarily direct its officers to reconvey property to the state 

when a whole parcel or part of a parcel of state tax forfeited land is not being used for the 

authorized public use for which it was conveyed. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board, as the governing 

body for St. Louis County, approves the reconveyance of the state tax forfeited parcels 

described in County Board File No. 59400 because the parcels are no longer being used for the 

authorized public use for which they were conveyed. 

Adopted February 7, 2012. No. 12-056 

 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.241 provides that state tax forfeited land may be repurchased 

by the owner at the time of forfeiture, or the owner’s heirs, representatives, or mortgagees, 

subject to payment of delinquent taxes and assessments, with penalties, costs, and interest; and 

WHEREAS, the applicant, the Byron R. Hiivala Trust of Duluth, MN, has applied to 

repurchase state tax forfeited land legally described as: 

 CITY OF VIRGINIA 

PART OF LOT 13 LYING WLY OF A LINE RUNNING FROM A PT ON N LINE 

14.5 FT E OF NW COR TO A PT ON S LINE 18.85 FT E OF SW COR & ALL OF 

LOTS 14 THRU 16   Parcel Code: 090-0010-08865       

WHEREAS, the applicant was the owner, the owner’s heir, representative or mortgagee at the 

time of forfeiture and is eligible to repurchase the property; and 
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WHEREAS, approving the repurchase will correct undue hardship and promote the use of 

lands that will best serve the public interest. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St Louis County Board approves the 

repurchase application by the Byron R. Hiivala Trust of Duluth, MN, on file in County Board 

File No. 59398, subject to payments including total taxes and assessments of $12,593.58, 

service fee of $114, deed tax of $41.56, deed fee of $25 and recording fee of $46; for a total of 

$12,820.14, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted February 7, 2012. No. 12-057 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County is committed to providing comprehensive waste management 

services including land disposal to its residents; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County continues to expand and develop its Regional Landfill in Virginia 

to provide land disposal services to residents of its solid waste service area and continued use of 

the Regional Landfill will require construction of Phase 6 in 2012; and  

WHEREAS, the county requires the assistance of an engineer to provide Regional Landfill 

Phase 6 bidding assistance, construction management and certification services; and 

WHEREAS, Liesch Associates, Inc., is qualified to provide engineering and/or architectural 

services as required by the Agreement and is duly registered to provide these services; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County requested that Liesch Associates, Inc., provide a proposal for 

Phase 6 engineering services for the Regional Landfill; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has reviewed and evaluated the proposal submitted by Liesch 

Associates, Inc., and found it acceptable and meeting the county’s needs; and 

WHEREAS, funds not to exceed $108,662 have been appropriated for said engineering 

services. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into an agreement with Liesch Associates, Inc., to provide 

bidding, construction management and certification services for Regional Landfill Phase 6 

construction at a cost not to exceed $108,662, payable from Fund 600, Agency 

607001(Landfill). 

Adopted February 7, 2012. No. 12-058 

 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.341, Subd. 1, states that after cancellation of a contract and 

before the parcel is resold, the former contract holder may request to have the contract 

reinstated; and  

WHEREAS, a significant amount of staff time is required to reinstate a cancelled contract; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Land Commissioner recommends that the former contract holder be 

responsible for costs associated with administering a reinstatement contract; and  

WHEREAS, it is costly to withdraw a parcel from the published tax forfeited land sale listing 

if a cancelled contract is reinstated after the County Board approves the sale of the property; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Land Commissioner recommends that once the County Board approves the 

sale of a tax forfeited parcel, a request to reinstate the parcel will not be considered.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that a request to reinstate a contract after 

cancellation for the purchase or repurchase of state tax forfeited land will be considered only if 

it is received prior to the date the County Board approves the sale of the property. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the former contract holder will be responsible for costs 

associated with the administration of a reinstatement contract, with a $100 minimum fee per 

contract. 

Adopted February 7, 2012. No. 12-059 
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RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county officials to 

enter into an agreement with Breitung Township, and any amendments approved by the 

County Attorney, for SAP 69-600-040, County Project 111484, TR 4598 (Stuntz Bay Road), 

whereby the township will pay its share of any funding not covered by State Park Road 

Account Funding, and other costs including any expenses billed to the county by an outside 

entity.  Funds from the State Park Road Account will be receipted into Fund 220, Agency 

220267, Object 521607. 

Adopted February 7, 2012. No. 12-060 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county officials to 

enter into an agreement with Breitung Township, and any amendments approved by the 

County Attorney, for SAP 69-600-041, County Project 121198, TR 4616 (Old TH 169), 

whereby the township will pay its share of any funding not covered by State Park Road 

Account Funding, and other costs including any expenses billed to the county by an outside 

entity.  Funds from the State Park Road Account will be receipted into Fund 220, Agency 

220254, Object 521607. 

Adopted February 7, 2012. No. 12-061 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county officials to 

enter into an agreement with Breitung Township and any amendments approved by the 

County Attorney, for SAP 69-600-042, County Project 121195, TR 4596 (McKinley Park 

Access Road)/TR 4610 (Miettunen Plats Road), whereby the township will pay its share of 

any funding not covered by State Park Road Account Funding, and other costs including any 

expenses billed to the county by an outside entity.  Funds from the State Park Road Account 

will be receipted into Fund 220, Agency 220255, Object 521607. 

Adopted February 7, 2012. No. 12-062 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Public Works Department plans to rehabilitate 2.0 miles of 

County Highway (CR) No. 629 (County Project 1487, MP 629-1487) within Fayal Township 

from CSAH 132 (Miller Trunk Road) northeasterly to the Fayal Township boundary line; and 

WHEREAS, these improvements consist of bituminous surface reclamation, replacement of 

drainage structures, and bituminous resurfacing as determined necessary to provide for the 

safety and convenience of the public; and 

WHEREAS, in addition to the existing highway right of way, certain lands are required for 

this construction, together with temporary construction easements. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

Public Works Director to proceed with the acquisition of the necessary lands and temporary 

easements for this project, payable from Fund 200, Agency 203001.  

Adopted February 7, 2012. No. 12-063 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the applications for abatements, 

correction of assessed valuations and taxes plus penalty and interest, and any additional 

accrual, identified in County Board File No. 59401. 

Adopted February 7, 2012. No. 12-064 

 

RESOLVED, that the workers’ compensation report of claims by employees for work-related 

injuries, dated January 27, 2012, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from Fund 730, 

Agency 730001. 

Adopted February 7, 2012. No. 12-065 
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WHEREAS, as of July 8, 2008, the State Public Defender’s Office does not accept court 

appointments on Child in Need of Protective Services, Long Term Foster Care, and 

Termination of Parental Rights cases; and 

WHEREAS, after review of the number of cases and the options of various costs, St. Louis 

County contracted with five attorneys to accept court appointments for representation of 

parents in these cases; and  

WHEREAS, these contracts were renewed in 2009 and 2010 and the current contracts expired 

on December 31, 2011; and  

WHEREAS, the need for these services still exists, and it is in the best interest of the citizens 

of St. Louis County to renew the current contracts at a rate of $26,200 (Iron Range) and 

$31,200 (Duluth), due to caseload trends, and to include reimbursement for approved Criminal 

Justice Institute training or other approved training, with the five current providers. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to renew the legal services contracts (three in Duluth and two on 

the Iron Range) for the Child in Need of Protective Services, Long Term Foster Care, and 

Termination of Parental Rights for January 1, 2012, to December 31, 2012, at an annualized 

cost not to exceed $155,000, payable from Fund 100, Agency 113002, Object 626100.  

Adopted February 7, 2012. No. 12-066 

 

RESOLVED, that the 2010/2011 Sheriff’s Supervisory Association collective bargaining 

agreement is approved and the appropriate county officials are authorized to execute the 

Bargaining Unit Agreement, a copy of which is on file in County Board File No. 59402.  

Adopted February 7, 2012. No. 12-068 

 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota Department of Public Safety, through the Homeland 

Security and Emergency Management Division, has again made available an Operation 

Stonegarden grant to enhance the security of the international border and ports of entry 

between St. Louis County and Canada. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes 

application and acceptance of the 2011 Homeland Security Operation Stonegarden grant, not 

to exceed $104,190, to be accounted for in Fund 100, Agency 129999, Grant 12931, Year 

2011.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the appropriate county officials are authorized to execute all 

agreements and contracts necessary to fulfill the application and acceptance of the 2011 

Homeland Security Operation Stonegarden grant as approved by the St. Louis County 

Attorney, with St. Louis County serving as coordinator and fiscal agent for the grant through 

the Sheriff's Office. 

Adopted February 7, 2012. No. 12-070 

 

BY COMMISSIONER JEWELL: 

WHEREAS, the County Attorney has determined current Investigator staffing is sufficient and 

that a vacant Investigator position will not be filled; and  

WHEREAS, the County Attorney is committed to cross-training as part of succession planning 

strategies and desires to realign the office’s human resources goals and priorities; and   

WHEREAS, the County Attorney has reviewed the proposal to request reallocation of the 

Investigator position to an Attorney I position with County Administration and has identified 

sufficient personnel savings to fund the change. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

reallocation of the vacant Investigator position to an Attorney I position. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the appropriate county officials are authorized to make the 

associated budgetary changes effective February 11, 2012. 

Unanimously adopted February 7, 2012. No. 12-067 
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BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, the Hazardous Fuels Reduction Grant of 2011 provided $721,600 to the Superior 

National Forest, which specifically includes $242,000 for reducing the threat of wildfires in 

high-risk areas as identified in the St. Louis County Community Wildfire Protection Plan; and  

WHEREAS, on August 12, 2008, by Resolution No. 08-443, the County Board approved the 

St. Louis County Community Wildfire Protection Plan, and this funding is a mechanism to 

carry out the plan. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes 

acceptance of the 2011 Hazardous Fuels Reduction Grant funding on behalf of the Superior 

National Forest in the amount of $242,000 for the period September, 2011, through August 

31, 2014. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that St. Louis County will serve as fiscal agent, with funds to be 

accounted for in Fund 290, Agency 290999, Grant 29003, Year 2011. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that County Board Resolution No. 11-668, dated December 20, 

2011 is hereby rescinded. 

Unanimously adopted February 7, 2012. No. 12-069 

 

At 9:55 a.m., February 7, 2012, Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner 

Sweeney, moved to adjourn the County Board meeting; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON FEBRUARY 14, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 14th day 

of February, 2012, at 9:30 a.m., in the County Board Room, Duluth, Minnesota, with the 

following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris Dahlberg, 

Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, and Chair Keith Nelson – 6.  Absent:  Commissioner Steve 

Raukar – 1. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who serve and protect our safety 

and those who protect our freedom, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to citizens who wished to address the board and none chose 

to do so. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to approve the consent 

agenda; six yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney requested that families of those that serve to be included in the 

moment of silence at the beginning of the meeting.  

 

The following board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

board meeting: 

 

Final Plat Approvals submitted during 2012.—59409 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner, submitting 

Board Letter No. 12-42, State Tax Forfeited Land Lease Agreement – John and Suzanne 

McKinney.—59410 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner, submitting 

Board Letter No9. 12-47, Request for Free Conveyance of State Tax Forfeited Land to the 

Town of Alborn.—59411 

 

Award of Highway Bids approved during 2012.—59412 

 

Sale of County Fee Land during 2012.—59413 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Don Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting Board 

Letter No. 12-50, Letter of Understanding with State Auditor’s Office for 2011 Financial 

Audit.—59414 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Mark Monacelli, Director of Public Records and 

Property Valuation, submitting Board Letter No. 12-52, Contract for Development and 

Implementation of Electronic Recording (e-Recording) Module for Real Estate Documents.—

59415 

 

Assessors of Minnesota Cities and Townships handout regarding the St. Louis County Blue 

Ribbon Panel Findings.—59416 

 

Agreement for Professional Services, Damion No. 2012-6858, between the County of St. 
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Louis and The Law Office of Amy E. Lukasavitz, LLC, for representation for parents in 

Children in Need of Protective Services (CHIPS), Termination of Parental Rights (TPR), or 

long term foster care placement matters (LTFC) for the period January 1, 2012, through 

December 31, 2012.—12-110 

 

Agreement for Professional Services, Damion No. 2012-6865, between the County of St. 

Louis and Jaclyn Corradi, Attorney at Law, for representation for parents in Children in Need 

of Protective Services (CHIPS), Termination of Parental Rights (TPR), or long term foster 

care placement matters (LTFC) for the period January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012.—

12-111 

 

Agreement for Professional Services, Damion No. 2012-6786, between the County of St. 

Louis and Keith G. Shaw, Attorney at Law, for representation for parents in Children in Need 

of Protective Services (CHIPS), Termination of Parental Rights (TPR), or long term foster 

care placement matters (LTFC) for the period January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012.—

12-112 

 

Agreement for Professional Services, Damion No. 2012-6867, between the County of St. 

Louis and Kimberly J. Corradi, Attorney at Law, for representation for parents in Children in 

Need of Protective Services (CHIPS), Termination of Parental Rights (TPR), or long term 

foster care placement matters (LTFC) for the period January 1, 2012, through December 31, 

2012.—12-113 

 

Agreement for Professional Services, Damion No. 2012-6848, between the County of St. 

Louis and Terri Port Wright, Ph.D., J.D. Attorney at Law, for representation for parents in 

Children in Need of Protective Services (CHIPS), Termination of Parental Rights (TPR), or 

long term foster care placement matters (LTFC) for the period January 1, 2012, through 

December 31, 2012.—12-114 

 

Agreement between the County of St. Louis and the Historic Union Depot, Inc., for operation, 

marketing, and management of the St. Louis County Heritage & Arts Center (the Depot), for 

the period January 1, 2012, through June 30, 2012.—12-115 

 

Agreement for Purchase of Services, Damion No. 2011-006835, between the County of St. 

Louis and Duluth Seaway Port Authority for economic development activities for the period 

January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012.—12-116 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Lockridge, Grindal, 

Nauen, P.L.L.P. to assist with Federal Government Relation Services and administrative 

matters for the period January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012.—12-117 

 

Agreement for Services, Contract No. 14977, between the County of St. Louis and Lake 

Superior Community Health Center, for diagnosis and treatment of sexually transmitted 

diseases for the period January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012.—12-118 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14906, between St. Louis County and Lutheran 

Social Service Bethany Crisis Nursery, for social services for the period January 1, 2012, 

through December 31, 2012.—12-119 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14913, between St. Louis County and Range 

Women’s Advocates for social services for the period January 1, 2012, through December 31, 

2012.—11-120 
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Agreement between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Steven C. Fecker, 

Attorney at Law, of Johnson, Killen & Seiler Attorneys, Damion No. 2012-6884, for Labor 

Relations Services for the 2012-2013 labor contract negotiations.—11-121 

 

Amendment to Business Subsidy Agreement between St. Louis County and Cirrus Design 

Corporation.—11-122 

 

Grant Agreement, Contract No. 20964, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Northeast Minnesota Office of Job Training to provide Minnesota 

Innovation Fund 2012 Transportation, for the period January 1, 2012, through December 31, 

2012.—11-123 

 

State of Minnesota Income Contract, Contract No. 40750, between the State of Minnesota, 

Department of Natural Resources, and St. Louis County, St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office, for 

law enforcement personnel at or near the international Canadian border for Stonegarden 

2010.—11-124 

 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and RJS 

Construction Group, LLC, for SAP 69-643-014, CP 8214, grading, aggregate base, plant 

mixed bituminous base & surface, culverts, curb & gutter, and storm sewer on County State 

Aid Highway (CSAH) 43 from County Road 294 (Pioneer Road) to CSAH 4 (Rice Lake 

Road.)—11-125 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, resolutions 

numbered 12-071 through 12-092, as submitted to this Board on the consent agenda, were 

unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, on December 20, 2011, the St. Louis County Board adopted Resolution No. 11-

640 establishing 2012 rates for a number of contracts for Children and Family Services, 

including a per diem rate of $224.33 for Northwood Children’s Services Diagnostic and 

Assessment services; and 

WHEREAS, Northwood Children’s Services has since notified the Public Health and Human 

Services Department of a clerical error and the application should have reflected a ―Requested 

Rate‖ of $229.94 per day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board amends County 

Board Resolution No. 11-640 to change the Northwood Children’s Services Diagnostic and 

Assessment Center Services rate of $224.33 per day to a rate of $229.94 per day for the period 

January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012. 

BUDGET REFERENCE: 

 FUND  230 Social Services 

 AGENCY  232008 Children’s Services 

 EXPENSE OBJECT  601200    Out-Home Placement Costs  

                                            601600      Children’s Mental Health Services 

Adopted February 14, 2012. No. 12-071 

 

WHEREAS, the Range Mental Health Center (RMHC) helps people with mental illness to 

remain safe and as independent as possible by providing a full range of community mental 

health services; and 

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Health and Human Services has contracted with 

RMHC to provide needed community mental health services in northern St. Louis County for 

many years; and 
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WHEREAS, county funds must be set aside to pay the non-federal share of Medical 

Assistance for mental health services for residents of northern St. Louis County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

following agreements with the Range Mental Health Center for the period January 1, 2012, 

through December 31, 2012:   

Children’s MH-TCM contract (up to 10 cases per month) at $688 per month per client; and 

other children’s mental health services contracts.  Total contract for children’s mental health 

services not to exceed $90,000 per year, to be accounted for in Fund 230, Agency 232008, 

Object 601600.  

Adult MH-TCM contract (up to 56 cases per month) at $354 per month per client; and other 

adult mental health services contracts.  Total contract for adult mental health services not to 

exceed $220,032 per year, to be accounted for in Fund 230, Agency 232006, Object 604400. 

Adopted February 14, 2012. No. 12-072 

 

WHEREAS, the Human Development Center (HDC) helps people with mental illness to 

remain safe and as independent as possible by providing a full range of community mental 

health services; and 

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Health and Human Services has contracted with HDC 

to provide needed community mental health services in southern St. Louis County for many 

years; and 

WHEREAS, county funds must be set aside to pay the non-federal share of Medical 

Assistance for mental health services for residents of southern St. Louis County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes two 

agreements with the Human Development Center for the period January 1, 2012, through 

December 31, 2012: 

Children MH-TCM contract at $510 per month per client; $91,800 maximum, to be accounted 

for in Fund 230, Agency 232008, Object 601600. 

Adult MH-TCM contract at $364 per month per client; $345,205 maximum, to be accounted 

for in Fund 230, Agency 232006, Object 604400. 

Adopted February 14, 2012. No. 12-073 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County purchases employment services for persons with disabilities; 

and  

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Health and Human Services has contracted with 

Occupational Development Center, Inc., (ODC) and Goodwill Industries Vocational 

Enterprises, Inc., (GIVE) for over 30 years to provide extended employment services for 

persons with disabilities; and 

WHEREAS, the Department wishes to renew these agreements. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

Department of Public Health and Human Services to enter into purchase of service agreements 

with the Occupational Development Center, Inc., (ODC) and Goodwill Industries Vocational 

Enterprises, Inc., (GIVE) for extended employment services at the rates listed below for 

shelter-based work, supported employment, and job coaching at the contract maximum of 

$90,407 for each agreement for the period January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012, 

payable from Fund 230, Agency 232006, Object 604800. 

 Agency  Services   Rates 

 ODC  Shelter-Based Work  $15.00/worker/day 

   Supported Employment $15.00/worker/day 

   Job Coaching  $30.00/hour 

 GIVE  Shelter-Based Work  $15.00/worker/day 

   Supported Employment $15.00/worker/day 

   Job Coaching  $30.00/hour 
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Adopted February 14, 2012. No. 12-074 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Planning Commission held a public hearing regarding the 

preliminary plat of Stuntz Bay Road Addition on November 19, 2009, and granted preliminary 

approval for the plat; and 

WHEREAS, the final prints have been submitted and conform with the requirements set forth 

by the Planning Commission. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board grants final 

approval to the plat of Stuntz Bay Road Addition, located in Section 27, Township 62 North, 

Range 15 West, Breitung Township. 

Adopted February 14, 2012. No. 12-075 

 

WHEREAS, the Registrar of Titles is authorized to require Registered Land Survey Number 

104 pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 508.47; and 

WHEREAS, the County Surveyor and Examiner of Titles have approved Registered Land 

Survey Number 104; and 

WHEREAS, the final prints have been submitted for filing. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board grants final 

approval to Registered Land Survey Number 104 located in Part of the South ½ of the 

Northwest ¼ of Section 28, Township 51 North, Range 13 West (Lakewood Township). 

Adopted February 14, 2012. No. 12-076 

 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 1(d), authorizes the County Auditor, as directed by 

the county board, to lease state tax forfeited land to individuals, corporations, or organized 

subdivisions of the state for temporary uses at such prices and under such terms as the county 

board may prescribe; and 

WHEREAS, John and Suzanne McKinney, of Cloquet, MN, wish to enter into a 

Miscellaneous Lease (No. L05120002) for a portion of a car wash located on state tax forfeited 

land; and 

WHEREAS, the Land and Minerals Department has reviewed the request and recommends an 

annual lease fee of $2,325 per year until such time special legislation is received and the parcel 

can be conveyed to resolve an occupancy trespass. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

County Auditor to lease state tax forfeited land for a miscellaneous lease on property described 

as: LOT P EX RY RT OF WAY INC PT OF VAC AVE ADJ & INC PT OF VAC ST, Block 

18, Hunter/Markells Grassy Point Addition to Duluth, St. Louis County, Minnesota, to John 

and Suzanne McKinney, of Cloquet, MN, for a lease period ending December 31, 2012, with 

an annual lease fee of $2,325, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund), and under 

the terms and conditions set forth in the lease agreement. 

Adopted February 14, 2012. No. 12-077 

 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat § 282.241, Subd. 1, states that the county board may require, as a 

condition of repurchase, that the entire repurchase price be paid at the time of repurchase if it 

has good cause to believe that a repurchase installment payment plan for a particular parcel is 

unnecessary and not in the public interest; and 

WHEREAS, a considerable amount of staff time is required to administer a repurchase 

installment contract; and 

WHEREAS, the Land Commissioner believes that a repurchase installment plan is 

unnecessary if the basic repurchase price and extra costs are less than $1,500, and 

recommends that the entire repurchase price be paid at the time of repurchase.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board shall require, as a 

condition of repurchase, that the entire repurchase price be paid at the time of repurchase if 

the basic repurchase price and extra costs are less than $1,500. 
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Adopted February 14, 2012. No. 12-078 

 

WHEREAS, under the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.341, Subd. 1, a contract for deed to 

repurchase state tax forfeited land previously cancelled may be reinstated by the previous 

contract holder subject to payment of installments, taxes, assessments, penalties, costs, and 

interest; and  

WHEREAS, less than 50 percent of the basic sale price was paid prior to cancellation; 

therefore, county board approval is required for reinstatement; and 

WHEREAS, Mindy McFarland of Aurora, MN, has requested to reinstate Contract 

C22090079, having been cancelled on 10/11/2011, under new Contract C22110135 for 

property described as: 

 TOWN OF WHITE 

 WLY 300 FT OF NLY 360 FT OF LOT 2                             

                  SEC 34 TWP 58 RGE 15                       

 Parcel Code: 570-0026-000282 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

reinstatement of Contract C22110135 by Mindy McFarland of Aurora, MN, in the amount of 

$678, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted February 14, 2012. No. 12-079 

 

WHEREAS, under the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.341, Subd. 1, a contract for deed to 

repurchase state tax forfeited land previously cancelled may be reinstated by the previous 

contract holder subject to payment of installments, taxes, assessments, penalties, costs, and 

interest; and  

WHEREAS, less than 50 percent of the basic sale price was paid prior to cancellation; 

therefore, county board approval is required for reinstatement; and 

WHEREAS, David and Shannon McCray of Hibbing, MN, have requested to reinstate 

Contract C22090191, having been cancelled on 6/14/2011, under new Contract C2212001 for 

property described as: 

 CITY OF HIBBING 

 ELY 50 FT OF NLY 120 FT 

 LOT 16 BLOCK 4 

 AVIATORS FIELD ADDITION TO HIBBING 

 Parcel Code: 140-0030-00860 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

reinstatement of Contract C2212001 by David and Shannon McCray of Hibbing, MN, in the 

amount of $5,300, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted February 14, 2012. No. 12-080 

 

WHEREAS, under the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.341, Subd. 1, a contract for deed to 

repurchase state tax forfeited land previously cancelled may be reinstated by the previous 

contract holder subject to payment of installments, taxes, assessments, penalties, costs, and 

interest; and  

WHEREAS, less than 50 percent of the basic sale price was paid prior to cancellation; 

therefore, county board approval is required for reinstatement; and 

WHEREAS, D & D Salvage of Eveleth, MN, has requested to reinstate Contract C22060245, 

having been cancelled on 7/5/2011, under new Contract C22110144 for property described as: 

 CITY OF EVELETH 

 TRACT 7 E 305 FT OF THAT PART OF NW 1/4 

 OF SE 1/4 LYING N OF THE MESABA RY R OF W 

 SEC 33 TWP 58 RGE 17                      

 Parcel Code: 040-0206-00630 
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WHEREAS, D & D Salvage of Eveleth, MN, has requested to reinstate Contract C22060246, 

having been cancelled on 7/5/2011, under new Contract C22110138 for property described as: 

 CITY OF EVELETH 

 SW 1/4 OF SE 1/4 LYING N OF N R.O.W. OF HWY #37 

 SEC 33 TWP 58 RGE 17                      

 Parcel Code: 040-0206-00695 

WHEREAS, D & D Salvage of Eveleth, MN, has requested to reinstate Contract C22060247, 

having been cancelled on 7/5/2011, under new Contract C22110139 for property described as: 

 CITY OF EVELETH 

TRACT 9 W 200 FT OF E 705 FT OF THAT PART OF NW 1/4 OF SE 1/4 

LYING N OF THE MESABA RY RT OF WAY                                                    

                  SEC 33 TWP 58 RGE 17                      

 Parcel Code: 040-0206-00650 

WHEREAS, D & D Salvage of Eveleth, MN, has requested to reinstate Contract C22060248, 

having been cancelled on 7/5/2011, under new Contract C22110140 for property described as: 

 CITY OF EVELETH 

TRACT 10 W 200 FT OF E 905 FT OF THAT PART OF NW 1/4 OF SE 1/4 

LYING N OF THE MESABA RY RT OF WAY                       

                  SEC 33 TWP 58 RGE 17                     

 Parcel Code: 040-0206-00660   

WHEREAS, D & D Salvage of Eveleth, MN, has requested to reinstate Contract C22060249, 

having been cancelled on 7/5/2011, under new Contract C22110141 for property described as: 

 CITY OF EVELETH 

TRACT 11 W 200 FT OF E 1105 FT OF THAT PART OF NW 1/4 OF SE 1/4 

LYING N OF THE MESABA RY RT OF WAY                                                    

                  SEC 33 TWP 58 RGE 17                      

 Parcel Code: 040-0206-00670 

WHEREAS, D & D Salvage of Eveleth, MN, has requested to reinstate Contract C22060250, 

having been cancelled on 7/5/2011, under new Contract C22110142 for property described as: 

 CITY OF EVELETH 

 TRACT 8 W 200 FT OF E 505 FT OF THAT     

  PART OF NW 1/4 OF SE 1/4 LYING N OF THE  

  MESABA RY RT OF WAY                                                     

 SEC 33 TWP 58 RGE 17                      

 Parcel Code: 040-0206-00640  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

reinstatement of Contracts C22110144, C22110138, C22110139, C22110140, C22110141, 

and C22110142 by D & D Salvage of Eveleth, MN, in the amount of $5,173.25, to be 

deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted February 14, 2012. No. 12-081 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 282.01a, Subd. 1, upon recommendation of the county 

board, the Commissioner of Revenue may convey state tax forfeited land to another 

governmental subdivision for an authorized public use; and  

WHEREAS, the Town of Alborn has requested a free conveyance of state tax forfeited land 

for parking, legally described as: 

TOWN OF ALBORN 

PART OF E 1/2 OF SW 1/4 COMM AT THE INTERSECTION BETWEEN THE 

CENTER LINE OF THE SWAN LAKE RD WITH THE W LINE OF E 1/2 OF SW 1/4 

RUNNING THENCE SELY 660 FT ALONG THE CENTER LINE OF SAID RD 

THENCE AT RIGHT ANGLES SWLY TO A LINE RUNNING FROM A PT ON THE 

E LINE OF E 1/2 OF SW 1/4 AND 150 FT S OF SAID CENTER LINE OF RD TO A 

PT ON THE W SIDE OF SE 1/4 OF SW 1/4 275 FT S OF NW COR FROM THIS PT 
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AS PT OF BEG GO NELY TO THE CENTER OF SWAN LAKE RD THENCE SELY 

ALONG SAID CENTER LINE 125 FT THENCE SWLY AT RIGHT ANGLES TO 

ABOVE  DESCRIBED LINE THENCE NWLY TO PT OF BEG 

Section 24, Township 52 North, Range 18 West 

Parcel Code: 205-0010-04240 

0.95 Acres 

LDKEY: 62192 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board recommends that 

the Commissioner of Revenue convey the above described state tax forfeited land to the Town 

of Alborn for the authorized public use, upon payment of $250 administrative fee, $250 

Department of Revenue fee, $25 deed fee, $1.65 deed tax, and $46 recording fee; for a total of 

$572.65, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted February 14, 2012. No. 12-082 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county officials to 

enter into an agreement, and approve any amendments approved by the County Attorney, with 

the City of Babbitt, MN, outlining responsibilities of the parties for the installation of blinker 

stop signs on County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 112 (Central Boulevard) under Project MP 

112-149374, CP 149374.  The funding for the project will be the responsibility of the City of 

Babbitt, including electrical power costs. 

Adopted February 14, 2012. No. 12-083 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

SAP 69-600-039, CP 111480 located on CR 697 (McKinley Park Road) from TH 169 to 

280’ North of Soudan Mine State Park Road in Soudan, MN; and 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, at 10:00 a.m. 

on February 2, 2012, and the low responsible bidder determined. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the low bidder: 

 LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS AMOUNT   

 KGM Contractors, Inc. P.O. Box 7  $603,817.40 

    Angora, MN  55703 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that State Park Road Account funds in the amount of $570,202.41 

are reserved for this project.   Any funding required in excess of State Park Road Account 

funds shall be transferred from Fund 200, Agency 203001, Object 652800 to Fund 220, 

Agency 220274, Object 590700.   

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the appropriate county officials are authorized to approve the 

Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to execute the bonds and contract for the above listed 

project payable from Fund 220, Agency 220274, Object 652700. 

Adopted February 14, 2012. No. 12-084 

 

WHEREAS, the Property Management Team identified as surplus the following county fee 

owned land legally described as:  

The South one-half of the Southeast one-quarter of the Northwest one-quarter of the 

Southeast one-quarter (S ½ of SE ¼ of NW ¼ of SE ¼) of Section Sixteen (16), 

Township Fifty-two (52) North, Range Fifteen (15) West, containing 5.00 acres, more or 

less, 

And 

The southerly thirty-three (33) feet of the North one-half of the Southeast one-quarter of 

Northwest one-quarter of the Southeast one-quarter (N ½ of SE ¼ of NW ¼ of SE ¼) of 

Section Sixteen (16), Township Fifty-two (52) North, Range Fifteen (15) West, 

containing 0.50 acres, more or less; and 
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WHEREAS, the county has received the minimum bid for the property of $26,100 from Carl 

E. Ruhanen for said parcel. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to the requirements of and 

procedures of Minn. Stat.§ 373.01, the appropriate county officials are authorized to execute a 

quit claim deed conveying the above listed property to Carl E. Ruhanen of Hermantown, MN, 

for the bid amount of $26,100, payable to Fund 100, Agency 128014, Object 583100.  Buyer 

is responsible for deed tax and recording fees. 

Adopted February 14, 2012. No. 12-085 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the required signatories to execute 

the Letter of Understanding which details the scope and basis of the 2011 proposed audit of 

St. Louis County by the State Auditor’s Office. 

Adopted February 14, 2012. No. 12-086 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the applications for abatements, 

correction of assessed valuations and taxes plus penalty and interest, and any additional 

accrual, identified in County Board File No. 59401. 

Adopted February 14, 2012. No. 12-087 

 

WHEREAS, electronic recording (e-Recording) of real estate documents streamlines service 

delivery and significantly reduces staff time to process a recorded transaction; and   

WHEREAS, TriMin Government Solutions, a qualified vendor, has agreed to a contract to 

develop and implement an application to integrate electronic recording with the Recorder’s 

existing system. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes a 

contract with TriMin Government Solutions in the amount of $87,000 for e-Recording payable 

from Fund 100, Agency 121002, Object 629900. 

Adopted February 14, 2012. No. 12-088 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County and the City of Duluth entered into a 50 year lease for the 

construction of a joint law enforcement and public safety facility in October of 2009 located at 

2030 Arlington Avenue in Duluth, Minnesota; and 

WHEREAS, the 2009 lease document included provisions for reconstruction of the roadway 

serving the area upon completion of the building project; and 

WHEREAS, the lease agreement states that the county shall initiate and implement the road 

repair project, with the city reimbursing the county for one half of all costs incurred; and 

WHEREAS, Ayres Associates of Duluth, Minnesota, has performed surveying, topographical, 

and engineering services for the county at this site for other projects and was selected for this 

project based on familiarity with the site, background data already collected by Ayres, and 

competitive fee. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into a professional services agreement with Ayres 

Associates of Duluth, Minnesota, for the design, construction and bid documents, and project 

administration for the roadway improvement project for the Joint Public Safety Campus in 

Duluth, in an amount of $33,000, payable from Fund 100, Agency 128015, with one-half of 

the cost ($16,500) to be reimbursed to the county by the City of Duluth. 

Adopted February 14, 2012. No. 12-089 

 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) requires a 

consolidated application process for entitlement funds under the following Community 

Planning and Development programs: Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), Home 

Investment Partnerships Program (HOME), and Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG); and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board approved the 2010-2014 Consolidated Plan on March 
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2, 2010; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has prepared a draft FY 2012 Action Plan of the 2010-2014 

Consolidated Plan required by HUD; and 

WHEREAS, HUD requires that a public hearing be conducted to allow citizen input prior to 

submittal of these plans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board will hold a public 

hearing on Tuesday, March 13, 2012, at 9:40 a.m., at the St. Louis County Courthouse in 

Duluth, Minnesota, for the purpose of receiving citizen comments on the established priorities 

and funding recommendations included in the FY 2012 Action Plan of the 2010-2014 

Consolidated Plan. 

Adopted February 14, 2012. No. 12-090 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County master space plan for the Duluth area offices has been in 

place since 1995 with the Government Services Center (GSC) being the primary site for 

consolidation of county provided services; and 

WHEREAS, State of Minnesota tenants will be vacating the building no later than August 

2012 and the next phase of the master space plan is to define the GSC infrastructure upgrade 

and general remodeling project scope and budget as the basis for accurate financing 

considerations and development of a structured program; and 

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Division solicited Request for Proposals (RFPs) in December 

2011, which were reviewed and interviews performed; and 

WHEREAS, the consulting team that offered the county the best product/service at the best 

value was Perkins & Will of Minneapolis, Minnesota, Krech-Ojard & Associates of Duluth, 

Minnesota, and Gausman & Moore Engineers of Duluth, Minnesota, with Perkins & Will 

being the lead consultant, with 53% fees allotted for Duluth based firms. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into a contract with Perkins & Will of Minneapolis, 

Minnesota, for consulting services for the Duluth GSC infrastructure replacement and general 

remodeling project scope and budget development in an amount of $142,000, payable from 

Fund 400, Agency 400006, to be reimbursed by the associated bond sale proceeds. 

Adopted February 14, 2012. No. 12-091 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county officials to 

execute a contract addendum with Lakeland Pathology, P.A., for Medical Examiner services 

as defined in the original agreement and addenda, but reflecting updated costs for those 

services, payable from General Fund 100, Sheriff’s Office, Medical Examiner (131001). 

Adopted February 14, 2012. No. 12-092 

 

At 9:35 a.m., February 14, 2012, Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Jewell, 

moved to adjourn the County Board meeting; six yeas, zero nays. 

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON FEBRUARY 28, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 28th day 

of February, 2012, at 9:31 a.m., in the Hibbing City Council Chambers, Hibbing City Hall, 

Hibbing, Minnesota, with the following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, 

Steve O’Neil, Chris Dahlberg, Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar and Chair Keith 

Nelson – 7.  Absent:  None. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who serve and protect our safety at 

home and those who protect our freedom, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Raukar presented the customer service award to four employees in the 

Environmental Services Department. Environmental Services Director Ted Troolin thanked 

the board for the opportunity to recognize his administrative team:  Karen Bruun, Diane 

Hildreth, Gail Kupferschmidt and Cheryl Sharp.  

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to citizens who wished to address the board and following 

chose to do so: 

 

James Medure, Kinney, MN, expressed his concerns regarding a fence being removed and his 

frustrations with not receiving help from the local sheriff’s department on reporting a poacher. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to approve the consent 

agenda; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Chair Nelson said the board will recess at the end of the agenda, and reconvene after the 

committee of the whole meeting to approve a second consent agenda of items unanimously 

approved. 

 

Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to appoint 

Commissioners Forsman and Nelson as representatives, and Commissioner Jewell as alternate 

to the Joint Powers Board with Koochiching County for the conservation and management of 

clean water in and adjacent to Voyagers National Park. Commissioner Sweeney said she 

received clarification that this is a special committee serving a specific project and it makes 

sense to continue the previous appointments, Commissioners Forsman and Nelson, and 

include Commissioner Jewell as the alternate; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-106. 

 

Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to authorize a grant for 

$139,000 to the City of Floodwood to support the Floodwood Services and Training new 

recycling and processing center. Director of Planning and Community Development Barb 

Hayden said the grant is from the Minnesota Investment Fund and must be used for 

infrastructure investment. This project will add 10-15 line workers and one supervisory 

position. Floodwood Mayor Jeff Kletscher thanked the board for their support, adding they 

have been working on the project for approximately a dozen years. Jim Tarray, Executive 

Director of Floodwood Services and Training, said they have wanted to build this recycling 

center for a while, adding they also provide adult day services to residents within a 30 miles 

radius. Commissioner Raukar recognized the vision and hard work of Floodwood and 

surrounding communities moving forward and making the community better. Commissioner 

Dahlberg said he has a brother with disabilities who participates in the Floodwood Services 

and Training program, adding that it is inspirational to see the joy of work and work ethic the 
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workers exhibit; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-107. 

 

At 10:15 a.m., the county board recessed.  

 

At 11:56 a.m., the county board reconvened with all commissioners present.  

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to approve the second 

consent agenda consisting of the items approved unanimously, with recommendation, at the 

committee of the whole; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

The following board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

board meeting: 

 

Cancellations of Contract for Purchase of State Tax Forfeited Land for 2012.—59417 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Sherry Rodriguez, County Veterans Service Officer, 

submitting Board Letter No. 12-62, Extension of Memorandum of Understanding with 

Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs.—59418 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Patty Swedberg, County Extension Administrator, 

submitting Board Letter No. 12-68, Appointment to the St. Louis County Cooperative 

Extension Committee.—59419 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Barbara Hayden, Director of Planning and 

Community Development, submitting Board Letter No. 12-66, City of Floodwood Business 

Park Project.—59420 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner, submitting 

Board Letter No. 12-69, Private Sale of State Tax Forfeited Land – Dagger.—59421 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Ross Litman, Sheriff, submitting Board Letter No. 12-

84, Naming the Joint Public Safety Building Training Room in Honor of Ellen Louise 

Pence.—59422 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, submitting Board Letter No. 12-85, Support for 

Legislation Modifying Wetland Replacement Requirements.—59423 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14976, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota (Family Resource Center-

Supervised Visitation Program) for Parent/Child Supervised Visitation Services.—12-126 

 

Northeast Service Cooperative (NESC) Network Services Agreement between Northeast 

Service Cooperative and the County of St. Louis, for the NESC Middle Mile Fiber Project for 

a period of ten years.—12-127 

 

Miscellaneous Lease Agreement,  Lease No. L05120001, between St. Louis County Land and 

Minerals Director and Mining Resources, LLC, for a 488-acre site in Sections 26, 34, and 35, 

Township 58 North, Range 20 West for a five (5) year term commencing January 1, 2012, and 

ending December 31, 2016.—12-128 

 

Joint Powers Agreement between St. Louis County and Koochiching County for the 

conservation and management of clean water within and adjacent to Voyageurs National 
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Park.—12-129 

 

Agreement between St. Louis County and St. Louis County Sheriff’s Supervisory Association 

for 2010/2011.—12-130 

 

Co-Tenancy Agreement between the County of St. Louis and City of Duluth for the Public 

Safety Building.—12-131 

 

Lease Agreement between the County of St. Louis and James Jauss for office space in the 

Palladio Building for the period January 1, 2012, through April 30, 2015.—12-132 

 

Joint Powers Agreement between St. Louis County and the 6th Judicial District Court to 

conduct criminal histories on name change applicants.—12-133 

 

Grant Agreement between Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Homeland Security and 

Emergency Management and St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office for the Emergency 

Management Performance Grant 2011.—12-134 

 

Agreement between the County of St. Louis and the St. Louis & Lake Counties Regional 

Railroad Authority for accounting services for the period January 1, 2012, through December 

31, 2012.—12-135 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and Trimin Government 

Solutions for the period February 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012, to design and 

implement a ―catcher piece‖ for electronic recording of real estate documents.—12-136 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Braun Intertec 

Corporation for Geotechnical Evaluation for proposed snowmobile underpass (SP 69-691-020) 

on Haines Road (County State Aid Highway 91) in the City of Duluth.—12-137 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Suit, LLC, for the 

Duluth Courthouse Auditor’s Room 201 Space Planning.—12-138 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14957, between the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners and Jay Litman Construction/Remodeling & 

Handyman Services, Inc.—12-139 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14914, between St. Louis County and Salvation 

Army for social services.—12-140 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14574D, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and L & M Opportunities, Inc.—12-

141 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No. 50980, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and L & M Opportunities – Snelling Park.—12-142 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No. 50979, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and L & M Opportunities – Hunters Park.—12-143 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14631C, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Carol Reigstad Adult Foster 

Homes.—12-144 
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Upon motion by Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, resolutions 

numbered 12-93 through12-105, as submitted to this Board on the consent agenda, were 

unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of February 7, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted February 28, 2012.  No. 12-093 

 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of February 14, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-094 

 

WHEREAS, the contract with Jeffrey Hill of Mt. Iron, MN, for the purchase of state tax 

forfeited land is in default for failure to provide proof of insurance; and  

WHEREAS, the purchaser was properly served with Notice of Cancellation of Contract by 

civil process and has failed to cure the default for lands legally described as: 

 TOWN OF CHERRY 

 NLY 100 FT OF WLY 300 FT OF SW 1/4 OF NW 1/4 OF NW 1/4 

 SEC 25 TWP 57 RGE 19 

 Parcel Code:  290-0010-04345     

 C22070165           

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §§ 282.04, Subd. 2(d), and 504B.271, authorizes the County Auditor 

to dispose of abandoned personal property; and          

WHEREAS, the previous owner of the property will be notified by posting of property or by 

mail.       

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

cancellation of this contract for the purchase of state tax forfeited land described above, 

according to the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 5, and Minn. Stat. § 282.40, and 

according to the procedures of Minn. Stat. § 559.21. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Auditor is authorized to dispose of abandoned 

personal property from the above described state tax forfeited property. 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-095 

 

WHEREAS, the contract with Dennis Mogensen of Duluth, MN, for the repurchase of state 

tax forfeited land is in default for failure to provide proof of insurance; and  

WHEREAS, the purchaser was properly served with Notice of Cancellation of Contract by 

civil process and has failed to cure the default for land legally described as: 

 TOWN OF LAKEWOOD 

 NW 1/4 OF NE 1/4  

 SEC 8 TWP 51 RGE 13 

 Parcel Code: 415-0010-01850 

 C22110051            

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §§ 282.04, Subd. 2(d), and 504B.271, authorizes the County Auditor 

to dispose of abandoned personal property; and           

WHEREAS, the previous owner of the property will be notified by posting of the property or 

by mail.      

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

cancellation of this contract for the repurchase of state tax forfeited land described above, 

according to the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 5, and Minn. Stat. § 282.40, and 

according to the procedures of Minn. Stat. § 559.21. 
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RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Auditor is authorized to dispose of 

abandoned personal property from the above described state tax forfeited property.  

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-096 

 

WHEREAS, under the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.341, Subd. 1, a contract for deed to 

repurchase state tax forfeited land previously cancelled may be reinstated by the previous 

contract holder subject to payment of installments, taxes, assessments, penalties, costs, and 

interest; and  

WHEREAS, less than 50 percent of the basic sale price was paid prior to cancellation; 

therefore, county board approval is required for reinstatement; and 

WHEREAS, Tracy Olson of Gilbert, MN, has requested to reinstate Contract C22100092, 

having been cancelled on 11/22/2011, under new Contract C22110137 for property described 

as: 

 CITY OF GILBERT 

 LOTS 1 AND 2, BLOCK 17                                

                  GILBERT                      

 Parcel Code: 060-0010-03850 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

reinstatement of Contract C22110137 by Tracy Olson of Gilbert, MN, in the amount of 

$1,514.34, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-097 

 

WHEREAS, LHB Engineers & Architects, Inc., performed the preliminary roof condition 

investigation and assessment, the structural repair design, bidding documents, and 

construction administration (phase one) for the St. Louis County Heritage and Arts Center (the 

Depot) train museum roof; and 

WHEREAS, an agreement is necessary for the planning and coordination, federal reporting 

requirements, construction administration and project closeout for the second and final phase 

of this project. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute an agreement with LHB Engineers & Architects, Inc., 

of Duluth, Minnesota, in an amount of $67,886 for the planning and coordination, federal 

reporting requirements, construction administration, and project closeout for the Depot train 

museum roof repair project, payable from Fund 400, Agency 400023. 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-098 

 

WHEREAS, as of May 6, 2011, an interim amount for petitioner’s attorney’s fees in 

guardianship matters was recommended to the Chief Judge of the Sixth Judicial District at the 

rate of $50.00 per hour with a maximum of $250.00 per case in accordance with Minn. Stat. § 

524.5-502(b); and 

WHEREAS, the interim rate was included in the 2012 fee schedule adopted by the County 

Board on November 8, 2011; and 

WHEREAS, the County Attorney was made aware and agrees the original cap of $250.00 may 

be inappropriate in many guardianship cases; and 

WHEREAS, the need for attorney services in guardianship matters exists and it is in the best 

interest of the citizens of St. Louis County to provide adequate representation in these matters 

in order to protect citizens in need.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an 

increase to the maximum amount allowable for petitioner’s attorney’s fees in guardianship 

matters to $600.00, payable from Fund 100, Agency 113002, Object 626100. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, upon approval by the County Board the increased fee maximum will 

be included in the 2013 fee schedule. 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-099 
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RESOLVED, that the workers’ compensation report of claims by employees for work-related 

injuries, dated February 10, 2012, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from Fund 730, 

Agency 730001. 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-100 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 340A, as 

amended, and Rules and Regulations adopted by this Board under St. Louis County Ordinance 

No. 28, dated May 22, 1978, as amended, the following application for an intoxicating liquor 

license is hereby approved, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County 

Board File No. 59385. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent upon license holder paying 

real estate or personal property taxes when due. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells their licensed place of business, 

the County Board, at its discretion, may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new 

owner, but without pro-rated refund of the license fees to the license holder. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license shall be effective March 1, 2012, through June 30, 

2012. 

Hi Banks Resort, Inc., d/b/a Hi Banks Resort, Fredenberg Township, On-Sale 

Intoxicating Liquor License No. CMB12145 and Sunday On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor 

License No. SUN12145, new. 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-101 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has a population of over 19,000 veterans with 17,049 of them 

currently receiving veterans’ benefits totaling more than $75,347,000; and  

WHEREAS, the total number of veterans seen by the St. Louis County Veterans Service 

Offices had reached 14,510 by the end of 2010, and the benefits veterans receive in the areas 

of compensation, pension, health care, education, burial, and insurance, have a direct positive 

impact on the county’s economy; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board believes there is a demonstrated need for additional 

assistance to reach the veterans in Northeastern Minnesota; and 

WHEREAS, the County Veterans Service Officer has requested that the Minnesota 

Department of Veterans Affairs (MDVA) continue its provision of an employee to address this 

need, and MDVA has agreed to place an Outreach Representative based out of the County 

Veterans Service Office in Duluth to assist veterans of Northeastern Minnesota in application 

for their veterans’ benefits.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute an extension to the existing Memorandum of 

Understanding with the Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs to provide an Outreach 

Representative to further serve the veterans of Northeastern Minnesota in cooperation with the 

St. Louis County Veterans Service Office, effective January 1, 2012, through June 30, 2013. 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-102 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board appoints the following as voting delegates to the 

Association of Minnesota Counties (AMC) for 2012: 

 Kevin Gray, St. Louis County Administrator 

 Frank Jewell, St. Louis County Commissioner 

 Steve O'Neil, St. Louis County Commissioner 

 Christopher Dahlberg, St. Louis County Commissioner 

 Mike Forsman, St. Louis County Commissioner 

 Peg Sweeney, St. Louis County Commissioner 
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 Keith Nelson, St. Louis County Commissioner 

 Steve Raukar, St. Louis County Commissioner 

 Ann Busche, St. Louis County Public Health & Human Services Director 

 Barbara Hayden, Planning and Community Development Director 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board appoints the following as delegates 

to the AMC Policy Committees: 

Policy Committee   Delegate 

Environment and Natural Resources: Commissioner Dahlberg 

General Government:   Commissioners Jewell & Raukar 

Health & Human Services:  Commissioner O’Neil 

Public Safety:   Commissioner Sweeney 

Transportation:   Commissioners Forsman & Nelson 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-103 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board appoints citizen members to serve on the St. Louis 

County Cooperative Extension Committee; and 

WHEREAS, the Cooperative Extension Committee has an individual, Shari McCorison, 

whose term expired December 31, 2011, but is eligible for reappointment and interested in 

continuing to serve. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appointment of Shari McCorison for a third 3-year term expiring December 31, 2014. 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-104 

 

WHEREAS,  the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office is  a member of the Boundary Waters 

Drug Task Force, and the county serves as its fiscal agent; and 

WHEREAS,  the Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Office of Justice Programs, is 

offering a 2012 Boundary Waters Drug Task Force grant in the amount of $96,043; and 

WHEREAS, on November 8, 2011, the St. Louis County Board adopted Resolution No. 11-

588, authorizing application and acceptance of the 2012 Boundary Waters Drug Force Grant 

in the amount of $92,500, which was incorrect. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes 

application and acceptance of the 2012 Boundary Waters Drug Task Force Grant in the 

amount of $96,043, to be accounted for in Fund 100, Agency 129999, Grant 12901, Year 

2012. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to sign any associated contract documents. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that County Board Resolution No. 11-588, dated November 8, 

2011, is hereby rescinded. 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-105 

 

BY COMMISSIONER DAHLBERG: 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board believes it is in the public interest to protect the 

environment; and 

WHEREAS, on February 7, 2012, the St. Louis County Board renewed its participation in a 

Joint Powers Agreement with Koochiching County to seek federal, state, and other financial 

assistance to plan, develop, construct and manage a comprehensive wastewater treatment 

system for the property within and adjacent to the Voyageurs National Park in both 

Koochiching County and St. Louis County.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board appoints the 

following commissioners to serve as members of the Joint Powers Board for the Conservation 

and Management of Waters - Voyageurs National Park: 

   Commissioner Forsman 

   Commissioner Nelson 
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   Commissioner Jewell (alternate) 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that St. Louis County is designated as the fiscal agent for the Joint 

Powers Agreement with the County Auditor authorized to accept and disburse funds on behalf 

of the Joint Powers Board. 

Unanimously adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-106 

 

BY COMMISSIONER RAUKAR: 

WHEREAS, the City of Floodwood has requested $139,000 from St. Louis County for the 

Floodwood Business Park Project; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County funding will benefit the Floodwood Services and Training 

recycling facility; and  

WHEREAS, the Floodwood Business Park Project is consistent with the development plan for 

the City of Floodwood; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has the $139,000 in Economic Development - Minnesota 

Investment Fund repayments available for the project. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes a grant 

of $139,000 in Minnesota Investment Fund repayments to the City of Floodwood and 

authorizes the appropriate county officials to execute the grant agreement on behalf of the 

county, along with all the necessary related documents. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the county grant is contingent on the City of Floodwood 

securing all necessary funding to complete the infrastructure and site improvement project.   

RESOLVED FURTHER, that funds be paid from Economic Development – Minnesota 

Investment Fund Repayments, County Fund 176, Agency 176001. 

Unanimously adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-107 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, resolutions 

numbered 12-108 through 12-124, as submitted to this Board on a second consent agenda, 

were unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Laws of Minnesota 2011, Chapter 98, Section 24, St. Louis County 

may sell by private sale the following described state tax forfeited land to remedy an 

inadvertent trespass and quiet title action:  

Lot 11, Block 3, Central Division of West Duluth, and that part of Lot 13, Block 3, Central 

Division of West Duluth, that lies northwesterly of a straight line drawn from a point on the 

northerly line of said Lot 13, twenty-three (23) feet from the northwesterly corner of said lot to 

a point on the westerly line of said Lot 13, nine (9) feet from the said northwesterly corner, 

Section 7, Township 49 North, Range 14 West  

Parcel Code: 010-0420-00290 

WHEREAS, this parcel of land has been classified as non-conservation land pursuant to Minn. 

Stat. § 282.01; and 

WHEREAS, this parcel of land is not withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 85.012, 

92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8, and other statutes that require the withholding of state tax forfeited 

lands from sale. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the sale 

of a state tax forfeited land parcel to Dennis Dagger, to remedy an inadvertent trespass and 

quiet title action for the appraised value of $3,700, plus 3% assurance fee of $111, deed fee of 

$25, deed tax of $12.21, and recording fee of $46; for a total of $3,894.21, to be deposited in 

Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-108 

 

WHEREAS, Robert Hoffman and Graves Land Corporation have requested a non-exclusive 
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roadway easement across state tax forfeited land to access private land; and 

WHEREAS, there are no reasonable alternatives to obtain access to the private property; and 

WHEREAS, exercising the easement will not cause significant adverse environmental or 

natural resource management impacts; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4, authorizes the County Auditor to grant easements 

for such purposes.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the County Auditor, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 

282.04, Subd. 4(a) is authorized to grant a non-exclusive roadway easement across state tax 

forfeited land to Robert Hoffman and Graves Land Corporation described as follows: 

The South 66.00 feet of the East 335.00 feet of the Southwest Quarter of the Northeast 

Quarter of Section 11, Township 53 North, Range 14 West, St. Louis County, Minnesota.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the granting of this easement is conditioned upon payment of 

$970 land use fee, $100 administration fee and $46 recording fee; for a total of $1,116, to be 

deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-109 

 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Power has requested a utility easement across state tax forfeited land 

for a 34.5kV overhead power line serving the Mining Resources, LLC, mining site near 

Chisholm, MN; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4, authorizes the County Auditor to grant easements 

for such purposes.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Auditor is authorized  to 

grant a power line utility easement to Minnesota Power located in Section 35, Township 58 

North, Range 20 West. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the granting of this easement is conditioned upon payment of 

$9,534 land use fee, $990 timber damages, and $46 recording fee; for a total of $10,570, to be 

deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-110 

 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.241 provides that state tax forfeited land may be repurchased 

by the previous owners subject to payment of delinquent taxes and assessments, with 

penalties, costs, and interest; and 

WHEREAS, the applicants, Sylvester Hantz, Jr., and Sandy Hantz of Duluth, MN, have 

applied to repurchase state tax forfeited land legally described as: 

 CITY OF DULUTH 

 Lot 0012 Block 005 

 WEST PARK DIVISION OF DULUTH 

 Parcel Code:  010-4570-00480 

WHEREAS, the applicants were the owners of record at the time of forfeiture and are eligible 

to repurchase the property; and 

WHEREAS, approving the repurchase will correct undue hardship and promote the use of 

lands that will best serve the public interest. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

repurchase application by Sylvester Hantz, Jr., and Sandy Hantz of Duluth, MN, on file in 

County Board File No. 59398, subject to payments including total taxes and assessments of 

$4,892.58, service fee of $114.00, deed fee of $25.00, deed tax of $16.15 and recording fee of 

$46.00; for a total of $5,093.73, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-111 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County requires the services of a competent contractor to provide tire 

management and recycling services to Environmental Services and Public Works facilities; 

and 

WHEREAS, the county is authorized by Minn. Stat. §400.04 to negotiate for recycling 



PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

58 

 
services; and 

WHEREAS, Liberty Tire Recycling, LLC, is willing and able to provide the service. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into a two (2) year contract with Liberty Tire Recycling, 

LLC, for collection, haulage and proper disposal of waste tires at $115 per ton for tires up to 

24 ½ inches, and $185 per ton for tires over 24 ½ inches, payable from Fund 600, Agency 

601004 (Recycling). 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-112 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county officials to 

enter into an agreement, and any amendments approved by the County Attorney, with Lake 

County whereby Lake County will pay its 10% match for local share for items listed in the 

Schedule of Prices in the Proposal/Plan Package and Plan described as SP 88-070-016, CP 

92761, Rumble Strips and Edgeline Striping 2012.  The funds received from Lake County will 

be receipted into Fund 220, Agency 220275, Revenue 551508. 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-113 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an agreement, and any amendments 

approved by the County Attorney, with the City of Hermantown for the sanitary sewer 

construction on County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 48, SAP 69-648-026, CP 8273, whereby 

the City of Hermantown will pay the ―City of Hermantown Non-Participating‖ local share 

items listed in the supplemental agreement in the plan. The funds from the City of 

Hermantown for project SAP 69-648-026, CP 8273 will be receipted into Fund 220, Agency 

220176, Object 551503, with the amount budgeted for expense and determined at the time of 

completion of the supplemental agreement. 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-114 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the applications for abatements, 

correction of assessed valuations and taxes plus penalty and interest, and any additional 

accrual, identified in County Board File No. 59401. 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-115 

 

WHEREAS, the fire alarm system in the St. Louis County Courthouse in Hibbing is obsolete 

and service needs are no longer supported; and 

WHEREAS, Property Management standardized facility fire detection systems through a 

Request For Proposals (RFP) process several years ago and selected the proposal of Siemens 

Building Technologies of Duluth, Minnesota; and 

WHEREAS, the county’s insurance carrier recommends replacement of the Hibbing 

Courthouse system; and 

WHEREAS, Siemens Building Technologies provided a quote in an amount of $125,000 for 

the replacement of the fire detection and fire alarm control system.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute a contract with Siemens Building Technologies of 

Duluth, Minnesota, in an amount of $125,000 for the replacement of the fire detection and fire 

alarm control system for the Hibbing Courthouse, payable from Fund 400, Agency 400008. 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-116 

 

WHEREAS, Great River Energy, a Minnesota cooperative corporation, is constructing a 69 

kilo-volt (kV) transmission line between Tower and Orr to upgrade the electrical delivery 

system in this area of St. Louis County; and 

WHEREAS, Great River Energy has requested that the St. Louis County Board grant a 

transmission line utility easement across St. Louis County fee owned property; and 
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WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 373.01, Subdivision 1(4), authorizes St. Louis County to sell, lease 

and convey real estate owned by the county. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to the requirements of and 

procedures of Minn. Stat. § 373.01, the Chair of the County Board and the County Auditor are 

authorized to execute a transmission line utility easement to Great River Energy as described 

in Easement Number LC –TC-100, Exhibit A and B, on file in the Property Management 

Department office.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the granting of this easement is conditioned upon payment of 

$1,100 land use fee, to be deposited in Fund 100, Agency 128014, Object 583100. 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-117 

 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota Department of Public Safety, through the Division of 

Homeland Security and Emergency Management, has made available $29,925 in funding for 

Mass Sheltering planning, training and exercising for the Northeast Region; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County, through its Sheriff’s Office, has offered to serve as the grant 

administrator and fiscal agent for this funding.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes 

acceptance of the 2011 Mass Sheltering Grant in the amount of $29,925, to be accounted for 

in Fund 100, Agency 132999, Grant 13207, Year 2011, and authorizes St. Louis County to 

serve as fiscal agent on behalf of the Northeast Region. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to sign any associated contract documents. 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-118 

 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota Department of Public Safety, through the Division of 

Homeland Security and Emergency Management, has made available $190,000 in funding 

from the Department of Homeland Security Buffer Zone Protection Program for approved 

public safety equipment; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office will be able to purchase needed public 

safety equipment as a result of this funding.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes 

acceptance of the 2011 Buffer Zone Protection Program grant in the amount of $190,000, to 

be accounted for in Fund 100, Agency 129999, Grant 12950, Year 2011.    

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to sign any associated contract documents.  

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-119 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis, Lake, and Carlton counties are in need of project management for the 

migration to the Allied Radio Matrix for Emergency Responders (ARMER) system; and  

WHEREAS, these counties share radio and mobile data communications infrastructure, and 

require ongoing system maintenance; and  

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office Radio Maintenance Technicians provide a 

high standard of maintenance for the infrastructure.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an 

agreement with Lake and Carlton counties for Allied Radio Matrix for Emergency Responders 

(ARMER) system migration project management and the provision of ongoing maintenance of 

the shared communications systems totaling $62,000, with $25,000 to be accounted for in 

Fund 100, Agency 136001, Object 551506 (Carlton) and $37,000 to be accounted for in Fund 

100, Agency 136001, Object 551508 (Lake). 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-120 

 

RESOLVED, that a public hearing will be held at 9:35 A.M. on March 13, 2012, in the St. 

Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, for the purpose of considering an Off-Sale 
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Intoxicating Liquor License for Hi Banks Resort, Inc., d/b/a Hi Banks Resort, Fredenberg 

Township. 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-121 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County operates a Regional Landfill in Virginia, Minnesota, which 

serves as the primary disposal facility for mixed municipal solid waste generated in the 

county’s Solid Waste Management Area; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Regional Landfill will require additional operational 

capacity by the fall of 2012; and 

WHEREAS, the construction of this project was competitively bid and the lowest responsible 

bid of $1,398,610.52 was received from Frattalone Companies of St. Paul, Minnesota. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into a contract with Frattalone Companies at its bid price 

of $1,398,610.52, for the construction of Phase 6 at the Regional Landfill payable from Fund 

600, Agency 607001, Landfill. 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-122 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County and the City of Duluth recently lost a great citizen and 

community advocate in the passing of Ellen Louise Pence; and 

WHEREAS, Ellen Pence helped organize the Domestic Abuse Intervention Program, 

commonly referred to as the ―Duluth Model‖, was a founding member and Director of Praxis 

Int’l, helped develop the Blueprint for Safety domestic violence initiative, and closely 

collaborated with institutions and law enforcement around the world, starting with the Duluth 

Police Department, to help combat domestic violence; and 

WHEREAS, Ellen Pence devoted her life to effectively addressing and counseling all parties 

in the cycle of domestic violence; and 

WHEREAS, the new Joint Public Safety Building training room is intended for community 

meetings and gatherings, as well as education and training; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners, along with the Duluth City 

Council, on behalf of the County Sheriff’s Office and the Duluth Police Department, in order 

to memorialize Ellen Pence’s life and work, desires to name the new Joint Public Safety 

Building training room in her honor. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the new Joint Public Safety Building training 

room shall hereafter be referred to as the Ellen Pence Training Room. 

Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-123 

 

WHEREAS, State Representative Tom Anzelc has authored legislation modifying wetland 

replacement requirements in counties with 80% or more of their pre-settlement wetlands 

remaining, officially known as House File No. 2105; and 

WHEREAS, Arrowhead Counties Association members all have in excess of 80% of their 

pre-settlement wetlands remaining; and 

WHEREAS, current state law regulating replacement of wetlands affected by building 

activities creates undue hardship for economic development activities in the member counties 

including St. Louis County; and 

WHEREAS, modification of wetland replacement requirements in the Arrowhead Counties 

Association member counties would enhance local economic development activity in these 

counties; and 

WHEREAS, the provisions of House File No. 2105 are in full compliance with statutory 

requirements that Minnesota retain an overall no net loss of wetlands policy. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

supports House File No. 2105 modifying wetland replacement requirements, as proposed by 

State Representative Tom Anzelc. 
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Adopted February 28, 2012. No. 12-124 

 

At 11:58 a.m., February 28, 2012, Commissioner Jewell, supported by Commissioner 

Forsman, moved to adjourn; seven yeas, zero nays.   

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 

 



   

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

 

OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

 

MARCH, 2012 

 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON MARCH 13, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 13th day 

of March, 2012, at 9:33 a.m., in the County Board Room, Duluth, Minnesota, with the 

following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O‘Neil, Chris Dahlberg, 

Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson – 7.  Absent:  None. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who serve and protect our safety 

and those who protect our freedom, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to citizens who wished to address the board and none chose 

to do so. 

 

Mr. Michael Vidmar, with AFSME Local 6, encouraged the county board to bargain in good 

faith. Cards with signatures of AFSME members were distributed to the Board by the 

following individuals; Andrea Lenzen, Hibbing, MN; Callie Thompson, Duluth, MN; and 

Mike Welch, South Range, WI.  

 

At 9:40 a.m. a public hearing began regarding the issuance of an off-sale intoxicating liquor 

license to the Hi-Banks Resort, Fredenberg Township. St. Louis County Attorney Mark Rubin 

gave the initial presentation. County Attorney Rubin submitted a packet for the record which 

included documentation of required notices, township approval, minutes from the Liquor 

Committee, proof of paid property taxes and required documents for the license. Hi-Banks 

owners Tim and Kim Wagner appeared and in response to a question from Commissioner 

Sweeney, said they will follow the rules of the liquor ordinance. Commissioner Sweeney 

reminded the Wagners that the county does compliance checks for sale to minors and the 

county board takes these violations seriously. The Wagners said they understood and have 

read the liquor ordinance.  At 9:47 a.m., Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner 

Forsman, moved to close the public hearing; seven yeas, zero nays.  Commissioner Sweeney, 

supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to approve granting the off-sale liquor license to 

the Hi-Banks Resort, Fredenberg Township; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-130. 

 

At 9:48 a.m., a public hearing was held to receive citizen comment on the FY 2012 Action 

plan for Community Development Block Grant (CDGB), Home Investment Partnerships 

Program (HOME) and Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) funding. Director of Planning and 

Community Development Barb Hayden said the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) requires a consolidated application process for the Community Planning 

and Development Program, which includes CDBG, HOME and ESG programs. Director 

Hayden said the board approved the 5 year strategic planning in March 2010, which set up 

objectives and strategies for 2010-2014. The amounts for 2012 include $1,713,363 for CDBG, 
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$489,667 for HOME, and $190,582 for ESG. The advisory committee recommended 22 

CDBG projects in January 2012 and the HOME program advisory committee will meet on 

March 16, 2012. Director Hayden said Public Health and Human Services (PHHS) is working 

to merge all homeless programs and the Heading Home Leadership Council will look at 

funding recommendations for ESG, noting this is the only program with an increase in 

funding. Director Hayden said there have been significant cuts in these programs, noting the 

last two years‘ funding was reduced over $1 million.  The action plan has been advertised and 

posted, and Director Hayden has not received any public comment. In response to a question 

from Commissioner O‘Neil, Director Hayden said that for every dollar of CBDG spent, we are 

leveraging $4.00-$5.00. Commissioner O‘Neil noted all the areas these programs benefit and 

this is not the place congress should be cutting. Commissioner Jewell said these projects help 

cities and employs people. Commissioner Sweeney said this is not government waste, but 

rather supports organizations that help people get jobs and a place to live. Commissioner 

Nelson asked if citizens would like to address the board on the matter and none came forth. At 

10:00 a.m., Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to close the 

public hearing. Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner Sweeney and 

Commissioner Jewell, moved to approve the 2012 Action Plan and authorize the Director of 

Planning and Community Development to submit the 2012 Action Plan for the CDBG, 

HOME, and ESG projects and corresponding funding. Commissioner Raukar said this is a 

success story dating back to 1993 and credited former U.S. Representative Jim Oberstar for 

working with St. Louis County to secure these funds. After further discussion, the motion 

passed; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-131. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to approve the consent 

agenda; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Jewell, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to approve amendments to 

the St. Louis County Civil Service Rules. Human Resources Director Jim Gottschald said the 

changes were made taking into consideration state laws, bargaining unit agreements and 

according to commonly accepted human resource practices. Director Gottschald said the 

changes were unanimously approved by the Civil Service Commission at a public hearing held 

on February 13, 2012.  Citizen Renae Pecchia chose to speak on this matter. Ms. Pecchia said 

she is an attorney and told the board that if they approve the amendments it will open the 

county to a lawsuit. Ms. Pecchia said the changes allow department heads to treat people who 

quit better than employees who are taking an approved leave of absence, noting several areas 

in the rules that address rehires and leaves of absence in relation to leave accruals, and 

anniversary dates in relation to step increases. Commissioner Forsman asked the County 

Attorney for clarification and questioned how a person who resigns can get more rights than 

an employee on leave.  

 

The board recessed from 10:32 a.m. to 10:39 a.m. 

 

Commissioner Raukar questioned whether this should be tabled to allow additional time. 

Director Gottschald said adjustments to anniversary dates used for step increases and paid 

leave accruals can currently be made for an unpaid leave of absence of more than one calendar 

month, noting military leave is an exception.  Director Gottschald assured the board that 

someone who resigns does not receive more benefits or rights than a current employee on 

leave. Director Gottschald said the rehiring of previous employees gives the county flexibility 

and the ability to be competitive, noting the rules allow for rehiring someone at any step up to 

and including their previous step. After lengthy discussion, Commissioner Raukar asked for 

clarification on section 4.7 (B.) Salary on Reemployment from Resignation, and asked if 

striking the last sentence could be considered, ―Their salary rate may not exceed the range 

maximum of the class.‖ Director Gottschald and County Attorney Mark Rubin agreed that the 
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language should be there. Commissioner Sweeney noted that the last sentence is not a change 

and is currently in the rules. After further discussion, Commissioner Raukar withdrew his 

support, and Commissioner Forsman supported the motion. After further discussion, the 

motion passed; six yeas, one nay, Commissioner Raukar. Resolution No. 12-132. 

 

The board recessed at 11:08 a.m. to go to the Committee of the Whole meeting, and 

reconvened at 12:52 p.m. 

 

Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, moved to approve the second 

consent agenda consisting of all items approved unanimously with recommendation at the 

Committee of the Whole meeting, with the exception of items 12 and 13 from the committee 

consent, Agreement for Audit and Assessment of Public Works Facilities and Card Reader 

Access Security System for Public Works Facilities. The remainder of the items were 

approved; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner O‘Neil, supported by Commissioner Forsman, moved to approve an emergency 

contract to repair County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 9, East 4th Street, Duluth, MN, to 

Watters and Sons Excavating, LLC, Duluth, MN, on their low bid of $135,662; seven yeas, 

zero nays. Resolution No. 12-152. 

 

Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to approve a contract for 

audit and assessment for public works facilities in the amount of $80,000 to Compass Rose, 

Inc., Isabella, MN.  Administrator Gray said the contract is for asset management for public 

works facilities.  Public Works Director Jim Foldesi said this applies the concept of pavement 

management to the facilities. The contractor will come in and identify the assets using a 

standardized uniform system; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-146. 

 

Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, moved to approve purchasing 

a card reader security system for St. Louis County Public Works Facilities from Arrowhead 

Radio and Security, Duluth, MN, on their low quote in the amount of $90,682, plus Minnesota 

sales tax in the amount of $6,234.39, for a total cost of $96,916.39. Public Works Director 

Foldesi said the access cards will register the time and date employees come in and out. The 

system allows inactivating cards and access to the facilities, providing better security. 

Administrator Kevin Gray said some facilities are in rural areas and this provides better safety 

for employees and protects assets. Commissioner Raukar noted the state tax, and asked if local 

jurisdictions located in shared facilities will share in the cost of the system. Director Foldesi 

said he believes the other jurisdictions will pay for the cards and county pays for the system; 

seven yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-147. 

 

The following board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

Board meeting: 

 

Liquor License Committee minutes for 2012.—59424 

 

Applications for Permit Authorizing Consumption and Display of Intoxicating Liquor (Set-up 

& Bottle Club) for 2012.—59425 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting Board 

Letter No. 12-87, Public Hearing to Consider Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License 

(Fredenberg Township) for Hi Banks Resort, Inc.—59426 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Barbara Hayden, Planning and Community 

Development Director, submitting Board Letter No. 12-88, Submission of 2012 Action Plan 
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CDBG, HOME and ESG Funds.—59427 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Gottschald, Director of Human Resources, 

submitting Board Letter No. 12-86, Civil Service Rule Amendments.—59428 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner Land and 

Minerals, submitting Board Letter No. 12-92, Easement Requested for Mesabi Trail Segment 

A.—59429 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner Land and 

Minerals, submitting Board Letter No. 12-93, Easement Requested for Mesabi Trail Segment 

B.—59430 

 

AFSCME Local 66 submitting employee signature cards: ―Stop Attacking Our Collective 

Agreement. Negotiate in Good Faith.‖—59431 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner Land and 

Minerals, submitting Board Letter No. 12-95, Removal and Cleanup of Abandoned Personal 

Property.—59432 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Foldesi, Public Works Director/Highway 

Engineer, submitting Board Letter No. 12-97, Agreement for Transfer of Abandoned Bridge – 

CSAH 4 (Colvin Township).—59433 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Tony Mancuso, Director of Property Management, 

submitting Board Letter No. 12-104, Sale of Surplus Fee Land Section 23, T51N, R16W 

(Grand Lake Township).—59434 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, submitting Board Letter No. 12-105, Service Agreement 

Renewals for Iron Range Youth in Action (IRYA) Program School Advisors.—59435 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Foldesi, Public Works Director/Highway 

Engineer, submitting Board Letter No. 12-106, Acceptance of Quotes for Emergency Project – 

CSAH 9 (Duluth, MN).—59436 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting Board 

Letter No. 12-108, Establish a Public Hearing to Consider and Adopt the 2012 Commissioner 

Redistricting Plan and Board Letter No. 12-109, Re-Establish Unorganized Precincts.—59437 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, James Foldesi, Director Public Works/Highway Engineer, 

and James Gottschald, Director of Human Resources, submitting Board Letter No. 12-110, 

Highway Maintenance Divisions Bargaining Agreement 2012-2013.—59438 

  

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and Northpoint Geographic 

Solutions for supplemental Land Atlas and Plat Book development and additional GIS 

services.—12-145 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and Pro-West & Associates for 

Parcel Maintenance, Land Information Portal enhancements, and provide additional GIS 

services.—12-146 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14978, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota (Bethany Foster Care Program).—
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12-147 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14634B, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Empowerment Services of MN, 

Inc.—12-148 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14686D, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Positive Outreach Services, Inc.—

12-149 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14775B, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Arlene Sipola.—12-150 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14625C, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and The Lamb House, Inc.—12-151 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No. 50983, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Carol Reigstad (House I).—12-152 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No. 50984, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Carol Reigstad (House II).—12-153 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No. 50985, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Carol Reigstad (House III).—12-154 

 

Addendum to Grant Agreement, Contract No. 20793B, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Range Mental Health Center for Adult Mental Health Integrated Fund 

Services.—12-155 

 

Safety & Risk Management Training Contract between St. Louis County and First Strike 

Safety Solutions, Inc., for eleven (11) sessions of Adult CPR/AED Training, Infant and Child 

CPR, or First Aid training during January, February, and March 2012.—12-156 

 

Amendment to Professional Services Agreement, County Attorney Contract No. 2011-006687, 

between the County of St. Louis and American Engineering Testing, Inc., for additional soil 

correction for the Virginia Courthouse Addition and Remodel project.—12-157 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Unique Security, 

Inc., for service and maintenance of the electronic security systems and equipment for the 

county jail.—12-158 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14970, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Kidspeace Mesabi Academy, Inc., for residential treatment and 

educational services.—12-159 

  

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14924, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Duluth Bethel Society d/b/a Bethel Work Release for Court Ordered 

Urinalysis Collection and Drug Testing for the period January 1, 2012, through December 31, 

2012.—12-160 

 

Addendum to Purchase Agreement, Contract No. 14339D, between the St. Louis County 

Board of Commissioners and Occupational Development Center, Inc. (ODC) extending 

termination date to December 31, 2012.—12-161 
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Addendum to Purchase Agreement, Contract No. 14338D, between the St. Louis County 

Board of Commissioners and Goodwill Industries Vocational Enterprises, Inc., extending 

termination date to December 31, 2012.—12-162 

 

Grant Agreement, Contract No. 20799, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Range Mental Health Center, Inc., for Sub-acute Detoxification and Hold 

Services for the period January 1, 2012, to December 31, 2012.—12-163 

 

Quit Claim Deed between the County of St. Louis and Carl E. Ruhanen for the sale of surplus 

fee land in Section 16, Township 52 North, Range 15 West (Fredenberg Township).—12-164 

 

Safety & Risk Management Training Contract between St. Louis County and Mesabi Range 

College for First Aid Training.—12-165 

 

Addendum to Purchase Agreement, Contract No. 13065K, between the St. Louis County 

Board of Commissioners and East Range Developmental Achievement Center, Inc. (CCSA), 

extending the termination date to June 30, 2012, and cost and delivery of purchased services 

rates.—12-166 

 

Grant Agreement, Contract No. 20968, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Arrowhead Economic Opportunity Agency for Minnesota Innovation 

Fund 2012 Transportation.—12-167 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14925, between the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners and T. M. Constructors, Inc.—12-168 

 

St. Louis County On-Line Software Subscriber Agreement between the County of St. Louis 

and Office of Appraisal Services – Midwest Region.—12-169 

 

Safety & Risk Management Training Contract between St. Louis County and Toyota-Lift of 

Minnesota for Forklift Safety Training at the Meadowlands Public Works Facility.—12-170 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Suit, LLC, for 

Benchmarking/Asset Management for the St. Louis County Courthouse in Duluth.—12-171 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Suit, LLC, for 

Duluth Courthouse Auditor‘s Office Space Study – Phase II.—12-172 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Scalzo Architects 

for Duluth Courthouse Cornice Repair and Roofing Replacement (sloped roof area), pre-

design, historic review, final design, bid documents, and project administration.—12-173 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, resolutions 

numbered 12-125 through 12-129, as submitted on the consent agenda, were unanimously 

adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of February 28, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-125 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 340A, as 

amended, and Rules and Regulations adopted by this Board under St. Louis County Ordinance 
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No. 28, dated May 22, 1978, as amended, the following applications for permit authorizing the 

consumption and display of intoxicating liquors are hereby approved, on file in the office of 

the County Auditor, identified as County Board File No. 59425: 

The Bear's Den, LLC, d/b/a The Bear's Den, Township of Grand Lake, Permit No. 

S1324, renewal; 

Ely Nordic Ski Club d/b/a Hidden Valley Chalet, Township of Morse, Permit No. 

S1323, renewal; 

Back Country Bar, Inc., d/b/a Hugo's, Township of Ault, Permit No. S1325, renewal; 

Kathryn Brown d/b/a K.T.'s Floodwood Lake Resort & Campground, Township of 

Cedar Valley, Permit No. S1317, renewal; 

James Saugestad d/b/a Melrude Pub, Township of Ellsburg, Permit No. S1313, renewal; 

Wilkins Pine Aire Resort, Inc., d/b/a Pine Aire Resort, Township of Kabetogama, Permit 

No. S1315, renewal; 

Vernon Skoglund d/b/a Silver Fox Lodge, Township of Gnesen, Permit No. S1311, 

renewal; 

Thirsty Moose Bar and Grill, Inc., d/b/a Thirsty Moose Bar and Grill, Township of 

Cherry, Permit No. S1319, renewal. 

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-126 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 340A, as 

amended, and Rules and Regulations adopted by this Board under St. Louis County Ordinance 

No. 28, dated May 22, 1978, as amended, the following application for permit authorizing the 

consumption and display of intoxicating liquors is hereby approved, on file in the office of the 

County Auditor, identified as County Board File No. 59425: 

Ely Golf Club Corp., Inc., d/b/a Ely Golf Club, Township of Morse, Permit No. BC131, 

change of officers, renewal. 

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-127 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 51, the application for license 

to sell tobacco products at retail, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59392, is hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to 

issue the license as follows: 

DM Stokke, Inc., d/b/a Stokke‘s Lakewood Market, Township of Lakewood, Tobacco 

Products License No. T12268, new. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells their licensed business, the County 

Board, at its discretion, may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new owner, but 

without pro-rated refund to the license holder. 

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-128 

 

RESOLVED, that the workers‘ compensation report of claims by employees for work-related 

injuries, dated February 24, 2012, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from Fund 730, 

Agency 730001. 

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-129 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, Hi Banks Resort, Fredenberg Township, St. Louis County, Minnesota, has 

applied for an off-sale intoxicating liquor license; and 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes, Section 340A.405, Subdivision 2(d), requires that a public 

hearing be held prior to the issuance of an off-sale intoxicating liquor license; and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on March 13, 2012, at 9:35 A.M. in the St. Louis 

County Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, for the purpose of considering the granting of the off-

sale intoxicating liquor license; and 
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WHEREAS, with regard to the application for said license, Hi Banks Resort has complied in 

all respects with the requirements of Minnesota Law and St. Louis County Ordinance No. 28; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Liquor Licensing Committee of the St. Louis County Board has considered 

the nature of the business to be conducted and the propriety of the location and has 

recommended approval of the application. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License (License 

Number CMB12145) shall be issued to Hi Banks Resort, Inc., d/b/a Hi Banks Resort, located 

in Area 3, for an annual fee of $150.00. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said liquor license shall be effective March 13, 2012, through 

June 30, 2012. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent upon payment of real estate 

taxes when due. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells the licensed place of business, the 

County Board, may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new owner, but without 

pro-rated refund of license fee to the license holder. 

Unanimously adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-130 

 

BY COMMISSIONER RAUKAR: 

WHEREAS, Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, 

establishes the Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG) for the purpose of 

developing viable communities by providing decent housing and a suitable living environment, 

and by expanding economic opportunities principally for low- and moderate-income persons; 

and 

WHEREAS, Title II of the Affordable Housing Act of 1990, as amended, establishes the 

HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME) for purposes of expanding the supply of 

affordable housing units for low-income families; and 

WHEREAS, Subtitle B of Title IV of McKinney Homeless Assistance Act of 1987, as 

amended and reauthorized under the Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid Transition to 

Housing (HEARTH) Act, establishes homeless assistance programs including the Emergency 

Solutions Grant Program (ESG) for purposes of providing homeless prevention and re-housing 

assistance to homeless families; and 

WHEREAS, the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) is authorized to make 

grants to cities and counties to finance local CDBG, HOME and ESG Programs, submitted 

and approved in accordance with the Consolidated Plan regulations; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board desires to continue to carry out the 2010-2014 

Consolidated Plan HUD entitlement programs, including CDBG, HOME, and ESG. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

Planning and Community Development Director to prepare and submit the 2012 Action Plan 

and amendments thereto, and all assurances and understanding contained therein, to the 

United States Department of Housing and Urban Development for those projects and 

corresponding funding levels as set forth in the plan in County Board File No. 59427, and to 

act in connection with its submission and subsequent activity, and to provide such additional 

information as may be required. 

Unanimously adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-131 

 

BY COMMISSIONER JEWELL: 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Civil Service Rules are in need of revision; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed amendments to the St. Louis County Civil Service Rules were 

approved by the St. Louis County Civil Service Commission following a public hearing on 

February 13, 2012. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

attached amendments to the St. Louis County Civil Service Rules. 
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Yeas:  Commissioners Jewell, O‘Neil, Dahlberg, Forsman, Sweeney, and Chair Nelson – 6 

Nays:  Commissioner Raukar – 1 

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-132 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, resolutions 

numbered 12-133 through 12-145, 12-148 through 12-151, and 12-153 through 12-156, as 

submitted on a second consent agenda, were unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER DAHLBERG: 

WHEREAS, the State Health Improvement Program was designed to improve the health of 

Minnesotans by focusing on the top three causes of preventable illness in the United States: 

tobacco use, physical inactivity and poor nutrition; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County is part of a seven-county Community Health Board 

collaborative which has been awarded $904,960 from the Minnesota Department of Health for 

the period January 3, 2012, to June 30, 2013; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County‘s portion of $132,631 will be used to fund 1.0 FTE Public 

Health Nurse (PHN) I to carry out activities in St. Louis County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes 

acceptance of $132,631 through a contract with the Carlton-Cook-Lake-St. Louis Community 

Health Board to carry out State Health Improvement Program objectives for the period 

January 3, 2012, through June 30, 2013, and authorizes the appropriate county officials to sign 

any associated contract documents. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the hiring of a Public 

Health Nurse (PHN) I to carry out the duties specified by the Minnesota Department of 

Health, and if the grant funding expires and is not renewed in June, 2013, the new PHN 

position will be terminated. 

Budget Reference: 

 Revenue: Fund 230, Agency 233999, Object 530517, Grant 23304, Project 99999999, 

 Year 2012. 

 Expenditure: Fund 230, Agency 233999, Objects 640300, 642900, 633100, 610000, 

 Grant 23304, Project 99999999, Year 2012. 

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-133 

 

WHEREAS, the county requires a knowledgeable licensed contractor to operate the leachate 

treatment and spray irrigation system at the Regional Landfill; and 

WHEREAS, the landfill operating permit requires comprehensive environmental monitoring; 

and 

WHEREAS, Northeast Technical Services, Inc., (NTS) of Virginia, MN, is a local 

environmental firm with the expertise to perform all of the required monitoring and spray field 

operations activities; and 

WHEREAS, NTS has been operating the Regional Landfill leachate treatment system and 

conducting leachate, ground water monitoring, and other monitoring satisfactorily since 1993; 

and 

WHEREAS, NTS will perform the required monitoring at rates established through a 

competitive bid process conducted by the State of Minnesota for similar services. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into an agreement with Northeast Technical Services, Inc., 

of Virginia, MN, subject to approval by the County Attorney, to perform required landfill 

monitoring and to operate the landfill‘s leachate system.  The term of the agreement shall be 

March 1, 2012, through December 31, 2014, with the county reserving the right to extend this 

contract for two (2) additional one (1) year terms at a maximum annual cost of $84,060.40, 

payable from Fund 600, Agency 607002 (Leachate).  

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-134 
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WHEREAS, the Land and Minerals Department plans to treat 887 acres with ground applied 

herbicides for tree plantation site preparation and the release of existing conifer plantations on 

state tax forfeited lands in the summer of 2012; and 

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Division solicited bids for ground application of herbicides with 

Future Forests, Inc., of Askov, MN, submitting the only bid in the amount of $112,506. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute a contract with Future Forests, Inc., of Askov, MN, for 

the chemical site preparation of 20 sites totaling 535 acres and the chemical release of 6 sites 

totaling 352 acres, in accordance with the specifications of Bid No. 5013, subject to approval 

of the County Attorney, at its bid price of $112,506, payable from Fund 290, Agency 290001. 

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-135 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis and Lake Counties Regional Rail Authority has requested a non-

exclusive easement across state tax forfeited land for the Mesabi Trail; and 

WHEREAS, exercising this easement will not conflict with public use of the land; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4, authorizes the St. Louis County Auditor to grant 

easements for such purposes.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the St. 

Louis County Auditor, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4, to grant a non-exclusive 

easement to St. Louis and Lake Counties Regional Rail Authority described as follows: 

A 40.00 foot wide trail easement for ingress and egress purposes over, under and across the 

Southwest Quarter, Section 19, Township 62 North, Range 14 West, St. Louis County, 

Minnesota, the centerline of said 40.00 foot wide trail easement is described as follows: 

 

COMMENCING at the southwest corner of said Southwest Quarter; thence North 00 degrees, 

25 minutes, 24 seconds East, assigned bearing, along the west line of said Southwest Quarter a 

distance of 360.76 feet to the point of beginning of the centerline to be herein described; 

thence North 31 degrees, 18 minutes, 59 seconds East 361.74 feet; thence northeasterly 8.14 

feet, along a tangential curve, concave to the southeast, having a radius of 100.00 feet and a 

central angle of 04 degrees, 39 minutes, 40 seconds; thence North 35 degrees, 58 minutes, 39 

seconds East, tangent to said curve, 50.43 feet to a point hereinafter referred to as ―Point A‖;  

thence continue North 35 degrees, 58 minutes, 39 seconds East 81.11 feet; thence 

northeasterly 20.09 feet, along a tangential curve, concave to the northwest, having a radius of 

100.00 feet and a central angle of 11 degrees, 30 minutes, 31 seconds; thence North 24 

degrees, 28 minutes, 09 seconds East, tangent to said last described curve, 88.91 feet to a 

point hereinafter referred to as ―Point B‖;  

thence continue North 24 degrees, 28 minutes, 09 seconds East 34.04 feet; thence 

northeasterly 0.57 feet, along a tangential curve, concave to the southeast, having a radius of 

100.00 feet and a central angle of 00 degrees, 19 minutes, 28 seconds; thence North 24 

degrees, 47 minutes, 37 seconds East, tangent to said last described curve, 147.50 feet to a 

point hereinafter referred to as ―Point C‖; 

thence continue North 24 degrees, 47 minutes, 37 seconds East 47.13 feet; thence 

northeasterly 7.37 feet, along a tangential curve, concave to the northwest, having a radius of 

100.00 feet and a central angle of 04 degrees, 13 minutes, 21 seconds; thence North 20 

degrees, 34 minutes, 16 seconds East, tangent to said last described curve, 10.17 feet to a 

point hereinafter referred to as ―Point D‖;  

thence continue North 20 degrees, 34 minutes, 16 seconds East 104.86 feet; thence 

northeasterly 0.02 feet, along a tangential curve, concave to the northwest, having a radius of 

100.03 feet and a central angle of 00 degrees, 00 minutes, 45 seconds; thence North 20 

degrees, 33 minutes, 31 seconds East, tangent to said last described curve, 30.22 feet; thence 

northeasterly 35.72 feet, along a tangential curve, concave to the southeast, having a radius of 

100.00 feet and a central angle of 20 degrees, 27 minutes, 59 seconds; thence North 41 

degrees, 01 minute, 30 seconds East, tangent to said last described curve, 57.47 feet; thence 
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northeasterly 3.35 feet, along a tangential curve, concave to the northwest, having a radius of 

100.00 feet and a central angle of 01 degree, 55 minutes, 11 seconds; thence North 39 

degrees, 06 minutes, 19 seconds East, tangent to said last described curve, 37.46 feet to a 

point hereinafter referred to as ―Point E‖;  

thence continue North 39 degrees, 06 minutes, 19 seconds East 265.98 feet; thence 

northeasterly 10.90 feet, along a tangential curve, concave to the southeast, having a radius of 

100.00 feet and a central angle of 06 degrees, 14 minutes, 42 seconds; thence North 45 

degrees, 21 minutes, 01 second East, tangent to said last described curve, 190.39 feet; thence 

northeasterly 24.31 feet, along a tangential curve, concave to the northwest, having a radius of 

100.00 feet and a central angle of 13 degrees, 55 minutes, 52 seconds; thence North 31 

degrees, 25 minutes, 08 seconds East, tangent to said last described curve, 48.90 feet to a 

point hereinafter referred to as ―Point F‖;  

thence continue North 31 degrees, 25 minutes, 08 seconds East 175.43 feet to a point 

hereinafter referred to as "Point G"; 

thence continue North 31 degrees, 25 minutes, 08 seconds East 81.51 feet; thence 

northeasterly 45.32 feet, along a tangential curve, concave to the northwest, having a radius of 

100.00 feet and a central angle of 25 degrees, 57 minutes, 51 seconds; thence North 05 

degrees, 27 minutes, 17 seconds East, tangent to said last described curve, 249.91 feet; thence 

northerly 7.27 feet, along a tangential curve, concave to the west, having a radius of 100.00 

feet and a central angle of 04 degrees, 10 minutes, 03 seconds; thence North 01 degree, 17 

minutes, 14 seconds East, tangent to said last described curve, 289.29 feet to a point 

hereinafter referred to as "Point H";  

thence continue North 01 degree, 17 minutes, 14 seconds East 42.04 feet to a point on the 

north line of said Southwest Quarter, said point being 1063.00 feet easterly of the West 

Quarter Corner of said Section 19, and said described centerline there terminating.  

 

The sidelines of said 40.00 foot wide trail easement shall be prolonged or shortened to 

terminate of said west and north lines of the Southwest Quarter.  

 

Together with a strip of land 10.00 feet in width northwesterly of and adjoining the above 

described 40.00 foot wide trail easement lying between a line drawn at a right angle from said 

―Point A‖ to a line drawn at a right angle from said "Point C". 

Together with a strip of land 10.00 feet in width southeasterly of and adjoining the above 

described 40.00 foot wide trail easement lying between a line drawn at a right angle from said 

―Point B‖ to a line drawn at a right angle from said "Point C".  

Together with a strip of land 10.00 feet in width northwesterly of and adjoining the above 

described 40.00 foot wide trail easement lying between a line drawn at a right angle from said 

"Point F" to a line drawn at a right angle from said "Point G".  

Together with a strip of land 10.00 feet in width southeasterly of and adjoining the above 

described 40.00 foot wide trail easement lying between a line drawn at a right angle from said 

"Point F" to a line drawn at a right angle from said "Point G".  

Together with a strip of land 20.00 feet in width easterly of and adjoining the above described 

40.00 foot wide trail easement lying between a line drawn at a right angle from said "Point H" 

to said north line of the Southwest Quarter. 

 

Proposed Temporary Easement: 

A strip of land 10.00 feet in width southeasterly of and adjacent to the above described 40.00 

foot wide permanent trail easement lying between a line drawn at a right angle from said 

"Point D" to a line drawn at a right angle from said "Point E". 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the granting of this easement is conditioned upon payment of 

$1,140 land use fee and $50 administration fee; for a total of $1,190, to be deposited into Fund 

240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-136 
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WHEREAS, St. Louis and Lake Counties Regional Rail Authority has requested a non-

exclusive easement across state tax forfeited land for the Mesabi Trail; and 

WHEREAS, exercising this easement will not conflict with public use of the land; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4, authorizes the St. Louis County Auditor to grant 

easements for such purposes.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the St. 

Louis County Auditor, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4, to grant a non-exclusive 

easement to St. Louis and Lake Counties Regional Rail Authority described as follows: 

A 40.00 foot wide trail easement for ingress and egress purposes over, under and across the 

Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter, Section 19, Township 62 North, Range 14 West, 

St. Louis County, Minnesota, the centerline of said 40.00 foot wide trail easement is described 

as follows: 

 

COMMENCING at the northeast corner of said Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter; 

thence South 01 degree, 39 minutes, 15 seconds East, assigned bearing, along the east line of 

said Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter, a distance of 947.83 feet to the point of 

beginning of the centerline to be herein described; thence westerly 43.77 feet, along a non-

tangential curve, concave to the northeast, having a radius of 650.00 feet, a central angle of 03 

degrees, 51 minutes, 30 seconds, a chord bearing of South 70 degrees, 42 minutes, 10 seconds 

West, and a chord distance of 43.76 feet to a point hereinafter referred to as "Point A"; 

thence continue westerly along said curve 123.02 feet, said curve having a radius of 650.00 

feet and a central angle of 10 degrees, 50 minutes, 37 seconds to a point hereinafter referred to 

as ―Point B‖; 

thence continue westerly along said curve 215.22 feet, said curve having a radius of 650.00 

feet and a central angle of 18 degrees, 58 minutes, 16 seconds; thence North 77 degrees, 33 

minutes, 12 seconds West, tangent to said curve, 701.52 feet; thence North 10 degrees, 25 

minutes, 46 seconds East 35.79 feet to a point hereinafter referred to as "Point C";  

thence northwesterly 108.61 feet, along a tangential curve, concave to the west, having a 

radius of 100.00 feet and a central angle of 62 degrees, 13 minutes, 54 seconds to a point 

hereinafter referred to as ―Point D‖; 

thence North 51 degrees, 48 minutes, 08 seconds West, tangent to said last described curve, 

110.37 feet; thence northwesterly 22.40 feet, along a tangential curve, concave to the 

southwest, having a radius of 100.00 feet, and a central angle of 12 degrees, 50 minutes, 05 

seconds; thence North 64 degrees, 38 minutes, 12 seconds West, tangent to said last described 

curve, 29.88 feet to a point hereinafter referred to as "Point E";  

thence continue North 64 degrees, 38 minutes, 12 seconds West 22.37 feet; thence 

northwesterly 17.61 feet, along a tangential curve, concave to the northeast, having a radius of 

100.00 feet and a central angle of 10 degrees, 06 minutes, 10 seconds; thence North 54 

degrees, 32 minutes, 02 seconds West, tangent to said last described curve, 18.47 feet; thence 

northwesterly 19.82 feet, along a tangential curve, concave to the southwest, having a radius of 

100.00 feet, and a central angle of 11 degrees, 21 minutes, 15 seconds; thence North 65 

degrees, 53 minutes, 17 seconds West, tangent to said last described curve, 40.67 feet to the 

west line of said Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter and said described centerline 

there terminating. 

 

The sidelines of said 40.00 foot wide trail easement shall be prolonged or shortened to 

terminate on said east and west lines of the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter. 

 

Together with a strip of land 15.00 feet in width southerly of and adjacent to the above 

described 40.00 foot wide trail easement lying between the southerly extension of a line drawn 

between said ―Point A‖ to its radius point and a line drawn between said "Point B" to its 

radius point. 
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Together with a strip of land 5.00 feet in width westerly of and adjacent to the above described 

40.00 foot wide trail easement lying between a line drawn between said ―Point C‖ to its radius 

point and a line drawn between said "Point D" to its radius point. 

Together with a strip of land 15.00 feet in width southwesterly of and adjacent to the above 

described 40.00 foot wide trail easement lying between a line drawn at a right angle from said 

"Point E" and said west line of the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the granting of this easement is conditioned upon payment of 

$640 land use fee, $50 administration fee, and $46 recording fee; for a total of $736, to be 

deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-137 

 

WHEREAS, Mining Resources, LLC, has requested a roadway easement across state tax 

forfeited land for ingress and egress to its mining site near Chisholm, MN; and 

WHEREAS, exercising the easement will not cause significant adverse environmental or 

natural resource management impacts; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4(a), authorizes the St. Louis County Auditor to 

grant easements for such purposes.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the St. 

Louis County Auditor to grant a roadway easement to Mining Resources, LLC, located in 

Section 26, Township 58 North, Range 20 West (Balkan Township). 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the granting of this easement is conditioned upon payment of 

$670 per acre plus fees, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-138 

 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §§ 282.04, Subd. 2(d) and 504B.271, authorize the County Auditor 

to dispose of abandoned personal property; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Land and Minerals Department requests authorization to 

dispose of abandoned personal property on state tax forfeited parcels described in County 

Board File No. 59432; and 

WHEREAS, the previous owners of the properties were properly notified by posting of 

property or by mail. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

County Auditor to dispose of abandoned personal property on state tax forfeited parcels 

described in County Board File No. 59432.  

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-139 

 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.241 provides that state tax forfeited land may be repurchased 

by the previous owners subject to payment of delinquent taxes and assessments, with 

penalties, costs, and interest; and 

WHEREAS, the applicant, Kathryn Makoutz of Duluth, MN, has applied to repurchase state 

tax forfeited land legally described as: 

 CITY OF DULUTH 

 LOTS 15, 16, AND NLY 46 FT OF LOTS 17 AND 18   

 ALTERED PLAT LONDON PARK ADDITION TO DUL                              

 Parcel Code: 010-3080-01070 

WHEREAS, the applicant was the owner of record at the time of forfeiture and is eligible to 

repurchase the property; and 

WHEREAS, approving the repurchase will correct undue hardship and promote the use of 

lands that will best serve the public interest. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

repurchase application by Kathryn Makoutz of Duluth, MN, on file in County Board File No. 

59398, subject to payments including total taxes and assessments of $17,676.95, service fee of 

$114, deed tax of $58.33, deed fee of $25, and recording fee of $46; for a total of $17,920.28, 
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to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-140 

 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.241 provides that state tax forfeited land may be repurchased 

by the previous owners subject to payment of delinquent taxes and assessments, with 

penalties, costs, and interest; and 

WHEREAS, the applicant, Daniel Hough of Aurora, MN, has applied to repurchase state tax 

forfeited land legally described as: 

 CITY OF AURORA 

 LOT: 0007 BLOCK: 002 

 ELLINGSON ADD TO AURORA 

 Parcel Code: 100-0037-00190 

WHEREAS, the applicant was the owner of record at the time of forfeiture and is eligible to 

repurchase the property; and 

WHEREAS, approving the repurchase will correct undue hardship and promote the use of 

lands that will best serve the public interest. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

repurchase application by Daniel Hough of Aurora, MN, on file in County Board File No. 

59398, subject to payments including total taxes and assessments of $3,071.95, service fee of 

$114, deed tax of $10.14, deed fee of $25, and recording fee of $46; for a total of $3,267.09, 

to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-141 

 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.241 provides that state tax forfeited land may be repurchased 

by the previous owners subject to payment of delinquent taxes and assessments, with 

penalties, costs, and interest; and 

WHEREAS, the applicant, Mark Moberg of St. Cloud, MN, has applied to repurchase state 

tax forfeited land legally described as: 

 TOWN OF GREENWOOD 

 LOTS 139 AND 140   

 BIRCH POINT 1ST ADD T OF GREENWOOD 

 Parcel Code: 387-0075-01400 

WHEREAS, the applicant was the owner of record at the time of forfeiture and is eligible to 

repurchase the property; and 

WHEREAS, approving the repurchase will correct undue hardship and promote the use of 

lands that will best serve the public interest. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

repurchase application by Mark Moberg of St. Cloud, MN, on file in County Board File No. 

59398, subject to payments including total taxes and assessments of $13,420.81, service fee of 

$114, deed tax of $44.29, deed fee of $25, and recording fee of $46; for a total of $13,650.10, 

to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-142 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county officials to 

enter into an agreement with the Town of Colvin, and any amendments thereto approved by 

the County Attorney‘s office, whereby the Town of Colvin would accept a transfer of 

ownership of, and future responsibility for, Bridge # H-5-16-1 (abandoned) and other 

provisions as detailed in the agreement.  The bridge is located in the NE ¼ of the SE ¼ of 

Section 16 in Colvin Township (Township 56 North, Range 15 West) approximately 200 feet 

northwest of the present crossing of County State-Aid Highway 4 over the south branch of 

Waterhen River. 

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-143 
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WHEREAS, St. Louis County is replacing the salt-sand storage building at the Joint Public 

Works Facility, Ely, MN, which has been determined to be structurally unsound; and  

WHEREAS, the replacement building is for joint use and will be paid for by the City of Ely, 

Lake County, Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT), and the St. Louis County 

Public Works Department. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute the agreement, and any amendments approved by the 

County Attorney‘s office, for replacement and maintenance of the salt-sand storage building at 

the Joint Public Works Facility, Ely, MN. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that payments received for replacement of the building from the 

City of Ely, Lake County, and MnDOT by the Auditor‘s office shall be receipted into Fund 

405, Agency 405050:  Object 551538 (City of Ely); Object 551508 (Lake County); Object 

551580 (MnDOT). 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that any additional maintenance payments received from the City of 

Ely, Lake County, and MnDOT by the Auditor‘s office shall be receipted into Fund 200, 

Agency 202010: Object 551538 (City of Ely); Object 551508 (Lake County); Object 551580 

(MnDOT). 

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-144 

 

WHEREAS, the fabric arch salt-sand storage building at the Joint Public Works Facility, Ely, 

MN, has been identified as structurally unsound; and 

WHEREAS, the Public Works Department capital improvement project budget includes 

construction of a salt-sand storage building at the facility; and  

WHEREAS, St. Louis County, the City of Ely, the Minnesota Department of Transportation, 

and Lake County costs will be proportioned as per the joint maintenance facility agreement; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Public Works Department presented specifications to the Purchasing 

Department for bid preparation; and  

WHEREAS, A & B Construction of Harper, IA, was the low bidder with a price of $218,820. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board awards the project 

to A & B Construction Company, Harper, IA, in the amount of $218,820 to build a 9,000 ton 

capacity arch type storage building at the Joint Public Works Facility, Ely, MN, payable from 

Fund 405, Agency 405050, Object 661100.  

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-145 

 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) awarded St. 

Louis County $1,001,832 from the Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program 

(HPRP) under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009; and  

WHEREAS, the Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program contract was 

accepted and authorized for execution by County Board Resolution No. 09-383 and the 

County Board awarded funding to projects by Resolution No. 09-433; and  

WHEREAS, the contracts approved by Resolution No. 09-433 have expired and there remains 

$94,882.13 in HPRP funding to expend by July 10, 2012, to comply with the HUD 

expenditure deadline; and 

WHEREAS, awards to the projects listed below will distribute the remaining funding, provide 

financial assistance and supportive services to HPRP clients and compliance with HUD 

reporting requirements. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board awards the 

remaining Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program funding and authorizes 

the appropriate county officials to execute agreements for approved projects and that 

disbursements related to the HPRP agreements be made from HPRP Fund 173, Agency 

173999, Grant 17301, Grant Year 2009, as follows: 
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Agency    Project Name     Amount 

Arrowhead Economic Opportunity Agency Flex Fund and   $88,882.13 

    Supportive Services 

Wilder Foundation   HMIS (reporting system) $  6,000.00 

    Total Awards  $94,882.13 

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-148 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the applications for abatements, 

correction of assessed valuations and taxes plus penalty and interest, and any additional 

accrual, identified in County Board File No. 59401. 

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-149 

 

WHEREAS, the Property Management Team has approved the sale of an approximate 6.1 

acre parcel of surplus fee land legally described as follows: 

That part of the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 23, Township 51 

North, Range 16 West, St. Louis County, Minnesota, described as follows: 

Commencing at the west quarter corner of said Section 23; thence North 01 degree, 26 

minutes, 02 seconds West along the west line of said SW ¼ of NW ¼  a distance of 687.80 

feet to the point of beginning; thence North 88 degrees, 33 minutes, 58 seconds East a 

distance of 89.11 feet; thence North 46 degrees, 01 minute, 23 seconds East a distance of 

911.89 feet to a point on the north line of said SW ¼ of NW ¼ a distance of 761.08 feet 

easterly of the northwest corner of said SW ¼ of NW ¼; thence South 89 degrees, 36 minutes, 

41 seconds West along said north line a distance of 761.08 feet to the northwest corner of said 

SW ¼ of NW ¼; thence South 01 degree, 26 minutes, 02 seconds East along the west line of 

said SW ¼ of NW ¼ a distance of 630.45 feet to the point of beginning. 

Subject to an easement for County roadway purposes over, under and across the West 50.00 

feet. 

Subject to and together with any valid easements, restrictions and reservations, if any. 

WHEREAS, a review of assessed value and sales has determined a minimum bid amount for 

this property to be $39,000. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

Property Management Director to advertise for written bids for the above described property, 

pursuant to the requirements and procedures of Minn. Stat. § 373.01. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Board establishes the time for bid consideration to be at 

9:40 A.M. on Tuesday, July 3, 2012, at the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN. 

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-150 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners approves the purchase and 

renewal of services agreements with the following six (6) Iron Range school districts 

participating in the Iron Range Youth in Action program (IRYA) for the provision of IRYA 

school advisors:  Virginia, Chisholm, Mt. Iron-Buhl, Eveleth-Gilbert, Ely and Mesabi East, 

and approves a transfer up to $6,000 from the County Extension fund balance, Fund 184, 

Agency 186001, Object 629900, for services provided during the 2011-2012 school year. 

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-151 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Land and Minerals Department generates revenue by sales 

of land, timber stumpage, gravel, peat and lease fees from recreational hunting and cabin sites; 

and  

WHEREAS, there are net proceeds available from this revenue generated, after the allowable 

expenditures of the Land and Minerals Department in carrying out its activities; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.08 specifies the apportionment formula the county is to use in 

determining the allowable use and transfer of these remaining funds (net proceeds), which in 

2011 are $1,257,132.99. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

following apportionment of the $1,257,132.99 of net proceeds:  

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-153 

 

RESOLVED, that a public hearing will be held at 9:40 A.M. on April 24, 2012, in the Clinton 

Town Hall, Clinton, Minnesota, for the purpose of considering and adopting the 2012 County 

Commissioner Redistricting Plan. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Auditor‘s office is authorized to publish three weeks prior 

notice of the public hearing and notice of intent to adopt the redistricting plan in the county‘s 

official newspaper of record, in accordance with Minnesota Statutes, Sections 374.01 to 

375.025.  

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-154 

 

WHEREAS, the legislature of the State of Minnesota has been redistricted; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 204B.14, Subd. 3(d), requires counties to re-establish unorganized 

precinct boundaries within 60 days of the time when the legislature has been redistricted, or at 

least 19 weeks before the state primary election, whichever comes first. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the following unorganized township precincts 

are re-established and designated as Mail Ballot Precincts: 

Unorganized Precinct #1: T52-R21 

Unorganized Precinct #2: T53-R15, T53-R16, T54-R14, T54-R15  

Unorganized Precinct #3: T55-R14, T55-R15, T56-R14  

Unorganized Precinct #4: T55-R21 

Net Proceeds of the Forfeited Tax Sale 

Fund 

$1,257,132.99 Accounting 

Detail 

10% (Minnesota Law (2002), Chapter 390 Sec 

39, Subd 2) to Fund 290 – Agency 290001 

Memorial Forest Management 

$125,713.30 290-290001 

 

20% (Minnesota Law (2002), Chapter 390 Sec 

39, Subd 3) to Fund 100 – 102006 for current 

and future costs associated with Camp 

Esquagama;  Fund 616-616001 (Onsite Waste 

Water) to offset Environmental Trust Fund 

transfer in (revenue), with the Environmental 

Trust Fund dollars being returned to that fund 

for future projects (500-500001); and to fund 

290-290002 (Forest Rec Agency within the 

Forest Resources Fund) to begin to pay back 

current deficit from previous funding 

commitments 

 

 

$125,713.30  

 

 

$62,856.65  

  

 

 

$62,856.65  

 

 

100-102006 

 

 

616-616001 

 

 

 

290-290002 

40% St. Louis County General Fund, County 

Administration, Emergency Agency to position 

the county for unknowns in the current year 

$351,997.24  

 

100-104005 

40% Schools Fund 

20% Cities and Towns Fund  

$351,997.24 

$175,998.62  

910 

908 

Total $1,257,132.99  
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Unorganized Precinct #5: T56-R17 

Unorganized Precinct #6: T57-R14, T58-R14 (south half) 

Unorganized Precinct #7: T59-R21 

Unorganized Precinct #8: T60-R20 

Unorganized Precinct #9: T61-R12, T61-R13  

Unorganized Precinct #10: T61-R17  

Unorganized Precinct #11: T62-R21 

Unorganized Precinct #12: T63-R19 

Unorganized Precinct #13: T62-R17, T63-R15, T63-R17, T64-R14, T64-R15, T64-R16, T64-

R17, T65-R12, T65-R15, T65-R16, T66-R12, T66-R13, T66-R14, T66-R15, T66-R16, T67-

R12, T67-R13, T67-R14, T67-R15, T68-R13, T68-R14, T68-R15  

Unorganized Precinct #19: Parts of T64-R21, T65-R21 and T66-R21 (Nett Lake) 

Unorganized Precinct #20: T61-R14  

Unorganized Precinct #21: T64-R21, T65-R21, T66-R21 (except portions in Precinct #19 – 

Nett Lake area), T63-R21, T66-R20, T67-R18, T67-R19, T67-R20, T67-R21, T68-R18, T68-

R19, T68-R20, T68-R21, T69-R17, T69-R18, T69-R19, T69-R20, T70-R18, T70-R19, T70-

R20, T70-R21, T71-R20, T71-R21 

Unorganized Precinct #23: T54-R13 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the following townships are re-established with polling places 

as designated:  

Unorganized Precinct #14: T57-R16.  Polling Place: Lakeland Fire Hall, 4667 Vermilion Trail, 

Gilbert, MN. 

Unorganized Precinct #15: T60-R18.  Polling Place: Sand Lake Chapel, 9038 Biss Road, Britt, 

MN. 

Unorganized Precinct #16: T60-R19.  Polling Place: Evergreen Fire Hall, 10233 Hwy 65, 

Britt, MN (polling place required pursuant to MN Statute § 383C.806). 

Unorganized Precinct #17: T56-R16.  Polling Place: Makinen Community Center, Makinen, 

MN. 

Unorganized Precinct #18: T59-R16.  Currently votes with Pike Township, Pike Town Hall, 

Highway 68, Embarrass, MN.  

Unorganized Precinct #22: T63-R14.  Currently votes with Breitung Township, Town 

Garage/Fire Hall, 33 1st Avenue, Soudan, MN. 

Unorganized Precinct #24: T64-R12, T64-R13, T65-R13, T65-R14.  Currently votes with 

Morse Township, Morse Town Hall, 911 S. Central Avenue, Ely, MN.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the re-established precinct lines become effective after posting 

in the Auditor‘s Office for 56 days, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 204B.14, Subd. 4. 

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-155 

 

RESOLVED, that the 2012-2013 Public Works Department Highway Maintenance Divisions 

contract is approved and the appropriate county officials are authorized to execute the 

Bargaining Unit Agreement, a copy of which is on file in County Board File No. 59438.  

Adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-156 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

WHEREAS,  the Fourth Maintenance District Strategic Infrastructure Facility Study will focus 

on identifying maintenance and replacement needs of Public Works facilities in the county; 

and 

WHEREAS, Compass Rose, Inc., Isabella, MN, is prepared to audit and assess buildings in 

the Public Works Department of St. Louis County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute an agreement with Compass Rose, Inc., Isabella, MN, 

and any amendments approved by the County Attorney‘s office, in the amount of $80,000 to 

audit and assess public works facilities for maintenance and replacement needs, payable from 
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Fund 405, Agency 405047, Object 630900. 

Unanimously adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-146 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Public Works Department has seventeen reporting stations 

that currently all have keyed lock entry; and 

WHEREAS, to improve building security the Public Works Department requested quotes 

from three vendors for card reader lock systems; and  

WHEREAS, Arrowhead Radio and Security of Duluth, MN, was the low responsible bidder. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

purchase of a Keri NXT card reader security system from Arrowhead Radio and Security of 

Duluth, MN, in the amount of $90,682.00, plus State of Minnesota sales tax of $6,234.39, for 

a total cost of $96,916.39, payable from Fund 405, Agency 405049, Object 630900. 

Unanimously adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-147 

 

BY COMMISSIONER O’NEIL: 

WHEREAS, quotes have been received and a purchase order issued for repairs of a tunnel by 

the Purchasing Department and the Public Works Department for the following emergency 

project: 

MP 9-151081, County Project 151081 for tunnel repairs on CSAH 9 (4th Street) in 

Duluth, MN, length 0.1 mi. 

WHEREAS, said quote was received in the County Public Works Facility in Pike Lake, MN, 

at 12:00 noon, March 1, 2012, and the St. Louis County Board has, by polling according to the 

Purchasing Rules, and, with the County Highway Engineer, determined to approve the quote. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board ratifies the quote 

for tunnel repairs. 

LOW QUOTE ADDRESS  AMOUNT 

Watters & Sons Excavating, LLC 6199 Rice Lake Rd. $135,662.00 

 Duluth, MN  55803 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the above listed project is to be funded by Fund 200, Object 

311108 - Major Emergency Road and Bridge Repair, payable from (transferred to) Fund 200, 

Agency 203259, Object 652803 - Major Emergency Road and Bridge Repair. 

Unanimously adopted March 13, 2012. No. 12-152 

 

At 1:09 p.m., March 13, 2012, Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Raukar, 

moved to adjourn; seven yeas, zero nays.  

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON MARCH 27, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 27th day 

of March, 2012, at 9:37 a.m., in the Joint Public Works Facility, Ely, Minnesota, with the 

following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O‘Neil, Chris Dahlberg, 

Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson – 7.  Absent:  None. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who serve and protect our safety 

and those who protect our freedom, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to citizens who wished to address the board and none chose 

to do so. 

 

City of Ely Mayor Roger Skraba welcomed the county board to Ely and invited all to take 

advantage of the great shopping and dining the city offers. Mayor Skraba said he is also a 

member of the Planning Commission and is looking forward to working with the county 

board. 

 

James Medure, Kinney, MN, brought forth concerns on dumping in the Kinney mine pit, a 

deer stand in city limits and a fence that was put up on private property. 

 

At 9:50 a.m. a public hearing began to hear public comment and consider adoption of 

Ordinance 60 and repealing Ordinance 33. Director of Planning and Development Barb 

Hayden reviewed the packet, which included an amendment to the proposed Ordinance 60 to 

add under Section 4.6 A. ―or for a lot line adjusted as a simple fractional or quantity part of a 

platted lot‖.  Director Hayden reviewed the timeline and said public hearings regarding draft 

Ordinance 60 were held on August 11, 2011, December 8, 2011, and on March 8, 2012. 

Director Hayden said this has been in the works since 2008 and recommends that the board 

adopt Ordinance 60 and repeal Ordinance 33 effective today, March 27, 2012. In response to a 

question from Commissioner Sweeney, Director Hayden said Public Works looked at road 

specifications and gave a great deal of input in this area. In response to a question from 

Commissioner Forsman, Director Hayden said it was decided that in the future, if a particular 

section of the ordinance needed to be changed, it could be done without redoing the entire 

ordinance. Commissioner Nelson asked the Planning Director to bring back a report in one 

year to show how the new ordinance is working. In response to a question from Commissioner 

Raukar, Director Hayden said minor changes are covered by statute and there does not need to 

be a public hearing.  Bill Defenbaugh, Ely, said he is an attorney who has been working with a 

group of attorneys to get changes made to the proposed ordinance. Mr. Defenbaugh said while 

he feels the ordinance is needed, he thinks there needs to be a few changes and asked the 

board to consider taking more time to consider. County Attorney Mark Rubin clarified the 

required notice of intent to enact was given and the board could decide on the matter today. 

Mark Crenshaw, Ely, a surveyor, said while he feels 99% of the ordinance is good, he would 

like to see changes in Section 4.6 for lot line adjustments and thinks it would be very helpful 

to have surveyors write the descriptions, adding the simple quantity adjustments are 

troublesome. Walt Moe, Lake Vermilion, serves on the Greenwood Township Planning 

Commission, asked the board to consider adding more to information to the definitions citing 

the term Multiple Family Dwelling and Two Family Dwelling as being the same.  Mr. Moe 

also felt that even minor changes should go to a public hearing. Mr. Moe asked about notice of 

the public meetings as he was not aware of them. In response to a question from 

Commissioner Sweeney, Director Hayden clarified that a Two Family Dwelling is two 
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families; a Multiple Family Dwelling is three or more families.  

 

The board recessed from 10:43 a.m. to 10:49 a.m. 

 

In response to commissioner questions Director Hayden said the suggestions were looked at 

and several changes were made as a direct result of the real estate attorney‘s 

recommendations. Director Hayden said that all townships were notified of the public 

meetings, including Greenwood Township, and a representative from Greenwood Township 

did attend. At 10:56 a.m., Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Jewell, 

moved to close the public hearing; seven yeas, zero nays. Commissioner Sweeney, supported 

by Commissioner Jewell, moved to approve Ordinance 60, with the amendment as presented, 

and rescind Ordinance 33. After further deliberations, Commissioner Raukar said this has 

been a lengthy process, but it is better to do it right, and due diligence has been done. 

 

After a brief recess from 11:28-11:29 a.m., the motion passed; seven yeas, zero nays.  

Resolution No. 12-164. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to approve the consent 

agenda; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

The board recessed at 11:30 a.m. to go to the Committee of the Whole meeting, and 

reconvened at 12:53 p.m. 

 

Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to approve the second 

consent agenda, consisting of all items approved unanimously with recommendation at the 

Committee of the Whole meeting, with the exception of item 5 from the committee consent, 

special sale of state tax-forfeited land to the Duluth Housing and Redevelopment Authority; 

seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner O‘Neil, moved to approve special sale 

to the Duluth HRA located at 3731 W. 6th Street, Duluth, in the amount of $3,900, plus fees 

and expenses. Commissioner Dahlberg said the house will be razed and is in a nice 

neighborhood. Commissioner Dahlberg recognized the good work and the positive impact this 

will have on the community; seven yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-169. 

 

The following board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

board meeting: 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner – Land and 

Minerals, submitting Board Letter No. 12-112, Classification of November 30, 2011 

Forfeitures (non-conservation).—59439 

 

Claims and Accounts reports for 2012.—59440 

 

Special Land Sales approved during 2012.—59441 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Foldesi, Public Works Director/Highway 

Engineer, submitting Board Letter No. 12-118, Agreement with Town of Greenwood for 

Pedestrian Trail on CR 929 (Moccasin Point Rd.)—59442 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Don Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting Board 

Letter No. 12-122, FY 2012 Off-Highway Vehicle Grant Contract Agreement – East Range 

Multi Use Trail.—59443 
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Kevin Gray, County Administrator, Don Dicklich, County Auditor, and James Gottschald, 

Director Human Resources, submitting Board Letter No. 12-123, Rescind Resolutions 

Relating to the County‘s Flexible Spending Accounts Plan Administration.—59444 

 

Commissioner Keith Nelson submitting a 2012 Land Atlas & Plat Book flyer.—59445 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Ayres Associates 

for road repair survey, design, bid documents and project administration for the Public Safety 

Campus Road Repair project.—12-174 

 

Grant Agreement between the Minnesota Department of Public Safety and St. Louis County 

for the Narcotics and Gang Task Force 2012 grant in the amount of $96,043.—12-175 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14972, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Northwood Children‘s Services for residential treatment and foster care 

services.—12-176 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14973, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota (Bethany Crisis Shelter) for Group 

Home Residential Service and Diagnostic 25-Day Evaluation for children.—12-177 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14974, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota (Family Resource Center – Range 

Youth Shelter) for Group Home Residential/Shelter Service.—12-178 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14982, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Range Mental Health Center for Mental Health – Targeted Case 

Management (MH-TCM) for Adults and Integrative Services for Adults.—12-179 

 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and KGM 

Contractors, Inc., Angora, MN, for SAP 69-600-039, CP 11480, grading aggregate base, 

storm sewer, curb and gutter, sidewalk, reconditioning surface, recreation trail and bituminous 

surfacing on County Road 697 (McKinley Park Road) in Soudan, MN.—12-180 

 

State of Minnesota Amendment No. 4 to Contract #28822/CFMS: B49638, to extend the end 

date to March 31, 2012, to complete the summer boiler project at the county jail.—12-181 

 

Project Contract #4992 between the County of St. Louis and Frattalone Companies, Inc., St. 

Paul, MN, for the construction of Phase 6 at the Regional Landfill in Virginia, MN.—12-182 

 

Amendment No. 1 to Memorandum of Understanding between St. Louis County and 

Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs to extend the contract end date to June 30, 2013, to 

provide an Outreach Representative at the St. Louis County Veterans Service Office.—12-183 

 

Amendment No. 1 to Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) Agreement No. 

84041 between the State of Minnesota and the County of St. Louis for SP 69-00171, Railroad 

Crossing Closure and Roadway Modifications in Cook, Minnesota.—12-184 

 

State of Minnesota Agency Agreement, MnDOT Agreement No. 99969, between the 

Department of Transportation and St. Louis County for Federal Participation in Construction 

designating MnDOT as agent in accepting federal funds on the County‘s behalf for projects 

financed by federal funds.—12-185 
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St. Louis County On-Line Software Subscriber Agreement between the County of St. Louis 

and Silk Abstract Company.—12-186 

 

Engineering Services Agreement between the County of St. Louis and Liesch Associates, Inc., 

for design engineering, bidding assistance and construction oversight, management and 

certificate services for Phase 6 of the Regional Landfill in Virginia, MN.—12-187 

 

Professional Services Agreement between the County of St. Louis, County Auditor Donald 

Dicklich, and the Arrowhead Regional Corrections Board (ARC) for fiscal agent services for 

ARC.—12-188 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Perkins+Will for 

Phase I design services for the Government Services Center infrastructure and general 

remodeling project.—12-189 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14571E, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Guided Transitions, LLC.—12-

190 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14524F, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Alternative Opportunities, Inc.—

12-191 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No. 51002, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Guided Transitions, LLC (GT Woodland).—12-192 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No. 51003, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Guided Transitions, LLC (Merritt).—12-193 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No. 50987, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and TL Care Services, LLC d/b/a Westview Services 

(Westview Owatonna).—12-194 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No. 50988, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and TL Care Services, LLC d/b/a Westview Services 

(Westview Redwing).—12-195 

 

Agreement between the County of St. Louis and the Arrowhead Regional Correction Board for 

personnel management and training services during 2012.—12-196 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14960, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Human Development Center for Mental Health – Targeted Case 

Management (MH-TCM) for Adults.—12-197 

 

Grant Agreement, Contract No. 20798, between St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

and Center for Alcohol and Drug Treatment, Inc., for Sub-acute Detoxification and Hold 

Services.—12-198 

 

Easement No. LC-TC-100 from the County of St. Louis to Great River Energy (Resolution 

No. 12-117 dated February 28, 2012.)—12-199 

 

Memorandum of Understanding between St. Louis County and Aitkin County for a $573,711 
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2010 Homeland Security grant for interoperable communications equipment and authorizing 

St. Louis County to be fiscal agent on behalf of the Northeast Regional Radio Board.—12-200 

 

Grant Agreement between St. Louis County and Minnesota Dept. of Public Safety, Homeland 

Security and Emergency Management Division, in the amount of $29,925 for Mass Sheltering 

planning, training and exercising for the Northeast Region and authorizing St. Louis County to 

serve as fiscal agent on behalf of the Northeast Region.—12-201 

 

First Amendment to Agreement for Environmental Study Pass Through Funding between St. 

Louis County and Minneapolis-Duluth/Superior Passenger Rail Alliance, extending the 

expiration date from March 31, 2011, to December 31, 2011.—12-202 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and The Design Group, 

Inc., Hibbing, MN, for mechanical and electrical engineering services for the Jail Energy 

Upgrade – Phase II – Roof Replacement and Solar Hot Water project.—12-203 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, resolutions 

numbered 12-157 through 12-163, as submitted on the consent agenda, were unanimously 

adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of March 13, 2012, are hereby approved.  

Adopted March 27, 2012. No. 12-157 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to Ordinance No. 28, Section 11, Subdivision 11.06, authorization 

is hereby granted to Riverside Inn of Side Lake, Inc., d/b/a Riverside Inn of Side Lake, Inc., 

French Township, to sell/serve outside the designated serving area of the county liquor license 

for the date of July 4, 2012, as per application on file in the office of the County Auditor, 

identified as County Board File No. 59385. 

Adopted March 27, 2012. No. 12-158 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statute, Section 340A, as amended, 

and Rules and Regulations as adopted by this Board under St. Louis County Ordinance No. 

28, dated May 22, 1978, as amended, the following application for seasonal intoxicating liquor 

licenses are hereby approved, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County 

Board File No. 59385. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said licenses are approved contingent upon license holder 

paying real estate or personal property taxes when due. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells their licensed place of business, 

the County Board, at its discretion may, after an investigation, transfer the licenses to a new 

owner, but without pro-rated refund of the license fee to the license holder. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said licenses shall be effective May 1, 2012, through October 

31, 2012. 

Grand View Golf, LLC d/b/a Grand View Golf Links, Midway Township, Seasonal On-

Sale Intoxicating Liquor License No. SE1211 and Seasonal Sunday On-Sale Intoxicating 

Liquor License No. SES1211, new. 

Adopted March 27, 2012. No.12-159 

 

RESOLVED, that the workers‘ compensation report of claims by employees for work-related 

injuries, dated March 9, 2012, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County 

Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from Fund 730, Agency 

730001. 
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Adopted March 27, 2012. No. 12-160 

 

RESOLVED, that the recommendations of the Finance Committee for payment of claims and 

bills against the County of St. Louis, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59197, are hereby approved and the County Auditor shall issue checks 

in the following amounts: 

DECEMBER 2011 

100  General Fund  $5,805,472.99 

149 Personnel Service Fund 199.33 

150  Sheriff's Nemesis Fund Group  8,550.34 

160 MN Trail Assistance 37,431.84 

166 Sheriff Fine Contingency 11,762.29 

167 Attorney‘s Forfeitures 5,000.00 

168 Sheriff‘s State Forfeitures   1,974.23 

170 Boundary Waters-Forfeiture                        3,276.47 

173 Emergency Shelter Grant 9,437.99 

179 Enhanced 9-1-1 3,997.32 

180  Law Library  19,802.67 

183 City/County Communications   393.03 

184  Extension Service   47,001.84 

200  Public Works 2,829,527.68 

210 Road Maint – Unorg Townships 17,948.73 

220  State Road Aid  577,753.49 

230  Public Health & Human Services  7,077,503.83 

240  Forfeited Tax  398,472.93 

260  CDBG Grant  243,506.90 

270  Home Grant    233,068.15 

281 SLC Septic Loans 14,149.22 

290  Forest Resources  3,295.88 

309 Capital Improve Bonds 2004A 1,037,256.25 

311 Capital Improve Bonds 2005A 453,810.00 

312 Law Enforce Refund Bonds 2005B 473,000.00 

313 Cap Imp Cross Ref Bonds 2006A 1,173,250.00 

314 Capital Equipment Notes 2007 1,371,900.00 

315 Capital Equipment Notes 2008A 754,025.00 

316 Capital Improve Bonds 2008B 835,717.50 

317 Capital Improve Bonds 2010A 630,938.21 

400  County Facilities 23,855.49 

405 Public Works Building Const 30,466.00 

407 Public Works – Equipment 249,742.63 

438 2008B Capital Improvement Bond   82,748.80 

439 2010A Capital Improvement Bond      42.04 

600  Environmental Services  457,372.60 

616  On-Site Waste Water Division   33,615.71 

640 Plat Books 10,587.50 

715  County Garage  124,046.32 

720  Property Casualty Liability   5,919.99 

730  Workers Compensation  221,259.43 

770 Retired Employees Health Ins   497.50 

900  State of Minnesota  1,044,876.13 

902  Courts  250,717.93 

907 Special Taxes 129,903.99 

908 Cities and Towns Taxes 29,019,753.79 
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909 Tax Refunds 136,812.50 

910 School Districts Taxes 3,439,938.24 

911 Taxes and Penalties 204,871.46 

925  Arrowhead Regional Corrections  1,445,133.05 

955  Community Health Board  67,656.95 

985  Collective Local Collaborative    27,719.00 

989  Regional Railroad Authority  127,732.26 

992 Permits to Carry-Firearms 415.86 

998  MPL-DUL Train Alliance              8,330.11 

  $61,223,439.39 

Adopted March 27, 2012. No. 12-161 

 

RESOLVED, that the recommendations of the Finance Committee for payment of claims and 

bills against the County of St. Louis, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59440, are hereby approved and the County Auditor shall issue checks 

in the following amounts: 

JANUARY 2012 

100  General Fund  $6,343,046.24 

148 Volunteer Fire Departments 209,960.02 

149 Personnel Service Fund 82.82 

150  Sheriff's Nemesis Fund Group  32,644.59 

160 MN Trail Assistance 35,642.60 

166 Sheriff Fine Contingency 7,566.36 

168 Sheriff‘s State Forfeitures   4,769.06 

170 Boundary Waters-Forfeiture                        129.00 

173 Emergency Shelter Grant 24,054.24 

179 Enhanced 9-1-1 15,332.57 

180  Law Library  9,588.56 

183 City/County Communications   386.39 

184  Extension Service   32,472.20 

200  Public Works 2,595,502.26 

210 Road Maint – Unorg Townships 9,480.57 

220  State Road Aid  735,519.88 

230  Public Health & Human Services  5,584,008.35 

240  Forfeited Tax  435,860.61 

250 St. Louis County HRA 185.68 

260  CDBG Grant  125,954.22 

270  Home Grant    76,393.35 

280 Federal Septic Loan – EPA Fund 600.36 

281 SLC Septic Loans 13,500.00 

290  Forest Resources  19,557.68 

400 County Facilities 372,832.65 

407 Public Works – Equipment 493,340.81 

438 2008B Capital Improvement Bond   135,866.83 

439 2010A Capital Improvement Bond      351,675.58 

600  Environmental Services  633,538.17 

616  On-Site Waste Water Division   35,323.11 

640 Plat Books 2,750.00 

715  County Garage  79,460.53 

720  Property Casualty Liability   5,922.35 

730  Workers Compensation  280,843.96 

770 Retired Employees Health Ins   3,053.80 

826 Taconite Production Tax 338,997.00 
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900  State of Minnesota  1,030,036.13 

902  Courts  290,377.60 

908 Cities and Towns Taxes 1,323,872.52 

909  Tax Refunds    80,143.71 

910 School Districts Taxes 1,078,234.27 

925  Arrowhead Regional Corrections  1,751,986.75 

955  Community Health Board  129,931.74 

985  Collective Local Collaborative    59,966.59 

989  Regional Railroad Authority  88,082.53 

990 Northern Cities Land Use 633.16 

992 Permits to Carry-Firearms 13,017.00 

994 Sheriff Forfeits/Evidence 684.52 

998  MPL-DUL Train Alliance              13,805.76 

  $24,906,614.68 

Adopted March 27, 2012. No. 12-162 

 

RESOLVED, that the recommendations of the Finance Committee for payment of claims and 

bills against the County of St. Louis, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59440, are hereby approved and the County Auditor shall issue checks 

in the following amounts: 

FEBRUARY 2012 

100  General Fund  $5,262,568.92 

147 Namakan Basin Sewer System 6,000.00 

148 Volunteer Fire Departments 7,356.19 

149 Personnel Service Fund 523.81 

150  Sheriff's Nemesis Fund Group  68,241.06 

160 MN Trail Assistance 57,666.51 

166 Sheriff Fine Contingency 2,889.43 

167 Attorney‘s Forfeitures 600.00 

168 Sheriff‘s State Forfeitures   13,360.69 

173 Emergency Shelter Grant 67,368.65 

179 Enhanced 9-1-1 2,552.07 

180  Law Library  27,216.12 

183 City/County Communications   430.05 

184  Extension Service   126,391.27 

200  Public Works 2,611,486.13 

210 Road Maint – Unorg Townships 5,411.73 

220  State Road Aid  994,464.20 

230  Public Health & Human Services  4,921,973.94 

240  Forfeited Tax  386,671.57 

260  CDBG Grant  128,646.91 

261 CDBG Program Income 3,216.99 

270  Home Grant    65,486.50 

280 Federal Septic Loan – EPA Fund 9,740.00 

281 SLC Septic Loans 6,967.00 

400 County Facilities 29,642.60 

405 Public Works Building Const 34,444.74 

407 Public Works – Equipment 904,087.58 

438 2008B Capital Improvement Bond   291,621.50 

439 2010A Capital Improvement Bond      407,743.43 

600  Environmental Services  420,876.19 

616  On-Site Waste Water Division   37,087.77 

715  County Garage  66,201.39 
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720  Property Casualty Liability   5,922.33 

730  Workers Compensation  696,784.49 

770 Retired Employees Health Ins   622.18 

826 Taconite Production Tax 5,454,691.06 

900  State of Minnesota  1,282,072.14 

902  Courts  246,621.56 

904 Beer License 4,380.00 

907 Special Taxes 703,504.07 

908 Cities and Towns Taxes 1,974.66 

909  Tax Refunds    112,572.46 

910 School Districts Taxes 1,553.30 

911 Taxes and Penalties 2,001.34 

925  Arrowhead Regional Corrections  1,679,310.41 

955  Community Health Board  242,761.55 

985  Collective Local Collaborative    129,478.66 

989  Regional Railroad Authority  80,761.31 

990 Northern Cities Land Use 1,797.06 

992 Permits to Carry-Firearms 16,562.35 

994 Sheriff Forfeits/Evidence 7,150.09 

998  MPL-DUL Train Alliance              99,563.48 

  $27,739,019.44 

Adopted March 27, 2012. No. 12-163 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Planning Commission, on April 14, 2011, initiated 

proposed draft Ordinance 60, Subdivision Regulations; and  

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held public hearings regarding draft Ordinance 60 on 

August 11, 2011, December 8, 2011, and March 8, 2012; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission voted to recommend that the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners adopt the proposed ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board held a public hearing to consider adopting Ordinance 

60 on March 27, 2012, at the Joint Public Works facility in Ely, MN. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

adopts Ordinance 60, Subdivision Regulations. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that Ordinance 33, Subdivision Regulations adopted in 1993 be 

repealed. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the effective date for these actions will be March 27, 2012. 

Unanimously adopted March 27, 2012. No. 12-164 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Raukar, resolutions 

numbered 12-165 through 12-168, and 12-170 through 12-180, as submitted to this board on a 

second consent agenda, were unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

WHEREAS, the parcels described here forfeited to the State of Minnesota on November 30, 

2011, for nonpayment of real estate taxes; and  

WHEREAS, all parcels of land becoming the property of the State of Minnesota in Trust 

through forfeiture for nonpayment of real estate taxes shall be classified as ‗conservation‘ or 

‗non-conservation‘ as required by Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1; and  

WHEREAS, the Land and Minerals Department has recommended that the parcels be 

classified as ‗non-conservation‘ after considering many factors including the present use of 

adjacent land, the productivity of the soil, the character of forest or other growth, the 

accessibility of lands to established roads, schools, and other public services, the suitability or 
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desirability for particular uses and the suitability of the forest resources on the land for 

multiple use and sustained yield management; and  

WHEREAS, the forfeited parcels may be located inside the boundaries of a municipality or 

town and Minn. Stat. § 282.01 provides that notice of the classification or reclassification and 

sale of lands situated within a municipality or town must be transmitted to its governing body; 

and 

WHEREAS, the classification of the forfeited parcels will be deemed approved if the County 

Board does not receive notice of a municipality‘s or town‘s disapproval within 60 days of the 

date on which this resolution is delivered to the clerks of the municipalities or towns in which 

the parcels are located. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board classifies the state 

tax forfeited parcels described in County Board File No. 59439 as ‗non-conservation‘, and a 

notice of the classification shall be transmitted by the Land and Minerals Department to the 

clerks of the municipalities or towns in which the parcels are located. 

Adopted March 27, 2012. No. 12-165 

 

WHEREAS, Robert J. Kaldahl has requested a non-exclusive easement across state tax 

forfeited land for accessing his property; and 

WHEREAS, there are no reasonable alternatives to obtain access to the property; and 

WHEREAS, exercising this easement will not cause significant adverse environmental or 

natural resource management impacts and will not conflict with public use of the land; and 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4(a), authorizes the County Auditor to grant 

easements for such purposes.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

County Auditor, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4(a), to grant a non-exclusive 

easement to Robert J. Kaldahl described as follows:  

A 16.00 foot wide easement for ingress, egress over and across portions of Section 9, 

Township 60 North, Range 16 West of the Fourth Principal Meridian, St. Louis County, the 

centerline of which is described as follows: 

Assuming the North line of the Northeast Quarter of said Section 33 to bear North 89°39‘24‖ 

West and from the northeast corner of Section 33, run North 89°39‘24‖ West along said North 

line, a distance of 8.63 feet; thence South 00°17‘59‖ East, a distance of 1259.44 feet; thence 

South 07°40‘25‖ East, a distance of 86.09 feet; thence South 14°11‘37‖ East, a distance of 

190.63 feet; thence South 08°31‘49‖ East, a distance of 109.17 feet; thence South 03°15‘51‖ 

East, a distance of 119.24 feet; thence South 00°48‘38‖ West, a distance of 315.29 feet; 

thence South 03°38‘34‖ East, a distance of 194.44 feet; thence South 13°06‘06‖ East, a 

distance of 218.01 feet; thence South 24°46‘23‖ East, a distance of 612.38 feet; thence South 

04°53‘21‖ East, a distance of 110.78 feet; thence South 04°21‘39‖ West, a distance of 687.96 

feet; thence South 16°49‘21‖ West, a distance of 971.27 feet; thence South 08°13‘29‖ West, a 

distance of 420.40 feet; thence South 02°19‘49‖ East, a distance of 649.80 feet; thence South 

07°11‘02‖ East, a distance of 336.32 feet; thence South 11°43‘00‖ East, a distance of 327.29 

feet; thence South 05°47‘31‖ East, a distance of 213.90 feet; thence South 01°18‘09‖ West, a 

distance of 162.25 feet; thence South 04°32‘33‖ East, a distance of 112.49 feet; thence South 

07°08‘45‖ East, a distance of 277.68 feet; thence South 02°18‘58‖ East, a distance of 213.79 

feet; thence South 11°11 ‗44‖ East, a distance of 169.95 feet; thence South 19°42‘29‖ East, a 

distance of 138.98 feet; thence South 24°53‘13‖ East, a distance of 270.21 feet; thence South 

29°55‘08‖ East, a distance of 154.83 feet; thence South 15°22‘59‖ East, a distance of 163.64 

feet; thence South 10°15‘12‖ East, a distance of 86.03 feet; thence South 00°19‘38‖ West, a 

distance of 74.64 feet; thence South 11°44‘29‖ West, a distance of 82.33 feet; thence South 

24°52‘05‖ West, a distance of 155.01 feet; thence South 16°48‘33‖ West, a distance of 449.97 

feet; thence South 09°45‘10‖ West, a distance of 443.69 feet; thence South 13°42‘27‖ West, a 

distance of 181.01 feet; thence South 03°05‘31‖ West, a distance of 227.68 feet; thence South 

04°27‘00‖ East, a distance of 223.74 feet; thence South 00°17‘35‖ East, a distance of 434.08 
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feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING of said centerline. Thence South 76°44‘33‖ East, a 

distance of 127.47 feet; thence North 80°56‘15‖ East, a distance of 110.21 feet; thence South 

88°49‘33‖ East, a distance of 271.77 feet; thence South 74°42‘20‖ East, a distance of 150.64 

feet; thence North 73°09‘03‖ East, a distance of 41.96 feet; thence South 84°36‘19‖ East, a 

distance of 41.00 feet; thence South 72°03‘24‖ East, a distance of 115.29 feet to the West line 

of the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 10, Township 60 North, Range 

16 West and there terminate. 

 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the granting of this easement is conditioned upon payment of 

$230 land use fee, $50 administrative fee, and $46 recording fee; for a total of $326, to be 

deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted March 27, 2012. No. 12-166 

 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.241 provides that state tax forfeited land may be repurchased 

by the previous owner subject to payment of delinquent taxes and assessments, with penalties, 

costs, and interest; and 

WHEREAS, the applicant, Randy Archambeau of Saginaw, MN, has applied to repurchase 

state tax forfeited land legally described as:  

 CITY OF HERMANTOWN 

 WLY 190 FT OF NLY 417 42/100 FT OF NW ¼ OF NE ¼  

 SEC 26 TWP 50 RGE 15 

 Parcel Code: 395-0010-07654 

WHEREAS, the applicant was the owner of record at the time of forfeiture and is eligible to 

repurchase the property; and 

WHEREAS, approving the repurchase will correct undue hardship and promote the use of 

lands that will best serve the public interest. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St Louis County Board approves the 

repurchase application by Randy Archambeau of Saginaw, MN, on file in County Board File 

No. 59398, subject to payments including total taxes and assessments of $4,307.48, service 

fee of $114.00, deed tax of $14.21, deed fee of $25.00, and recording fee of $46.00; for a total 

of $4,506.69, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted March 27, 2012. No. 12-167 

 

WHEREAS, the Duluth Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) has requested to 

purchase the following described state tax forfeited land for the reduced value of $6,500, plus 

fees and expenses, for razing and future development purposes: 

 Legal: LOT: 0014 BLOCK: 128 

 PORTLAND DIVISION OF TOWN OF DULUTH 

 Parcel Code: 010-3850-01300 

 LDKEY: 71781 

 ADDRESS: 827 E. 6th St., Duluth, MN, 55805  

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1(a), authorizes the sale of state tax forfeited land to 

an organized governmental subdivision for any public purpose for which the subdivision is 

authorized to acquire property; and 

WHEREAS, non-conservation tax forfeited lands may be sold by the county board to an 

organized or incorporated governmental subdivision of the state for less than their market 

value if the county board determines that a sale at a reduced price is in the public interest to 

provide an incentive to correct the blighted conditions that make the lands undesirable in the 

open market, or the reduced price will lead to the development of affordable housing; and 

WHEREAS, this parcel of land has not been withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 

85.012, 92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8; and 282.018, and other statutes that require the withholding 

of state tax forfeited lands from sale.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the sale 
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of state tax forfeited land, as described, to the Duluth Housing and Redevelopment Authority 

for $6,500, plus fees and expenses, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted March 27, 2012. No. 12-168 

 

WHEREAS, John W. Trapp and Marvin Newville have requested a non-exclusive road and 

utility easement across state tax forfeited land to access private land; and 

WHEREAS, there are no reasonable alternatives to obtain access to their private properties; 

and 

WHEREAS, exercising the easement will not cause significant adverse environmental or 

natural resource management impacts and will not conflict with public use of the land; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subds. 4 and 4(a), allow for the granting of easements 

across state tax forfeited land for such purposes.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Auditor, pursuant to 

Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subds. 4 and 4(a), is authorized to grant a non-exclusive road and utility 

easement across state tax forfeited land to John W. Trapp and Marvin Newville described as 

follows: 

A 33.00 foot wide easement for utility, ingress and egress purposes, over, under and across 

those parts of the South Half of the Southeast Quarter and the Southeast Quarter of the 

Southwest Quarter, Section 14, Township 50 North, Range 18 West, St. Louis County, 

Minnesota. The centerline of said easement is described as follows: 

Commencing at the southeast corner of said Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter; 

thence on an assumed bearing of North 89 degrees 15 minutes 22 seconds West, along the 

south line of said Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter, a distance of 26.17 feet to the 

actual point of beginning of the easement centerline herein described; thence North 46 degrees 

12 minutes 03 seconds East a distance of 38.68 feet; thence North 71 degrees 01 minute 22 

seconds East a distance of 45.17 feet; thence North 86 degrees 30 minutes 42 seconds East a 

distance of 160.99 feet; thence North 79 degrees 28 minutes 53 seconds East a distance of 

79.81 feet; thence North 53 degrees 06 minutes 52 seconds East a distance of 77.08 feet; 

thence North 74 degrees 56 minutes 19 seconds East a distance of 73.80 feet; thence North 81 

degrees 13 minutes 41 seconds East a distance of 81.79 feet; thence South 78 degrees 27 

minutes 58 seconds East a distance of 175.51 feet; thence North 41 degrees 39 minutes 33 

seconds East a distance of 160.28 feet; thence South 81 degrees 48 minutes 33 seconds East a 

distance of 49.73 feet; thence South 57 degrees 31 minutes 54 seconds East a distance of 

69.33 feet; thence North 65 degrees 30 minutes 46 seconds East a distance of 99.59 feet; 

thence North 89 degrees 41 minutes 25 seconds East a distance of 125.85 feet; thence South 

67 degrees 30 minutes 28 seconds East a distance of 67.25 feet; thence North 49 degrees 02 

minutes 26 seconds East a distance of 94.27 feet; thence North 89 degrees 56 minutes 29 

seconds East a distance of 75.11 feet; thence North 77 degrees 22 minutes 57 seconds East a 

distance of 85.60 feet; thence North 69 degrees 55 minutes 25 seconds East a distance of 

58.12 feet; thence North 81 degrees 46 minutes 05 seconds East a distance of 41.26 feet; 

thence North 73 degrees 52 minutes 14 seconds East a distance of 96.31 feet; thence South 67 

degrees 00 minutes 02 seconds East a distance of 50.96 feet; thence North 83 degrees 32 

minutes 13 seconds East a distance of 47.38 feet; thence South 52 degrees 42 minutes 21 

seconds East a distance of 94.17 feet; thence South 31 degrees 48 minutes 36 seconds East a 

distance of 112.53 feet; thence South 60 degrees 49 minutes 57 seconds East a distance of 

152.08 feet; thence South 84 degrees 01 minute 43 seconds East a distance of 49.82 feet; 

thence North 40 degrees 28 minutes 43 seconds East a distance of 72.82 feet; thence North 65 

degrees 48 minutes 19 seconds East a distance of 66.18 feet; thence South 86 degrees 15 

minutes 28 seconds East a distance of 54.58 feet; thence South 76 degrees 30 minutes 10 

seconds East a distance of 22.40 feet; thence South 35 degrees 58 minutes 58 seconds East a 

distance of 68.82 feet; thence South 60 degrees 21 minutes 05 seconds East a distance of 

194.61 feet; thence South 78 degrees 31 minutes 47 seconds East a distance of 45.63 feet; 

thence South 88 degrees 09 minutes 52 seconds East a distance of 78.42 feet; thence South 68 
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degrees 10 minutes 59 seconds East a distance of 42.88 feet to the intersection with a line 

16.50 feet north of and parallel with the south line of said South Half of the Southeast Quarter; 

thence South 89 degrees 12 minutes 47 seconds East, along last said parallel line, a distance of 

64.56 feet, more or less, to the east line of said South Half of the Southeast Quarter and there 

said easement centerline terminating.  

 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the granting of this easement is conditioned upon payment of 

$2,080 land use fee, $415 timber damage fee, $150 administration fee and $46 recording fee; 

for a total of $2,691, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund).    

Adopted March 27, 2012. 12-170 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county officials to 

enter into an agreement with the Town of Greenwood, and any amendments approved by the 

County Attorney‘s office, whereby the township will pay the project construction costs for 

widening and paving the shoulder on County Road 929 (Moccasin Point Road), project MP 

929-151118, up to a maximum of $30,000. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that should construction costs exceed $30,000, St. Louis County 

will be responsible for any actual construction costs in excess of $30,000.  The funds from the 

township for this project will be receipted into Fund 200, Agency 203262, Object 551581, 

with the amount budgeted for expense and determined at the time of opening of bids. 

Adopted March 27, 2012. No. 12-171 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the applications for abatements, 

correction of assessed valuations and taxes plus penalty and interest, and any additional 

accrual, identified in County Board File No. 59401. 

Adopted March 27, 2012. No. 12-172 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has been requested to re-convey to the surrounding owner a one 

(1) acre depleted gravel pit as required by the original deed.  Said property is legally described 

as follows:  

Starting at the south corner of Sections 33 and 34, Township 62 North, Range 18 West, and 

running north on the section line a distance of 667 feet; thence at an angle of 90 degrees to the 

left a distance of 35 feet to the SE corner of the pit; thence continuing west a distance of 208.7 

feet; thence north at an angle of 90 degrees a distance of 208.7 feet; thence east at an angle of 

90 degrees a distance of 208.7 feet; thence south at an angle of 90 degrees a distance of 208.7 

feet back to the SE corner of the pit.  Described parcel of land contains 1 acre more or less.   

Parcel Code:  495-0010-04750 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to the requirements of and 

procedures of Minn. Stat. § 373.01, the appropriate county officials are authorized to execute a 

quit claim deed conveying the above listed property to Patrick Brodeen and Irving Randy 

Brodeen as joint tenants. 

Adopted March 27, 2012. No. 12-173 

 

WHEREAS, a request to purchase county fee land was submitted on behalf of the Estate of 

William Simola, and the county Property Acquisition Team deems the property to be non-

conforming surplus property described as follows: 

Commencing at the center of Section 15, Township 56 North, Range 12 West, and running 

thence south along the north and south ¼ line of Section 15 for a distance of 790.0 feet to a 

point; thence northwesterly at an angle of 76º 54´ formed with the last described line for a 

distance of 772.0 feet to the point of beginning of the tract of land hereby intended to be 

conveyed;  thence continuing northwesterly along the last described line for a distance of 

270.0 feet to a point; thence southwesterly at an angle of 90º formed with the last described 

line for a distance of 270.0 feet to a point; thence southeasterly at an angle of 90º formed with 
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the last described line for a distance of 270.0 feet to a point; thence northeasterly at an angle of 

90º formed with the last described line for a distance of 270.0 feet to the point of beginning.  

Said tract of land containing 1.68 acres, more or less, wholly within the Northeast ¼ of the 

Southwest ¼ of Section 15, Township 56 North, Range 12 West. 

 

Also a tract of land described as follows, to-wit:  Commencing at the center of Section 15, 

Township 56 North, Range 12 West, and running thence south along the north and south ¼ 

line of said Section 15 for a distance of 790.0 feet to a point; thence northwesterly at an angle 

of 76º 54´ formed with the last described line for a distance of 1042.0 feet to a point; thence 

southwesterly at an angle of 156º 18´ formed with the last described line for a distance of 

279.4 feet to the point of beginning of the tract of land hereby intended to be conveyed; thence 

southwesterly at an angle of 103º 35´ formed with the last described line for a distance of 

230.0 feet to a point; thence northwesterly at an angle of 90º formed with the last described 

line for a distance of 60.0 feet to a point; thence northeasterly at an angle of 90º formed with 

the last described line for a distance of 230.0 feet to a point; thence southeasterly at an angle of 

90º formed with the last described line for a distance of 60.0 feet to the point of beginning.  

Said tract of land containing 0.32 acres more or less, lying wholly within the North ½ of the 

Southwest ¼ of Section 15, Township 56 North, Range 12 West. 

Parcel Code: 335-0010-02505 

WHEREAS, the Simola family has agreed to pay $400 for the property. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to the requirements and procedures 

of Minnesota Statute § 373.01, Subdivision (i), the Chair of the County Board and the County 

Auditor are authorized to execute and deliver a quit claim deed, conveying the above listed 

property to Susan Rae Radke, William Terry Simola, and Karen May Simola, each an 

undivided one-third (1/3) interest, for the amount of $400, payable to Fund 100, Agency 

128014, Object 583100.  The grantees are also responsible for recording fees and associated 

filing fees.  

Adopted March 27, 2012. No. 12-174 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County serves as the sponsor of various recreational trails that are part 

of the State of Minnesota Grant-in-Aid Trail System; and 

WHEREAS, the construction and maintenance of these trails is funded through the Minnesota 

Trail Assistance Program Grants issued with the approval of the Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources; and 

WHEREAS, the Ranger Snowmobile and ATV Club of Hoyt Lakes has received a FY 2012 

Grant in the amount of $12,000. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to sign the FY 2012 Grant Contract Agreement and other grant 

applications, agreements, and reimbursement claims to the Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources for construction, maintenance, and administration of the trail. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that St. Louis County agrees to sponsor said trails at no cost to the 

county. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board Chair and/or the County Auditor 

are authorized to sign all easements, licenses, or other instruments associated with the trail, 

subject to the approval of the County Attorney. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that this resolution is contingent upon the Ranger Snowmobile and 

ATV Club of Hoyt Lakes being individually named as an insured on the general liability policy 

covering St. Louis County sponsored State Grant-in-Aid Trails, and the club naming the 

landowners over whose property the trails travel as additional insureds on the general liability 

policy.  

Adopted March 27, 2012. No. 12-175 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners has delegated SuperiorUSA 
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Corporation as the plan administrator for the St. Louis County Flexible Spending Accounts 

Plan. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that County Board Resolutions No. 87-813 and 

No. 87-814, approved December 28, 1987, appointing Anthony J. Bruno Jr. Civil Service 

Director as the Administrator of the St. Louis County Flexible Spending Accounts Plan, and 

selecting Traveler‘s Plan Administrators of Minnesota, Inc., for plan implementation, are 

hereby rescinded. 

Adopted March 27, 2012. No. 12-176 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Sheriff has received an Allied Radio Matrix for Emergency 

Response (ARMER) Integration grant for Interoperable Communications equipment from the  

State of Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Division of Emergency Communications 

Networks; and  

WHEREAS, work on the ARMER system will continue until it is fully operational, which will 

be after the original grant expiration date of June 30, 2012; and 

WHEREAS, State of Minnesota Department of Public Safety has extended the original 

agreement to June 30, 2013. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to accept the grant extension deadline to June 30, 2013, from the 

Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Division of Emergency Communication Networks, 

for the Allied Radio Matrix for Emergency Response (ARMER) Interoperable 

Communications equipment, which is accounted for in Fund 100, Agency 136999, Grant 

13603, Grant Year 2010. 

Adopted March 27, 2012. No. 12-177 

 

WHEREAS, the Department of Homeland Security has made funding available to the Port of 

Duluth/Superior under the FY 2009 Port Security Grant Program; and 

WHEREAS, the term of the grant is 36 months and the majority of the work would be done in 

2012; and   

WHEREAS, the Sheriff‘s Office is eligible to receive funding under this grant for investments 

important to increasing port security while strengthening core services; and 

WHEREAS, the investments proposed would enhance Computer-Aided Dispatch capabilities, 

provide for end-user radio equipment, and allow the Rescue Squad and Sheriff‘s Office to 

acquire the latest in scanning sonar technology. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes 

application and acceptance of the 2009 Infrastructure Protection Program Grant for Port 

Security in the amount of $320,453, to be accounted for in Fund 100, Agency 129999, Grant 

12938, Year 2012. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the required local match shall not exceed $100,141, to be 

accounted for as follows: 

Computer Aided Dispatch Upgrades/Training:  

 Total grant amount: $100,000 

 Match required:  $  31,250 

 Fund 179, E-911 

Stationary Scanning Sonar:   

 Total grant amount: $70,000 

 Match required:  $21,875  

 Fund 100, Agency 129003, Object 643200 

End User Radios: 

 Total grant amount: $150,453 

 Match required:  $  47,016 

 Fund 100, Agency 129003, Object 643200 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 
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officials to sign any associated contract documents. 

Adopted March 27, 2012. No. 12-178 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Virginia has requested to purchase the following described state tax 

forfeited land for the market value of $25,000 plus fees, for the purpose of economic 

development: 

Legal:  Part of SW ¼ of SE ¼ commencing at the southwest corner of forty; thence N 

87°38'02" E 124.67 feet to point of beginning; thence N 23°30'20" W 91.12 feet; thence  N 

87°38'02" E parallel to S line 252.66 feet; thence N 02°21'58" W 415 feet; thence N 87°38'02" 

E 350 feet; thence S 02°21'58" E 500 feet to S line of forty; thence S 87°38'02" W 569.80 feet 

to point of beginning, ex assuming W line of SW ¼ of SE ¼ to bear N 01°57'18" W and 

commencing at SW corner of said forty; thence run N 87°38'02" E along S line 444.47 feet to 

point of beginning; thence run N 02°21'58" W 500 feet; thence N 87°38'02" E 250 feet; thence 

S 02°21'58" E 500 feet to S boundary line of forty; thence S 87°38'02" W 250 feet to point of 

beginning, Section 8, Township 58 North, Range 17 West. 

 CITY OF VIRGINIA 

 Parcel Code: 090-0195-00205 

 Acres: 1.61 

 LDKEY: 70377 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1(a), authorizes the sale of state tax forfeited land to 

an organized governmental subdivision for any public purpose for which the subdivision is 

authorized to acquire property; and 

WHEREAS, this parcel of land has not been withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 

85.012, 92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8; and 282.018, and other statutes that require the withholding 

of state tax forfeited lands from sale; and  

WHEREAS, this parcel of land has been classified as non-conservation land pursuant to 

Minnesota Stat. § 282.01. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the sale 

of the state tax forfeited land, as described, to the City of Virginia for the market value of 

$25,000 plus the following fees: 3% assurance fee of $750, deed fee of $25, deed tax of 

$82.50, recording fee of $46, for a total of $25,903.50, to be deposited into Fund 240 

(Forfeited Tax Fund). 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Auditor shall offer for sale at public 

auction the state tax forfeited land described here if the City of Virginia does not purchase the 

land by June 30, 2012. 

Adopted March 27, 2012. No. 12-179 

 

WHEREAS, quotes were sought by the St. Louis County Public Works Department for the 

following project: 

SAP 69-599-032, County Project 24413, for project materials for a bridge on 

Unorganized Township Road 8157 on the south border of Angora Township, near Cook, 

MN, length 0.1 mi. 

WHEREAS, quotes were received in the County Public Works Facility in Duluth, MN, and 

the lowest quote was provided by Hancock Concrete Products. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

quote for concrete culverts as follows: 

LOW QUOTE   ADDRESS  AMOUNT 

Hancock Concrete Products  17 Atlantic Ave.         $60,314.18 

Concrete Culverts   Hancock, MN 56244 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the appropriate county officials are authorized to approve the 

contractor‘s quote for the above listed project payable from Fund 220, Agency 220272, Object 

651000 for Concrete Culverts.  

Adopted March 27, 2012. No. 12-180 
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BY COMMISSIONER DAHLBERG: 

WHEREAS, the Duluth Housing and Redevelopment Authority has requested to purchase the 

following described state tax forfeited land for the reduced value of $3,900, plus fees and 

expenses, for razing and future development purposes: 

 Legal: CITY OF DULUTH  

 LOT: 0001 BLOCK: 005 

 HAZELWOOD PARK DIVISION OF WEST DULUTH 

 Parcel Code: 010-2140-00480 

 LDKEY: 70970 

 ACRES: 0.06 

 ADDRESS: 3731 W. 6th St., Duluth, MN, 55807   

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1(a), authorizes the sale of state tax forfeited land to 

an organized governmental subdivision for any public purpose for which the subdivision is 

authorized to acquire property; and 

WHEREAS, non-conservation tax forfeited lands may be sold by the county board to an 

organized or incorporated governmental subdivision of the state for less than their market 

value if the county board determines that a sale at a reduced price is in the public interest to 

provide an incentive to correct the blighted conditions that make the lands undesirable in the 

open market, or the reduced price will lead to the development of affordable housing; and 

WHEREAS, this parcel of land has not been withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 

85.012, 92.461, 282.01, Subd 8; and 282.018, and other statutes that require the withholding 

of state tax forfeited lands from sale.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the sale 

of state tax forfeited land, as described, to the Duluth Housing and Redevelopment Authority 

for $3,900, plus fees and expenses, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Unanimously adopted March 27, 2012. No. 12-169 

 

At 12:56 p.m., March 27, 2012, Commissioner Jewell, supported by Commissioner Forsman, 

moved to adjourn; seven yeas, zero nays.  

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 



   

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

 

OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

 

APRIL, 2012 

 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON APRIL 3, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 3rd day 

of April, 2012, at 9:37 a.m., in the County Board Room, Duluth, Minnesota, with the 

following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris Dahlberg, Peg 

Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson – 6.  Absent:  Commissioner Mike Forsman 

– 1. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who serve and protect our safety 

and those who protect our freedom, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to citizens who wished to address the board.  

 

Commissioner Nelson turned the meeting over to Vice-Chair Sweeney and spoke to the board 

as a citizen. Citizen Keith Nelson, Eveleth, brought concerns to the board on GIS mapping 

data used for assessments and that it is not the same as a survey. Mr. Nelson handed out 

examples of the GIS lines on maps of his property, along with the property tax assessment 

statements. 

 

Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to approve the consent 

agenda. At the request of Commissioner Dahlberg, the appraisal report for the timber auction 

sale was removed for separate consideration. The remainder of the consent agenda passed; six 

yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to approve the appraisal 

report for the timber auction. Commissioner Dahlberg said we are blessed with many natural 

resources in St. Louis County and recognized the good work of the Land and Minerals 

Department on this upcoming timber auction. Commissioner Dahlberg said the auction will 

take place at the Cotton Town Hall on Highway 53 on May 17, 2012, at 11:00 a.m.; six yeas, 

zero nays. Resolution No. 12-181. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney said the Minnesota Legislature is looking at establishing a gardening 

program for inmates at each correctional facility in the state. The goal is to grow enough food 

to feed the inmates, with excess produce going to food shelves and charities. Commissioner 

Sweeney said the Northeast Regional Corrections Center (NERCC) already has such a model 

and also raises farm animals. 

 

Commissioner O’Neil said today is the Empty Bowl event which benefits the Second Harvest 

Northern Lakes Food Bank, providing food for more than 3.3 million meals annually to people 

in need throughout northeastern Minnesota and northwestern Wisconsin. The price is $20 
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which includes a handmade bowl and a simple, delicious soup meal. After 4 p.m., the cost is 

only $15. 

 

The following board and contract files were created as a result of documents receive at this 

board meeting: 

 

Keith Nelson, Eveleth, Minnesota, submitting maps and notices of valuation and classification 

of his property.—59446 

 

Addendum to Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and Duluth 

Archaeology Center, LLC, for Phase 1 Survey for County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 

66/Bridge 619, SAP 69-666-006, CP 97040.—12-204 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14929, between the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners and Ruth Polling.—12-205 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No. 50993, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Ruth Polling.—12-206 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14928, between the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners and Jay Litman Construction/Remodeling & 

Handyman Services, Inc.—12-207 

 

Agreement between the County of St. Louis and Bernick’s, Inc., for vending equipment at the 

Joint Use Public Safety Building, Duluth, MN.—12-208 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and Benchmark Engineering, 

Inc., for consultation services for a Storm Sewer Hydrology Study for Jones Street from 

Douglas Avenue to Hat Trick Avenue in the City of Eveleth.—12-209 

 

Grant Agreement Amendment to the 2009 Minnesota Joint Analysis Center Grant, Grant 

Agreement No. 2009-MNJAC-00514, extending the expiration date to July 31, 2012.—12-210 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and The Design Group, 

Inc., for Virginia Motor Pool Canopy Design.—12-211 

 

Addendum to Grant Agreement, Contract No. 20792B, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Human Development Center for Adult Mental Health Integrated Fund 

Services.—12-212 

 

Employee Development Training Contract between St. Louis County and Mark Baker for 

Drive to Survive.—12-213 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Raukar, resolution 

number 12-182, as submitted on the consent agenda, was unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER O’NEIL: 

RESOLVED, that the workers’ compensation report of claims by employees for work-related 

injuries, dated March 23, 2012, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from Fund 730, 

Agency 730001. 

Adopted April 3, 2012.—No. 12-182 
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BY COMMISSIONER DAHLBERG: 

RESOLVED, that the appraisal reports for the sale of timber to be offered at PUBLIC ORAL 

TIMBER AUCTION, Tracts 1 through 32 (totaling $643,448.65), as submitted by the Land 

Commissioner, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County Board File No. 

59391, are approved and the County Auditor is authorized to carry out the recommendations 

as listed in said appraisal reports. 

Unanimously adopted April 3, 2012. No. 12-181 

 

At 9:59 a.m., April 3, 2012, Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner Raukar, 

moved to adjourn; six yeas, zero nays.  

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON APRIL 10, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 10th day 

of April, 2012, at 9:37 a.m., in the County Board Room, Duluth, Minnesota, with the 

following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris Dahlberg, 

Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson – 7.  Absent:  None. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who serve and protect our safety 

and those who protect our freedom, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney read the proclamation for Telecommunications Week in St. Louis 

County. 

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to citizens who wished to address the board.  

 

Sheriff Ross Litman presented six Life Saver Awards for 2011. Sheriff Litman said the award 

demonstrates lifesaving efforts and teamwork. Awards were given to the following 

individuals: 1. Staci Bannert, citizen and Registered Nurse with Koochiching County; 2. 

Wayne Suliin, former St. Louis County Emergency Communications Specialist, now with the 

St. Louis County Veteran’s Office; 3. St. Louis County Deputy Katie Manis; 4. Rich Olson, 

Grand Lake Firefighter; 5. Jan Makowski, St. Louis County Emergency Communications 

Specialist; and 6. Dave Lamwers, owner of Forest Lane Resort on Lake Vermilion. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved the proclamation for 

Telecommunications Week in St. Louis County; seven yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-

198. 

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to citizens who wished to address the board.  

 

The following citizens addressed the board regarding concerns on county cuts to funding for 

the Rainbow Center in Duluth and asked the board to considered continued funding for the 

center: Ronald Miller, Duluth; Heidi Curnow, Duluth; and Ray Maddy, Hermantown. A 

handout was distributed about the Rainbow Center, which provides programs to seniors and 

activities to the public including ceramics, crocheting, bingo and other activities.  

 

Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to approve the consent 

agenda; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Forsman requested consideration to recess to the committee and come back to 

the board for approval on three public works projects.  

 

At 10:17 a.m., Commissioner Nelson recessed the board, to reconvene after the Committee of 

the Whole meeting. 

 

At 1:33 p.m., the County Board reconvened, with Commissioner Dahlberg absent. 

Commissioner Forman, supported by Commissioner Jewell, moved to approve the second 

consent agenda, consisting of all items approved unanimously at the committee of the whole; 

six yeas, zero nays.  

 

The following board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 
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board meeting: 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Foldesi, Public Works Director/Engineer, 

submitting Board Letter No. 12-136, Update of Master Bridge Replacement List.—59447 

 

Proclamation:  ―National Telecommunications Week, April 8 through 14, 2012‖.—59448 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator; Mark Rubin, County Attorney; Donald Dicklich, County 

Auditor; and James Gottschald, Human Resources Director, submitting Board Letter No. 12-

143, Deferred Compensation Plan Document Update.—59449 

 

Sheriff Ross Litman submitting 9-1-1 Life Saver Awards for 2011.—59450 

 

Rainbow Center, Duluth, Minnesota, handout.—59451 

 

Agreement between the County of St. Louis and the Town of Breitung for the McKinley Park 

Acres Road project, SAP 069-600-042, CP 121195.—12-214 

 

Agreement between the County of St. Louis and the Town of Breitung for the Stuntz Bay 

Road project, SAP 069-600-040, CP 111484.—12-215 

 

Agreement between the County of St. Louis and the Town of Breitung for the Old TH 169 

(Old Ely Road) project, SAP 069-600-041, CP 121198.—12-216 

 

Grant Agreement, Contract No. 20969, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Community Action Duluth for Minnesota Innovation Fund 2012 

Transportation.—12-217 

 

Grant Agreement, Contract No. 20973, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Community Action Duluth for Statewide Minnesota Family Investment 

Program (MFIP) Employment Services and Diversionary Work Program (DWP) Services.—

12-218 

 

Grant Agreement, Contract No. 20971, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and the Northeast Minnesota Office of Job Training for Stateside Minnesota 

Family Investment Program (MFIP) Employment Services and Diversionary Work Program 

(DWP) Services.—12-219 

 

Grant Agreement, Contract No. 20972, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and the Arrowhead Economic Opportunity Agency for Stateside Minnesota 

Family Investment Program (MFIP) Employment Services and Diversionary Work Program 

(DWP) Services.—12-220 

 

Agreement for Technical Services between the County of St. Louis and Lake County for radio 

maintenance.—12-221 

 

Agreement for Technical Services between the County of St. Louis and Carlton County for 

radio maintenance.—12-222 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14971, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Woodland Hills for Children’s Residential Treatment Service.—12-223 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Compass Rose, 
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Inc., for Asset Management of Public Works Buildings.—12-224 

 

Minnesota Department of Health Statewide Health Improvement Program Grant Project 

Agreement between St. Louis County and the Carlton-Cook-Lake-St. Louis Community 

Health Board.—12-225 

 

Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Homeland Security and Emergency Management, 

Buffer Zone Protection Program 2010 Grant in the amount of $190,000.—12-226 

 

Sanitary System Agreement between the County of St. Louis and the City of Hermantown to 

install a sanitary sewer system on County State Aid Highway No. 48 (Lavaque Road).—12-

227 

 

Agreement between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and the Minnesota 

Teamsters Public and Law Enforcement Employees Union Local No. 320 for 2012-2013.—

12-228 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14979, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Bois Forte Reservation for Family-Based Outreach Services—12-229 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14981, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Fond du Lac Foster Care Licensing and Placement Agency for Child 

Foster Care Services.—12-230 

 

Addendum to Purchase Agreement, Contract No. 14847A, between the St. Louis County 

Board of Commissioners and Range Mental Health Center, Inc.—12-231 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14926, between the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners and Mona Millen and Michael Millen.—12-232 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14927, between the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners and Lee Foster Care, LLC.—12-233 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14746B, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Midwest Medical Equipment and 

Supplies d/b/a Essentia Health Medical Equipment and Supplies.—12-234 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No. 50989, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Lee Foster Care – NHD.—12-235 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No. 50990, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Lee Foster Care – Lakeside.—12-236 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No. 50991, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Lee Foster Care – White House.—12-237 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No. 50967, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and MSOCS NE* - Marble (#3).—12-238 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No. 50992, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Mona Millen and Michael Millen.—12-239 

 

Amendment #1 to Lease 2011-006341 between St. Louis County and Range Woman’s 
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Advocates for office space in the Northland Office Building, Virginia, MN, extending the 

lease for one additional term beginning January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012, at the 

same rate.—12-240 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, resolutions 

numbered 12-183 through 12-197, as submitted to this Board on the consent agenda, were 

unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER O’NEIL: 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of March 27, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-183 

 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of April 3, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-184 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has need for a Crisis Nursery Service; and 

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Health and Human Services has contracted with 

Lutheran Social Service since March 1994 to provide child protection services on behalf of the 

county; and 

WHEREAS, the department wishes to renew this agreement for an early intervention service 

committed to the prevention of child abuse and maltreatment by providing short-term 

emergency care for children and support services for families during times of crisis. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an 

agreement with Lutheran Social Service Bethany Crisis Nursery for the period January 1, 

2012, through December 31, 2012, and authorizes payment of $37,182 payable from Fund 

230 (Social Services); Agency 232008 (Children’s Services); Expense Object 601200 (Out-of-

Home Placement). 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-185 

 

WHEREAS, under the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.341, Subd. 1, a contract for deed to 

repurchase state tax forfeited land previously cancelled may be reinstated by the previous 

contract holder subject to payment of installments, taxes, assessments, penalties, costs, and 

interest; and  

WHEREAS, less than 50 percent of the basic sale price was paid prior to cancellation; 

therefore, County Board approval is required for reinstatement; and 

WHEREAS, Patricia Anne Rudy of Eveleth, MN, has requested to reinstate Contract 

C22080330, having been cancelled on 12/20/2011, under new Contract C22120011 for 

property described as: 

 CITY OF EVELETH 

 LOT: 0027 BLOCK: 078                             

                DORR ADDITION TO EVELETH                 

 Parcel Code: 040-0080-00880 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

reinstatement of Contract C22120011 by Patricia Anne Rudy of Eveleth, MN, in the amount 

of $3,933.01, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-186 

 

RESOLVED, that the appraisal report for sale of timber, numbered Tract 1, as submitted by 

the Land Commissioner, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County 

Board File No. 59391, is approved and the County Auditor is authorized to carry out the 

recommendation as listed in said appraisal report. 
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Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-187 

 

WHEREAS, it has been determined that LHB Corporation of Duluth, MN, has the training, 

experience, and knowledge to provide services relating to retaining wall, trail underpass, 

culvert, and storm water design on County State Aid Highway 91 (Haines Road) in the cities 

of Duluth and Hermantown, MN, under project number SP 69-691-020 (County Project 

8269). 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an 

agreement with LHB Corporation, Duluth, MN, and any amendments authorized by the 

County Attorney, for design services on the above project in the amount of $99,237, payable 

from Fund 200, Agency 200008, Object 626600. 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-188 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Public Works Department plans to reconstruct 2.3 miles of 

County State Aid Highway (CSAH) Number 91 (Haines Road) (County Project 8269, SP 069-

691-020) within the City of Duluth and the City of Hermantown, beginning at the Canadian 

National Railroad tracks (40th Avenue West above 8th Street) and ending at CSAH 56 (Morris 

Thomas Road); and 

WHEREAS, the acquisition of the additional highway right of way needed to complete said 

road reconstruction was authorized by County Board Resolution No. 09-165 on April 28, 

2009; and  

WHEREAS, St. Louis County Highway Plat No. 32, as authorized by County Board 

Resolution No. 11-179 on April 12, 2011, has been prepared and recorded in the office of the 

St. Louis County Recorder; and 

WHEREAS, the following three described parcels of needed right of way have not been 

acquired by negotiation and direct purchase:   

Parcel 22-2 Owners and Interests: 

      Fred L. Paine and Nancy K. Paine, husband and wife 

  Frederick A. Paine and Dawn E. Paine, husband and wife  

  as Joint Tenants 

   3500 North 12th Street     

   Superior, WI  54880  

  Superior Savings Bank, Mortgagee 

   1130 Tower Avenue 

   Superior, WI  54880 

Property Legal Description: 

The North Half of the Northwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter (N 1/2 of NW 1/4 of SE 

1/4), Section Six (6), Township Forty-nine (49) North, Range Fourteen (14) West, EXCEPT a 

triangular tract of land in the Northeast corner, being all that part of said N 1/2 of NW 1/4 of 

SE 1/4 lying Northeasterly of the right-of-way, 60 feet in width, of County State Aid Highway 

91 (Haines Road) as the same was located and in use on December 21, 1959; and EXCEPT 

that part of the N 1/2 of NW 1/4 of SE 1/4 which lies Southerly of the Northwesterly boundary 

line of the right-of-way of the Duluth, Missabe, and Iron Range Railway Company. 

Parcel Identification Number:  010-2700-00330  

(abstract property) 

Rights to be acquired: 

PERMANENT EASEMENT for highway purposes over, under, and across that part of the 

above described property shown as Parcel 2 on the plat designated as St. Louis County 

Highway Right of Way Plat No. 32, on file as Document Number 1172792 in the Office of the 

St. Louis County Recorder.    

Said permanent easement contains approximately 2.21 acres of existing highway right of way 

and 3.18 acres of additional right of way. 
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Parcel 36  Owners and Interests: 

  Kevin D. Skomars, a single person 

   2215 West 12th Street 

   Duluth, MN  55806 

  Saint Louis County Auditor 

  as Vendor in Certificate of Sale of Forfeited Lands   

Torrens Document # 772280 

Property Legal Description: 

Lot 33, Block 1, Collingwood Park 

Parcel Identification Number:  395-0050-00330  

As currently embodied in Certificate of Title # 200921 

Rights to be acquired: 

PERMANENT EASEMENT for highway purposes over, under, and across the above 

described property, said Permanent Easement is described as follows: the easterly 22.00 feet 

of Lot 33, Block 1, Collingwood Park. 

Said permanent easement contains approximately 0.00 acres of existing highway right of way 

and 0.05 acres of additional right of way. 

 

Parcel 41-22 Owners and Interests: 

      Sherry G. Buetow (f.k.a. Sherry Gail Dietzmann) and  

  Michael W. Buetow, wife and husband   

   4465 Red Hill Road 

   Moose Lake, MN  55767 

  Alternate address: 

   3585 Haines Road 

   Hermantown, MN  55811 

Property Legal Description: 

The N 1/2 of S 1/2 of N 1/2 of NE 1/4 of SE 1/4 of Section 36, Township 50 North, Range 15 

West of the Fourth Principal Meridian 

Parcel Identification Number:  395-0014-01010 

Torrens Property – Certificate # 259094 

Rights to be acquired: 

A PERMANENT EASEMENT for highway purposes over, under, and across that part of the 

above described property as shown as Parcel 22 on the plat designated as St. Louis County 

Highway Right of Way Plat No. 32, on file and on record as Document Number 907104 in the 

Office of the Registrar of Titles in and for the County of St. Louis, Minnesota.   

Said permanent easement contains approximately 0.12 acres of existing highway right of way 

and 0.04 acres of additional right of way. 

Together with a TEMPORARY EASEMENT for highway purposes over, under, and across 

that part of the above described property shown as TEMPORARY EASEMENT on Parcel 22 

on the plat designated as St. Louis County Highway Right of Way Plat No. 32, on file and on 

record as Document Number 907104 in the Office of the Registrar of Titles in and for the 

County of St. Louis, Minnesota.   

Said temporary easement contains approximately 0.00 acres of existing highway right of way 

and 0.06 acres of additional right of way and shall expire on December 31, 2016. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board, pursuant to 

Minn. Stat. Chapter 163.02 et. al., authorizes the County Attorney to proceed under Minn. 

Stat.  Chapter 117.02 etal., to acquire the necessary highway right of way by condemnation 

proceedings, payable from Fund 200, Agency 203001, Objects 636500, 636600, and 637500. 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-189 

 

WHEREAS, the Public Works Department has budgeted for the purchase of three (3) Trimble 

GPS Units and related equipment; and 
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WHEREAS, Frontier Precision, Inc., of Maple Grove, MN, offered the low qualifying quote 

through the State of Minnesota contract.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

purchase of three (3) Trimble GPS Units and related equipment from Frontier Precision, Inc., 

of Maple Grove, MN, in the amount of $92,411.61, payable from Fund 200, Agency 200008, 

Object 664800. 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-190 

 

WHEREAS, quotes were solicited by the St. Louis County Public Works Department for the 

following project: 

SAP 69-599-031, BR 45, County Project 142407, for project materials (concrete culverts) for 

a bridge on Unorganized Township Road 9111 in Hibbing, MN, length 0.1 mi.; and 

WHEREAS, the lowest quote was provided by Hancock Concrete Products, Hancock, MN. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

quote for concrete culverts. 

LOW QUOTE  ADDRESS  AMOUNT 

Hancock Concrete Products 17 Atlantic Ave.         $90,177.71 

   Hancock, MN 56244 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the appropriate county officials are authorized to approve the 

contractor’s quote for the above listed project payable from Fund 220, Agency 220277, Object 

651000 for concrete culverts.  

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-191 

 

WHEREAS, quotes were solicited by the St. Louis County Public Works Department for the 

following project: 

SAP 69-599-033, BR 357, County Project 34030, for project materials (concrete 

culverts) for a bridge on Unorganized Township Road 8157 in Angora Township, length 

0.1 mi.; and 

WHEREAS, the lowest quote was provided by Cretex Concrete Products, Maple Grove, MN. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

quote for concrete culverts. 

LOW QUOTE  ADDRESS  AMOUNT 

Cretex Concrete Products 6550 Wedgwood Rd.        $87,230.31 

   Maple Grove, MN 55311 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the appropriate county officials are authorized to approve the 

contractor’s quote for the above listed project payable from Fund 220, Agency 220273, Object 

651000 for concrete culverts. 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-192 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has reviewed the pertinent data on bridges requiring 

replacement, rehabilitation, or removal, supplied by local citizenry and local units of 

government; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has identified those bridges that are high priority and that 

require replacement, rehabilitation, or removal within the next five years. 

RESOLVED, that the following deficient bridges listed in County Board File No. 59447 are 

high priority and St. Louis County intends to replace, rehabilitate, or remove these bridges as 

soon as possible when funds are available, and that St. Louis County does hereby request 

authorization to replace, rehabilitate, or remove such bridges. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board does hereby request financial 

assistance with eligible approach grading and engineering costs on township bridges, as 

provided by law. 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-193 
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WHEREAS, St. Louis County has been leasing the space known as L-100 in the Hibbing 

Annex, located adjacent to the Hibbing Courthouse, to the State of Minnesota for the 

Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development operations since January 

1, 2007; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota Department of Administration, Real Estate Division, 

wishes to continue renting the space and new lease terms have been agreed to for the period of 

May 1, 2012, through April 30, 2017, with an option to extend the lease for one additional 5 

year period upon negotiated mutually agreed terms. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute a lease agreement with the State of Minnesota 

Department of Administration, Real Estate Division, for a five year lease beginning May 1, 

2012, through April 30, 2017, in the amount of $74,812.80, payable in equal monthly 

installments of $1,246.88 ($15.75 per square foot) for space known as Room L-100 located at 

the Hibbing Annex, 1814 East 14th Avenue, Hibbing, Minnesota, 55746. Revenues from this 

lease will be assigned to Fund 100, Agency 128013. 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-194 

 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) notified St. 

Louis County of allocations of $60,203 for FY 2011 and $190,582 for FY 2012 from the 

Emergency Solutions Grant Program; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County must submit substantial amendments of the Consolidated Plan 

FY 2011 and FY 2012 Action Plans to receive the allocations and must provide a 30-day 

public comment period and a public hearing prior to submission of the amendments; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Planning and Community Development Department 

published legal notice of the 30-day comment period running from April 2, 2012, through May 

3, 2012; and  

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board desires to carry out eligible activities of the 

Emergency Solutions Grant Program as provided in the Consolidated Plan FY 2011 and FY 

2012 Amended Action Plans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board will hold a public 

hearing on Tuesday, May 8, 2012, at 9:40 a.m., at the St. Louis County Courthouse in Duluth, 

Minnesota, for the purpose of receiving citizen comments on the FY 2011 and FY 2012 

Action Plan Amendments for the Emergency Solutions Grant Program.  

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-195 

 

WHEREAS, the findings and recommendations of the ―Blue Ribbon‖ Assessment Practices 

Review Panel were presented to the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners on March 20, 

2012. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board creates a Special 

Committee of commissioners for the purpose of reporting back to the Board regarding any 

formal action to be taken in response to the findings and recommendations of the Assessment 

Practices Review Panel. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Special Committee shall be comprised of the Chair of the 

County Board (Commissioner Nelson), the Chair of the Finance & Budget Committee 

(Commissioner Raukar), and the Chair of the Central Management & Intergovernmental 

Relations Committee (Commissioner Jewell). 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the date for the first report to the Committee of the Whole will 

be no later than June 12, 2012, with periodic reports thereafter. 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-196 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to Ordinance No. 28, Section 11, Subdivision 11.06, authorization 

is hereby approved for the following applications to sell/serve outside the designated serving 

area of the County Liquor License, as per applications on file in the office of the County 
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Auditor, identified as County Board File No. 59385: 

Ash-Ka-Nam Resort & Lodge, LLC d/b/a Ash-ka-Nam, Unorganized Township 68-19, 

May 18 & 19, 2012; 

Ash-Ka-Nam Resort & Lodge, LLC d/b/a Ash-ka-Nam, Unorganized Township 68-19, 

August 10 & 11, 2012; 

Ash-Ka-Nam Resort & Lodge, LLC d/b/a Ash-ka-Nam, Unorganized Township 68-19, 

September 21 & 22, 2012; 

Ash-Ka-Nam Resort & Lodge, LLC d/b/a Ash-ka-Nam, Unorganized Township 68-19, 

October 5 & 6, 2012; 

Ash-Ka-Nam Resort & Lodge, LLC d/b/a Ash-ka-Nam, Unorganized Township 68-19, 

December 30 & 31, 2012. 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-197 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY:  

WHEREAS, April 8th through April 14th, 2012, is National Telecommunications Week, which 

honors those persons who perform call-taking, dispatching, wireless infrastructure design and 

maintenance, and other support duties for public safety communications departments; and 

WHEREAS, 9-1-1 Telecommunicators are the link between the citizens who phone for help 

and the public safety agencies that provide help; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office 9-1-1 Emergency Communications 

Division’s 43 men and women serve our area’s more than 200,000 residents and visitors, 

answering 244,540 calls for help in 2011; and 

WHEREAS, the Public Safety Answering Point in Duluth covers St. Louis County’s 7,092 

square miles, providing the crucial link between more than 180 public safety agencies and the 

people who need them. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

hereby honors our Emergency Communications Specialists, Technical Staff, and 

Administrative and Support Staff for their dedication and courage in performing one of the 

most important jobs in our society by proclaiming the week of April 8 through April 14, 2012, 

as National Telecommunications Week in St. Louis County. 

Unanimously adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-198 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Jewell, resolutions 

numbered 12-199 through 12-212, as submitted to this Board on a second consent agenda, 

were unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

WHEREAS, under the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.341, Subd. 1, a contract for deed to 

repurchase state tax forfeited land previously cancelled may be reinstated by the previous 

contract holder subject to payment of installments, taxes, assessments, penalties, costs, and 

interest; and  

WHEREAS, less than 50 percent of the basic sale price was paid prior to cancellation, 

therefore, county board approval is required for reinstatement; and 

WHEREAS, Larry Anderson of Cloquet, MN, has requested to reinstate Contract C22080118, 

having been cancelled on 12/20/2011, under new Contract C22120016 for property described 

as: 

 TOWN OF SOLWAY 

 SW 1/4 OF SE 1/4, EX E 1/2                                

                  SEC 27 TWP 50 RGE 16                   

 Parcel Code: 530-0010-05190 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

reinstatement of Contract C22120016 by Larry Anderson of Cloquet, MN, in the amount of 

$13,512.30, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 
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Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-199 

 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.241 provides that state tax forfeited land may be repurchased 

by the previous owner subject to payment of delinquent taxes and assessments, with penalties, 

costs, and interest; and 

WHEREAS, the applicant, Bonnie DuFresne of Gilbert, MN, has applied to repurchase state 

tax forfeited land legally described as:  

 TOWN OF WUORI 

 E 1/2 OF SW 1/4 OF SE 1/4 EX N 417.4 FT OF E 313.1 FT & EX NLY 517.4 FT  

 OF WLY 313.1 FT                                

 SEC 3 TWP 59 RGE 17 

 Parcel Code:  580-0010-00560 

WHEREAS, the applicant was the owner of record at the time of forfeiture and is eligible to 

repurchase the property; and 

WHEREAS, approving the repurchase will correct undue hardship and promote the use of 

lands that will best serve the public interest. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

repurchase application by Bonnie DuFresne of Gilbert, MN, on file in County Board File No. 

59398, subject to payments including total taxes and assessments of $230.56, service fee of 

$114.00, deed tax of $1.65, deed fee of $25.00, and recording fee of $46.00; for a total of 

$417.21, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-200 

  

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an agreement, and any amendments 

approved by the County Attorney, with Lake County, where Lake County will pay its share for 

items listed in the Schedule of Prices in the Proposal/Plan Package and Plan described as MP 

97044, Crack Sealing 2012, with the funds to be receipted into Fund 200, Agency 201073, 

Object 551508. 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-201 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an agreement, and any amendments 

approved by the County Attorney, with the City of Babbitt where the city will pay its share for 

items listed in the Schedule of Prices in the Proposal/Plan Package and Plan described as MP 

97044, Crack Sealing 2012, with the funds to be receipted into Fund 200, Agency 201073, 

Object 551518. 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-202 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an agreement, and any amendments 

approved by the County Attorney, with the City of Chisholm where the city will pay its share 

for items listed in the Schedule of Prices in the Proposal/Plan Package and Plan described as 

MP 97044, Crack Sealing 2012, with the funds to be receipted into Fund 200, Agency 

201073, Object 551530. 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-203 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an agreement, and any amendments 

approved by the County Attorney, with the Town of Rice Lake where the township will pay its 

share for items listed in the Schedule of Prices in the Proposal/Plan Package and Plan 

described as MP 97044, Crack Sealing 2012, with the funds to be receipted into Fund 200, 

Agency 201073, Object 551521. 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-204 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an agreement, and any amendments 

approved by the County Attorney, with the Town of French, where the township will pay its 
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share for items listed in the Schedule of Prices in the Proposal/Plan Package and Plan 

described as MP 97044, Crack Sealing 2012, with the funds to be receipted into Fund 200, 

Agency 201073, Object 551582. 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-205 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an agreement, and any amendments 

approved by the County Attorney, with the Town of Canosia, where the township will pay its 

share for items listed in the Schedule of Prices in the Proposal/Plan Package and Plan 

described as MP 97044, Crack Sealing 2012, with the funds to be receipted into Fund 200, 

Agency 201073, Object 551511. 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-206 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an agreement, and any amendments 

approved by the County Attorney, with the Town of Grand Lake, where the township will pay 

its share for items listed in the Schedule of Prices in the Proposal/Plan Package and Plan 

described as MP 97044, Crack Sealing 2012, with the funds to be receipted into Fund 200, 

Agency 201073, Object 551555. 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-207 

 

WHEREAS, the Department of Homeland Security has made funding available to the Port of 

Duluth/Superior under the FY 2009 Port Security Grant Program; and 

WHEREAS,  the Sheriff’s Office is eligible to receive funding under this grant for 

investments important to increasing Port Security while strengthening core services; and 

WHEREAS, the term of the grant is 36 months and the majority of the work would be done in 

2012; and   

WHEREAS, the investments proposed would enhance Computer-Aided Dispatch capabilities, 

provide for end-user radio equipment, and allow the Rescue Squad and Sheriff’s Office to 

acquire the latest in scanning sonar technology. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes 

application and acceptance of the 2009 Infrastructure Protection Program Grant for Port 

Security in the amount of $319,469, to be accounted for in Fund 100, Agency 129999, Grant 

12938, Year 2012. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the required local match shall not exceed $106,490, to be 

accounted for as follows: 

Computer-Aided Dispatch Upgrades/Training:  

 Total grant amount:  $100,000 

 Match required:  $  33,333 

 Fund 179, E-911 

Stationary Scanning Sonar:   

 Total grant amount:  $ 68,969 

 Match required:  $ 22,990  

 Fund 100, Agency 129003, Object 643200 

End-User Radios: 

 Total grant amount:  $150,500 

 Match required:  $  50,167 

 Fund 100, Agency 129003, Object 643200 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to sign any associated contract documents. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that St. Louis County Board Resolution No. 12-178, dated March 

27, 2012, is hereby rescinded. 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-208 
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WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

MP 87-1283 located on CSAH 87 (Leander Road) from TH 53 to CSAH 78 on the south 

border of Owens Township, and; 

WHEREAS, the low bid was provided by Ulland Brothers, Inc., of Cloquet, Minnesota. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the lowest bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT  

Ulland Brothers, Inc.  P.O. Box 340  $916,601.18 

   Cloquet, MN  55720 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the appropriate county officials are authorized to approve the 

Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to execute the bonds and contract for the above listed 

project payable from Fund 200, Agency 203101, Object 652800. 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-209 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

MP 97049, South Crushing 2012 located in various locations in southern St. Louis 

County, and; 

WHEREAS, the low bid was provided by Forest Concrete Products of Ely, Minnesota. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the lowest bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT  

Forest Concrete Products 1715 E. Sheridan St.  $236,405.00 

   Ely, MN  55731 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the appropriate county officials are authorized to approve the 

Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to execute the bonds and contract for the above listed 

project payable from: 

  Fund 200, Agency 201070, Object 650200 (Crushing):                 $199,405.00 

  Fund 200, Agency 201070, Object 652805 (Gravel Road Investment Program):  

$37,000.00 

With additional revenue budgeted for expense: 

Town of Floodwood:   Fund 200, Agency 201070, Rev. Obj. 551576            $2,590.00 

Halden Township:       Fund 200, Agency 201070, Rev. Obj. 551569         $   925.00 

Town of Fine Lakes:   Fund 200, Agency 201070, Rev. Obj. 551575          $2,590.00 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-210 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

MP 148958, Gravel Road Improvement Project (GRIP), North located on CR 307 

(Werner Road) from CR 303 to CR 305, and on CSAH 68 from CR 616 to CR 303 

north of Virginia, MN, and; 

WHEREAS, the lowest bid was provided by KGM Contractors, Inc., of Angora, Minnesota. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the lowest bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT KGM 

Contractors, Inc.  P.O. Box 7   $117,781.20 

   Angora, MN  55703 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the appropriate county officials are authorized to approve the 

Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to execute the bonds and contract for the above listed 

project payable from Fund 200, Agency 203260, Object 652805. 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-211 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has established a 457(b) Governmental Deferred Compensation 

Plan for its employees and officials that serves the interest of the county by enabling it to 

provide reasonable retirement security to its employees and officials; and 
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WHEREAS, the county established a deferred compensation committee on August 2, 1988, by 

Resolution Number 606, consisting of the County Administrator, County Attorney, County 

Auditor and Human Resources Director; and  

WHEREAS, the county’s deferred compensation committee has updated the Deferred 

Compensation Plan Document to reflect amendments made to the Internal Revenue Service 

regulations governing 457(b) deferred compensation plans since the county’s Plan Document 

was last updated in 2001. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves and 

adopts the updated St. Louis County 457(b) Governmental Deferred Compensation Plan 

Document contained in County Board File No. 59449. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Board authorizes the Chair of the County Board and other 

necessary officials to execute the updated Deferred Compensation Plan Document. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the previous Deferred Compensation Plan Document is hereby 

rescinded. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Board hereby directs the Human Resources Director to 

distribute copies of the updated St. Louis County 457(b) Governmental Deferred 

Compensation Plan Document to providers of deferred compensation services under the 

county’s Plan. 

Adopted April 10, 2012. No. 12-212 

 

At 1:34 p.m., April 10, 2012, Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, 

moved to adjourn; six yeas, zero nays.  

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON APRIL 24, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 24th day 

of April, 2012, at 9:35 a.m., in the Clinton Town Hall, Clinton Township, Minnesota, with the 

following members present:  Commissioners Steve O’Neil, Chris Dahlberg, Mike Forsman, 

Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson – 6.  Absent:  Commissioner Frank 

Jewell – 1. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who serve and protect our safety 

and those who protect our freedom, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Commissioner O’Neil read the Proclamation for Community Wellness Day, April 28, 2012. 

Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioners Raukar and Sweeney, moved to approve 

the Community Wellness Day resolution. Human Resources Director Jim Gottschald said St. 

Louis County ranked 77 among 84 counties in Minnesota in a health ranking study done by the 

University of Wisconsin - Superior, which prompted the county to promote wellness. The third 

annual Wellness Day will take place on Saturday, April 28, 2012, 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at 

UMD in the Romano Gym and Director Gottschald encouraged everyone to attend; six yeas, 

zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-220. 

 

Commissioner O’Neil said Commissioner Jewell is not present as he is attending a conference 

on juvenile justice. 

 

Commissioner Nelson announced Chris Ismil with Iron Range Youth in Action (IRYA) as the 

Customer Service Recognition Award recipient. Commissioner Nelson recognized his 

outstanding achievement growing the program and the tremendous positive impact on Iron 

Range youth. Commissioner Nelson said Chris Ismil will be leaving St. Louis County for a 

position with the Iron Range Resources & Rehabilitation Board (IRRRB) and will be greatly 

missed. Numerous speakers shared their stories and the positive impact Chris Ismil had on 

them and the IRYA (Board File No. 59454).  Lori Ismil, spouse of Chris Ismil, showed a 

presentation of the many positive comments from IRYA past participants.   

 

A recess was taken from 11:04 to 11:08 a.m. to change the video tapes. 

 

After the citizens spoke, Commissioner Raukar recognized the work of the IRYA, noting it 

grew from the Youth in Government Program started by former County Commissioner Liz 

Prebich. After further discussion, Chris Ismil thanked the board for the recognition, shared his 

experiences and vision, and thanked the board for continuing to fund this program.  

 

The board recessed from 11:43 to 11:50 a.m. 

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to citizens who wished to address the board.  

 

James Medure of Kinney, Minnesota, brought forth concerns on a fence and referred the board 

to Minnesota Statute 180.03 relating to fences. Mr. Medure said he has brought several 

concerns to the board and would like answers. Chair Nelson said all of his concerns are being 

worked on and he will receive a response. 

 

At 11:57 a.m., a public hearing began for the 2012 County Commissioner Redistricting Plan. 

County Auditor Donald Dicklich gave the presentation to the board and reviewed the plan 
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details and new maps. Chair Nelson asked if there was any testimony from other governmental 

agencies, supporters, opponents, or any other comments from the public, and no one came 

forth. At 12:13 p.m., Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to 

close the public hearing; six yeas, zero nays. Commissioner Sweeney, supported by 

Commissioner Forsman, moved to approve the resolution for the 2012 County Commissioner 

Redistricting; six yeas, zero nays. The public hearing ended at 12:19 p.m.  Resolution No. 12-

221. 

 

Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, moved to approve the consent 

agenda; six yeas, zero nays. 

 

The following board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

board meeting: 

 

Applications for 3.2 percent malt liquor licenses (beer) for the year 2012.—59452 

 

Proclamation:  Community Wellness Day, April 28, 2012.—59453 

 

Speaker sign-up sheets for the meeting of April 24, 2012 (Customer Service Recognition 

Award – Chris Ismil).—59454 

 

Generation W newspaper published by area students containing stories and articles about the 

Iron Range.—59455 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and Sandy Roggenkamp for 

Lab Services for Highway Project No. SAP69-603-011.—12-241 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Northeast Technical 

Services, Inc., for Regional Landfill Environmental Engineering and Monitoring Services for 

the period March 1, 2012, through December 31, 2014.—12-242 

 

Agreement between the County of St. Louis and Colvin Township for transfer of abandoned 

bridge, State Bridge # H-5-16-1, SP 069-604-060, CP 9282.—12-243 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and LHB Engineers and 

Architects, Inc., for Depot Train Shed Roof Replacement – Phase II – Final.—12-244 

 

2012 State of Minnesota Federal Boating Safety Patrol Supplement Grant Agreement.—12-

245 

 

2011 Minnesota Department of Public Safety 2011 Homeland Security and Emergency 

Management Grant Agreement in the amount of $171,000.—12-246 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and Twin Ports Testing for 

Geotechnical Evaluation for Reconstruction of County State Aid Highway (CSHA) 146 & 

CSAH 147, SAP 069-747-001 & SAP 069-746-001.—12-247 

 

Addendum to Purchase Agreement, Contract No. 14850A, between the St. Louis County 

Board of Commissioners and Life House for Assertive Community Treatment Team South 

Services.—12-248 

 

Minnesota Department of Administration regarding Option Notice Lease No. 11264 for leased 

premises located at 4787 Midway Rd., Duluth, MN, extending the lease for the period 
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September 1, 2012, through August 31, 2017.—12-249 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Foster, Jacobs and 

Johnson, Inc., for Duluth Courthouse Steam Pressure Reducing and Distribution Equipment 

Replacement.—12-250 

 

Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Homeland Security and Emergency Management 

2009 Port Security Grant agreement in the amount of $319,469.—12-251 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14751B, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Donald Olesiak, Jr., and Maeve 

Olesiak.—12-252 

 

Grant Agreement, Contract No. 20974, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Lutheran Social Services (Self/One Program) for the period January 1, 

2012, through December 31, 2012.—12-253 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, resolutions 

numbered 12-213 through 12-219, as submitted to this Board on the consent agenda, were 

unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER DAHLBERG: 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of April 10, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted April 24, 2012. No. 12-213 

 

RESOLVED, that the workers’ compensation report of claims by employees for work-related 

injuries, dated April 6, 2012, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County 

Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from Fund 730, Agency 

730001. 

Adopted April 24, 2012. No. 12-214 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 51, the application for license 

to sell tobacco products at retail, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59392, is hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to 

issue the license as follows: 

Miner’s Incorporated d/b/a Super One Foods, Township of Canosia, Tobacco Products 

License No. T12269, transfer. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the license is effective April 30, 2012, through December 31, 

2012. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells their licensed business, the County 

Board, at its discretion, may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new owner, but 

without pro-rated refund to the license holder.  

Adopted April 24, 2012. No. 12-215 

 

RESOLVED, that the recommendations of the Finance Committee for payment of claims and 

bills against the County of St. Louis, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59440, are hereby approved and the County Auditor shall issue checks 

in the following amounts: 

MARCH 2012 

100  General Fund  $7,299,286.01 

149 Personnel Service Fund 502.06 

150  Sheriff's Nemesis Fund Group  31,816.92 
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160 MN Trail Assistance 68,074.32 

166 Sheriff Fine Contingency 7,189.36 

168 Sheriff’s State Forfeitures  1,218.74 

173 Emergency Shelter Grant 11,102.77 

179 Enhanced 9-1-1 16,057.06 

180  Law Library  18,557.75 

183 City/County Communications   412.37 

184  Extension Service   57,652.59 

200  Public Works 3,154,051.53 

220  State Road Aid  461,674.25 

230  Public Health & Human Services  6,915,944.29 

240  Forfeited Tax  526,082.31 

250 St. Louis County HRA 6.39 

260  CDBG Grant  89,221.65 

270  Home Grant    38,100.38 

280 Federal Septic Loan – EPA Fund 33,745.00 

290 Forest Resources 20,423.42 

400 County Facilities 32,654.66 

402 Depreciation Reserve Fund 14,808.00 

405 Public Works Building Const 36,007.03 

407 Public Works – Equipment 711,063.52 

438 2008B Capital Improvement Bond   184,894.25 

439 2010A Capital Improvement Bond      1,363,551.53 

600  Environmental Services  536,180.72 

616  On-Site Waste Water Division   54,718.71 

715  County Garage  109,105.34 

720  Property Casualty Liability   16,858.41 

730  Workers Compensation  437,368.51 

770 Retired Employees Health Ins  954.14 

826 Taconite Production Tax 1,537,476.00 

900  State of Minnesota  1,167,323.86 

902  Courts  347,641.31 

907 Special Taxes 92,875.56 

908 Cities and Towns Taxes 172,969.98 

909  Tax Refunds    219,243.03 

910 School Districts Taxes 351,997.25 

925  Arrowhead Regional Corrections  1,994,543.73 

955  Community Health Board  106,901.97 

985  Collective Local Collaborative    36,318.02 

989  Regional Railroad Authority  73,858.49 

992 Permits to Carry-Firearms 299.76 

994 Sheriff Forfeits/Evidence 3,976.20 

998  MPL-DUL Train Alliance              86,525.79 

  $28,441,234.94 

Adopted April 24, 2012. No. 12-216 

 

RESOLVED, that the application for a Temporary On-Sale 3.2 Percent Malt Liquor License, 

on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County Board File No. 59452, is 

hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to issue the license to the applicant: 

Lake 14 - Leander Club, Town of Unorganized 60-19, Temporary On-Sale 3.2 Percent 

Malt Liquor License No. TB1243, for July 4, 2012 (rain date July 5, 2012). 

Adopted April 12, 2012. No. 12-217 
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RESOLVED, that pursuant to Ordinance No. 28, Section 11, Subdivision 11.06, authorization 

is hereby granted to Riverside Inn of Side Lake, Inc., d/b/a Riverside Inn of Side Lake, Inc., 

French Township, to sell/serve outside the designated serving area of the county liquor license 

for the date of July 14, 2012, as per application on file in the office of the County Auditor, 

identified as County Board File No. 59385. 

Adopted April 24, 2012. No. 12-218 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to Ordinance No. 28, Section 11, Subdivision 11.06, authorization 

is hereby granted to Boondocks Saloon & Grill, Inc., d/b/a Boondocks Saloon & Grill, Gnesen 

Township, to sell/serve outside the designated serving area of the County Liquor License for 

the date of May 19, 2012, as per application on file in the office of the County Auditor, 

identified as County Board File No. 59385. 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that said license is approved contingent on Sheriff’s Office second 

review of security measures and Sheriff’s Office additional review 10-14 days prior to event. 

Adopted April 24, 2012. No. 12-219 

 

BY COMMISSIONER O’NEIL: 

WHEREAS, the health and well-being of this community is a shared responsibility; and 

WHEREAS, the public safety of our community is a significant concern for our residents, 

community leaders, and health care givers; and 

WHEREAS, the financial literacy of our community is a critical factor in the ultimate success 

of our citizens in achieving life goals; and 

WHEREAS, the environmental welfare of our community is of universal concern and 

deserves our highest attention; and 

WHEREAS, bringing awareness and raising the consciousness of our health and well-being, 

public safety, financial literacy, and environmental wellness is the utmost concern to all the 

members of our community, so that all may have the tools required to take back responsibility 

for our community’s overall wellness. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

hereby proclaims Saturday, April 28, 2012, as Community Wellness Day and urges all our 

citizens to recognize and participate in its observance. 

Unanimously adopted April 24, 2012. No. 220 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes Chapter 375 establishes the procedure and requires a process 

for redistricting county commissioner districts based on population figures from the federal 

census; and 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute § 204B.135, Subd. 2, requires that county commissioner 

districts be redistricted within 80 days of the date the state legislature has been redistricted or 

at least 15 weeks before the state primary election, whichever comes first; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to these statutes the 2010 federal census population figures shall be 

used to redistrict the St. Louis County Commissioner Districts by May 1, 2012, and that 

commissioner districts shall be bounded by town, municipal, ward, city district, or precinct 

lines; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County published three weeks’ consecutive notice of the public hearing 

and intent to adopt the County Commissioner Redistricting Plan in the official newspaper of 

record for the county board for 2012; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners conducted public meetings on the 

2012 County Commissioner redistricting on March 13, 2012,  and April 17, 2012, and a 

public hearing on April 24, 2012. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

hereby redistricts the County of St. Louis, following town, municipal, ward, city district, or 

precinct lines as reestablished in April 2012, and reestablishes the length of terms as follows: 



PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

119 

 

 

 

District 1   City of Duluth Precincts 10, 11, 12, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22 and 23 

(continuation of current term, 2014 Election). 

 

District 2   City of Duluth Precincts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 13, and 14 (4-year term, 2012 

Election). 

 

District 3   City of Duluth Precincts 21, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33 and 34 (4-year 

term, 2012 Election). 

 

District 4   Alden, Alango, Angora, Ault, City of Babbitt, Balkan, Bassett, Beatty, City of 

Biwabik, Biwabik Township, Breitung, Colvin, City of Cook, Crane Lake, Eagle’s Nest, City 

of Ely,  Embarrass, Fairbanks, Normanna, North Star, Pequaywan, Field, French, Greenwood, 

City of Hoyt Lakes, Kugler, Leiding, Linden Grove, City of McKinley, Morcom, Morse, City 

of Orr, Owens, Pike, Portage, Sandy, Sturgeon, City of Tower Precincts 1 and 2, Unorganized 

 Precincts 3, 6, 7, 8, 9,10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, Camp 5, Vermilion 

Lake, Waasa, White Precincts 1, 2 and 3, Willow Valley, City of Winton, Wuori, Kabetogama 

(continuation of current term, 2014 Election). 

 

District 5   City of Hermantown Precincts 1, 2, and 3; Canosia, Gnesen, Brevator, Midway, 

City of Proctor, Solway, Lakewood, Duluth Township, Rice Lake (4-year term, 2012 

Election). 

 

District 6   Fredenberg, Kelsey, Cotton, Grand Lake, Industrial, New Independence, 

Northland, City of Mountain Iron Precincts 1 and 2, City of Virginia Precincts 1, 2, 3, 4, and 

5, City of Eveleth Precincts 1, 2, and 3, City of Leonidas, Clinton, City of Iron Junction, 

McDavitt, City of Gilbert, Ellsburg, Fayal, Unorganized Precincts 2, 5, 14, and 17 

(continuation of current term, 2014 Election). 

 

District 7   City of Chisholm, Prairie Lake, Halden, Fine Lakes, City of Floodwood, 

Floodwood Township, Cedar Valley, Van Buren, Elmer, Toivola, Arrowhead, Stoney Brook, 

Culver, City of Brookston, Ness, City of Meadowlands, Meadowlands Township, Alborn, City 

of Buhl, Great Scott Precinct 1, Great Scott/Kinney Precinct 2, Lavell, Cherry, City of Hibbing 

Precincts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11, Unorganized Precincts 1 and 4 (continuation of 

current term, 2014 Election). 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the redistricting plan shall be filed with the County Auditor by 

May 8, 2012, to be effective for the 2012 primary and general elections and to publish notice 

illustrating congressional, legislative and county commissioner boundaries in the official 

newspaper of record for the county board. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the districts are identified in the attached map of the county. 
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Unanimously adopted April 24, 2012. No. 12-221 

 

At 12:20 p.m., April 24, 2012, Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner Raukar, 

moved to adjourn; six yeas, zero nays.  

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 



   

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

 

OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

 

MAY, 2012 

 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON MAY 1, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 1st day 

of May, 2012, at 9:38 a.m., in the County Board Room, Duluth, Minnesota, with the following 

members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris Dahlberg, Mike 

Forsman, Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson – 7.  Absent:  None. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who serve and protect our safety at 

home and those who protect our freedom, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Chair Nelson introduced Mary Anderson with the Planning Department, Virginia, MN, as the 

Customer Service Award recipient. The following individuals recognized Mary Anderson’s 

commitment to excellence in customer service:  Chair of the Planning Commissioner Jack 

Huhta; Director of Planning and Community Development Barb Hayden and Audra Lenzen, 

Sheriff’s Office.  Ms. Anderson thanked the board for the recognition.  An award was 

presented and photos were taken. 

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to citizens who wished to address the board, and no one 

came forth.  

Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to approve the consent 

agenda. At the request of Commissioner Jewell, item 26 - Appointment of the Special Board 

of Appeals and Equalization was removed from consent for separate consideration. The 

reminder of the consent agenda passed; seven yeas, zero nays. 

Commissioner Jewell, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, moved to approve the 

appointment of the Special Board of Appeal and Equalization. Commissioner Jewell 

announced the members and the commissioner districts they represent, as follows: John 

Vigen, Duluth-District 1; Lee Conradi, Duluth-District 2; Kevin O’Brien, Duluth-District 3; 

Leonard Cersine, Ely-District 4; William Clements, Rice Lake Township- District 5; Dawn 

Cole, Fayal Township-District 6; and Frank Bigelow, Hibbing-District 7. Commissioner 

Sweeney said the board has the option to appoint someone to represent them and the 

individuals appointed are very knowledgeable in real estate and appraisals; seven yeas, zero 

nays.  Resolution No. 12-254. 

The following board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

board meeting: 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Anne M. Busche, Director of Public Health & Human 

Services, submitting Board Letter No. 12-163, Appointments to the Public Health and Human 

Services Advisory Committee.—59456 
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Kevin Gray, County Administrator, Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, and Mark Rubin, 

County Attorney, submitting Board Letter No. 12-160, Establish Public Hearing to Consider 

Allegations of Liquor Law Violations – Northland Lodge (Leiding Township).—59457 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, and Mark Rubin, 

County Attorney, submitting Board Letter No. 12-161, Establish Public Hearing to Consider 

Allegations of Liquor Law Violations – Polley’s Resort (Unorganized Township 63-17).—

59458 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, and Mark Rubin, 

County Attorney, submitting Board Letter No. 12-162, Establish Public Hearing to Consider 

Allegations of Liquor Law Violations – Portage Inn (Portage Township).—59459 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, Mark Monacelli, Director of Public Records & Property 

Valuation, submitting Board Letter No. 12-169, Appointment of 2012 Special Board of 

Appeal and Equalization.—59460 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, James Gottschald, Director of Human Resources, and 

Ross Litman, Sheriff, submitting Board Letter No. 12-171, New Job Class – Lead Electronic 

Systems Technician.—59461 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and DSGW Architects 

for Jail Energy Upgrade – Phase II – Roof Replacement and Solar Hot Water.—12-254 

 

Project Contract No. 5013 between the County of St. Louis and Future Forests, Inc., Askov, 

MN, for Broadcast Application of Herbicides for tree plantation site preparation and release of 

existing conifer plantations during the summer of 2012.—12-255 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14960, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Human Development Center for Mental Health – Targeted Case 

Management (MH-TCM) for Adults.—12-256 

 

Lease No. 1915 between St. Louis County and State of Minnesota, Department of 

Administration, for leased office space known as Suite L-100 in the Hibbing Annex, 1814 14th 

Avenue East, Hibbing, MN, for five years commencing May 1, 2012, through April 30, 

2017.—12-257 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14975, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota (Bethany Crisis Shelter – 

Supervised Visitation Program) for court-related services and activities and mileage during the 

period January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012.—12-258 

 

Grant Agreement, Contract No. 20970, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and the City of Duluth for Statewide Minnesota Family Investment Program 

(MFIP) Employment Services and Diversionary Work Program Services (DWP) during the 

period January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012.—12-259 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14962, between the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners and Wesley Residence of Duluth, Inc.—12-260 

 

Addendum to Purchase Agreement, Contract No. 14570D, between the St. Louis County 

Board of Commissioners and Wesley Residence, Inc.—12-261 
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Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No. 51004, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Wesley Residence of Duluth, Inc.—12-262 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14930, between the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners and Christy M. Martin, RN.—12-263 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No. 50986, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Hillcrest Oaks.—12-264 

 

Grant Agreement, Contract No. 20976, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Fond du Lac Reservation Business Committee for Family Group Decision 

Making (FGDM).—12-265 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14980, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Fond du Lac Reservation for Families First Family-Based Crisis 

Services.—12-266 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Raukar, resolutions 

numbered 12-222 through 12-253 and 12-255 through 12-257, as submitted to the board on 

the consent agenda, were unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER O’NEIL: 

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Health and Human Services (PHHS) has contracted 

with KidsPeace Mesabi Academy since 2008 to provide youth residential services on behalf of 

the county, and to serve as lead/host county so vendors from other counties may purchase 

services from the agency; and  

WHEREAS, Mesabi Academy has requested an addendum to the current agreement in order 

to add two new programs; and 

WHEREAS, PHHS wishes to amend its CY 2012 residential contract agreement with 

KidsPeace Mesabi Academy to add those two new programs.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an 

addendum to the CY 2012 contract with Mesabi Academy to purchase:  

1. 3-7 month Chemical Dependency (CD) Residential Program services at a rate of $222 

per day, and  

2. 9-15 day High-Impact, Short-Term Secure Program services designed for adjudicated 

youth who need to interrupt their cycle of delinquency; those served will be delinquent 

and non-delinquent males ages 12-17 with an IQ of 50-65 who exhibit aggression 

towards others, have a need for a highly structured setting, and require assistance with 

daily living skills.  The rate is a flat fee of $2,200 per treatment stay. 

Payment for both programs payable from: 

 Fund   230 Social Services 

 Agency  232008 Children’s Services 

 Expense Object 601200 Out-of-Home Placement 

Adopted May 1, 2012.  No. 12-222 

 

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Health and Human Services (PHHS) wishes to contract 

with the Human Development Center, Duluth Institute for Psychological Health, and 

Arrowhead Psychological Clinic to provide Forensic Psychological Services on behalf of the 

county; and 

WHEREAS, PHHS wishes to ensure Children in Need of Protection and Services will have 

mental health needs addressed and recommendations presented for delinquency proceedings, 

permanency planning and termination of parental rights hearings; and 
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WHEREAS, the Human Development Center, Duluth Institute for Psychological Health, and 

Arrowhead Psychological Clinic are able and willing to provide these services. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes 

professional service agreements with the Human Development Center, Duluth Institute for 

Psychological Health, and Arrowhead Psychological Clinic for Forensic Psychological 

Services for the period January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012, at a cost of $650 per 

evaluation for up to a potential of 100 forensic evaluations which may be needed at any time 

during CY 2012 ($65,000 maximum for all three providers combined). 

Payment for these agreements payable from: 

  Fund   230  Social Services  

 Agency   232008  Children’s Services 

Expense Object  602000  Other Children’s Services 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-223 

 

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Public Health and Human Services (PHHS) Advisory 

Committee is to seek input about the PHHS delivery system and make recommendations to 

the St. Louis County Board and the PHHS Department relative to the service needs of the 

community; and  

WHEREAS, two applications to the committee were recently received for Commissioner 

Jewell’s 1st District.  The candidates are Eric Elmquist and Amber Madoll; and 

WHEREAS, there are currently three other vacancies, two in Commissioner Sweeney’s 5th 

District and one in Commissioner Dahlberg’s 3rd District.    

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

appointment of Eric Elmquist and Amber Madoll, both of Duluth, MN, to the PHHS Advisory 

Committee as representatives of Commissioner Jewell’s 1st District.    

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the Clerk of the Board to 

advertise county wide in order to maintain a list of persons interested in membership on the 

Advisory Board, with the specific intent of filling two openings in Commissioner Sweeney’s 

5th District, and one opening in Commissioner Dahlberg’s 3rd District, with a closing date of 

June 1, 2012, according to the Committee Appointment Policy.  

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-224 

 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.241 provides that state tax forfeited land may be repurchased 

by the previous owners subject to payment of delinquent taxes and assessments, with 

penalties, costs, and interest; and 

WHEREAS, the applicant, Sylvia Lehrke of Virginia, MN, has applied to repurchase state tax 

forfeited land legally described as:  

TOWN OF WUORI 

BEGINNING AT SW CORNER OF SE 1/4 OF SE 1/4 RUNNING THENCE N 417 

3/12 FT THENCE E 208 7/12 FT THENCE S 417 3/12 FT THENCE W 208 7/12 FT 

TO POINT OF BEGINNING                               

SEC 3 TWP 59 RGE 17 

PARCEL: 580-0010-00590 

WHEREAS, the applicant was the owner of record at the time of forfeiture and is eligible to 

repurchase the property; and 

WHEREAS, approving the repurchase will correct undue hardship and promote the use of 

lands that will best serve the public interest. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

repurchase application by Sylvia Lehrke of Virginia, MN, on file in County Board File No. 

59398, subject to payments including total taxes and assessments of $669.21, service fee of 

$114, deed tax of $2.21, deed fee of $25, and recording fee of $46; for a total of $856.42, to 

be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-225 
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WHEREAS, on February 7, 2012, the St. Louis County Board renewed its participation in the 

Voyageurs National Park Clean Waters Joint Powers Agreement with Koochiching County to 

seek federal, state, and other financial assistance to plan, develop, construct and manage a 

comprehensive wastewater treatment system for the property within and adjacent to 

Voyageurs National Park in both Koochiching County and St. Louis County; and 

WHEREAS, additional funding for engineering services will be split equally by St. Louis 

County and Koochiching County, each contributing $25,000; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County is designated as the fiscal agent for the Voyageurs National 

Park Clean Waters Joint Powers Agreement with the County Auditor to accept and disburse 

funds on behalf of the Joint Powers Board. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into a contract with Short, Elliot, Hendrickson, Inc., on 

behalf of the Voyageurs National Park Clean Waters Joint Powers Board for additional 

engineering services for a total contract price of $50,000, with $25,000 payable from Fund 

500, Agency 500001, Object 629900 (Shoreline Sales Trust). 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the cost of the contracted services will be divided equally 

between St. Louis and Koochiching Counties, with Koochiching County contributing $25,000. 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-226 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Public Works Department has been approached by the 

Stone Ridge Road Association, Inc., a non-profit corporation pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 

Chapter 317 and representing several owners of property located in Sections 11 and 14, 

Township 63 North, Range 17 West (Greenwood and Unorganized Township 63-17), to apply 

to the State of Minnesota for a roadway right of way easement over State Trust Land; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota can only grant easements over school trust land to 

governmental entities; and 

WHEREAS, the Stone Ridge Road Association, Inc., will be solely responsible for the road 

construction, improvements, and ongoing maintenance necessary to conform to Minnesota 

Department of Natural Resources Standards as contained in the Right of Way Easement to be 

issued by the State of Minnesota.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the State of Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources is requested to provide St. Louis County with easement across the following 

described property: 

A sixty-six foot wide permanent easement for public roadway purposes over, under, and 

across the SE ¼ of the NW ¼, the NE ¼ of the NW ¼, the NW ¼ of the NE ¼, and the 

NE ¼ of the NE ¼ of Section 15, AND the NW ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 14, all in 

Township 63 North, Range 17 West of the Fourth Principal Meridian, more or less, over 

the course of the existing Stone Ridge Forest Road.  A complete centerline description 

of the easement area will be provided by the Stone Ridge Road Association, Inc., when 

the survey of same is completed, prior to formal application for the easement to the State 

of Minnesota.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to execute an agreement with the Stone Ridge Road Association, Inc., and any 

amendments approved by the County Attorney’s Office, for future improvement and 

maintenance expenses of the road and for payments to the Department of Natural Resources 

for the acquisition of this Permanent Road Easement. 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-227 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received for the purchase and application of 460,000 gallons of 

liquid chloride for dust control on gravel roads; and 

WHEREAS, Tri-City Paving, Inc., of Little Falls, Minnesota, provided the low acceptable bid.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award of the contract on the above project to the low bidder, Tri-City Paving, Inc., of Little 
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Falls, Minnesota, for 460,000 gallons of 38% liquid calcium chloride for the bid price of 

$0.798 cents per gallon for a total cost of $367,080.00, payable from Fund 200, Agency 

207001, Object 653400. 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-228 

 

WHEREAS, bids were solicited for the purchase of bituminous materials for use throughout 

St. Louis County; and  

WHEREAS, bids which met specifications were received from five vendors; and 

WHEREAS, bituminous materials are purchased from the vendor with the lowest net cost for 

the product required to each project site; the lowest net cost includes price per ton, proximity 

to the project and transportation costs. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into contracts for the purchase of bituminous materials 

from Mesabi Bituminous, Inc., of Gilbert, MN; Monarch Paving Company of Superior, WI; 

and Northland Constructors of Duluth, LLC, of Duluth, MN, at the prices submitted on Bid 

5015, payable from Fund 200, Agency 201001, Object 651100. 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-229 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has applied to the Minnesota Commissioner of Transportation 

for a grant from the Minnesota State Transportation Fund for the construction of project SAP 

69-598-040, State Bridge 69J87 on County Road 615 (Salo Road), in Waasa Township; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Transportation has given notice that funding for this bridge 

is available; and 

WHEREAS, the amount of the grant has been determined to be $133,981.07 by reason of the 

low responsible bid of $164,866.44, submitted by Landwehr Construction, Inc., St. Cloud, 

Minnesota. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board agrees to the 

terms and conditions of the grant consistent with Minn. Stat. § 174.50, Subd. 5(3), and will 

pay any additional amount by which the cost exceeds the estimate, and will return to the 

Minnesota State Transportation Fund any amount appropriated for the bridge but not required. 

 The appropriate county officials are authorized to execute a grant agreement with the 

Minnesota Commissioner of Transportation concerning the above-referenced grant. 

 Fund 29 Bridge Bond Funds $133,981.07  

 SLC State Aid Funds    $30,885.37 

 Total Project:  $164,866.44 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-230 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has applied to the Minnesota Commissioner of Transportation 

for a grant from the Minnesota State Transportation Fund for the construction of project SAP 

69-609-037, State Bridge 88156 on County State Aid Highway 9 (4th Street), in Duluth, MN; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Transportation has given notice that funding for this bridge 

is available; and 

WHEREAS, the amount of the grant has been determined to be $235,293.80 by reason of the 

low responsible bid of $352,884.00, submitted by Hovland, Inc., Hermantown, MN. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board agrees to the 

terms and conditions of the grant consistent with Minn. Stat. § 174.50, Subd. 5(3), and will 

pay any additional amount by which the cost exceeds the estimate, and will return to the 

Minnesota State Transportation Fund any amount appropriated for the bridge but not required. 

 The appropriate county officials are authorized to execute a grant agreement with the 

Minnesota Commissioner of Transportation concerning the above-referenced grant. 

 Fund 29 Bridge Bond Funds $235,293.80  

 SLC State Aid Funds  $117,590.20 
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 Total Project:  $352,884.00 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-231 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has applied to the Minnesota Commissioner of Transportation 

for a grant from the Minnesota State Transportation Fund for the construction of project SAP 

69-675-005, State Bridge 69A03 on County State Aid Highway 75 (Greaney Road) in 

Unorganized Twp. 63-21; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Transportation has given notice that funding for this bridge 

is available; and 

WHEREAS, the amount of the grant has been determined to be $330,470.70 by reason of the 

low responsible bid of $667,876.00 submitted by Redstone Construction Co., Inc., Mora, 

Minnesota. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board agrees to the 

terms and conditions of the grant consistent with Minn. Stat. § 174.50, Subd. 5(3), and will 

pay any additional amount by which the cost exceeds the estimate, and will return to the 

Minnesota State Transportation Fund any amount appropriated for the bridge but not required. 

 The appropriate county officials are authorized to execute a grant agreement with the 

Minnesota Commissioner of Transportation concerning the above-referenced grant. 

 Fund 29 Bridge Bond Funds $330,470.70  

 SLC State Aid Funds  $337,405.30 

 Total Project:  $667,876.00 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-232 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an agreement, and any amendments 

approved by the County Attorney, with Lake County where Lake County will pay its share for 

items listed in the Schedule of Prices in the Proposal/Plan Package and Plan described as MP 

97047, Maintenance Striping 2012, with the funds to be receipted into Fund 200, Agency 

207001, Object 551508. 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-233 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an agreement, and any amendments 

approved by the County Attorney, with the City of Eveleth where the city will pay its share for 

items listed in the Schedule of Prices in the Proposal/Plan Package and Plan described as MP 

97047, Maintenance Striping 2012, with the funds to be receipted into Fund 200, Agency 

207001, Object 551519. 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-234 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an agreement, and any amendments 

approved by the County Attorney, with the City of Virginia where the city will pay its share 

for items listed in the Schedule of Prices in the Proposal/Plan Package and Plan described as 

MP 97047, Maintenance Striping 2012, with the funds to be receipted into Fund 200, Agency 

207001, Object 551505. 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-235 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

SAP 69-609-037, CP 8579, Bridge 915 located on CSAH 9 (Fourth Street) between 13th 

and 15th Ave. East, in Duluth, MN; and 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, at 10:00 a.m. 

on April 12, 2012, and Hovland, Inc., Hermantown, MN, provided the lowest responsible bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the lowest bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT  

Hovland, Inc.  4177 Thunderchief Lane $352,884.00 
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   Hermantown, MN  55811 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from: 

Fund 220, Agency 220222, Object 652700 (Fund 29 Bridge Bond Funds): $235,293.80 

Fund 220, Agency 220222, Object 652700 (SLC State Aid Funds):  $117,590.20 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-236 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

SAP 69-675-005, CP 117648, Bridge 714 located on CSAH 75 – Unorganized 

Township 63-21, south of Greaney, MN; and 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, at 10:00 a.m. 

on April 12, 2012, and Redstone Construction Co., Inc., Mora, Minnesota, provided the lowest 

responsible bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the lowest bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT   

Redstone Construction   P.O. Box 218  $667,876.00 

Co., Inc.   Mora, MN  55051 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from: 

Fund 220, Agency 220269, Object 652700 (Fund 29 Bridge Bond Funds): $330,470.70 

Fund 220, Agency 220269, Object 652700 (SLC State Aid Funds):  $337,405.30 

With additional revenue budgeted for expense: 

Fund 220, Agency 220001, Rev. Object 530401 (Fund 29 Bridge Bond) $330,470.70 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-237 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

SAP 69-598-040, CP 128460, Bridge 518 located on CR 615 over Spring Ridge Creek, 

Waasa Township; and 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, at 10:00 a.m. 

on April 12, 2012, and Landwehr Construction, Inc., St. Cloud, Minnesota, provided the 

lowest responsible bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the lowest bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT  

Landwehr Construction, Inc. P.O. Box 1086  $164,866.44 

   St. Cloud, MN  56302 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that Fund 29 Bridge Bond funds in the amount of $133,981.07 are 

reserved for this project.  The balance of SLC local funding in the amount of $30,885.37 shall 

be transferred from Fund 200, Agency 203264, Object 697701 to Fund 220, Agency 220276, 

Object 590700. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from: 

Fund 220, Agency 220276, Object 652700 (Fund 29 Bridge Bond Funds): $133,981.07 

Fund 220, Agency 220276, Object 652700 (SLC Local Funds):  $  30,885.37 

With additional revenue budgeted for expense: 

Fund 220, Agency 220001, Object 530401 (Fund 29 Bridge Bond)  $133,981.07 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-238 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following combined 
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projects: 

SAP 69-600-035, CP 8281 (low):  located on CR 275 (Island Lake Dam Rd.) from 

CSAH 48 (Fish Lake Rd.) to MN Power Boat Launch Parking Lot; and 

MP 294-1022:  located on CR 294 (West Pioneer Rd.) from CSAH 43 (Emerson Rd.) to 

an end point 2684’ East; and 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, on April 19, 

2012, with Ulland Brothers, Inc., Cloquet, Minnesota, providing the low responsible bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the low bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT  

Ulland Brothers, Inc.  P.O. Box 340  $522,212.77 

   Cloquet, MN  55720 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that State Park Road Account funds in the amount of $250,000.00 

are reserved for this project and any funding required in excess of State Park Road Account 

funds shall be transferred from Fund 200, Agency 203265, Object 697701 to Fund 220, 

Agency 220141, Object 590701.   

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from: 

SAP 69-600-035:  Fund 220, Agency 220141, Object 652700  $311,528.67 

With additional revenue budgeted for expense: 

Minnesota Power:   Fund 220, Agency 220141, Rev. Object 583100  $  98,833.71 

MP 294-1022:  Fund 200, Agency 203143, Object 652800  $111,850.39 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-239 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

MP 74-1481 located on CSAH 74 from Township Rd. 8135 to Trunk Hwy. 53; and 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, on April 19, 

2012, with KGM Contractors, Inc., Angora, Minnesota, providing the low responsible bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the low bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT  

KGM Contractors, Inc. P.O. Box 7   $1,277,538.24 

   Angora, MN  55703 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from Fund 200, Agency 

203074, Object 652800. 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-240 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

MP 629-1487 located on CR 629 from CSAH 132 to 2.1 miles NE at Gilbert City 

Limits; and 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, on April 19, 

2012, with KGM Contractors, Inc., Angora, MN, providing the low responsible bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the low bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT   

KGM Contractors, Inc. P.O. Box 7   $837,943.41 

   Angora, MN  55703 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from Fund 200, Agency 
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203263, Object 652800. 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-241 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

MP 97048 North Crushing 2012 located at five selected sites in Northern St. Louis 

County; and 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, on April 19, 

2012, with Hammerlund Construction, Inc., Grand Rapids, MN, providing the low responsible 

bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the low bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT  

Hammerlund Construction, Inc. 3201 W. Hwy. 2  $263,500.00 

   Grand Rapids, MN  55744 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that Unorganized Township funds in the amount of $73,400.00 shall 

be transferred from Fund 210, Agency 210042, Object 697703 to Fund 200, Agency 201071, 

Object 590703. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from Fund 200, Agency 

201071, Object 650200. 

With additional revenue budgeted for expense: 

SLC Land & Minerals Dept.:  Fund 200, Agency 201071, Rev. Obj. 553022    $42,900.00 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-242 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the applications for abatements, 

correction of assessed valuations and taxes plus penalty and interest, and any additional 

accrual, identified in County Board File No. 59401. 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-243 

 

WHEREAS, the information technology storage area network systems occasionally need to be 

upgraded to adequately support the technology needs of the county.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

purchase of upgraded storage area network hardware and software from Datalink Corporation, 

a Minnesota company under the Western States Contracting Alliance (WSCA) agreement, at 

the quoted price of $258,127.00 plus Minnesota sales tax of $17,746.23 payable from Fund 

100, Agency 117101, Object 665300. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Board authorizes the purchase of associated ongoing 

maintenance and support at a total cost of $54,100 for the next three years. 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-244 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of Minn. Stat. Section 340A, as amended, and 

Rules and Regulations adopted by this Board under St. Louis County Ordinance No. 28, dated 

May 22, 1978, as amended, the following application for 3.2 percent malt liquor license is 

hereby approved, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County Board File 

No. 59452: 

Miner’s, Incorporated d/b/a Super One Foods, Canosia Township, Off-Sale 

3.2 Percent Malt Liquor License No. B12102, new. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the license is approved contingent upon the license holder 

paying real estate or personal property taxes when due. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells the licensed place of business, the 

County Board, at its discretion, may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new 

owner, but without pro-rated refund of the license fee to the license holder. 
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RESOLVED FURTHER, that the license is approved contingent upon Canosia Township 

approval. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the license shall be effective May 1, 2012, through June 30, 

2012. 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-245 

 

RESOLVED, that a public hearing will be held at 9:40 a.m. on Tuesday, May 22, 2012, in the 

City Council Chambers, Hibbing, Minnesota, for the consideration of liquor law violation 

allegations, and, if proven, the suspension or revocation of the liquor licenses issued to Fry & 

Fry, Inc., d/b/a Northland Lodge, Leiding Township, and/or the imposition of civil penalties 

for the violation. 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-246 

 

RESOLVED, that a public hearing will be held at 9:45 a.m. on Tuesday, May 22, 2012, in the 

City Council Chambers, Hibbing, Minnesota, for the consideration of liquor law violation 

allegations, and, if proven, the suspension or revocation of the liquor license issued to Leon 

Polley d/b/a Polley’s Resort, Unorganized Township 63-17, and/or the imposition of civil 

penalties for the violation. 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-247 

 

RESOLVED, that a public hearing will be held at 9:50 a.m. on Tuesday, May 22, 2012, in the 

City Council Chambers, Hibbing, Minnesota, for the consideration of liquor law violation 

allegations, and, if proven, the suspension or revocation of the liquor license issued to 

William/Margaret Rutchasky d/b/a Portage Inn, Portage Township, and/or the imposition of 

civil penalties for the violation. 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-248 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has been allocated volume cap for Qualified Energy 

Conservation Bonds (QECB) within the county in the amount of $2,042,367 under 

Section 54D of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”); and 

WHEREAS, the City of Gilbert qualifies as an eligible issuer under the Code; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Gilbert has requested that the County Board allocate $350,000 of the 

county’s QECB volume cap for purposes of Sections 54A and 54D of the Code, to the City of 

Gilbert; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Gilbert has proposed to use the QECBs for qualified conservation 

purposes, within the meaning of Section 54D of the Code, located within St. Louis County; 

and 

WHEREAS, the City of Gilbert has represented that the use of the proceeds of the QECBs 

will not result in any of these bonds being characterized as private activity bonds under the 

Code; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Gilbert acknowledges that, upon issuance of such bonds, it will 

assume all responsibility for compliance with the requirements under the Code associated with 

the use of the QECB allocation, so that St. Louis County will have no risk nor responsibility 

associated with the use of the QECB allocation.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board, in good faith, 

allocates to the City of Gilbert $350,000 of the county’s Qualified Energy Conservation Bonds 

volume, and designates the City of Gilbert as the issuer of up to $350,000 of Qualified Energy 

Conservation Bonds within the jurisdiction of St. Louis County, including but not limited to 

the authority to issue Qualified Energy Conservation Bonds in a principal amount up to 

$350,000, and the authority to designate the bonds to be issued as Qualified Energy 

Conservation Bonds, all within the meaning and for all purposes of Sections 54A and 54D of 

the Code. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Board authorizes and directs the County Auditor to 
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sign, deliver, or file any documents, agreement, or certificates in connection with the 

designation of City of Gilbert as the issuer of the Qualified Energy Conservation Bonds, as 

may be required by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, the Code, the Treasury 

Regulations promulgated under the Code, and any other applicable statute or regulation as the 

County Auditor deems necessary and appropriate.  

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-249 

 

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Division has prepared bid specifications for new 2012 fleet 

vehicles up to one ton capacity; and 

WHEREAS, bids were received and compared with the State of Minnesota contracts; and 

WHEREAS, two vehicles were priced lower on the State of Minnesota contracts; and  

WHEREAS, local qualifying bids within $300.00 of the State of Minnesota Contract prices 

will be awarded to local bidders; and 

WHEREAS, build-out dates are often announced with short lead times for placing orders; and 

WHEREAS, proposed purchases are based upon the available funds for the purchase of 2012 

fleet vehicles. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Purchasing Division is hereby authorized 

to purchase, in accordance with the specifications of Bid No. 4988, and State of Minnesota 

Contract Releases, 2012 fleet vehicles as follows: 

 

1.0 Four (4) Class III, full-size, four door sedans, with police package, RWD, from Mike 

Motors of Ely, MN, at their low specification bid price of $21,889.00 each delivered to 

Duluth for a total purchase price of $87,556.00, tax exempt, payable from Fund 100, Agency 

129003, Object Code 666100 (automobiles). 

1.1 Seven (7) Class III, full-size, four door sedans, with police package, RWD, from Mike 

Motors of Ely, MN, at their low specification bid price of $21,889.00 each delivered to 

Virginia for a total purchase price of $153,223.00, tax exempt, payable from Fund 100, 

Agency 129003, Object Code 666100 (automobiles). 

2.0 Two (2) Class IIA, mid-size, four door sedans, from Ranger GM of Hibbing, MN, at 

their low specification bid price of $18,514.00 each delivered to Virginia for a total of 

$37,028.00, plus 6.5% State Sales Tax of $1,203.41 per unit, for a total purchase price of 

$39,434.82, payable from Fund 407, Agency 407001, Object Code 666100 (automobiles). 

2.1 Four (4) Class IIA, mid-size, four door sedans, from Ranger GM of Hibbing, MN, at 

their low specification bid price of $18,514.00 each delivered to Duluth for a total of 

$74,056.00, plus 6.5% State Sales Tax of $1,203.41 per unit, for a total purchase price of 

$78,869.64, payable from Fund 715 (County Garage), Agency 715001 (Motor Pool), Object 

Code 666100 (automobiles). 

2.2 Four (4) Class IIA, mid-size, four door sedans, from Ranger GM of Hibbing, MN, at 

their low specification bid price of $18,514.00 each delivered to Virginia for a total of 

$74,056.00, plus 6.5% State Sales Tax of $1,203.41 per unit, for a total purchase price of 

$78,869.64, payable from Fund 715 (County Garage), Agency 715001 (Motor Pool), Object 

Code 666100 (automobiles). 

3.0 Six (6) Class IIA, mid-size, four door sedans, Police Package from Ranger GM of 

Hibbing, MN, at their low specification bid price of $20,545.00 each delivered to Duluth for a 

total of $123,270.00, plus 6.5% State Sales Tax of $1,335.43 per unit, for a total purchase 

price of $131,282.55, payable from Fund 100, Agency 129003, Object Code 666100 

(automobiles). 

3.1 One (1) Class IIA, mid-size, four door sedan, Police Package from Ranger GM of 

Hibbing, MN, at their low specification bid price of $20,545.00 each delivered to Duluth for a 

total of $20,545.00, plus 6.5% State Sales Tax of $1,335.43 per unit, for a total purchase price 

of $21,880.43, payable from Fund 715, Agency 715001, Object Code 666100 (automobiles) 

MOTOR POOL ORDER FOR SHERIFF. 
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4.0 Two (2) 6400 GVWR, full size, standard cab, 2-wheel drive, pickup trucks with long 

box, from Lundgren Motors of Eveleth, MN, at their low specification bid price of 

$16,758.36 each delivered to Duluth for a total of $33,516.72, plus 6.5% State Sales Tax of 

$1,089.29 per unit, for a total purchase price of $35,695.31, payable from Fund 407, Agency 

407001, Object Code 666200 (pickups/vans). 

4.1 Two (4) 6400 GVWR, full size, standard cab, 2-wheel drive, pickup trucks with long 

box, from Lundgren Motors of Eveleth, MN, at their low specification bid price of 

$16,708.36 each delivered to Virginia for a total of $33,416.72, plus 6.5% State Sales Tax of 

$1,086.04 per unit, for a total purchase price of $35,588.81, payable from Fund 407, Agency 

407001, Object Code 666200 (pickups/vans). 

5.0 One (1) 6650 GVWR, full size, extended cab, 2-wheel drive, pickup truck with short 

box, from Lundgren Motors of Eveleth, MN, at their low specification bid price of 

$18,286.36 each delivered to Duluth for a total of $18,286.36, plus 6.5% State Sales Tax of 

$1,188.61 per unit, for a total purchase price of $19,474.94, payable from Fund 407, Agency 

407001, Object Code 666200 (pickups/vans). 

5.1 One (1) 6650 GVWR, full size, extended cab, 2-wheel drive, pickup truck with short 

box, from Lundgren Motors of Eveleth, MN, at their low specification bid price of 

$18,236.36 each delivered to Virginia for a total of $18,236.36, plus 6.5% State Sales Tax of 

$1,185.36 per unit, for a total purchase price of $19,421.72, payable from Fund 407, Agency 

407001, Object Code 666200 (pickups/vans). 

6.0 One (1) 6500 GVWR, full size, extended cab, 4-wheel drive, pickup truck with short 

box, from Mike Motors of Ely, MN, at their low specification bid price of $21,595.00 each 

delivered to Duluth for a total of $21,595.00, plus 6.5% State Sales Tax of $1,403.68 for a 

total purchase price of $22,998.68, payable from Fund 240, Agency 241001, Object Code 

666200 (pickups/vans). 

6.1 Two (2) 6500 GVWR, full size, extended cab, 4-wheel drive, pickup trucks with short 

box, from Mike Motors of Ely, MN, at their low specification bid price of $21,595.00 each 

delivered to Virginia for a total of $43,190.00, plus 6.5% State Sales Tax of $1,403.68 per 

unit, for a total purchase price of $22,998.68, payable from Fund 240, Agency 241001, Object 

Code 666200 (pickups/vans). 

7.0 One (1) 8200 GVWR, full size, crew cab, 2-wheel drive, pickup with long box, from 

Ranger GM of Hibbing, MN, at their low specification bid price of $20,064.00 each 

delivered to Duluth for a total of $20.064.00, plus 6.5% State Sales Tax of $1,323.73 per 

unit, for a total purchase price of $21,688.73, payable from Fund 407, Agency 407001, Object 

Code 666200 (pickups/vans). 

7.1 Two (2) 8200 GVWR, full size, crew cab, 2-wheel drive, pickups with long box, from 

Ranger GM of Hibbing, MN, at their low specification bid price of $20,064.00 each 

delivered to Virginia for a total of $40,730.00, plus 6.5 % State Sales Tax of $1,323.73 per 

unit, for a total purchase price of $43,377.45, payable from Fund 407, Agency 407001, Object 

Code 666200 (pickups/vans). 

8.0 One (1) 6500 GVWR SUV, 4-wheel drive with Special Services Package, from Ranger 

GM of Hibbing, MN, at their low specification bid price of $29,602.00 each delivered to 

Duluth for a total of $29,602.00, tax exempt, for a total purchase price of $29,602.00, payable 

from Fund 100, Agency 129003, Object Code 666200 (pickups/vans). 

9.0 One (1) 6500 GVWR, full size, crew cab, 4-wheel drive, pickup with short box, from 

Mike Motors of Ely, MN, at their low specification bid price of $22,951.00 each delivered to 

Virginia for a total of $22,951.00, plus 6.5 % State Sales Tax of $1,491.82 per unit, for a total 

purchase price of $24,442.82, payable from Fund 600, Agency 600001, Object Code 666200 

(pickups/vans). 

10.0 Six (6) 6500 GVWR,  crew cab, 4-wheel drive, pickups with special services package, 

from Mike Motors of Ely, MN, at their low specification bid price of $23,683.00 each 

delivered to Duluth for a total of $142,098.00, tax exempt, for a total purchase price of 
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$142,098.00, payable from Fund 100, Agency 129003, Object Code 666200 (pickups/vans). 

11.0 One (1) Seven passenger van with extended body, from Dodge of Burnsville, 

Burnsville, MN, at the state contract price of $21,085.00 each delivered to Duluth for a total of 

$21,085.00, plus 6.5% State Sales Tax of $1,587.58, for a total purchase price of $22,455.53, 

payable from Fund 715 (County Garage), Agency 715001 (Motor Pool), Object Code 666200 

(pickups/vans). 

12.0 One (1) 9300 GVWR full size passenger van from Thane Hawkins Polar Chevrolet, 

of White Bear Lake, MN, at the state contract price of $24,424.36 each delivered to Virginia 

for a total of $24,424.36, plus 6.5% State Sales Tax of $1,587.58, for a total purchase price of 

$26,011.94, payable from Fund 470, Agency 407001, Object Code 666200 (pickups/vans). 

13.0 One (1) 6500 GVWR SUV, 4-wheel drive, from Lundgren Motors of Eveleth, MN, at 

their low specification bid price of $27,913.70 each delivered to Duluth for a total of 

$27,913.70, plus 6.5% State Sales Tax of $1,814.39, for a total purchase price of $29,728.09, 

payable from Fund 240, Agency 241001, Object Code 666200 (pickups/vans). 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-250 

 

RESOLVED, that the workers’ compensation report of claims by employees for work-related 

injuries, dated April 20, 2012, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County 

Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from Fund 730, Agency 

730001. 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-251 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 340A, as 

amended, and Rules and Regulations adopted by this Board under St. Louis County Ordinance 

No. 28, dated May 22, 1978, as amended, the following application for 3.2 percent malt liquor 

license is hereby approved, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County 

Board File No. 59452: 

Ely Golf Club, Inc., d/b/a Ely Golf Club, Inc., Morse Township, On/Off-Sale 3.2 

Percent Malt Liquor License No. B13103, change of board members. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent upon the license holder 

paying real estate or personal property taxes when due. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells the licensed place of business, the 

County Board, at its discretion, may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new 

owner, but without pro-rated refund of the license fee to the license holder. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license shall be effective through June 30, 2013. 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-252 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 340A, as 

amended, and Rules and Regulations adopted by this Board under St. Louis County Ordinance 

No. 28, dated May 22, 1978, as amended, the following application for an intoxicating liquor 

license is hereby approved, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County 

Board File No. 59385: 

Eshquaguma Club, Inc., d/b/a Eshquaguma Club, Biwabik Township, Club 

On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License No. CL134 and Sunday Club On-Sale 

Intoxicating Liquor License No. CLS134, change of board members. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent upon license holder paying 

real estate or personal property taxes when due. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells their licensed place of business, 

the County Board, at its discretion, may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new 

owner, but without pro-rated refund of the license fees to the license holder. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license shall be effective through June 30, 2013. 

Adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-253 



PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

136 

 

 

BY COMMISSIONER JEWELL: 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 274.13 requires that the county commissioners constitute a County 

Board of Appeal and Equalization each year to hear complaints of taxpayers and review 

assessments of real and personal property throughout the county; and  

WHEREAS, the statute empowers the County Board of Appeal and Equalization to appoint a 

Special Board of Appeal and Equalization to which it may delegate all powers and duties of 

the County Board of Appeal and Equalization; and  

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board, having reviewed the matter, determines it is in the 

public interest to appoint said Special Board.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board appoints the 

following individuals to serve as the Special Board of Appeal and Equalization for Assessment 

Year 2012:  

 John Vigen, Duluth   Commissioner District #1 

 Lee Conradi, Duluth    Commissioner District #2 

 Kevin O’Brien, Duluth   Commissioner District #3 

 Leonard Cersine, Ely    Commissioner District #4 

 William Clements, Town of Rice Lake  Commissioner District #5 

 Dawn Cole, Town of Fayal   Commissioner District #6 

 Frank Bigelow, City of Hibbing   Commissioner District #7 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Special Board of Appeal and Equalization is:  

 Delegated all powers and duties of the County Board of Appeal and Equalization; 

 To report the results of its deliberations back to the St. Louis County Board in the form 

of minutes kept by the Clerk of the County Board; 

 Directed to hold at least one meeting day in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, 

Minnesota, and one day at the Northland Office Center, Virginia, Minnesota; 

 To be compensated at the rate of $200 per meeting day (payable from Assessor's 

Department Fund 100,  Agency 118001, Object 635300 - Non-employee fees) and be 

reimbursed for mileage and expenses at the current county rate (from Assessor's 

Department Fund 100, Agency 118001, Object 635500 - Non-employee travel); 

 Directed to convene at 10:00 AM, June 19, 2012, in the County Board Room, St. Louis 

County Courthouse, Duluth, MN.  

Unanimously adopted May 1, 2012. No. 12-254 

 

At 9:57 a.m., May 1, 2012, Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, 

moved to adjourn; seven yeas, zero nays.  

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor)  
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON MAY 8, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 8th day 

of May, 2012, at 9:40 a.m., in the County Board Room, Duluth, Minnesota, with the following 

members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris Dahlberg, Mike 

Forsman, Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson – 7.  Absent:  None. 

 

The meeting opened with a Recognition Ceremony for Retirees and Employees with 25, 30, 

35 and 40+ Years of Service. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who serve and protect our safety at 

home and those who protect our freedom, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

At 10:11 a.m. a public hearing was conducted pursuant to Resolution No. 12-195, adopted 

April 10, 2012, to receive citizen comments on the Fiscal Year (FY) 2011 and FY 2012 

Action Plan Amendments for the Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) Program. Planning and 

Community Development Director Barb Hayden made the initial presentation and said 

amendments to the plan are needed which requires a 30 day public comment period and a 

public hearing. The FY 2011-FY 2012 Action Plans include the St. Louis County Housing and 

Urban Development (HUD) entitlements for the Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG), HOME Investment Partnerships Program, and the Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) 

Program. Director Hayden recommended the board approve the requested action. Chair 

Nelson opened the meeting for citizen comment and no one came forth. At 10:16 a.m. 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Jewell, moved to close the public 

hearing; seven yeas, zero nays. Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Jewell, 

moved to approve the FY 2011 and FY 2012 ESG Plan Amendments. Commissioner O’Neil 

commented on the benefits received from ESG dollars, noting the goal is not only to reduce 

homelessness, but also to prevent it; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-268. 

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to citizens who wished to address the board, and no one 

came forth.  

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Jewell, moved to approve the consent 

agenda. At the request of Commissioner Jewell, item 9, appointment to the Planning 

Commission, was removed from consent for separate consideration. The reminder of the 

consent agenda passed; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, moved to award a bid to 

Redstone Construction Co., Inc., Mora, MN in the amount of $1,989,858.05 for bituminous 

paving, culverts, guardrail, and Bridge N. 69A04 located in Highway 7, Industrial Township; 

seven yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-269. 

 

Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner Forsman and Commissioner Sweeney, 

moved to approve a replacement resolution approving an agreement for the operation of the St. 

Louis County Heritage and Arts Center (Depot). Commissioner Raukar said the changes 

include awarding the contact to Oneida Realty, and several changes providing clarification, 

including changing “subsidy” to “level of support”, and changing the term to 4.5 years. In 

response to a question from Commissioner Dahlberg, Assistant County Attorney Tim Lee said 

the Request for Proposal specified a five-year duration and he does not recommend changing 

the period. Assistant County Attorney Lee said the board can accept the five year term or 
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reject all proposals and re-let the proposal with a new term. Commissioner Raukar said he was 

fine with the five year term and the supporters agreed. After lengthy discussion, 

Commissioner Jewell moved an amendment to the resolution that the contract will include 

creation of a local advisory board, supported by Commissioner O’Neil. 

 

The County Board recessed from 11:22 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

 

Commissioner Jewell said during the break he learned that the appointment of a local advisory 

board is part of the RFP and withdrew his amendment. The motion to approve the resolution 

with changes noted passed; six yeas, one nay (Commissioner Jewell). Resolution No. 12-270. 

 

Commissioner, Raukar, supported by Commissioner Jewell, moved to suspend the rules to 

approve the purchase of office furniture for the Virginia Courthouse Addition; seven yeas, 

zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Nelson, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to approve the purchase of 

office furniture from Northern Business Products, Hibbing, MN, in the amount of 

$138,097.35 for the Virginia Courthouse Addition. Administrator Kevin Gray said the project 

is moving ahead of schedule and furniture will be needed sooner than originally expected. The 

motion passed; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-271. 

 

Commissioner Jewell, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to approve the 

appointment of a representative to the St. Louis County Planning Commission.  

 

At 11:33 Commissioner Sweeney left the board meeting.  

 

Commissioner Jewell said he pulled this for discussion to let the public know the county is 

seeking applicants for the Planning Commission, and there is a need of representation from 

the townships surrounding the Duluth area, however all applicants will be considered; six 

yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-267. 

 

The following Board and Contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

board meeting: 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner, Land and 

Minerals Department, submitting Board Letter No. 12-174, Public Sale of State Tax Forfeited 

Lands on June 14, 2012.—59462 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting Board 

Letter No. 12-178, Amendment to Federal Railroad Administration Grant Contract between 

MnDOT and St. Louis County – Rail Alliance Environmental Study.—59463 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Barbara Hayden, Director of Planning and 

Community Development, submitting Board Letter No. 12-181, Advertising for Applicants to 

the St. Louis County Planning Commission.—59464 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Tony Mancuso, Director of Property Management, 

submitting Board Letter No. 12-180, St. Louis County Heritage & Harts Center Strategic 

Direction, Property Management and Operation/Administration Contract.—59465 

 

Employee Retiree and Longevity Recognition Program.—59466 
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Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Stark Enterprises, 

LLC, for Duluth Motor Pool Rain Water Collection System.—12-267 

 

Amendment No. 1 to Agreement Damion No. 2010-5840 between St. Louis County and Booz 

Allen Hamilton for Maximo Upgrade for the Public Works Department extending the term of 

the contract thru June 30, 2012, and for compensation for an additional 100 hours of support 

at the current rate of $159.60 per hour.—12-268 

 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and KGM 

Contractors, Inc., Angora, Minnesota, for aggregate base, aggregate stabilization, and calcium 

chloride for MP 148958, North Gravel Road Improvement Program (GRIP).—12-269 

 

Roadway Improvement Agreement between St. Louis County and the Town of Greenwood to 

construct a pedestrian trail on County Road No. 29 (Moccasin Point Road) MP 929-151188.—

12-270 

 

Agreement between St. Louis County and Lake County for Edgeline Rumble Strips and 

Edgeline Striping (SP 088-070-016).—12-271 

 

Grant Agreement, Contract No. 20966, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Lutheran Social Services (Bethany Crisis Nursery) for social services 

during the period January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012.—12-272 

 

Amendment No. 1 to Grant Contract 96000000346 from the State of Minnesota, 

Commissioner of Public Safety, Division of Emergency Communication Network, extending 

the expiration date to June 30, 2013, for the Allied Radio Matrix for Emergency Response 

(ARMER) system.—12-273 

 

St. Louis County On-line Software Subscriber Agreement between the County of St. Louis 

and Angi Notary Signing Services.—12-274 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Jewell, resolutions 

numbered 12-258 through 12-266, as submitted to this Board on the consent agenda, were 

unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSINER SWEENEY: 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of April 24, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted May 8, 2012. No. 12-258 

 

WHEREAS, the contract with James Boldrey of Britt, MN, for the purchase of state tax 

forfeited land is in default for nonpayment of taxes and installments; and  

WHEREAS, the purchaser was properly served with Notice of Cancellation of Contract by 

civil process and has failed to cure the default for lands legally described as: 

TOWN OF GREENWOOD 

LOTS 22, 23 and LOT 28, BLOCK 5                      

VERMILLION GROVE 

Parcel Codes: 387-0430-02220, 02280       

C22090120           

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §§ 282.04, Subd. 2(d), and 504B.271 authorize the County Auditor 

to dispose of abandoned personal property; and          

WHEREAS, the previous owner(s) of the property will be notified by posting of property or by 

mail.       
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

cancellation of contract for the purchase of state tax forfeited land described above, according 

to the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 5, and Minn. Stat. § 282.40, and according to 

the procedures of Minn. Stat. § 559.21. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Auditor is authorized to dispose of abandoned 

personal property from the above described state tax forfeited property.  

Adopted May 8, 2012. No. 12-259 

 

WHEREAS, the contract with Trinh Kiet Duong of Duluth, MN, for the repurchase of state 

tax forfeited land is in default for nonpayment of taxes and/or installments and/or failure to 

provide proof of insurance; and  

WHEREAS, the purchaser was properly served with Notice of Cancellation of Contract by 

civil process and has failed to cure the default for lands legally described as: 

CITY OF DULUTH 

LOT: 08 BLOCK: 004   

MACFARLANES GRASSY POINT ADD TO DULUTH  

Parcel Code: 010-3140-00780 

C22100056           

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §§ 282.04, Subd. 2(d), and 504B.271 authorize the County Auditor 

to dispose of abandoned personal property; and           

WHEREAS, the previous owner(s) of the property will be notified by posting of the property 

or by mail.      

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

cancellation of contract for the repurchase of state tax forfeited land described above, 

according to the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 5, and Minn. Stat. § 282.40, and 

according to the procedures of Minn. Stat. § 559.21. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Auditor is authorized to dispose of 

abandoned personal property from the above described state tax forfeited property.  

Adopted May 8, 2012. No. 12-260 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board desires to offer for sale, as recommended by the 

Land Commissioner, certain parcels of land that have forfeited to the State of Minnesota for 

non-payment of taxes; and 

WHEREAS, the parcels of land as described in County Board File No. 59462 have been 

classified as non-conservation land as provided for in Minn. Stat. Chapter 282.01; and 

WHEREAS, these parcels of land are not withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 

85.012, 92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8, and 282.018, and other statutes that require the withholding 

of state tax forfeited lands from sale; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Natural Resources has approved the sale of these lands, as 

required by Minn. Stat. Chapter 282. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

County Auditor to offer these lands at public sale for not less than the basic sale price in 

accordance with terms set forth in the Land and Minerals Department policy, and in a manner 

provided for by law on Thursday, June 14, 2012, at 10:00 a.m. at the Depot, 506 W. Michigan 

Street, Duluth, MN.  Funds from the land sale are to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited 

Tax Fund). 

Adopted May 8, 2012. No. 12-261 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Hibbing has requested to purchase the following described state tax 

forfeited land for the appraised value of $3,200, plus fees and expenses, for the purpose of 

economic development: 

Legal: LOTS 17 AND 18, BLOCK 10, BROOKLYN C OF HIBBING 

City: Hibbing 
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Parcel Code: 140-0050-01550 

Acres: 0.14 

LDKEY: 35179 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1(a), authorizes the sale of state tax forfeited land to 

an organized governmental subdivision for any public purpose for which the subdivision is 

authorized to acquire property; and 

WHEREAS, this parcel of land has not been withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 

82.012, 92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8, and 282.018, and other statutes that require the withholding 

of state tax forfeited lands from sale; and 

WHEREAS, this parcel of land has been classified as non-conservation land pursuant to 

Minnesota Statutes § 282.01. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the sale 

of the state tax forfeited land, as described, to the City of Hibbing for the appraised value of 

$3,200 plus the following fees: 3% assurance fee of $96, deed fee of $25, deed tax of $10.56, 

recording fee of $46, and administration fee of $150; for a total of $3,527.56 to be deposited 

into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Auditor shall offer for sale at public 

auction the state tax forfeited land described here if the City of Hibbing does not purchase the 

land by July 31, 2012. 

Adopted May 8, 2012. No. 12-262 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

MP 97045 Central Crushing 2012 located at five selected sites in Central St. Louis 

County; and 

WHEREAS, bids were opened on April 26, 2012, and Hammerlund Construction, Inc., of 

Grand Rapids, MN provided the low qualifying bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the low bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT  

Hammerlund Construction, Inc. 3201 W. Hwy. 2  $512,000.00 

   Grand Rapids, MN  55744 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from: 

Fund 200, Agency 201072, Object 650200 (Crushing):$489,400.00 

Fund 200, Agency 201072, Object 652805 (Gravel Road Investment Program):$  22,600.00 

With additional revenue budgeted for expense: 

SLC Land Dept.:  Fund 200, Agency 201072, Rev. Obj. 553022  $  72,450.00 

Town of White:  Fund 200, Agency 201072, Rev. Obj. 551520  $120,300.00 

Toivola Township:  Fund 200, Agency 201072, Rev. Obj. 551573  $    3,248.00 

Biwabik Township:  Fund 200, Agency 201072, Rev. Obj. 551562  $  12,882.00 

Meadowlands Township:  Fund 200, Agency 201072, Rev. Obj. 551566 $    2,204.00 

Adopted May 8, 2012. No. 12-263 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the applications for abatements, 

correction of assessed valuations and taxes plus penalty and interest, and any additional 

accrual, identified in County Board File No. 59401. 

Adopted May 8, 2012. No. 12-264 

 

WHEREAS, the Property Management Team has reviewed a free conveyance request made 

by Grand Lake Township for additional county fee land to be used for public recreational 

purposes and does not object to this conveyance and use.  Said property is legally described as 

follows:  
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That part of the East 900 feet of the NW ¼ of NW ¼ of Section 23, Township 51 North, 

Range 16 West, St. Louis County, Minnesota, lying southerly of the North 1000.00 feet.  

AND 

That part of the SW ¼ of NW ¼ of Section 23, Township 51 North, Range 16 West, St. 

Louis County, Minnesota, described as follows: 

Commencing at the west quarter corner of said Section 23; thence North 01 degree 26 

minutes 02 seconds West, along the west line of said SW ¼ of NW ¼ a distance of 

518.25 feet to the point of beginning; thence continuing North 01 degree 26 minutes 02 

seconds West, along the west line of said SW ¼ of NW ¼ a distance of 169.55 feet; 

thence North 88 degrees 33 minutes 58 seconds East a distance of 89.11 feet; thence 

North 46 degrees 01 minute 23 seconds East a distance of 911.89 feet to a point on the 

north line of said SW ¼ of NW ¼ distant 761.08 feet easterly of the northwest corner of 

said SW ¼ of NW ¼; thence North 89 degrees 36 minutes 41 seconds East, along said 

north line a distance of 93.92 feet to a point on said north line distant 855.00 feet 

easterly of the northwest corner of said SW ¼ of NW ¼; thence South 46 degrees 01 

minute 36 seconds West a distance of 1160.20 feet to the point of beginning. 

Subject to the existing Access Easement recorded in the St. Louis County Recorder’s 

Office as Document No. 866096.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute the necessary documents to transfer county fee land for 

public use to Grand Lake Township, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 465.035.  A $500 land transfer 

administrative fee will be paid by Grand Lake Township directed into Fund 100, Agency 

128014, Object 583100. 

Adopted May 8, 2012. No. 12-265 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county officials to 

execute an amendment to Minnesota Department of Transportation Agreement No. 94577 

extending the contract expiration date to September 30, 2012.  

Adopted May 8, 2012. No. 12-266 

 

BY COMMISSIONER JEWELL: 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board appoints citizens to serve on the St. Louis County 

Planning Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission currently has one individual who resigned and whose 

term expires December 31, 2012. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

County Auditor to advertise and accept applications until June 15, 2012, for the one vacant 

position on the St. Louis County Planning Commission.  

Unanimously adopted May 8, 2012. No. 12-267 

 

BY COMMISSIONER O’NEIL: 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development has notified St. Louis 

County of allocations of $60,203 and $190,582 for FY 2011 and FY 2012 respectively from 

the Emergency Solutions Grant Program (ESG), and the county must submit substantial 

amendments of the Consolidated Plan Action Plans for these fiscal years to receive the 

allocations; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County conducted a 30-day public comment period in compliance with 

its Citizen Participation Plan and held a public hearing on May 8, 2012, to solicit public input 

on the substantial amendments of the Consolidated Plan FY 2011 and FY 2012 Action Plans; 

and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board desires to carry out eligible activities of the ESG 

Program, as provided in the FY 2011 and FY 2012 Amended Action Plans. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

Planning and Community Development Director to prepare and submit the FY 2011 and FY 

2012 Action Plan Amendments for the Emergency Solutions Grant Program, and all 

assurances and understanding contained therein, to the United States Department of Housing 

and Urban Development, and to act in connection with its submission and subsequent activity, 

and to provide such additional information as may be required. 

Unanimously adopted May 8, 2012. No. 12-268 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development has notified St. Louis 

County of allocations of $60,203 and $190,582 for FY 2011 and FY 2012 respectively from 

the Emergency Solutions Grant Program (ESG), and the county must submit substantial 

amendments of the Consolidated Plan Action Plans for these fiscal years to receive the 

allocations; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County conducted a 30-day public comment period in compliance with 

its Citizen Participation Plan and held a public hearing on May 8, 2012, to solicit public input 

on the substantial amendments of the Consolidated Plan FY 2011 and FY 2012 Action Plans; 

and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board desires to carry out eligible activities of the ESG 

Program, as provided in the FY 2011 and FY 2012 Amended Action Plans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

Planning and Community Development Director to prepare and submit the FY 2011 and FY 

2012 Action Plan Amendments for the Emergency Solutions Grant Program, and all 

assurances and understanding contained therein, to the United States Department of Housing 

and Urban Development, and to act in connection with its submission and subsequent activity, 

and to provide such additional information as may be required. 

Unanimously adopted May 8, 2012. No. 12-269 

 

BY COMMISSIONER RAUKAR: 

WHEREAS, County Administration has reviewed the level of support for the St. Louis County 

Heritage and Arts Center as part of its ongoing budget review; and  

WHEREAS, the current contracts for operations, marketing and facility management expire 

on June 30, 2012; and  

WHEREAS, County Administration conducted a third party review of the facility and its 

opportunities which included specific recommendations for a future restructured single 

contract; and  

WHEREAS,  County Property Management issued a Request for Proposal seeking an 

“individual or organization (and/or partner organizations) to guide the Depot in a strategic 

restructuring through a new model for management, operation, strategy, marketing, and 

administrative services that will streamline the Depot operations, increase earned and 

contributed revenues, optimize use of space through decisions based on visitor statistics and 

trends, and enhance its role as a regional heritage, arts and cultural center of key importance to 

the city and region, for both tourists and residents alike, through its prime downtown Duluth 

location”; and  

WHEREAS, Oneida Realty Company and the AtWater Group, LLC, submitted proposals 

which were reviewed and interviews conducted by a diverse review committee; and 

WHEREAS, the specifics of the Oneida Realty Company and the AtWater Group’s proposals 

were presented to the County Board on May 1, 2012. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the appropriate county officials are authorized 

to finalize and execute a five year professional service contract with Oneida Realty Company 

for strategic direction, property management and operation/administration services for the St. 

Louis County Heritage & Arts Center (the Depot).  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the remaining six months of 2012 management contract funds 
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($79,000) are available from the approved Aid to Other Agencies budget (County Board 

Resolution No. 11-636), Fund 100, Agency 103015, Object 629900.  

Yeas – Commissioners O’Neil, Dahlberg, Forsman, Sweeney, Raukar, and Chair Nelson – 

6 

Nays – Commissioner Jewell - 1 

Adopted May 8, 2012. No. 12-270 

 

BY COMMISSIONER NELSON: 

WHEREAS, the 2010A bond project package includes remodeling, energy upgrades, window 

replacement, and new addition for the courthouse in Virginia, MN, approved by County Board 

Resolution No. 10-480, dated October 5, 2010; and 

WHEREAS, this project will complete the Virginia Courthouse long term master space plan 

and bring the facility up to date for building safety, building code, and current efficiency 

standards; and 

WHEREAS, the Virginia Courthouse remodeling & addition project began in 2011 and is 

ahead of schedule, and the purchase of office furniture for the new addition is now necessary; 

and 

WHEREAS, Northern Business Products, Hibbing, MN, under the State of Minnesota 

purchasing contract, provided a quote of $138,097.35. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

purchase of office furniture from Northern Business Products of Hibbing, MN, in the amount 

of $138,097.35 for the Virginia Courthouse addition (Fund 400, Agency 400033). 

Unanimously adopted May 8, 2012. No. 12-271 

 

At 11:34 a.m., May 8, 2012, Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner Raukar, 

moved to adjourn; six yeas, zero nays.  

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor)  
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON MAY 22, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 22nd 

day of May, 2012, at 9:33 a.m., in the Hibbing City Council Chambers, Hibbing, Minnesota, 

with the following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris 

Dahlberg, Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson – 7.  Absent:  

None. 

 

The meeting opened with a Recognition Ceremony for Retirees and Employees with 25, 30, 

35 and 40 + Years of Service.  

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who serve and protect our safety at 

home and those who protect our freedom, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to citizens who wished to address the board.  

 

Mr. James Medure from Kinney, MN, brought forth several complaints to the board. Chair 

Nelson said Mr. Medure’s complaints were being addressed.  

 

At 10:01 a.m. a public hearing was conducted pursuant Resolution 12-246, adopted May 1, 

2012, to consider a liquor law violation, sale to a minor, by Fry & Fry, Inc., d/b/a Northland 

Lodge, Leiding Township. County Attorney Mark Rubin submitted a packet to the board that 

included the resolution for the public hearing, required notices and an affidavit of mailing. 

County Attorney Rubin said license holders Randall and Mary Lou Frey signed an agreement 

waiving their right to a public hearing and agreeing to a ten day suspension and $1,000 fine, 

with nine days of the suspension and $1,000 of the fine stayed for one year with no same or 

similar violations during that period. The agreement was signed by Auditor Donald Dicklich 

and Chair Keith Nelson. At 10:06 a.m. Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner 

Raukar, moved to close the public hearing; seven yeas, zero nays. Commissioner Raukar, 

supported by Commissioner Forsman, moved to approve the agreement. Commissioner 

Dahlberg said he would be voting against this resolution as the suspension date was not the 

first Monday following the public hearing, which was how it has been administered for other 

violations. Chair Nelson said the situation is different as the violations addressed today 

occurred in May 2011 and only recently came to the attention of the liquor committee. After 

further discussion, the motion passed; five yeas, two nays, Commissioners Dahlberg and 

O’Neil. Resolution No. 12-289. 

 

At 10:12 a.m. a public hearing was conducted pursuant Resolution 12-247, adopted May 1, 

2012, to consider a liquor law violation, sale to a minor, by Leon Polley d/b/a Polley’s Resort, 

Unorganized Township 63-17. County Attorney Mark Rubin submitted a packet to the board 

that included the resolution for the public hearing, required notices and an affidavit of mailing. 

County Attorney Rubin said license holder Leon Polley signed an agreement waiving rights to 

a public hearing and agreeing to a ten day suspension and $1,000 fine, with nine days of the 

suspension and $1,000 of the fine stayed for one year with no same or similar violations 

during that period. The agreement was signed by Auditor Donald Dicklich and Chair Keith 

Nelson. At 10:16 a.m. Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, moved 

to close the public hearing; seven yeas, zero nays. Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by 

Commissioner Sweeney, moved to approve the agreement.  The motion passed; six yeas, zero 

nays, with Commissioner Jewell momentarily away from the meeting. Resolution No. 12-290. 
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At 10:17 a.m. a public hearing was conducted pursuant Resolution 12-248, adopted May 1, 

2012, to consider a liquor law violation, sale to a minor, by William and Margaret Rutchasky 

d/b/a Portage Inn, Portage Township. County Attorney Mark Rubin submitted a packet to the 

board that included the resolution for the public hearing, required notices and an affidavit of 

mailing. County Attorney Rubin said the business in no longer in operation and the resolution 

outlines the penalty, which is a ten day suspension and $1,000 fine, with nine days of the 

suspension and $1,000 of the fine stayed for one year with no same or similar violations 

during that period. County Attorney Rubin said the one day suspension would be imposed 

upon reapplication of a liquor license with St. Louis County. At 10:20 a.m. Commissioner 

Raukar, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to close the public hearing; seven yeas, 

zero nays. Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to approve 

the agreement.  The motion passed; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-291. 

 

Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, moved to approve the consent 

agenda; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Forman talked about the recent fire in Ely and thanked those who helped 

control the fire including the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Rescue Squad, the MN Department of 

Natural Resources, all local and regional fire departments and citizens.  

 

Commissioner Jewell, supported by Commissioner Forsman, moved to approve a resolution 

authorizing the reorganization of the Public Health and Human Services Department financial 

reporting and supervisory structure; seven yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-292. 

 

The following Board and Contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

board meeting: 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, submitting Board Letter No. 12-187, Agreement with the 

St. Louis County School District (ISD No. 2142) for IRYA School Advisors.—59467 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Don Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting Board 

Letter No. 12-190, Establish a Public Hearing to Consider Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor 

License (Back Country Bar, Inc., d/b/a Hugo’s, Ault Township).—59468 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Don Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting Board 

Letter No. 12-191, Establish a Public Hearing to Consider Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor 

License (Porkorny’s LLC d/b/a Gappa’s Landing Resort & Campground, Kabetogama 

Township).—59469 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Don Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting Board 

Letter No. 12-192, Establish a Public Hearing to Consider Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor 

License (The Shack, Inc., Unorganized Township 59-16).—59470 

 

Map of Spina, St. Louis County, Minnesota, handed out by James Medure, Kinney, 

Minnesota.—59471 

 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and KGM 

Contractors, Inc., for Culvert Replacement, Bituminous Pavement Reclamation, Plant Mixed 

Bituminous Surface, and Plant Mixed Bituminous Shoulders (MP 629-1487).—12-275 

 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and KGM 

Contractors, Inc., for Culvert Replacement, Bituminous Pavement Reclamation, Plant Mixed 

Bituminous Surface, and Aggregate Shouldering (MP 74-1481).—12-276 
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Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and Forest 

Concrete Products, Inc., for Crush, Screen, and Stockpile Aggregate Base, Class 5 (Modified) 

(MP 97049 – South Crushing 2012).—12-277 

 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and Ulland 

Brothers, Inc., for Culvert Replacement, Bituminous Pavement Reclamation, Plant Mix 

Bituminous Surface, and Aggregate Shouldering (MP 87-1283).—12-278 

 

Amended and Restated Joint Powers Agreement by the Lake Superior Drug and Violent 

Crime Task Force.—12-279 

 

Amendment No. 1, Supply Contract – Office Supplies, between the County of St. Louis and 

OfficeMax North America, Inc., extending the original agreement for one (1) year effective 

June 1, 2012, through May 31, 2013.—12-280 

 

Agreement, Service Contract #4896-1, between the County of St. Louis and Liberty Tire 

Recycling, LLC, for Collection and Proper Disposal of Tires for the period April 1, 2012, to 

March 31, 2014.—12-281 

 

Agreement between the County of St. Louis and the Town of Rice Lake for 2012 Crack 

Sealing (MP 97044).—12-282 

 

Agreement between the County of St. Louis and the Township of Grand Lake for 2012 Crack 

Sealing (MP 97044).—12-283 

 

Agreement between the County of St. Louis and the Township of French for 2012 Crack 

Sealing (MP 97044).—12-284 

 

Agreement between the County of St. Louis and the City of Chisholm for 2012 Crack Sealing 

(MP 97044).—12-285 

 

Agreement between the County of St. Louis and the City of Babbitt for 2012 Crack Sealing 

(MP 97044). –12-286 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Foster, Jacobs & 

Johnson, Inc., for engineering services for the Duluth Motor Pool Rain Water Collection 

System.—12-287 

 

Professional Services Agreement between the County of St. Louis and LHB, Inc., for 

Retaining Wall, Trail Underpass, and Stormwater Design on County Road 91 (Haines Road) 

in Duluth, MN (SP 069-691-020).—12-288 

 

Addendum to Purchase Agreement, Contract No. 14849A, between the St. Louis County 

Board of Commissioners and Center for Alcohol and Drug Treatment, Inc., for Assertive 

Community Treatment Team South Services for the period January 1, 2012, through 

December 31, 2012.—12-289 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No. 50994, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Trillium Services – Fountain Gate.—12-290 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, resolutions 

numbered 12-272 through 12-288, as submitted to this Board on the consent agenda, were 

unanimously adopted as follows: 
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BY COMMISSIONER RAUKAR: 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of May 1, 2012, are hereby approved.  

Adopted May 22, 2012. No. 12-272 

 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of May 8, 2012, are hereby approved.  

Adopted May 22, 2012. No. 12-273 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Public Health and Human Services Department (PHHS) 

desires to provide Family Group Decision Making (FGDM) services to African American 

families, assisting them in developing their own resources for providing permanency and 

stability for children within their own extended families.  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes 

$30,000 for the provision of Family Group Decision Making (FGDM) to African American 

families for the period January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012, payable from Fund 230, 

Agency 232008, Object 6012000 (Children’s Out-of-Home Placement). 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to enter into a contract with Lutheran Social Service to render specific Family Group 

Decision Making services by using an African American staff person trained in FGDM for 

African American families.  

Adopted May 22, 2012. No. 12-274 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that St. Louis County Board Resolution No. 12-

109, dated February 28, 2012, authorizing the granting of a non-exclusive roadway easement 

across state tax forfeited land is amended to add Richard and Patricia Haney and Bradley 

Birch to the list of grantees. 

Adopted May 22, 2012. No. 12-275 

 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.241 provides that state tax forfeited land may be repurchased 

by the previous owners subject to payment of delinquent taxes and assessments, with 

penalties, costs, and interest; and 

WHEREAS, the applicants, Kevin and Jessica Brickson of Duluth, MN, have applied to 

repurchase state tax forfeited land legally described as:  

 CITY OF DULUTH 

 LOT 14 AND SLY 1/2 OF LOT 15 

 CRESCENT VIEW PARK DULUTH 

 PARCEL CODE: 010-0760-01760 

WHEREAS, the applicants were the owners of record at the time of forfeiture and are eligible 

to repurchase the property; and 

WHEREAS, approving the repurchase will correct undue hardship and promote the use of 

lands that will best serve the public interest. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

repurchase application by Kevin and Jessica Brickson of Duluth, MN, on file in County Board 

File No. 59398, subject to payments including total taxes and assessments of $18,288.78, 

service fee of $114, deed tax of $60.35, deed fee of $25, and recording fee of $66; for a total 

of $18,554.13, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted May 22, 2012. No. 12-276 

 

RESOLVED, that the appraisal report for sale of timber, numbered Tract 1, as submitted by 

the Land Commissioner, on file in the Office of the County Auditor identified as County 

Board File No. 59391, is approved and the County Auditor is authorized to carry out the 

recommendation as listed in said appraisal report. 
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Adopted May 22, 2012. No. 12-277 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has applied to the Minnesota Commissioner of Transportation 

for a grant from the Minnesota State Transportation Fund for the construction of project SAP 

69-607-047 (County Project 98840), State Bridge 69A04 on County State Aid Highway 7 in 

Industrial Township; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Transportation has given notice that funding for this bridge 

is available; and 

WHEREAS, the amount of the grant has been determined to be $966,817.12 by reason of the 

low responsible bid of $1,989,858.05, submitted by Redstone Construction. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board agrees to the 

terms and conditions of the grant consistent with Minn. Stat. § 174.50, Subd. 5(3), and will 

pay any additional amount by which the cost exceeds the estimate, and will return to the 

Minnesota State Transportation Fund any amount appropriated for the bridge but not required. 

 The appropriate county officials are authorized to execute a grant agreement with the 

Minnesota Commissioner of Transportation concerning the above-referenced grant. 

 Fund 29 Bridge Bond Funds $   966,817.12  

 SLC State Aid Funds  $1,023,040.93 

 Total Project:  $1,989,858.05 

Adopted May 22, 2012. No. 12-278 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes a purchase of service agreement with 

the St. Louis County School District (ISD No. 2142) for the following schools participating in 

the Iron Range Youth in Action program (IRYA) for the provision of IRYA school advisors: 

Cherry School, North Woods School, Northeast Range School and South Ridge School and 

approves a transfer up to $4,000 from the County Extension fund balance, Fund 184, Agency 

186001, Object 629900, for services provided during the 2012-2013 school year. 

Adopted May 22, 2012. No. 12-279 

 

WHEREAS, all increases in original governmental funds revenue and expenditure budgets 

require County Board approval; and 

WHEREAS, departments anticipate being notified of additional revenues throughout the year 

and need approval to increase revenue and expenditure budgets; and  

WHEREAS, proposed budget adjustments are levy neutral. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

following budget changes: 

1. Increase expense budget and decrease vested sick leave liability to cover unbudgeted 

retiree sick leave payout in Fund 616, On-Site Waste Water Division ($67,651.83).  

2. Transfer funds from Administration's budget and general fund balance to pay 

commitment representation/expert witness/civil commitments beyond what was 

budgeted ($67,558.90).  

3. Use of fund balance for legally required debt service payment ($660.00).  

4. Increase revenue and expense budget to reflect increase in project costs and revenues 

over that approved in Resolution No. 11-240 on 5/3/11, Meadowlands Township 

($30.08). 

5. Increase revenue and expense budget to reflect increase in project costs and revenues 

over that approved in Resolution No. 11-263 on 5/10/11, Halden Township ($70.62).  

6. Increase NEMESIS budget to allow spending for maintenance contract that was 

unbudgeted ($56,009.00).  

7. Use of fund balance in Fund 281 to increase expense budget for new septic loan 

($27,649.22).  
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8. Increase revenue and expense budgets to match actual revenues received for meth-

related overtime reimbursed through Northeast Law Enforcement Administrator's 

Council (NLEAC) ($10,093.24).  

9. Increase revenue and expense budgets in elections to allow for increased costs and 

revenue associated with election recount and filing fees ($9,250.00).  

10. Use of fund balance in County Attorney Forfeitures to increase expenditure budget for 

donation to Men as Peacemakers ($5,000.00).  

11. Increase expense and revenue budgets on project SP 69-613-032 to match revenue 

actually received as result of project overrun ($156,800.83).  

12. Use of Law Library fund balance to pay for Law Library publications ($16,037.98).  

13. Increase revenue and expense budgets for Tower Law Enforcement, to reflect actual 

level of services provided and revenue received ($13,000.00).  

14. Increase revenue and expense budgets for additional revenue received from Regional 

Rail Authority and Department of Transportation due to unanticipated overages on 

project SP 69-090-019 ($118,140.00).  

15. Use of fund balance in the Federal Septic Loans fund to pay consulting fees for 

Northspan ($1,200.00).  

16. Moved budget from personnel to operating to allow personnel savings to be used for 

additional fuel costs, above what was budgeted for Aurora Law Enforcement 

($5,520.00).  

17. Increase revenue and expense budgets for County Extension Committee Holiday Project, 

which was not originally budgeted ($586.61).  

18. Adjust revenue and expense budgets to reflect the total actual pool of money (from de-

obligated projects, additional project fundings, and actual unspent administration from 

previous years plus current year administration obligated) that is available in Community 

Development Block Grant ($495,718.08).  

19. Fund 2011 Cirrus tax abatement (Resolution No. 12-039) from property tax revenue 

received ($27,770.00).  

20. Increase revenue and expense budgets to match actual Children In Need of Protective 

Services (CHIPS) court expenses ($1,500.00).  

21. Budget to record pass through revenue and expense for state police aid ($75,000.00).  

22. Reallocations within PHHS that are funded out of available personnel savings including: 

Social Service Specialist II position to Social Worker, Psychologist II to LICSW; 

Administrative Assistant II Specialist position to an Administrative Assistant I position 

($15,296.00).  

23. Use of fund balance to cover third and fourth quarter unemployment expense in 

Community Foods and Assisted Living ($9,575.00).  

24. Transfer funds from personnel to capital to cover personnel expense related to software 

that is being capitalized as an intangible asset in Planning Research & GIS 

($180,671.42).  

25. Increase revenue and expense budget in 2008A Capital Equipment Note fund to allow 

spending of interest revenue received ($2,683.70).  

26. No budget entry; clarification that the general fund balance assigned for 

telecommunications and information technology will post beginning balances from 

transfers in from the old internal service funds. 

27. Use of depreciation reserve funds to purchase new carpet for Auditor's Office 

($15,414.00).  

28. Transfer funds from Environmental Services fund to Regional Landfill Trust fund as 

part of the Capital Improvement Plan, to insure that adequate funding is available in the 

future ($25,000.00).  

29. Transfer sufficient emergency funds to the depreciation reserve fund to leave a $500,000 

balance in the emergency fund at the end of 2011 ($1,594,904.19).  
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30. In Examiner of Titles budget, transfer excess funds from personnel to operating to cover 

higher-than-anticipated operating expenditures ($126.11).  

31. Increase revenue and expense budget for relative custody assistance (pass-through 

dollars from the state for children who are placed in the care of relatives instead of foster 

care homes) ($60,845.00).  

32. Carry forward portion of Human Resources unspent 2011 personnel budget into 2012 to 

cover additional salary requirements - expense budget reduced in 2011 and cash flow 

increased ($21,184.90).  

33. Reduce Information Technology revenue and expense budget for office supplies charged 

out to other departments ($420,000.00).  

34. Assign Public Health & Human Services fund balance for the purpose of maintaining St. 

Louis County local cost share for Chemical Dependency programs.  This amount was 

calculated based on the percentage difference between the county's local share of the 

Chemical Dependency Treatment Fund which increased from 16.14% to 22.95% 

starting in 2012, which amounts to approximately $150,000 to be added onto the 

assigned amount.  Use of funds will be triggered when the county share exceeds 

budgeted amounts.  The director of Public Health & Human Services will coordinate use 

of funds with the County Administrator, through a board resolution ($550,000.00).  

35. Assign Public Health & Human Services fund balance for a remodel of the Government 

Services Center, which will result in reorganization and consolidation of PHHS work 

spaces.  These funds will be used when the remodel project is approved and the need for 

furnishings occurs.  The Director of Public Health & Human Services and the Director 

of Property Management will coordinate use of these funds with the County 

Administrator, through a board resolution ($1,120,000.00).  

36. Assign Public Health & Human Services fund balance for Out of Home placements.  

These funds will be used when Out of Home Placement costs exceed budgeted amounts. 

 The Director of Public Health & Human Services will coordinate use of these funds 

with the County Administrator, through a board resolution ($886,694.00).  

37. Assign Public Health & Human Services fund balance for technology improvements. 

The Public Health & Human Services Director will present a plan for investment in 

technology to be approved by Administration before expenditures are authorized.  The 

Director of Public Health & Human Services will coordinate use of these funds with the 

County Administrator, through a board resolution ($1,774,331.00).  

38. Assign Public Health & Human Services fund balance for prevention and innovation, to 

support pilot programs that focus on prevention services which will offset future costs.  

The Director of Public Health & Human Services will coordinate use of these funds with 

the County Administrator, through a board resolution ($786,694.00). 

39. Assign Public Works fund balance for local levy road and bridge construction projects to 

meet anticipated local project needs.  Authorize Public Works to use this fund balance in 

2012 to fund local projects ($1,305,505.00).  

40. Assign General Fund fund balance for Public Safety.  The funds will be used for 

completion of the ARMER System required to meet the federal mandate for narrowband 

compliance.  This amount is supported by budget savings from the Sheriff’s Office and 

Jail, and revenue over budget (County Program Aid/HACA) ($3,218,068.00). 
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4th Quarter

 Expense 

Budget Transfer    Out
Accumulation of 

Fund Balance Revenue Budget

Transfers     

In

Reduction of 

liability

Use of Fund 

Balance

1 616 616001 616400 67,651.83

616 999999 231000 (67,651.83)

2 100 104001 629900 (14,567.38)

100 110001 626100 15,410.70
100 110004 626100 2,984.58

100 110003 629900 297.00

100 110002 629900 63,025.00

100 110001 629900 409.00

100 999999 311202 (67,558.90)

3 302 302001 636100 660.00

302 999999 311200 (660.00)

4 200 201069 551566 (30.08)

200 201069 650200 30.08

5 200 201067 551569 (70.62)

200 201067 650200 70.62

6 150 150001 634800 56,009.00

150 999999 311137 (56,009.00)

7 281 281001 629900 27,649.22

281 999999 311200 (27,649.22)

8 100 129999 540515 12943 9999999 2011 (10,093.24)

100 129999 629900 12943 9999999 2011 10,093.24

9 100 127001 629900 9,250.00

100 127001 552504 (700.00)

100 127001 583100 (8,550.00)

10 167 167001 637900 5,000.00

167 999999 311030 (5,000.00)

11 220 220001 521603 (156,800.83)

220 220001 652700 156,800.83

12 180 999999 311202 (16,037.98)

180 180001 640800 16,037.98

180

13 100 134003 551535 (13,000.00)

100 134003 610300 13,000.00

14 220 220001 540702 (94,512.00)

220 220001 583101 (23,628.00)

220 220001 652700 118,140.00

15 280 280001 629900 1,200.00

280 999999 311202 (1,200.00)

16 100 134001 629900 5,520.00

100 134001 619900 (5,520.00)

17 184 185026 575300 (586.61)

184 185026 642200 211.61

184 185026 627800 375.00$             

18 260 260999 629900 26002 99999999 2011 495,718.08

260 260999 540301 26002 99999999 2011 (495,718.08)

19 100 100001 500900 27,770.00

100 999999 211200 (27,770.00)  
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Adopted May 22, 2012. No. 12-280 

 

RESOLVED, that a public hearing will be held at 9:40 A.M. on Tuesday, June 12, 2012, in 

the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, for the purpose of considering an Off-

Sale Intoxicating Liquor License for Back Country Bar, Inc., d/b/a Hugo’s, Ault Township. 

Adopted May 22, 2012. No. 12-281 

 

RESOLVED, that a public hearing will be held at 9:45 A.M. on Tuesday, June 12, 2012, in 

the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, for the purpose of considering an Off-

Sale Intoxicating Liquor License for Porkorny’s, LLC, d/b/a Gappa’s Landing Resort & 

Campground, Kabetogama Township. 

Adopted May 22, 2012. No. 12-282 

 

RESOLVED, that a public hearing will be held at 9:50 A.M. on Tuesday, June 12, 2012, in 

the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, for the purpose of considering an Off-

4th Quarter - continued

 Expense 

Budget Transfer    Out
Accumulation of 

Fund Balance Revenue Budget

Transfers     

In

Reduction of 

liability

Use of Fund 

Balance

20 149 149001 629900 1,500.00

149 149001 583100 (1,500.00)

21 100 129001 521506 (40,000.00)

100 129004 552504 (35,000.00)

100 129001 695100 75,000.00

22 230 232005 610100 3,576.00 amount based on full year- no entry was made - PHHS was able to absorb this in their budget

230 232003 610100 7,320.00 amount based on full year- no entry was made - PHHS was able to absorb this in their budget

230 234001 610100 4,400.00 amount based on full year- no entry was made - PHHS was able to absorb this in their budget

23 100 104007 617200 7,867.00

100 104011 617200 1,708.00

100 999999 311200 (9,575.00)

24 100 109003 611500 (180,671.42)

100 109003 669000 180,671.42

25 437 437001 (2,683.70)

437 437002 0.28

437 437005 2,683.42

26 no budget entry made - clarify  general fund balance assigned for telecommunications and information technology will get their beginning balances from transfers in from the old internal service funds

27 402 402001 630900 (15,414.00)

402 402003 630900 15,414.00

28 600 607001 697600 25,000.00

610 610001 590100 (25,000.00)

29 400 400023 629900 (566,988.85)

400 400023 630900 (1,027,915.34)

402 402001 630900 1,594,904.19

402 402001 590500 (1,594,904.19)

400 400001 697700 1,594,904.19

30 100 112001 610000 (126.11)

100 112001 640800 126.11

31 230 232008 530628 (60,845.00)

230 232008 608500 60,845.00

32 100 123001 610000 (21,184.90)

100 999999 311200 21,184.90

33 100 117020 552504 420,000.00

100 117020 640900 (420,000.00)

34 230 999999 311403 550,000.00

35 230 999999 311404 1,120,000.00

36 230 999999 311402 886,694.00

37 230 999999 311401 1,774,331.00

38 230 999999 311405 786,694.00

39 200 999999 311142 1,305,505.00

40 100 999999 311047 3,218,068.00
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Sale Intoxicating Liquor License for The Shack, Inc., d/b/a The Shack, Unorganized Township 

59-16. 

Adopted May 22, 2012. No. 12-283 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to Ordinance No. 28, Section 11, Subdivision 11.06, authorization 

is hereby approved for the following applications to sell/serve outside the designated serving 

area of the county liquor license, as per applications on file in the office of the County Auditor, 

identified as County Board File No. 59385: 

Buffalo Valley, Inc., d/b/a Buffalo House, Midway Township, June 29 and 30, 2012; 

Buffalo Valley, Inc., d/b/a Buffalo House, Midway Township, August 17 and 18, 2012. 

Adopted May 22, 2012. No. 12-284 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, §340A, as amended, and 

Rules and Regulations adopted by this Board under St. Louis County Ordinance No. 28, dated 

May 22, 1978, as amended, the following application for intoxicating liquor licenses is hereby 

approved, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County Board File No. 

59385: 

Black Bear Café, Inc., d/b/a Black Bear Café, Vermilion Lake Township, Combination 

On/Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License No. CMB13148 and Sunday On-Sale 

Intoxicating Liquor License No. SUN13148, change of officers. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent upon license holder paying 

real estate or personal property taxes when due. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells their licensed place of business, 

the County Board, at its discretion, may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new 

owner, but without pro-rated refund of the license fees to the license holder. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license shall be effective July 1, 2012, through June 30, 

2013. 

Adopted May 22, 2012. No. 12-285 

 

RESOLVED, that the workers’ compensation report of claims by employees for work-related 

injuries, dated May 4, 2012, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County 

Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from Fund 730, Agency 

730001. 

Adopted May 22, 2012. No. 12-286 

 

RESOLVED, that the recommendations of the Finance Committee for payment of claims and 

bills against the County of St. Louis, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59440, are hereby approved and the County Auditor shall issue checks 

in the following amounts: 

APRIL 2012 

100  General Fund  $5,578,107.61 

149 Personnel Service Fund 640.49 

150  Sheriff's Nemesis Fund Group  37,100.01 

160 MN Trail Assistance 24,686.22 

168 Sheriff’s State Forfeitures  3,642.56 

169 Attorney Trust Accounts-VW 247.00 

170 Boundary Waters-Forfeiture 5,000.00 

173 Emergency Shelter Grant 22,195.12 

179 Enhanced 9-1-1 5,276.34 

180  Law Library  8,422.21 

183 City/County Communications   368.62 

184  Extension Service   86,215.63 

200  Public Works 2,697,641.11 
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210 Road Maint – Unorg Townships 113.86 

220  State Road Aid  383,216.73 

230  Public Health & Human Services  6,807,468.08 

240  Forfeited Tax  382,911.70 

260  CDBG Grant  119,481.13 

261 CDBG Program Income 1,915.69 

270  Home Grant    31,402.99 

290 Forest Resources 18,600.12 

302 Hibbing PW Facility 1997 191.82 

400 County Facilities 4,910.98 

402 Depreciation Reserve Fund 7,312.50 

405 Public Works Building Const 67,852.05 

438 2008B Capital Improvement Bond   52,035.30 

439 2010A Capital Improvement Bond      426,338.59 

600  Environmental Services  439,861.03 

616  On-Site Waste Water Division   37,062.69 

640 Plat Books 28,300.93 

715  County Garage  82,692.11 

720  Property Casualty Liability   27,955.42 

730  Workers Compensation  217,781.87 

770 Retired Employees Health Ins  161.24 

826 Taconite Production Tax 286,228.00 

900  State of Minnesota  1,347,818.62 

902  Courts  245,983.03 

907 Special Taxes 413.96 

908 Cities and Towns Taxes 6,680.30 

909  Tax Refunds    171,004.80 

910 School Districts Taxes 2,318.63 

925  Arrowhead Regional Corrections  1,452,798.60 

955  Community Health Board  118,637.30 

985  Collective Local Collaborative    43,549.76 

989  Regional Railroad Authority  70,020.49 

994 Sheriff Forfeits/Evidence 917.62 

998  MPL-DUL Train Alliance              62,819.59 

  $21,416,300.45 

Adopted May 22, 2012. No. 12-287 

 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) has strict specifications 

for equipment shelters housing Allied Radio Matrix for Emergency Response (ARMER) radio 

gear at all ARMER tower sites; and 

WHEREAS, MnDOT has selected Thermo Bond to design and build all state-owned ARMER 

tower shelters in the state. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes a 

contract with Thermo Bond to design, build and deliver two ARMER Equipment Shelters, not 

to exceed a total of $175,500, payable from Fund 100, Agency 136999, Object 665900, Grant 

13603, Year 2010. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to sign any associated contract documents. 

Adopted May 22, 2012. No. 12-288 

 

BY COMMISSIONER RAUKAR: 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Liquor Licensing Committee met on April 10, 2012, to 

consider recommending action to be taken by the County Board as a result of an alleged liquor 
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law violation, sale to minor on May 30, 2011, against Fry & Fry, Inc., d/b/a Northland Lodge, 

Leiding Township; and 

WHEREAS, the Liquor Licensing Committee recommended a ten (10) day suspension and 

$1,000 civil penalty, with nine (9) days of the suspension and $1,000 of the civil penalty 

stayed, for one year with no same or similar violations during that year; and 

WHEREAS, after hearing testimony on the matter at a public hearing conducted on May 22, 

2012, at 9:40 a.m. in the City Council Chambers, Hibbing, MN, the St. Louis County Board 

determined the recommendation of the St. Louis County Liquor Licensing Committee to be an 

appropriate penalty for the liquor law violation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Seasonal On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor 

License No. SE125 and Seasonal Sunday On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License No. SES125, 

issued to Fry & Fry, Inc., d/b/a Northland Lodge, Leiding Township, are hereby suspended for 

ten (10) days and a $1,000 civil penalty is due, with nine (9) days of the suspension and 

$1,000 of the civil penalty stayed for one (1) year, with no same or similar violations during 

that period.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the date of suspension of the liquor licenses will be June 4, 

2012. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that a new violation within the next year (ending May 22, 2013), 

will result in the imposition of the remainder of the suspension and civil penalty, and may also 

be cause for additional action against the liquor licenses of the licensee pursuant to St. Louis 

County Ordinance Number 28, Section 13. 

Yeas – Commissioners Jewell, Forsman, Sweeney, Raukar, and Chair Nelson – 5 

Nays – Commissioners O’Neil and Dahlberg – 2 

Adopted May 22, 2012. No. 12-289 

 

BY COMMISSIONER DAHLBERG: 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Liquor Licensing Committee met on April 10, 2012, to 

consider recommending action to be taken by the County Board as a result of an alleged liquor 

law violation, sale to minor on May 30, 2011, by Leon Polley d/b/a Polley's Resort, 

Unorganized Township 63-17; and 

WHEREAS, the Liquor Licensing Committee recommended a ten (10) day suspension and 

$1,000 civil penalty, with nine (9) days of the suspension and $1,000 of the civil penalty 

stayed, for one year with no same or similar violations during that year; and 

WHEREAS, after hearing testimony on the matter at a public hearing conducted on May 22, 

2012, at 9:45 a.m. in the City Council Chambers, Hibbing, MN, the St. Louis County Board 

determined the recommendation of the St. Louis County Liquor Licensing Committee to be an 

appropriate penalty for the liquor law violation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License No. 

OFSL125, issued to Leon Polley d/b/a Polley's Resort, Unorganized Township 63-17, is 

hereby suspended for ten (10) days and a $1,000 civil penalty is due, with nine (9) days of the 

suspension and $1,000 of the civil penalty stayed for one (1) year, with no same or similar 

violations during that period.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the date of suspension of the liquor license will be June 4, 

2012. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that a new violation within the next year (ending May 22, 2013), 

will result in the imposition of the remainder of the suspension and civil penalty, and may also 

be cause for additional action against the liquor license of the licensee pursuant to St. Louis 

County Ordinance Number 28, Section 13. 

Yeas – Commissioners O’Neil, Dahlberg, Forsman, Sweeney, Raukar, and Chair Nelson – 6 

Nays – None 

Absent – Commissioner Jewell – 1 

Adopted May 22, 2012. No. 12-290 

 



PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

157 

 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Liquor Licensing Committee met on April 10, 2012, to 

consider recommending action to be taken by the County Board as a result of an alleged liquor 

law violation, sale to minor May 28, 2011, against William/Margaret Rutchasky d/b/a Portage 

Inn (closed effective December 31, 2011), Portage Township; and 

WHEREAS, the Liquor Licensing Committee recommended a ten (10) day suspension and 

$1,000 civil penalty, with nine (9) days of the suspension and $1,000 of the civil penalty 

stayed, for one year with no same or similar violations during that year; and 

WHEREAS, after hearing testimony on the matter at a public hearing conducted on May 22, 

2012, at 9:50 a.m. in the City Council Chambers, Hibbing, MN, the St. Louis County Board 

determined the recommendation of the St. Louis County Liquor Licensing Committee to be an 

appropriate penalty for the liquor law violation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Combination On/Off-Sale and Sunday 

On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor Licenses, issued to William/Margaret Rutchasky d/b/a Portage 

Inn, Portage Township, are hereby suspended for ten (10) days and a $1,000 civil penalty is 

due, with nine (9) days of the suspension and $1,000 of the civil penalty stayed for one (1) 

year, with no same or similar violations during that period.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the date of suspension of the liquor licenses will be imposed by 

the Liquor Licensing Committee pending re-application. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that a new violation within the next year (ending May 22, 2013), 

will result in the imposition of the remainder of the suspension and civil penalty, and may also 

be cause for additional action against the liquor licenses of the licensee pursuant to St. Louis 

County Ordinance Number 28, Section 13. 

Unanimously adopted May 22, 2012. No. 12-291 

 

BY COMMISSIONER JEWELL: 

WHEREAS, the retirement of an Accountant Supervisor in the Public Health & Human 

Services Department has provided an opportunity for the reorganization of the financial 

reporting and supervisory structure in the department; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board has previously directed that the County Auditor’s 

Office have accounting oversight responsibility in the county’s largest departments; and 

WHEREAS, there currently is an Auditor’s Office position of Fiscal Manager, a supervisory 

classification, located within the Public Health & Human Services Department. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board directs the County 

Administrator to implement a partial restructure of the financial and supervisory reporting 

process within the Public Health & Human Services Department to provide enhanced 

Auditor’s Office oversight of its accounting functions. 

Unanimously adopted May 22, 2012. No. 12-292 

 

At 10:49 a.m., May 22, 2012, Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner Raukar, 

moved to adjourn; six yeas, zero nays.  

 
Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 
of County Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
 
Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 
and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 
of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 

 



  

 

 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

 

OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

 

JUNE, 2012 

 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON JUNE 5, 2012 
 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 5th day 

of June, 2012, at 9:36 a.m., in the St. Louis County Board Room, Duluth, Minnesota, with the 

following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris Dahlberg, Peg 

Sweeney and Steve Raukar - 5.  Absent:  Commissioners Mike Forsman and Chair Keith 

Nelson – 2. 

 

Vice Chair Sweeney asked for a moment of silence to honor those who serve and protect our 

safety at home and those who protect our freedom, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Dahlberg introduced James Ellingson, an Initial Intervention Unit social worker 

in Public Health and Human Services, Duluth, MN, as the Customer Service Award recipient. 

Commissioner Dahlberg said Mr. Ellingson, along with Deb Montgomery, Parent/Community 

Liaison at Duluth Piedmont Elementary School, developed the “Early Intervention Attendance 

Project” to help kids stay in school. Ms. Montgomery recognized Mr. Ellingson contributions. 

James Ellingson thanked the board for the recognition.   Director of Public Health and Human 

Services Ann Busche said James is a shining star and recognized his work. James Ellingson 

thanked the board and Deb Montgomery for her contributions. An award was presented and 

photos were taken. 

 

Vice Chair Sweeney opened the meeting to citizens who wished to address the board and no 

one came forth.  

 

Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Jewell, moved to approve the consent 

agenda. At the request of Commissioner Dahlberg, item 4a under consent was removed for 

separate consideration. The remainder of the consent passed; five yeas, zero nays. 

 

Administrator Gray said the rules will need to be suspended for the next two items under 

Public Safety and Corrections, as they have not been heard in committee. 

 

Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to suspend the rules; five 

yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to accept the 2009 Port 

Authority Grant contract extension. Administrator Gray said accepting the grant extension will 

allow the county to use the funds for the Allied Radio Matrix for Emergency Response 

(ARMER) project; five yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-320 
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Commissioner Jewell, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to suspend the rules; five 

yeas, zero nays.  

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to authorize the 

application and acceptance of the 2011 State Homeland Security Grant in the amount of 

$387,950. Commissioner Raukar said in recent years state and federal governments have 

made homeland security a high priority, yet this funding takes away from other important 

areas. Sheriff Ross Litman said this represents nearly $388,000 in federal funding, which 

offsets levy dollars, and there is no match requirement. Sheriff Litman said these funds will be 

used to help the county prepare for the January 1, 2013, conversion to ARMER, which is 

federally mandated; five yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-321 

 

Administrator Gray suggested tabling item 4a from consent, a private land sale of state tax 

forfeited land to Michael Jershe, to the June 26, 2012 board meeting, to which the board 

unanimously agreed. 

 

The following board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

board meeting: 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner, submitting 

Board Letter No. 12-201, Private Sale of State Tax Forfeited Lands – Jershe, Johnson, 

Holewa, Weaver.—59472 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, and Mark Rubin, 

County Attorney, submitting Board Letter No. 12-210, Establish Public Hearing to Consider 

Allegations of Liquor Law Violation by Belo Enterprises, Inc., d/b/a Crossroads Convenience 

and Liquor Store, Clinton Township.—59473 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, submitting Board Letter No. 12-213, Funding for Duluth 

Family Visitation Center.—59474 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Ross Litman, Sheriff, submitting Board Letter No. 12-

214, Authorization to Accept the 2009 Port Security Grant Contract Extension.—59475 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Ross Litman, Sheriff, submitting Board Letter No. 12-

215, Application and Acceptance of the 2011 State Homeland Security Grant.—59476 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Scalzo Architects 

for planning, design, and layout services for the Duluth Courthouse Attic Storage Space 

Remodel.—12-291 

 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway (CSAH) Project between the County of St. Louis and 

Hammerlund Construction, Inc., for Crush, Screen, and Stockpile Aggregate Base, Class 5 

(Modified) and Crush, Screen, and Stockpile Aggregate 2” Rock, (MP 97045 - Central 

Crushing).—12-292 

 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and Redstone 

Construction Co., Inc., for Approach Grading, Bituminous Paving, Culverts, Guardrail and 

Bridge No. 69A03 on CSAH 75 in Unorganized Township 63-21 (SAP 69-675-005, CP 

117648).—12-293 
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Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14982, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Range Mental Health Center for Mental Health – Targeted Case 

Management (MH – TCM) for Adults and Integrative Services for Adults.—12-294 

 

Supply Contract No. 5015-C between the County of St. Louis and Northland Constructors of 

Duluth, LLC for Bituminous Materials.—12-295 

 

St. Louis County Land Department Service Contract between St. Louis County and Nordy’s 

Exterior Works for lawn and yard care on tax forfeited property in the Virginia and Hibbing 

areas for the period May – October, 2012.—12-296 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14894, between the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners and Wanda J. Palo.—12-297 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14931, between the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners and TBG Companies, LLC d/b/a TBG Construction.—

12-298 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14932, between the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners and Associated Partnership LTD d/b/a Rollx Vans.—

12-299 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No. 50981, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Wanda J. Palo.—12-300 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No. 50995, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Taylor SLS – Colorado.—12-301 

 

Addendum to Purchase Agreement, Contract No. 13902E, between the St. Louis County 

Board of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc.—12-302 

 

Project Contract No. 4956-3 between the County of St. Louis and A & B Construction, LTD, 

for Salt Storage Shed Removal and Replacement.—12-303 

 

Supply Contract No. 5015-A between the County of St. Louis and Mesabi Bituminous, Inc., 

for Bituminous Materials per County Bid No. 5015.—12-304 

 

Professional Service Agreement, Contract No. 30139, between the St. Louis County Public 

Health and Human Services Department and Human Development Center for Forensic 

Psychological Services.—12-305 

 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and 

Hammerlund Construction, Inc., for crush, screen and stockpile aggregate base, Class 5 

(Modified), MP 97048.—12-306 

 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and Ulland 

Brothers, Inc., for grading, aggregate base, PM bituminous surface and aggregate shouldering 

on CR 275 (Island Lake Dam Rd.) SAP 69-600-035, CP 8281 (low); and aggregate base, PM 

bituminous surface and aggregate shouldering on CR 294 (West Pioneer Road) MP 294-

1022.—12-307 
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Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and 

Landwehr Construction, Inc., for Bridge No. 69J87 and approaches over Spring Ridge Creek 

on CR 615, SAP 69-598-040, CP 128460.—12-308 

 

2012 State of Minnesota Annual County Boat and Water Safety Grant Agreement, Contract 

No. 42617, in the amount of $87,562.—12-309 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14961, between the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners and Center for Independent Living of Northeastern 

Minnesota.—12-310 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14958, between the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners and Center for Independent Living of Northeastern 

Minnesota.—12-311 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14963, between the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners and JBN, Inc.—12-312 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No.50996, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Trillium Services – Lavaque.—12-313 

 

Grant Agreement, Contract No. 20977, between St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

and the Human Development Center for Trauma Assessment and Family Treatment 

Program.—12-314 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Jewell, resolutions 

numbered 12-293 through 12-319, as submitted to this board on the consent agenda, were 

unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER O’NEIL: 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of May 22, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-293 

 

WHEREAS, Daniel and Heather Line of Hermantown, MN, have agreed that the contract for 

the purchase of state tax forfeited land should be cancelled; and 

WHEREAS, the purchasers voluntarily agreed to admission of service and waiver of time to 

cure default to the State of Minnesota for land legally described as:  

 TOWN OF RICE LAKE 

 LOTS: 5, 6, 7 & 8 BLOCK: 002 

 COLMANS 4TH ACRE TRACT ADDN TO DULUTH 

 Parcel Codes: 520-0090-00320, 00330, 00350 

 CONTRACT: C22110068 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §§ 282.04, Subd. 2(d), and 504B.271 authorize the County Auditor 

to dispose of abandoned personal property; and  

WHEREAS, the previous owners of the property will be notified by posting of property or by 

mail. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

cancellation of contract for purchase of state tax forfeited land by Daniel and Heather Line of 

Hermantown, MN, listed on file in County Board File No. 59417, according to the provisions 

of Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 5, and Minn. Stat. § 282.40, and according to the procedures of 
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Minn. Stat. § 559.21. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the County Auditor to 

dispose of abandoned personal property from the above described state tax forfeited property. 

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-294 

 

WHEREAS, the contract with Stephen Matthew Bottila of Virginia, MN, for the purchase of 

state tax forfeited land is in default for nonpayment of taxes and/or installments; and  

WHEREAS, the purchaser was properly served with Notice of Cancellation of Contract by 

civil process and has failed to cure the default for lands legally described as: 

 CITY OF VIRGINIA 

 LOT:  0004 BLOCK:  027                            

 VIRGINIA 

 Parcel Code:  090-0010-06260      

 C22090089           

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §§ 282.04, Subd. 2(d), and 504B.271 authorize the County Auditor 

to dispose of abandoned personal property; and          

WHEREAS, the previous owner(s) of the property will be notified by posting of property or by 

mail.       

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

cancellation of contract for the purchase of state tax forfeited land described above, according 

to the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 5, and Minn. Stat. § 282.40, and according to 

the procedures of Minn. Stat. § 559.21. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Auditor is authorized to dispose of abandoned 

personal property from the above described state tax forfeited property.  

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-295 

 

WHEREAS, the contract with Timothy D. Ronchetti of Hibbing, MN, for the purchase of 

state tax forfeited land is in default for nonpayment of taxes and installments; and  

WHEREAS, the purchaser was properly served with Notice of Cancellation of Contract by 

civil process and has failed to cure the default for land legally described as: 

 CITY OF VIRGINIA 

 LOTS 7 AND 8, BLOCK 94                           

 VIRGINIA 2ND ADDITION  

 Parcel Code: 090-0030-05520       

 C22090090           

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §§ 282.04, Subd. 2(d), and 504B.271 authorizes the County Auditor 

to dispose of abandoned personal property; and          

WHEREAS, the previous owner of the property will be notified by posting of property or by 

mail.       

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

cancellation of contract for the purchase of state tax forfeited land described above, according 

to the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 5, and Minn. Stat. § 282.40, and according to 

the procedures of Minn. Stat. § 559.21. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Auditor is authorized to dispose of abandoned 

personal property from the above described state tax forfeited property.  

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-296 

 

WHEREAS, the contract with Teresa Anderson of Eveleth, MN, for the repurchase of state 

tax forfeited land is in default for failure to provide proof of insurance; and  

WHEREAS, the purchaser was properly served with Notice of Cancellation of Contract by 

civil process and has failed to cure the default for land legally described as: 
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 TOWN OF FAYAL 

 ELY 435.6 FT OF NLY 500 FT OF SE1/4 OF SE1/4                                   

 SEC 24 TWP 57 RGE 17 

 Parcel Code:  340-0010-04482 

 C22110060            

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §§ 282.04, Subd. 2(d), and 504B.271 authorize the County Auditor 

to dispose of abandoned personal property; and           

WHEREAS, the previous owners of the property will be notified by posting of the property or 

by mail.      

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

cancellation of contract for the repurchase of state tax forfeited land described above, 

according to the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 5, and Minn. Stat. § 282.40, and 

according to the procedures of Minn. Stat. § 559.21. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Auditor is authorized to dispose of 

abandoned personal property from the above described state tax forfeited property.  

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-297 

 

WHEREAS, the contract with Carol A. Rossini of Elk River, MN, for the repurchase of state 

tax forfeited land is in default for nonpayment of taxes; and  

WHEREAS, the purchaser was properly served with Notice of Cancellation of Contract by 

civil process and has failed to cure the default for land legally described as: 

 CITY OF HIBBING 

 LOTS 1 AND 2, BLOCK 1 

 FAIRVIEW C OF HIBBING 

 Parcel Code:  140-0090-00010 

 C22100004            

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §§ 282.04, Subd. 2(d), and 504B.271 authorizes the County Auditor 

to dispose of abandoned personal property; and           

WHEREAS, the previous owners of the property will be notified by posting of the property or 

by mail.      

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

cancellation of contract for the repurchase of state tax forfeited land described above, 

according to the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 5, and Minn. Stat. § 282.40, and 

according to the procedures of Minn. Stat. § 559.21. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Auditor is authorized to dispose of 

abandoned personal property from the above described state tax forfeited property.  

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-298 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Laws of Minnesota 2011, Chapter 3, Section 31, St. Louis County 

may sell by private sale the following described state tax forfeited parcel:  

The West 33 feet of the North 208 feet of the South 832 feet of the Northwest 

Quarter of the Northeast Quarter, Section 7, Township 60 North, Range 13 West, 

Parcel Code 105-0080-00991. 

WHEREAS, this parcel of land has been classified as non-conservation land pursuant to Minn. 

Stat. § 282.01; and 

WHEREAS, this parcel of land is not withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 85.012, 

92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8 and other statutes that require the withholding of state tax forfeited 

lands from sale. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the sale 

of state tax forfeited parcel 105-0080-00991 to David Johnson for a land value of $1,000, 3% 

assurance fee of $30, deed fee of $25, deed tax of $3.30, and recording fee of $46; for a total 
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of $1,104.30, to be deposited in Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-299 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Laws of Minnesota 2011, Chapter 3, Section 31, St. Louis County 

may sell by private sale the following described state tax forfeited parcel:  

The West 33 feet of the North 208 feet of the South 624 feet of the Northwest Quarter of 

the Northeast Quarter, Section 7, Township 60 North, Range 13 West, Parcel Code 105-

0080-00992. 

WHEREAS, this parcel of land has been classified as non-conservation land pursuant to Minn. 

Stat. § 282.01; and 

WHEREAS, this parcel of land is not withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 85.012, 

92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8, and other statutes that require the withholding of state tax forfeited 

lands from sale. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the sale 

of state tax forfeited parcel 105-0080-00992 to Elizabeth Holewa for a land value of $1,000, 

3% assurance fee of $30, deed fee of $25, deed tax of $3.30, and recording fee of $46; for a 

total of $1,104.30, to be deposited in Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-300 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Laws of Minnesota 2011, Chapter 3, Section 31, St. Louis County 

may sell by private sale the following described state tax forfeited parcel:  

The West 33 feet of the South 416 feet of the Northwest Quarter of the Northeast 

Quarter, Section 7, Township 60 North, Range 13 West, Parcel Code 105-0080-00993. 

WHEREAS, this parcel of land has been classified as non-conservation land pursuant to Minn. 

Stat. § 282.01; and 

WHEREAS, this parcel of land is not withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 85.012, 

92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8, and other statutes that require the withholding of state tax forfeited 

lands from sale. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the sale 

of state tax forfeited parcel 105-0080-00993 to Ramona Weaver for a land value of $1,800, 

3% assurance fee of $54, deed fee of $25, deed tax of $5.94, and recording fee of $46; for a 

total of $1,930.94, to be deposited in Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-301 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Public Works Department plans to make several 

improvements to County Roads 938 and 540 (Alango and East Olson Roads) and replace 

County Bridge 657 (State Bridge 88799) over the next few years in Field Township 

(Townships 62 & 63 North, Range 19 West); and 

WHEREAS, these improvements consist of widening and reconstruction of said roadway, and 

bridge replacement, as determined necessary for the safety and convenience of the public; and 

WHEREAS, in addition to the existing highway right of way, additional land is required for 

this construction (together with temporary construction easements). 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

acquisition of the necessary land and temporary easements for these projects, payable from 

Fund 200, Agency 203001, Objects 636500 and 636600.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4, the St. Louis County 

Board authorizes the County Auditor to grant the necessary right of way easements for 

highway purposes over, under, and across the following tax forfeited parcel:  

Northerly 264 feet of Easterly 330 feet of Northeast Quarter of Northeast Quarter (NE¼ 

of NE¼), Section Eight (8), Township 62 North, Range 19 West. 

Parcel Code:  350-0010-01155 
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Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-302 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes a Joint Powers Agreement, and any 

amendments approved by the County Attorney, with the Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources (DNR) where the DNR will pay the county the amount of $68,000 upon completion 

of the features identified in the agreement to improve fish passage design on Tributary 4 to 

Sargent Creek, a designated trout stream, County Project 8175, SAP 69-603-011, with the 

funds to be receipted into Fund 220, Agency 220168, Object 583100. 

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-303 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an agreement, and any amendments 

authorized by the County Attorney, with LHB Corp. for design services for the reconstruction 

of County Bridge 491 along County State Aid Highway 97 over the Embarrass River in 

Biwabik Township, MN, County Project 9589, SAP 69-697-005.  The total cost of these 

services is $28,900.00, payable from Fund 200, Agency 200008, Object 626600. 

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-304 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an agreement, and any amendments 

authorized by the County Attorney, with Erickson Engineering of Bloomington, MN, for 

design services for the reconstruction of County Bridge 161 along County Road 834 over the 

East Savanna River in Halden Township, MN, County Project 158301.  The total cost of these 

services is $29,200, payable from Fund 200, Agency 200008, Object 626600. 

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-305 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

SAP 69-616-048, CP 9296 located on CSAH 16 (Townline Rd.) between TH 73 and CR 

444 in Hibbing, MN. 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, on May 17, 

2012, and Hawkinson Construction Co., Inc., Grand Rapids, MN, provided the low 

responsible bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the low bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT 

Hawkinson Construction Co., Inc.  P.O. Box 278  $1,422,601.06 

 Grand Rapids, MN  55744 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from Fund 220, Agency 

220166, Object 652700. 

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-306 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

MP 97047, Maintenance Striping 2012 located on various county highways and streets 

within the City of Eveleth, City of Virginia, Lake County and St. Louis County. 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, on May 17, 

2012, and Traffic Marking Service, Inc. (M) provided the low responsible bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the low bidder. 

LOW BIDDER ADDRESS  AMOUNT  

Traffic Marking Service, Inc. (M) 621 Division St. East $544,862.00 

 Maple Lake, MN  55358 
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RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from Fund 200, Agency 

207001, Object 651800. 

With additional revenue budgeted for expense: 

City of Eveleth:   Fund 200, Agency 207001, Rev. Object 551519 $     958.30 

City of Virginia:  Fund 200, Agency 207001, Rev. Object 551505 $  5,339.10 

Lake County:       Fund 200, Agency 207001, Rev. Object 551508 $98,431.10 

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-307 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the applications for abatements, 

correction of assessed valuations and taxes plus penalty and interest, and any additional 

accrual, identified in County Board File No. 59401. 

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-308 

 

WHEREAS, all increases in original governmental funds revenue and expenditure budgets 

require County Board approval; and 

WHEREAS, departments anticipate being notified of additional revenues throughout the year 

and need approval to increase revenue and expenditure budgets; and  

WHEREAS, proposed budget adjustments are levy neutral.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

following budget changes: 

1. Increase in revenue and expense budget due to a change in the allocation amounts for 

Long Term Care Consultation (County) and Long Term Care Options Counseling 

(Area Agency on Aging).  The County Long Term Care Consultation units and the 

Area Agencies on Aging jointly provide LTCC and LTCO as authorized under MN 

Statutes, Section 256B.0911, Subdivision 3c, to all citizens requesting this service, 

regardless of Minnesota Health Care Program eligibility.  The 2011 Legislature 

continued this partnership and amended the service, now called "Consultation for 

Housing with Services" and included the increase in the county allocation as described 

under Minnesota Statute, Section 256B.0911, Subdivision 6 ($125,000).  

2. Increase revenue and expense budget due to the new Adult Mental Health Integrated 

Fund allocation amount. This is an annual allocation and is funded with state funds and 

Federal Mental Health Block Grant funds ($347,240).  

3. Increase revenue and expense budget due to the rate change for Assertive Community 

Treatment Services.  These are Federal Medical Assistance pass through dollars that 

will be billed to the state ($142,759).  

4. Increase revenue and expenses in Fund 230, Agency 232020 due to the updated 

Minnesota Family Investment Program (MFIP) Consolidated Fund Allocation 

($4,420). 

5. Reduce amount of grant revenue for Crime Victim Grant. Grant was budgeted for 

twice in the same year ($2,000).  

6. Change the coding on County Board Resolution No. 12-089, which authorized 

appropriate county officials to enter into a professional services agreement with Ayres 

Associates for design, construction and bid documents, and project administration for 

the roadway improvement project for the Joint Public Safety campus, from Fund 100, 

Agency 128015 to Fund 400, Agency 400003.  

7. Use of Technology Fund Balance for the e-recording contract with Tri-Min and the IT 

contract ($120,000).  
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8. Increase revenue and expenditure budget due to an Adult Mental Health award being 

increased to fund treatment being delivered in Wisconsin for one of our clients 

($80,100).  

9. Use of Housing & Redevelopment Authority fund balance to fund local match for 

Board of Water and Soil Resources grant (application and acceptance authorized on 

Resolution No. 11-676, December 20, 2011) ($56,000).  

10. Increase expense and revenue budget by the amount that will be billed to the 

Arrowhead Counties Association after the legislative session ($11,000).  

11. Use of depreciation reserve funds to pay architect fees for replacement of jail roof 

($25,050).  

12. Various position reallocations outside of three steps, all are funded within department 

budgets: Janitor position to a Service Worker position, savings of $588 (Public 

Works); Information Specialist II position to a Business Systems Analyst position 

$7,488 (PHHS); three Engineering Technician Senior positions and two Engineering 

Technician Intermediate positions to Engineering Technician class, savings of $41,328 

(Public Works); Social Service Specialist III position to Division Director position 

$3,516 (PHHS); and Social Services Specialist II position to a Social Worker position 

$3,576 (PHHS).  

13. Use of depreciation reserve funds for the Duluth Courthouse Auditor's Office 

renovation ($116,853.50).  

14. Use of depreciation reserve funds for a contract with Scalzo Architects for Duluth 

Courthouse cornice repair and roof replacement ($20,600).  

15. Use of Attorney's Forfeitures fund balance to make payments to PAVSA ($100) for 

sponsorship of the "Playground" documentary and panel discussion on the abuse and 

exploitation of children, and Duluth Police Fund ($500) for the school crossing guard 

program ($600).  

16. Use portion of Human Resources unspent 2011 personnel budget transferred into the 

2012 budget to increase the expense budget to cover additional salary requirements 

($21,184.90).  

17. Increase revenue and expense budgets to match actual revenues received for meth-

related overtime reimbursed through Northeast Law Enforcement Administrator's 

Council (NLEAC) ($2,290.06).  

18. Use of fund balance in Fund 169 (Attorney Trust Accounts-Victim Witness) to 

purchase newspaper subscriptions for victim witness lounges ($247).  

19. Use of fund balance assigned for cash flow to cover unbudgeted salary increases in 

Public Works in 2012 ($250,000).  

20. Use of fund balance assigned for local levy road and bridge construction to fund 

projects in 2012 and future years ($1,305,505).  
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FUND AGENCY OBJECT Expense Budget Transfer    Out
Accumulation of 

Fund Balance Revenue Budget

Transfers     

In

Use of Fund 

Balance

1 230 232006 550706 (125,000.00)

230 232006 629900 125,000.00

2 230 232016 604200 (273,821.00)

230 232006 604400 244,490.00

230 232016 609600 102,750.00

230 232016 530602 (73,419.00)

3 230 232003 527500 (142,759.00)

232003 609600 142,759.00

4 230 232020 603800 4,420.00

232020 540213 (4,420.00)

5 100 113999 637900 11302 2012 1,000.00

100 113999 531005 11302 2012 1,000.00

100 311202 (2,000.00)

6

7 100 121002 629900 120,000.00

100 999999 311014 (120,000.00)

8 230 232016 530602 (80,100.00)

230 232016 604200 80,100.00

9 250 999999 311200 (56,000.00)

250 251003 695100 56,000.00

10 100 105001 552900 (11,000.00)

100 105001 635500 11,000.00

11 402 402001 630900 (25,050.00)

402 402005 663100 25,050.00

12 200 202002 610100 (588.00) no entry made - unspent funds will roll into fund balance at year end

230 230012 610100 7,488.00 no entry made- per Janet, PHHS can absorb this additional expense in their existing personnel budget

200 200008 610100 (41,328.00) no entry made at this time

230 230006 610100 3,516.00 no entry made at this time - funds will be moved later, if necessary

230 232005 610100 3,576.00 no entry made at this time - funds will be moved later, if necessary

13 402 402001 630900 (116,853.50)

402 402003 629900 116,853.50

14 402 402001 630900 (20,600.00)

402 402003 626500 20,600.00

15 167 167001 629900 100.00

167 167001 629900 500.00

167 999999 311030 (600.00)

change the coding on Res. 12-089, which authorized appropriate county officials to enter into a professional services agreement with Ayres Associates for design, 

construction and bid documentts, and project administration for the roadway improvement project for the Joint Public Safety campus, from Fund 100, Agency 128015 

to Fund 400, Agency 400003

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-309 

 

FUND AGENCY OBJECT Expense Budget Transfer    Out
Accumulation of 

Fund Balance Revenue Budget

Transfers     

In

Use of Fund 

Balance

16 100 123001 610000 21,184.90

100 999999 311200 (21,184.90)

17 100 129999 629900 12943 2012 2,690.06

100 129999 540515 12943 2012 (2,690.06)

18 169 169001 624500 247.00

169 99999 311030 (247.00)

19 200 999999 311132 (250,000.00)

200 200001 619900 250,000.00

20 200 999999 311142 (1,305,505.00)

200 203001 652800 1,305,505.00
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RESOLVED, that a public hearing will be held at 9:45 a.m. on Tuesday, July 3, 2012, in the 

St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, for the consideration of liquor law violation 

allegations, and, if proven, the suspension or revocation of the liquor license issued to Belo 

Enterprises, Inc., d/b/a Crossroads Convenience and Liquor Store, Clinton Township, and/or 

the imposition of civil penalties for the violation. 

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-310 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 340A, as 

amended, and Rules and Regulations adopted by this Board under St. Louis County Ordinance 

No. 28, dated May 22, 1978, as amended, the following application for  intoxicating liquor 

licenses is hereby approved, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County 

Board File No. 59385: 

Bimbo's, Inc., d/b/a Bimbo's Octagon, French Township, Combination 

On/Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License No. CMB13149 and Sunday On-

Sale Intoxicating Liquor License No. SUN13149, change of officers.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent upon license holder paying 

real estate or personal property taxes when due. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells their licensed place of business, 

the County Board, at its discretion, may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new 

owner, but without pro-rated refund of the license fees to the license holder. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license shall be effective July 1, 2012, through June 30, 

2013. 

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-311 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 340A, as 

amended, and Rules and Regulations adopted by this Board under St. Louis County Ordinance 

No. 28, dated May 22, 1978, as amended, the following application for a temporary on-sale 

intoxicating liquor license is hereby approved, on file in the office of the County Auditor, 

identified as County Board File No. 59385: 

Bear River Fair Committee, Morcom Township, Temporary On-Sale 

Intoxicating Liquor License No. TL1214, for August 17, 18, & 19, 2012. 

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-312 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 340A, as 

amended, and Rules and Regulations adopted by this Board under St. Louis County Ordinance 

No. 28, dated May 22, 1978, as amended, the following application for an intoxicating liquor 

license is hereby approved, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County 

Board File No. 59385: 

Creek Ridge Sports Club, Inc., d/b/a Creek Ridge Sports Club, Morse Township, On-

Sale Intoxicating Liquor License No. ON1345 and Sunday On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor 

License No. SUN1345, incorporating. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent upon license holder paying 

real estate or personal property taxes when due. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells their licensed place of business, 

the County Board, at its discretion, may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new 

owner, but without pro-rated refund of the license fees to the license holder. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license shall be effective July 1, 2012, through June 30, 

2013. 

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-313 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 340A, as 
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amended, and Rules and Regulations adopted by this Board under St. Louis County Ordinance 

No. 28, dated May 22, 1978, as amended, the following application for an intoxicating liquor 

license is hereby approved, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County 

Board File No. 59385: 

Donofrio Development, Inc., d/b/a The Retreat Golf Course, Floodwood 

Township, On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License No. ON1344 and Sunday 

On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License No. ONS1344, change of officers. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent upon license holder paying 

real estate or personal property taxes when due. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells their licensed place of business, 

the County Board, at its discretion, may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new 

owner, but without pro-rated refund of the license fees to the license holder. 

 RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license shall be effective July 1, 2012, through June 30, 

2013. 

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-314 

 

RESOLVED, that the workers’ compensation report of claims by employees for work-related 

injuries, dated May 18, 2012, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County 

Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from Fund 730, Agency 

730001. 

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-315 

 

WHEREAS, effective services to victims of crime is an essential component of public safety, 

as well as fairness and justice; and 

WHEREAS, the increased Criminal and Public Health & Human Services Division caseloads 

in the County Attorney’s Office requires an additional 0.2 FTE in the Virginia Office to ensure 

that adequate services are provided to victims of crime; and 

WHEREAS, the County Attorney believes that workload demands require an increase of 0.2 

FTE in the Victim-Witness division in the Virginia County Attorney’s Office. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an 

additional 0.2 FTE in the County Attorney’s personnel complement (Fund 100, Agency 

113001), with the additional expense to be transferred from Fund 169 fund balance (Object 

311030). 

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-316 

 

WHEREAS, the Human Resources Department has created a new class for the Safety and 

Risk Management Division of the Administration Department and determined that it should 

be allocated to Grade 24 of the Civil Service Basic Unit Pay Plan; and 

WHEREAS, a transfer of the existing Investigator position tasked with these duties from the 

County Attorney’s Office to the Safety and Risk Management Division is being proposed. 

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board adopts the 

Insurance and Claims Specialist class, which is allocated to Grade 24: $45,903 - $64,409 

(annual steps and longevities through twenty-four years of service) of the Civil Service Basic 

Unit Pay Plan. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Board authorizes the decrease of 1.0 full time 

equivalent (FTE) in the County Attorney’s Office and an increase of 1.0 FTE position in the 

Administration Department Safety and Risk Management Division. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that this transferred and updated position will continue to be funded 

from the Property, Casualty and Liability Insurance Fund (Fund 720, Agency 720001) and the 

necessary budget adjustments will be made to reflect the new class, effective June 16, 2012. 

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-317 
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WHEREAS, the Department of Homeland Security has made funding available to the Port of 

Duluth/Superior under the FY 2009 Port Security Grant Program; and 

WHEREAS, Allied Radio Matrix Emergency Response (ARMER) end user radio equipment 

included in the grant is available under state contract vendor Motorola, Inc.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes a 

contract with Motorola, Inc., in the amount of $200,667 for the purchase of ARMER portable 

radios, of which $150,500 will be accounted for in Fund 100, Agency 129999, Grant 12938, 

Year 2012, and the required local match of $50,167 will be accounted for in Fund 100, 

Agency 129003, Object 643200. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to sign any associated contract documents. 

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-318 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board believes it is appropriate and in the best interest of 

the citizens of the county to provide funding support for the Duluth Family Visitation Center 

(DFVC), a program of the Domestic Abuse Intervention Program. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board supports a one-

time allocation of $6,000 to the Duluth Family Visitation Center for calendar year 2012, as 

approved by the County Attorney, with the transfer from fund balance (Forfeiture Fund 167, 

Agency 999999, Object 311030) to operating account (Fund 167, Agency 167001, Object 

637900) to pay for the allocation. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that consideration of reinstating future funding for the agency will 

be addressed during upcoming budget deliberations in preparation of the county’s 2013 

Operating and Capital Budget. 

Adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-319 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, the 2009 Port Security Grant, a currently active grant in the Sheriff’s Office, was 

scheduled to expire on May 31, 2012; and 

WHEREAS, the Federal Emergency Management Agency, through the State of Minnesota, is 

offering to extend the grant contract to November 30, 2012.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes 

acceptance of the 2009 Port Security grant contract extension to November 30, 2012, to be 

accounted for in Fund 100, Agency 129999, Grant 12938, Year 2012. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to sign any associated contract documents. 

Unanimously adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-320 

 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota Department of Public Safety, through the Division of 

Emergency Communication Networks, has made available $387,950 in funding from the State 

Homeland Security grant program for interoperable communications equipment for the 

Northeast Regional Radio Board; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County, as the grantee, will serve as the regional grant administrator 

and fiscal agent for the grant; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office, on behalf of the Northeast Regional Radio 

Board, will be able to purchase needed interoperable communications equipment from 

Motorola, Inc., per state contract, as a result of this funding.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

application and acceptance of the 2011 State Homeland Security grant in the amount of 

$387,950, to be accounted for in Fund 100, Agency 136999, Grant 13604, Year 2011, for 
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interoperable communications equipment, and authorize the county to serve as fiscal agent for 

the grant on behalf of the Northeast Regional Radio Board.    

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to sign any associated contract documents.   

Unanimously adopted June 5, 2012. No. 12-321 

 

At 10:07 a.m., June 5, 2012, Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, 

moved to adjourn; five yeas, zero nays.  

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON JUNE 12, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 12th day 

of June, 2012, at 9:30 a.m., in the St. Louis County Board Room, Duluth, Minnesota, with the 

following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris Dahlberg, 

Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, and Chair Keith Nelson - 6.  Absent:  Commissioner Steve 

Raukar – 1. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who protect and serve our 

communities and those who protect our freedoms.  Chair Nelson then made notice of his 

attendance of a Memorial Day service at which he was emotionally moved by the pride shown 

by a World War II veteran who was unable to stand during an armed service medley.  The 

veteran instead saluted and placed his hat on his cane and lifted it up in the air. 

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to persons who wanted to address the Board concerning 

issues not on the agenda and Mr. Martin Baldwin chose to do so.  Deputy Administrator Gary 

Eckenberg made a presentation to the Board on behalf of Mr. Baldwin.  Deputy Eckenberg 

read through a consumer report form that Mr. Baldwin submitted to the Attorney General 

requesting the return of his eligibility for Medicaid.  Mr. Baldwin had indicated that he had 

boycotted the new U-Care health plan as he was unable to see his own doctor or go to his 

nearest pharmacy.  Mark Nelson, Director of Adult Services, Public Health & Human Services 

Department, made a presentation explaining the background of the changes the State made 

from special needs basic care to the new managed care U-Care program.  Director Nelson 

indicated that many other individuals facing the same situation as Mr. Baldwin had received 

notices from the State regarding this change but the information could be confusing.  Director 

Nelson indicated that Mr. Baldwin was still able to opt out of the U-Care program within thirty 

days and go back to a different program.  Director Nelson indicated he would work with Mr. 

Baldwin in resolving his issue.  Chair Nelson asked that Commissioner O’Neil follow up on 

this situation with Mr. Baldwin and bring a status report to the next board meeting.     

 

At 9:46 a.m. a public hearing convened pursuant to Resolution No. 12-281, adopted May 22, 

2012, to consider the issuance of an off-sale intoxicating liquor license for Back Country Bar, 

Inc., d/b/a Hugo’s, Ault Township.  Assistant County Attorney Jim Nephew presented the 

board with a packet of information regarding Back Country Bar, Inc.  The packet contained 

the following items: town board resolution, liquor liability insurance valid through June 30, 

2012, notice of liquor licensing committee, minutes from May 1, 2012, liquor licensing 

committee meeting, copy of the liquor license checklist, public hearing resolution No. 12-281 

adopted May 22, 2012, notice of public hearing published May 26, 2012, in the Duluth News 

Tribune, notice of public hearing sent to Jody Hepola on June 4, 2012, and proof that real 

estate taxes were current.  Chair Nelson then asked if there were any representatives of the 

entity who would like to appear and give testimony, at which time Gary & Jody Hepola from 

Back Country Bar, Inc., came before the Board.  Commissioner Forsman asked the Hepolas if 

they had read all of the regulations and rules regarding the liquor license.  Commissioner 

Sweeney stressed the importance that all their employees must know and follow these rules.  

After further discussion, Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, 

moved to close the hearing at 9:54 am; six yeas, zero nays.  Commissioner Dahlberg, 

supported by Commissioner Forsman, moved to pass the resolution regarding the issuance of 

an off-sale intoxicating liquor license to Back Country Bar, Inc.; six yeas, zero nays.  
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Resolution No. 12-348. 

 

At 9:55 a.m. a public hearing convened pursuant to Resolution No. 12-282, adopted May 22, 

2012, to consider the issuance of an off-sale intoxicating liquor license for Porkorny’s, LLC, 

d/b/a Gappas Landing Resort & Campground, Kabetogama Township.  Assistant County 

Attorney Jim Nephew presented the board with a packet of information regarding Porkorny’s, 

LLC.  The packet contained the following items: town board resolution, notice of liquor 

licensing committee, minutes from May 1, 2012, liquor licensing committee meeting, copy of 

the liquor license checklist, public hearing resolution No. 12-282 adopted May 22, 2012, 

notice of public hearing published May 26, 2012, in the Duluth News Tribune, notice of 

public hearing sent to Jody Hepola on June 4, 2012.  The packet also included a list of 

contingencies that had not been met.  These contingencies include: proof of liquor liability 

insurance, Minnesota Department of Health approval, obtaining a Federal tax identification 

number, MDH Food/Beverage Service license application, and payment of the first half of 

2012 real estate taxes. Chair Nelson then asked if there were any representatives of the entity 

who would like to appear and give testimony.  No representatives were present.  

Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner Jewell, moved to close the hearing at 

9:59 am; six yeas, zero nays.  Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, 

moved to pass the resolution regarding the issuance of an Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor license 

to Porkorny’s, LLC, based on the contingencies listed being met; six yeas, zero nays. 

Resolution No. 12-349. 

 

At 10:00 a.m. a public hearing convened pursuant to Resolution No. 12-283, adopted May 22, 

2012, to consider the issuance of an off-sale intoxicating liquor license for The Shack, Inc., 

d/b/a The Shack, Unorganized Township 59-16.  Assistant County Attorney Jim Nephew 

presented the board with a packet of information regarding The Shack, Inc.  The packet 

contained the following items: notice of liquor licensing committee, minutes from May 1, 

2012 liquor licensing committee meeting, copy of the liquor license checklist, public hearing 

resolution No. 12-283 adopted May 22, 2012, notice of public hearing published May 26, 

2012, in the Duluth News Tribune, notice of public hearing sent to James Sandstrom on June 

4, 2012.  The packet also included a list of contingencies that had not been met.  These 

contingencies include:  proof of liquor liability insurance, Minnesota Department of Health 

approval, obtaining a State and Federal tax identification number, MDH Food/Beverage 

Service license application, payment of past due first half 2012 property taxes and delinquent 

real estate taxes.  Attorney Nephew made recommendation not to approve license unless taxes 

were paid.  James Sandstrom then discussed with the Board explaining that all of the items on 

the contingency list were being addressed.  Mr. Sandstrom continue to explain that he had 

obtained a court order stating that he was not liable for the taxes prior to May 1, 2012, and that 

they were to be collected from his former wife.  Commissioner Forsman asked Attorney 

Nephew if they had a copy of the court order and was told that they did receive one but 

Attorney Nephew had not reviewed it.  Attorney Nephew went on to explain that the current 

County ordinance requires that all taxes must be paid in order to obtain a license, regardless of 

the responsible party.  Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner O’Neil moved to 

close the hearing at 10:15 am; six yeas, zero nays.  Commissioner Forsman stated that our 

ordinance is not fair based on the situation facing The Shack and stated that he took an issue 

with the conflict between the County ordinance and the court order.  Commissioner Jewell 

seconded Commissioner Forsman’s comments about the fairness of the ordinance and stated 

that it is unfair that the Board would be stopping The Shack from opening a business.  Chair 

Nelson made a friendly amendment that would be contingent on Mr. Sandstrom entering into 

an acceptable payment plan with the County Auditor’s office for payment of the delinquent 

property taxes and septic assessment.  The friendly amendment was accepted by 
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Commissioner Forsman and seconded by Commissioner Jewell.  After further discussion, 

Commissioner Sweeney asked for a break at 10:45 am.  The meeting reconvened at 10:54 am, 

at which time Commissioner O’Neil stated that there were many unanswered questions 

regarding this issue and that it should be sent back and discussed by the liquor licensing 

committee. Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Sweeney moved to table the 

motion; six yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Jewell, moved to approve the consent 

agenda without item #17 referencing the application for on-sale and Sunday on-sale 

intoxicating liquor licenses for The Shack, Inc., d/b/a The Shack, Unorganized Township 59-

16.  The consent was then approved; six yeas, zero nays.   

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to table item #17 from 

the consent agenda to the following board meeting in two weeks; six yeas, zero nays. 

 

Administrator Gray indicated to the Board that there was a time specific closed session 

requested for litigation purposes for the Central Management & Intergovernmental 

Committee.  Moved by Commissioner Jewell, supported by Commissioner O’Neil; six yeas, 

zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-350. 

 

The following board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

board meeting: 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner, submitting 

Board Letter No. 12-221, Reclassification of State Tax Forfeited Lands to Non-

Conservation.—59477 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting Board 

Letter No. 12-237, Minnesota State Auditor Performance Measurement Program, 2012 

Report.—59478 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Ted Troolin, Director of Environmental Services, 

submitting Board Letter No. 12-223, Authorization to Apply for Local SSTS Fix-up Grant 

Funding.—59479 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Barbara Hayden, Director of Planning and 

Development, submitting Board Letter No. 12-231, Establish a Public Hearing to Consider 

Tax Abatement and Loan Guarantee – AAR Aircraft Services, Inc.—59480 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, submitting Board Letter No. 12-232, Arrowhead Library 

System Merger with North Country Library Cooperative – New Contract Agreement & 

Appoint Members.—59481 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, submitting Board Letter No. 12-236, Opposition to House 

of Representatives Bill 1505, The National Security and Federal Lands Protection Act.—

59482 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Barbara Hayden, Director of Planning and 

Development, submitting Board Letter No. 12-217, Amend Ordinance 27, Comprehensive 

Land Use Plan, and Zoning Ordinance No. 46, Zoning Maps.—59483 
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Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Northland 

Consulting Engineers, LLP, for Engineering Oversight and Project Administration for the 

Duluth Courthouse Cornice and Sloped Roof Repair.—12-315 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Northland 

Consulting Engineers, LLP, for the 2012 Annual Parking Ramp Structural Inspections.—12-

316 

 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway (CSAH) Project between the County of St. Louis and 

Hovland, Inc., for SAP 69-609-037, CP 8579, Bridge No. 88156 Stone Masonry 

Reconstruction, Masonry Tuck pointing, Concrete Floor Repair, and Drainage Improvements 

on CSAH 9 (4th Street) in Duluth, MN.—12-317 

 

Agreement between the County of St. Louis and the Township of Canosia for Crack Sealing 

2012 (MP 97044).—12-318 

 

Local Bridge Replacement Program (LBRP) Grant Agreement, Mn/DOT Agreement No. 

00527, between the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) and St. Louis County 

for SAP 69-598-040, County Road 615 (Salo Rd.) over Spring Ridge Creek in Waasa 

Township.—12-319 

 

Local Bridge Replacement Program (LBRP) Grant Agreement, Mn/DOT Agreement No. 

00970, between the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) and St. Louis County 

for SAP 69-607-047, CSAH 7 (Industrial Rd.) in Industrial Township.—12-320 

 

Local Bridge Replacement Program (LBRP) Grant Agreement, Mn/DOT Agreement No. 

00390, between the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) and St. Louis County 

for SAP 69-609-037, CSAH 9 (4th Street) in Duluth, MN.—12-321 

 

Local Bridge Replacement Program (LBRP) Grant Agreement, Mn/DOT Agreement No. 

00822, between the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) and St. Louis County 

for SAP 69-675-005, CSAH 75 (Greaney Rd.) in Unorganized Township 63-21.—12-322 

 

Supply Contract, Contract No. 5015-B, between the County of St. Louis and Monarch Paving 

Co., for the purchase of bituminous materials.—12-323 

 

Amendment #3 to MnDOT Grant Agreement #94577, Capital Assistance to States-Intercity 

Passenger Rail Service Program, extending the contract expiration date to Sept. 30, 2012.—

12-324 

 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and Redstone 

Construction, Inc., for SAP 69-607-047, CP 98840, approach grading, bitumino9us paving, 

culverts, guardrail, and Bridge No. 69A04 located on CSAH 7 (Industrial Rd.) in Industrial 

Township.—12-325 

 

County-State Aid Highway Project Contract between the County of St. Louis and Hawkinson 

Construction Co., Inc., for SAP 69-616-048, CP 9296, culvert replacement, mill bituminous 

surface, bituminous pavement reclamation, plant mix bituminous surface, aggregate base & 

aggregate shouldering on CSAH 16 (Townline Rd.) in Hibbing, MN.—12-326 

 

Professional Services Agreement, Contract No. 30140, between the St. Louis County Public 
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Health and Human Services Department and Arrowhead Psychological Clinic, P.A., for 

Forensic Psychological Services.—12-327 

 

Amendment to the Homeland Security and Emergency Management Division 2009 Port 

Security Grant extending the expiration date to Nov. 30, 2012.—12-328 

 

Grant Agreement between the Minnesota Department of Public Safety and St. Louis County 

for the 2011 State Homeland Security Program Grant in the amount of $387,950.—12-329 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Jewell, resolutions 

numbered 12-322 through 12-347, as submitted on the consent agenda, were unanimously 

adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Planning Commission held a public hearing regarding the 

preliminary plat of Bowers Addition to Rollick Creek on July 14, 2011, and granted 

preliminary approval for the plat; and 

WHEREAS, the final prints have been submitted and conform with the requirements set forth 

by the Planning Commission. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board grants final 

approval to the plat of Bowers Addition to Rollick Creek, located in Section 15, Township 67 

North, Range 17 West (Crane Lake Township). 

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-322 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Eveleth initiated a zoning map amendment for the Eveleth Veterans 

Park and Campground; and 

WHEREAS, on May 10, 2012, the St. Louis County Planning Commission held a public 

hearing to consider amending Ordinance 27, the Comprehensive Land Use Plan, and the 

zoning map, Town of Fayal, and recommends approval of the proposed amendments. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board amends 

Ordinance 27, Article II, Section 17, as follows: 

Concept Area 3. Rezone this area from Shoreland Mixed Use-11 to Residential-11, and 

eliminate doubling the lot size requirements for non-riparian lots (i.e. second-tier 

development). Two areas will remain Shoreland Mixed Use, where commercial uses are 

allowable by conditional use permit.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board amend Ordinance 46, zoning map, 

T57N, R17W, Town of Fayal, as follows: 

Rezone the Eveleth Veteran’s Park and Campground from RES-11, Residential, to SMU-11, 

Shoreland Mixed Use. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the effective date will be July 3, 2012. 

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-323 

 

WHEREAS, the contract with Co-Development, LLC c/o Terry Hauer, of Eagan, MN, for the 

purchase of state tax forfeited lands, which were sold in conjunction with City of Duluth 

lands, is in default for nonpayment of required installment; and  

WHEREAS, the purchaser was properly served with Notice of Cancellation of Contract by 

civil process and has failed to cure the default for lands legally described as: 

 CITY OF DULUTH 

 LOT 21 EX S 17 FT FOR BLVD, also 

 LOT 23 EX S 17 FT FOR BLVD 

 BLOCK 154                  
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 DULUTH PROPER THIRD DIVISION     

 Parcel Codes: 010-1350-12710, 010-1350-12720 

 C22060203         

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §§ 282.04, Subd. 2(d), and 504B.271 authorizes the County Auditor 

to dispose of abandoned personal property; and          

WHEREAS, the previous owner(s) of the property will be notified by posting of property or by 

mail.       

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

cancellation of contract for the purchase of state tax forfeited lands and City of Duluth Lands 

described above, according to the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 5, and Minn. Stat. 

§ 282.40, and according to the procedures of Minn. Stat. § 559.21. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Auditor is authorized to dispose of abandoned 

personal property from the above described state tax forfeited property.  

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-324 

 

WHEREAS, Douglas Hustad Logging, Inc., has been granted a third one-year contract 

extension on St. Louis County Timber Contract C19060038 (Adios Muchacho Sale) by 

County Board Resolution No. 146 dated April 5, 2011; and 

WHEREAS, Douglas Hustad Logging, Inc., did not complete Timber Contract C19060038 by 

the end of the third extension period requiring full contract payment; and 

WHEREAS, requiring the full contract payment of Timber Contract C19060038 will create a 

financial hardship for Douglas Hustad Logging, Inc.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

Land and Minerals Department to hold only payments and deposits already collected for 

Timber Contract C19060038 (Adios Muchacho Sale), and re-offer the sale at a future timber 

sale auction. 

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-325 

 

WHEREAS, Independent School District No. 709 (ISD 709) has requested permanent and 

temporary easements across state tax forfeited land for the purpose of constructing and 

maintaining a sidewalk for access to the new Lincoln Park Middle School; and  

WHEREAS, exercising the easements will not conflict with public use of the land; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4, allows for the granting of easements across state 

tax forfeited land for such purposes.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Auditor, pursuant to 

Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4, is authorized to grant easements across state tax forfeited lands 

to ISD 709 described as follows: 

A 16.00 foot wide permanent easement over, under and across part of the Southwest Quarter 

of the Northeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter (SW 1/4 of NE 1/4 of NW 1/4) of Section 

Five (5), Township Forty-Nine (49) North, Range Fourteen (14) West of the Fourth (4th) 

Principal Meridian, City of Duluth, St. Louis County, Minnesota, centered on the line 

described as follows: 

Commencing at the southeast corner of the Southwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of the 

Northwest Quarter (SW 1/4 of NE 1/4 of NW 1/4) of Section 5; thence North 00 degrees 40 

minutes 10 seconds West along the east line of said SW 1/4 of NE 1/4 of NW 1/4 a distance 

of 155.85 feet to the point of beginning of the line to be described; thence South 89 degrees 15 

minutes 13 seconds West a distance of 64.84 feet; thence 113.05 feet along a tangential curve 

concave northeasterly, having a radius of 250.00 feet and a central angle of 25 degrees 54 

minutes 32 seconds; thence North 64 degrees 50 minutes 15 seconds West a distance of 60.13 

feet; thence 142.92 feet along a tangential curve concave northeasterly, having a radius of 

250.00 feet and a central angle of 32 degrees 45 minutes 14 seconds; thence North 32 degrees 
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05 minutes 01 second West, a distance of 86.15 feet to a point on a line 46.50 feet northerly of 

and parallel with the southerly line of the N 1/2 of said SW 1/4 of NE 1/4 of NW ¼ and said 

line there terminating; and 

A temporary easement over, under and across part of the Southwest Quarter of the Northeast 

Quarter of the Northwest Quarter (SW 1/4 of NE 1/4 of  NW 1/4) of Section Five (5), 

Township Forty-Nine (49) North, Range Fourteen (14) West of  the Fourth (4th) Principal 

Meridian, City of Duluth, St. Louis County, Minnesota;  except the easterly 25 feet of the 

southerly 141 feet thereof and lying between  two lines 8.00 feet and 33.00 feet northeasterly 

of and southwesterly of the following described centerline: 

Commencing at the southeast corner of the Southwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of the 

Northwest Quarter (SW 1/4 of NE 1/4 of NW 1/4) of Section 5; thence North 00 degrees 40 

minutes 10 seconds West along the east line of said SW 1/4 of NE 1/4 of NW 1/4 a distance 

of 155.85 feet to the point of beginning of the line to be described; thence South 89 degrees 15 

minutes 13 seconds West a distance of 64.84 feet; thence 113.05 feet along a tangential curve 

concave northeasterly, having a radius of 250.00 feet and a central angle of 25 degrees 54 

minutes 32 seconds; thence North 64 degrees 50 minutes 15 seconds West a distance of 60.13 

feet; thence 142.92 feet along a tangential curve concave northeasterly, having a radius of 

250.00 feet and a central angle of 32 degrees 45 minutes 14 seconds; thence North 32 degrees 

05 minutes 01 second West a distance of 86.15 feet to a point on a line 46.50 feet northerly of 

and parallel with the southerly line of the N 1/2 of said SW 1/4 of NE 1/4 of NW 1/4 and said 

line there terminating. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the granting of these easements is conditioned upon ISD 709 

transferring approximately 0.62 acres of land to the state in trust for the taxing districts. 

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-326 

 

WHEREAS, all parcels of land becoming the property of the State of Minnesota in Trust 

through forfeiture for nonpayment of real estate taxes shall be classified or reclassified as 

conservation or non-conservation as required by Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1; and 

WHEREAS, the parcels described in the attached County Board File forfeited to the State of 

Minnesota for nonpayment of real estate taxes and were previously classified as conservation; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Land and Minerals Department has recommended that the parcels be 

reclassified as non-conservation and approved for sale after considering, among other things, 

the present use of adjacent land, the productivity of the soil, the character of forest or other 

growth, the accessibility of lands to established roads, schools, and other public services, and 

their peculiar suitability or desirability for particular uses; and 

WHEREAS, these parcels of land may be located inside the boundaries of a municipality or 

town and Minn. Stat. § 282.01 provides that classification or reclassification and sale of lands 

situated within a municipality or town must be approved by the governing body of the 

municipality or town; and  

WHEREAS, the reclassification and sale of the parcels will be deemed approved if the county 

board does not receive notice of the municipality’s or town’s disapproval of the 

reclassification and sale of any parcel within 60 days of the date on which this resolution is 

delivered to the clerk of the municipality or town in which the parcels are located. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the state tax forfeited parcels described in 

County Board File No. 59477 shall be reclassified as non-conservation and offered for sale, 

and the request for approval of the reclassification shall be transmitted by the St. Louis County 

Land and Minerals Department to the clerk of the municipality or town in which the parcels 

are located.  

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-327 
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WHEREAS, the Duluth Economic and Development Authority (DEDA) has requested to 

purchase the following described state tax forfeited land for the reduced value of $1,800, plus 

fees, for economic development purposes: 

Legal: CITY OF DULUTH  

THAT PART OF BLK 48 LYING E OF A LINE COMM AT INTERSECTION OF ELY 

LINE OF DWP RIGHT OF WAY & THE NLY RIGHT OF WAY OF GOGEBIC ST; 

THENCE N 30 DEG 54 MINUTES 20 SECONDS E ALONG E LINE OF DWP RIGHT OF 

WAY 910.04 FT TO PT OF BEG; THENCE S 78 DEG 5 MINUTES 20 SECONDS E 

110.93 FT; THENCE N 75 DEG 3 MINUTES 13 SECONDS E 210.84 FT; THENCE S 86 

DEG 5 MINUTES 41 SECONDS E 237.82 FT; THENCE S 60 DEG 37 MINUTES 11 

SECONDS E 279.27 FT TO S LINE OF BLK 48 EX HWY R/W, BLOCK 48, IRONTON 

2ND DIVISION DULUTH 

Parcel Code: 010-2530-09790 

LDKEY: 55160 

ACRES: 0.26 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1(a) authorizes the sale of state tax forfeited land to 

an organized governmental subdivision for any public purpose for which the subdivision is 

authorized to acquire property; and 

WHEREAS, these parcels of land may be located inside the boundaries of a municipality or 

town and Minn. Stat. § 282.01 provides that classification or reclassification and sale of lands 

situated within a municipality or town must be approved by the governing body of the 

municipality or town; and  

WHEREAS, the reclassification and sale of these parcels will be deemed approved if the 

County Board does not receive notice of the municipality’s or town’s disapproval of the 

reclassification and sale within 60 days of the date on which this resolution is delivered to the 

clerk; and 

WHEREAS, the Land Commissioner recommends that these parcels be reclassified as non-

conservation and offered for sale having considered, among other things, the present use of 

adjacent land; the productivity of the soil; the character of forest or other growth; the 

accessibility of lands to established roads, schools, and other public services; and the peculiar 

suitability or desirability of lands for particular uses. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

reclassification and sale of state tax forfeited land, as described, to the Duluth Economic and 

Development Authority for the value of $1,800 plus the following fees: 3% assurance fee of 

$54, deed fee of $25, deed tax of $5.94, recording fee of $46, and administration fee of $150; 

for a total of $2,080.94, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-328 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board believes it is in the public interest to protect the 

environment; and 

WHEREAS, on May 30, 2012, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency notified the 

Environmental Services Department that funding is available to assist in the upgrade of 

subsurface sewage treatment systems (SSTS) that are imminent threats to public health or fail 

to protect groundwater; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County, through its Environmental Services and Planning and 

Community Development departments and in cooperation with the Arrowhead Economic 

Opportunity Agency, has established a program to assist in the upgrade of SSTS, and this 

funding can be used to augment and expand that program. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

Environmental Services Department to apply for $40,000 in Local Fix-up Grant Funding from 

the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Subsurface Treatment Systems Program. 
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Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-329 

 

RESOLVED, that the appraisal report for sale of timber, numbered Tract 1 as submitted by 

the Land Commissioner, on file in the Office of the County Auditor, identified as County 

Board File No. 59391, is approved and the County Auditor is authorized to carry out the 

recommendation as listed in said appraisal report. 

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-330 

  

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota, Department of Transportation, will provide payment 

under the terms of Agreement No. 00286 for the use of County State Aid Highways Nos. 120, 

21, 70 and County Road 623 as a detour route during the construction of State Project No. 

3801-18 (T.H. 1 = 166), and; 

WHEREAS, the state is willing to pay for road life consumed by the detour and maintenance 

on the above listed roadways based on the income determined by the “Gas Tax Method”. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into Agreement No. 00286 with the State of Minnesota, 

Department of Transportation, and approve any amendments approved by the County 

Attorney’s Office. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the compensation shall be estimated in the amount of 

$33,716.34, and not to exceed $45,000 unless the maximum obligation is increased by 

execution of an amendment to the agreement, with funds to be receipted into Fund 200, 

Agency 205003, Object 583100. 

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-331 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Public Works Department has agreed to designate the Stone 

Lake Bridge Road located in the plats of Allen’s Stone Lake Lots and Johnson’s Division of 

Lots B & C of Allen’s Stone Lake Lots in Government Lot 1, Section 27, Township 55 North, 

Range 12 West, as a county road.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that under authority granted by Minnesota Statutes 

§ 163.11, Subdivision 1, the St. Louis County Board establishes, locates, and designates as 

County Road 611, that portion of the Stone Lake Bridge Road described as follows:  

Commencing at the North Quarter Corner of Section 27, Township 55 North, Range 12 West, 

thence south and easterly along the centerline of the existing County Road 611 (a.k.a. Hopper 

Road) to the west shore of Stone Lake as known and described in Resolution Number 205 of 

the County Board adopted March 6, 1941, and the point of beginning of the county road to be 

described, thence easterly over and along that road as shown on the Plat of Allen’s Stone Lake 

Lots and dedicated to public use in 1952 for a distance of 0.32 mile more or less to a point on 

the east boundary line of Government Lot 1, Section 27, Township 55 North, Range 12 West, 

and there terminating. 

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-332 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

SP 69-621-030, CP 9311, MN Proj. No. STPX 6912(158) located on CSAH 21 from TR 

6411 (Niemi Rd.) in Waasa Township to CSAH 70 in Babbitt, MN. 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, on May 31, 

2012, and Ulland Brothers, Inc., Cloquet, MN, provided the low responsible bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the low bidder. 

 LOW BIDDER ADDRESS  AMOUNT  

 Ulland Brothers, Inc. P.O. Box 340  $3,291,472.58 

 Cloquet, MN  55720 
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RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from Fund 220, Agency 

220278, Object 652700. 

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-333 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

SP 88-070-016, CP 92761, MN Proj. No. HSIP 8812(212) located on various County 

State Aid Highways within St. Louis County and Lake County. 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN on May 31, 

2012, and AAA Striping Service, St. Michael, MN, provided the low responsible bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the low bidder. 

 LOW BIDDER ADDRESS  AMOUNT  

 AAA Striping Service 12220 – 43rd Street NE $935,204.07 

 St. Michael, MN  55376 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from Fund 220, Agency 

220275, Object 652700. 

With additional revenue budged for expense: 

Fund 220, Agency 220275, Rev. Object 551508 $247,500.80 

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-334 

 

WHEREAS, the cleaning contract for the Northland Office Center in Virginia has expired; 

and 

WHEREAS, General Cleaning of Duluth, Minnesota, has submitted a proposal for a contract 

in an amount of $50,858.53 per year for cleaning the building; and 

WHEREAS, the contract includes an initial “deep cleaning” for a cost of $628.43, resulting in 

a first year total cost of $51,486.96.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute a one year (with two additional, one-year extension 

options) agreement with General Cleaning of Duluth, Minnesota, for an annual amount of 

$51,486.96 for year one and $50,858.53 for years two and three. Funds are available from 

Fund 100, Agency 128006. 

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-335 

 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §§ 116J.993 - 116J.995, Business Subsidy Law, requires that a 

public hearing be conducted prior to granting any business subsidy in an amount greater than 

$150,000 in value; and 

WHEREAS, AAR Aircraft Services, Inc., has requested St. Louis County to consider up to 

$320,000 tax abatement financing payable over seven years and a $50,000 one year Minnesota 

Investment Fund loan guarantee for the expansion of their Duluth facility. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board will hold a public 

hearing on Tuesday, June 26, 2012, at 9:40 a.m., at Semer’s Park Pavilion, Ely, Minnesota, to 

solicit public input prior to considering the proposed business subsidy request. 

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-336 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County Purchasing Rules & Regulations require that construction 

project change orders exceeding $50,000 must be approved by the County Board (Resolution 

No. 91-867, dated November 5, 1991); and 



PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

183 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, the architectural and engineering (A&E) design and implementation fees 

originally determined for the Virginia Courthouse remodeling and addition project were not an 

accurate representation of the actual services required; and 

WHEREAS, the larger size of the new addition and remodeled areas, and the additional 

services required by state and local code officials resulted in an additional A&E fee of 

$63,070, to be added to the original contract for services with Architectural Resources, Inc., of 

Hibbing, Minnesota, in the amount of $285,419. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

change order amendment to the professional services contract with Architectural Resources, 

Inc., of Hibbing, Minnesota, for an additional $63,070, for a total professional services fee of 

$348,489 for remodeling and expansion of the existing Virginia Courthouse. Funding is 

available from Fund 400, Agency 400033. 

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-337 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 340A, as 

amended, and Rules and Regulations adopted by this Board under St. Louis County Ordinance 

No. 28, dated May 22, 1978, as amended, the following application for an intoxicating liquor 

license is hereby approved, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County 

Board File No. 59385: 

Porkorny’s, LLC, d/b/a Gappa’s Landing Resort & Campground, Kabetogama 

Township, new. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent upon license holder paying 

real estate or personal property taxes when due. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells their licensed place of business, 

the County Board, at its discretion, may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new 

owner, but without pro-rated refund of the license fees to the license holder. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent upon approval from 

Minnesota Department of Health (MDH), proof of liquor liability insurance, Federal tax 

identification number and MDH Food/Beverage Service License application. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the On-Sale and Sunday On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor Licenses 

shall be effective upon compliance with all contingencies through June 30 of license term. 

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-338 

 

RESOLVED, that the workers’ compensation report of claims by employees for work-related 

injuries, dated June 1, 2012, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County 

Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from Fund 730, Agency 

730001. 

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-339 

 

RESOLVED, that the recommendations of the Finance Committee for payment of claims and 

bills against the County of St. Louis, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59440, are hereby approved and the County Auditor shall issue checks 

in the following amounts: 

MAY 2012 

100  General Fund  $5,340,227.13 

149 Personnel Service Fund 731.82 

150  Sheriff's Nemesis Fund Group  14,192.54 

160 MN Trail Assistance 55,590.33 

167 Attorney’s Forfeitures 5,000.00 

168 Sheriff’s State Forfeitures 884.71 

173 Emergency Shelter Grant 27,005.49 
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179 Enhanced 9-1-1 699.78 

180  Law Library  19,047.38 

183 City/County Communications   429.77 

184  Extension Service   39,294.99 

200  Public Works 3,212,579.25 

210 Road Maint – Unorg Townships 113.86 

220  State Road Aid  2,796,694.49 

230  Public Health & Human Services  6,091,716.99 

240  Forfeited Tax  450,124.19 

260  CDBG Grant  167,173.89 

270  Home Grant    31,495.42 

290 Forest Resources 71,712.86 

400 County Facilities 85,631.50 

402 Depreciation Reserve Fund 194,250.96 

405 Public Works Building Const 84,278.38 

439 2010A Capital Improvement Bond      4,791.41 

600  Environmental Services  800,207.29 

616  On-Site Waste Water Division   37,243.15 

715  County Garage  102,688.95 

720  Property Casualty Liability   5,987.31 

730  Workers Compensation  238,771.95 

770 Retired Employees Health Ins  2,303.95 

825 Taconite Relief/Other 1,470,935.50 

900  State of Minnesota  13,796,063.93 

902  Courts  280,252.18 

907 Special Taxes 12,297.13 

908 Cities and Towns Taxes 146.00 

909  Tax Refunds    11,150.67 

910 School Districts Taxes 11,777,530.00 

911 Taxes and Penalties 20,714,195.76 

925  Arrowhead Regional Corrections  1,587,258.39 

955  Community Health Board  225,455.36 

985  Collective Local Collaborative    51,525.21 

989  Regional Railroad Authority  44,194.39 

990 Northern Cities Land Use 689.46 

992 Permits to Carry-Firearms 4,086.00 

994 Sheriff Forfeits/Evidence 8,496.04 

998  MPL-DUL Train Alliance              62,111.19 

  $69,927,256.95 

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-340 

 

WHEREAS, the counties of Carlton, Cook, Itasca, Koochiching, Lake, Lake of the Woods, 

and St. Louis are members of the Arrowhead Library System (ALS), a regional public library 

system organized under Minn. Stat. § 134.20; and 

WHEREAS, the board of ALS and the board of the North Country Library Cooperative have 

approved resolutions for the merger of the two entities, subject to the Minnesota 

Commissioner of Education's approval of the dissolution of the North Country Library 

Cooperative and approval of the inclusion of the North Country Library Cooperative's duties 

and responsibilities under Minn. Stat. § 134.351 into ALS's current duties and responsibilities 

as a regional public library system, under Minn. Stat. § 134.20; and 

WHEREAS, funds received from member counties will continue to be used exclusively for 
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ALS' duties and responsibilities as a regional public library system, under Minn. Stat. § 

134.20; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board has received the form of the ALS contract agreement 

(the "Contract Agreement"). 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

Contract Agreement in substantially the form presented at this meeting and authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to sign the agreement and any amendments by the County 

Attorney. The Contract Agreement shall take effect at the earliest time provided by law. 

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-341 

 

WHEREAS, House of Representatives Bill 1505 (H.R. 1505), the National Security and 

Federal Lands Protection Act, appears to have the positive intent of helping secure our 

nation’s borders, however, upon closer examination it has become abundantly clear to us that 

the bill  has numerous unintended consequences and fatal flaws; and 

WHEREAS, H.R. 1505 particularly grants the federal Department of Homeland Security 

(DHS) extraordinary authority especially over states with abundant public land ownership, 

regardless of whether such lands are owned by the federal, state or local government; and 

WHEREAS, H.R. 1505 grants unprecedented authority in one federal agency (DHS) at a level 

that is clearly unnecessary which will result in an unimpeded usurpation of states' rights; and 

WHEREAS, H.R. 1505 provides state and local governments few, if any, opportunities to 

comment or weigh in on proposed actions; and 

WHEREAS, H.R. 1505 would also waive certain laws to all sections of the international and 

maritime borders within 100 miles of our nation's northern and southern border including a 

provision that certainly calls into question the public’s persistent concerns about the erroneous 

ways of utilizing a “one size fits all” misguided approach to governance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board encourages the 

entire Minnesota Congressional Delegation to vote “no” should this legislation reach the floor 

of either respective body. Furthermore, we encourage the author(s) of this legislation to either 

withdraw this bill from Congressional consideration or at the very least to substantially rework 

its language so that our northern border states are exempt from the vast majority of its overly 

onerous, impractical and Constitutionally violating provisions. 

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-342 

 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota State Auditor has developed a Performance Measurement 

Program that is voluntary for counties and cities and St. Louis County participated in 

2010/2011; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has been actively tracking similar performance data for a 

number of years as part of its performance measurement system; and     

WHEREAS, there are direct financial impacts for participation in this program; and  

WHEREAS, early participation in this program will position the county to be better prepared 

for enhanced or expanded performance measurement initiatives from the state; and  

WHEREAS, transitioning to an outcomes-based system of program evaluation is in the best 

interest of every Minnesota citizen and local government that desires to maximize public 

resources and enhance the quality of life in their communities to the fullest extent possible.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board adopts the 

Minnesota State Auditor’s Performance Measurement Program “Model Performance 

Measures for Counties” and other program requirements as specified:  

- St. Louis County has implemented and will continue to review its performance 

measurement system to ensure it meets the system requirements developed by the 

Council on Local Results and Innovation;  

- St. Louis County has and will continue to report the results of its performance measures 
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to residents; and  

- St. Louis County will continue to survey its residents to obtain relevant data for these 

measures.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board approves submission of the 2011 

St. Louis County Performance Measures Report found in County Board File No. 59478. 

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-343 

 

WHEREAS, the Federal Communications Commission has mandated that communications 

systems must meet new standards for narrowband compliance by 2013; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board has authorized the Sheriff’s Office to transition 

county radio systems to the state-wide Allied Radio Matrix for Emergency Response 

(ARMER). 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

purchase of end user radios, and other ARMER related equipment necessary for the transition, 

from Motorola, Inc., through the State of Minnesota contract pricing. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the transfer of funds in 

the amount of $3,111,000 currently in Fund 100, Agency 999999, Object 311047, to Fund 

100, Agency 136001, Object 665900. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to sign any associated contract documents. 

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-344 

 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota, Department of Public Safety, through the Division of 

Emergency Communication Networks has made available $98,000 in funding from the State 

Homeland Security grant program for end user radios to be distributed by the Northeast 

Regional Radio Board; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has offered to serve as the grant administrator and fiscal agent 

for this funding; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office, on behalf of the Northeast Regional Radio 

Board, will be able to purchase needed end user radios from Motorola, Inc. as a result of this 

funding. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

expenditure of $98,000 for end user radios from Motorola, Inc., to be accounted for in Fund 

100, Agency 129999, Grant 12940, Year 2011. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to sign any associated contract documents and to expend these funds in compliance 

with the terms of the grant contract. 

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-345 

 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota, Department of Public Safety, through the Division of 

Emergency Communication Networks, has made available $387,950 in funding from the State 

Homeland Security grant program for end user radios to be distributed by the Northeast 

Regional Radio Board; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has offered to serve as the grant administrator and fiscal agent 

for this funding; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office, on behalf of the Northeast Regional Radio 

Board, will be able to purchase needed end user radios from Motorola, Inc., as a result of this 

funding. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

expenditure of $387,950 for end user radios from Motorola, Inc., to be accounted for in Fund 

100, Agency 136999, Grant 13604, Year 2011. 
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RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to sign any associated contract documents and to expend these funds in compliance 

with the terms of the grant contract. 

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-346 

 

WHEREAS, on May 1, 2012, the St. Louis County Board adopted Resolution No. 12-250 

authorizing the purchase of its 2012 fleet vehicles; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office is requesting the purchase of end user 

radios from Motorola, Inc., to equip its vehicles which were authorized by this resolution. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

expenditure of $74,812.50 for end user radios from Motorola, Inc., to be accounted for in 

Fund 100, Agency 129003, Object 643200. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to sign any associated contract documents and to expend these funds in compliance 

with the terms of the grant contract. 

Adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-347 

 

BY COMMISSIONER DAHLBERG: 

WHEREAS, Back Country Bar, Inc., d/b/a Hugo's, Ault Township, St. Louis County, 

Minnesota, has applied for an off-sale intoxicating liquor license; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat., Section 340A.405, Subdivision 2(d), requires that a public hearing 

be held prior to the issuance of an off-sale intoxicating liquor license; and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on June 12, 2012, at 9:40 A.M. in the St. Louis County 

Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, for the purpose of considering the granting of the off-sale 

intoxicating liquor license; and 

WHEREAS, with regard to the application for the license, Hugo's has complied in all respects 

with the requirements of Minnesota Law and St. Louis County Ordinance No. 28; and 

WHEREAS, the Liquor Licensing Committee of the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners has considered the nature of the business to be conducted and the propriety of 

the location and has recommended approval of the application. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License (License 

Number OFSL1326) shall be issued to Back Country Bar, Inc., d/b/a Hugo's, Ault Township, 

located in Area 3, for an annual fee of $500.00. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said liquor license shall be effective July 1, 2012, through June 

30, 2013. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said liquor license is approved contingent on proof of liquor 

liability insurance. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent upon payment of real estate 

taxes when due. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells the licensed place of business, the 

County Board may, at its discretion, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new owner, 

but without pro-rated refund of license fee to the license holder. 

Unanimously adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-348 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

WHEREAS, Porkorny's, LLC d/b/a Gappa's Landing Resort & Campground, Kabetogama 

Township, St. Louis County, Minnesota, has applied for an off-sale intoxicating liquor license; 

and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. Section 340A.405, Subdivision 2(d), requires that a public hearing be 

held prior to the issuance of an off-sale intoxicating liquor license; and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on June 12, 2012, at 9:45 A.M. in the St. Louis County 
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Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, for the purpose of considering the off-sale intoxicating liquor 

license; and 

WHEREAS, with regard to the application for the license, Gappa's Landing Resort & 

Campground has complied in all respects with the requirements of Minnesota Law and St. 

Louis County Ordinance No. 28; and 

WHEREAS, the Liquor Licensing Committee of the St. Louis County Board has considered 

the nature of the business to be conducted and the propriety of the location and has 

recommended approval of the application. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that an Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License shall 

be issued to Porkorny's, LLC d/b/a Gappa's Landing Resort & Campground, Kabetogama 

Township, located in Area 3, for an annual fee of $150.00. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said liquor license shall be effective upon compliance with all 

contingencies through June 30 of license term. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent upon payment of real estate 

taxes when due. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent upon approval from 

Minnesota Department of Health (MDH), proof of liquor liability insurance, Federal tax 

identification number and MDH Food/Beverage Service License application. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells the licensed place of business, the 

County Board may, at its discretion after an investigation, transfer the license to a new owner, 

but without pro-rated refund of license fee to the license holder. 

Unanimously adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-349 

 

BY COMMISSIONER JEWELL: 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Minn. Stat § 13D.05, Subd. 3(b), the St. Louis County Board may 

close a meeting as permitted by the attorney/client privilege; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has received a settlement demand in a claim arising from an 

automobile accident; and 

WHEREAS, the County Attorney requires discussion on potential settlement and litigation 

strategy with the County Board in a closed session of the Committee of the Whole. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board will convene in a 

closed meeting of the Committee of the Whole on June 12, 2012, for the purpose of discussing 

settlement litigation strategy immediately following the Board meeting. 

Unanimously adopted June 12, 2012. No. 12-350 

 

At 11:02 a.m., June 12, 2012, Commissioner Jewell, supported by Commissioner O’Neil 

moved to adjourn to closed session; six yeas, zero nays.  

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON JUNE 26, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 26th day 

of June, 2012, at 9:30 a.m., at Semer’s Park Pavilion, Ely, Minnesota, with the following 

members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris Dahlberg, Mike 

Forsman, Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson - 7.  Absent:  None. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who serve and protect our safety at 

home and those who protect our freedom, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Nelson said the rules would need to be suspended on the next five resolutions 

relating to the declaration of state of emergency due to the recent flood damage in St. Louis 

County.  

 

Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, moved to suspend the rules for 

the next five resolutions relating to the emergency state due to the 2012 flood; seven yeas, zero 

nays. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to approve a 

resolution declaring a state of emergency in St. Louis County due to conditions resulting from 

flooding in June 2012. Commissioner Nelson recognized the outstanding work of county staff 

and the cooperation with other jurisdictions. Commissioner Nelson said discussion relating to 

the flood will take place during this first resolution and department heads will be giving 

reports to the board during this time. Public Works Director Jim Foldesi gave a presentation 

on the status of bridges and roads in the county and said as of 9:00 p.m., June 25, 2012, there 

were still 45 roads closed. Sheriff Ross Litman said it was remarkable that there were only two 

minor injuries and no deaths. Sheriff Litman recognized the outstanding work of his staff and 

the efforts of other departments, and gave a status report on public safety efforts throughout 

the county. Under Sheriff Dave Phillips showed a video of the destruction taken from the view 

of a helicopter, including the devastation on Highway 210 and surrounding roads, bridges and 

flooded rivers. Environmental Services Director Ted Troolin said they are primarily dealing 

with calls on the refuse and debris. Director Troolin said they are getting the word out on 

services and resources for those affected, including free disposal of flood refuse at WLSSD in 

Duluth. They are utilizing the website as well as word of mouth in more rural areas.  Deputy 

Administrator Linnea Mirsch reviewed the June 2012 Flood Update and distributed a handout. 

Land and Minerals Commissioner Bob Krepps said most of the areas they are receiving calls 

on are not accessible due to road closures. After lengthy commissioner discussion, the board 

took a brief recess from 11:20-11:22 a.m. to change the PACT-TV tapes. Commissioner 

Raukar thanked Chair Nelson for his round the clock work and efforts during the flood. After 

further discussion, the motion passed; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-368. 

 

Commissioner Jewell, supported by Commissioner Forsman, moved to approve an emergency 

road and bridge repair resolution; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-369. 

 

Chair Nelson call for a brief recess, which was from 11:28-11:32 a.m. 

 

Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to approve a Temporary 

June 2012 Flood Relief Program, which waves tipping fees for flood related waste at the 
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Brookston, Aurora, and Hibbing transfer sites, and Cotton, Meadowlands, Makinen, and 

Lavell canister sites through June 29, 2012; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-393. 

 

Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved a resolution for 

emergency borrow pit operations because of the extensive and immediate need due to the 

flood; seven yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-394. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to approve a 

resolution requesting the President of the United States to declare St. Louis County to be a 

major disaster area, through the proper channels; seven yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-

395. 

 

Mark Pozzi, a citizen from Ely, spoke to the board about his neighbor who has forty dogs. Mr. 

Pozzi said the dogs bark day and night, which is having negative effects on him. Mr. Pozzi 

asked the board for help and referred to a website www.barkingdogs.net. Mike Forsman, 

addressing  the board as a citizen, said he lives ¼ of a mile south of Mr. Pozzi and he also 

hears the dogs if he is outside or has his windows open. Chair Nelson said Deputy 

Administrator Gary Eckenberg will look into the matter and report back to the board and Mr. 

Pozzi.  

 

At 11:43 a.m., a public hearing began pursuant to Resolution 12-336 to consider tax 

abatement and loan guaranty for AAR Aircraft Services, Inc.  Planning and Community 

Development Director Barb Hayden said the board is being asked to consider the abatement of 

property tax and to change the county tax abatement policy. In addition, an amendment to 

Northeast Minnesota Regional Job Opportunity Building Zone (JOBZ) is on today’s consent 

agenda. Commissioner Sweeney said the policy shouldn’t be changed just for this transaction; 

however, she was fine with waiving the provisions of the tax abatement policy. Commissioner 

Nelson suggested revisiting the tax abatement policy in the future, and the board could 

consider waiving provisions for this request. APEX President Brian Hanson thanked the board 

for their support and said the AAR project is very important as this work could be done 

anywhere in the country and they chose St. Louis County. AAR Director of Technology 

Services Danny Martinez said over 600 people expressed interest in coming to work at the 

Duluth location and found great support in the area along with good work ethic. In response to 

a question from Commissioner Raukar, Director Martinez said their corporate citizenship 

includes long term partnerships in the cities they are located and in addition they provide 

$5,000 educational grants for students along with work experience. In response to a question 

from Commissioner O’Neil, Director Martinez said the wages are in the mid $20’s per hour 

with a competitive benefits package. At 12:24 p.m., Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by 

Commissioner Forsman, moved to close the public hearing. Commissioner Dahlberg, 

supported by Commissioner Jewell, moved to approve the resolution. Commissioner Raukar 

offered a friendly amendment to remove the policy change from the amendment and waive 

parts of the tax abatement policy to allow this project to move forward. Commissioner Jewell 

did not accept the friendly. Commissioner Nelson requested another supporter for the 

resolution and Commissioner Sweeney seconded the motion with the friendly amendment.  

 

The board recessed form 12:45-12:48 p.m. 

 

Administrator Gray read the friendly amendment under Resolved further, that provisions of 

the St. Louis County Tax Abatement Policy are waived to allow an increase in the project cap 

to $320,000, delete the personal property tax limitation and waive the applicant fees for this 

project. The motion with the friendly amendment passed; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution 

http://www.barkingdogs.net/
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No. 12-370. 

 

Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved the consent agenda. 

Commissioner Nelson requested item ten from consent be removed for separate consideration 

as it relates to the AAR Aircraft Services, Inc., project. The remainder of the consent agenda 

passed; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner Jewell, moved to approve the resolution 

amending the Northeast Minnesota Regional Job Opportunity Building Zone (JOBZ) subzone 

boundaries in Duluth to assist AAR Aircraft Services, Inc., expand their aircraft maintenance 

and repair operations; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-361. 

 

Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to approve an off-sale 

intoxicating liquor license to The Shack, Inc., d/b/a/ The Shack, Unorganized Township 59-16. 

Commissioner Nelson said the Liquor Committee met with owner James Sandstrom and as a 

result replacement resolutions are being recommended for both the off-sale and on-sale 

intoxicating liquor licenses for The Shack; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-372. 

 

Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner Forsman, moved to approve the 

replacement resolution for an on-sale liquor license for The Shack, Inc., d/b/a The Shack. In 

response to a question from Commissioner O’Neil, County Auditor Donald Dicklich said the 

septic loan defaulted and was then attached to the property tax record. Auditor Dicklich said 

the septic loan will be reissued to Mr. Sandstrom and removed from the property tax record, 

noting that any existing taxes owed will still need to be paid as a contingency of issuing the 

license; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-373. 

 

Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, moved the private sale of tax 

forfeited land to Mike Jershe, tabled from June 5, 2012. Mike Jershe said the price he paid 

was too high and the county should change their procedures so this doesn’t happen to anyone 

else. Land and Minerals Director Bob Krepps said Mr. Jershe did not want to go through a 

bidding process and sought legislation for a private land sale. Commissioner Nelson offered a 

friendly amendment to reduce the price by $500, which Commissioner Dahlberg did not 

accept. The motion passed; seven yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-371. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to approve a 

resolution for the Arrowhead Regional Corrections (ARC) Capital Improvement Bond 

Proposal. Commissioner Dahlberg questioned the match requirement and offered a friendly 

amendment to clarify the language. Administrator Gray said the match is not required by 

statute and suggested clarification in the wording. Commissioner Nelson said the board will 

break for lunch and asked administration to bring clarified wording for the board after lunch.  

 

At 1:45 p.m. the board recessed. 

At 3:39 p.m. the board reconvened.  

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to approve the second 

consent agenda consisting of all items that passed unanimously at the committee of the whole 

meeting; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney said the board needs to address the wording for the ARC bonding 

resolution. Administrator Gray read the suggested amendment under NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves that St. Louis County shall host 
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a bond for the costs of an Arrowhead Regional Corrections capital improvement project at 

Northeast Regional Corrections Center (NERCC). And RESOLVED FURTHER, that the 

County Board will consider the state match of $750,000 and additional items for the bond sale 

from a subsequent list of proposed capital improvement projects at both NERCC and the 

Arrowhead Juvenile Center of $1,088,000, totaling up to $1,838,000. The motion passed with 

the friendly amendment as presented by Administrator Gray; seven yeas, zero nays.  

Resolution No. 12-374. 

 

The following board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

board meeting: 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Tony Mancuso, Director of Property Management, 

submitting Board Letter No. 12-267, Dedication of Permanent Easement over County Fee 

Owned Property.—59484 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting Board 

Letter No. 12-249, Establish Public Hearing to Consider Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License 

(Gnesen Township) for  A. P. Inc., d/b/a A. P. Liquor.—59485 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Barbara Hayden, Director of Planning and 

Community Development, submitting Board Letter No. 12-251, Amend JOBZ Subzone 

Boundaries – City of Duluth.—59486 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, submitting Board Letter No. 12-258, Arrowhead Regional 

Corrections Capital Improvement Bond Proposals.—59487 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner, submitting 

Board Letter No. 12-270, Retention of State Tax Forfeited Land for Minerals Management.—

59488 

 

State of Minnesota Emergency Executive Order 12-09 Declaring a State of Emergency in the 

State of Minnesota and Providing for Emergency Relief from Regulations to Motor Carriers 

and Drivers Operating in Minnesota.—59489 

 

St. Louis County Flood Update information and flood-related emergency resolutions.—59490 

 

Mark Pozzi, Ely, Minnesota, submitting articles from www.barkingdogs.net and 

www.newannimalcontrol.org. — 59491 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and SEH, of Duluth, 

MN, for Wetland Delineation and Report for the Rice Lake Road Trail on County State Aid 

Highway 4 (Rice Lake Road) and Arrowhead Road in Duluth, MN.—12-330 

 

Amendment No. 1 to Garbage and Recycling Pick-up and Disposal Services (original Damion 

2012-006314) between the County of St. Louis and Hartel’s/DBJ Disposal Companies, LLC, 

assuming all obligations from Paul’s Sanitary.—12-331 

 

Addendum to Contract No. 14970 between the St. Louis County Board and Kidspeace Mesabi 

Academy, Inc., adding High Impact, Short-Term Secure and Chemical Dependency 

Programs.—12-332 

 

http://www.barkingdogs.net/
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Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14576C, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Kiminki Homes, Inc.—12-333 

 

Addendum to Contract No. 20955 between the St. Louis County Board and the Northeast 

Minnesota Office of Job Training (NEMOJT) for Supported Work, extending the end date 

from June 30, 2012, to September 30, 2012.—12-334 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, Contract No. 14933, between the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners and Associated Partnership, Ltd., d/b/a Rollx Vans.—

12-335 

 

On-line Software Subscriber Agreement between the County of St. Louis and Robert 

McLelland, Conoco Phillips Company.—12-336 

 

County-State Aid Highway Project Contract between the County of St. Louis and Traffic 

Marking Service, Inc., for Maintenance of Pavement Markings, MP 97047.—12-337 

 

Agreement between the County of St. Louis and the City of Eveleth for 2012 Maintenance 

Striping, MP 97047.—12-338 

 

Agreement between the County of St. Louis and Minneapolis-Duluth/Superior Passenger Rail 

Alliance to provide accounting services from the County to the Rail Authority for the period 

January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012.—12-339 

 

Agreement between the County of St. Louis and the St. Louis & Lake Counties Regional 

Railroad Authority to provide accounting services from the County to the Rail Authority for 

the period January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012.—12-340 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, resolutions 

numbered 12-351 through 12-360 and 12-362 through 12-367, as submitted to this board on 

the consent agenda, were unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of June 5, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-351 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Virginia has requested to purchase the following described state tax 

forfeited land on behalf of Habitat for Humanity for the purpose of redevelopment: 

 Legal: Lot 5 and N 21 feet of Lot 6, Block 11, Virginia 

 City: Virginia 

 Parcel Code: 090-0010-01470 

    Acres: 0.12 

 LDKEY: 71012 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1(a) authorizes the sale of state tax forfeited land to 

an organized governmental subdivision for any public purpose for which the subdivision is 

authorized to acquire property; and 

WHEREAS, this parcel of land has not been withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 

85.012, 92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8, and 282.018, and other statutes that require the withholding 

of state tax forfeited lands from sale; and  

WHEREAS, this parcel of land has been classified as non-conservation land pursuant to 
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Minnesota Statutes Section 282.01. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the sale 

of the state tax forfeited land, as described, to the City of Virginia for the price of $1,400 plus 

the following fees: 3% assurance fee of $42, deed fee of $25, deed tax of $4.62, recording fee 

of $46, asbestos investigation charge of $900; for a total of $2,417.62, to be deposited into 

Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Auditor shall offer for sale at public 

auction the state tax forfeited land described here if the City of Virginia does not purchase the 

land by July 31, 2012. 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-352 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Public Works Department plans to reconstruct 1.03 miles of 

County State Aid Highways 146 and 147 (Jones Street) from Douglas Avenue easterly to Hat 

Trick Avenue within the city of Eveleth, County Projects 8297 and 8298, State Aid Projects 

069-746-001 and 069-747-001; and 

WHEREAS, these improvements consist of aggregate bases, replacement of drainage 

structures, curb, gutter, sidewalk, and bituminous surfacing as determined necessary to 

provide for the safety and convenience of the public; and 

WHEREAS, in addition to the existing highway right of way, certain lands are required for 

this construction, together with temporary construction easements. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

Public Works Director to proceed with the acquisition of the necessary lands and temporary 

easements for this project, payable from Fund 200, Agency 203001.  

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-353 

 

WHEREAS the St. Louis County Public Works Department has need for one-ton vehicles; and 

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Division issued a Request for Quotes (RFQ) for three (3) one-ton 

pickup trucks, which closed on May 25, 2012. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

purchase, in accordance with the specifications of Request for Quotes No. 4988-1, and State 

of Minnesota Contract Releases, three (3) 2012 one-ton pickups as follows: 

 

1.0 One (1) 10,000 GVWR, full size, crew cab, 2-wheel drive pickup with long box, from 

Midway Ford, Roseville, MN, at the quoted price of $23,232.82, delivered to Duluth for a 

total of $23,232.82, plus 6.5% state sales tax of $1,510.14, for a total purchase price of 

$24,742.95, payable from Fund 407, Agency 407001, Object Code 666200 (pickups/vans). 

 

2.0 Two (2) 10,000 GVWR, full size, crew cab, 2-wheel drive pickups with long box, 

from Midway Ford, Roseville, MN, at their quoted price of $23,232.82 each, delivered to 

Virginia for a total of $46,465.64, plus 6.5% state sales tax of $1,510.14 per unit, for a total 

purchase price of $49,485.92 payable from Fund 407, Agency 407001, Object Code 666200 

(pickups/vans). 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-354 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

SAP 69-661-016, CP 61896 located on CSAH 61 (Scenic Hwy. 61) between CSAH 33 

and Greenwood Rd. in Duluth Township. 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, on June 7, 

2012, and Watters & Sons Excavating, LLC, Duluth, MN, provided the low responsible bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the low bidder. 
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LOW BIDDER ADDRESS  AMOUNT  

Watters & Sons Excavating, LLC 6199 Rice Lake Rd. $208,369.40 

 Duluth, MN  55803  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from: 

Fund 220, Agency 220279, Object 652700 (Fund 29 Bridge Bond Funds): $  62,704.00 

Fund 220, Agency 220279, Object 652700 (SLC State Aid Funds):  $145,665.40 

With additional revenue budgeted for expense: 

Fund 220, Agency 220279, Rev. Object 530401 (Fund 29 Bridge Bond): $  62,704.00 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-355 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the applications for abatements, 

correction of assessed valuations and taxes plus penalty and interest, and any additional 

accrual, identified in County Board File No. 59401. 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-356 

 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development has notified St. Louis 

County of the additional allocation of $60,203 in FY 2011 ESG funding; and  

WHEREAS, the FY 2012 Action Plan of the St. Louis County 2010-2014 Consolidated Plan 

was submitted on March 14, 2012, to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development for the FY 2012 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME 

Investment Partnerships (HOME), and Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) programs; and 

WHEREAS, the FY 2011 and 2012 Action Plan amendments were submitted on May 8, 2012, 

to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development for the ESG programs; and 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development has approved the FY 

2011 and 2012 Action Plans of the St. Louis County 2010-2014 Consolidated Plan and 

provided program allocations to St. Louis County of $1,713,363 for the CDBG program, 

$440,324 for the HOME program, $60,203 for the 2011 ESG program, and $190,582 for the 

2012 ESG program; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners approved the CDBG Citizen 

Advisory Committee recommendation for FY 2012 Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) program awards by Board Resolution No. 12-131 on March 13, 2012; and 

WHEREAS, the advisory committee for the Northeast Minnesota HOME Consortium 

recommends the award of $490,324 in HOME funding for housing activities identified in the 

Consolidated Plan in the five-county region; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning and Community Development and Public Health and Human 

Services Departments will conduct a request for proposals to allocate the 2011 and 2012 ESG 

funding. The applications will be reviewed by staff and the Heading Home Leadership Council 

through the St. Louis County Homeless Continuum of Care process. A funding 

recommendation with specific agency projects and awards will be presented for County Board 

action at a future date. ESG funding supports essential services, homeless prevention 

activities, and emergency shelter and transitional housing operations. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board accepts the FY 

2011 additional allocation and FY 2012 HUD grants and authorizes the St. Louis County 

Planning and Community Development Director to execute the grant agreements on behalf of 

St. Louis County, along with all the necessary forms, attachments, addendums, certifications, 

and subsequent forms to implement the program and complete the agreements between St. 

Louis County and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that grant funds will be allocated as follows: 

 $ 1,713,363 CDBG Grant 2012 to Fund 260 
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 $    440,324 HOME Grant 2012 to Fund 270 

 $    190,582 ESG Grant 2012 to Fund 173 

 $      60,203 ESG Grant 2011 to Fund 173 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board allocates FY 2012 projects from 

grants, program income and reprogrammed funds and authorizes the Planning and Community 

Development Director and a representative of the County Attorney to execute agreements for 

approved projects and that disbursements related to the CDBG subrecipient agreements be 

made from CDBG Fund 260, HOME agreements from HOME Fund 270 as follows and ESG 

funding recommendations to be brought before the County Board at a future date:  

 

 

 

 

 

Agency – CDBG, Fund 260 
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 2012 CDBG Program St. Louis County 

 Project Amount 

 Housing 

201201 AEOA Single Family Rehabilitation Program 300,000  

201202 Meadowlands Manor Rental Rehab 25,000  

201203 One Roof Community Housing Acquisition Rehabilitation 45,000  

201204 North St. Louis County Habitat for Humanity Acquisition 

Rehabilitation 30,000  

 Subtotal 400,000 

 Economic Development 

201205 Northeast Entrepreneur Fund – Small Business Development 

Program 

20,000 

 Subtotal 20,000 

 Physical Improvement 

201206 Babbitt – Infrastructure 115,000  

201207 Breitung Township - Soudan Infrastructure 75,000  

201208 Buhl – Infrastructure 35,000  

201209 Chisholm – Infrastructure 100,000  

201210 Cook – Infrastructure 60,523  

201211 Ely – Infrastructure 120,000  

201212 Eveleth – Infrastructure 200,000  

201213 Hibbing PUC – Infrastructure 110,000  

 Subtotal  815,523 

 Public Service  

201214 AEOA - Homeless Shelter Operations 40,000  

201215 AEOA - Homeless Youth Services 24,000  

201216 Legal Aid of NE MN 32,000  

201217 Range Transitional Housing 43,000  

201218 Range Women's Advocates Children's Program 24,500  

201219 Salvation Army - Melting Pot Meals Program 16,500  

201220 Salvation Army - Virginia Supper Club 16,500  

201221 Sexual Assault Program Youth Outreach 23,500  

201222 SOAR Employment Services 25,000  

 Subtotal 245,000 

201223 St. Louis County Administration/Planning 334,840 

 Subtotal 334,840 

 Total FY 2012 CDBG Program  

 Housing 

Economic Development 

Physical Improvements 

Public Service 

Administration 

400,000 

20,000 

815,523 

245,000 

334,840 

 Subtotal – CDBG 1,815,363 
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Agency – HOME Fund 270 

 

 

Agency-ESG Fund 173 

 

2011 ESG Second Allocation and 2012 ESG Program - St. Louis County 

Project Amount 

To be determined  

  

  

  

  

  

Total  - ESG $250,785 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-357 

 

WHEREAS, the Property Management Team has approved the public sale of the following 

property, legally described as:  

A part of the SE ¼ of NE ¼, Section 14, Township 61 North, Range 19 West, described as a 

six acre tract lying in the Southeast corner of the above described tract described as follows:  

Beginning 33 feet West of the quarter corner common to Sections 13 and 14, Township 61 

North, Range 19 West, running thence Westerly along the South boundary of said tract for 416 

feet; thence run Northerly at right angles to the last described course for 624 feet; thence run 

Easterly at right angles to the last described course for 416 feet to the West right of way line of 

County Road No. 487; thence run Southerly concurrent with the West right of way line of said 

County Road to the point of beginning.   

WHEREAS, a review of assessed value and sales has determined a minimum bid amount for 

this property to be $4,600. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes 

Property Management to advertise for written bids for the above described property, a parcel 

of land approximately six (6) acres in size, pursuant to the requirements and procedures of 

2012 HOME Program - Northeast Minnesota HOME Consortium 

Project Amount 

AEOA Home Ownership Assistance Program 200,186 

AEOA CHDO Operating 7,338 

Kootasca Home Ownership Assistance 25,186 

Kootasca CHDO Operating 7,338 

Kootasca CHDO Set-Aside 60,280 

One Roof Community Housing CHDO Set-Aside 78,440 

One Roof Community Housing CHDO Operating 7,338 

Cook County/Grand Marais EDA Home Ownership Assistance Program 60,186 

St. Louis County Administration 44,032 

Total – HOME 490,324 
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Minn. Stat. § 373.01. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, the Board establishes the time for bid consideration to be at 9:40 

A.M. on Tuesday, November 13, 2012, at the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, 

Minnesota. 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-358 

 

RESOLVED, that a public hearing will be held at 9:40 A.M. on July 10, 2012, in the St. Louis 

County Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, for the purpose of considering an Off-Sale 

Intoxicating Liquor License for A. P. Inc. d/b/a A. P. Liquor, Gnesen Township. 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-359 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to Ordinance No. 28, Section 11, Subdivision 11.06, authorization 

is hereby approved for the following applications to sell/serve outside the designated serving 

area of the County Liquor License, as per applications on file in the office of the County 

Auditor, identified as County Board File No. 59385: 

Kristina Carl d/b/a Saginaw Grand Lake Station, Solway Township, August 11, 2012; 

Kristina Carl d/b/a Saginaw Grand Lake Station, Solway Township, August 18, 2012. 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-360 

 

RESOLVED, that the workers’ compensation report of claims by employees for work-related 

injuries, dated June 15, 2012, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County 

Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from Fund 730, Agency 

730001. 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-362 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board appoints citizens to serve on the Civil Service 

Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the resignation of Ms. Julie Waltenburg has created a vacancy on this 

commission; and  

WHEREAS, the Human Resources Department desires to fill this position. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

County Auditor to advertise and accept applications until July 20, 2012, for a vacancy on the 

Civil Service Commission. 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-363 

 

RESOLVED, that the following unorganized townships are designated by the St. Louis County 

Board as election precincts and the below listed eligible voters are appointed as clerks and/or 

election judges for the 2012 Primary and General Elections: 

UNORGANIZED TOWNSHIP 57-16 (Unorganized Precinct 14) 

Clerk/Head Judge – Jan Dzwonkowski, 6317 Heritage Trail, Gilbert, MN, 55741 

Judge – Charlene Johnson, 6473 Heritage Trail, Gilbert, MN, 55741 

Judge – Elaine Elmquist, 4273 McKinley Road, Gilbert, MN, 55741 

Judge – Wanda Lerol, 4493 Lilac Road, Gilbert, MN, 55741 

Judge – Jeanette Eklund, 4477 Lost Lake Road, Gilbert, MN 55741 

Polling Place - Lakeland Fire Hall, 4667 Vermilion Trail, Gilbert, MN, 55741 

 

UNORGANIZED TOWNSHIP 60-18 (Unorganized Precinct 15) 

Clerk/Head Judge – Barbara Harkonen, 9318 Goodell Road, Angora, MN, 55703 

Judge – Carolyn Nordlinder, 9069 Whitetail Drive, Britt, MN, 55710 

Judge – Susan Kolstad, 9204 Petola Road, Britt, MN, 55710 

Judge – Mary Elaine Arola, 7354 Donnywood Road, Britt, MN, 55710 
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Judge – Mary Jean Eilertson, 7364 Highway 53, Britt, MN, 55710 

Polling Place – Sand Lake Chapel, 9038 Biss Road, Britt, MN, 55710 

 

UNORGANIZED TOWNSHIP 60-19 (Unorganized Precinct 16) 

Clerk/Head Judge – Victoria Emmons, 9659 Folsom Road, Britt, MN, 55710 

Judge – Diane Falstrom, 9705 Folsom Road, Britt, MN, 55710 

Judge – Margaret Morgan, 9783 Dickinson Lane, Britt, MN, 55710 

Judge – Darlene Hodge, 8181 Carpenter Road, Angora, MN, 55703 

Judge – Cindy Morgan, 9790 Dickinson Lane, Britt, MN, 55710 

Polling Place – Evergreen Volunteer Fire Department, 10233 Hwy 65, Britt, MN, 55710 

 

UNORGANIZED TOWNSHIP 56-16 (Unorganized Precinct 17) 

Clerk/Head Judge – Evelyn Hermanson, 6468 Long Lake Road, Makinen, MN, 55763 

Asst. Clerk/Head Judge – Lorraine Niskala, 6118 Long Lake Road, Makinen, MN, 55763 

Judge – Sharon Wefel, 3722 Lost Lake Road, Gilbert, MN, 55741 

Judge – Linda Verbonich, 6377 Long Lake Road, Makinen, MN, 55763 

Judge – Diane Langlee, 6022 Long Lake Road, Makinen, MN, 55763 

Polling Place – Makinen Community Center, Makinen, MN, 55763 

 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the following eligible voters are appointed as election judges to 

process and tabulate votes in the Duluth Courthouse for unorganized townships voting by mail 

and/or to serve on the County Absentee Ballot Board, Uniformed and Overseas Citizen 

Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA) Ballot Board and Mail Ballot Board: 

Judge – Arlene Niskala, 5052 Alpine Drive, Hermantown, MN, 55811 

Judge – Sharon Stenberg, 4042 Munger Shaw Road, Duluth, MN 55810 

Judge – Harla Lemmerman, 6316 Nashua Street, Duluth, MN, 55810 

Judge – Linda Deraas, 3554 Prindle Road, Duluth, MN 55803 

Judge – Sheila Ballavance, 1215 East 8th Street, Duluth, MN, 55805 

Judge – Lisa Hinnenkamp, 1404 104th Avenue West, Duluth, MN  55808 

Judge – Corrina Maly, 6939 Highway 5, Floodwood, MN  55736 

Judge – Catherine (Tina) Voce, 822 5th Avenue, Two Harbors, MN 55616 

Judge – Daryl Wierbiniski, 1972 Holm Road, Two Harbors, MN 55616 

Judge – William Wise, 3618 Allendale Avenue, Duluth, MN 55803 

Judge/Staff – Lisa Sweet, 100 N. 5th Ave. W. #214, Duluth, MN 55802 

Judge/Staff – Amy Gundersen, 100 N. 5th Ave. W. #214, Duluth, MN 55802 

Judge/Staff – Christy Joice, 100 N. 5th Ave. W. #214, Duluth, MN 55802 

Judge/Staff – Tucker Kiehn, 100 N. 5th Ave. W. #214, Duluth, MN 55802 

 

RESOLVED FURTHER, the following eligible voters are appointed as election judges to 

serve on the County Absentee, UOCAVA and Mail Ballot Boards in the Virginia Auditor’s 

Office, Northland Office Center, 307 1st Street South, Virginia, MN:  

Judge/Staff – JoAnn Newman, 307 1st Street South, Virginia, MN, 55792 

Judge/Staff – Nancy Shusterich, 307 1st Street South, Virginia, MN, 55792 

Judge/Staff – Jason Raida, 307 1st Street South, Virginia, MN, 55792 

Judge/Staff – Jill Berg, 307 1st Street South, Virginia, MN, 55792 

 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Auditor and/or Clerk/Head Election Judge may 

make election judge appointments to fill vacancies should they occur. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that compensation for 2012 election judge services - not including 

county staff - is established at $8.00 per hour, and the current mileage reimbursement rate of 

$.555 per mile. Funding will be from Auditor/Elections Fund 100, Agency 127001, Objects 
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635300 and 635500.  

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-364 

 

WHEREAS, the recent merger of the Arrowhead Library System (ALS) and the North 

Country Library Cooperative has resulted in a new contract agreement with participating 

counties; and  

WHEREAS, under the new operating agreement, as a participating member county, St. Louis 

County is required to appoint three (3) members to the ALS Board of Directors. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board appoints the 

following individuals to the specific terms of service on the Arrowhead Libraries System 

Board of Directors: 

Term of Service 

July 1, 2012 to December 31, 2012 Teresa Dawson (Duluth, MN) 

July 1, 2012 to December 31, 2013 Patrick Layman (Aurora, MN) 

July 1, 2012 to December 31, 2014 Marjorie McPeak (Tower, MN) 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-365 

 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota has tower space available at its Mirror Lake 

Communications Facility; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County is in need of communications space on the tower for its 

Fire/Emergency Medical Service and Sheriff radio systems. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes a ten-

year agreement with the State of Minnesota for St. Louis County to use available tower space 

at the Mirror Lake Communications Facility, at no cost to the county. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to sign any associated contract documents. 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-366 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board supports the sharing of criminal justice information 

and systems throughout the region and in sharing the costs of providing those systems among 

the subscribing agencies in the region; and 

WHEREAS, the Northeast Minnesota Enforcement and Safety Information System 

(NEMESIS) continues to be developed and implemented in support of these efforts; and  

WHEREAS, Ms. Angie VanDeHey, Advance! Training and Consulting, is able to provide the 

training and development services needed as the NEMESIS system evolves.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes a 

contract with Angie VanDeHey, Advance! Training and Consulting, for the period July 1, 

2012, through June 30, 2013, at the hourly rate of $60, not to exceed $70,000, payable from 

NEMESIS Subscriber fees – Fund 150, Agency 150001, Object 629900. 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-367 

 

BY COMMISSIONER RAUKAR: 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board approved the submittal of the Northeast Minnesota 

Regional Job Opportunity Building Zone (JOBZ) application for subzones throughout St. 

Louis County on October 7, 2003, Resolution No. 03-610; and  

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development 

approved the Northeast Minnesota Regional JOBZ application for 4,031 acres, including 

351.12 acres in Duluth; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Duluth wishes to amend the boundaries of its approved subzones by 

reallocating acreage to create a new subzone; and 

WHEREAS, the JOBZ Program created in Minnesota Session Laws 2003 allows for the 
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formation of tax free zones and for subzone boundaries to be amended with the approval of all 

taxing authorities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board agrees to the 

proposed amendment to subzones within the city of Duluth as follows: 

 Remove from the Canadian National Railroad JOBZ subzone #100.0, 25.6 

acres (Parcels # 010-2746-01440 and -01330) and from the Atlas JOBZ 

subzone #101.0, 1.5 acres (Parcel # 010-2746-01260) and  

 Create the Maintenance Facility JOBZ subzone #100.2, 27.10 acres (Parcels 

# 010-2747-00050, -00080, and -00020) 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that St. Louis County agrees to provide all of the local tax 

exemptions and credits required and provided for under the Job Opportunity Building Zones 

(JOBZ) Legislation and agrees to forego the tax benefits resulting from the local and state tax 

exemptions and credits provided under the Job Opportunity Building Zones (JOBZ) 

Legislation. 

Unanimously adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-361 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS the June, 2012 flooding event has severely impacted the population of St. Louis 

County and its cities and townships; and 

WHEREAS the June flooding event has caused a significant amount of public and private 

property damage; and 

WHEREAS the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office Division of Emergency Management 

requests the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners to declare St. Louis County in a 

STATE OF EMERGENCY due to the June flooding event of 2012. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

declares St. Louis County in a STATE OF EMERGENCY due to conditions resulting from the 

flooding event of June, 2012. 

Unanimously adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-368 

 

BY COMMISSIONER JEWELL: 

WHEREAS, the County of St. Louis, Minnesota has sustained severe losses of major 

proportion, brought on by flood conditions on the date of June 20, 2012; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County is a public entity within the State of Minnesota; and 

WHEREAS, the  St. Louis County Board of Commissioners has declared St. Louis County to 

be in a state of emergency in its June 26, 2012 Disaster Proclamation Resolution; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County suffered significant damages to  St. Louis County roads and 

bridges, rendering many county roads and bridges impassable and/or unsafe to travel; and 

WHEREAS, immediate repair of damaged county roads and bridges is necessary to facilitate 

recovery and emergency aid efforts, to facilitate effective and timely delivery of emergency 

services, and to facilitate safe travel for public, government, and business purposes; and 

WHEREAS, immediate contracting of emergency bridge and road repairs, without the 

requirement of bids and advertising, is necessary to protect public health, safety and welfare. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners, acting on behalf of and for the people of St. Louis County, hereby declare 

that, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 375.21 and 375.22, the St. Louis County Highway 

Department is hereby authorized to immediately enter into necessary contracts for emergency 

repair of damaged and negatively impacted county roads and bridges without the requirement 

for solicitation of bids and advertising; said authorization to remain in place until modified or 

rescinded by this board. 

Unanimously adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-369 
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BY COMMISSIONER DAHLBERG: 

WHEREAS, AAR Aircraft Services, Inc., (AAR) has requested St. Louis County to consider 

up to $320,000 tax abatement financing payable over seven years and a $50,000  Minnesota 

Investment Fund loan guaranty for the expansion of their Duluth facility; and 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute §§ 116J.993-116J.995, Business Subsidy Law, requires that a 

public hearing be conducted prior to granting any business subsidy in an amount greater than 

$150,000 in value; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board held a public hearing on Tuesday, June 26, 2012, at 

9:35 a.m., at Semer’s Park Pavilion, Ely, Minnesota, to solicit public input prior to considering 

the proposed business subsidy request; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board has determined that the public benefits of increasing 

the county tax base and provision of permanent employment opportunities within the county 

exceed the costs of tax abatement.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes up to 

$320,000 tax abatement financing to AAR payable over seven years, in 2017 through 2023, 

payable from Fund 100, Agency 100001, Object 500900. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that provisions of the St. Louis County Tax Abatement Policy are 

waived to allow an increase in the project cap to $320,000, delete the personal property tax 

limitation and waive the applicant fees for this project. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that St. Louis County will participate as a guarantor for up to 

$50,000 for a Minnesota Investment Fund loan. The total amount of guaranty is $250,000. 

Funds will be obligated under the Economic Development Fund, Fund 178, Fund Balance 

311200. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that provided all required documentation is submitted by AAR, the 

appropriate county officials are authorized to execute a business subsidy agreement with AAR 

and a loan guaranty for the Minnesota Investment Fund and any other related documents after 

review and approval by a representative of the County Attorney’s Office. 

Unanimously adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-370 

 

BY COMMISSIONER DAHLBERG: 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Laws of Minnesota 2011, Chapter 3, Section 31, St. Louis County 

may sell by private sale the following described state tax forfeited parcels:  

The West 33 feet of the North 208 feet of the South 1,040 feet of the Northwest Quarter 

of the Northeast Quarter, Section 7, Township 60 North, Range 13 West, Parcel Code 

105-0080-00988; and 

The North 45.27 feet of the South 1,085.27 feet of the West 449 feet of the Northwest 

Quarter of the Northeast Quarter, Section 7, Township 60 North, Range 13 West, Parcel 

Code 105-0080-00989; and 

WHEREAS, these parcels of land have been classified as non-conservation land pursuant to 

Minn. Stat. § 282.01; and 

WHEREAS, these parcels of land are not withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 

85.012, 92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8, and other statutes that require the withholding of state tax 

forfeited lands from sale. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the sale 

of state tax forfeited parcels 105-0080-00988 and 105-0080-00989 to Michael Jershe for a 

land value of $2,800, 3% assurance fee of $84, deed fee of $25, deed tax of $9.24, and 

recording fee of $46; for a total of $2,964.24, to be deposited in Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax 

Fund). 

Unanimously adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-371 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 
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WHEREAS, The Shack, Inc., d/b/a The Shack, Unorganized Township 59-16, St. Louis 

County, Minnesota, has applied for an off-sale intoxicating liquor license; and 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes, Section 340A.405, Subdivision 2(d), requires that a public 

hearing be held prior to the issuance of an off-sale intoxicating liquor license; and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on June 12, 2012, at 9:50 A.M. in the St. Louis County 

Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, for the purpose of considering the granting of the off-sale 

intoxicating liquor license; and 

WHEREAS, with regard to the application for said license, The Shack has complied in all 

respects with the requirements of Minnesota Law and St. Louis County Ordinance No. 28; and 

WHEREAS, the Liquor Licensing Committee of the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners has considered the nature of the business to be conducted and the propriety of 

the location and has recommended approval of the application. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that an Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License shall 

be issued to The Shack, Inc., d/b/a The Shack, Unorganized Township 59-16, located in Area 

2, for an annual fee of $250.00. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said liquor license shall be effective upon compliance with all 

contingencies. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent upon payment of real estate 

or personal property taxes when due, past due and delinquent real estate taxes. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent on St. Louis County 

Environmental Services decertifying the septic loan assessment, including associated penalties 

and interest, and re-writing the septic loan. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent upon approval from 

Minnesota Department of Health and proof of liquor liability insurance. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells the licensed place of business, the 

County Board, at its discretion, may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new 

owner, but without pro-rated refund of license fee to the license holder. 

Unanimously adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-372 

 

BY COMMISSIONER RAUKAR: 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 340A, as 

amended, and Rules and Regulations adopted by this Board under St. Louis County Ordinance 

No. 28, dated May 22, 1978, as amended, the following application for an intoxicating liquor 

license is hereby approved, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County 

Board File No. 59385: 

The Shack, Inc., d/b/a The Shack, Unorganized Township 59-16, new. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent upon license holder paying 

real estate or personal property taxes when due, past due and delinquent real estate taxes. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent on St. Louis County 

Environmental Services decertifying the septic loan assessment, including associated penalties 

and interest, and re-writing the septic loan. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells their licensed place of business, 

the County Board, at its discretion, may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new 

owner, but without pro-rated refund of the license fees to the license holder. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent upon approval from 

Minnesota Department of Health and proof of liquor liability insurance. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the On-Sale and Sunday On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor Licenses 

shall be effective upon compliance with all contingencies. 

Unanimously adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-373 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 
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WHEREAS,  the State of Minnesota has awarded the Arrowhead Regional Corrections Joint 

Powers Board a grant in the amount of $737,000 for asset preservation, improvements at the 

Northeast Regional Corrections Center (NERCC) facility; and 

WHEREAS, the grant application included a requirement that the entity applying match the 

state’s funding; and  

WHEREAS, the projects in the proposal include replacing the wood fired boilers, new 

domestic hot water systems, exterior repairs, window replacements, ventilation improvements 

and improved energy efficiencies totaling $1,458,000; and 

WHEREAS, Arrowhead Regional Corrections has asked that St. Louis County host a bond for 

the costs of the project. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves that St. 

Louis County shall host a bond for the costs of an Arrowhead Regional Corrections capital 

improvement project at Northeast Regional Corrections Center (NERCC), for the total cost of 

the required state match of $750,000. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Board will consider specific additional items for the 

bond sale from a subsequent list of proposed capital improvement projects at both NERCC 

and the Arrowhead Juvenile Center of $1,088,000 totaling up to $1,838,000. 

Unanimously adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-374 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Raukar, resolutions 

numbered 12-375 through 12-392, as submitted to this board on a second consent agenda, 

were unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has maintained contracts with the Arrowhead Center in 

Virginia and Duluth Bethel Society in Duluth for more than ten years to provide urinalysis 

collection and drug testing services for the Public Health and Human Services Department 

(PHHS) Division of Children and Family Services; and 

WHEREAS, the PHHS Income Maintenance Division is now required to conduct random 

drug tests for certain felons who are applicants or participants in the Minnesota Family 

Investment Program (MFIP) or Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP-formerly 

known as Food Support). 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute amendments to purchase of service agreements with the 

Arrowhead Center in Virginia and Duluth Bethel Society to add $1,000 to each contract for 

mandated random drug testing services ordered by the PHHS Income Maintenance Division 

for the period July 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012 (Fund 230, Agency 231014, Object 

629900). 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-375 

 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Session Laws 2012, Chapter 236, authorizes the public sale of state 

tax forfeited land bordering public water subject to the establishment of a permanent 

conservation easement to provide riparian protection and angler access; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.37 authorizes the Commissioner of Revenue, upon 

recommendation from a county board, to grant permanent easements on state tax forfeited 

lands bordering lakes and streams to be held in the name of the State Department of Natural 

Resources.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

Commissioner of Revenue to grant the following permanent easement to the State Department 

of Natural Resources to provide riparian protection and angler access:     

The West Half of the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter, Section 27, Township 52 
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North, Range 12 West (Town of Duluth) (parcel code:  315-0020-04395). The easement must 

be 150 feet in width, lying 75 feet on each side of the centerline of the river. 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-376 

 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.241 provides that state tax forfeited land may be repurchased 

by the previous owners subject to payment of delinquent taxes and assessments, with 

penalties, costs, and interest; and 

WHEREAS, Wayzata Hospitality Group of Wayzata, MN, has applied to repurchase state tax 

forfeited land legally described as:  

 CITY OF BIWABIK 

 TRACTS C, D, J, O 

 REGISTERED LAND SURVEY NO. 71 

 PARCELS: 015-0059-00030, 40, 100, 150 

WHEREAS, the applicant was the owner of record at the time of forfeiture and is eligible to 

repurchase the property; and 

WHEREAS, approving the repurchase will correct undue hardship and promote the use of 

lands that will best serve the public interest. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St Louis County Board approves the 

repurchase application by Wayzata Hospitality Group of Wayzata, MN, on file in County 

Board File No. 59398, subject to payments including total taxes and assessments of 

$82,618.57, service fee of $114, deed tax of $272.64, deed fee of $25, and recording fee of 

$46; for a total of $83,076.21, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-377 

 

WHEREAS, the Duluth Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) has requested to 

purchase the following described state tax forfeited land for the price of $65,000, plus fees and 

expenses, for the purpose of redevelopment: 

 Legal: LOTS 11 THRU 17, AND LOTS 20 & 21, WEST DULUTH 7TH 

 DIVISION  

 City: Duluth 

 Section 7, Township 49 North, Range 14 West 

 Parcel Code: 010-4530-00350 

  0.65 Acres 

  LDKEY: 70138 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1(a), authorizes the sale of state tax forfeited land to 

an organized governmental subdivision for any public purpose for which the subdivision is 

authorized to acquire property; and 

WHEREAS, this parcel of land has not been withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 

85.012, 92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8, and 282.018, and other statutes that require the withholding 

of state tax forfeited lands from sale; and  

WHEREAS, this parcel of land has been classified as non-conservation land pursuant to 

Minnesota Statutes Section 282.01. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the sale 

of the state tax forfeited land, as described, to the Duluth HRA for the appraised value of 

$65,000 plus the following fees: 3% assurance fee of $1,950, deed fee of $25, deed tax of 

$214.50, recording fee of $46, and administration fee of $150; for a total of $67,385.50, to be 

deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Auditor shall offer for sale at public auction the 

state tax forfeited land described here if the Duluth HRA does not purchase the land by 

September 1, 2012. 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-378 
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WHEREAS, the Eveleth-Virginia Airport Authority has requested to purchase the following 

described state tax forfeited land for the appraised value of $2,500, plus fees, for the purpose 

of complying with Federal Airport Authority buffer zone requirements: 

 Legal: ELY 165 FT OF WLY 825 FT OF NE 1/4 OF SE 1/4                                 

 Section 16, Township 57 North, Range 17 West 

 Town of Fayal 

 Parcel Code: 340-0010-03023 

    Acres: 5.0 

LDKEY: 52141 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1(a), authorizes the sale of state tax forfeited land to 

an organized governmental subdivision for any public purpose for which the subdivision is 

authorized to acquire property; and 

WHEREAS, this parcel of land has been classified as non-conservation land pursuant to Minn. 

Stat. § 282.01; and 

WHEREAS, this parcel of land is not withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 85.012, 

92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8, and other statutes that require the withholding of state tax forfeited 

lands from sale. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the sale 

of the state tax forfeited land, as described, to the Eveleth-Virginia Airport Authority for the 

price of $2,500 plus the following fees: 3% assurance fee of $75, deed fee of $25, deed tax of 

$8.25, recording fee of $46, and appraisal fee of $475; for a total of $3,129.25, to be deposited 

into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Auditor shall offer for sale at public auction the 

state tax forfeited land described here if the Eveleth-Virginia Airport Authority does not 

purchase the land by September 1, 2012. 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-379 

 

WHEREAS, Louise A. Trygg has requested a non-exclusive road and utility easement across 

state tax forfeited land to access private land; and 

WHEREAS, there are no reasonable alternatives to obtain access to the property; and 

WHEREAS, exercising the easement will not cause significant adverse environmental or 

natural resource management impacts and will not conflict with public use of the land; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subds. 4 and 4(a), allow for the granting of easements 

across state tax forfeited land for such purposes.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the County Auditor, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 

282.04, Subds. 4 and 4(a), is authorized to grant a non-exclusive easement across state tax 

forfeited land to Louise A. Trygg described as follows: 

A 40.00-feet wide easement for ingress and egress and utilities over, under and across a 

portion of Government Lot 4 of Section 03, Township 61 North, Range 14 West of the Fourth 

Principal Meridian, St. Louis County, Minnesota, the centerline of which is described as 

follows: 

Assuming the North line of said Government Lot 4 to bear South 89° 37' 54" West and from 

the Northeast Corner of Government Lot 4, being also the West Sixteenth Corner on the North 

line of said Section 03, run South 89° 37' 54" West along said North line, a distance of 24.57 

feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING of the Centerline to be described;  thence South 06° 11' 

45" West, a distance of 8.01 feet; thence South 07° 40' 41" West, a distance of 120.31 feet; 

thence South 26o 07' 24" West, a distance of 37.67 feet; thence South 31° 18' 39" West, a 

distance of 171.75 feet; thence South 42° 56' 04" West, a distance of 220.33 feet; thence 

South 41° 02' 47" West, a distance of 132.06 feet; thence South 46° 28' 52" West, a distance 

of 117.70 feet; thence South 41° 49' 58" West, a distance of 124.10 feet; thence South 30° 52' 
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51" West, a distance of 87.65 feet; thence South 20° 33' 41" West, a distance of 46.56 feet; 

thence South 03° 40' 04" West, a distance of 44.96 feet; thence South 09° 18' 14" East, a 

distance of 41.30 feet; thence South 14° 57' 56" East, a distance of 124.18 feet; thence South 

00° 57' 45" East, a distance of 64.73 feet; thence South 20° 38' 53" West, a distance of 57.57 

feet; thence South 35° 32' 12" West, a distance of 127.29 feet; thence South 38° 53' 46" West, 

a distance of 41.29 feet; thence South 24° 10' 46" West, a distance of 49.24 feet; thence South 

05° 28' 03" West, a distance of 9.4 feet, more or less to the South line of said Government Lot 

4 and there terminate. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the granting of this easement is conditioned upon payment of 

$1,370 land use fee, $100 administration fee and $46 recording fee; for a total of $1,516, to be 

deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund).    

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-380 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has applied to the Minnesota Commissioner of Transportation 

for a grant from the Minnesota State Transportation Fund for the construction of project SAP 

69-661-016, State Bridge 69J86 on County State Aid Highway 61 (Scenic Hwy. 61) in Duluth 

Township; and 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Commissioner of Transportation has given notice that funding for 

this bridge is available; and 

WHEREAS, the amount of the grant has been determined to be $62,704. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board agrees to the 

terms and conditions of the grant consistent with Minn. Stat., Section 174.50, Subd. 5(3), and 

will pay any additional amount by which the cost exceeds the estimate using state aid funds, 

and will return to the Minnesota State Transportation Fund any amount appropriated for the 

bridge but not required.  The appropriate county officials are authorized to execute a grant 

agreement with the Minnesota Commissioner of Transportation concerning the above-

referenced grant. 

 Fund 29 Bridge Bond Funds  $  62,704.00  

 SLC State Aid Funds   $145,665.40 

 Total Project:   $208,369.40 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-381 

 

WHEREAS, the Property Management Team has approved the sale of the following property, 

legally described as:  

Southeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter (SE ¼ of SE ¼), Section 25, Township 57 North, 

Range 16 West, according to the government survey thereof; and 

WHEREAS, a review of assessed value and comparable sales has determined a minimum bid 

amount for this property to be $33,700. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

Property Management Director to advertise for written bids for the above described property, a 

parcel of land approximately 40 acres in size, pursuant to the requirements and procedures of 

Minn. Stat. § 373.01. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Board establishes the time for bid consideration to be at 

9:40 A.M. on Tuesday, December 11, 2012, at the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, 

Minnesota. 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-382 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County owns property which is being considered for sale; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the St. Louis County Board to preserve additional highway right 

of way necessary to construct and maintain certain segments of road when the county owned 

parcels are sold or transferred. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 163.11, the St. 

Louis County Board dedicates to the public the permanent highway easements more 

particularly described on the attached Exhibits, identified in County Board File No. 59484. 

EXHIBIT A & B Parcel 1  County State Aid Highway 21 

EXHIBIT A & B  Parcel 2  County Road 973 (Bug Creek Road) 

EXHIBIT A & B Parcel 3 Cotton Township Road 5785 (Kaupi Lake Road) 

EXHIBIT A & B Parcel 4 County State Aid Highway 27 (Zim Road) 

EXHIBIT A & B Parcel 5 County State Aid Highway 27 (Zim Road) 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-383 

 

WHEREAS,  the State of Minnesota, Department of Public Safety, through the Homeland 

Security and Emergency Management Division, has made available $85,731.36 in funding 

from the Buffer Zone Protection program grant for end user radios; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office will be able to purchase sixteen (16) 

Motorola XTS2500 portable radios and ten (10) Motorola XTL2500 mobile radios from 

Motorola, Inc. as a result of this funding. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

expenditure of $85,731.36 for end user radios from Motorola Solutions, Inc., to be accounted 

for in Fund 100, Agency 129999, Grant 12950, Year 2011. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county  

 

officials to sign any associated contract documents and to expend these funds in compliance 

with the terms of the grant contract. 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-384 

 

RESOLVED, that a public hearing will be held at 9:40 a.m. on Tuesday, July 24, 2012, in the 

Floodwood City Hall, Floodwood, Minnesota, for the purpose of considering the 

suspension/revocation of liquor licenses for failure to pay real estate or personal property taxes 

when due, pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 28. 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-385 

 

WHEREAS, the following described land forfeited to the State of Minnesota on November 30, 

2011, for nonpayment of taxes:  

PART OF NW 1/4 OF SW 1/4 LYING ELY OF DM&IR RR RT OF WAY & PART OF NE 

1/4 OF SW 1/4 LYING WLY OF CO RD 102 RT OF WAY & N OF N LINE OF EXISTING 

RAILROAD WACOOTAH SPUR RT OF WAY & PART OF SW 1/4 OF SW 1/4 LYING 

ELY OF DM&IR RR RT OF WAY & NLY OF N LINE OF EXISTING RAIL ROAD 

WACOOTAH SPUR RT OF WAY EX HWY RT OF WAY EX THAT PART OF NW 1/4 

OF SW 1/4 & SW 1/4 OF SW 1/4 COMM AT NE COR OF NW 1/4 OF SW 1/4 THENCE S 

00° 51' 26" W ASSIGNED BEARING ALONG E LINE 853.51 FT TO PT OF BEG 

THENCE CONT S 00° 51' 26" W ALONG E LINE 97.65 FT THENCE S 65° 07' 39" W 

251.23 FT THENCE S 53° 47' 55" W 221.29 FT THENCE S 28° 46' 58" W 146.92 FT TO N 

LINE OF SW 1/4 OF SW 1/4 THENCE CONT S 28° 46' 58" W 47.45 FT THENCE S 18° 57' 

17" W 88.91 FT THENCE S 33° 08' 30" W 121.43 FT THENCE S 43° 34' 04" W 62.81 FT 

THENCE N 85° 26' 13" W 86.86 FT THENCE N 59° 24' 12" W 85.11 FT THENCE N 34° 

18' 34" W 74.90 FT THENCE N 04° 15' 24" W 174.64 FT TO N LINE OF SW1/4 OF SW 

1/4 THENCE CONT N 04° 15' 24" W 203.12 FT THENCE N 20° 40' 31" W 77.58 FT 

THENCE N 42° 54' 35" W 165.96 FT THENCE N 37° 39' 35" W 226.53 FT THENCE S 90° 

00' 00" E 1054.39 FT THENCE S 36° 45' 35" E 158.07 FT TO PT OF BEG & EX ALL 

THAT PART OF NW 1/4 OF SW 1/4 & SW 1/4 OF SW 1/4 COMM AT NE COR THENCE 

S 00° 51' 26" W ASSIGNED BEARING ALONG E LINE OF NW1/4 OF SW1/4 726.86 FT 
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THENCE W 1150.88 FT TO PT OF BEG THENCE CONT W 29.60 FT THENCE S 14° 30' 

16" E 342.64 FT THENCE SELY ALONG A TANGENTIAL CURVE 697.23 FT RADIUS 

OF 2120.96 FT AND A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 18° 50' 06" THENCE S 33° 20' 22" E 

TANGENT TO SAID CURVE 160.16 FT THENCE N 00° 47' 37" W 244.63 FT THENCE N 

59° 24' 12" W 85.11 FT THENCE N 34° 18' 34" W 74.90 FT THENCE N 04° 15' 24" W 

174.64 FT TO N LINE OF SW 1/4 OF SW 1/4 THENCE CONT N 04° 15' 24" W 203.12 FT 

THENCE N 20° 40' 31" W 77.58 FT THENCE N 42° 54' 35" W 165.96 FT THENCE N 37° 

39' 35" W 226.53 FT TO PT OF BEG, SECTION 10, TOWNSHIP 58 NORTH, RANGE 18 

WEST. 

WHEREAS, the City of Mountain Iron has certified to the County Board that prior to 

forfeiture it was entitled to the property under a written development agreement, and that it 

desires to reacquire the property pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1a(f); and  

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, Division of Lands and Minerals 

recommends against the conveyance or repurchase of the property. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board has determined 

that it is in the public’s best interest to retain the tax forfeited parcel described above for 

minerals management, and that any future application for repurchase shall be denied. 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-386 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

MP 158129 (Crack Sealing North) located at various locations in Northern St. Louis 

County; and 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN on June 14, 

2012, and Fahrner Asphalt Sealers, LLC, Eau Claire, WI, provided the low responsible bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the low bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT  

Fahrner Asphalt Sealers, LLC P.O. Box 659  $391,773.20 

   Eau Claire, WI  54702-0659 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from: 

Fund 200, Agency 201074, Object 653300:  $261,950.00  

Fund 210, Agency 210043, Object 653300:  $129,823.20 

With additional revenue budgeted for expense: 

City of Babbitt: Fund 200, Agency 201074, Rev. Object 551518  $24,570.00 

City of Chisholm: Fund 200, Agency 201074, Rev. Object 551530 $67,532.40 

French Township: Fund 200, Agency 201074, Rev. Object 551582 $  5,460.00 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-387 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

SAP 69-666-006, CP 97040 located on CSAH 66 (McNiven Rd.) between UT 7823 and 

CSAH 25 in Great Scott Township; and 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, on June 14, 

2012, and KGM Contractors, Inc., Angora, MN, provided the low responsible bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the lowest bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT  

KGM Contractors, Inc. 9211 Hwy. 53  $713,675.50 

   Angora, MN  55703 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 
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County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from: 

Fund 220, Agency 220271, Object 652700 (Fund 29 Bridge Bond Funds): $140,802.72 

Fund 220, Agency 220271, Object 652700 (SLC State Aid Funds):  $572,872.78 

With additional revenue budgeted for expense: 

Fund 220, Agency 220271, Rev. Object 530401 (Fund 29 Bridge Bond): $140,802.72 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-388 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has applied to the Minnesota Commissioner of Transportation 

for a grant from the Minnesota State Transportation Fund for the construction of project SAP 

69-666-006, State Bridge 69J85 on County State Aid Highway 66 (McNiven Rd.) in Great 

Scott Township; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Transportation has given notice that funding for this bridge 

is available; and 

WHEREAS, the amount of the grant has been determined to be $140,802.72. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board agrees to the 

terms and conditions of the grant consistent with Minn. Stat., Section 174.50, Subd. 5(3), and 

will pay any additional amount by which the cost exceeds the estimate, and will return to the 

Minnesota State Transportation Fund any amount appropriated for the bridge but not required. 

 The appropriate county officials are authorized to execute a grant agreement with the 

Minnesota Commissioner of Transportation concerning the above-referenced grant. 

 Fund 29 Bridge Bond Funds  $140,802.72  

 SLC State Aid Funds   $572,872.78 

 Total Project:   $713,675.50 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-389 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

MP 97044R (Crack Sealing South located at various locations in Southern St. Louis 

County); and 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, on June 21, 

2012, and Asphalt Surface Technologies Corp., St. Cloud, MN, provided the low responsible 

bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the low bidder. 

LOW BIDDER   ADDRESS AMOUNT  

Asphalt Surface Technologies Corp. P.O. Box 1025 $308,356.40 

a/k/a ASTECH Corp.   St. Cloud, MN 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable as follows: 

Fund 200, Agency 201073, Object 653300:  $256,723.28 

Fund 210, Agency 210041, Object 653300:  $  51,633.12 

With additional revenue budgeted for expense: 

Canosia Township:  Fund 200, Agency 201073, Rev. Object 551511 $  9,091.94 

Grand Lake Township:  Fund 200, Agency 201073, Rev. Object 551555 $  1,573.00 

Lake County:  Fund 200, Agency 201073, Rev. Object 551508     $46,577.74 

Rice Lake Township: Fund 200, Agency 201073, Rev. Object 551521 $  2,420.00 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-390 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has in excess of $260,926,300 in property to insure; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has been purchasing property insurance on a loss limit basis 
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which is less expensive with lower deductibles than a scheduled buildings type of insurance; 

and 

WHEREAS, the current policy expires on July 24, 2012, and St. Louis County received only 

one viable proposal from its Request For Proposals process, and that was from the current 

insurer, the Chubb Group of Insurance Companies through Otis-Magie Insurance Agency of 

Duluth, MN, to provide coverage at the same terms but with a 5.5% increase for the coming 

year; and 

WHEREAS, this will be the first rate increase since 2005, raising the annual premium by 

$8,063 (from $180,806 to $188,869), providing very broad coverage of the county’s property, 

subject to the same deductibles and coverage as in the past several years, at a rate of $.0724 

per $100 of value. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

purchase of property and related insurance coverage on major structures and equipment, 

amended contents, and boiler and machinery from Chubb Group of Insurance Companies 

through Otis-Magie Insurance Agency of Duluth, MN, for the period July 24, 2012, to July 24, 

2013, at the annual premium of $188,869 payable from: Fund 720 (Property, Casualty, 

Liability), Agency 720001 (Property, Casualty, Liability), Object 635100 (Insurance). 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Purchasing Division is authorized to add or delete county 

properties to the policy, or increase the base amount on future determination of valuation of 

county structures during the policy period.  

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-391 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County Purchasing Rules & Regulations require that construction 

project change orders exceeding $50,000 must be approved by the County Board (Resolution 

No. 91-867, dated November 5, 1991); and 

WHEREAS, three unforeseen items were discovered during the Duluth Courthouse window 

replacement project, and include filling wall cavities and voids with insulation, replacement of 

wood trim stops, and painting all of the exterior terra cotta surfaces (in lieu of stripping and 

sealing). 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

change order amendment to the professional services contract with Johnson Wilson 

Constructors of Duluth, Minnesota, for an additional $117,779, for a total construction fee of 

$1,945,064 for window replacement in the Duluth Courthouse. Funding for this change order 

is available as follows:   

 $93,743.79 payable from Fund 438, Agency 438010 (Bond Interest) 

 $24,035.21 payable from Fund 400, Agency 400004 

Adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-392 

 

BY COMMISSIONER O’NEIL: 

WHEREAS, significant rains on June 19–23, 2012, have created emergency conditions 

involving flooding and related damages to private and public infrastructure; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County through its Environmental Services Department operates a 

network of waste collection sites including sites in the flood affected area; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County can assist residents currently challenged with responding to 

flood impacts. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

Environmental Services Department to waive tipping fees for flood-related waste at its 

Brookston, Aurora, and Hibbing Transfer Stations and Cotton, Meadowlands, Makinen, and 

Lavell Canister Sites through Friday, June 29, 2012, with the option for two one-week 

extensions at the discretion of the Environmental Services Director. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Environmental Services Department is 
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directed to take other steps as needed to ensure that residents are provided an opportunity to 

properly manage other flood-related wastes. 

Unanimously adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-393 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

WHEREAS, due to the extensive and immediate need for fill material to be used in public 

works projects to repair the county infrastructure, borrow pits on property owned by the 

county shall be public/semi-public uses when used exclusively for public works purposes and 

when operated as a result of, or in response to, a county declared state of emergency; and 

WHEREAS, the provisions of St. Louis County Ordinance 46, Article VI, Section 24.02, 

allow the use of such borrow pits to rebuild damaged property and to reduce the costs of 

reconstruction to the public. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board directs the 

Planning and Community Development Director to issue 45-Calendar Day, Single Season Pit 

permits for county-owned borrow pits as necessary, adhering to county borrow pit standards, 

and limiting the use of the pit for county and township projects related to this declared state of 

emergency.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that a 45-Calendar Day, Single Season Pit permit issued for any 

county-owned borrow pit may be converted to an alternate form of Borrow Pit Permit under 

St. Louis County Ordinance 46, Article VI, Section 24.02, if it is determined that operation of 

the pit will be necessary beyond the term of the initial permit. (Ordinance 46 standards shall 

be used to determine the appropriate Borrow Pit Permit). 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that pre-existing borrow pits on property owned by the county shall 

be exempt from the provisions of St. Louis County Ordinance 46, Article VI, Sections 

24.02 A.1 and 24.02 A.3, when the borrow pits are to be used exclusively for public works 

purposes and when operated as a result of, or in response to, a county declared state of 

emergency. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Planning and Community Development Director allow for 

extended hours of operation on individual permitted borrow pits to address emergency repairs 

related to this declared state of emergency. 

Unanimously adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-394 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has sustained severe losses of major proportion, caused by June 

flooding on June 19-20, 2012; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County is a public entity within the State of Minnesota; and 

WHEREAS, substantial damage has been sustained to public and private property; and 

WHEREAS, the cost of recovery from this disaster is beyond the resources available within 

the county, and state and federal resources are necessary.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board, for and on behalf 

of the citizens of St. Louis County, request the Governor of the State of Minnesota to petition 

the President of the United States to declare the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, to be a major 

disaster area, through appropriate channels. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that this request is for:  

1.  The Public Assistance (Infrastructure Support) and Human Service Programs as offered 

 through P.L. 93-288 and 106.390. 

2. The Hazard Mitigation Program, as offered through P.L. 93-288 and 106.390. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Emergency Management Director is 

authorized to coordinate the damage survey teams with local government and assist in the 

administration of the disaster recovery process, as needed. 

Unanimously adopted June 26, 2012. No. 12-395 
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At 3.43 p.m., June 26, 2012, Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dalhberg,  

moved to adjourn to closed session; seven yeas, zero nays.  

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 



  

 

 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

 

OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

 
ST. LOUIS COUNTY SPECIAL BOARD 

OF APPEAL AND EQUALIZATION 

FOR THE ASSESSMENT YEAR  

OF 2012 PAYABLE 2013 

 

The meeting of the 2012 St. Louis County Special Board of Appeal and Equalization (the 

“Board”) was called to order at 9:58 a.m. on Tuesday, June 19, 2012, in the St. Louis County 

Board Room, 2nd Floor, Courthouse, Duluth, MN, by Patricia Stolee, Deputy Auditor/Clerk of 

County Board.  By Resolution No. 12-254, adopted May 1, 2012, the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners appointed the following to serve on the Special Board of Appeal and 

Equalization and roll call was taken:  

 

John Vigen – District 1, present;  

Lee Conradi – District 2, present;  

Kevin O’Brien – District 3, present;  

Leonard Cersine – District 4, present;  

William Clements – District 5, present;  

Dawn Cole – District 6, present; and  

Frank Bigelow – District 7, absent   

 

The oath of office was administered to each member present by Deputy Auditor Stolee. 

 

Deputy Auditor Stolee asked for nominations for Chair of the 2012 Special Board of 

Equalization. Conradi/Vigen nominated William Clements.  No other nominations were 

received.  Vigen/O’Brien moved to close nominations and declare William Clements Chair by 

unanimous ballot.  Vote: 6-0 

 

Chair Clements asked for nominations for Vice-chair. Vigen/Cole nominated Len Cersine as 

Vice-chair.  No other nominations were received. Vigen/Conradi moved to close nominations 

and declare Len Cersine Vice-chair by unanimous ballot.  Vote: 6-0 

 

County Assessor David Sipila was present for all meetings of the Special Board of Appeal and 

Equalization. 

 

Hearing appeals start time: 10:03 a.m. 

 

Case No. 69A and B, John Wilson, 9421 West Branch Road, Duluth MN 55803, 69-A 

includes parcel codes 502-0020-00690, 660, 680, and 700 (Town of Pequaywan); 69-B 

includes parcels 502-20-03130 (1) and (2), 3160, 3230, 3260, 2880 (Town of Pequaywan). 

Mr. Wilson handed out a comparison spreadsheet, presented valuations of surrounding areas 

and requested to be comparable. On 69A, the assessor recommended and increase to the 

building in the amount of $4,400 for a full basement and a ¾ bath that had not previously been 

assessed and on 69B to reduce by $2,600 for reduction in assessed frontage by 240’. 

Vigen/Cersine moved to accept the assessor’s recommendation. (6-0) 
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Case No. 34A, Randy and Joyce Simonson, 5214 Albert Olson Road, Duluth MN. The 

assessor recommended a reduction due to average condition in the amount of $60,000. 

O’Brien/Cersine moved to accept the assessor’s recommendation. (6-0) 

 

Case No. 18, Bromley Griffin, 6410 Hwy. 29, Floodwood, MN 55736. The assessor reviewed 

the case and found only one of the buildings assessed was actually on the property, and the 

correction has been made to the record. Vigen/Cersine moved to accept the assessor’s 

recommendation. (6-0) 

 

A brief recess was taken from 10:53 a.m. to 10:56 a.m. 

 

Case No.  61A and 61B, Adele Hartwick, 3893 Fauvelle Road, Duluth, MN 55803. The 

assessor recommended to reduce the value for 61A, parcel 320-0050-00010 (Town of 

Ellsburg) to $10,600 as the parcel is bounded by a railroad and is composed entirely of 

wetland. Vigen/Cersine moved to approve the assessor’s recommendation for 61A. (6-0). On 

Case 61B, the assessor recommended no changed. After discussion, Vigen/Cersine moved to 

approve the assessed valued at $10.00 per square foot. (5-1, Clements) 

 

Case No. 29A, 30A, 31A, 32A, 33A. County Assessor Dave Sipila said notices went out to 

Portage, Cherry, Great Scott and Crane Lake, and error was made and revised statements were 

sent out. The adjustments are procedural and are clerical corrections, according to Assessor 

Sipila. O’Brien/Vigen to accept the assessor recommendation. (6-0) 

 

Case No. 45L, Stanley Germek, 9128 Escape Road, Babbitt, MN 55706, letter appeal. The 

assessor recommended a reduction due to incorrect acreage and a lowered schedule in 2012 

that was not applied to this property, for a new total assessment of $398,100. Cole/Cersine 

moved to accept the assessor’s recommendation. (6-0) 

 

Case No. 41AR, Michael Bustrom, 1675 Bradach Road, Ely, MN 55731, The assessor 

recommended decreasing the land and increasing the building for a net reduction of $69,100. 

Cole/Conradi moved to accept the assessor’s recommendation. (6-0) 

 

Case No.  56L. Robert Pearson, 2121 Dunedin Avenue, Duluth, MN 55803, letter appeal for 

rural vacant land in Eagles Nest. Mr. Pearson was concerned with increases on ten parcels in 

this case. The increase was due to an error in the way the totals were calculated and the 

assessor recommends a decrease in $200 for each parcel for a net reduction in the amount of 

$2,000. Vigen/O’Brien moved to accept the assessor’s recommendation. (6-0) 

 

Case No. 58L- 1 and 2, Mike Kochevar, letter appeal, 31 West 544 Penny Road, Barrington, 

IL 60010, regarding property at 1372 Walsh Road, season recreational, in Eagles Nest 

Township. On the first appeal, the assessor recommends a reduction of $45,400 due to lot 

depth on two parcels and decreasing the value on an older cabin, and increasing the value on 

the other building to correct for foundation type and add a fireplace. On the second case, at lot 

11, block 1, Swanson’s Shores, Eagles Nest Township, the assessor recommended a land 

decrease on one parcel in the amount of $13,600 and an increase on the other parcel in the 

amount of $5,700, for a net decrease of $7,900. Cole/O’Brien moved to accept the assessor’s 

recommendation for both cases. (6-0) 
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Case No. 1AR, Michel Erjavec, 7547 Airport Dr. N. Eveleth, MN 55734, appealing parcels in 

Town of Fayal.  Vigen/Cersine moved to accept the assessor’s recommendation of a net 

reduction of $24,400. (6-0) 

 

Case No. 3L, Arthur Eggen, 7455 Crane Lake Road, Crane Lake, MN, letter appeal. The 

assessor recommended a reduction for a new total value of $44,000, as adjustments that 

needed to be made and the new schedule applied. Cersine/Cole moved to accept the assessor’s 

recommendation. (6-0) 

 

Case 17AR, Jerry Prosnick, 1012 7th Ave S., Virginia, MN 55792. The assessor recommended 

a $34,700 building reduction. Cole/Vigen moved to approve as presented. (6-0) 

 

Case 44 A, Lucinda Bourn, 621 63rd Ave W. Duluth, MN 55807. Ms. Bourn requested 

consideration, noting the house is almost 100 years old. The assessor recommended no 

change. Vigen/Cersine moved to reduce $3,500 from the building value. (6-0) 

 

Case 49A, Eugene Stevens, 5608 Howard Gnesen Road, Duluth, MN, regarding property at 

2223 Harris Bay Road, Unorganized 55-14. The assessor recommended a $7,000 reduction in 

the building as the interior inspection revealed substandard construction. O’Brien/Conradi 

moved to accept the assessor’s recommendation. (6-0) 

 

Case No. 67A, Mary Robinson, 2147 Old North Shore Road, Duluth, MN 55804, appealing 

parcel 010-2710-00112 (9.85 acres on NE corner of Glenwood and Old Howard Mill). Ms. 

Robinson requested a reduction as the property is on a busy road and has no view. The 

assessor recommended an increase in the land value from $160,000 to $185,100. Vigen/Cole 

moved to reduce the land value to $160,000. (4-2, Cersine, O’Brien) 

 

Case No. 7AR, Robert Murphy, property at 2413 Point Street, Babbitt, MN. The assessor said 

the cabin over a garage was lower quality without running water and recommended a 

reduction of $17,100, for a total assessed value of $322,400. Cersine/O’Brien moved to accept 

the assessor’s recommendation. (6-0) 

 

Case No. 36AR, James Jude, 9173 Townline Rd., Iron, MN (Clinton Township). The assessor 

recommended a clerical correction to the value, which resulted in an $18,500 reduction. 

Cole/Conradi moved to accept the assessor’s recommendation. (6-0) 

 

Case No. 5L, Tom Johns, appeal on property located at 1274 Blackburn Drive, Cotton, MN, 

letter appeal. The assessor recommended no change in the current assessed value of $84,100. 

O’Brien/Cole moved to accept the assessor’s recommendation. (6-0) 

 

Case No. 25A, Tom Marchand, 5965 Birch Point Road, Saginaw, MN (Grand Lake 

Township) 

The assessor recommended a building reduction in the amount of $8,200 for a new total 

assessment of $252,700. Vigen/Cersine moved to accept the assessor’s recommendation. (6-0) 

 

Case No. 4, Stephen Kucera, 9857 Davidson Drive, Meadowlands, MN 55765. The assessor 

recommended a reduction of $3,000 on the storage building as it is in poor condition. 

Cersine/O’Brien moved to accept the assessor’s recommendation. (6-0) 

Case No. 24, John Krysiak, 2626 Nanticoke St. Duluth, MN, appeal regarding rural land in 

Canosia Township. The assessor recommended a reduction in the land value as is wetland, 

swamp and unbuildable. Cole/Conradi moved to accept the assessor’s recommendation. (6-0) 
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Case No. 53L, Tim and Jennifer LaMaster, 440 Kenliworth Ave., Duluth, MN, letter appeal 

regarding rural vacant land in Canosia Township. The assessor recommended a total reduction 

in the amount of $16,300 as the property is overvalued based on lack of access, driveway and 

utilities. Cole/O’Brien moved to accept the assessor’s recommendation. (5-1, Cersine) 

 

A recess was taken from 3:38 p.m. to 4:05 p.m. 

 

Case No. 76, John and Susan Charlstrom, 12255 Potshot Road, Floodwood, MN, walk-in 

appeal of two parcels, 750-0010-03650 and 03690. The assessor recommended no change. 

After further discussion, Vigen/O’Brien moved to reduce the total value of parcel number 750-

0010-03690 to $54,900, and no change to parcel number 750-0010-03650. (6-0) 

 

At 4:33 p.m. Chair Clements recessed the board until 10:00 a.m. Monday, June 25, 2012, in 

the Northland Office Building, Prebich Room, Virginia, MN.  

 

On Monday, June 25, 2012, at 10:02 a.m. the special County Board of Appeal and 

Equalization reconvened in the Prebich Room, Northland Office Center, Virginia, MN, with 

all members present except Frank Bigelow. Board member Frank Bigelow arrived at 10:04 

a.m. and was given the oath of office. 

 

Case No. 54AR, Steve Menelli, regarding property at 9181 County Road 23, Buyck, MN, 

Portage Township. The assessor recommended a new total value of $88,900 to correct for 

frontage quality and non-lake shore quality for the three parcels. Vigen/O’Brien moved to 

accept the assessor’s recommendation. (7-0) 

 

Case No. 70AR, Jay Mackie, 3325 Wolf Lake Road, Ely, MN (rural vacant land Town of 

Embarrass). The assessor recommended a new total value of $60,500, with reductions on most 

parcels due to poor quality. Cersine/Bigelow moved to accept the assessor’s recommendation. 

(7-0) 

 

Case No.  11A, Dan Quinn, regarding approximately 1012 acres and a hunting cabin located 

in Unorganized Township 59-16. Mr. Dan Quinn requested that John Vigen recuse himself 

from voting as he dealt with Mr. Vigen in a past real estate transaction. Board Member Vigen 

declined stating that it was quite a few years ago and he is a professional and will decide 

fairly. Mr. Quinn presented his case and requested the board consider reduction in several 

parcels. The assessor recommended no change in value, based on recent sales data. After 

lengthy discussion, O’Brien/Cersine moved to accept the assessors recommended value. (6-1, 

Bigelow) 

 

Case No. 12A, Edward Vest, 4153 St. Mary’s Court, Eveleth, MN. Mr. Vest requested a 

reduction, noting his property increased while others decreased. The assessor said they 

received Mr. Vest’s appeal late, recommending no change. After further discussion, Kevin 

O’Brien requested the calculation from good to fair. After further discussion, Bigelow/Cersine 

moved to change the classification from good to fair for a total reduction of $19,100. (7-0) 

 

Case No. 13A, Jeff and Kerry Collie, 1402 N 3rd Ave West, Virginia, MN. Mr. Collie said the 

bank obtained an appraisal for $375,000 and the local board reduced the value by $40,000. 

The assessor recommended no further reductions. After lengthy discussion, Bigelow Cole 

moved to approve a new total value of $400,000, with the reduction taken from the building. 
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Kevin O’Brien offered a friendly amendment to value the property at $406,700, and the 

makers did not accept. After further discussion, the motion passed. (7-0) 

 

Case No. 62A, Harry Homer, 147 Harvey Street, Ely, MN regarding lots on Mitchell Lake, 

Morse Township.  The assessor recommended reductions for the three lots as follows: parcel 

465-0113-00050 a $64,800 reduction; parcel 465-0113-0060 a $9,000 reduction and parcel 

465-0113-00020 a $37,000 reduction. The reason for reduction includes incorrect grading. 

O’Brien/Bigelow moved to approve the reduction for all three parcels. (7-0) 

 

Case No. 21AR, Nancy Roe, 1685 Bradach Road, Ely, MN (Eagles Nest Township). The 

assessor recommended a $47,600 reduction on land and a $7,600 reduction in the building, 

due to corrections to shoreline grading, water damage in the garage and a crooked entryway. 

Cersine/Vigen moved to accept the assessor’s recommendation. (7-0) 

 

Case No. 52L, Bob Kruse, letter appeal for property at Migisi Road, Ely, MN (Eagles Nest 

Township). A re-inspection of the property showed an incorrect grading of land and shoreline. 

The assessor recommended a $19,500 reduction for a new total value of $78,200. 

Cersine/Bigelow moved to accept the assessor’s recommendation. (7-0) 

 

Case No. 80, Kevin Groth, walk-in appeal, 234 Andover Road, Hoyt Lakes, MN 55750. 

Vigen/Conradi moved to table this until the next meeting to give the assessor’s office time to 

review. (7-0) 

 

Case No. 19A, Violet and John Simek, 8992 Poplar Road, Kelsey, MN. Mrs. Simek said this 

is a dairy farm and value is too high. The assessor recommended a total value of $339,100 for 

all parcels. After further discussion, Conradi/Cersine moved to accept the assessor’s 

recommendation. (7-0) 

 

At 1:34 p.m. Chair Clements called a recess, noting the next appeal is scheduled for 2:00 p.m. 

 

At 2:15 p.m. Chair Clements called the meeting back to order.  

 

Case No. 14A, Dan Mobia, 5896 Echo Point Road, Breitung Township, MN, appeared and 

requested a reduction in the building value. After lengthy discussion, O’Brien/Bigelow moved 

to approve a 10% reduction, totaling $33,800, to the building value. (7-0) 

 

Case No. 66A, Llyal Bean,6478 McCormack Lake Road, Chisholm, MN, appealing property 

contiguous to the above address, stating his wife purchased with intent of buying the point, 

only to find out later that the point wasn’t included. The assessor recommended a $200 

reduction to the land value. Vigen/O’Brien moved to accept the assessor’s recommendation. 

(7-0)  

 

Case No. 46A, Ron Erickson, appealing property located at 6727 Hwy 73, Chisholm, MN 

(Balkan township). Mr. Erickson requested a reduction due to a three season road and limited 

access to the property. The assessor recommended no change. After further discussion, 

Vigen/Cersine moved to accept the assessor’s recommendation. Frank Bigelow offered a 

friendly amendment to reduce the building values, and the makers did not agree. (6-1, 

Bigelow) 

 

Case No. 79, Jim Koch, walk-in, appealing values of property located at Giants Ridge. The 

assessor said there are approximately 100 different properties for this case. After further 
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discussion, Vigen/Bigelow moved to table until the June 28, 2012 meeting to give the assessor 

time to review. (7-0) 

 

Case No. 51, David Wehr, 75 Church Road, Cloquet, MN, letter appeal regarding 40 acres 

parcel on Canosia Road, Solway Township. The assessor recommended a $3,500 reduction. 

After discussion, O’Brien/Bigelow moved to accept the assessor’s recommendation. (7-0) 

 

At 4:29 p.m. Chair Clements recessed the board until 10:00 a.m. on June 28, 2012. 

 

At 10:03 a.m. the County Board of Appeals and Equalization convened in the County Board 

Conference Room, Duluth MN, with all members present.  

Case No. 35A, Judith Berntson, 3249 Commonwealth Ave., Duluth, MN, 55808, requesting a 

reduction in land value to the back lot. After discussion, O’Brien/Cersine moved to reduce the 

land value to $5,000 for the back lot, parcel code 010-3310-06620. (6-1, Conradi) 

 

Case No. 28A, David Kuiti, appealing property 6049 Taft Road, Duluth, MN (Grand Lake 

Township). Mr. Kuiti handed out a packet which included three appraisals, and said the heat 

in the cabin doesn’t work and there is no stove.  The assessor recommended a total value of 

$125,600. After lengthy discussion, Cole/Bigelow recommended a reduction to $114,000 total 

value, taking the reduction equally from land and building. (6-0-1 abstention, Clements) 

 

Case No. 47A, George Hudek and Rachel Pastoor, 608 N. 58th Ave E. Duluth, MN, 55804. 

Ms. Pastoor requested a reduction to $224,000. The assessor recommended no change. After 

lengthy discussion, Vigen/Bigelow moved a $16,000 reduction to the building value. (7-0) 

  

Case No. 63A, Richard Cihoski, 1169 W. 2nd St. Duluth, MN. Mr. Cihoski requested a 

reduction due to the condemned condition of the home and the lot he purchased is solid rock. 

The assessor recommended no change. After further discussion, Vigen/O’Brien moved to 

accept the assessor’s report. (7-0) 

 

Case 74A, Fay Kuettel, O’Brien/Bigelow moved to table Case 74A until after lunch. 

 

At 12:20 p.m., Chair Clements recessed the board for lunch. 

 

At 1:25 p.m., the board reconvened. 

 

Case No. 60A, Annette Mega, 1709 Mall Drive, Duluth MN, mixed used commercial 

property. Ms. Mega brought in pictures and requested the board to consider reducing the value 

to $199,000. After lengthy discussion, Bigelow/Cersine moved to approve a new value of 

$200,000. (7-0) 

 

Case No. 74A, Fay Kuettel, 1615 London Road, Duluth, MN. The assessor recommended 

decreasing the land by $23,100 and increasing the building by $23,100, for a zero net change 

totaling $270,000.  Bigelow/Cersine moved to accept the assessor’s recommendation. (7-0) 

 

Case No. 74A, Greg Camp. 1732 London Road, Duluth, MN. The assessor said there are two 

sections for this appeal. The first section includes three commercial office and converted 

single family properties. The assessor recommended a reduction on this section in the amount 

of $44,100, and the appellant agrees. The second section includes a duplex and two single 

family properties. The assessor recommended a reduction in the amount of $35,500 for these 
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properties and the appellant agrees. Bigelow/Conradi, moved to approve both sections as 

presented by the assessor. (6-0) 

 

Case No. 57L, Eron Ahmer, appealing property at 5778 Crane Lake Road, Orr, MN (Portage 

Township), letter appeal. The assessor recommended a $7,700 reduction for a new total value 

of $17,400. The assessor also recommended changing the classification of the land to rural 

vacant. Cole/Bigelow moved to accept the assessor’s recommendation. (7-0) 

 

Case No. 75A, Brian and Elana Pfeifer, 4349 Miller Trunk Road, Eveleth, MN, appealing two 

contiguous parcels on St. Mary’s Lake. Mrs. Pfeifer presented her case, focusing on lots 1 and 

2 and water problems in the basement. The assessor said the local board reduced parcel 340-

0160-00020 by $4,300 and lot 340-0160-00030 by $11,300. The assessor recommended no 

further reduction for a total assessment for the two lots of $406,900. Vigen/O’Brien moved to 

accept the assessor’s recommendation. (7-0) 

 

Case No. 79A, Wayzata Hospitality Group, 153 E. Lake Street, Wayzata, MN, appealing value 

of condos at Giants Ridge in Biwabik, MN. Mr. James Koch and Mr. Tony Jeffries 

represented the Wayzata Hospitality Group. The assessor recommended no changes to the 

current assessed values for the properties at Giants Ridge. After lengthy discussion, 

Vigen/Cersine moved to accept the assessor’s recommendation. (7-0) 

 

Case No. 55A, Bruce Carlson, appealing property at 2350 Blue Rock Road, Cook, MN, 

Greenwood Township. Mr. Carson brought in appraisal from 2011 for his property. The 

assessor recommended a 10% reduction to the subject home for functional obsolescence, for a 

new total of $1,924,500. Vigen/Cersine moved to approve the assessor’s recommendation. (7-

0) 

The board took a short recess from 4:13-4:15 p.m. 

Case No. 65A, Dennis and Sarah McLean, 517 W. 6th Street, Duluth, MN, twin townhome. 

Mrs. Mclean presented her case and read a letter, asking for a reduction. The local assessor 

reduced the value by $10,000 and reported that the home is in superior condition. The board 

discussed the value of the land and compared to land value of the other townhomes. After 

further discussion, Bigelow moved to reduce the land value to $38,000, or a reduction of 

$13,000. (7-0) 

 

A recess was taken from 4:50 p.m. Kevin O’Brien left the meeting at 4:54 p.m. 

 

The board reconvened at 4:54 p.m. with Kevin O’Brien absent, and all other members present.  

 

Case No. 42L, Charles Evancevich, 8960 Bear Island Cabin Drive. Babbitt, MN, letter appeal 

for property in Babbitt and Unorganized Township 61-13. On the first property in Babbitt, the 

assessor recommended a $9,700 reduction for the building due to lower condition and an 

unfinished basement. On the properties in Unorganized Township 61-13, the assessor 

recommended a $16,700 land reduction and a $3,500 building reduction for parcel 625-15-

240, and no change to parcel 625-15-250. Bigelow/Cersine moved to accept the assessor’s 

recommendation. (6-0) 

 

Case No. 22L, Robert Wilmunen, 16365 S. White Iron Rd., Ely, MN, letter appeal for 

property in Unorganized Township 61-12. The assessor recommended a $32,800 reduction to 

correct land grading. Bigelow/Cersine moved to accept the assessor’s recommendation. (6-0) 
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Case No. 50L, Robin and Irene Vora, letter appeal for property at 1181 Ringrock Road, Ely, 

MN, cabin on White Iron Lake, Morse Township. The assessor recommended no change to 

the value. Cersine/Bigelow moved to accept the assessor’s recommendation. (6-0) 

 

Case No.  77L, Linda Richardson, 5831 Fawn Trail Circle, Woodbury, MN, appealing value 

of lot on Wakemup Narrows Addition to Vermilion Lake (swampy vacant land used as an 

access to Lake Vermilion). The subject parcel is divided into eight 1/8 interests. The assessor 

recommended each 1/8 interest be reduced from $5,000 to $1,000 due to the poor site value. 

The assessor also recommended that the same reduction be applied to the other 1/8 interest 

parcels included in the addendum. Bigelow/Cersine moved to accept the assessor’s 

recommendation. (6-0) 

 

Case No.72L, Ed and Rhonda Ford, letter appeal regarding property at 7763 Hazelwood Rd., 

Buyck, MN. The assessor recommended a $10,100 reduction in the building value due to a 

change from good to above average, and the appellant agrees. Bigelow/Cersine moved to 

approve as recommended. (6-0) 

 

Case No. 80A, Kevin Groth, appeal regarding property a 6568 Barker Road, Gilbert, MN, 

which is a seasonal riverfront cabin in Unorganized 57-16. The assessor recommended a 

reduction in the building value and an increase in the land value, for a net decrease in the 

amount of $900. Bigelow/Cersine moved to approve the assessor’s recommendation. (6-0) 

 

Case No. 27L, Melanie Lloyd, letter appeal regarding property at 6813 Lawnwood Rd, Duluth, 

MN, (lake home in Gnesen Township). The appellant requested the value be reduced to 

$270,000 or less. The assessor’s recommended a $16,400 reduction to the value of the 

building for a new total value of $294,100. Bigelow/Cersine moved to accept the assessor’s 

recommendation. (6-0) 

 

County Assessor Dave Sipila presented a spreadsheet of clerical error correction, many of 

which were found after the local board meeting. Bigelow/Cersine moved to approve the 

corrections as presented. (6-0) 

 

Assessor Sipila presented a list of appellants who agreed no change was required and 

withdrew their appeal. Cersine/Cole moved to approve the list as presented. (6-0) 

 

With no further appeals to consider, Bigelow/Cersine moved to approve the following 

resolution: 

COUNTY BOARD RESOLUTION 

 

 RESOLVED, that the assessment rolls from the several assessment districts of the 

County of St. Louis,  Minnesota, for the year 2012, to-wit:  Cities of Aurora, Babbitt, Biwabik, 

Brookston, Buhl, Chisholm, Cook, Duluth, Ely, Eveleth, Floodwood, Gilbert, Hermantown, 

Hibbing, Hoyt Lakes, Iron Junction, Kinney, Leonidas, McKinley, Meadowlands, Mountain 

Iron, Orr, Proctor, Tower, Virginia, and Winton; and Towns of Alango, Alborn, Alden, 

Angora, Arrowhead, Ault, Balkan, Bassett, Beatty, Biwabik, Breitung, Brevator, Camp 5, 

Canosia, Cedar Valley, Cherry, Clinton, Colvin, Cotton, Crane Lake,  Culver, Duluth, Eagle’s 

Nest, Ellsburg, Elmer,  Embarrass, Fayal, Fairbanks, Field, Fine Lakes, Floodwood, 

Fredenberg, French, Gnesen, Grand Lake, Great Scott, Greenwood, Halden, Industrial, 

Kabetogama, Kelsey, Kugler, Lakewood, Lavell, Leiding, Linden Grove, McDavitt, 

Meadowlands, Midway, Morcom, Morse, Ness, New Independence, Normanna, North Star, 
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Northland, Owens, Pequaywan, Pike, Portage, Prairie Lake, Rice Lake, Sandy, Solway, Stoney 

Brook, Sturgeon, Toivola, Van Buren, Vermilion Lake, Waasa, White, Willow Valley, Wuori 

and all the Unorganized Towns, as returned by the respective assessors and local Boards of 

Review, are hereby ordered placed upon the tax lists by the County for the year 2012, subject 

to changes as may be ordered by the Minnesota Tax Committee. 

 

YEAS: Vigen, Conradi, Cersine, Cole, Bigelow, and Chair Clements – 6 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: O’Brien – 1 

 

John Vigen presented closing comments. 

 

At 5:25 p.m., Bigelow/Conradi moved to adjourn the 2012 Special Board of Appeal and 

Equalization. (6-0) 

 

Patricia Stolee, Deputy County Auditor/Clerk of County Board 



  

 

 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

 

OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

 

July, 2012 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON JULY 3, 2012 
 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 3rd day 

of July, 2012, at 9:30 a.m., in the St. Louis County Board Room, Duluth, Minnesota, with the 

following members present:  Commissioners Steve O’Neil, Chris Dahlberg, Mike Forsman, 

Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson - 6.  Absent:  Commissioner Frank 

Jewell – 1. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who serve and protect our safety at 

home and those who protect our freedom, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Forsman gave a public works update in the aftermath of the flood, noting there 

are 13 roads that are still closed. Administrator Gray said at the peak of the flood disaster there 

were 94 roads closed. Chair Nelson complimented the good work of administration, public 

works, the county attorney and all those involved. Commissioner Sweeney thanked Governor 

Dayton and our state legislators for their prompt action in the wake of the flood and requested 

letters be sent to recognize their good work. 

 

Administrator Gray said there were no bids for the sale of surplus fee land, however there was 

interest and this will be offered again in the future. 

 

At 9:51 a.m. a public hearing began to consider suspension and/or penalties for a liquor law 

violation, sale to a minor, at Belo Enterprises, Inc., d/b/a Crossroads Convenience and Liquor 

Store, Clinton Township. Commissioner Nelson disclosed that this establishment is near the 

convenience store he owns, but does not consider them a direct competitor and asked if 

anyone on the board thought this was a conflict of interest, and no one came forth. County 

Attorney Mark Rubin said the owner of the establishment signed an informal agreement, 

agreeing to a ten day suspension and $1,000 fine, with nine days of the suspension and $1,000 

of the fine stayed for one year with no same or similar violation, with a recommended 

suspension date of July 9, 2012. County Attorney Rubin said there was a correction needed on 

the resolution to change the suspension from one day to ten days.  County Attorney Rubin 

asked County Auditor Donald Dicklich and Chair Keith Nelson to sign the agreement. County 

Attorney Rubin turned in the public hearing packet, which included proof of publication and 

all required notices. No one else choose to testify at the public hearing. At 10:01 a.m., 

Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner Raukar moved to close the public 

hearing; six yeas, zero nays. The clerk read the corrected resolution as recommended by 

County Attorney Rubin. Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to 

approve the resolution. After further deliberations, the motion passed; six yeas, zero nays.  

Resolution No. 12-400. 
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The following board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

board meeting: 

 

St. Louis County 2010-2011 School Recycling and Waste Reduction Grant Agreement 

between the County of St. Louis and the Chisholm Public Schools.—12-341 

 

Easement for Right-of-Way in Section 8, Township 62 North, Range 19 West for County 

Projects 142319 and 142320 (Alango and East Olson Roads) in Field Township.—12-342 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, resolutions 

numbered 12-396 through 12-399, as submitted to this Board on the consent agenda, were 

unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of June 12, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted July 3, 2012. No. 12-396 

 

RESOLVED, that the appraisal report for the sale of timber to be offered at SEALED BID 

BLACK SPRUCE TOPS AUCTION, Tracts 1 through 4 (totaling $47,701.80), as submitted 

by the Land and Minerals Commissioner, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified 

as County Board File No. 59391, is approved and the County Auditor is authorized to carry 

out the recommendations as listed in said appraisal report. 

Adopted July 3, 2012. No. 12-397 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to Ordinance No. 28, Section 11, Subdivision 11.06, authorization 

is hereby approved for the following applications to sell/serve outside the designated serving 

area of the county liquor license, as per applications on file in the office of the County Auditor, 

identified as County Board File No. 59385: 

 ILI, LLC d/b/a Island Lake Inn, Gnesen Township, July 20, 21, and 22, 2012; 

 ILI, LLC d/b/a Island Lake Inn, Gnesen Township, August 17, 18, and 19, 2012. 

 RESOLVED FURTHER, that said licenses are approved contingent on Gnesen 

Township approval. 

Adopted July 3, 2012. No. 12-398 

 

RESOLVED, that the application for a Temporary On-Sale 3.2 Percent Malt Liquor License, 

on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County Board File No. 59452, is 

hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to issue the license to the applicant: 

 Grand Lake Volunteer Fire Department, Town of Grand Lake, Temporary On-Sale   

 3.2 Percent Malt Liquor License No. TB1244, for August 11, 2012. 

Adopted July 3, 2012. No. 12-399 

 

BY COMMISSIONER O’NEIL: 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Liquor Licensing Committee met on May 8, 2012, to 

consider recommending action to be taken by the County Board as a result of an alleged liquor 

law violation, sale to minor, on April 10, 2012, against Belo Enterprises, Inc., d/b/a 

Crossroads Convenience and Liquor Store, Clinton Township; and 

WHEREAS, the Liquor Licensing Committee recommended a ten (10) day suspension and 

$1,000 civil penalty, with nine (9) days of the suspension and $1,000 of the civil penalty 

stayed for one year with no same or similar violations during that year; and 
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WHEREAS, after hearing testimony on the matter at a public hearing conducted on July 3, 

2012, at 9:40 a.m. in the Courthouse, Duluth, MN, the St. Louis County Board determined the 

recommendation of the St. Louis County Liquor Licensing Committee to be an appropriate 

penalty for the liquor law violation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License No. 

OFSL122, issued to Belo Enterprises, Inc., d/b/a Crossroads Convenience and Liquor Store, 

Clinton Township, is hereby suspended for ten (10) days and a $1,000 civil penalty is due, 

with nine (9) days of the suspension and $1,000 of the civil penalty stayed for one (1) year 

with no same or similar violations during that period.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the date of suspension of the liquor license will be July 9, 2012. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that a new violation within the next year (ending July 3, 2013) will 

result in the imposition of the remainder of the suspension and civil penalty, and may also be 

cause for additional action against the liquor license of the licensee pursuant to St. Louis 

County Ordinance Number 28, Section 13. 

Unanimously adopted July 3, 2012. No. 12-400 

 

At 10:15 a.m., July 3, 2012, Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, 

moved to adjourn; six yeas, zero nays. 

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON JULY 10, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 10th day 

of July, 2012, at 9:34 a.m., in the County Board Room, Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, with 

the following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris Dahlberg, 

Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson - 7.  Absent:  None. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who protect and serve our 

communities and those who protect our freedom, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to persons who wanted to address the Board concerning 

issues not on the agenda and Mr. Norm Voorhees chose to do so.  Mr. Voorhees was there on 

behalf of the Iron Workers Local 512 and Duluth Building Trades to express their support of 

the Northeast Regional Correction Center (NERCC) building project.  Mr. Voorhees said the 

building project would be very positive for the area and to the local trades.  Commissioner 

Sweeney asked that the Building Trades think of ways to get those who are coming out of 

NERCC more involved in the local building trades and provide them with a “hand up” and not 

a “hand out”. 

 

At 9:42 a.m. a public hearing convened pursuant to Resolution No. 12-359, adopted June 26, 

2012, to consider the issuance of an off-sale intoxicating liquor license for A.P. Inc. d/b/a A.P. 

Liquor, Gnesen Township.  Assistant County Attorney Jim Nephew presented the board with a 

packet of information regarding A.P. Liquor.  The packet contained the following items: town 

board resolution, liquor liability insurance valid through February 5, 2013, notice of liquor 

licensing committee meeting, minutes from the June 5, 2012 liquor licensing committee 

meeting, copy of the liquor license checklist, public hearing resolution No. 12-359 adopted 

June 26, 2012, notice of public hearing published June 29, 2012, in the Duluth News Tribune, 

notice of public hearing sent to applicant on June 29, 2012, and proof that real estate taxes are 

current.  Chair Nelson then asked if there were any representatives of the entity who would 

like to appear and give testimony, at which time Adam Riesland of A.P. Inc. came before the 

Board.  Commissioner Sweeney asked if he was aware of the liquor laws of the State of 

Minnesota and stressed that all of their employees must know and follow these rules.  

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Forsman, moved to close the hearing at 

9:50 a.m.; seven yeas, zero nays.  Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner 

Forsman, moved to pass the resolution regarding the issuance of an off-sale intoxicating liquor 

license to A.P. Inc.; seven yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-407. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to approve the consent 

agenda.  The consent agenda was then approved; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to suspend the rules so 

that an agenda item may be added under the Finance & Budget Committee to consider a 

special event permit in Solway Township.  The rules were suspended to allow for this addition 

to the agenda; seven yeas, zero nays.   

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to pass the resolution 

approving the application to sell/serve outside the designated serving area of the county liquor 

license for Kristina Carl d/b/a Saginaw Grand Lake Station, Solway Township, for July 14, 
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2012. After further discussion, the motion passed; seven yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-

411. 

Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to authorize St. Louis 

County to join the Arrowhead Health Alliance (AHA) and enter into the Joint Powers 

Agreement, and to appoint the Chair of the Health and Human Services Committee as its 

representative and appoint one alternate.  Administrator Gray explained that the resolution 

would also authorize the Public Health and Human Services Department to contribute funding 

in the amount of $60,480 to the Arrowhead Health Alliance as a joining partner.  

Commissioner Sweeney made recommendation that there should be both a rural and urban 

commissioner representation on the AHA board and suggested that Commissioner Forsman be 

considered for the alternate position.  Commissioner O’Neil agreed with Commissioner 

Sweeney’s recommendation.  Commissioner O’Neil then thanked Ann Bushey, Director of 

Health and Human Services, and Administrator Gray for their efforts moving this resolution 

forward and applauded the AHA for their impressive work and explained the benefits and 

programs they offer.  Commissioner Nelson made recommendation for Commissioner 

Dahlberg to be named as the alternate.  Commissioner Dahlberg expressed that he would 

enjoy the opportunity to serve as the alternate and said that healthcare is the most important 

issue facing St. Louis County.  Commissioner Jewell agreed with Commissioner Sweeney’s 

recommendation and explained that Commissioner Forsman’s understanding of rural St. Louis 

County would be very beneficial as an alternate.  After further discussion, the motion to 

appoint Commissioner O’Neil as representative and Commissioner Dahlberg as the alternate 

passed; seven yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-408. 

 

Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, moved to approve the 

resolution awarding a bid to KGM Contractors, Inc., for combined project SAP 69-600-

040(low), CP 111484, grading, aggregate base, bituminous surface and culverts on Stuntz Bay 

Access Road and SAP 69-600-042, CP 121195, grading and aggregate base on Frith Drive 

and Access Road near Soudan, MN. Commissioner Forsman explained that the DNR was ok 

with this project and that Breitung Township had given their approval.  Administrator Gray 

explained that the funding for the project would come from the State Park Road Account and 

that no additional levying would be required.  Commissioner Nelson explained that St. Louis 

County was currently maintaining five water accesses and that there should be a transition of 

their maintenance to the DNR.  The motion passed; seven years, zero nays.  Resolution No. 

12-409. 

 

Commissioner Jewell, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to approve the settlement 

of litigation with Stephanie Nelson regarding a motor vehicle accident.  The motion passed; 

seven years, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-410. 

 

The following board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

board meeting: 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Ann Busche, Director of Public Health and Human 

Services, submitting Board Letter No. 12-281, Arrowhead Health Alliance.—59492 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract No. 14934 between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Theresa V. Pack.—12-343 

  

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 50997 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Theresa V. Pack.—12-344 
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Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 50998 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Westview Portage II.—12-345 

 

State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreement with St. Louis County for Sargent Creek/Becks 

Road for design features in a culvert replacement project.—12-346 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Erickson 

Engineering Co., LLC, for bridge design of County Bridge 161 (State Bridge 89072) over the 

East Savanna River on County Road 834 (CP 158301).—12-347 

 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Projects between the County of St. Louis and Ulland 

Brothers, Inc., for Culvert Replacement, Mill Bituminous Surface, Bituminous Pavement 

Reclamation, Plant Mix Bituminous Surface, Aggregate Base & Aggregate Shouldering - SP 

69-621-030, CP 9311, MN Proj. No. STPZX 6912(158).—12-348 

 

Agreement between St. Louis County and Lake County for 2012 Maintenance Striping – MP 

97047.—12-349 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, resolutions 

numbered 12-401 through 12-406, as submitted to this board on the consent agenda, were 

unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of June 26, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted July 10, 2012. No. 12-401 

 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Child Support is a state administered, county run program that works 

with parents to establish and enforce support orders; and 

WHEREAS, Child Support Supervisors from the seven county Arrowhead Region have been 

meeting over the past year and have suggested a number of enhanced service ideas worthy of 

exploration; and  

WHEREAS, there is a desire among all seven county Public Health and Human Services 

Directors to test these options by requesting formal support from the MN Department of 

Human Services. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the St. 

Louis County Public Health and Human Services Director to join with the six other counties 

of Region 3 in seeking support from the Department of Human Services for a pilot study of a 

regional collaboration model of the child support program. 

Adopted July 10, 2012. No. 12-402 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the applications for abatements, 

correction of assessed valuations and taxes plus penalty and interest, and any additional 

accrual, identified in County Board File No. 59401. 

Adopted July 10, 2012. No. 12-403 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board adopted a Travel Policy on November 9, 1987, by 

Board Resolution No. 87-706; and  

WHEREAS, meal allowance reimbursement rates were established at that time as part of the 

policy; and  

WHEREAS, there has been no adjustment to the meal allowance reimbursement rates since 
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policy inception; and 

WHEREAS, the 2012 U.S. General Services Administration table of CONUS meal allowance 

reimbursement rates for St. Louis County indicates adjustment is warranted. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an 

adjustment to the St. Louis County Board Travel Policy Meal Allowance Reimbursement 

Rates as follows: Breakfast - $9.00; Lunch - $13.00; and Dinner - $29.00.   

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board Travel Policy Meal Allowance 

Reimbursement Rates shall be adjusted annually to reflect changes in the U.S. General 

Services Administration CONUS meal reimbursement rate. 

Adopted July 10, 2012. No. 12-404 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to Ordinance No. 28, Section 11, Subdivision 11.06, authorization 

is hereby approved for the following applications to sell/serve outside the designated serving 

area of the county liquor license, as per applications on file in the office of the County Auditor, 

identified as County Board File No. 59385: 

Boondocks-Forbes, LLC d/b/a Boondocks, Clinton Township, July 21, 2012; 

Boondocks-Forbes, LLC d/b/a Boondocks, Clinton Township, August 25, 2012. 

Adopted July 10, 2012. No. 12-405 

 

RESOLVED, that the workers’ compensation report of claims by employees for work-related 

injuries, dated June 29, 2012, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County 

Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from Fund 730, Agency 

730001. 

Adopted July 10, 2012. No. 12-406 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, A. P. Inc. d/b/a A. P. Liquor, Gnesen Township, St. Louis County, Minnesota, 

has applied for an off-sale intoxicating liquor license; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat., Section 340A.405, Subdivision 2(d), requires that a public hearing 

be held prior to the issuance of an off-sale intoxicating liquor license; and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on July 10, 2012, at 9:40 A.M. in the St. Louis County 

Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, for the purpose of considering the off-sale intoxicating liquor 

license; and 

WHEREAS, with regard to the application for said license, A. P. Liquor has complied in all 

respects with the requirements of Minnesota Law and St. Louis County Ordinance No. 28; and 

WHEREAS, the Liquor Licensing Committee of the St. Louis County Board has considered 

the nature of the business to be conducted and the propriety of the location and has 

recommended approval of the application. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License (License 

Number OFSL1327) shall be issued to A. P. Inc. d/b/a A. P. Liquor, Gnesen Township, 

located in Area 3, for an annual fee of $500.00. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said liquor license shall be effective July 10, 2012, through 

June 30, 2013. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent upon payment of real estate 

taxes when due. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent upon Gnesen Township and 

Environmental Services approval, and proof of liquor liability insurance. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells the licensed place of business, the 

County Board may, at its discretion, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new owner, 

but without pro-rated refund of license fee to the license holder. 

Unanimously adopted July 10, 2012. No. 12-407 
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BY COMMISSIONER O’NEIL: 

WHEREAS, Arrowhead Health Alliance (AHA) was formed in 2007 as a way to integrate 

health care and human services in Carlton, Cook, Koochiching and Lake Counties; and  

WHEREAS, AHA has used this model to partner with health plans, apply for local, state and 

federal grants, and connect with local area providers to develop a network of health and human 

services related organizations; and  

WHEREAS, the AHA Board has extended an invitation to St. Louis County to join the AHA; 

and  

WHEREAS, the Public Health and Human Services Department believes there is value in 

joining AHA as St. Louis County has a significant population and medical community and can 

benefit from the existing AHA structure to bring in non-levy resources to offer needed 

services. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute the Arrowhead Health Alliance (AHA) Joint Powers 

Agreement, and authorizes the Public Health and Human Services (PHHS) Department to 

contribute funding to the AHA as a joining partner in the amount of $60,480, payable from 

Fund 230, Agency 232006, Object 629900.   

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Board appoints the Chair of the Health and Human 

Services Committee to serve as its representative, and appoints Commissioner Dahlberg to 

serve as an alternate. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Board directs the PHHS Director to work with 

Administration to provide a report back to the Board on a quarterly basis.  

Unanimously adopted July 10, 2012. No. 12-408 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following combined 

projects: 

SAP 69-600-040 (low), CP 111484 located on Stuntz Bay Access Road from 0.5 mi. 

north of TH 169 to Lake Vermilion, in Breitung Township near Soudan, MN; and 

SAP 69-600-042, CP 121195 located on Frith Drive from Access Road to 500’ west and 

Access Road between 1375’ and 2250’ north of CR 697 in Breitung Township near 

Soudan, MN; and 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, on June 28, 

2012, and KGM Contractors, Inc., Angora, MN, provided the low responsible bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above combined project to the low bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT  

KGM Contractors, Inc. 9211 Highway 53  $687,759.83 

   Angora, MN  55703 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that State Park Road Account funds in the amount of $687,759.83 

are reserved for this project.  Any funding required in excess of State Park Road Account 

funds shall be the responsibility of Breitung Township. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Board Chair, the County Auditor, and the County 

Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to execute the 

bonds and contract for the above listed combined project payable from: 

SAP 69-600-040(low):  Fund 220, Agency 220267, Object 652700        $466,193.94 

With additional revenue budgeted for expense: 

State Park Road Account: Fund 220, Agency 220267, Rev. Object 521607    $466,193.94 

SAP 69-600-042:  Fund 220, Agency 220255, Object 652700       $221,565.89 

With additional revenue budgeted for expense: 



PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

229 

 

 

 

State Park Road Account:  Fund 220, Agency 220255, Rev. Object 521607     $221,565.89 

Unanimously adopted July 10, 2012. No. 12-409 

 

BY COMMISSIONER JEWELL: 

WHEREAS, Stephanie Nelson has brought a claim against St. Louis County for injuries 

arising out of a motor vehicle accident occurring on December 10, 2008; and  

WHEREAS, the accident has been investigated by the St. Louis County claims investigator, 

who has determined St. Louis County to be at fault; and  

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has received a settlement demand from  Ms. Nelson, by and 

through her attorney, Robert Falsani, in the amount of $120,000.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that St. Louis County settle the claim of Stephanie 

Nelson for the amount of $120,000 payable from Fund 720, upon the receipt of a settlement 

and release agreement, in such form as approved by the County Attorney.  

Unanimously adopted July 10, 2012. No. 12-410 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to Ordinance No. 28, Section 11, Subdivision 11.06, authorization 

is hereby approved for the following applications to sell/serve outside the designated serving 

area of the County Liquor License, as per applications on file in the office of the County 

Auditor, identified as County Board File No. 59385: 

Kristina Carl d/b/a Saginaw Grand Lake Station, Solway Township, July 14, 2012. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent on approval from County 

Attorney, Auditor, Environmental Services, Planning, Sheriff, Minnesota Department of 

Health and Solway Township. 

Unanimously adopted July 10, 2012. No. 12-411 

 

At 10:29 a.m., July 10, 2012, Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner Sweeney 

moved to adjourn; seven yeas, zero nays.  

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON JULY 24, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 24th day 

of July, 2012, at 9:33 a.m., in the Floodwood City Hall, Floodwood, Minnesota, with the 

following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris Dahlberg, 

Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson - 7.  Absent:  None. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who serve and protect our safety at 

home and those who protect our freedom, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Floodwood Mayor Jeff Fletcher welcomed the Board and thanked them for their support of 

various projects, including the help from various county departments during the recent flood. 

 

Commissioner Raukar recognized Terry Soderberg, Environmental Services Department, as 

the recipient of the Customer Service Recognition Award. Commissioner Raukar said Terry 

Soderberg is focused a finding a resolution for customers and has a can-do attitude. Ted 

Troolin, Environment Services Director, said Mr. Soderberg epitomizes customer service, and 

looks at situations from the customer’s perspective. Terry Soderberg said he enjoys working 

for St. Louis County and thanked the board for the recognition. An award was given to Mr. 

Soderberg and pictures were taken. 

 

At 9:55 a.m. a public hearing was held to consider the suspension of a liquor license issued to 

Mike and Linda Kratt, owners of the Island Lake Inn, Gnesen Township. County Attorney 

Mark Rubin presented the packet which included the required notices. County Attorney Rubin 

said the resolution says the suspension is effective at noon today if payment is not made. At 

10:58 a.m., Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to close the 

public hearing; seven yeas, zero nays. Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner 

Dahlberg, moved to approve the resolution. Commissioner Sweeney asked for a friendly 

amendment to change the effective time of the suspension to the end of the business day, or 

4:30 p.m., to which the makers agreed. Commissioner Nelson said the Auditor’s Office 

received an e-mail from the owner indicating they were coming in this morning to pay. The 

motion passed, with the amendment; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-428. 

 

Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to approve the consent 

agenda. Commissioner Dahlberg requested item 5 be removed for separate consideration. The 

remainder of the consent agenda passed; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, moved to approve appraisal 

reports for sale of timber offered at a sealed bid timber auction on August 16, 2012. 

Commissioner Dahlberg said he pulled this item to recognize the good work of the County 

Land and Minerals Department. After further discussion, the motion passed; seven yeas, zero 

nays. Resolution No. 12-418. 

 

Chair Nelson called for a recess at 10:07 a.m. to go to the committee of the whole, to 

reconvene at 11:00 a.m., or thereabouts. 

 

At 2:52 p.m. the county board reconvened.  
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Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to approve the second 

consent agenda, consisting of all items that passed unanimously with recommendation; seven 

yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner Jewell, move to authorize a contract with 

Pictometry International Corporation, Rochester, New York, for the purchase of high 

resolution oblique and orthogonal aerial photography; four yeas, three nays; Nelson, Forsman 

and Dahlberg. Resolution No. 12-445. 

 

The following board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

Board meeting: 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Gottschald, Human Resources Director, 

submitting Board Letter No. 12-311, Assistant County Attorney Unit Bargaining Agreement – 

2010/2012.—59493 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and County Auditor Donald Dicklich, submitting Board 

Letter No. 12-294, Public Hearing for Suspension/Revocation of Liquor Licenses for Property 

Tax Non-Payment.—59494 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, Robert Krepps, Land and Minerals Commissioner, and 

County Auditor Donald Dicklich, submitting Board Letter No. 12-297, State Tax Forfeited 

Land Use Lease – Proctor Independent School District No. 704.—59495 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Robert Krepps, Land and Minerals Commissioner, 

submitting Board Letter No. 12-300, Private Sale of State Tax Forfeited Land – Illila.—59496 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Gottschald, Human Resources Director, 

submitting Board Letter No. 12-309, Optional Long Term Disability Coverage thru National 

Insurance Services.—59497 

 

Grant Agreement No. 20978 between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and 

Lutheran Social Services for Family Group Decision Making (FGDM) for the period January 

1, 2012, through December 31, 2012.—12-350 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14984, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Range Mental Health Center for Children’s Mental Health-Targeted Case 

Management for the period January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012.—12-351 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14983, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Human Development Center for Child Mental Health-Targeted Case 

Management for the period January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012.—12-352 

 

Service Contract No. 5026 between the County of St. Louis and General Cleaning Corporation 

for janitorial services for the Northland Office Center in Virginia, MN, for the period July 1, 

2012, through June 30, 2013, with two additional one-year extension options.—12-353 

 

County-State Aid Highway (CSAH) Project Contract between the County of St. Louis and 

Asphalt Surface Technologies Corp., a/k/a ASTECH Corp., for Crack Sealing (South), MP 

97044R.—12-354 

 



PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

232 

 

 

County-State Aid Highway Project Contract between the County of St. Louis and Watters & 

Sons Excavating, LLC, for Bridge No. 69J86 and approaches located on CSAH 61 (Scenic 

Hwy. 61) in Duluth Township, SAP 69-661-016, CP 61896.—12-355 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and Braun Intertec 

Corporation for Geotechnical Evaluation for County Bridge 161, CP 158301.—12-356 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and Gale-Tec Engineering, 

Inc., for analysis of CSAH 4 – Vermilion Trail Slope Stability, SP 069-604-060.—12-357 

 

State of Minnesota Work Order Under Master Partnership Contract for Special Bridge 

Inspection and Damage Assessment, Flood Event of June 19 & 20, 2012, MnDOT Agreement 

No. 92630, Work Order No. 7.—12-358 

 

St. Louis County On-Line Subscriber Agreement between the Auditor’s Office and Usset, 

Weingarden, & Liebo, PLLP, Minneapolis, MN.—12-359 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and Short Elliott Hendrickson, 

Inc., for Special Bridge Inspection and Damage Assessment Flood Event of June 19th & 20th, 

2012.—12-360 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, resolutions 

numbered 12-412 through 12-417 and 12-419 through 12-427, as submitted to this Board on 

the consent agenda, were unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER RAUKAR: 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of July 3, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-412 

 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of July 10, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-413 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota has requested to purchase the following described state 

tax forfeited land for the improvement of Trunk Highway 35: 

 

That part of Tract A described below: 

Tract A. Lots 35, 36, and 37, Block 111, West Duluth Fifth Division, according to the plat 

thereof on file and of record in the office of the County Recorder in and for St. Louis County, 

Minnesota; together with that part of the vacated avenue accruing to said Lots 36 and 37 by 

reason of the vacation thereof; which lies southeasterly of Line 1 described below and 

northerly of Line 2 described below: 

 

Line 1. Beginning at the point of intersection of a line run parallel with and distant 15 feet 

southeasterly of the northwesterly line of said Block 111 and the northeasterly line of said Lot 

35; thence southwesterly on said 15 foot parallel line to its intersection with the westerly line 

of said Block 111; thence southwesterly to the intersection of the easterly line of Block 8, 

West End Addition to Duluth and the southwesterly extension of the northwesterly line of said 

Block 111, and there terminating; 

 

Line 2. Beginning at the point of intersection of a line run parallel with and distant 65 feet 
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southeasterly of the northwesterly line of said Block 111 and its southwesterly extension and 

the northeasterly line of said Lot 35; thence southwesterly along said 65 foot parallel line to an 

intersection with the southwesterly line of said Lot 37; thence northwesterly along said 

southwesterly line and its northwesterly extension to an intersection with Line 1 described 

above and there terminating; 

 

together with all right of access, being the right of ingress to and egress from all that portion of 

the above described tract, not acquired herein, to the above described strip; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1(a), authorizes the sale of state tax forfeited land to 

an organized governmental subdivision for any public purpose for which the subdivision is 

authorized to acquire property; and 

WHEREAS, these lands have not been withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 

85.012, 92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8, and 282.018, and other statutes that require the withholding 

of state tax forfeited lands from sale; and  

WHEREAS, Lots 35 and 36, Block 111, West Duluth Fifth Division, have been classified as 

conservation land pursuant to Minnesota Stat. § 282.01; and 

WHEREAS, these parcels are located inside the boundaries of a municipality or town and 

Minn. Stat. § 282.01 provides that classification or reclassification and sale of lands situated 

within a municipality or town must be approved by the governing body of the municipality or 

town; and  

WHEREAS, the reclassification and sale of these parcels will be deemed approved if the 

County Board does not receive notice of the municipality’s or town’s disapproval of the 

reclassification and sale within 60 days of the date on which this resolution is delivered to the 

clerk; and 

WHEREAS, the Land Commissioner recommends that these parcels be reclassified as non-

conservation and offered for sale having considered, among other things, the present use of 

adjacent land; the productivity of the soil; the character of forest or other growth; the 

accessibility of lands to established roads, schools, and other public services; and the peculiar 

suitability or desirability of lands for particular uses. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

reclassification and sale of state tax forfeited land to the State of Minnesota for the appraised 

value of $965 plus the following fees: administration fee of $100, 3% assurance fee of $28.95, 

deed fee of $25, deed tax of $3.18, recording fee of $46; for a total of $1,168.13, to be 

deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the request for approval of the reclassification of Lots 35 and 

36, Block 111, West Duluth Fifth Division, shall be transmitted by the Land and Minerals 

Department to the clerk of the City of Duluth.  

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-414 

 

WHEREAS, Enbridge Energy Limited Partnership has requested a non-exclusive easement to 

use tax forfeited parcels for construction of a cathodic protection system ground bed and 

wiring for petroleum pipeline corrosion protection; and 

WHEREAS, exercising this easement will not conflict with public use of the land; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4, authorizes the County Auditor to grant easements 

for such purchases.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

County Auditor, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4, to grant a non-exclusive easement 

to Enbridge Energy Limited Partnership described as follows: 

     

An easement over, under and across all that part of the southeast quarter of the southeast 

quarter (SE 1/4 of SE 1/4) of Section Seven (7), Township Fifty (50) North, Range Nineteen 
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(19) West of the Fourth Principal Meridian lying between two lines zero (0) and twenty-five 

(25) feet southeasterly of and parallel with the following described line: 

 

Commencing at the southeast corner of said Section 7, thence North 02 degrees 29 minutes 10 

seconds East along the east line of said se 1/4 of se 1/4; thence North 87 degrees 30 minutes 

50 seconds West to the point of beginning of the line to be described; thence South 25 degrees 

44 minutes 49 seconds West, a distance of 77.44 feet; thence South 28 degrees 19 minutes 06 

seconds West, a distance of 85.86 feet; thence South 36 degrees 14 minutes 56 seconds West, 

a distance of 26.75 feet to a point hereinafter referred to as point "a" and said line there 

terminating. 

 

Together with: 

An easement over, under and across all that part of the southeast quarter of the southeast 

quarter (SE 1/4 of SE 1/4) of Section Seven (7), Township Fifty (50) North, Range Nineteen 

(19) West of the Fourth Principal Meridian lying between two lines zero (0) and fifty (50) feet 

southeasterly of and parallel with the following described line: 

 

Beginning at the aforementioned point "a", thence South 36 degrees 14 minutes 56 seconds 

West, a distance of 50.00 feet, said line there terminating. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the granting of this easement is conditioned upon payment of 

$115 land use fee, $50 administrative fee and $46 recording fee; for a total of $211, to be 

deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund).  

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-416 

 

WHEREAS, Evelina Bennett, the mother of James Bennett (deceased), has agreed that the 

contract for the purchase of state tax forfeited lands should be cancelled and agreed to 

admission of service and waiver of time to cure default to the State of Minnesota; and 

WHEREAS, the purchaser was properly served with Notice of Cancellation of Contract by 

publication for lands legally described as:  

 CITY OF MT. IRON 

 N 1/2 OF LOT 22 & ALL OF LOT 23 

 BLOCK 5, SOUTH GROVE ADDITION TO MT. IRON 

 Parcel Code: 175-0055-01035  

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §§ 282.04, Subd. 2(d), and 504B.271 authorizes the County Auditor 

to dispose of abandoned personal property; and  

WHEREAS, the previous owner(s) of the property will be notified by posting of property or by 

mail.       

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

cancellation of contract for the purchase of state tax forfeited land described above, according 

to the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 5, and Minn. Stat. § 282.40, and according to 

the procedures of Minn. Stat. § 559.21. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the County Auditor to 

dispose of abandoned personal property from the above described state tax forfeited property. 

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-417 

 

RESOLVED, that the appraisal report for sale of timber, numbered Tract 1, as submitted by 

the Land Commissioner, on file in the Office of the County Auditor, identified as County 

Board File No. 59391, is approved and the County Auditor is authorized to carry out the 

recommendation as listed in said appraisal report. 

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-419 
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RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an agreement, and any amendments 

authorized by the County Attorney, for the purchase of design services from LHB Corp., 

Duluth, MN, for the reconstruction of County Bridge 24 along County State Aid Highway 37 

(Jean Duluth Road) over the Lester River in Lakewood Township, MN, C.P. 161399.  The 

total cost of these services is $41,000, payable from Fund 225, Agency 161399, Object 

626600. 

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-420 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an agreement, and any amendments 

authorized by the County Attorney, for the purchase of design services from LHB Corp., 

Duluth, MN, for the reconstruction of County Bridge 17 along County Road 290 over the Big 

Sucker River in Duluth Township, MN, C.P. 161400.  The total cost of these services is 

$36,500, payable from Fund 225, Agency 161400, Object 626600. 

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-421 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the applications for abatements, 

correction of assessed valuations and taxes plus penalty and interest, and any additional 

accrual, identified in County Board File No. 59401. 

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-422 

 

RESOLVED, that the application for a temporary on-sale 3.2 percent malt liquor license, on 

file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County Board File No. 59425, is hereby 

approved and the County Auditor is authorized to issue the license to the applicant: 

Babbitt Lions Club, Town of Embarrass, Temporary On-Sale 3.2 Percent Malt Liquor License 

No. TB1245, for August 25 and 26, 2012. 

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-423 

 

RESOLVED, that the application for a Temporary On-Sale 3.2 Percent Malt Liquor License, 

on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County Board File No. 59452, is 

hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to issue the license to the applicant: 

Buyck Volunteer Fire Department, Town of Portage, Temporary On-Sale 3.2 Percent Malt 

Liquor License No. TB1246, for August 4, 2012.  

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-424 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to Ordinance No. 28, Section 11, Subdivision 11.06, authorization 

is hereby approved for the following applications to sell/serve outside the designated serving 

area of the county liquor license, as per applications on file in the office of the County Auditor, 

identified as County Board File No. 59385: 

Oveson Kab-Con, Inc., d/b/a Kettle Falls Hotel, Unorganized Township 70-18, August 

18, 2012; 

Oveson Kab-Con, Inc., d/b/a Kettle Falls Hotel, Unorganized Township 70-18, August 

25, 2012. 

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-425 

 

RESOLVED, that the workers’ compensation report of claims by employees for work-related 

injuries, dated July 13, 2012, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County 

Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from Fund 730, Agency 

730001. 

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-426 

 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota has available tower space at its Sax Communications 
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Facility near the City of Zim; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office is in need of communications space on the 

tower for the Allied Radio Matrix for Emergency Response (ARMER) systems. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into a ten-year agreement with the State of Minnesota for 

the county’s use of tower and shelter space at the Sax Communications Facility at no cost, 

beginning September 1, 2012, through August 31, 2022. 

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-427 

 

BY COMMISSIONER DAHLBERG: 

RESOLVED, that the appraisal reports for the sale of timber to be offered at SEALED BID 

TIMBER AUCTION, Tracts 1 through 37 (totaling $936,200.19), as submitted by the Land 

and Minerals Commissioner, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County 

Board File No. 59391, are approved and the County Auditor is authorized to carry out the 

recommendations as listed in said appraisal reports. 

Unanimously adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-418 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County Ordinance No. 28 (Liquor Ordinance), Section 4.15, requires 

all licensed establishments to pay all real and personal property taxes when due; and 

WHEREAS, ILI, LLC d/b/a Island Lake Inn, Gnesen Township, was issued Combination 

On/Off-Sale and Sunday On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor Licenses for the period of July 1, 2012, 

through June 30, 2013; and 

WHEREAS, the establishment has past due or delinquent real or personal property taxes for 

the first half of 2012; and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on July 24, 2012, to consider suspension of the 

intoxicating liquor licenses for the establishment for failure to pay real or personal property 

taxes when due. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board suspends the 

Combination On/Off-Sale License No. CMB13130 and Sunday On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor 

License No. SUN13130 issued to ILI, LLC d/b/a Island Lake Inn, Gnesen Township, effective 

July 24, 2012, at 4:30 p.m. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said licenses will remain suspended until such time as the taxes 

are paid in full or the licenses expire or are revoked. 

Unanimously adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-428 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, resolutions 

numbered 12-429 through 12-444, and 12-446 through 12-449, as submitted on a second 

consent agenda, were unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, significant rainfall on June 19 – 23 created emergency conditions involving 

flooding and related damages to private and public infrastructure; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County, through its Environmental Services Department, operates a 

network of waste collection sites including sites in the flood affected area; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County can assist residents currently challenged with responding to 

flood impacts by providing free disposal of flood damaged property. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Environmental Services Department is 

directed to waive tipping fees for flood-related waste at its Brookston Transfer Station through 

Tuesday, July 31, 2012.  

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-429 
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WHEREAS, the Land and Minerals Department’s principle long term goal is to improve the 

total stand age structure of the forest resource on the tax forfeited land base; and 

WHERAS, a Low Resolution Inventory is necessary to provide a mature tree inventory geared 

to minimal data-collection about species size, age, allowable cut, and species percent 

composition by stand; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Purchasing Division solicited bids for a three year Low 

Resolution Inventory contract for September 4, 2012, through December 25, 2015; and 

WHEREAS, Chandler Johnson submitted the low bid in the amount of $711,322 for the 

contract. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute a contract with Chandler Johnson of Fairmont, MN, in 

accordance with the specifications of Bid No. 4961-1, payable from Fund 290, Agency 

290001 (Forest Resources Fund), subject to approval by the County Attorney.    

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-430 

 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §282.04, Subd. 1(d), authorizes the County Auditor, as directed by 

the County Board, to lease state tax forfeited land to individuals, corporations or organized 

subdivisions of the state for temporary uses at such prices and under such terms as the County 

Board may prescribe; and 

WHEREAS, Proctor Independent School District No. 704 has requested to lease state tax 

forfeited land described below for the purpose of a school forest to be developed in a manner 

consistent with Minn. Stat. § 89.41 and the existing Bay View School Forest: 

 NE 1/4 OF SE 1/4 EX 1 65/100 ACRES FOR BLVD 

 SECTION 11, TOWNSHIP 49 NORTH, RANGE 15 WEST; and 

 

 SE 1/4 OF SE 1/4 LYING NWLY OF RY RT OF WAY 

 EX 3 18/100 ACRES FOR BLVD 

 SECTION 11, TOWNSHIP 49 NORTH, RANGE 15 WEST 

WHEREAS, the Land and Minerals Department has reviewed the request and recommends a 

lease fee not to exceed $250 per year for a ten year term to pay for administration costs, 

should they occur. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

County Auditor to lease state tax forfeited land described above to Proctor Independent School 

District No. 704 for a school forest under the terms and conditions described here and more 

specifically set forth in the lease agreement.  

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-431 

 

WHEREAS, the contract with Terry and Mary Johnson of Aurora, MN, for the repurchase of 

state tax forfeited land is in default for nonpayment of taxes and installments and failure to 

provide proof of insurance; and  

WHEREAS, the purchaser was properly served with Notice of Cancellation of Contract by 

civil process and has failed to cure the default for lands legally described as: 

 CITY OF VIRGINIA 

 LOT: 0019 BLOCK: 005 

 VIRGINIA/RAINY LAKE COS ADDN TO VIRGINIA        

 Parcel Code: 090-0160-00830 

 C22080333            

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §§ 282.04, Subd. 2(d), and 504B.271 authorizes the County Auditor 

to dispose of abandoned personal property; and           

WHEREAS, the previous owners of the property will be notified by posting of the property or 
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by mail.      

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

cancellation of contract for the repurchase of state tax forfeited land described above, 

according to the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 5, and Minn. Stat. § 282.40, and 

according to the procedures of Minn. Stat. § 559.21. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Auditor is authorized to dispose of abandoned 

personal property from the above described state tax forfeited property.  

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-432 

 

WHEREAS, the contract with Leslie A. Nilsson of Mt. Iron, MN, for the repurchase of state 

tax forfeited land is in default for failure to provide proof of insurance; and  

WHEREAS, the purchaser was properly served with Notice of Cancellation of Contract by 

publication and has failed to cure the default for lands legally described as: 

 CITY OF MT. IRON 

 NLY 62 FT OF LOT 10, BLOCK 7 

 MERRITTS 1ST ADDITION TO MOUNTAIN IRON       

 Parcel Code: 175-0020-00865 

 C22110021            

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §§ 282.04, Subd. 2(d), and 504B.271 authorizes the County Auditor 

to dispose of abandoned personal property; and           

WHEREAS, the previous owner of the property will be notified by posting of the property or 

by mail.      

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

cancellation of contract for the repurchase of state tax forfeited land described above, 

according to the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 5, and Minn. Stat. § 282.40, and 

according to the procedures of Minn. Stat. § 559.21. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Auditor is authorized to dispose of abandoned 

personal property from the above described state tax forfeited property.  

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-433 

 

WHEREAS, the contract with Robert Koch of Carlton, MN, for the purchase of state tax 

forfeited land is in default for nonpayment installments; and  

WHEREAS, the purchaser was properly served with Notice of Cancellation of Contract by 

publication and has failed to cure the default for lands legally described as: 

 TOWN OF FLOODWOOD 

 ALL THAT PART OR STRIP LYING N OF SAVANAH RIVER ABOUT 3 TO 4 

 AC OF SE 1/4 OF NE 1/4                                                          

 SECTION 7, TOWNSHIP 51 NORTH, RANGE 20 WEST 

 Parcel Code:  360-0010-01150       

 C22090184           

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §§ 282.04, Subd. 2(d) and 504B.271 authorizes the County Auditor 

to dispose of abandoned personal property; and          

WHEREAS, the previous owner of the property will be notified by posting of property or by 

mail.       

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

cancellation of contract for the purchase of state tax forfeited land described above, according 

to the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 5, and Minn. Stat. § 282.40, and according to 

the procedures of Minn. Stat. § 559.21. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Auditor is authorized to dispose of abandoned 

personal property from the above described state tax forfeited property.  

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-434 
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WHEREAS, pursuant to Laws of Minnesota 2011, Chapter 3, Section 31, St. Louis County 

may sell by private sale the following described state tax forfeited parcel:  

 The South 150 feet of the Northeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter 

 Section 5, Township 55 North, Range 18 West 

 Parcel Code 435-0020-01021 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the sale 

of state tax forfeited land described above to Eugene Ollila for an appraised value of $5,460, 

appraisal fee of $500, 3% assurance fee of $163.80, deed fee of $25, deed tax of $18.02, and 

recording fee of $46; for a total of $6,212.82, to be deposited in Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax 

Fund). 

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-435 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

SP 69-607-045, CP 9310 located on CSAH 7 from CSAH 101 to TH 169 in Mt. Iron, 

MN. 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, on July 12, 

2012, and KGM Contractors, Inc., Angora, MN, provided the low responsible bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above combined project to the low bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT  

KGM Contractors, Inc. 9211 Highway 53  $1,867,853.61        Angora, MN  55703 

   Angora, MN  55703  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from Fund 220, Agency 

220227, Object 652700. 

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-436 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following projects: 

MP 148960 Gravel Road Improvement Project (GRIP) South located on: 

A.) CSAH 8 from CR 965 to CSAH 5, Floodwood and Arrowhead Townships; 

B.) CR 294 (West Pioneer Road) from CSAH 48 (Lavaque Road) to CSAH 43, 

Fredenberg Township;  

C.) CR 859 (Caribou Lake Road) from CSAH 6 (Maple Grove Road) to TH 194, 

Solway Township; 

 D.) CR 890 (Rose Road) from CR 223 (Munger Shaw Road) to CR 859 (Caribou Lake 

Road), combined length 9.92 mi., Solway Township. 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, on July 12, 

2012, and the KGM Contractors, Inc., Angora, MN provided the low responsible bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the low bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT  

KGM Contractors, Inc. P.O. Box 7   $663,041.99 

   Angora, MN  55703 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from: 

Construction Funds:  Fund 200, Agency 203261, Object 652800  $367,161.19 

GRIP Funds:  Fund 200, Agency 203261, Object 652805  $295,880.80 

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-437 
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WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following combined 

project: 

MP 44-154917(low), CP 154917 located on CSAH 44 (Normanna Road) from CSAH 

34 (Howard Gnesen Road) to CSAH 37 (Jean Duluth Road), in Gnesen Township, and; 

MP 55-145550, CP 145550 located on CSAH 55 (Two Harbors-Brimson Road) from 

CSAH 44 to Lake County border in Ault Township.  

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, on July 12, 

2012 and Ulland Brothers, Inc., Cloquet, MN provided the low responsible bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above combined project to the low bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT   

Ulland Brothers, Inc.  P.O. Box 340  $514,000.00 

   Cloquet, MN  55720 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed combined project payable from: 

MP 44-154917:  Fund 200, Agency 203270, Object 652800  $253,000.00 

MP 55-145550:  Fund 200, Agency 203271, Object 652800  $261,000.00 

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-438 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

MP 409-155964, CP 155964 located on CR 409 (Rivers Road) from 950’ north of CR 

411 to 1,500’ north of CR 411 in Kugler Township. 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, on July 12, 

2012, and Hoover Construction Co., Virginia, MN, provided the low responsible bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above combined project to the lowest bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT   

Hoover Construction Co.  P.O. Box 1007  $91,890.00 

   302 S. Hoover Rd. 

   Virginia, MN  55792 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from Fund 200, Agency 

203272, Object 652800. 

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-439 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

MP 90-144630, CP 144630 located on CSAH 90 (Arlington Ave.) from Central 

Entrance to Myrtle Street in Duluth, MN. 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, on July 19, 

2012, and KTM Paving, Inc., Hermantown, Minnesota, provided the low responsible bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the low bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT  

KTM Paving, Inc.    5513 Hwy. 2  $62,937.17 

   Hermantown, MN  55810 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from Fund 200, Agency 
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203274, Object 652800. 

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-440 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

MP 116-1284, CP 1284 located on CSAH 116 (Echo Trail) from 0.6 miles north of CR 

803 to 1.0 miles north of CR 644 north of Ely, MN. 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, on July 19, 

2012, and KGM Contractors, Inc., Angora, Minnesota, provided the low responsible bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the low bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT   

KGM Contractors, Inc. 9211 Hwy. 53  $1,707,506.97 

   Angora, MN  55703 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from Fund 200, Agency 

203102, Object 652800. 

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-441 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

SAP 69-030-023(low)/SAP 69-637-020, CP 161480 located on CR 293 (North Tischer 

Road) from CSAH 10/CR 286 (Strand Road) to CSAH 43 (Zimmerman Road). 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN July 23, 2012 

and Northland Constructors  of Duluth, LLC, Duluth, Minnesota provided the low responsible 

bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above combined project to the low bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT  

Northland Constructors 4843 Rice Lake Rd.  $1,084,848.25 

of Duluth, LLC  Duluth, MN  55803 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from Fund 225, Agency 

161480, Object 652706. 

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-442 

 

WHEREAS, the Public Works and Planning and Community Development Departments 

budgeted for an overall study of county maintenance facilities in the Fourth Maintenance 

District, as well as economic development analysis for potential redevelopment of vacant or 

underused sites in the district; and  

WHEREAS, Oertel Architects, Ltd., St. Paul, Minnesota, is qualified to provide these 

services. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute the professional service agreement and any 

amendments approved by the County Attorney’s Office with Oertel Architects, Ltd., St. Paul, 

Minnesota, in the amount of $76,004 for the Public Works Fourth Maintenance District 

facilities study, payable as follows:  $51,004 payable from Fund 405, Agency 405055, Object 

629900, and $25,000 payable from Economic Development Funds, Fund 178, Object 311200. 

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-443 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Jail in Duluth was constructed in 1995 and still has the 
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original roof; and  

WHEREAS, the roof is experiencing water infiltration and has reached the end of its life 

cycle; and  

WHEREAS, St. Louis County Purchasing solicited bids for project construction services for 

the roof replacement, and Thelen Heating and Roofing, Inc., of Brainerd, Minnesota, supplied 

the low qualified bid in an amount of $434,000. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into an agreement with Thelen Heating and Roofing, Inc., 

Brainerd, Minnesota, in an amount of $434,000 for the Duluth Jail roof replacement project, 

payable from Fund 402, Agency 402005, Depreciation. 

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-444 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County owns three cemetery sites on the Public Safety Campus, 

historically known as the St. Louis County Poor Farm and Almshouse, and later as the Cook 

Poor Farm, the Cook Home, and Chris Jensen Health & Rehabilitation Center; and 

WHEREAS, the cemeteries (labeled pauper cemeteries) were used from 1891-1947 to bury 

Almshouse residents and county residents without means for other burial options; and 

WHEREAS, in 2002 Property Management conducted an investigation with the University of 

Minnesota Duluth Library Archives staff, a licensed surveyor, and the Minnesota Historical 

Society to identify the exact cemetery locations (boundaries), and identify those people buried 

at Greenwood and its ancillary cemeteries, and determined there are approximately 5,000 

unmarked graves and others with numbered concrete plugs; and  

WHEREAS, the list of burials was found to be very inaccurate, and a subsequent 2010 to 

2012 investigation confirmed the inaccuracy of the burial records, causing continual confusion 

over the number of burials, the identifying numbers assigned to the grave sites, duplicate grave 

numbers, unmarked graves, and burials of unnamed individuals. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board designates the 

Greenwood Cemetery and its ancillary cemeteries as “Inactive and Historical,” and prohibits 

future upright or in ground grave marking at these sites.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Property Management Department will permanently house 

the accurate list of known names and boundary maps of the cemetery sites, and will also make 

this information available at the Public Safety Campus, the St. Louis County Courthouse in 

Duluth, and the information will also be linked to the county web page and the Duluth Public 

Library’s web page.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that Property Management will ensure there is a permanent 

receptacle/container for flowers and other memorial offerings located at the Greenwood 

Cemetery monument. 

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-446 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County does not presently offer an optional long term disability and 

income replacement insurance for employees to purchase; and 

WHEREAS, the Human Resources Department and the Purchasing Division requested long 

term disability insurance proposals in April 2012 to evaluate carrier alternatives; and 

WHEREAS, eleven competitive proposals were submitted and considered for the optional 

long term disability coverage; and 

WHEREAS, a selection committee was established and recommended that the proposal 

submitted by National Insurance Services on behalf of Madison National Life offered the best 

overall value. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute an agreement for professional services and authorizes 

employee payroll deductions for optional long term disability coverage through National 



PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

243 

 

 

 

Insurance Services. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Board approves the schedule of fixed premium rates 

through December 31, 2014. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that a special open-enrollment period will be conducted from 

September 4 – September 28, 2012, with an October 1, 2012, effective date and a second open 

enrollment during the November 2012 with an effective date of January 1, 2013. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that enrollment will be offered during the month of November of 

each year for the following plan year, subject to application approval, starting in November 

2013. 

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-447 

 

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 09-500, dated November 3, 2009, St. Louis County provided 

Lake County with a  $20,000 loan to assist in that county’s fiber optic broadband internet 

service initiative; and  

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 627, dated November 22, 2011, St. Louis County agreed to 

allow Lake County to use up to the $20,000 owed to St. Louis County for the purpose of 

providing a local match for the Cloquet Valley Internet Initiative. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that should Lake County transfer the $20,000 or 

any part thereof to the Cloquet Valley Internet Initiative, Lake County shall be relieved of any 

obligation to repay that amount to St. Louis County. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that should additional funding become available to the Cloquet 

Valley Internet Initiative and/or its partners for development of a broadband network in the 

region represented by the Cloquet Valley Internet Initiative, the $20,000 loan transferred from 

Lake County to the Cloquet Valley Initiative shall be repaid to St. Louis County by the Cloquet 

Valley Internet Initiative. 

Adopted July 24, 2012.  No. 12-448 

 

RESOLVED, that the arbitration award for the 2010/2011 Assistant County Attorney’s Unit is 

ratified and the appropriate county officials are authorized to execute the Bargaining Unit 

Agreement, a copy of which is on file in County Board File No. 59493.  

Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 12-449 

 

BY COMMISSIONER RAUKAR: 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County makes extensive use of aerial photography for business 

operations using Geographical Information Systems (GIS); and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County is in need of an updated high resolution aerial photography 

product to assist with business operations; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has identified Pictometry International Corporation as a sole 

provider of an applicable oblique and orthogonal air photography product and related 

technologies. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes a 

contract with Pictometry International Corporation, Rochester, New York, for 2013 oblique 

and orthogonal aerial photography and related technologies, in an amount of $392,006.00 plus 

$26,950.41 in sales tax for the first capture of photos and the option for a second capture of 

photos in three years. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the purchase shall be made from the Planning/GIS Fund 100, 

Agency 109003, and that $418,956.41 be transferred from the Recorder’s 

equipment/technology fund balance 100-311014 to Technology Fund, Fund 100, Agency 

121002, and then transferred to Planning/GIS, Fund 100, Agency 109003.  

Yeas – Commissioners Jewell, O’Neil, Sweeney, and Raukar – 4 

Nays – Commissioners Dahlberg, Forsman, and Chair Nelson – 3 
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Adopted July 24, 2012. No. 445 

 

At 3:00 p.m., July 24, 2012, Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, 

moved to adjourn; seven yeas, zero nays.  

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 



   

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

 

OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 

AUGUST, 2012 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON AUGUST 7, 2012 
 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 7th day 

of August, 2012, at 9:34 a.m., in the County Board Room, Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, 

with the following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris 

Dahlberg, Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson - 7.  Absent:  

None. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who protect and serve our 

communities and those who protect our freedom, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Dahlberg recognized County Attorney Gary Bjorklund for a Customer Service 

Recognition Award.  Commissioner Dahlberg stated that Attorney Bjorklund demonstrated 

“quiet leadership” and that he was a humble man who represented the people who no longer 

had a voice.  Attorney Bjorklund state that he was very overwhelmed and gave credit for his 

successes to all of the agencies and people who had helped him throughout his career.  

 

Sheriff Ross Litman recognized Steve Mostad, supervisor with the St. Louis County Public 

Works Department, with a Lifesaver Award.  Mr. Mostad had aided a lone female driver in an 

upside down vehicle near Chisholm, MN.  Mr. Mostad waded into the water-filled ditch and 

assisted her in getting out of the vehicle.  Mr. Mostad then kept the victim calm until medical 

assistance arrived.  Sheriff Litman also recognized Sergeant Mark Gunderson and Ronald 

Bodell with a Lifesaver Award for their efforts in the lifesaving event of Robert Bodell.  

Ronald Bodell found his father, Robert Bodell, non-coherent and that he had stopped 

breathing, so he began performing CPR.  Sergeant Gunderson arrived shortly after Ronald 

Bodell had contacted 911 and upon his arrival, took over performing chest compressions until 

members of the Hermantown Volunteer Fire Department First Responders arrived.  Robert 

Bodell was revived and was successfully transported to the Essentia Emergency Room.        

 

Commissioner Nelson recognized Patricia Stolee, Clerk of the County Board, with a Customer 

Service Recognition Award.  Commissioner Nelson stated that Patricia Stolee would be 

leaving the County and wanted to honor her for all of her hard work.  Auditor Dicklich 

recognized Patricia Stolee for her hard work and that he had been impressed with how quickly 

she learned the position after the retirement of the former clerk.  Auditor Dicklich recognized 

Patricia’s excellent preparation during the past electoral recounts and that she was very well 

liked by her staff.  Commissioner O’Neil recognized Patricia as being a great guide for the 

Board and that she was always civil and calm. 

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to persons who wanted to address the Board concerning 

issues not on the agenda and Mr. Clyde Nelson chose to do so.  Mr. Nelson, on behalf of 

Lakewood Township, asked for an explanation and more information about the County’s 
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personal trainer program.  Commissioner Nelson directed Mr. Nelson to talk with Deputy 

Administrator Gary Eckenberg to receive further information.    

 

Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Forsman moved to approve the consent 

agenda.  The consent agenda was then approved; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Jewell, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, moved to approve a time 

sensitive closed session for labor negotiation purposes.  The motion passed; seven yeas, zero 

nays. Resolution No. 12-455. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to approve a 

professional services agreement with the City of Duluth for a Shared Grand Coordinator 

position. Administrator Gray said the shared position with the City of Duluth has been 

successful and the grant writer has been a tremendous asset to the County. Commissioner 

Sweeney stated the amount of money brought into the County through grants has proven that 

the shared position has had a great return on investment. Commissioner O’Neil thanked 

Suzanne Campbell, the shared grant coordinator, and all of the staff that work on these grants. 

 Commissioner Nelson asked Sheriff Litman if the City of Duluth was also putting additional 

funding into the position. Sheriff Litman said that the funding increase was split 50/50 with 

the City of Duluth and that the current contract had expired. Commissioner Jewell asked 

Sheriff Litman the reason for the position being shared with the City of Duluth. Sheriff Litman 

said the basis for the joint position is so that the County does not need to dedicate a single full-

time employee and that there is wisdom and efficiency in sharing with the City of Duluth.  

Commissioner Raukar asked Sheriff Litman if there are any management and administration 

costs covered by these grants to help pay for the County’s financial responsibility for this 

position. Sheriff Litman stated he believed the administrative costs were covered by the grant 

but further research would be needed. After further discussion, the motion passed; seven yeas, 

zero nays. Resolution No. 12-456. 

 

The following board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

Board meeting: 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Gottschald, Human Resources Director, 

submitting Board Letter No. 12-311, Assistant County Attorney Unit Bargaining Agreement – 

2010/2011.—59493 

  

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting Board 

Letter No. 12-294, Public Hearing for Suspension/Revocation of Liquor Licenses for Property 

Tax Non-Payment.—59494 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, Robert Krepps, Land and Minerals Commissioner, and 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting Board Letter No. 12-297, State Tax Forfeited 

Land Use Lease – Proctor Independent School District No. 704.—59495 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Robert Krepps, Land and Minerals Commissioner, 

submitting Board Letter No. 12-300, Private Sale of State Tax Forfeited Land – Ollila.—

59496 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Gottschald, Human Resources Director, 

submitting Board Letter No. 12-309, Optional Long Term Disability Coverage through 

National Insurance Services.—59497 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract No. 14964 between the St. Louis 
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County Board of Commissioners and Ramona K. Diehl d/b/a Fine Lakes Adult Foster Care.—

12-361 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract No. 14786B between 

the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Cherish, Inc. [No County dollars 

expended.—12-362 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51057 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Golden Horizons – Tower.—12-363 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51034 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and FACES North.—12-364 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51096 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Keystone Bluffs.—12-365 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51054 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Gross (Barbara) Adult Foster Home.—12-366 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 50999 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Lakeside Manor.—12-367 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51059 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and New Life Horizons.—12-368 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51045 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Lee Foster Care – White House.—12-369 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51044 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Lee Foster Care – Lakeside.—12-370 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51043 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Lee Foster Care – HND.—12-371 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51112 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Northland AFC, Inc. (Almac).—12-372 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51113 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Northland AFC, Inc. (Arrowhead).—12-373 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51114 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Northland AFC, Inc. (Decker).—12-374 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51115 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Northland AFC, Inc. (East).—12-375 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51116 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Northland AFC, Inc. (Midway).—12-376 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51117 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Northland AFC, Inc. (Proctor).—12-377 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51118 between the St. Louis County Board 
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of Commissioners and Northland AFC, Inc. (Saginaw).—12-378 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51119 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Northland AFC, Inc. (Solway).—12-379 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51120 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Northland AFC, Inc. (Springvale).—12-380 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51121 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Northland AFC, Inc. (Ugstad).—12-381 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51122 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Northland AFC, Inc. (West).—12-382 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51123 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Northland AFC, Inc. (Woodbridge).—12-383 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51006 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and A & E Homes, Inc.—12-384 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51065 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Ramona K. Diehl.—12-385 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51055 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Golden Oaks Proctor.—12-386 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51056 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Golden Oaks.—12-387 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51046 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Bluewater – Arlington Avenue.-12-388 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51047 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Bluewater – East Superior Street.—12-389 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51048 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Bluewater – High Street Apt. A.—12-390 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51049 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Bluewater – High Street Apt. B.—12-391 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51050 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Bluewater – Lakewood Road.—12-392 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51051 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Bluewater – Vermillion Road.—12-393 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51052 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Bluewater – Woodland Avenue.—12-394 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51102 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Kiminki Homes, Inc. (House #2).—12-395 
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Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51103 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Kiminki Homes, Inc. (House #3).—12-396 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51104 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Kiminki Homes, Inc. (House #5).—12-397 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51105 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Kiminki Homes, Inc. (House #4).—12-398 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51106 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Larry and Jodie Rudd.—12-399 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51107 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Larry and Jodie Rudd.—12-400 

 

Grant Agreement No. 20965 between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and the 

City of Duluth for Minnesota Innovation Fund 2012 Transportation.—12-401 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Eutectics 

Consulting, LLC, for exploration of financing options for the Duluth Government Services 

Center (GSC) Upgrades and Remodeling Project.—12-402 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51039 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Janis Arola.—12-403 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51037 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Shannon Martin.—12-404 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 50999 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Arleen and Jeff Zapp.—12-405 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51010 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Maria Allen.—12-406 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51005 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Nancy Hintz.—12-407 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51008 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Kathy Brevik and Louis Brevik.—12-408 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51011 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Donald Olesiak and Maeve Olesiak.—12-409 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51081 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Joseph and Holly Macor (Comfort Living AFC Homes).—12-410 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51068 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Roxanne McMillen and Jeffrey McMillen.—12-411 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51038 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Lakeview Residence.—12-412 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51078 between the St. Louis County Board 
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of Commissioners and Makalu, Inc.—12-413 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51094 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Positive Outreach Services.—12-414 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51058 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and New San Marco – Portage Wing.—12-415 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51088 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Diamond Willow Wacoutah Suites.—12-416 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51095 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Diamond Willow Leonidas Suites.—12-417 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51093 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Diamond Willow – 923/Lake Superior Cottage.—12-418 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51092 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Diamond Willow - 921/Traditions Cottage.—12-419 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51091 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Diamond Willow – 919/World Traveler Cottage.—12-420 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51090 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Diamond Willow – 915.—12-421 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51089 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Diamond Willow – 913.—12-422 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51060 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Teen Challenge Duluth Campus.—12-423 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51032 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Susan Scufsa.—12-424 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51007 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Mary Atwood.—12-425 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51061 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Donelda Cataldo.—12-426 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51064 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Dallmann Foster Home. —12-427 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51062 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Ruth Polling.—12-428 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51077 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Michael and Heidi Cooney.—12-429 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51101 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Shane Clemens Adult Foster Home. —12-430 
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Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51074 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Autio Homes.—12-431 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51000 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and William Onnen and Jacqueline Onnen.—12-432 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51067 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Claudette Lentz.—12-433 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51080 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Peggy Johnson and Jack Johnson (Alternatives in Motion).—12-434 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51132 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Kathy Jo Carlson.—12-435 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51108 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Barbara Bernsdorf (Norman Adult Foster Care).—12-436 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and Gale-Tec Engineering, 

Inc., for Geotechnical Evaluation on Highland Street (CSAH 89) over Bridge 812 located in 

the city of Duluth, WO 160796.—12-437 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement between St. Louis County and Arrowhead Economic 

Opportunity Agency to administer the Subsurface Septic Treatment System Abatement 

Program for the period July 1, 2012, through June 30, 2013.—12-438 

 

Agreement between Pictometry International Corporation and St. Louis County for High 

Resolution Aerial Imagery.—12-439 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between Arrowhead Regional Corrections and Foster, 

Jacobs & Johnson, Inc., for Northeast Regional Corrections Center Boiler and HVAC 

Replacement Project – Phase I.—12-440 

 

Professional Service Agreement between St. Louis County and Duluth Institute for 

Psychological Health, Contract No. 30138, for Forensic Psychological Services.—12-441 

 

Guaranty by the Duluth Economic Development Authority, the Duluth Airport Authority, the 

County of St. Louis, Upper Minnesota Properties Development, Inc., a subsidiary of ALLETE, 

Inc., and Northland Foundation, to the City of Duluth, Minnesota.—12-442 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and Angie VanDeHey for 

training and implementation services for the Northeast Minnesota Enforcement Safety 

Information System (NEMESIS) system for the period July 1, 2012, through June 30, 2013.—

12-443 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and Patrick Valentini, 

Attorney at Law, to provide representation for parents in Children in Need of Protective 

Services (CHIPS), Termination of Parental Rights (TPR), or long term foster care placement 

matters (LTFC) for the period August 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012.—12-444 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and LHB Corporation for 

bridge design of County Bridge 491 located on CSAH 97 over Embarrass River in Biwabik 

Township, CP 9589, SAP 069-697-005.—12-445 
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Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and Fahrner 

Asphalt Sealers, LLC, for Crack Sealing (North) MP 158129.—12-446 

 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and AAA 

Striping Service Co. for Edgeline Rumble Strips and Edgeline Striping, SP 88-070-016, CP 

92761, Mn Proj. No. HSIP 8812(212).—12-447 

 

State of Minnesota Department of Transportation and St. Louis County Detour Agreement for 

Trunk Highway No. 1 Detour, SP 3801-18.—12-448 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Forsman, resolutions 

numbered 12-450 through 12-454, as submitted to this Board on the consent agenda, were 

unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER O’NEIL: 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of July 24, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted August 7, 2012.  No. 12-450 

 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Special Board of Appeal 

and Equalization for Assessment Year 2012 Payable 2013 meeting of June 19, 2012, are 

hereby approved. 

Adopted August 7, 2012. No. 12-451 

 

RESOLVED, that the recommendations of the Finance Committee for payment of claims and 

bills against the County of St. Louis, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59440, are hereby approved and the County Auditor shall issue checks 

in the following amounts: 

JUNE 2012 

100  General Fund  $5,839,256.70 

149 Personnel Service Fund 374.88 

150  Sheriff's Nemesis Fund Group  4,622.55 

159 Attorney-CS-Mod Filing Fee 4,507.99 

160 MN Trail Assistance 37,195.25 

167 Attorney’s Forfeitures 1,592.44 

168 Sheriff’s State Forfeitures 560.84 

169 Attorney Trust Accounts-VW 305.00 

170 Boundary Waters-Forfeiture 5,354.61 

171 Controlled Substances 14,673.10 

173 Emergency Shelter Grant 63,269.86 

179 Enhanced 9-1-1 36,548.91 

180  Law Library  4,595.88 

183 City/County Communications   315.26 

184  Extension Service   38,250.11 

200  Public Works 3,178,231.26 

210 Road Maint – Unorg Townships 113.86 

220  State Road Aid  1,626,154.02 

230  Public Health & Human Services  6,422,069.19 

240  Forfeited Tax  367,077.86 

260  CDBG Grant  201,519.44 

261 CDBG Program Income 2,945.51 

270  Home Grant    16,940.43 
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290 Forest Resources 137,890.29 

309 Capital Improve Bonds 2004A 157,118.75 

311 Capital Improve Bonds 2005A 76,965.00 

312 Law Enforce Refund Bonds 2005B 11,750.00 

313 Cap Imp Cross Ref Bonds 2006A 108,656.25 

315 Capital Equipment Notes 2008A 26,512.50 

316 Capital Improve Bonds 2008B 209,955.00 

317 Capital Improve BAB Bond 2010A 101,247.50 

400 County Facilities 7,832.00 

402 Depreciation Reserve Fund 30,955.63 

405 Public Works Building Const 7,864.17 

439 2010A Capital Improvement Bond      487,803.21 

600  Environmental Services  627,048.51 

616  On-Site Waste Water Division   36,316.77 

715  County Garage  89,482.57 

720  Property Casualty Liability   11,480.34 

730  Workers Compensation  273,252.77 

770 Retired Employees Health Ins  1,253.84 

900  State of Minnesota  4,048,948.22 

902  Courts  246,785.08 

907 Special Taxes 52,573.54 

908 Cities and Towns Taxes 19,716,290.00 

909  Tax Refunds    127,215.05 

910 School Districts Taxes 11,777,530.00 

911 Taxes and Penalties 227.22 

925  Arrowhead Regional Corrections  1,585,089.98 

955  Community Health Board  136,048.83 

985  Collective Local Collaborative    185,393.10 

989  Regional Railroad Authority  246,728.37 

990 Northern Cities Land Use 1,775.07 

994 Sheriff Forfeits/Evidence 20.20 

998  MPL-DUL Train Alliance              42,522.17 

  $58,437,006.88 

Adopted August 7, 2012. No. 12-452 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 51, the application for license 

to sell tobacco products at retail, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59392, is hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to 

issue the license as follows: 

Family Dollar, Inc., d/b/a Family Dollar #7780, City of Aurora, Tobacco Products 

License No. T12270, new. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells their licensed business, the County 

Board, at its discretion, may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new owner, but 

without pro-rated refund to the license holder. 

Adopted August 7, 2012. No. 12-453 

 

RESOLVED, that the workers’ compensation report of claims by employees for work-related 

injuries, dated July 27, 2012, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County 

Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from Fund 730, Agency 

730001. 

Adopted August 7, 2012. No. 12-454 

 

BY COMMISSIONER JEWELL: 
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WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes, Section 13D.03, allows meetings of the governing body of a 

public employer to be closed to consider strategy for labor negotiations; and 

WHEREAS, the County Labor Relations Negotiator has requested to meet with the County 

Board in a closed session of the Committee of the Whole to discuss labor negotiations for a 

particular issue on August 7, 2012, at 11:00 a.m. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

will recess in a closed meeting of the Committee of the Whole at 11:00 a.m. on August 7, 

2012, in the Board Conference Room, St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, for 

the purpose of discussing labor negotiation strategy in accord with Minnesota Statutes, Section 

13D.03. 

Unanimously adopted August 7, 2012. No. 12-455 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Sheriff and Duluth Police Chief have successfully used the 

services of a shared Grant Coordinator as a cost-effective means to research, apply for, and 

manage public safety grants; and 

WHEREAS, the Sheriff and Duluth Police Chief would like to renew the Professional 

Services Agreement for the Grant Coordinator for the term of January 1, 2012, to December 

31, 2012. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes 

renewal of the Professional Services Agreement for the shared Duluth Police/Sheriff’s Office 

Grant Coordinator position for the term January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012, with 

funding for the county’s portion in the amount of $34,587.50 to be accounted for in Fund 100, 

Agency 129003, Object 629900. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to sign any associated contract documents. 

Unanimously adopted August 7, 2012. No. 12-456 

 

At 10:25 a.m., August 7, 2012, Commissioner Jewell, supported by Commissioner Sweeney 

moved to adjourn; seven yeas, zero nays.  

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON AUGUST 14, 2012 

    

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 14th day 

of August, 2012, at 9:32 a.m., in the Mesabi Station, 111 Station 44 Road, Eveleth, 

Minnesota, with the following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, 

Chris Dahlberg, Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson - 7.  

Absent:  None. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who protect and serve our 

communities and those who protect our freedoms, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Raukar introduced Bob Manseling, Executive Director of the Mesabi Station 

facility. Director Manseling said that the station was possible through joint efforts from 

various funding sources.  The Mesabi Trail covers over 110 miles and hosts 150,000 plus 

users per year.  He thanked the County Board and County staff for all of their help and support 

with various projects over the years. 

 

Chair Nelson recognized Information Specialist Nancy Shusterich from the County Auditor’s 

Office – Virginia, for a Customer Service Recognition Award.  Chair Nelson said Ms. 

Shusterich exemplifies customer service and asked County Auditor Donald Dicklich and 

Environmental Services Director Ted Troolin to address the Board about Ms. Shusterich.  

Auditor Dicklich provided a brief history of Nancy’s thirty-five years of service to St. Louis 

County and thanked her for all of her hard work and excellent customer service.  Director 

Troolin stated that Nancy was a joy to work with, has a positive attitude and is terrific with 

customers.  Chair Nelson shared a story of working with Nancy to help solve an issue for a 

constituent of St. Louis County.  Ms. Shusterich said it has been an honor to work for the 

County and was thankful for the opportunity.    

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to persons who wanted to address the Board concerning 

issues not on the agenda and no one chose to do so.   

 

Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to approve the consent 

agenda; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

At 9:57 a.m., the County Board recessed to Committee of the Whole in order to move Public 

Works projects forward quickly.  The Board will reconvene at the conclusion of the 

Committee of the Whole meeting. 

 

At 11:40 a.m., the County Board reconvened to address items passed forward on the 

Committee of the Whole agenda. The items found on the Committee of the Whole consent 

agenda and regular agenda became part of the consent agenda for the County Board meeting 

with the exception of item #4 under Public Safety & Corrections Committee regarding a 

contract with Dakota County and CourtView Justice Solutions, Inc.  Item #4 was pulled from 

the consent agenda and became part of the regular agenda.   

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to approve the second 

consent agenda; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to authorize a contract 

with Dakota County for Criminal Justice Information Integration Network (CJIIN) and 
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CourtView Justice Solutions, Inc., for integration services and establishment of the CJIIN 

system in the Sheriff’s office. Commissioner Sweeney asked Under-sheriff Dave Phillips to 

address the Board on this contract.  Under-sheriff Phillips said the contract would make 

information and report sharing easier and it would allow deputies to self- populate forms 

through their CAD system and send them directly into their SHIELD system.  This ability 

would reduce errors, increases quality control, and allows staff more time to review records.  

Officers designed the system, so it is very easy to use and extremely functional.  Under-sheriff 

Phillips said the interfaces would be built with this product to allow other entities to join the 

network in the future for a minimal fee.  Commissioner Sweeney said the new technology 

would help speed up possible rescues and provide additional information faster than what is 

currently available.  Passed seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-471. 

 

The following Board and contract files were established as a result of documents received at 

this Board meeting: 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, Robert Krepps, Land and Minerals Commissioner, and 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting Board Letter No. 12-315, Adjoining Owner 

Sales.—59499 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Ann Busche, Public Health & Human Services 

Director, submitting Board Letter No. 12-313, Amend Carlton-Cook-Lake-St. Louis 

Community Health Board (CHB) Joint Powers Agreement.—59500 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Foldesi, Public Works Director/Highway 

Engineer, submitting Board Letter No. 12-316, Request for 2012 State Aid Advance.—59501 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, Tony Mancuso, Property Management Director, and 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting Board Letter No. 12-319, Exchange of Non-

Conforming Fee Land for Highway Right of Way – McDavitt Township.—59502 

 

County-State Aid Highway (CSAH) Project Contract between the County of St. Louis and 

Ulland Brothers, Inc., Cloquet, MN, for culvert replacement and plant mixed bituminous 

patches, MP 44-154917(low); MP 55-145550.—12-449 

 

County-State Aid Highway Project Contract between the County of St. Louis and Hoover 

Construction Co., Virginia, MN, for common and rock excavation and hauling to designated 

site on County Road (CR) 409 in Kugler Township, MP 409-155964.—12-450 

 

County-State Aid Highway Project Contract between the County of St. Louis and KGM 

Contractors, Inc., Angora, MN, for road realignment and Bridge No. 69J85 over McNiven 

Creek on CSAH 66 near Buhl, MN, SAP 69-666-006, CP 97040.—12-451 

 

County-State Aid Highway Project Contract between the County of St. Louis and KGM 

Contractors, Inc., Angora, MN, for grading aggregate base, bituminous surfacing, and culverts 

on Stuntz Bay Access Road in Breitung Township (SAP 69-600-040 low, CP 111484); and 

grading and aggregate base on Frith Drive in Breitung Township (SAP 69-600-042, CP 

121195).—12-452 

 

Addendum to Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14924A, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Duluth Bethel Society d/b/a Bethel Work Release 

increasing the contract maximum by an additional $1,000.—12-453 

 

Agreement between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Council 5, AFSCME 
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representing the Assistant County Attorneys Unit 2010/2011.—12-454 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, resolutions 

numbered 12-457 through 12-467, as submitted to this Board on the consent agenda, were 

unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER O’NEIL: 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County purchases Day Training & Habilitation and Semi-Independent 

Living Services for residents with developmental disabilities (mental retardation and/or related 

conditions); and  

WHEREAS, the Public Health and Human Services Department has agreements with the Day 

Training & Habilitation providers and Semi-Independent Living Service providers listed 

below, and wishes to renew the agreements for fiscal year ending June 30, 2013.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute amendments to extend the term of purchase of service 

agreements for an additional year with no change in rates for Day Training & Habilitation 

Services and Semi-Independent Living Services with current providers as listed below: 

1)  Day Training & Habilitation Service providers (as listed below) to be paid from: 

  Fund:  230, Agency:  232006, Object:  604800 

2) Semi-Independent Living Service providers (as listed below) to be paid from: 

  Fund:  230, Agency:  232006, Object:  605200 

at the following rates (reflecting no increase or decrease) for the period July 1, 2012, through 

June 30, 2013: 

 

DAY TRAINING & HABILITATION 

 

 

 

Program Name 

 

 

Full Day 

Program 

 

Partial 

Day 

Program 

 

Round 

Trip Daily 

Transport. 

Full Day 

Program   

     & 

Transport. 

Access to Employment Too, Inc. $  85.19 $ 63.89   $  7.44  $  92.63 

CHOICE, Unlimited – CHOICE $  72.66 $ 54.49   $  8.02  $  80.68 

CHOICE, Unlimited – OPTIONS $101.28 $ 75.96   $10.69  $111.97 

East Range DAC $  64.32 $ 48.24   $11.47  $  75.79 

Floodwood Services & Training, Inc. $  64.88 $ 48.66   $  5.71  $  70.59 

MSOCS Duluth – Airpark Products & 

          Services 

$117.52 $ 88.14   $  9.73  $127.25 

MSOCS Duluth – Lincoln Park Life 

Skills  

$  90.55 $ 67.91   $13.55  $104.10 

MSOCS Range Area Vocational 

Supports 

$116.35 $ 87.26   $16.48  $132.83 

Range Center, Inc. $  83.67 $ 62.75   $  6.02  $  89.69 

UDAC, Inc. $  63.27 $ 47.45   $  9.80  $  73.07 

 

 Level Hourly Rate* 

Pinewood, Inc. –  Duluth   A 

  B 

  C 

  D 

   $28.16 

   $13.80 

   $10.84 

   $  9.68 

* Pinewood, Inc.-Duluth was formerly a Rule 75 pilot program and is allowed to have hourly 

rates. 
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SEMI-INDEPENDENT LIVING SERVICES (SILS) 

       Per Hour 

Duluth Regional Care Center     $26.05 

HOMES, Inc. - Hibbing     $26.05 

HOMES, Inc. - Virginia     $26.05 

Trillium Services, Inc.      $26.05 

Adopted August 14, 2012. No. 12-457 

 

WHEREAS, the Carlton-Cook-Lake-St. Louis Community Health Board (CHB) was 

established through a Joint Powers Agreement in 1977 and amended in December 1990; and  

WHEREAS, the Community Health Board adds value to the region and to local public health 

departments by working collaboratively to prevent illness and injury, and to protect and 

promote the public's health at the individual, community and system levels; and  

WHEREAS, with input from a subcommittee of internal and external representatives, the 

CHB recently adopted amendments to the language of the Joint Powers Agreement.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to sign the amended Joint Powers Agreement with Carlton, Cook, 

and Lake counties for a Community Health Board. 

Adopted August 14, 2012. No. 12-458 

 

WHEREAS, the Land and Minerals Department has initiated an effort to curb the devastation 

of deer and rabbit browse on its one to five year old plantations through a Budcapping 

Application to tree seedlings; and 

WHEREAS, the Land and Minerals Department has identified 2,317 acres for treatment in 

2012; and 

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Division solicited bids for Budcapping Application on state tax 

forfeited lands for the year of 2012; and 

WHEREAS, Star Forestry of Bemidji, MN, submitted the low bid of $74,839.10 on nineteen 

tracts. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute a contract with Star Forestry of Bemidji, MN, for 

$74,839.10 for Budcapping Application on state tax forfeited lands during the Fall of 2012, in 

accordance with the specifications of Bid No. 5040, payable from Fund 290, Agency 29001, 

subject to approval by the County Attorney.  

Adopted August 14, 2012. No. 12-459 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County desires to offer for sale certain parcels of tax forfeited land; and 

WHEREAS, the parcels are not withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. 

§§ 85.012, 92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8, and 282.018, and other statutes that require the 

withholding of state tax forfeited lands from sale; and 

WHEREAS, the parcels of land cannot be improved because they are less than the minimum 

size, shape, frontage and/or access required by the applicable zoning ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the County Auditor has determined that a non-public sale to adjacent property 

owners will encourage the return of the lands to the tax rolls; and  

WHEREAS, the parcels of land have been classified as non-conservation land pursuant to 

Minn. Stat. § 282.01.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the sale 

of the parcels described in County Board File No. 59499, and the County Auditor is 

authorized to offer the parcels at private sale to the adjacent property owners to encourage 

return of the parcel to the tax rolls. Funds from the sales are to be deposited into Fund 240 

(Forfeited Tax Fund). 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Land Commissioner shall give at least 30 days’ notice of its 

sales to all adjoining owners. 
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Adopted August 14, 2012. No. 12-460 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County is implementing County State Aid Construction Projects in 

2012 which require State Aid funds in excess of those available in its State Aid Regular 

Construction Account; and 

WHEREAS, the county is prepared to proceed with the construction of these projects through 

the use of an advance from the County State Aid Construction Fund to supplement the 

available funds in its State Aid Regular/Municipal Construction Account; and 

WHEREAS, the advance is based on the following determination of estimated expenditures: 

 Project No. SP 69-607-045    $   370,000.00 

 Project No. SAP 69-607-047    $1,000,000.00 

 Project No. SAP 69-616-048    $1,410,000.00 

 Project No. SP 69-621-030    $   650,000.00 

 Project No. SAP 69-666-006    $   570,000.00 

 Total 2012 Advance Amount:    $4,000,000.00 

WHEREAS, repayment of the funds advanced will be made in accordance with the provisions 

of Minn. Stat. § 162.08, Subd. 5 & 7, and Minnesota Rules, Chapter 8820; and  

WHEREAS, the county acknowledges advance funds are released on a first-come-first-serve 

basis, and this resolution does not guarantee the availability of funds. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commissioner of Transportation is hereby 

requested to approve this advance for financing approved County State Aid Highway Projects 

of the County of St. Louis in an amount up to $4,000,000 in accordance with Minnesota Rules 

8820.1500, Subp. 9.  St. Louis County authorizes repayments from subsequent accruals to the 

Regular State Aid Construction Account of St. Louis County with repayment from the 2013 

year allocation until fully repaid. 

Adopted August 14, 2012. No. 12-461 

 

WHEREAS, on June 19-20, 2012, a flood event occurred causing significant damage to 

county roads within the Fond du Lac Reservation in St. Louis County; and 

WHEREAS, the Emergency Relief of Federally Owned Roads (ERFO) program, which is 

administered by the Federal Lands Highway program, provides funding for tribal roads and 

non-tribal roads located within the boundaries of the Reservation; and 

WHEREAS, Title 23, United States Codes (U.S.C.), HIGHWAYS, Section 308, authorizes 

the Band to enter into cooperative agreements with other government agencies for the 

authorized engineering or other services in connection with the survey, construction, or 

improvements of roads, and reimbursement of such services; and 

WHEREAS, an approved agreement between St. Louis County and the Fond du Lac Band of 

Lake Superior Chippewa is required to be eligible for application to the ERFO program. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into a Cooperative Agreement, and any amendments 

approved by the County Attorney with the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 

outlining responsibilities of both St. Louis County and the Fond du Lac Band, for application 

to the ERFO program. Reimbursed funds from the ERFO program will be receipted into Fund 

225, Agency 225001, Object 540708.  

Adopted August 14, 2012. No. 12-462 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the applications for abatements, 

correction of assessed valuations and taxes plus penalty and interest, and any additional 

accrual, identified in County Board File No. 59401. 

Adopted August 14, 2012. No. 12-463 

 

WHEREAS, a request to purchase county fee land was submitted by Gnesen Forest Products, 

Inc., and the Property Acquisition Team deems the property to be non-conforming surplus 
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property described as follows:  

Beginning at a point on the north and south quarter line of Section 14, Township 52, 

Range 14, 175 feet north of the south quarter corner of said section; thence westerly at 

an angle of 90 degrees with the said north and south quarter line 220 feet; thence 

northerly at an angle of 90 degrees and parallel to said north and south quarter line 396 

feet; thence easterly at an angle of 90 degrees 220 feet to a point on the north and south 

quarter line; thence southerly on the north and south quarter line 396 feet to the point of 

beginning.  Said parcel contains two acres. Parcel Code:  375-0010-02510 

WHEREAS, Gnesen Forest Products, Inc., has agreed to pay $5,600 for the property.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to the requirements and procedures 

of Minn. Stat. § 373.01, Subdivision (i), the Chair of the County Board and the County 

Auditor are authorized to execute and deliver a quit claim deed, conveying the above listed 

property to Gnesen Forest Products, Inc., a corporation under the laws of the State of 

Minnesota, for the amount of $5,600, payable to Fund 100, Agency 128014, Object 583100.  

The purchaser is also responsible for recording fees and associated filing fees.  

Adopted August 14, 2012. No. 12-464 

 

WHEREAS, a request to exchange a 0.5 acre parcel of county fee land for a 0.92 acre 

highway right of way easement was submitted by Neil and Emily Anderson; and 

WHEREAS, the Property Management Team has reviewed this request and has no objections 

to this proposed exchange of county fee property described as follows. 

That portion of the Southwest Quarter of Northeast Quarter (SW ¼ of NE ¼), Section 

Twenty- seven (27), Township Fifty-six (56), Range Eighteen (18), described as follows: 

Beginning at the Southeast corner of said 40, thence North along the East line of said 40 

a distance of 208 feet; thence West a distance of 104.0 feet; thence South a distance of 

208 feet to the south line of said 40; thence East along the south line of said 40 a 

distance of 104 feet to the point of beginning.   Parcel Code:  435-0010-04718 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to the requirements and procedures 

of Minn. Stat. § 373.01, Subdivision (d), the Chair of the County Board and the County 

Auditor are authorized to execute and deliver a quit claim deed, conveying the above listed 

property to Neil C. Anderson and Emily J. Anderson.  

Adopted August 14, 2012. No. 12-465 

 

WHEREAS, all increases in original governmental funds revenue and expenditure budgets 

require County Board approval; and 

WHEREAS, departments anticipate being notified of additional revenues throughout the year 

and need approval to increase revenue and expenditure budgets; and  

WHEREAS, proposed budget adjustments are levy neutral. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes 

acceptance of Federal Highway Administration Emergency Relief (FHWA ER), Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Emergency Relief for Federally Owned Roads 

(ERFO), State Aid Disaster and State Aid Administration Grant Funds. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the following budget 

changes: 

Increase in revenue and expense budget in the newly created Fund 225 due to a change in the 

allocation amounts for the Public Works Department from the following revenue sources in 

the total amount of $22,924,801.00 as a result of the June 2012 Storm Event: 

A.) FHWA ER Funds (Federal Highway Administration Emergency Relief), Revenue 

Object 540707, Expense Object 652707, $7,598,614.10; 

B.) FEMA Funds (Federal Emergency Management Agency), Revenue Object 540958, 

Expense Object 652708, $7,069,416.00;   

C.) ERFO Funds (Emergency Relief for Federally Owned Roads), Revenue Object 540708, 

Expense Object 652709, $422,620.00; 
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D.) State Aid Disaster Funds, Revenue Object 521615, Expense Object 652710, 

$5,432,551.65; 

E.) State Bonding Funds (anticipated in August 2012 Special Legislative Session), Revenue 

Object 521617, Expense Object 652711, $1,901,599.25; 

F.) State Aid Administration Funds (Master Partnership Agreement for Special Bridge 

Assessments), Revenue Object 521616, Expense Object 652712, $500,000.00. 

Adopted August 14, 2012. No. 12-466 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county officials to 

execute an agreement with MEnD Correctional Care, LLC of Rogers, Minnesota, to provide 

medical services at the St. Louis County Jail. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the original contract period is for two years, October 1, 2012, 

through September 30, 2014, and will be automatically renewed for one-year terms thereafter 

unless either party provides the other with 180-days written notice. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the cost of these services for the first year is $448,300, with a 

2% increase per year thereafter, payable from Fund 100, Agency 137002, Object 626400. 

Adopted August 14, 2012. No. 12-467 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, resolutions 

numbered 12-468 through 12-470 and 12-472 through 12-475, as submitted to this Board on a 

second consent agenda, were unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County Environmental Services requires the services of a competent 

contractor to install a new weigh scale at the Regional Landfill Facility; and 

WHEREAS, Environmental Services operates a comprehensive management program 

including the accurate accounting of tonnages received at this facility. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into a contract with Fairbanks Scales Incorporated, St. 

Paul, MN, in the amount of $72,396.75, for the installation of a new weigh scale at the 

Regional Landfill Facility, subject to contract approval by the County Attorney. Funding for 

this contract is available in Fund 600, Agency 607001(Landfill). 

Adopted August 14, 2012. No. 12-468 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County operates two permanent household hazardous waste facilities; 

and 

WHEREAS, virtually all of the materials collected are processed through the facility at the 

Virginia Regional Landfill; and 

WHEREAS, the current facility does not provide adequate working space for storage or 

processing and presents challenges to the department’s ability to meet the requirements of its 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency operating permit; and 

WHEREAS, the construction of a 30 foot by 30 foot addition onto the existing household 

hazardous waste facility at the Regional Landfill was competitively bid in July of 2012. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into an agreement with Lenci Enterprises, Inc., Virginia, 

MN, in the amount of $184,400 for the construction of an addition to the Regional Landfill 

Household Hazardous Waste Facility, subject to contract approval by the County Attorney. 

Funding for this contract is available in Fund 600, Agency 606001 (Household Hazardous 

Waste).  

Adopted August 14, 2012. No. 12-469 

 

WHEREAS, all increases in original governmental funds revenue and expenditure budgets 

require County Board approval; and 
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WHEREAS, departments anticipate being notified of additional revenues throughout the year 

and need approval to increase revenue and expenditure budgets; and  

WHEREAS, proposed budget adjustments are levy neutral. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

following budget changes: 

 

1. Authorize an increase in revenue and expense budgets for State Courts to account for its 

portion of courier charges payable to St. Louis County ($500.00).  

2. Use of Attorney Forfeitures fund balance for donation to Men as Peacemakers for 

restorative program to increase outreach, volunteer recruitment, and opportunities to 

connect with youth ($5,000) and to pay for County Attorney's annual report publishing 

cost ($1,907.72).  

3. Use of depreciation reserve/leasehold improvement fund for the final bill associated with 

the Duluth Courthouse Auditor's Office accounting carpet replacement/rearrangement 

project ($3,799.96).  

4. Use of depreciation reserve/leasehold improvement fund for Jail energy upgrades, 

including roof replacement and installation of solar hot water ($4,987.00).  

5. Use of fund balance in Fund 169 (Attorney's Trust Accounts-Victim Witness) to 

purchase newspaper subscriptions for the victim witness lounge ($305.00).  

6. Reallocate Information Specialist II position to Information Specialist III position in the 

Recorder’s Office – no budget changes as the $3,960 can be absorbed within existing 

personnel budget.   

7. Use of child support modification fund balance to purchase tablet devices for the child 

support division of Public Health & Human Services for court purposes ($4,507.99).  

8. Use of fund balance for interest on tax court award ($3,532.91).  

9. Use of depreciation reserve/leasehold improvement fund for the Duluth cornice project 

($8,474.00).  

10. Increase revenue and expense budget for Greenwood Township's share of MP 929-

151188 ($30,000.00).  

 

 
Adopted August 14, 2012. No. 12-470 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 
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SAP 69-030-023(low)/SAP 69-691-025, CP 165106 located on CSAH 91 (Haines Road) 

near Skyline Parkway; and 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, at 10:00 a.m. 

on August 13, 2012, and the St. Louis County Board has, with the County Highway Engineer, 

determined the lowest responsible bidder. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above combined project to the lowest bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT  

RJS Construction Group, LLC 5300 Stinson Ave.  $846,000.00 

   Superior, WI  54880 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract with the Contractor for the above listed project, payable from 

Fund 225, Agency 165106, Object 652706. 

Adopted August 14, 2012. No. 12-472 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

SAP 69-030-023(low)/SAP 69-691-026, CP 165094 located on Skyline Parkway from 

CSAH 91 (Haines Road) to CSAH 89 (Highland Street) length 2.02 miles, and CSAH 

89 (Highland Street) from north of RR Bridge to 2304’ north; and 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, at 10:00 a.m. 

on August 13, 2012, and the St. Louis County Board has, with the County Highway Engineer, 

determined the lowest responsible bidder. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above combined project to the lowest bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT  

Northland Constructors of 4843 Rice Lake Rd.  $557,400.10 

Duluth, LLC  Duluth, MN 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract with the Contractor for the above listed project, payable from 

Fund 225, Agency 165094, Object 652706. 

Adopted August 14, 2012. No. 12-473 

 

WHEREAS, the Duluth Courthouse cornice consists of a terra cotta overhang which is in need 

of repair; and  

WHEREAS, the asphalt shingles on the sloped portion of the Duluth Courthouse roof have 

decayed causing major failure on the south and west sections, and the north and east sections 

of the roof are in poor condition; and  

WHEREAS, St. Louis County Purchasing solicited for project construction services for the 

Duluth Courthouse cornice and roof repair and Restoration Systems Incorporated of Chaska, 

Minnesota, supplied the low qualified bid in an amount of $570,000. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into an agreement with Restoration Systems Incorporated 

of Chaska, Minnesota, in an amount of $570,000 for the Duluth Courthouse cornice and roof 

repair project, payable from Fund 400, Agency 402003, Object 630900, with the funds to be 

transferred from Fund 402 fund balance.  

Adopted August 14, 2012. No. 12-474 

 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota State Parks and Trails Legacy Plan calls for a statewide system of 

parks and trails; and  

WHEREAS, Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails have been underfunded for decades 

when compared to investments in the metro park system over that same time period; and 
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WHEREAS,  the public expressed overwhelming support at 17 state-sponsored public 

meetings for the highest quality statewide regional projects possible as a preferred outcome of 

the 25 year plan; and 

WHEREAS, the first round of park and trail legacy funding in 2009 was unfair to Greater 

Minnesota, with 43% of the funding dedicated to metro park needs, 43% dedicated to MN 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) park and trail needs and projects, while leaving only 

14% funding for a statewide grants program which included Metro Parks. Of that 14%, 20% 

of those funds were given to the Metro Park Area; and  

WHEREAS, the second round of park and trail legacy funding in 2011 produced better but 

still lopsided results, with Greater Minnesota receiving 20% in dedicated legacy funding, 

while metro parks received 43% and DNR received 37%; and 

WHEREAS, a 2011 inventory of Greater Minnesota park and trail needs resulted in $76 

million in projects, and over $33 million in grant requests - or more than four times the 

amount of the 2011 legacy grants awarded to Greater Minnesota; and  

WHEREAS, rural Minnesotans are significant contributors to the sales taxes collected in the 

metro area and this calculation is not included in any of the current parks and trails funding 

formula factors and should be added; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota is the third largest landowner in the U.S., and over 95% 

of state owned lands exist in Greater Minnesota, resulting in significant lost and permanently 

sacrificed tax base. Furthermore, this lost tax base also includes lost sales taxes - additional 

sales tax revenues which Greater Minnesota counties could be contributing to the Legacy 

Fund. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board believes Greater 

Minnesota should receive adequate funding to carry out the State Parks and Trails Legacy Plan 

and the public sentiment for high quality projects. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that St. Louis County believes the current Park and Trail Legacy 

splits of 43% metro, 37% DNR and 20% to Greater Minnesota are inherently unfair to Greater 

Minnesota and not enough to carry out the state plan or meet public expectations. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that St. Louis County believes the legacy funding splits at 43% 

metro, 37% DNR and 20% for the remaining 80 non-metro counties is not fair and will not 

provide the funding to allow Greater Minnesota to succeed in carrying out expectations of 

either the public or the state plan. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that St. Louis County believes the Greater Minnesota percentage of 

Legacy funding should increase to a level more equal to that of the metro area and DNR. 

Adopted August 14, 2012. No. 12-475 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, the Department of Homeland Security has made funding available to the Port of 

Duluth/Superior under the FY 2009 Port Security Grant Program; and 

WHEREAS, Dakota County hosts the Criminal Justice Information Integration Network 

(CJIIN) that provides software products to integrate current public safety applications and 

interfaces with the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension and 49 other agencies; and 

WHEREAS, CourtView Justice Solutions, Inc., will link the county’s current public safety 

applications and interfaces with Dakota County’s CJIIN. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes 

contracts with Dakota County and CourtView Justice Solutions, Inc., not to exceed $100,000, 

to be accounted for in Fund 100, Agency 129999, Grant 12938, Year 2012; and a local match 

of $31,250 to be accounted for in Fund 179, Enhanced 911. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to sign any associated contract documents. 

Unanimously adopted August 14, 2012. No. 12-471 

  

At 11:57 a.m., August 14, 2012, Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner Jewell, 
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moved to adjourn; seven yeas, zero nays.  

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 



   

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

 

OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 

SEPTEMBER, 2012 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON SEPTEMBER 4, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 4th day 

of September, 2012, at 9:34 a.m., in the County Boardroom, Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, 

with the following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris 

Dahlberg, Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson - 7.  Absent:  

None. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who protect and serve our 

communities and those who protect our freedoms, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to persons who wanted to address the Board and no one 

chose to do so. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to approve the consent 

agenda.  The consent agenda was then approved; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

The following Board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

Board meeting: 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51082 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Innovative Living, Inc., (Crest House I).—12-455 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51083 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Innovative Living, Inc., (Gearheart).—12-456 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51084 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Innovative Living, Inc., (Hermantown I).—12-457 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51085 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Innovative Living, Inc., (Hermantown II).—12-458 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51086 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Innovative Living, Inc., (Hermantown III).—12-459 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51087 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Innovative Living, Inc., (Hermantown IV).—12-460 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51097 between the St. Louis County Board 
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of Commissioners and Innovative Living, Inc., (Hermantown V).—12-461 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51098 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Innovative Living, Inc., (Hermantown VI).—12-462 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51099 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Innovative Living, Inc., (Hutchinson I).—12-463 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51100 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Innovative Living, Inc., (Hutchinson II).—12-464 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51125 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Community Connection – Anoka House.—12-465 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51126 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Community Connection – Calvary.—12-466 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51127 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Community Connection – Fairmont.—12-467 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51128 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Community Connection – Gary.—12-468 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51129 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Community Connection – Hillside.—12-469 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51131 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Community Connection – Lincoln.—12-470 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51130 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Community Connection – Nicollet.—12-471 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51076 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and William and Terry Johnson Foster Home. —12-472 

 Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51063 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Michael and Julie Balmer.—12-473 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51033 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Capstone Services, LLC (Kingswood).—12-474 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51079 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Andrea’s Home Care, LLC.—12-475 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51042 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Bethesda Homes (Jason Noe).—12-476 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51131 between the St. Louis County Board 
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of Commissioners and Garden House Estates II.—12-477 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51035 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Greenview Residence North.—12-478 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51036 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Greenview Residence Sourth.—12-479 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51001 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Lora Kesselhon and Ryan Kesselhon.—12-480 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51111 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Mount Royal Pines III.—12-481 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51159 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Stonehaven Assisted Living.—12-482 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51138 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Trillium Services – Como.—12-483 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51139 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Trillium Services – Crosley.—12-484 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51140 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Trillium Services – Decker Road.—12-485 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51141 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Trillium Services – Ensign.—12-486 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51142 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Trillium Services – Fountain Gate.—12-487 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51143 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Trillium Services – Ivanhoe.—12-488 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51144 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Trillium Services – Jackson.—12-489 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51145 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Trillium Services – Lavaque.—12-490 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51146 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Trillium Services – London Road.—12-491 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51147 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Trillium Services – McKinley.—12-492 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51148 between the St. Louis County Board 
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of Commissioners and Trillium Services – Oakley.—12-493 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51149 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Trillium Services – Palisade Circle.—12-494 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51150 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Trillium Services – Parkwood I.—12-495 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51151 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Trillium Services – Parkwood II.—12-496 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51152 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Trillium Services – Selfridge.—12-497 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51153 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Trillium Services – Swan Lake.—12-498 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51154 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Trillium Services – Waterview.—12-499 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51155 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and LSS Carlson.—12-500 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51156 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and LSS Southridge.—12-501 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51157 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and LSS Westgate.—12-502 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51212 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Focus on Living – 402.—12-503 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51213 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Focus on Living – 404.—12-504 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51215 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Focus on Living – Proctor House.—12-505 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51216 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Focus on Living – Rose House.—12-506 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51217 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Focus on Living – West.—12-507 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51066 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Perpich Apartments.—12-508 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51073 between the St. Louis County Board 
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of Commissioners and RMHC AFC – House III.—12-509 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51072 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RMHC AFC – House II.—12-510 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51071 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RMHC AFC – House I.—12-511 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51137 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Trillium Services – Apple Ridge.—12-512 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract No. 14985 between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Access Lifts, Inc.—12-513 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract No. 14986 between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Northern Trends Building & Design, Inc.—12-514 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract No. 14786C, between 

the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Cherish, Inc.—12-515 

Professional Services Agreement between St. Louis County and Duluth Institute for 

Psychological Health for Forensic Psychological Services for CY 2012.—12-516 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and Oertel Architects for the 

Public Works Fourth Maintenance District facilities study.—12-517 

2012 State of Minnesota Federal Boating Safety Supplemental Equipment Grant 

Agreement.—12-518 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Northland 

Consulting Engineers, LLP, for Green Lot Structural Inspection/Flood Review.—12-519 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51226 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Wesley Residence of Duluth, Inc.—12-520 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51158 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Virginia Tuominen.—12-521 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51292 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Jean R. Truman d/b/a Quilt Haven.—12-522 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51293 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Range Center – Banyan.—12-523 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51294 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Range Center – Barrington.—12-524 

County of St. Louis Project Contract No. 4961-1 between the County of St. Louis and 
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Chandler Johnson for Low Resolution Inventory for September 4, 2012 – December 25, 

2015.—12-525 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and the City of Duluth for 

shared Grant Coordinator for the term January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012.—12-526 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract No. 14987 between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and A. R. Masonry, Inc.—12-527 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51295 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Range Center – Bradford.—12-528 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51296 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Range Center – Cypress.—12-529 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51297 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Range Center – Frasier.—12-530 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51298 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Range Center – Hawthorne.—12-531 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51299 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Range Center – Laurel.—12-532 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51300 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Range Center – Logan.—12-533 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51301 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Range Center – Outlook.—12-534 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51302 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Range Center – Sequoia.—12-535 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51303 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Range Center – Tamarack.—12-536 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51218 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and At Home Living – Brainerd House.—12-537 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51219 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and At Home Living – College.—12-538 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51220 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and At Home Living – Hermantown.—12-539 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51221 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and At Home Living – Howard Mill.—12-540 
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Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51222 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and At Home Living – Pike Lake.—12-541 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51223 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and At Home Living – Rustic Ranch.—12-542 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51224 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and At Home Living – Seville.—12-543 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51225 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and At Home Living – Woodland.—12-544 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51134 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and HOMES, Inc. (Hibbing I).—12-545 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51135 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and HOMES, Inc. (Hibbing II).—12-546 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51136 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and HOMES, Inc. (Virginia I).—12-547 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51211 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and HOMES, Inc. (Virginia II).—12-548 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51069 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and L & M Opportunities – Hunters Park.—12-549 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51070 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and L & M Opportunities – Snelling Park.—12-550 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51133 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Sherri Kangas and Daniel Kangas.—12-551 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51305 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Arrowhead House East.—12-552 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51304 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Arrowhead House West.—12-553 

Upon motion by Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, resolutions 

numbered 12-476 through 12-481, as submitted to this Board on the consent agenda, were 

unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners for the meeting of August 7, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted September 4, 2012. No. 12-476 

 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of 
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Commissioners for the meeting of August 14, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted September 4, 2012. No. 12-477 

 

RESOLVED, that the recommendations of the Finance Committee for payment of claims 

and bills against the County of St. Louis, on file in the office of the County Auditor, 

identified as County Board File No. 59440, are hereby approved and the County Auditor 

shall issue checks in the following amounts: 

 

JULY 2012 

100  General Fund  $6,221,500.04 

148 Volunteer Fire Departments 196,271.41 

149 Personnel Service Fund 140.71 

150  Sheriff's Nemesis Fund Group  15,329.73 

167 Attorney’s Forfeitures 6,000.00 

168 Sheriff’s State Forfeitures 19,988.80 

169 Attorney Trust Accounts-VW 199.23 

173 Emergency Shelter Grant 24,752.13 

179 Enhanced 9-1-1 2,454.99 

180  Law Library  4,581.27 

183 City/County Communications   382.82 

184  Extension Service   79,133.61 

200  Public Works 3,598,249.20 

220  State Road Aid  2,807,019.52 

225 PW – June 2012 Flood 102,690.15 

230  Public Health & Human Services  6,097,041.73 

240  Forfeited Tax  419,108.51 

260  CDBG Grant  26,746.27 

270  Home Grant    61,209.02 

290 Forest Resources 50,210.81 

302 Hibbing PW Facility 1997 605.00 

400 County Facilities 27,029.98 

402 Depreciation Reserve Fund 6,595.00 

405 Public Works Building Const 40,118.00 

439 2010A Capital Improvement Bond      860,373.30 

600  Environmental Services  827,580.00 

616  On-Site Waste Water Division   36,729.55 

715  County Garage  84,004.01 

720  Property Casualty Liability   4,826.79 

730  Workers Compensation  346,421.91 

826 Taconite Production Tax 2,380,048.00 

900  State of Minnesota  1,001,454.57 

902  Courts  304,047.65 

907 Special Taxes 10,795.42 

908 Cities and Towns Taxes 19,224,126.66 

909  Tax Refunds    115,448.81 

910 School Districts Taxes 4,442,097.49 

925  Arrowhead Regional Corrections  1,436,206.62 

955  Community Health Board  110,249.69 

985  Collective Local Collaborative    49,411.64 

989  Regional Railroad Authority  78,068.64 

992 Permits to Carry - Firearms 9,012.60 

994 Sheriff Forfeits/Evidence 22,860.58 

995 Region 3 Adult Mental Health I 104,531.00 
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998  MPL-DUL Train Alliance              19,862.62 

  $51,275,515.48 

Adopted September 4, 2012. No. 12-478 

 

RESOLVED, that the workers’ compensation report of claims by employees for work-

related injuries, dated August 10, 2012, on file in the office of the County Auditor, 

identified as County Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from 

Fund 730, Agency 730001. 

Adopted September 4, 2012. No. 12-479 

 

RESOLVED, that the workers’ compensation report of claims by employees for work-

related injuries, dated August 24, 2012, on file in the office of the County Auditor, 

identified as County Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from 

Fund 730, Agency 730001. 

Adopted September 4, 2012. No. 12-480 

 

RESOLVED, that the appraisal report for sale of timber, numbered Tract 1, as submitted 

by the Land Commissioner, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59391, is approved and the County Auditor is authorized to carry 

out the recommendation as listed in said appraisal report. 

Adopted September 4, 2012. No. 12-481 

 

At 9:36 a.m., September 4, 2012, Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner 

Raukar, moved to adjourn; seven yeas, zero nays.  

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON SEPTEMBER 11, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 11th day 

of September, 2012, at 9:35 a.m., in the County Boardroom, Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, 

with the following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris 

Dahlberg, Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson - 7.  Absent:  

None. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who protect and serve our 

communities and those who protect our freedoms, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to persons who wanted to address the Board concerning 

issues not on the agenda and no one chose to do so. 

  

Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, moved to approve the consent 

agenda. The consent agenda was then approved; seven yeas, zero nays.  

 

Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to suspend the rules to 

consider an item under Health and Human Services Committee, as it has not been heard in 

committee.  The motion passed; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, moved to authorize a contract 

amendment to increase the current Family Homeless Prevention and Assistance Program 

(FHPAP) contract with the State of Minnesota, Minnesota Housing Finance Agency, by 

$125,000 for prevention funds for homeless households in St. Louis County.  Ann Busche, 

Director of Public Health & Human Services, said that the funds were secured as a result of 

the special legislative Disaster Relief Session.  Director Busche said that the additional 

$125,000 in funds is restricted to FHPAP eligible households that were affected by the natural 

flood disaster.  After further discussion, the motion passed; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution 

No. 12-500. 

 

Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to certify the proposed 

2013 levy for the purpose of road and bridge maintenance and construction in unorganized 

townships.  Commissioner Forsman said that the County Board is the acting board for the 

unorganized townships and that only unorganized areas pay towards this levy.  After further 

discussion, the motion passed; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-501. 

 

Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to certify the St. Louis 

County Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) maximum proposed property tax levy 

for 2013.  The proposed 2013 property tax levy is $208,940, or a 1.0% increase.  After further 

discussion, the motion passed; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-502. 

 

Administrator Gray said the County Board must adopt a proposed 2013 budget and maximum 

property tax levy and certify to the County Auditor by September 15, 2012. Administrator 

Gray presented the 2013 Budget, highlighted county efforts in response to the flood event, 

reviewed county objectives, impacts of reduction in state funding, and investments in public 

safety and mineral management program.  The recommendation for the 2013 maximum 

property tax levy is $111,669,179, or a 1.5% increase.  

 

Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner Jewell, moved to approve the 2013 
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preliminary budget and maximum property tax levy as presented.  

 

After further discussion, Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner Forsman, 

moved to amend the 2013 maximum property tax levy to $111,119,078, or a 1.0% increase.  

Commissioner Dahlberg said he would like to challenge the County board to reduce the levy 

as homeowners are burdening the costs of the poor economy and storm related damages.  

Commissioner Dahlberg said that the County is a model of stability and that the County would 

still maintain current activities with a 1.0% increase.  Commissioner Forsman commented on 

the reduction of federal and state aids as well as the increase in fuel and materials cost as well 

as inflationary effects.  Commissioner Raukar said that the proposed budget is transparent and 

would be willing to discuss new ideas for reducing the budget prior to years end.  

Commissioner Nelson said it is important to understand the effects of these increases on small 

businesses and all industry.  After lengthy discussion, the motion failed; one yea, six nays, 

Commissioners Jewell, Sweeney, Forsman, Raukar, O’Neil, and Chair Nelson.  

 

Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner Forsman, moved to amend the 2013 

maximum property tax levy to $111,394,129, or a 1.25% increase.  After further discussion, 

the motion failed; two yeas, five nays, Commissioners Jewell, Sweeney, Forsman, Raukar, and 

O’Neil. 

 

After further discussion, the original motion to increase the 2013 maximum property tax levy 

to $111,669,179, or a 1.5% increase, passed; five yeas, two nays, Commissioner Dahlberg, 

Chair Nelson. Resolution No. 12-503. 

 

The following Board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

Board meeting: 

St. Louis County Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) minutes for 2012.—59503 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Robert Krepps, Land Commissioners, submitting 

Board Letter No. 12-330, Public Sale of State Tax Forfeited Lands on October 11, 2012.—

59504 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Foldesi, Highway Engineer/Public Works 

Director, submitting Board Letter No. 12-333, Award of Bid – Gasohol, Fuel Oil and Diesel 

Fuel.—59505 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Donald Dicklich, County Auditor/Treasurer, 

submitting Board Letter No. 12-334, Fire Protection/First Responder Services Contracts for 

Unorganized Territories.—59506 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Barbara Hayden, Director of Planning & Community 

Development and HRA Executive Director, submitting Board Letter No. 12-334, HRA 2013 

Proposed Levy.—59507 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting Board 

Letter No. 12-340, Establish a Public Meeting on the 2013 Property Tax and Operating 

Budget.—59508 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Barbara Hayden, Director of Planning and 

Community Development, submitting Board Letter No. 12-348, Appointment to the St. Louis 
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County Planning Commission.—59509 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Barbara Hayden, Director of Planning and 

Community Development, submitting Board Letter No. 12-349, Appointments to the CDBG 

Citizen Advisory Committee.—59510 

Amended Joint Powers Agreement between Carlton-Cook-Lake-St. Louis Counties to 

establish a Joint Community Health Board.—12-554 

Project Contract No. 4942-2 between the County of St. Louis and Lenci Enterprises, Inc., 

Virginia, MN, for Household Hazardous Waste Facility Expansion.—12-555 

Project Contract No. 5040 between the County of St. Louis and Star Forestry, Bemidji, MN, 

for Budcapping Application.—12-556 

Project Contract No. 5017-1 between the County of St. Louis and Thelen Heating & Roofing, 

Inc., Brainerd, MN, for St. Louis County Roof Replacement Jail – Construction.—12-557 

Cooperative Agreement between the County of St. Louis and the Fond du Lac Band of Lake 

Superior Chippewa for St. Louis County Emergency Relief of Federally Owned Roads 

(ERFO) Emergency Road Repair Project.—12-558 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and Short Elliott Hendrickson, 

Inc., St. Paul, MN, for consulting services for the Voyageurs’ National Park Clean Water Joint 

Powers Board Phase 2.—12-559 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Ayres Associates, 

Duluth, MN, for culvert design on various county roads.—12-560 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and LHB, Inc., Duluth, 

MN, for culvert design on various county roads.—12-561 

Criminal Justice System Services Agreement between Dakota County and the St. Louis 

County Sheriff’s Office for Criminal Justice Information Integration Network (CJIIN).—12-

562 

Amendment No. 1 to Damion Contract No. 2011-006560 between the County of St. Louis and 

Industrial Fluid Technologies, LLC, extending the terms of the agreement for one year 

effective Sept. 1, 2012, through August 31, 2013.—12-563 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway (CSAH) Project between the County of St. Louis and 

Ulland Brothers, Inc., Cloquet, MN, for Grading, Paving, Approx. 436 Tons, Erosion Control, 

Pavement Marking on CSAH 13 south of CSAH 19 (St. Louis River Road), Work Order 

160220.—12-564 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and A Plus 

Landscaping, Inc., Saginaw, MN, for Centerline Culvert, Grading, Paving, Erosion Control on 

CSAH 36 (Arnold Road) Storm Work Order 160829(low) and County Road (CR) 269 

(Boulder Dam Road) Work Order 160844.—12-565 
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Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and Ulland 

Brothers, Inc., Cloquet, MN, for Bituminous Pavement Removal, Grading, Paving, Erosion 

Control on CR 281 (Cant Road) Storm WO 160435(low); CSAH 33 (McQuade Road) WO 

160666; and CR 258 (Bergquist Road) WO 160669.—12-566 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and Ulland 

Brothers, Inc., Cloquet, MN, for Centerline Culvert, Grading, Erosion Control on CR 278 

(Turner Road) Storm WO 160429(low); CR 231 (West Knife River Road) WO 160675; CR 

246 (Eagle Lake Road) WO 160830.—12-567 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and Ulland 

Brothers, Inc., Cloquet, MN, for Bituminous Pavement Removal, Grading, Paving, Erosion 

Control on CR 289 (Woodland Ave.) Storm WO 160385(low); CR 692 (Lakewood Road) WO 

160663; and CR 252 (Medin Road) WO 160810.—12-568 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and Watters 

& Sons Excavating, LLC, Duluth, MN, for Centerline Culvert, Bituminous Pavement 

Removal, Grading, Paving, Erosion Control on CSAH 4 (Vermilion Trail) Storm WO 

160295(low); CSAH 2 (West Tischer Road) WO 160807; and CSAH 10 (West Tischer Road) 

WO 160808.—12-569 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and Sinnott 

Contracting, LLC, Esko, MN, for Pavement Removal, Grading, Aggregate Base, Bituminous 

Surface, Aggregate Shoulders on CR 889 (Solway Road) WO 160283(low) and CR 724 

(Swan Lake Road) WO 160641.—12-570 

Amendment to Professional Services Agreement, Contract No. 2010-006100, Purchasing 

Contract No. 4914, between the County of St. Louis and Architectural Resources, Inc., for the 

Virginia Courthouse Addition & Renovation.—12-571 

Agreement between the County of St. Louis and Stone Ridge Road Association, Inc., for State 

Trust Land access.—12-572 

Amendment No. 1, Administrator of the Septic System Loan Program, DAMION No. 2012-

007001, between the County of St. Louis and Northspan Group, Duluth, MN.—12-573 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51310 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TLC Buffalo.—12-574 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51311 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TLC Caribou.—12-575 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51312 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TLC Chambersburg.—12-576 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51313 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TLC Chester Creek.—12-577 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51314 between the St. Louis County Board 
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of Commissioners and TLC Como.—12-578 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51315 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TLC Gearhart.—12-579 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51316 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TLC Haines.—12-580 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51317 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TLC Hermantown.—12-581 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51318 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TLC High Street.—12-582 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51319 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TLC Maple Grove.—12-583 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51320 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TLC Morris Thomas.—12-584 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51321 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TLC Page.—12-585 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51322 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TLC Pike Lake.—12-586 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51323 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TLC Swan Lake.—12-587 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51372 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Rural Living Environments – Aspen.—12-588 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51373 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Rural Living Environments – Balsam.—12-589 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51374 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Rural Living Environments – Birch.—12-590 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51375 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Rural Living Environments – Central.—12-591 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51376 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Rural Living Environments – Fir.—12-592 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51375 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Rural Living Environments – Olsen.—12-593 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51309 between the St. Louis County Board 
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of Commissioners and Arrowhead House Foster Care Southwest.—12-594 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51306 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Arrowhead House Foster Care Wahldorf 1.—12-595 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51307 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Arrowhead House Foster Care Wahldorf 2.—12-596 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51308 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Arrowhead House Foster Care Wahldorf 3.—12-597 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51340 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Reed’s Pine.—12-598 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51342 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Miketin Boarding Home. —12-599 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51341 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Lakeview Mansion.—12-600 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51400 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Transitional Senior Housing.—12-601 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51390 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Rita Vidal and Jose’ Vidal.—12-602 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51249 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Hansen Adult Foster Care.—12-603 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51394 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Hillside Homes I.—12-604 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51393 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Hillside Homes II.—12-605 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51041 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Interim - Grove Residence.—12-606 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51040 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Interim Health Care Vent Care Residence.—12-607 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51378 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Taylor SLS – Basswood.—12-608 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51379 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Taylor SLS – Colorado.—12-609 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51380 between the St. Louis County Board 
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of Commissioners and Taylor SLS – Hagberg.—12-610 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51288 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RMHC – Merritt House.—12-611 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51369 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Tracy Vallie d/b/a Vallie Adult Foster Care Home. —12-612 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51250 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Brandt Adult Foster Home. —12-613 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51339 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Home of Hopes.—12-614 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51381 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and The Hummingbird.—12-615 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51404 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Serving Hands Assisted Living.—12-616 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51109 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Westwood Assisted Living.—12-617 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51110 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Westwood Terrace.—12-618 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51370 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and River Hill Assisted Living.—12-619 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51382 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Donna Tracy d/b/a Tracy Adult Foster Home. —12-620 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51347 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Twelfth Step House.—12-621 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51368 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and McCarthy Manor.—12-622 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51348 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and REM Arrowhead – Birchwood.—12-623 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51349 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and REM Arrowhead – Bristol Place.—12-624 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51350 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and REM Arrowhead – Endion Park.—12-625 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51351 between the St. Louis County Board 
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of Commissioners and REM Arrowhead – Greysolon.—12-626 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51352 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and REM Arrowhead – Highway 33.—12-627 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51353 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and REM Arrowhead – K & D.—12-628 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51354 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and REM Arrowhead – Kenwood.—12-629 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51355 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and REM Arrowhead – Lakeview.—12-630 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51356 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and REM Arrowhead – Maple Bend.—12-631 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51357 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and REM Arrowhead – Oneida.—12-632 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51358 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and REM Arrowhead – Piedmont.—12-633 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51359 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and REM Arrowhead – Spirit Valley.—12-634 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51360 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and REM Arrowhead – Springvale.—12-635 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51361 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and REM Arrowhead – Toledo.—12-636 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51362 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and REM Arrowhead – Tuhkanen.—12-637 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51363 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and REM Arrowhead – Twin Pines.—12-638 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51364 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and REM Arrowhead – Vermilion.—12-639 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51365 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and REM Arrowhead – Wallace.—12-640 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51366 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and REM Arrowhead – Woodland.—12-641 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51227 between the St. Louis County Board 
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of Commissioners and RSI – Apple Ridge.—12-642 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51228 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RSI – Bailey’s.—12-643 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51229 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Bray House.—12-644 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51230 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RSI – Chester Creek.—12-645 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51231 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RSI – Endion East.—12-646 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51232 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RSI – Endion West.—12-647 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51248 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RSI – Harvey.—12-648 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51233 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RSI – Harvey. —12-649 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51234 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RSI – Hunters Park.—12-650 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51235 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RSI – Jefferson.—12-651 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51236 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RSI – Lillian.—12-652 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51237 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RSI – Maple Ridge.—12-653 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51238 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RSI – Marigold Manor.—12-654 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51239 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RSI – Meadow.—12-655 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51240 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RSI – Morley Park.—12-656 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51241 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RSI – Oregon Creek.—12-657 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51242 between the St. Louis County Board 
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of Commissioners and RSI – Piedmont.—12-658 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51243 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RSI – Silver Lake.—12-659 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51244 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RSI – Two Rivers.—12-660 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51245 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RSI – Westbrook.—12-661 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51246 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RSI – Wicklow.—12-662 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51247 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RSI – Willow.—12-663 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51175 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc. (Bishop Woods).—12-664 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51176 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc. (Daniels).—12-665 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51177 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc. (Fairview).—12-666 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51178 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc. (Galere).—12-667 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51179 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc. (Glendale).—12-668 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51180 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc. (Jitney).—12-669 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51181 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc. (Lambert).—12-670 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51182 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc. (Mankato).—12-671 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51183 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc. (Melrose).—12-672 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51184 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc. (Merritt).—12-673 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51185 between the St. Louis County Board 
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of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc. (Northside).—12-674 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51186 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc. (Noumenon).—12-675 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51187 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc. (Piedmont).—12-676 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51188 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc. (Riverside).—12-677 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51189 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc. (Rockridge).—12-678 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51190 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc. (South Grove).—12-679 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51191 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc. (Triggs).—12-680 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51192 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc. (Triplex, Apartment 1).—12-681 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51193 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc. (Triplex, Apartment 2).—12-682 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51194 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc. (Triplex, Apartment 3).—12-683 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51195 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc. (Wheeler).—12-684 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51196 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc. (Winona).—12-685 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51197 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc. (Woodland).—12-686 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51413 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and EBI, Inc.—12-687 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51415 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and EBI, Inc. (Berkeley).—12-688 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51414 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and EBI, Inc. (Denfeld).—12-689 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51198 between the St. Louis County Board 
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of Commissioners and Peace of Mind – Glenwood.—12-690 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51199 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Peace of Mind – Morgan.—12-691 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51200 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Peace of Mind – Pike Lake.—12-692 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51201 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Peace of Mind – Redbud.—12-693 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51202 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Peace of Mind – Superior.—12-694 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51203 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Peace of Mind – Woodland.—12-695 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51385 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Transitions Plus – McCamus.—12-696 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51395 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Sandra L. Dickman and Carolyn Pohjonen.—12-697 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51289 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and St. Raphael’s Health and Rehabilitation Center.—12-698 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51204 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Expanding Horizons – 1222.—12-699 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51205 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Expanding Horizons – 1222 ½.—12-700 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51206 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Expanding Horizons – Chester Bowl.—12-701 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51207 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Expanding Horizons – Endion.—12-702 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51208 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Expanding Horizons – Heights.—12-703 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51209 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Expanding Horizons – Observation.—12-704 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51012 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and NHS – Aldrich.—12-705 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51013 between the St. Louis County Board 
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of Commissioners and NHS – Cedar.—12-706 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51014 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and NHS – Central.—12-707 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51015 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and NHS – Douglas.—12-708 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51016 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and NHS – Evans.—12-709 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51017 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and NHS – Forest.—12-710 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51018 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and NHS – Grandview.—12-711 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51019 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and NHS – Horizons.—12-712 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51020 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and NHS – Ivy.—12-713 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51021 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and NHS – Jones.—12-714 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51011 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and NHS – Kingston.—12-715 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51023 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and NHS – Linden.—12-716 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51024 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and NHS – Nova.—12-717 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51025 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and NHS – Orion.—12-718 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51026 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and NHS – Phoenix.—12-719 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51027 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and NHS – Quest.—12-720 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51028 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and NHS – Rosewood.—12-721 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51029 between the St. Louis County Board 



PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

288 

 
of Commissioners and NHS – Southside.—12-722 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51030 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and NHS – Taurus.—12-723 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51031 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and NHS – Utah.—12-724 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, No. 14612D, between 

the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Serving Hands, Inc.—12-725 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract, No. 14639F, between 

the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Residential Services of NE MN, Inc.—12-

726 

Addendum to Purchase Agreement, No. 14556B, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Northern Diagnostic Services, Inc.—12-727 

Amendment to Professional Services Agreement between St. Louis County and Gale-Tec 

Engineering, Inc., for additional services for CSAH 4 – Vermilion Trail Slope Stability, SP 69-

604-060.—12-728 

Grant Agreement No. 20975 between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and 

Carlton County Public Health and Human Services for Family Group Decision Making 

(FGDM).—12-729 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and Utility 

Systems of America, Inc., for replacement of a culvert and culvert aprons, rebuild roadway 

washed out by culvert failure, random riprap, and erosion control on County Road 166 (Swan 

Lake Road), Storm WO 161017.—12-730 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, resolutions 

numbered 12-482 through 12-499, as submitted on the consent agenda, were unanimously 

adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER O’NEIL: 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board desires to offer for sale, as recommended by the 

Land Commissioner, certain parcels of land that have forfeited to the State of Minnesota 

for non-payment of taxes; and 

WHEREAS, the parcels of land as described in County Board File No. 59504 have been 

classified as non-conservation land as provided for in Minn. Stat. Chapter 282.01; and 

WHEREAS, these parcels of land are not withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 

85.012, 92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8, and 282.018, and other statutes that require the 

withholding of state tax forfeited lands from sale; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Natural Resources has approved the sale of these lands, 

as required by Minn. Stat. Chapter 282. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

County Auditor to offer these lands at public sale for not less than the basic sale price in 

accordance with terms set forth in the Land and Minerals Department policy, and in a 

manner provided for by law, on Thursday, October 11, 2012, at 11:00 a.m. at the Miner’s 
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Memorial Building in Virginia, MN. Funds from the land sale are to be deposited into 

Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted September 11, 2012. No. 12-482 

 

WHEREAS, the Public Works Department equipment budget includes replacement of 

tandem trucks for snow and ice control and gravel hauling; and 

WHEREAS, the Public Works Department and Purchasing Division presented 

specifications and requested State of Minnesota contract pricing for the Mack GU713, due 

to its quality, department experience, savings in inventory, and mechanic familiarity; and 

WHEREAS, Twin Cities Mack & Volvo of Roseville, Minnesota, responded with the state 

contract price for two Mack GU713 tandem trucks of $220,548.50, plus 6.5% state sales 

tax of $14,335.66, for a total cost of $234,884.16. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

purchase of two 2013 Mack GU713 tandem trucks from Twin Cities Mack and Volvo 

Trucks of Roseville, Minnesota, for a total cost of $234,884.16, payable from Fund 407, 

Agency 407001, and Object 666300. 

Adopted September 11, 2012. No. 12-483 

 

WHEREAS, the Public Works Department equipment budget includes two dump bodies 

with hydraulic systems and snow fighting equipment for trucks purchased separately; and 

WHEREAS, Towmaster, Inc., of Litchfield, Minnesota, responded with the State of 

Minnesota contract price for this equipment for $205,062.00 plus sales taxes of 

$14,098.02 for a total cost of $219,160.02. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

purchase and installation of two dump bodies with hydraulic systems and snow fighting 

equipment from Towmaster, Inc., of Litchfield, Minnesota, for $219,160.02, payable from 

Fund 407, Agency 407001, Object 666300. 

Adopted September 11, 2012. No. 12-484 

 

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Division solicits bids annually for the purchase of fuels for 

use throughout the county; and  

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Division received bids from eight different vendors; and 

WHEREAS, each location and fuel type is treated as a separate bid award providing the 

county with the lowest cost. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

Purchasing Division to purchase fuels from the vendor with the lowest net cost as indicated 

on the attached Bid Tabulation, County Board File No. 59505. 

Adopted September 11, 2012. No. 12-485 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following tied 

projects: 

MP 65-149186(Low), CP 149186 located on CSAH 65 (Biss Road) from CSAH 25 

to TH 53 in Unorganized Township 60-19, and 

MP 8172-152393, CP 152393 located on UT 8172 (Lake Leander Road) from CSAH 

65 West to CSAH 65 East in Unorganized Township 60-19; and 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, on 

August 23, 2012, and Ulland Brothers, Inc., of Cloquet, Minnesota, provided the low 

responsible bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above combined project to the low bidder. 

 LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS AMOUNT  

 Ulland Brothers, Inc.  P.O. Box 340 $523,000.00 

    Cloquet, MN  55720 
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RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and 

the County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from: 

MP 65-149186(Low):  Fund 200, Agency 203275, Object 652800 $401,717.55 

MP 8172-152393:       Fund 210, Agency 210044, Object 652800     $121,282.45 

Adopted September 11, 2012. No. 12-486 

 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

SAP 69-030-023(Low)/Storm WO 162622, located in State Pit in Southern St. Louis 

County; and 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, on 

August 23, 2012, and Hammerlund Construction, Inc., of Grand Rapids, Minnesota, 

provided the low responsible bid. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above combined project to the low bidder. 

 LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS AMOUNT  

 Hammerlund Construction, Inc. 3201 W. Hwy. 2 $96,000.00 

    Grand Rapids, MN  55744 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and 

the County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from Fund 225, Agency 

162622, Object 650200. 

Adopted September 11, 2012. No. 12-487 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board is authorized to act on behalf of unorganized 

townships for purposes of furnishing fire protection and first responder services, pursuant 

to Minnesota Statutes § 365.243; and 

WHEREAS, the following legally organized corporations under the State of Minnesota 

have notified St. Louis County of their intent to provide fire protection and/or first 

responder services in said townships for the year 2013. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to sign any associated contract documents. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Auditor is hereby authorized to spread local 

levies for the furnishing of fire protection and/or first responder services in unorganized 

townships as follows: 

 

City of Babbitt 

Unorganized Townships 61-12 & 61-13 $67,184 

 

City of Chisholm 

Unorganized Township 59-21 (part of) $15,448 

 

City of Cook 

Unorganized Township 62-17 $1,575 

Unorganized Township 63-17 $5,775 

 

City of Floodwood 

Unorganized Township 52-21 $16,590 

 

City of Orr 

Unorganized Township 63-19 $2,891 

Unorganized Township 66-20 $6,986 
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Bearville Township Volunteer Fire Dept. 

Unorganized Township 62-21 $4,157 

 

Central Lakes Volunteer Fire Dept. 

Unorganized Township 56-17 $43,050 

 

Colvin Volunteer Fire Dept. 

Unorganized Township 55-15 (part of) $8,925 

 

Ellsburg Volunteer Fire Dept. 

Unorganized Township 55-15 (part of) $4,763 

 

Embarrass Regional Volunteer Fire Dept. 

Unorganized Township 61-14 $5,565 

 

Evergreen Volunteer Fire Dept. 

Unorganized Townships 60-19 & 60-20 $23,100 

 

French Volunteer Fire Dept. 

Unorganized Township 59-21 (part of) $1,026 

 

Gnesen Volunteer Fire Dept. 

Unorganized Township 53-15 $17,063 

 

 

Greenwood Township Volunteer Fire Dept. 

Unorganized Township 63-15 $7,350 

 

Lake Kabetogama Area Fire Dept. 

Unorganized Townships 68-19, 69-19, 

67-20, 68-20, 67-21 & 68-21 $29,610 

 

Lakeland Volunteer Fire Dept. 

Unorganized Township 57-16 $55,301 

 

Makinen Volunteer Fire Dept.  

Unorganized Township 56-16 $48,300 

 

Morse-Fall Lake Rural Protection Assoc.  

Unorganized Townships 64-12, 64-13,  

65-13 & 63-14 $13,860 

 

Northland Volunteer Fire Dept. 

Unorganized Township 53-16 $18,900 

 

Pequaywan Lake Volunteer Fire Dept. 

Unorganized Township 54-13 $3,780 

 

Palo Regional Volunteer Fire Dept. 

Unorganized Townships 56-14, 57-14, 

& 58-14 (part of) $37,800 

 

Pike-Sandy-Britt Volunteer Fire Dept. 
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Unorganized Township 59-16 $7,269 

Unorganized Township 60-18 $37,809 

 

Silica Volunteer Fire Dept. 

Unorganized Township 55-21 $47,250 

Adopted September 11, 2012. No. 12-488 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the applications for abatements, 

correction of assessed valuations and taxes plus penalty and interest, and any additional 

accrual, identified in County Board File No. 59401. 

Adopted September 11, 2012. No. 12-489 

 

WHEREAS, the Property Management Team has approved the public sale of a parcel of 

land approximately 11.4 acres in size, pursuant to the requirements and procedures of 

Minn. Stat. § 373.01, legally described as follows: 

Beginning at the southeast corner of the southeast quarter of the northwest quarter (SE ¼ 

of NW ¼) of Section 23, Township 54 North, Range 17 West, which is the center of said 

Section 23, and running thence westerly along the east and west quarter line of said 

Section 23 for a distance of 900.00 feet; thence northeasterly for a distance of 1439.39 

feet, more or less, to a point on the north and south quarter line of said Section 23; thence 

southerly along said north and south quarter line for a distance of 1100.00 feet to the point 

of beginning.  Said tract of land contains 11.4 acres, more or less, lying wholly within the 

SE ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 23, Township 54 North, Range 17 West; and 

WHEREAS, a review of assessed value and sales has determined a minimum bid amount 

for this property to be $3,850. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

Property Management Director to advertise for written bids for the above described 

property. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Board establishes the time for bid consideration 

to be at 9:40 A.M. on Tuesday, December 18, 2012, at the St. Louis County Board 

Meeting in the Morse Town Hall, Ely, MN. 

Adopted September 11, 2012. No. 12-490 

 

WHEREAS, the Property Management Team has approved the public sale of a parcel of 

land approximately 40 acres in size, pursuant to the requirements and procedures of Minn. 

Stat. § 373.01, legally described as follows:  

The Southwest one-quarter of the Southwest one-quarter (SW ¼ of SW ¼) of Section 11, 

Township 60 North, Range 14 West; and 

WHEREAS, a review of assessed value and sales has determined a minimum bid amount 

for this property to be $27,000. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

Property Management Director to advertise for written bids for the above described 

property. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Board establishes the time for bid consideration 

to be at 9:45 A.M. on Tuesday, December 18, 2012, at the St. Louis County Board 

Meeting in the Morse Town Hall, Ely, Minnesota. 

Adopted September 11, 2012. No. 12-491 

 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 275.065 requires that counties establish a public meeting date 

for the purpose of receiving comments from the public on the proposed property tax levy 

and operating budget for the year 2013 prior to adopting a final levy and budget. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board establishes a 

public meeting to gather comment on the proposed property tax levy and operating budget 
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for year 2013 on Thursday, December 6, 2012, 7:00 p.m. in the St. Louis County 

Courthouse, Duluth, MN. 

Adopted September 11, 2012. No. 12-492 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County and the City of Duluth entered into a land lease agreement 

regarding the Joint Public Safety Campus roadway which included language for cost 

sharing of the driveway reconstruction and repair and the ongoing maintenance; and 

WHEREAS, the agreement states that the county and city will split all roadway repair and 

maintenance costs equally (50/50); and 

WHEREAS, Ayres Engineering of Duluth, MN, provided the design and bid specifications 

and bids for construction with a 30 day project schedule including milling the existing 

surface, culvert replacement, drive apron replacement, substrate and base replacement, as 

necessary, and new bituminous overlay; and 

WHEREAS, the County Purchasing Division solicited bids for this project which were 

opened on August 14, 2012, with Sinnott Contracting providing the low qualified bid in 

the amount of $245,980. 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT BE RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute an agreement with Sinnott Contracting of Duluth, 

Minnesota, in an amount of $245,980 for the repair of the access road serving the Joint 

Public Safety Campus, payable from Fund 400 – Agency 400003. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that St. Louis County will pay the initial invoice with one-half, 

$122,990, billed to the City of Duluth, due and payable within 30 days, receipted into Fund 

400, Agency 400003, Object 545103.  Corresponding Revenue and Expense budgets will 

be added to account for this transaction. 

Adopted September 11, 2012. No. 12-493 

 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) is soliciting grant 

applications for funding abatement of failing subsurface sewage treatment systems (SSTS) 

posing an imminent public health threat; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Environmental Services Department has identified low 

income households with failing septic systems; and 

WHEREAS, the Environmental Services Department working with the St. Louis County 

HRA and the Arrowhead Economic Opportunity Agency has established a program to 

provide residents with grant funding to repair or replace Imminent Public Health Threat 

septic systems for qualified low-income households; and 

WHEREAS, additional BWSR grant funding will extend the positive effects of that 

program. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes 

application and acceptance of a Board of Water and Soil Resources Grant in the amount of 

$101,034 and authorizes appropriate county officials to execute the grant agreement and 

related documents with said funds to be deposited into Fund 616, Agency 616999, Grant 

Object 530102, Grant 61602, Year 2013. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the Environmental 

Services Department to request $75,000 in matching funds from the St. Louis County 

HRA. 

Adopted September 11, 2012. No. 12-494 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County operates a service center at the Miller Hill Mall which 

provides licensing, passport and property tax services to county residents; and 

WHEREAS, Simon Properties has given the County a 120 day lease termination notice at 

the current location in the Mall; and 

WHEREAS, Simon Properties and St. Louis County wish to continue the county services 

at the Mall. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

County Auditor to negotiate a new lease with Simon Properties for a new location at the 

Mall. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the expenditure of up 

to $75,000 from Fund 100, the County General Fund Balance, for relocation and 

improvements to the new space. 

Adopted September 11, 2012. No. 12-495 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board appoints Stephen Kucera to the St. Louis 

County Planning Commission for a partial term expiring December 31, 2012. 

Adopted September 11, 2012. No. 12-496 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board appoints citizens to serve on the Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) Citizen Advisory Committee; and 

WHEREAS, the CDBG Citizen Advisory Committee currently has two individuals, 

Shannon Kishel-Roche (Chisholm) and Ronald Envall (Southern Townships), whose terms 

expired April 30, 2012, and are eligible for reappointment; and   

WHEREAS, there are six vacancies on this board which need to be filled through an 

advertised application process. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

reappointment of Shannon Kishel-Roche (Chisholm) and Ronald Envall (Southern 

Townships) to the CDBG Citizen Advisory Committee for three year terms expiring April 

30, 2015.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Auditor is authorized to advertise and accept 

applications until October 31, 2012, for six vacant positions on the CDBG Citizen 

Advisory Committee with terms to expire April 30, 2015, as follows:  

 One representative of the St. Louis County Association of Townships 

 One representative of Ely 

 One representative of Hermantown 

 One representative of Rice Lake Township 

 Two at large representatives  

Adopted September 11, 2012. No. 12-497 

 

WHEREAS, the federal government, through the Bureau of Justice Assistance, has made 

available $42,370 in funding from the Justice Assistance Grant for approved prevention 

and controlling of crime; and 

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Justice Assistance requires a Memorandum of Understanding 

between St. Louis County and the City of Duluth for acceptance of the grant. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

Memorandum of Understanding with the City of Duluth and acceptance of the 2012 

Justice Assistance Grant in the amount of $42,370, to be accounted for in Fund 100, 

Agency 129999, Grant 12915, Year 2012. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate 

county officials to sign any associated contract documents. 

Adopted September 11, 2012. No. 12-498 

 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Forest Service has made available Title III funding for St. Louis 

County to carry out Firewise Communities activities; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office will enhance its preparation for 

wildland fires and emergency response as a result of this funding.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

Sheriff’s Office to use Title III funding for authorized Firewise Communities activities.   
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RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the Sheriff and 

appropriate county staff to expend these funds in compliance with the terms of the grant 

contract. 

Adopted September 11, 2012. No. 12-499 

 

BY COMMISSIONER O’NEIL: 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota has secured through a 2012 special legislative Disaster 

Relief Session funds in the amount of $125,000 for St. Louis County to meet the needs of 

homeless households due to the natural flood disaster of June 2012; and  

WHEREAS, funds are restricted to Family Homeless Prevention & Assistance Program 

(FHPAP) eligible households, which will be specified by a simple assessment, retroactive 

to June 19, 2012, and must also be made available to flood victims who may have already 

moved outside of affected areas. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves an 

amendment to the current Minnesota Housing & Finance Agency, Family Homelessness 

Prevention and Assistance Program contract for an increase of $125,000 for the contract 

period of July 1, 2011, to June 30, 2013, in order to begin assisting households impacted 

by the June 2012 floods. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate 

county officials to execute contract amendments with the Salvation Army and the 

Arrowhead Economic Opportunity Agency to deliver services funded by these Special 

Disaster Relief Session funds to FHPAP eligible households, such contract amendments to 

be paid from 230-232001-607200-23204-99999999-2011. 

Budget Reference: 

230-232001-530701-23204-99999999-2011 Revenue 

230-232001-607200-23204-99999999-2011 Expense 

Unanimously adopted September 11, 2012. No. 12-500 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Laws 1995, Chapter 47, authorizes the county to pool unorganized 

town road levies pursuant to Minn. Stat. §163.06. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board, acting on 

behalf of unorganized townships for the purpose of road and bridge maintenance and 

construction, adopts and certifies a maximum levy of $930,000 for the year 2013 to be 

levied only in such unorganized townships. 

Unanimously adopted September 11, 2012. No. 12-501 

 

BY COMMISSIONER RAUKAR: 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) must 

establish a maximum proposed property tax levy and have this amount certified by the St. 

Louis County Board by September 15, 2012. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board certifies the 

HRA maximum property tax levy for 2013 in the amount of $208,940. 

Unanimously adopted September 11, 2012. No. 12-502 

 

BY COMMISSIONER RAUKAR: 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board must establish a maximum proposed property tax 

levy and have this amount certified to the County Auditor by the St. Louis County Board 

by September 15, 2012. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board certifies the 

maximum property tax levy for 2013 in the amount of $111,669,173. 

Yeas – Commissioners Jewell, O’Neil, Forsman, Sweeney, and Raukar – 5 

Nays – Commissioners Dahlberg and Chair Nelson - 2 
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Adopted September 11, 2012. No. 12-502 

 

At 12:03 p.m., September 11, 2012, Commissioner Jewell, supported by Commissioner 

Raukar, moved to adjourn; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON SEPTEMBER 25, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 25th day 

of September, 2012, at 9:37 a.m., in the Historic Miner’s Dry, Ely, Minnesota, with the 

following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris Dahlberg, 

Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson - 7.  Absent:  None. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor U.S. troops serving throughout the world 

and their families as well as all persons adversely affected by war, followed by the pledge of 

allegiance. 

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting allowing Ely Mayor Roger Skraba to address the Board.  

Mayor Skraba gave thanks to the Board for their support on the Mesabi Trail and with the 

rehabilitation of Historic Miner’s Dry.   

 

Chair Nelson then opened the meeting to persons who wanted to address the Board concerning 

issues not on the agenda and the following chose to do so.  

 

Diana Muravitz, Ely, MN, asked the Board to explain their authority as County 

Commissioners as it relates to the proposed resolution in opposition to proposed “Recognition 

of Marriage” constitutional amendment.  

 

Mitch Lind, Embarrass, MN, brought forth concerns on the timeframe of construction on 

County Highway 21 and the accountability for vehicle damages due to ungraded roads.    

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to approve the consent 

agenda. The motion passed; seven yeas, zero nays.  

 

Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner Jewell, moved to suspend the rules.  The 

motion passed; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner Forsman, moved to approve the request to 

approve up to $65,000 for the St. Louis County Promotional Bureau to close out 2012 Camp 

Esquagama operating expenses and to cover camp maintenance expenses through December 

2012.  Administrator Gray said that the request needed approval to address billing issues and 

that a request for proposal was released to identify a stable leadership model for Camp 

Esquagama.  After further discussion, the motion passed; seven yeas, zero nays.  Resolution 

No. 12-519. 

The following Board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

Board meeting: 

Applications for lawful gambling licenses for the year 2012.—59511 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner, and Donald 

Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting Board Letter No. 12-352, State Tax Forfeited Land Use 

Lease – Friends of Sax-Zim Bog.—59512 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, submitting Board Letter No. 12-354, Amendment to 



PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

298 

 
Federal Railroad Administration Grant Contract between MnDOT and St. Louis County – Rail 

Alliance Environmental Study (NLX Project).—59513 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, and Mark Rubin, 

County Attorney, submitting Board Letter No. 12-357, Establish Public Hearing to Consider 

Allegations of Liquor Law Violation – The Other Place Bar and Grill (Rice Lake 

Township).—59514 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, and Mark Rubin, 

County Attorney, submitting Board Letter No. 12-358, Establish Public Hearing to Consider 

Allegations of Liquor Law Violation – Silver Fox Lodge (Gnesen Township).—59515 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner – Land and 

Minerals, submitting Board Letter No. 12-361, Reduced Tort Liability Requirements for 

Timber Sale and Aggregate Contracts.—59516 

Project Contract No. 4979-1 between the County of St. Louis and Restoration Systems, Inc., 

Chaska, Minnesota, for St. Louis County Courthouse Cornice Repair/Sloped Roof.—12-731 

St. Louis County Jail Medical Services Agreement between St. Louis County and MEnD 

Correctional Care, LLC, Rogers, Minnesota, for the term October 1, 2012, through September 

30, 2014.—12-732 

Agreement for Purchase of Services between the County of St. Louis and Oneida Realty 

Company for strategic direction, property management and operation/administration of the St. 

Louis County Heritage & Arts Center (the Depot) for the term July 1, 2012, through June 30, 

2017.—12-733 

Court Data Services Subscriber Amendment to Criminal Justice Data Communications 

Network (CJDN) Subscriber Agreement with the State of Minnesota, Dept. of Public Safety, 

Bureau of Criminal Apprehension.—12-734 

County-State Aid Highway (CSAH) Project Contract between the County of St. Louis and 

Northland Constructors of Duluth, LLC, for reclamation, aggregate base, plant mixed 

bituminous surface and aggregate shouldering on Skyline Parkway and CSAH 89 (Highland 

Street) SAP 69-030-023(low); SAP 69-691-026, CP 165094.—12-735 

Addendum to Purchase Agreement, No. 13074M, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Range Center, Inc. (CCSA).—12-736 

Addendum to Purchase Agreement, No. 12552L, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Trillium Services, Inc. (SILS).—12-737 

Addendum to Purchase Agreement, No. 13063L, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and CHOICE, Unlimited – OPTIONS (CCSA).—12-738 

Addendum to Purchase Agreement, No. 13061L, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and CHOICE, Unlimited – CHOICE (CCSA).—12-739 
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Addendum to Purchase Agreement, No. 13083L, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Homes, Inc. (SILS) – Hibbing.—12-740 

Addendum to Purchase Agreement, No. 130084L, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Homes, Inc. (SILS) – Virginia.—12-741 

Addendum to Purchase Agreement, No. 13078L, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Pinewood-Duluth, Inc. (CCSA).—12-742 

Addendum to Purchase Agreement, No. 13065L, between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and East Range Developmental Achievement Center, Inc. (CCSA).—12-743 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and Constellation Justice 

Systems, Inc., a CourtView Justice Solutions, Inc., company to design, develop, and 

implement new interface between Shield RMS/JMS and CJIIN Field Based Reporting solution 

hosted by Dakota County, Minnesota (software).—12-744 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and LHB Corporation, 

Duluth, MN, for design services for the reconstruction of County Bridge 17 along County 

Road 290 in Duluth Township (CP 161400).—12-745 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and LHB Corporation, 

Duluth, MN, for design services for the reconstruction of County Bridge 24 on CSAH 37 in 

Lakewood Township (CP 161399).—12-746 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and Ulland 

Brothers, Cloquet, MN, for culvert replacement on CSAH 65 and UT 8172 in Unorganized 

Township 60-19 (MP 65-149176(low); MP 8172-152393).—12-747 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and RJS 

Construction Group, LLC, for concrete culvert removal, bituminous paving and construction 

of a box culvert on CSAH 91 (Haines Rd.) near Skyline Parkway in the City of Duluth (SAP 

69-030-023(low); SAP 69-691-025, CP 165106).—12-748 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract No. 14988 between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Center for Independent Living of Northeastern 

Minnesota.—12-749 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract No. 14688D between 

the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and River Hill Assisted Living, Inc.—12-750 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract No. 14573C between 

the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Covenant Enabling Residences of 

Minnesota, Inc.—12-751 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51410 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Kevin G. Miles d/b/a Victorian House.—12-752 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51396 between the St. Louis County Board 
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of Commissioners and Covenant Enabling Residents of Minnesota, Inc. (Our Place A).—12-

753 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51397 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Covenant Enabling Residents of Minnesota, Inc. (Our Place B).—12-

754 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51399 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Covenant Enabling Residents of Minnesota, Inc. (1625 North Place).—

12-755 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51398 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Covenant Enabling Residents of Minnesota, Inc. (1623 North Place).—

12-756 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51417 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Heartland Homes of Duluth - #3 Faribault.—12-757 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51420 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Heartland Homes of Duluth – Morningside.—12-758 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51419 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Heartland Homes of Duluth – Morris Thomas.—12-759 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51418 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Heartland Homes of Duluth - #1 Peabody.—12-760 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51391 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and S.A.F.E. Harbor Homes – Depot.—12-761 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51392 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and S.A.F.E. Harbor Homes – Vinland.—12-762 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51411 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Solid Foundations of Minnesota.—12-763 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51388 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and St. Ann’s Residence.—12-764 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51412 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Third Avenue Hotel.—12-765 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51324 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Chestnut Grove East.—12-766 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51325 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Chestnut Grove North.—12-767 
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Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51326 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Chestnut Grove South.—12-768 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51327 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Chestnut Grove West.—12-769 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51328 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Hillcrest Alice North.—12-770 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51329 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Hillcrest Alice South.—12-771 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51330 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Hillcrest Oaks.—12-772 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51331 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Hillcrest Parkside North.—12-773 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51332 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Hillcrest Parkside South.—12-774 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51333 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Hillcrest Terrace Adams.—12-775 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51334 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Hillcrest Terrace of Chisholm.—12-776 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51335 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Hillcrest Terrace of Hibbing.—12-777 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51336 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Hillcrest Terrace Suites.—12-778 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51409 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Possibilities Plus – Vinland.—12-779 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51408 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Possibilities Plus – Piedmont.—12-780 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51407 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Possibilities Plus – Grand Avenue.—12-781 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51251 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – 85th Avenue.—12-782 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51252 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – 93rd Avenue.—12-783 
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Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51253 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Alder.—12-784 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51254 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Anderson.—12-785 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51255 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Apartment A & B.—12-786 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51256 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Apartment C.—12-787 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51257 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Basswood.—12-788 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51258 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Blackman 224.—12-789 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51259 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Blackman 3011.—12-790 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51260 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Calvary.—12-791 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51261 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Carlson.—12-792 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51262 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Cook Lake.—12-793 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51263 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – East 4th Street.—12-794 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51264 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Fredenberg #1 AFC.—12-795 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51265 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Fredenberg #2 RCS.—12-796 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51266 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Hanford.—12-797 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51267 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Highland.—12-798 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51268 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Highway House.—12-799 
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Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51269 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Hillside 926.—12-800 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51270 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Kenroy.—12-801 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51271 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Lavaque.—12-802 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51272 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Leicester.—12-803 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51273 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Lemon.—12-804 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51274 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Lindahl.—12-805 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51275 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Maxwell.—12-806 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51276 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Medin 3380.—12-807 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51277 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Medin 3386.—12-808 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51278 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Mud Lake.—12-809 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51279 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Munger Shaw.—12-810 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51280 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Oakley.—12-811 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51281 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Piedmont.—12-812 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51282 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Quince.—12-813 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51283 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Saginaw.—12-814 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51284 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Samuelson.—12-815 
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Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51285 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Shelby.—12-816 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51286 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Woodrich.—12-817 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51287 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and TBI – Wren.—12-818 

Addendum to Purchase Agreement No. 13076M between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and UDAC, Inc. (CCSA) extending the termination date to June 30, 2013.—

12-819 

Addendum to Purchase Agreement No. 13067L between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Floodwood Services and Training, Inc. (CCSA) extending the termination 

date to June 30, 2013.—12-820 

Addendum to Contract No. 20956 between the St. Louis County Board and the City of Duluth 

for Supported Work extending the end date from June 30, 2012, to September 30, 2012.—12-

821 

Upon motion by Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, resolutions 

numbered 12-504 through 12-518, as submitted to this Board on the consent agenda, were 

unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners for the meeting of September 4, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted September 25, 2012. No. 12-504 

 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners for the meeting of September 11, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted September 25, 2012. No. 12-505 

 

WHEREAS, the state tax forfeited parcels described below are currently included in an 

established memorial forest: 

 N ½ OF SW ¼ EX N ½ OF S ½ & EX N ½ & LOT 6, SECTION 6, 

 TOWNSHIP 52 NORTH, RANGE 19 WEST 

 TOWN OF NESS 

 PARCEL CODE: 470-0010-00940 

 LAKE UPHAM MEMORIAL FOREST 

 

 SW ¼ OF SE ¼, SECTION 10, TOWNSHIP 52 NORTH, RANGE 17 WEST 

 TOWN OF NEW INDEPENDENCE 

 PARCEL CODE: 475-0010-01630 

 LAKE UPHAM MEMORIAL FOREST 

 

 GOV LOT 2, SECTION 5, TOWNSHIP 53 NORTH, RANGE 16 WEST 

 UNORGANIZED 53-16 

 PARCEL CODE: 673-0010-00700 

 ISLAND LAKE MEMORIAL FOREST  
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WHEREAS, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 459.06, Subd. 3, state tax forfeited land which has 

been included in an established memorial forest and found more suitable for other 

purposes may, by resolution of the County Board, be withdrawn from the forest for 

disposal if the Commissioner of Natural Resources approves the sale of such land; and  

WHEREAS, the state tax forfeited parcels described above are more suitable for purposes 

other than forest management and have been approved for sale by the Commissioner of 

Natural Resources.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the state tax forfeited parcels described 

above shall be withdrawn from Lake Upham and Island Lake Memorial Forests. 

Adopted September 25, 2012. No. 12-506 

 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Stat.  § 282.04, Subd. 1(d), authorizes the County Auditor, as 

directed by the County Board, to lease state tax forfeited land to individuals, corporations 

or organized subdivisions of the state for temporary uses at such prices and under such 

terms as the County Board may prescribe; and 

WHEREAS, the Friends of Sax-Zim Bog has requested to lease one acre of state tax 

forfeited land in the SE ¼ of the NE ¼, Section 22, Township 54 North, Range 19 West, 

for a visitor center and parking lot for birding and recreational purposes; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Land and Minerals Department has reviewed the request 

and recommends a lease fee of $800 per year for a ten year term. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

County Auditor to lease one acre of state tax forfeited land to the Friends of Sax-Zim Bog 

for a visitor center and parking lot, under the terms and conditions set forth in a lease 

agreement, for a lease fee of $800 per year for a ten (10) year term, revenues to be 

deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted September 25, 2012. No. 12-507 

 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 7(a), provides that the sale of state tax forfeited 

lands located in a home rule charter or statutory city, or in a town, which cannot be 

improved because of noncompliance with local ordinances may be sold if the County 

Auditor determines that a non-public sale will encourage the approval of sale by the city or 

town and promote its return to the tax rolls; and  

WHEREAS, the following described tax forfeited parcel cannot be improved because the 

property consists of undivided interest in land: 

 UNDIVIDED ½ INTEREST OF SW ¼ OF NW ¼  

 SECTION 12, TOWNSHIP 55 NORTH, RANGE 20 WEST 

 TOWN OF LAVELL 

 PARCEL CODE: 420-0030-01880 

 APPRAISED VALUE: $16,000 

WHEREAS, the County Auditor has determined that a non-public sale to other owners of 

undivided interest will encourage the approval of the sale and promote its return to the tax 

rolls; and  

WHEREAS, the parcel of land has been classified as non-conservation land pursuant to 

Minn. Stat. § 282.01; and  

WHEREAS, the parcel of land which borders public waters has been approved for private 

sale pursuant to Laws of Minnesota 2011, Chapter 98, Section 26.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

sale of state tax forfeited land described above, and the County Auditor is authorized to 

offer the parcel at private sale to other owners of undivided interest, with proceeds from 

the sale to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Land Commissioner shall give at least 30 days notice of 

the sale to the other owners of undivided interest in the land. 

Adopted September 25, 2012. No. 12-508 
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RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county officials to 

execute an amendment to Minnesota Department of Transportation Agreement No. 94577 

extending the contract expiration date to January 30, 2013. 

Adopted September 25, 2012. No. 12-509 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the applications for abatements, 

correction of assessed valuations and taxes plus penalty and interest, and any additional 

accrual, identified in County Board File No. 59401. 

Adopted September 25, 2012. No. 12-510 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 349.213, Subd. 2, the St. Louis County Board 

hereby approves the following Lawful Gambling License Application (raffle), on file in the 

office of the County Auditor, identified as County Board File No. 59511, for the following 

organization: 

Gnesen Volunteer Fire Department, 4504 Datka Road, Duluth, MN,  55803, to conduct 

off-site gambling on October 22, 2012, raffle, at Gnesen Town Hall, 4011 West Pioneer 

Road, Duluth, Minnesota, 55803, Gnesen Township. 

Adopted September 25, 2012. No. 12-511 

 

RESOLVED, that a public hearing will be held at 9:40 a.m. on Tuesday, October 9, 2012, 

in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, for the consideration of liquor law 

violation allegations, sale to minor on July 27, 2012, and if proven, the suspension or 

revocation of the liquor licenses issued to Ballz Deep, Inc., d/b/a The Other Place Bar and 

Grill, Rice Lake Township, and/or the imposition of civil penalties for the violation. 

Adopted September 25, 2012. No. 12-512 

 

RESOLVED, that a public hearing will be held at 9:45 a.m. on Tuesday, October 9, 2012, 

in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, for the consideration of liquor law 

violation allegations, and if proven, the suspension or revocation of the liquor licenses 

issued to Vernon Skoglund d/b/a Silver Fox Lodge, Gnesen Township, and/or the 

imposition of civil penalties for the violation. 

Adopted September 25, 2012. No. 12-513 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County master space plan for the Duluth area offices has been 

in place since 1995 with the Government Services Center (GSC) being the primary site for 

consolidation of county provided services; and 

WHEREAS, State of Minnesota tenants have vacated the building and the next phase of 

the master space plan is to develop construction and bid documents for the GSC 

remodeling project as the basis for the most accurate bond amount possible; and 

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Division solicited proposals in December 2011; and 

WHEREAS, the design team offering the best product/service at the best value was 

Perkins & Will of Minneapolis, Minnesota, Krech-Ojard & Associates of Duluth, 

Minnesota, and Gausman & Moore Engineers of Duluth, Minnesota. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into a Phase II contract with Perkins & Will of 

Minneapolis, Minnesota, for design-development for the Duluth GSC infrastructure 

replacement and general remodeling project in the amount of $827,000, payable from Fund 

100, Agency 104005, to be reimbursed by the associated bond sale proceeds. 

Adopted September 25, 2012. No. 12-514 

 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 466.04 establishes the maximum tort liability for municipalities 

on claims arising on or after January 1, 2009, at $500,000 per individual claim and $1.5 

million per occurrence for any number of claims arising out of a single occurrence on or 
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after July 1, 2009; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board has determined that it is in the best interest of the 

county to establish a policy with respect to tort liability insurance requirements for timber 

sales and aggregate contractors; and 

WHEREAS, the County Board feels it is necessary to provide adequate opportunity so that 

representatives of the Minnesota timber industry contractors may petition the state 

legislature for relief from the maximum tort liability insurance requirements.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board establishes 

that all timber sale and aggregate contracts requiring tort liability insurance shall include 

proof of insurance in the amount currently purchased by the contractor but not less than 

$300,000 per individual claim and $1 million for any number of claims arising out of a 

single occurrence, effective immediately. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that this tort liability insurance requirement shall be the policy of 

the St. Louis County Board until such time as representatives of the Minnesota timber 

industry contractors are successful in receiving relief from the state legislature from the 

maximum tort liability insurance requirements established in Minn. Stat. § 466.04.  

Adopted September 25, 2012. No. 12-515 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to Ordinance No. 28, Section 11, Subdivision 11.06, 

authorization is hereby approved for the following application to sell/serve outside the 

designated serving area of the county liquor license, as per application on file in the office 

of the County Auditor, identified as County Board File No. 59385: 

Breeze Inn Duluth, LLC d/b/a The Breeze Inn, Lakewood Township, September 29 

and 30, 2012. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent on Lakewood Township 

approval. 

Adopted September 25, 2012. No. 12-516 

 

RESOLVED, that the workers’ compensation report of claims by employees for work-

related injuries, dated September 7, 2012, on file in the office of the County Auditor, 

identified as County Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from 

Fund 730, Agency 730001. 

Adopted September 25, 2012. No. 12-517 

 

RESOLVED, that the recommendations of the Finance Committee for payment of claims 

and bills against the County of St. Louis, on file in the office of the County Auditor, 

identified as County Board File No. 59440, are hereby approved and the County Auditor 

shall issue checks in the following amounts: 

 

AUGUST 2012 

100  General Fund  $7,470,780.29 

148 Volunteer Fire Departments 21,044.76 

149 Personnel Service Fund 859.04 

150  Sheriff's Nemesis Fund Group  75,447.97 

160 MN Trail Assistance 33,593.94 

167 Attorney’s Forfeitures 315.28 

168 Sheriff’s State Forfeitures 1,295.98 

169 Attorney Trust Accounts-VW 1,195.47 

173 Emergency Shelter Grant 4,741.33 

179 Enhanced 9-1-1 8,607.24 

180  Law Library  31,945.68 

183 City/County Communications   359.60 

184  Extension Service   49,532.54 
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200  Public Works 6,490,434.16 

210 Road Maint – Unorg Townships 227.72 

220  State Road Aid  5,170,665.34 

225 PW – June 2012 Flood 2,177,424.00 

230  Public Health & Human Services  7,275,533.41 

240  Forfeited Tax  549,904.24 

260  CDBG Grant  331,022.71 

270  Home Grant    62,149.78 

290 Forest Resources 895.80 

400 County Facilities 209,963.40 

402 Depreciation Reserve Fund 125,049.39 

405 Public Works Building Const 74,464.26 

438 2008B Capital Improvement Bond 115,734.70 

439 2010A Capital Improvement Bond      556,584.16 

600  Environmental Services  854,632.44 

616  On-Site Waste Water Division   52,118.19 

640 Plat Books 27,535.68 

715  County Garage  129,959.49 

720  Property Casualty Liability   200,720.04 

730  Workers Compensation  253,816.29 

770 Retired Employees Health Ins 622.18 

826 Taconite Production Tax 5,244,666.00 

900  State of Minnesota  2,356,348.83 

902  Courts  382,760.66 

907 Special Taxes 26,121.54 

908 Cities and Towns Taxes 983,810.83 

909  Tax Refunds    82,811.27 

910 School Districts Taxes 1,552,977.79 

925  Arrowhead Regional Corrections  1,974,546.11 

955  Community Health Board  208,345.38 

985  Collective Local Collaborative    61,591.07 

989  Regional Railroad Authority  145,806.18 

990 Northern Cities Land Use 879.33 

992 Permits to Carry – Firearms 4,610.00 

998  MPL-DUL Train Alliance              39,877.97 

  $45,424,329.46 

Adopted September 25, 2012. No. 12-518 

 

BY COMMISSIONER RAUKAR: 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County owns Camp Esquagama to serve the youth of the county; 

and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County contracts with the St. Louis County Promotional Bureau to 

operate Camp Esquagama; and 

WHEREAS, Camp Esquagama is in a period of transition in its service model with the 

ultimate goal of self-sufficiency; and 

WHEREAS, 2012 Camp Esquagama operations and maintenance costs require additional 

funding. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves up to 

$65,000 to be issued to the St. Louis County Promotional Bureau for the purpose of 

closing out 2012 camp operating expenses and to cover camp maintenance expenses 

through December 2012.  Funding is the General Fund Balance, Fund 100. 

Unanimously adopted September 25, 2012. No. 12-519 
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At 10:00 a.m., September 25, 2012, Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner 

Raukar, moved to adjourn; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor)  

 



   

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

 

OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 

OCTOBER, 2012 

 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON OCTOBER 2, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 2nd day 

of October, 2012, at 9:34 a.m., in the County Boardroom, Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, 

with the following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris 

Dahlberg, Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson - 7.  Absent:  

None. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who protect and serve our 

communities and those who protect our freedoms, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to persons who wanted to address the Board concerning 

issues not on the agenda and no one chose to do so. 

 

Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, moved to approve the consent 

agenda. The consent agenda was then approved; seven yeas, zero nays.  

 

Jewell/Raukar moved to consider a resolution in opposition to the proposed “Recognition of 

Marriage” amendment to the Minnesota Constitution.  Commissioner Dahlberg said that he 

would not be supporting the resolution and that there should be more discipline of knowing 

what issues should be brought before the County Board.  Commissioner Forsman agreed with 

Commissioner Dahlberg and said that this resolution was not a St. Louis County issue.  

Commissioner Raukar said that the resolution does not tell the public how to vote on the issue 

and that the proposed amendment is a wedge issue that divides residents rather than unites 

them.   

 

Chair Nelson then allowed citizens to address the Board regarding the motion of the proposed 

resolution.  At this time, eleven members of the public chose to address the Board expressing 

their personal opinions on both the amendment and on the roles of County Commissioners in 

representing their constituents.   

 

Commissioner O’Neil notified the Board of a website called ‘Project 515’ which categorized 

the 515 state law limitations for same sex couples.  Commissioner O’Neil read through some 

of the limitations and identified some that relate to County issues such as property taxes.  

After lengthy discussion, a roll call vote was conducted and the motion passed; four yeas, three 

nays - Commissioners Dahlberg, Forsman, and Chair Nelson. Resolution No. 12-529. 

 

The following Board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

Board meeting: 
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Kevin Gray, County Administrator, Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, and Mark Rubin, 

County Attorney, submitting Board Letter No. 12-367, Establish a Public Hearing to Consider 

Allegations of Liquor Law Violation – Bayview Lodge (Greenwood Township).—59517 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, and Mark Rubin, 

County Attorney, submitting Board Letter No. 12-368, Establish a Public Hearing to Consider 

Imposing the Remainder of Penalties for Liquor Law Violation – Bayview Lodge (Greenwood 

Township).—59518 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, submitting Board Letter No. 12-364, Advertising for 

Applicants to the Arrowhead Library System Board.—59519 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, submitting Board Letter No. 12-369, Resolution in 

Opposition to Proposed “Recognition of Marriage” Constitutional Amendment.—59520 

 

Keith Carlson submitting Minnesota Inter-County Association (MICA) End of 2012 Session 

Report and 2013 Outlook.—59521 

 

St. Louis County On-Line Software Subscriber Agreement between the County of St. Louis 

and ProSource Technologies, Inc.—12-822 

 

St. Louis County On-Line Software Subscriber Agreement between the County of St. Louis 

and Joseph M. Kalmon.—12-823 

 

Service Contract No. 5043-A between the County of St. Louis and Edwards Oil, Inc., Virginia, 

Minnesota, for tankwagon transport deliveries of gasohol, fuel oil and diesel fuel for the period 

October 1, 2012, through September 30, 2013.—12-824 

 

Service Contract No. 5043-B between the County of St. Louis and Como Oil & Propane, 

Duluth, Minnesota, for tankwagon transport deliveries of gasohol, fuel oil and diesel fuel for 

the period October 1, 2012, through September 30, 2013.—12-825 

 

Service Contract No. 5043-C between the County of St. Louis and Davis Oil, Inc., Grand 

Rapids, Minnesota, for tankwagon transport deliveries of gasohol, fuel oil and diesel fuel for 

the period October 1, 2012, through September 30, 2013.—12-826 

 

Service Contract No. 5043-D between the County of St. Louis and Inter City Oil Company, 

Inc. (ICO), Duluth, Minnesota, for tankwagon transport deliveries of gasohol, fuel oil and 

diesel fuel for the period October 1, 2012, through September 30, 2013.—12-827 

 

Service Contract No. 5043-E between the County of St. Louis and Petroleum Traders Corp., 

Fort Wayne, Indiana, for tankwagon transport deliveries of gasohol, fuel oil and diesel fuel for 

the period October 1, 2012, through September 30, 2013.—12-828 

 

Service Contract No. 5043-F between the County of St. Louis and C & B Warehouse, 

Virginia, Minnesota, for tankwagon transport deliveries of gasohol, fuel oil and diesel fuel for 

the period October 1, 2012, through September 30, 2013.—12-829 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, resolutions 

numbered 12-520 through 12-528, as submitted to this Board on the consent agenda, were 

unanimously adopted as follows: 
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BY COMMISSIONER O’NEIL: 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.241 provides that state tax forfeited land may be repurchased 

by the previous owner subject to payment of delinquent taxes and assessments, with penalties, 

costs, and interest; and 

WHEREAS, Daniel Dick of Brooklyn Park, MN, and Donald Heim of Orr, MN, have applied 

to repurchase state tax forfeited land legally described as:  

 THAT PART OF SE ¼ OF SE ¼ LYING NORTH AND EAST OF RY                

 Section 4, Township 54 North, Range 16 West 

 Town of Cotton 

 Parcel Code:  305-0010-00685 

WHEREAS, the applicants were the owners of record at the time of forfeiture and are eligible 

to repurchase the property; and 

WHEREAS, approving the repurchase will correct undue hardship and promote the use of 

lands that will best serve the public interest.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

repurchase application by Daniel Dick of Brooklyn Park, MN, and Donald Heim of Orr, MN, 

on file in County Board File No. 59398, subject to payments including total taxes and 

assessments of $566.56, service fee of $114, deed tax of $1.87, deed fee of $25, and recording 

fee of $46; for a total of $753.43, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted October 2, 2012. No. 12-520 

 

WHEREAS, Arrowhead Township has requested to purchase the following described state tax 

forfeited land for the appraised value of $5,000, plus fees, for use as a public park: 

Legal:  ELY 375 FT OF GOVT LOT 1 LYING S OF RY RT OF WAY 

Section 27, Township 51 North, Range 19 West                                

Township:  Arrowhead 

Parcel Code:  225-0070-00017 

Acres:  4.18 

 LDKEY:  70916 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1(a), authorizes the sale of state tax forfeited land to 

an organized governmental subdivision for any public purpose for which the subdivision is 

authorized to acquire property; and 

WHEREAS, this parcel of land has been classified as non-conservation land pursuant to Minn. 

Stat. § 282.01; and 

WHEREAS, this parcel of land is not withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 85.012, 

92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8; and other statutes that require the withholding of state tax forfeited 

lands from sale. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the sale 

of state tax forfeited land, as described, to Arrowhead Township for the price of $5,000, plus 

the following fees: 3% assurance fee of $150, deed fee of $25, deed tax of $16.50, recording 

fee of $46, and appraisal fee of $500; for a total of $5,737.50, to be deposited into Fund 240 

(Forfeited Tax Fund). 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Auditor shall offer for sale at public 

auction the state tax forfeited land described here if the township of Arrowhead does not 

purchase the land by December 31, 2012. 

Adopted October 2, 2012. No. 12-521 

 

RESOLVED, that the appraisal reports for the sale of timber to be offered at PUBLIC 

TIMBER AUCTION, Tracts 1 through 34 (totaling $701,511.06), as submitted by the Land 

Commissioner, on file in the office of the County Auditor identified as County Board File No. 

59391, are approved and the County Auditor is authorized to carry out the recommendations 

as listed in said appraisal reports. 

Adopted October 2, 2012. No. 12-522 
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RESOLVED, that a public hearing will be held at 9:40 a.m. on Tuesday, October 23, 2012, in 

the Virginia City Hall, Virginia, Minnesota, for the consideration of a liquor law violation 

allegation, sale to minor, on April 12, 2012, and if proven, the suspension or revocation of the 

liquor licenses issued to Vermilion Ventures, LLC d/b/a Bayview Lodge, Greenwood 

Township, and/or the imposition of civil penalties for the violation. 

Adopted October 2, 2012. No. 12-523 

 

RESOLVED, that a public hearing will be held at 9:45 a.m. on Tuesday, October 23, 2012, in 

the Virginia City Hall, Virginia, Minnesota, for the consideration of imposition of the 

remaining suspension and civil penalties for liquor law violation allegations, predicated on the 

violation of the no same or similar condition due to sale to a minor on April 12, 2012, and if 

proven, the imposition of the remaining seven (7) day suspension and $700.00 civil penalty 

previously ordered against Vermilion Ventures, LLC d/b/a Bayview Lodge, Greenwood 

Township. 

Adopted October 2, 2012. No. 12-524 

 

RESOLVED, that the workers’ compensation report of claims by employees for work-related 

injuries, dated September 21, 2012, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from Fund 730, 

Agency 730001. 

Adopted October 2, 2012. No. 12-525 

 

WHEREAS, the recent merger of the Arrowhead Library System and the North Country 

Library Cooperative has resulted in a new contract agreement with participating counties; and  

WHEREAS, under the new operating agreement, as a participating member county, St. Louis 

County is required to appoint three (3) members to the ALS Board of Directors; and 

WHEREAS, the position currently held by Ms. Teresa Dawson of Duluth, Minnesota, will 

expire on December 31, 2012, and Ms. Dawson has reached the maximum number of terms 

allowed by state statute. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

authorizes the County Auditor to advertise for applications seeking a Duluth resident to be 

appointed to the Arrowhead Library System Board of Directors from January 1, 2013, through 

December 31, 2015. 

Adopted October 2, 2012. No. 12-526 

 

WHEREAS, the Department of Homeland Security has made funding available to the Port of 

Duluth/Superior under the FY 2009 Port Security Grant Program; and 

WHEREAS, the Tritech Hammerhead Scanning Sonar from Subsea Technologies, Inc., of 

Katy, Texas, is a precision search tool that will integrate existing technologies currently 

employed by the Sheriff’s Office. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

expenditure of $54,150 ($50,666 plus $3,484 Minnesota tax) for the purchase of stationary 

scanning sonar and positioning equipment from Subsea Technologies, Inc., of Katy, Texas, to 

be accounted for in Fund 100, Agency 129999, Grant 12938, Year 2012 and the required 

match of $18,050 ($16,889 plus $1,161 Minnesota tax), to be accounted for in Fund 100, 

Agency 129003, Object 643200. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to sign any associated contract documents. 

Adopted October 2, 2012. No. 12-527 

 

WHEREAS, the Federal Communications Commission has mandated that public safety 

communications systems must meet new standards for narrowband compliance by 2013; and 
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WHEREAS, on November 9, 2010, by Resolution No. 10-531, the St. Louis County Board 

authorized the Sheriff’s Office to transition county radio systems to the state-wide Allied 

Radio Matrix for Emergency Response (ARMER) radio system; and  

WHEREAS, the infrastructure and equipment is available from Motorola Solutions, Inc., on 

the State of Minnesota contract.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

purchase of the Archive Interface Server from Motorola, Inc., not to exceed $68,000, to be 

funded in Enhanced 911 Fund 179, Agency 179001, Object 665900.  

Adopted October 2, 2012. No. 12-528 

 

BY COMMISSIONER JEWELL: 

WHEREAS, in 2011 the Minnesota State Legislature voted to include the following question 

on the election ballot in November 2012: "Shall the Minnesota Constitution be amended to 

provide that only a union of one man and one woman shall be valid or recognized as a 

marriage in Minnesota?"; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed amendment would add a new Section 13 to the Minnesota 

Constitution stating: "Only a union of one man and one woman shall be valid or recognized as 

a marriage in Minnesota”; and 

WHEREAS, constitutions historically have been designed and interpreted to protect minorities 

from the arbitrary imposition of unjust barriers by the majority; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed amendment would be contrary to the purpose of the Minnesota 

Constitution to protect the rights, privileges and freedom of conscience of all citizens by 

withholding from some individuals and families important legal rights and obligations; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board acknowledges and is committed to the importance of 

equality for all residents and citizens. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

in principle, hereby goes on record in opposition to the proposed constitutional amendment 

entitled "Recognition of Marriage Solely Between One Man and One Woman”. 

Yeas – Commissioners Jewell, O’Neil, Sweeney, and Raukar – 4 

Nays – Commissioners Dahlberg, Forsman, and Chair Nelson – 3 

Adopted October 2, 2012. No. 12-529 

 

At 11:40 a.m., October 2, 2012, Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner 

Raukar, moved to adjourn; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 



PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

315 

 

 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON OCTOBER 9, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 9th day 

of October, 2012, at 9:35 a.m., in the County Boardroom, Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, 

with the following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris 

Dahlberg, Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson - 7.  Absent:  

None. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who protect and serve our 

communities and those who protect our freedoms, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

A formal recognition of St. Louis County staff for their efforts during and after the June 2012 

flood event was held.  A video titled “When the Impossible Happens”, created by James 

Foldesi, Public Works Director and read by Jim Gangl of Public Health and Human Services, 

was presented.  Public Works Director James Foldesi gave a brief demonstration of the 

construction viewer tool used for flood project management.   

 

Commissioner O’Neil recognized the following St. Louis County staff: 

 

Public Health and Human Services: Jim Gangl. IT Department: Jason Wefel, Clarence Manz, 

Ouitdee Carson, Dylan Roy, Mike Welch, Darrell Bjerklie, Cheryl Van Guilder and Dan 

Bergerson. Planning Department: Darren Jablonsky, David Yapel, Lea Berwall, Bruce Grohn, 

Andrea Grygo and Jeff Storlie. Assessor’s Office: Rodella LaFreniere, Donna House and 

Margaret Dunsmore.  Land and Minerals Department: Jim Polzin, Mark Pannkuk, Conrad 

Sund, Scott Spicer, Tom Zeisler, Stacy Melcher, Jason Meyer and Bill Hakala. Public Works:  

Inga Foster.  Environmental Services:  Gary Bergquist. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney gave each recipient a star ornament as a Customer Service Award.   

 

Commissioner O’Neil said that on October 10, 2012, at 2:00 p.m., another recognition event 

will be held at the Public Safety Building.  Then on October 11, 2012, at noon, a barbeque will 

be held at the Public Works Department in Pike Lake, MN, to thank the Public Works staff for 

their efforts during the flood event.  

 

Commissioner O’Neil also recognized those St. Louis County residents who are still deeply 

affected by the flood and said recovery is still very much a work in progress. 

 

Chair Nelson called for a recess at 10:25 a.m.  The Board reconvened 10:32 a.m. 

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to persons who wanted to address the Board concerning 

issues not on the agenda and no one chose to do so. 

 

Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to approve the consent 

agenda. The consent agenda was then approved; seven yeas, zero nays.  

 

At 10:33 a.m., a public hearing was conducted pursuant to Resolution No. 12-512, adopted 

September 25, 2012, to consider allegations of a liquor law violation by Ballz Deep, Inc., d/b/a 

The Other Place Bar and Grill, Rice Lake Township.  Assistant County Attorney James 

Nephew submitted a packet to the Board that included the resolution for the public hearing, 

required notices and an affidavit of mailing.  Assistant County Attorney Nephew said license 



PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

316 

 
holder Robert Hargraves signed an agreement waiving rights to a public hearing and agreeing 

to a ten day suspension and $1,000 fine, with nine days of the suspension and $1,000 of the 

fine stayed for one year with no same or similar violations during that period.  The agreement 

was signed by Auditor Donald Dicklich and Chair Keith Nelson.  At 10:38 a.m., 

Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to close the public 

hearing; seven yeas, zero nays.  Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, 

moved to approve the agreement.  The motion passed; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 

12-551. 

 

At 10:40 a.m., a public hearing was conducted pursuant to Resolution No. 12-513, adopted 

September 25, 2012, to consider allegations of a liquor law violation by Vernon Skoglund 

d/b/a Silver Fox Lodge, Gnesen Township.  Assistant County Attorney James Nephew 

submitted a packet to the Board that included the resolution for the public hearing, required 

notices and an affidavit of mailing. Assistant County Attorney Nephew said license holder 

Vernon Skoglund signed an agreement waiving rights to a public hearing and agreeing to a ten 

day suspension and $1,000 fine, with nine days of the suspension and $1,000 of the fine 

stayed for one year with no same or similar violations during that period.  The agreement was 

signed by Auditor Donald Dicklich and Chair Keith Nelson.  At 10:47 a.m., Commissioner 

Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner Jewell, moved to close the public hearing; seven yeas, 

zero nays.  Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to approve 

the agreement.  The motion passed; seven yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-552. 

 

Michael Jershe addressed the Board regarding the private sale of state tax forfeited land and 

agreed to accept the final purchase price of $3,564.24, which includes a $600 appraisal fee. 

Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to approve the 

resolution.  The motion passed; six yeas, zero nays (Commissioner Sweeney temporarily 

absent).  Resolution No. 12-553. 

 

Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, moved to approve the 

resolution awarding a bid in the amount of $1,157,662.82, to KGM Contractors, Inc., of 

Angora, Minnesota, for culvert replacement and overlay projects in Embarrass, Babbitt and 

Waasa Townships, SAP 69-598-037, CP 83767.  The motion passed; seven yeas, zero nays.  

Resolution No. 12-554. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Forsman, moved to approve the 

resolution awarding a bid in the amount of $985,126.75 to Redstone Construction Co., Inc., of 

Mora, Minnesota, for a bridge replacement on County State Aid Highway 37 in Lakewood 

Township, SP 69-637-022, CP 161399.  The motion passed; seven yeas, zero nays.  

Resolution No. 12-555. 

 

The following Board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

Board meeting: 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner, Land & 

Minerals, submitting Board Letter No. 12-374, Classification of November 30, 2011 

Forfeitures as ‘Conservation’.—59522 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, Barbara Hayden, Director of Planning and Community 

Development, and Ted Troolin, Director of Environmental Services, submitting Board Letter 

No. 12-372, 2013 Natural Resources Block Grant from Minnesota Board of Water and Soil 

Resources.—59523 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner, Land & 
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Minerals, submitting Board Letter No. 12-375, Award of Bid: Containerized Tree Seedlings 

for 2014, 2015.—59524 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner, Land & Minerals, 

and Don Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting Board Letter No. 12-377, Private Sale of State 

Tax Forfeited Land – McKinney.—59525 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Foldesi, Public Works Director/Highway 

Engineer, submitting Board Letter No. 12-380, Agreement with CenturyLink for Utility Work 

on CSAH 91 (Haines Road.)—59526 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Tony Mancuso, Director of Property Management, 

submitting Board Letter No. 12-383, Free Conveyance of Surplus Fee Land and Cook Rescue 

Squad Building to City of Cook.—59527 

 

2012 Flood Event – Employee Recognition.—59528 

 

John Engesser, Assistant Director of Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Division of 

Land and Minerals, and Vicki Sellner, Attorney, submitting State Mineral Leasing and 

Metallic Mineral Exploration presentation handout.—59529 

 

Agreement between St. Louis County and the City of Duluth for FY2012 Justice Assistance 

Grant.—12-830 

 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and 

Hammerlund Construction, Inc., Grand Rapids, MN, for crush, screen, and stockpile 

aggregate base, Class 5 (modified) SAP 69-030-023(low)/Storm WO 162622.—12-831 

 

Grant Agreement between the Minnesota Department of Public Safety and St. Louis County 

Sheriff’s Office for the 2011 Operation Stonegarden Homeland Security Grant in the amount 

of $104,190.—12-832 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51160 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Stepping Stones for Living – Arrowhead.—12-833 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51161 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Stepping Stones for Living – Berkeley.—12-834 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51162 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Stepping Stones for Living – Canosia.—12-835 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51163 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Stepping Stones for Living – Deerwood.—12-836 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51164 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Stepping Stones for Living – Duncan.—12-837 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51165 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Stepping Stones for Living – Haines.—12-838 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51166 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Stepping Stones for Living – Maple.—12-839 
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Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51167 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Stepping Stones for Living – Medin.—12-840 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51168 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Stepping Stones for Living – Midway.—12-841 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51169 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Stepping Stones for Living – Morris.—12-842 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51170 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Stepping Stones for Living – Skyline.—12-843 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51171 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Stepping Stones for Living – Thompson.—12-844 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51172 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Stepping Stones for Living – Tischer.—12-845 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51173 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Stepping Stones for Living – Ugstad.—12-846 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51174 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Stepping Stones for Living – Wilderness.—12-847 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51384 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Winter Homes West.—12-848 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51439 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Clayridge Assisted Living.—12-849 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51440 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Willow Wood Assisted Living I.—12-850 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51441 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Willow Wood Assisted Living II.—12-851 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51425 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Cindy Turnquist and D3an Turnquist.—12-852 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51421 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Wendigo Pines of Chisholm – House 1.—12-853 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51422 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Wendigo Pines of Chisholm – House 2.—12-854 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51423 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Wendigo Pines of Chisholm – House 3.—12-855 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51210 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Theresa St. Germain.—12-856 
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Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51389 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Arlene Sipola.—12-857 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51386 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Country Care.—12-858 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51436 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Carol Reigstad.—12-859 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51437 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Carol Reigstad (House I).—12-860 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51438 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Irene McDougall.—12-861 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51424 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Lakeside Manor.—12-862 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51371 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Terry Chartier.—12-863 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51075 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Autio Homes – Fir Street.—12-864 

Addendum to Purchase Agreement, Contract No. 13081L, between the St. Louis County 

Board of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center (SILS).—12-865 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and Ulland 

Brothers, Inc., for bituminous surfacing on County Road 898 (Lindahl Road), STORM WO 

160783A.—12-866 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and Ulland 

Brothers, Inc., for bituminous surfacing on CSAH 13 (Midway Road), STORM  WO 

160220A.—12-867 

Contract between the County of St. Louis and Rainy Lake Oil, Inc., International Fall, MN, for 

tankwagon transport deliveries of gasohol, fuel oil and diesel fuel for the period October 1, 

2012, through September 30, 2013, per Bid No. 5043-G.—12-868 

Upon motion by Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, resolutions 

numbered 12-530 through 12-550, as submitted on the consent agenda, were unanimously 

adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER RAUKAR: 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of September 25, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-530 

 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 
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for the meeting of October 2, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-531 

 

WHEREAS, the Public Health and Human Services Department (PHHS) continues to explore 

ways to decrease the number of children in out-of-home placement; and 

WHEREAS, the department has used Family Group Decision Making (FGDM) as an effective 

tool to engage families and prevent out-of-home placements, with a focus on American Indian 

families; and 

WHEREAS, PHHS has conducted an African American FGDM pilot through a contract and 

wishes to extend this pilot through the use of a full time PHHS staff person to further evaluate 

the effectiveness of this model in the prevention of out-of-home placement; and 

WHEREAS, PHHS has available reserve funds for Prevention and Innovation Initiatives and 

County Administration has agreed that the FGDM pilot would qualify as an appropriate use of 

the funding.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

Public Health and Human Services Department to increase, by one FTE, the complement of 

social workers to continue to explore the effectiveness of Family Group Decision Making to 

African American families. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that funding for this position shall be Prevention and Innovation 

reserve funds (Budget Reference: 230-999999-311405) and for a time period ending 

December 31, 2013, at which time the position and the funding shall be eliminated. 

Adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-532 

 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources has awarded a 2013 Natural 

Resources Block Grant in the amount of $122,628 to St. Louis County for wetland, shoreland, 

water plan, and subsurface sewage treatment system purposes. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board accepts the  2013 

Natural Resources Block Grant in the amount of $122,628 and authorizes appropriate county 

officials to execute the grant agreement and related documents. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Planning and Community Development Department 

proposed budget includes receipt of $103,687 from the Natural Resources Block Grant, with 

funds to be deposited into Fund 100, Agency 109999, Grant 10902, Year 2013. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Environmental Services Department proposed budget 

includes receipt of $18,941 from the Natural Resources Block Grant, with funds to be 

deposited into Fund 616, Agency 616999, Object 530102, Grant 61601, Year 2013. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes a local match of $95,593 

from the Planning and Community Development Department, Fund 100, Agency 109002 

(Salaries and Benefits).  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that per conditions of the grant, $9,003 shall be paid to the North 

Soil and Water Conservation District and $9,003 shall be paid to the South Soil and Water 

Conservation District for Wetland Conservation Act activities. 

Adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-533 

 

WHEREAS, the contract with Edward and Bonnie Lundberg of Duluth, MN, for the 

repurchase of state tax forfeited land is in default for nonpayment of installments; and  

WHEREAS, the purchasers were properly served with Notice of Cancellation of Contract by 

civil process and have failed to cure the default for lands legally described as: 

 CITY OF DULUTH 

 LOTS 1 AND 2 EX SLY 55 FT INC BLK 2, WILLARDS ADDITION, BLOCK 9  

 STERLING DIVISION OF DULUTH                    

 Parcel Code: 010-4120-00735 

 C22100075 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §§ 282.04, Subd. 2(d), and 504B.271 authorize the County Auditor 
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to dispose of abandoned personal property; and           

WHEREAS, the previous owners of the property will be notified by posting of the property or 

by mail.      

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

cancellation of contract for the repurchase of state tax forfeited land described above, 

according to the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 5, and Minn. Stat. § 282.40, and 

according to the procedures of Minn. Stat. § 559.21. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Auditor is authorized to dispose of 

abandoned personal property from the above described state tax forfeited property.  

Adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-534 

 

WHEREAS, the parcels described here forfeited to the State of Minnesota on November 30, 

2011, for nonpayment of real estate taxes; and  

WHEREAS, all parcels of land becoming the property of the State of Minnesota in Trust 

through forfeiture for nonpayment of real estate taxes shall be classified as ‘conservation’ or 

‘non-conservation’ as required by Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1; and  

WHEREAS, the Land and Minerals Department has recommended that the parcels be 

classified as ‘conservation’ after considering many factors including the present use of 

adjacent land, the productivity of the soil, the character of forest or other growth, the 

accessibility of lands to established roads, schools, and other public services, the suitability or 

desirability for particular uses and the suitability of the forest resources on the land for 

multiple use and sustained yield management; and  

WHEREAS, the forfeited parcels may be located inside the boundaries of a municipality or 

town and Minn. Stat. § 282.01 provides that notice of the classification or reclassification and 

sale of lands situated within a municipality or town must be transmitted to its governing body; 

and 

WHEREAS, the classification of the forfeited parcels will be deemed approved if the County 

Board does not receive notice of a municipality’s or town’s disapproval within 60 days of the 

date on which this resolution is delivered to the clerks of the municipalities or towns in which 

the parcels are located. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board classifies the state 

tax forfeited parcels described in County Board File No. 59522 as ‘conservation’, and a notice 

of the classification shall be transmitted by the Land and Minerals Department to the clerks of 

the municipalities or towns in which the parcels are located. 

Adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-535 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Purchasing Division solicited bids to furnish and deliver 

containerized tree seedlings for planting on tax forfeited land in the years 2014 and 2015; and 

WHEREAS, the bid offering was divided into 12 sections with the award of bid going to the 

low bidder of each section; and 

WHEREAS, PRT, USA of Victoria, Canada, submitted the low bid for sections 1 through 12 

in the amount of $255,800. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute a contract with PRT, USA, of Victoria, Canada, to 

furnish and deliver a total of 1,800,000 containerized tree seedlings in the spring of 2014 and 

2015, in accordance with the specifications of Bid No. 5046, and subject to approval of the 

County Attorney, at the low specification bid price of $255,800, payable from Fund 290, 

Agency 290001. 

Adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-536 

 

WHEREAS, Lake Country Power has requested an underground utility easement across state 

tax forfeited land to supply power to a Minnesota Department of Transportation 

Communication tower; and 
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WHEREAS, exercising the easement will not conflict with public use of land; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4, authorizes the St. Louis County Auditor to grant 

easements for such purposes.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

County Auditor to grant a utility easement to Lake Country Power described as follows: 

A 20 foot easement for utility purposes over, under and across, that part of the 

Southwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter and the Northwest Quarter of the Northeast 

Quarter of Section 12, Township 55 North, Range 19 West and the Southwest Quarter 

of the Southeast Quarter, Section 1, Township 55 North, Range 19 West, St. Louis 

County, Minnesota. 

The centerline of said 20 foot easement is described as follows:  Commencing at the 

West Quarter corner of said Section 12; thence North 89 degrees 49 minutes 03 seconds 

East along the East-West Quarter line of said Section 12, 2704.39 feet; thence North 02 

degrees 08 minutes 33 seconds West, parallel with and distant 43 feet from the 

centerline of County Highway 83, 1061.33 feet to the point of beginning; thence 

continuing North 02 degrees 08 minutes 33 seconds West, parallel with and distant 43 

feet from the centerline of said County Highway 83, 1810.23 feet; thence North 03 

degrees 27 minutes 11 seconds West, parallel with and distant 43 feet from the 

centerline of said County Highway 83, 600 feet, more or less, to the west line of said 

Southwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter. The sidelines of said easement are to be 

prolonged or shortened to terminate on said west line and on a line which bears South 72 

degrees 32 minutes 28 seconds East from said point of beginning. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the granting of this easement is conditioned upon payment of 

$830 land use fee, $50 administration fee, and $46 recording fee; for a total of $926, to be 

deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-537 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Laws of Minnesota 2012, Chapter 236, Section 26, St. Louis County 

may sell by private sale the following described state tax forfeited land to remedy an 

inadvertent trespass:  

THAT PART OF LOT P EX RY R/W & INC PT OF VAC AVE ADJ LYING N OF 

SAID RY R/W, BLOCK 18, HUNTER/MARKELLS GRASSY POINT ADDN TO 

DULUTH  

Parcel Code: 010-2420-03701 

WHEREAS, this parcel of land has been classified as non-conservation land pursuant to Minn. 

Stat. § 282.01; and 

WHEREAS, this parcel of land is not withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 85.012, 

92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8, and other statutes that require the withholding of state tax forfeited 

lands from sale. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the sale 

of state tax forfeited land described here to John and Suzanne McKinney of Cloquet, MN, to 

remedy an inadvertent trespass for the appraised value of $5,200, plus 3% assurance fee of 

$156, deed fee of $25, deed tax of $17.16, recording fee of $46, and appraisal fee of $800; for 

a total of $6,244.16, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-538 

 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.241 provides that state tax forfeited land may be repurchased 

by the previous owners subject to payment of delinquent taxes and assessments, with 

penalties, costs, and interest; and 

WHEREAS, the applicant, Michael David Friend of Hibbing, MN, has applied to repurchase 

state tax forfeited land legally described as:  

CITY OF HIBBING 

PART OF NW ¼ OF NW ¼ BEG 200 FT W OF SE COR THENCE W 242 FT  
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THENCE N 604 FT THENCE SELY AT AN ANGLE OF 63 DEG 30' 271 FT 

THENCE S 480 FT TO PT OF BEG INC W 100 FT OF E 200 FT                    

SECTION 9, TOWNSHIP 56 NORTH, RANGE 20 WEST 

Parcel Code:  141-0010-01677 

WHEREAS, the applicant was the owner of record at the time of forfeiture and is eligible to 

repurchase the property; and 

WHEREAS, approving the repurchase will correct undue hardship and promote the use of 

lands that will best serve the public interest. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

repurchase application by Michael David Friend, on file in County Board File No. 59398, 

subject to payments including total taxes and assessments of $3,909.30, service fee of $114, 

deed tax of $12.90, deed fee of $25, and recording fee of $46; for a total of $4,107.20, to be 

deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-539 

 

WHEREAS, the Duluth Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) has requested to 

purchase the following described state tax forfeited land for the value of $2,100, plus fees, for 

the purpose of public housing: 

Legal: LOT: 043 BLOCK: 006, DULUTH HEIGHTS 6TH DIVISION 

City:   Duluth 

Section 20, Township 50 North, Range 14 West 

Parcel Code: 010-0890-02140 

Acres: 0.07 

LDKEY: 29823   

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1(a), authorizes the sale of state tax forfeited land to 

an organized governmental subdivision for any public purpose for which the subdivision is 

authorized to acquire property; and 

WHEREAS, this lot has not been withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 85.012, 

92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8, and 282.018, and other statutes that require the withholding of state 

tax forfeited lands from sale; and  

WHEREAS, this lot has been classified as conservation land pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 282.01; 

and 

WHEREAS, this parcel is located inside the boundaries of a municipality or town and Minn. 

Stat. § 282.01 provides that classification or reclassification and sale of land situated within a 

municipality or town must be approved by the governing body of the municipality or town; 

and  

WHEREAS, the reclassification and sale of this parcel will be deemed approved if the County 

Board does not receive notice of the municipality’s or town’s disapproval of the 

reclassification and sale within 60 days of the date on which this resolution is delivered to the 

clerk; and 

WHEREAS, the Land Commissioner recommends that this parcel be reclassified as non-

conservation and offered for sale having considered, among other things, the present use of 

adjacent land; the productivity of the soil; the character of forest or other growth; the 

accessibility of lands to established roads, schools, and other public services; and the peculiar 

suitability or desirability of lands for particular uses. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

reclassification and sale of state tax forfeited land, as described, to the Duluth Housing and 

Redevelopment Authority for the price of $2,100, plus the following fees: 3% assurance fee of 

$63, deed fee of $25, deed tax of $6.93, recording fee of $46; for a total of $2,240.93, to be 

deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Auditor shall offer for sale at public 

auction the state tax forfeited land described here if the Duluth HRA does not purchase the 

land by December 31, 2012. 
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Adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-540 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Public Works Department will be reconstructing Haines 

Road which will require certain utility improvements; and 

WHEREAS, CenturyLink has agreed to pay for construction costs for its utility upgrades in 

the area and supply some of the materials for work on the project.  

RESOLVED, that the Public Works Department is authorized to enter into an agreement with 

CenturyLink, and any amendments approved by the County Attorney’s office, for project SP 

69-691-020, County Project 8269, whereby CenturyLink will pay the cost of its utility 

improvements.  Funds from CenturyLink will be receipted into Fund 220, Agency 220182, 

Object 583100. 

Adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-541 

 

WHEREAS, the Public Works Department’s 2012 budget includes purchase of sodium 

chloride (road salt) for maintaining winter roads; and 

WHEREAS, the Public Works Department requested State Contract Pricing for road salt; and 

 WHEREAS, Cargill, Inc. Deicing Technology, submitted the lowest delivered price for 

delivery to 5 of 17 locations in the amount of $573,568.05; and 

WHEREAS, North American Salt submitted the lowest delivered price to the other 12 of 17 

locations in the amount of $847,033.00. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

estimated purchase of salt at the State of Minnesota Contract price from Cargill, Inc. Deicing 

Technology of North Olmstead, Ohio, for a maximum delivered cost of $573,568.05 plus 

State of Minnesota sales tax of $39,432.80 and from North American Salt Company of 

Overland Park, Kansas, for a maximum delivered cost of $847,033.00 plus State of Minnesota 

sales tax of $58,233.52. The total amount of $1,518,267.37 is payable from Fund 200, Agency 

207012, Object 651700. 

Adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-542 

 

WHEREAS, quotes have been received by the Public Works Department for the following 

project: 

MP 68-171141(Low), MP 16-171142, and MP 110-171144 for paving on CSAH 68, 

CSAH 16, and CSAH 110; and 

WHEREAS, quotes were received in the County Public Works Facility in Virginia, MN, and 

Mesabi Bituminous, Inc., Gilbert, MN, provided the low acceptable quote. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

following quote for bituminous paving: 

LOW QUOTE  ADDRESS  AMOUNT 

Mesabi Bituminous, Inc. P.O. Box 78         $80,000.00 

   Gilbert, MN 55741 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

Purchasing Department are authorized to approve the contractor’s quote for the above listed 

project payable from Fund 200, Agency 201001, Object 651100 for paving.  

Adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-543 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the applications for abatements, 

correction of assessed valuations and taxes plus penalty and interest, and any additional 

accrual, identified in County Board File No. 59401. 

Adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-544 

 

WHEREAS, the Property Management Team has reviewed the free conveyance request made 

by the City of Cook for county fee land and building to be used for public purposes, legally 

described as follows:  
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 Lots Seventeen (17) and Eighteen (18), Browns Division, Cook, MN. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute the necessary documents to transfer county fee land and 

building for public use to the City of Cook, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, § 465.035.  A 

$500 land transfer administrative fee will be paid by the City of Cook directed into Fund 100, 

Agency 128014, Object 583100. 

Adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-545 

 

WHEREAS, the Property Management Team identified the following described property as 

surplus county fee owned land legally described as follows:  

 Lot Fifteen (15), Crescent Beach Plat 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has previously advertised this property and received no bids to 

be considered. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

Property Management Director to advertise for written bids for the above described property, 

pursuant to the requirements and procedures of Minn. Stat. § 373.01, with a minimum bid of 

$63,800. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Board establishes the time for bid proposal 

consideration to be at 9:45 A.M. on Tuesday, November 13, 2012, at the St. Louis County 

Courthouse, Duluth, MN.  

Adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-546 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has developed an E-Government Plan as part of its business 

improvement/customer service initiatives; and 

WHEREAS, a key strategy of this E-Government Plan has been to identify a software solution 

to roll out permits, applications, citizen requests and payment processing services through the 

county website; and   

WHEREAS, a workgroup including County Administration, Information Technology, the 

Auditor’s Office and the Planning and Community Development Department reviewed 

various options and solutions and has identified Mitchell Humphrey’s Fast Track Gov as the 

best option for St. Louis County; and   

WHEREAS, funding is available for the one-time expenses associated with implementing this 

project in the General Fund assigned fund balance for Information Technology and in the 

Information Technology operating budget for the ongoing maintenance cost. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the appropriate county officials are authorized 

to finalize and sign the Mitchell Humphrey Supplemental Software Products Order for Fast 

Track Gov.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that funds available for the $261,073 for installation, 

implementation, consulting, training and technical services are available in the General Fund 

assigned fund balance for Information Technology (Fund 100, Object 311139) and funds are 

available for $52,583 of ongoing maintenance in the Information Technology operating budget 

(Fund 100, Agency 117051, Object 634800).   

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the county is authorized to pay ongoing annual maintenance, 

license and support costs to Mitchell Humphrey for Fast Track Gov at the current agreed upon 

rate up to $52,583 per year for the county's use of the software for up to 75 users, at which 

time the rate would change. In addition, the software assurance part of this cost, $34,058, can 

be increased by no more than the lesser of (i) the Consumer Price Index-Midwest Urban 

increase, or (ii) the percentage increment and maintenance fees for existing customers 

established by Mitchell Humphrey, with 60 days’ notice. Ongoing annual maintenance is to be 

budgeted and paid from the Information Technology Operating budget Fund 100, Agency 

117051, Object 634800. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that amendments to the licensing, maintenance and support 

agreements may be executed by the County Auditor provided the funding for requested 
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changes to the license agreement are included in the appropriate budgets. 

Adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-547 

 

WHEREAS, the County Board annually reviews health insurance trends, expected claims, and 

its self-insured health and dental fund to establish funding levels for the employee and retiree 

medical and dental plans; and 

WHEREAS, the County Board believes a 0% rate increase for the self-funded health and 

dental plans in 2013 is reasonable based on projections prepared by its claims administrators 

and the County Auditor and as recommended by its Health Insurance Committee. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the 2013 monthly premium rates for the self-

funded employee and retiree health insurance are approved as follows: 

   

For groups in 2012 paying $675.18 for Single Coverage and $1,568.13 for Family Coverage: 

    2013 Rate 

 SINGLE COVERAGE:     $   675.18 

 FAMILY COVERAGE:           $1,568.13 

 

For groups in 2012 paying $657.40 for Single Coverage and $1,550.35 for Family Coverage: 

    2013 Rate 

 SINGLE COVERAGE:     $   657.40 

 FAMILY COVERAGE:        $1,550.35 

 

For retirees: 

    2013 Rate 

 SINGLE COVERAGE:     $   657.40 

 FAMILY COVERAGE:            $1,550.35 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the 2013 stop-loss rate payable to Blue Cross Blue Shield of 

Minnesota of $6.02 per contract per month is approved. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that a 2013 per contract per month administrative service fee of 

$30.74 payable to Blue Cross Blue Shield of Minnesota (BCBSM) is approved. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that in 2013, Medicare-eligible retirees and their spouses will 

continue to be offered the alternative fully-insured BCBSM Group Senior Gold program with 

MedicareBlue Rx copay options of either $10/$25/$40/25% with a $277.50 monthly premium, 

or $5/$15/$35/$60 with a $293.00 monthly premium. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the 2013 monthly premium rate for the self-insured dental plan 

is approved, with a 0% increase, in the amount of $37.01. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the 2013 per contract per month administrative service fee of 

$2.18 payable to Delta Dental Plan of Minnesota is approved. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Board authorizes the appropriate county officials to execute 

a contract for administrative services of the medical and dental plans for the time period 

covering January 1 – December 31, 2013, as set forth above. 

Adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-548 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County operates a fixed point-to-point microwave radio system on 

certain frequencies within the 2110 to 2155 MHz band that is used for St. Louis County’s 

communication needs; and 

WHEREAS, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), pursuant to ET Docket No. 00-

258, reallocated and auctioned the 2110 to 2155 MHz frequencies, including those used by St. 

Louis County to commercial enterprises for use by emerging technologies known as Advanced 

Wireless Services (AWS); and  

WHEREAS, T-Mobile has determined that the AWS system in Duluth, MN, may cause 

interference to St. Louis County’s microwave link and desires that St. Louis County 

permanently vacate, in accordance with the FCC’s stated priorities, its licenses to operate in 
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the affected paths and relocate its operation onto other microwave frequencies available to St. 

Louis County; and  

WHEREAS, T-Mobile has agreed to pay St. Louis County $100,000 to design and implement 

a replacement system and cease all operations on the affected paths and vacate licenses to 

operate on those affected paths. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to negotiate and sign agreements and contracts with T-Mobile to 

relocate the current St. Louis County FCC licensed and operating 2110 to 2155 MHz 

microwave link at T-Mobile expense. 

Adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-549 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office would like to continue the maintenance 

agreement with CenturyLink Government for the Power 911 and VIPER Systems; and  

WHEREAS, the current maintenance agreement expires on January 31, 2012; and 

WHEREAS, two new Power 911 Intelligent workstations will allow the Sheriff’s Office 

Communications Division to migrate from the end of life Foreign Exchange Office gateways 

and facilitate the upgrade to Windows 7. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into an agreement with CenturyLink Government for 

maintenance for a one year term in the amount of $23,622.91, payable from Fund 100, 

Agency 135001, Object 629900.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the purchase of two (2) 

new Power 911 Intelligent workstations in the amount not to exceed $55,537.11, payable from 

Fund 100, Agency 135001, Object 665900. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to sign any associated contract documents. 

Adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-550 

 

BY COMMISSIONER DAHLBERG: 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Liquor Licensing Committee met on September 4, 2012, to 

consider recommending action to be taken by the County Board as a result of an alleged liquor 

law violation, sale to minor on July 27, 2012, against Ballz Deep, Inc., d/b/a The Other Place 

Bar and Grill, Township of Rice Lake; and 

WHEREAS, the Liquor Licensing Committee recommended a ten (10) day suspension and 

$1000 civil penalty, with nine (9) days of the suspension and $1000 of the civil penalty stayed, 

for one year with no same or similar violations during that year; and 

WHEREAS, after hearing testimony on the matter at a public hearing conducted on October 9, 

2012, at 9:40 a.m. in the Courthouse, Duluth, MN, the St. Louis County Board determined the 

recommendation of the St. Louis County Liquor Licensing Committee to be an appropriate 

penalty for the liquor law violation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Combination On/Off-Sale Intoxicating 

Liquor License No. CMB13140 and Sunday On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License No. 

SUN13140, issued to Ballz Deep, Inc., d/b/a The Other Place Bar and Grill, Township of Rice 

Lake, are hereby suspended for ten (10) days and a $1000 civil penalty is due, with nine (9) 

days of the suspension and $1000 of the civil penalty stayed for one (1) year, with no same or 

similar violations during that period.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the date of suspension of the liquor licenses will be October 15, 

2012. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that a new violation within the next year (ending October 9, 2013) 

will result in the imposition of the remainder of the suspension and civil penalty, and may also 

be cause for additional action against the liquor licenses of the licensee pursuant to St. Louis 

County Ordinance Number 28, Section 13. 

Unanimously adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-551 
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BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Liquor Licensing Committee met on September 4, 2012, to 

consider recommending action to be taken by the County Board as a result of an alleged liquor 

law violation, sale to minor on July 27, 2012, against Vernon Skoglund d/b/a Silver Fox 

Lodge, Gnesen Township; and 

WHEREAS, the Liquor Licensing Committee recommended a ten (10) day suspension and 

$1000 civil penalty, with nine (9) days of the suspension and $1000 of the civil penalty stayed, 

for one year with no same or similar violations during that year; and 

WHEREAS, after hearing testimony on the matter at a public hearing conducted on October 9, 

2012, at 9:45 a.m. in the Courthouse, Duluth, MN, the St. Louis County Board determined the 

recommendation of the St. Louis County Liquor Licensing Committee to be an appropriate 

penalty for the liquor law violation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the On/Off-Sale 3.2 Percent Malt Liquor 

License No. B1343 and Consumption and Display Permit No. S1411 (Set-Up), issued to 

Vernon Skoglund d/b/a Silver Fox Lodge, Gnesen Township, are hereby suspended for ten 

(10) days and a $1000 civil penalty is due, with nine (9) days of the suspension and $1000 of 

the civil penalty stayed for one (1) year, with no same or similar violations during that period.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the date of suspension of the liquor licenses will be May 3, 

2013. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that a new violation within the next year (ending October 9, 2013) 

will result in the imposition of the remainder of the suspension and civil penalty, and may also 

be cause for additional action against the liquor license of the licensee pursuant to St. Louis 

County Ordinance Number 28, Section 13. 

Unanimously adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-552 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that St. Louis County Board Resolution No. 12-

371, dated June 26, 2012, authorizing a private sale of state tax forfeited land to Michael 

Jershe for a land value of $2,800, 3% assurance fee of $84, deed fee of $25, deed tax of $9.24, 

and recording fee of $46, include the appraisal fee of $600, for a total of $3,564.24. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that St. Louis County Board Resolution No. 12-371, dated June 26, 

2012, be amended to add the following clause: 

The St. Louis County Auditor shall offer for sale at an adjoining owner sale or public auction 

the state tax forfeited land described here if Michael Jershe does not purchase the land by 

November 30, 2012.   

Yeas – Commissioners Jewell, O’Neil, Dahlberg, Forsman, Raukar, and Chair Nelson – 6 

Absent – Commissioner Sweeney – 1 

No. 12-553 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

SAP 69-598-037, CP 83767 located on CR 615, CR 620, and CR 583 (Salo Road and 

Hilltop Road) from CSAH 21 to CSAH 21 in Embarrass, Babbitt and Waasa 

Townships; and 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, on October 

8, 2012, and KGM Contractors, Inc., Angora, MN, provided the low responsible bid in the 

amount of $1,157,662.82. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the low bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT  

KGM Contractors, Inc. 9211 Highway 53  $1,157,662.82 

   Angora, MN  55703 
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RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from Fund 220, Agency 

220282, Object 652700 consisting of: 

Fund 220, Agency 220282, Object 652700 (Fund 29 Bridge Bond Funds): $814,340.00 

Fund 200, Agency 203277, Object 652800 (SLC Local Funds):  $343,322.82 

With additional revenue budgeted for expense: 

Fund 220, Agency 220282, Rev. Object 530401 (Fund 29 Bridge Bond): $814,340.00 

Unanimously adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-554 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

SP 69-637-022, CP 161399 located on CSAH 37 (Jean Duluth Road between CR 286 

and CSAH 43 in Lakewood Township); and 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, on October 

8, 2012, and Redstone Construction Co., Inc., Mora, MN, provided the low responsible bid of 

$985,126.75. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the low bidder. 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT  

Redstone Construction Co., Inc. P.O. Box 218  $985,126.75 

   Mora, MN  55051 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairman of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to approve the Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to 

execute the bonds and contract for the above listed project payable from Fund 225, Agency 

161399, Object 652706. 

Unanimously adopted October 9, 2012. No. 12-555 

 

At 11:07 a.m., October 9, 2012, Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner Jewell, 

moved to adjourn; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 



PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

330 

 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON OCTOBER 23, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 23rd day 

of October, 2012, at 9:31 a.m., in the Virginia City Hall, Virginia, Minnesota, with the 

following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris Dahlberg, 

Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, and Chair Keith Nelson - 6.  Absent:  Commissioner Steve 

Raukar – 1. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who protect and serve our 

communities and those who protect our freedoms, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Chair Nelson explained that Commissioner Steve Raukar was attending Port Authority 

business. 

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to persons who wanted to address the Board concerning 

issues not on the agenda and no one chose to do so. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to approve the consent 

agenda. The consent agenda was then approved; six yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney commented that October is breast cancer awareness month. 

 

At 9:40 a.m., a public hearing was conducted pursuant to Resolution No. 12-523, adopted 

October 2, 2012, to consider allegations of a liquor law violation by Vermilion Ventures, LLC 

d/b/a Bayview Lodge, Greenwood Township.  Assistant County Attorney James Nephew 

submitted a packet to the Board that included the resolution for the public hearing, required 

notices, and an affidavit of mailing.  Attorney Nephew stated that Alissa Sundberg, co-owner 

of Bayview Lodge, is in the process of severing ties with co-owner, Erik Lietz, and 

recommends a continuation of the public hearing until that process is completed.  Alissa 

Sundberg’s representative, Attorney Shawn Reed, stated that two weeks would be in order for 

the paperwork to be completed.  Commissioner Dahlberg noted that violation penalties are 

assessed to the business, not the owner; therefore, severing a partnership does not erase the 

penalty.  Chair Nelson called for the Liquor License Committee to meet and review the 

situation on November 6, 2012, and continue the public hearing on November 13, 2012.  

Chair Nelson opened the floor up for public comment and no one chose to do so.  At 9:57 

a.m., Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to close the public 

hearing; six yeas, zero nays.  Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, 

moved to approve the continuation.  The motion passed; six yeas, zero nays. 

 

At 9:58 a.m., a public hearing was conducted pursuant to Resolution No. 12-524, adopted 

October 2, 2012, to consider allegations of a liquor law violation by Vermilion Ventures, LLC 

d/b/a Bayview Lodge, Greenwood Township.  Assistant County Attorney James Nephew 

submitted a packet to the Board that included the resolution for the public hearing, required 

notices, and an affidavit of mailing.  Attorney Nephew said that on October 15, 2011, a 

violation and penalty were assessed to the Bayview Lodge with 7 days of the suspension 

stayed and $700.00 of the civil penalty stayed for one year, with no same or similar violations 

during that period.  Attorney Nephew recommends, if proven, the imposition of the remaining 

penalty as previously ordered.  Representative of the establishment, Attorney Shawn Reed, 

addressed the Board stating that Alissa Sundberg, co-owner of Bayview Lodge, was prepared 

to go forward with admission of the first violation without admission to a new violation.  The 
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employee who served the minor has since been terminated.  Chair Nelson opened the floor for 

public comment.  Marcie Moe addressed the Board with a noise issue.  Gerald Wagner 

addressed the Board with loud music and large boats complaints.  Chair Nelson explained that 

Greenwood Township handles their own planning and zoning ordinances in regards to these 

issues.  Commissioner Forsman submitted emails he received from residents who could not 

attend the public hearing.  Attorney Reed, speaking as representative of Bayview Lodge, stated 

that the concerns of the neighbors have been recognized and that Ms. Sundberg will address 

these concerns.  At 10:28 a.m., Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, 

moved to close the public hearing; four yeas, zero nays, Commissioner Jewell temporarily 

absent.  Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to approve the 

agreement.  The motion passed; six yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-564. 

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to persons who wanted to address the Board concerning 

issues not on the agenda.  James Medure addressed the Board.   

 

Chair Nelson called for a recess at 11:01 a.m. to go to Committee of the Whole. 

 

Chair Nelson reconvened the Board at 12:15 p.m. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Jewell, moved to approve the second 

consent agenda which consisted of items approved at the Committee of the Whole meeting. 

The second consent agenda was then approved; six yeas, zero nays. 

 

The following Board and Contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

Board meeting: 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Gottschald, Human Resources Director, 

submitting Board Letter No. 12-413, Civil Service Supervisory Unit Bargaining Agreement 

2012/2013.—59530 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, Mark Monacelli, Public Records & Property Valuation 

Director, and David Sipila, County Assessor, submitting Board Letter No. 12-418, Request for 

Reimbursement of Property Tax Relief Related to June 2012 Flood Event.—59531 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Barbara Hayden, Planning and Community 

Development Director, submitting Board File No. 12-421, Minnesota Investment Fund – 

Disaster Recovery Financing.—59532 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, submitting Board Letter No. 12-396, Establish a Public 

Hearing to Consider Renaming a Creek in Fairbanks and Bassett Townships as “Petrell 

Creek”.—59533 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Foldesi, Public Works Director/Highway 

Engineer, submitting Board Letter No. 12-404, Permanent Closure of Two Railroad Crossings 

and Revocation of State Aid Designation of CSAH 127 (Iron Junction).—59534 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, submitting Board Letter No. 12-405, 2013 Memorandum 

of Agreement University of Minnesota Extension.—59535 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Sherry Rodriguez, County Veterans Service Officer, 

submitting Board Letter No. 12-409, Acceptance of County Veterans Service Officer 
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Community Outreach Grant.—59536 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Ross Litman, Sheriff, submitting Board Letter No. 12-

414, Acceptance of Amendment to the 2012 Boundary Waters Drug Task Force Grant.—

59537 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Ross Litman, Sheriff, submitting Board Letter No. 12-

415, FFY 2012 Emergency Management Performance Grant.—59538 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Ross Litman, Sheriff, submitting Board Letter No. 12-

416, Authorization of Revised Contract with CenturyLink and Rescind County Board 

Resolution No. 12-550.—59539 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Don Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting Board 

Letter No. 12-417, Establish a Public Hearing to Consider Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor 

License – Dawghouse Bar & Grill (Northland Township).—59540 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Barbara Hayden, Planning and Community 

Development Director, submitting Board Letter No. 12-419, 2011 HUD Shelter Plus Care 

Grant Agreement and MOU for New Moon Supportive Housing Project.—59541 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting Board 

Letter No. 12-422, Agreement with the State of Minnesota for Snowmobile Trail Repair Due 

to June 2012 Flooding.—59542 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Gottschald, Human Resources Director, 

submitting Board Letter No. 12-412, Designation of Safety & Risk Manager to Discharge the 

Duties of County Mine Inspector; and Reallocation of Assistant Mine Inspector Position.—

59543 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and KGM 

Constructors, Inc., Angora, MN, for culvert replacement and bituminous pavement on CSAH 

27, Storm WO 160733.—12-867 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and A Plus 

Landscaping, Inc., Saginaw, MN, for culvert replacement and bituminous pavement on CSAH 

35, Storm WO 160828(low); WO 163895.—12-868 

Payment and Performance Bond for Federal, State, or County Highway Construction and 

Maintenance Projects (Bond No. 929557253) for Hammerlund Construction, Inc., Grand 

Rapids, MN, for culvert replacement, Storm WO 160731.—12-869 

Payment and Performance Bond for Federal, State, or County Highway Construction and 

Maintenance Projects (Bond No. 2162085) for Sinnott Contracting, LLC, Duluth, MN, for 

aggregate base, bituminous paving, and aggregate shoulders, Storm WO 161028(low); WO 

161029; WO 161041; WO 161042; WO 161043.—12-870 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Scalzo Architects, 

Ltd., Duluth, MN, for License Center Design for Relocation.—12-871 
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Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Scalzo Architects, 

Ltd., Duluth, MN, for Duluth Courthouse Skywalk Roof Replacement.—12-872 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract No. 14653F, between 

the Public Health and Human Services Department and Northland AFC, Inc.—12-873 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract No. 14670D, between 

the Public Health and Human Services Department and Salmi Homes, Inc.—12-874 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract No. 14958A, between 

the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Center for Independent Living of 

Northeastern Minnesota.—12-875 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and EPC Engineering & 

Testing, Duluth, MN, for Public Safety Campus Road Repair.—12-876 

Agreement between the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office and Continental Prison Systems, 

Inc., d/b/a EZ Card and Kiosk, Irvine, CA, for one booking kiosk and one lobby kiosk for a 

period of three years from the date of installation.—12-877 

Payment and Performance Bond for Federal, State, or County Highway Construction and 

Maintenance Projects (Bond No. 8232-20-30) for Ulland Brothers, Inc., Cloquet, MN, for 

culvert replacement, bituminous pavement on CSAH 2, Storm WO 160807A.—12-878 

Payment and Performance Bond for Federal, State, or County Highway Construction and 

Maintenance Projects (Bond No. 8232-20-31) for Ulland Brothers, Inc., Cloquet, MN, for 

culvert replacement, bituminous pavement on CR 277, Storm WO 160387.—12-879 

Payment and Performance Bond for Federal, State, or County Highway Construction and 

Maintenance Projects (Bond No. 8232-20-29) for Ulland Brothers, Inc., Cloquet, MN, for 

culvert replacement, bituminous pavement on CR 289, Storm WO 160816.—12-880 

Payment and Performance Bond for Federal, State, or County Highway Construction and 

Maintenance Projects (Bond No. 929557257) for Hammerlund Construction Inc., for culvert 

replacement at various locations, Storm WO 161070; WO 161071; WO 161072; WO 

161073.—12-881 

Payment and Performance Bond for Federal, State, or County Highway Construction and 

Maintenance Projects (Bond No. 71332493) for A Plus Landscaping, Inc., for culvert 

replacement on CR 258, Storm WO 162647.—12-882 

Payment and Performance Bond for Federal, State, or County Highway Construction and 

Maintenance Projects (Bond No. 8232-20-26) for Ulland Brothers, Inc., Cloquet, MN, for 

culvert replacement at various locations, Storm WO 160606(low); WO 160608; WO 160677; 

WO 164717.—12-883 

Payment and Performance Bond for Federal, State, or County Highway Construction and 

Maintenance Projects (Bond No. GRMN34924A) for KTM Paving, Inc., for catch basin repair 

on CSAH 54 and CSAH 4, Storm WO 162165(low); WO 164047.—12-884 
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Payment and Performance Bond for Federal, State, or County Highway Construction and 

Maintenance Projects (Bond No. GRMN34923A) for KTM Paving, Inc., for bituminous 

pavement, aggregate shouldering on CSAH 56, Storm WO 160258.—12-885 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract No. 14990 between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Center for Independent Living of Northeastern 

Minnesota.—12-886 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract No. 14537E between 

the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and TL Care Services, LLC, d/b/a Westview 

Services.—12-887 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51459 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Westview Services – Grand.—12-888 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51460 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Westview Services – Hutchinson.—12-889 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51461 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Westview Services – Northland.—12-890 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51462 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Westview Services – Portage I.—12-891 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51463 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Westview Services – Portage II.—12-892 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51464 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Westview Services – Redwing.—12-893 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51291 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and September House.—12-894 

Group Residential Housing Rage Agreement No. 51447 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Better Living – Crestline.—12-895 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51448 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Joy Rankin.—12-896 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51367 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Mona Nelson and Mark Nelson d/b/a Bayside Adult Foster Home. —

12-897 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51405 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Northland Village – Buhl.—12-898 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51406 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Northland Village – Hoyt Lakes.—12-899 



PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

335 

 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51343 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Kiminki Homes, Inc. (Almac A).—12-900 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51344 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Kiminki Homes, Inc. (Almac B).—12-901 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51345 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Kiminki Homes, Inc. (House #2).—12-902 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51346 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Kiminki Homes, Inc. (House #3).—12-903 

Agreement between St. Louis County and Ballz Deep, Inc. d/b/a The Other Place Bar and 

Grill, Rice Lake Township, for a liquor law violation dated July 27, 2012.—12-904 

Agreement between St. Louis County and Vernon Skoglund d/b/a Silver Fox Lodge, Gnesen 

Township, for a liquor law violation dated July 27, 2012.—12-905 

Upon motion by Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, resolutions 

numbered 12-556 through12-563, as submitted on the consent agenda, were unanimously 

adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of October 9, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-556 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county officials to 

sign grant contract No. 02153 with the State of Minnesota, Commissioner of Transportation, 

and any amendments approved by the County Attorney’s office, whereby the State will pay the 

cost of emergency bridge assessment needs resulting from the June 2012 flood event up to 

$160,000.  Funds will be receipted into Fund 225, Agency 161821, Object 521617. 

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-557 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county officials to 

enter into an agreement, and approve any amendments authorized by the County Attorney, 

with LHB Corporation, Duluth, MN, for design/construction inspection services for the 

reconstruction of various bridges damaged during the June 2012 flood event.  The total cost of 

these services is $1,324,613, payable from Fund 225, Agency 172199, Object 626600. 

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-558 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the applications for abatements, 

correction of assessed valuations and taxes plus penalty and interest, and any additional 

accrual, identified in County Board File No. 59401. 

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-559 

 

RESOLVED, that the workers’ compensation report of claims by employees for work-related 

injuries, dated October 5, 2012, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from Fund 730, 

Agency 730001. 

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-560 
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RESOLVED, that pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 51, the application for license 

to sell tobacco products at retail, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59392, is hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to 

issue the license as follows: 

Dawghouse Bar & Grill, LLC, d/b/a Dawghouse Bar & Grill, Township of Northland, 

Tobacco Products License No. T12271, new. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells their licensed business, the County 

Board, at its discretion, may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new owner, but 

without pro-rated refund to the license holder. 

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-561 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 51, the application for license 

to sell tobacco products at retail, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59392, is hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to 

issue the license as follows: 

Dawghouse Bar & Grill, LLC,  d/b/a Dawghouse Bar & Grill, Township of Northland, 

Tobacco Products License No. T13271, renewal. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells their licensed business, the County 

Board, at its discretion, may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new owner, but 

without pro-rated refund to the license holder. 

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-562 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Auditor has received a petition signed by residents of the 

Fairbanks and Bassett area in support of renaming Petrel Creek located from Bassett 

Township, Section 25, Township 57, Range 12, through Fairbanks Township to Section 36, 

Township 56, Range 13, terminating at Wolf Lake, and at least fifteen (15) of the petition 

signers have been verified as registered voters by the County Auditor; and 

WHEREAS, Brimson resident, Michael Unger provided the following information in support 

of the name change: 

“In Fairbanks Township, an important founding family, known as The Petrell family, managed 

the Petrell Post Office from 1909-1920 and provided land for, what is now, the township hall, 

called the Petrell Hall. Historically, this family was prominent in the Brimson area. In the early 

1900s the local area was known as the ‘Petrell Area’. A Fairbanks Township road in Section 2, 

called Petrell Road, reinforces this idea along with the first log school in the local area called 

Petrell School in session from 1908-1920, built alongside Petrel Creek. We believe that Petrel 

Creek was named after this family but the name was subsequently misspelled. There is no 

mention of a family name spelled ‘Petrel’ in existing histories such as the Brimson-Toimi 

Legacy book and others. This change would establish the Petrell name correctly as the 

historical root for the creek”; and 

WHEREAS, County Administration has contacted Peter Boulay, State Climatology Office, 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR), Division of Waters, about the proposed name 

identification, and Mr. Boulay researched state geographic features named “Petrell" in the 

state of Minnesota, and could not find another creek identified with that name; and 

WHEREAS, the DNR is supportive of the naming proposal and has encouraged a positive 

action by the St. Louis County Board; and 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes require that the County Board conduct a public hearing on 

any request for the naming or renaming of state geographic features and waterways. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board establishes a 

public hearing for Tuesday, November 13, 2012, at 9:50 a.m. in the County Board Room, St. 

Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, to consider the renaming of a creek located from 

Bassett Township, Section 25, Township 57, Range 12, through Fairbanks Township to 

Section 36, Township 56, Range 13, terminating at Wolf Lake, “Petrell Creek”. 
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Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-563 

 

BY COMMISSIONER O’NEIL: 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Liquor Licensing Committee met on September 11, 2012, 

to consider recommending action to be taken by the County Board as a result of an alleged 

liquor law violation, sale to minor on April 12, 2012, against Vermilion Ventures, LLC d/b/a 

Bayview Lodge, Greenwood Township; and 

WHEREAS, the Liquor Licensing Committee recommended imposing the remaining stayed 

seven (7) day license suspension and $700 civil penalty for the violation that occurred on 

October 15, 2011; and 

WHEREAS, after hearing testimony on the matter at a public hearing conducted on October 

23, 2012, at 9:45 a.m. in the Virginia City Hall, Virginia, MN, the St. Louis County Board 

determined the recommendation of the St. Louis County Liquor Licensing Committee to be an 

appropriate penalty for violating the provision to have no same or similar liquor law violation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Combination On/Off-Sale Intoxicating 

Liquor License No. CMB13139 and Sunday On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License No. 

SUN13139, issued to Vermilion Ventures, LLC d/b/a Bayview Lodge, Greenwood Township, 

are hereby suspended for seven (7) days and a $700 civil penalty is due.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the dates of suspension of the liquor licenses will be October 

25, 2012, through October 31, 2012. 

Unanimously adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-564 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Jewell, the following 

resolutions numbered 12-565 through 12-589, as submitted on a second consent agenda, were 

unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, the contract with Jessica Taylor of Duluth, MN, for the purchase of state tax 

forfeited land is in default for failure to provide proof of insurance; and  

WHEREAS, the purchaser was properly served with Notice of Cancellation of Contract by 

civil process and has failed to cure the default for lands legally described as: 

 CITY OF DULUTH 

 LOTS 1 AND 2 AND SLY 17 FT OF LOT 3  

 MACFARLANES GRASSY POINT ADD TO DULUTH                          

 Parcel Code:  010-3140-00700    

 C22100102           

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §§ 282.04, Subd. 2(d), and 504B.271 authorize the County Auditor 

to dispose of abandoned personal property; and          

WHEREAS, the previous owner(s) of the property will be notified by posting of property or by 

mail.       

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

cancellation of contract for the purchase of state tax forfeited land described above, according 

to the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 5, and Minn. Stat. § 282.40, and according to 

the procedures of Minn. Stat. § 559.21. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Auditor is authorized to dispose of abandoned 

personal property from the above described state tax forfeited property.  

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-565 

 

WHEREAS, the contract with Bruce Hollman of Buhl, MN, for the purchase of state tax 

forfeited land is in default for failure to provide proof of insurance; and  

WHEREAS, the purchaser was properly served with Notice of Cancellation of Contract by 

publication and has failed to cure the default for lands legally described as: 

TOWN OF FAYAL 
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PART OF LOT 5 BEG 98 22/100 FT E OF SW CORNER OF PLAT THENCE 

CONTINUE ALONG SAME LINE 118 55/100 FT THENCE S 13 DEG E 214 

70/100 FT THENCE S 77 DEG W 115 FT THENCE N 13 DEG W 243 49/100 

FT TO POINT OF BEG                    

 Section 10, Township 57 North, Range 17 West 

 Parcel Code: 340-0010-01847 

 C22100042         

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §§ 282.04, Subd. 2(d), and 504B.271 authorize the County Auditor 

to dispose of abandoned personal property; and          

WHEREAS, the previous owner(s) of the property will be notified by posting of property or by 

mail.       

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

cancellation of contract for the purchase of state tax forfeited land described above, according 

to the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 5, and Minn. Stat. § 282.40, and according to 

the procedures of Minn. Stat. § 559.21. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Auditor is authorized to dispose of abandoned 

personal property from the above described state tax forfeited property.  

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-566 

 

WHEREAS, Duluth Independent School District No. 709 has requested to purchase the 

following described state tax forfeited land for the value of $18,000, plus fees, for the purpose 

of outdoor classroom and natural area, legally described as: 

 LOT 566  

 HOMECROFT PARK TOWN OF RICE LAKE 

 Township: Rice Lake 

 Parcel Code: 520-0130-01770 

    Acres: 0.89 

 LDKEY: 45929   

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1(a), authorizes the sale of state tax forfeited land to 

an organized governmental subdivision for any public purpose for which the subdivision is 

authorized to acquire property; and 

WHEREAS, this lot has not been withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 85.012, 

92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8, and 282.018, and other statutes that require the withholding of state 

tax forfeited lands from sale; and  

WHEREAS, this lot has been classified as conservation land pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 282.01. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the sale 

of state tax forfeited land, as described, to Duluth Independent School District No. 709 for the 

appraised value of $18,000, plus the following fees: 3% assurance fee of $540, deed fee of 

$25, deed tax of $59.40, recording fee of $46; for a total of $18,670.40, to be deposited into 

Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Auditor shall offer for sale at public 

auction the state tax forfeited land described here if Duluth Independent School District No. 

709 does not purchase the land by December 31, 2012. 

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-567 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Public Works Department has been approached by the 

Hanson Lake Road Association, Inc., a non-profit corporation pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 

Chapter 317 and representing several owners of property located generally in Section 35, 

Unorganized Township 64-13, to apply to the State of Minnesota for a roadway right of way 

easement over State Trust land and to the Superior National Forest for a roadway right of way 

easement over Federal land; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota can only grant easements over school trust land to 

governmental entities and such easements must have continuous access to a public road; and 
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WHEREAS, the Hanson Lake Association, Inc., will be solely responsible for the road 

construction, improvements, and ongoing maintenance necessary to conform to Minnesota 

Department of Natural Resources standards as contained in the Right of Way Easement to be 

issued by the State of Minnesota.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the State of Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources is hereby requested to provide St. Louis County with an easement across the 

following described property: 

A thirty-three foot wide permanent easement for public roadway purposes over, under, 

and across the NE ¼ of the SE ¼, the NW ¼ of the SE ¼, the SW ¼  of the SE ¼, and 

the SE ¼ of the SW ¼ of Section 25; the NE ¼ of the NW ¼, the NW ¼ of the NE ¼, 

the SE ¼ of the NW ¼, the NE ¼ of the SW ¼, the SE ¼ of the SW ¼, and the SW ¼ 

of the SW ¼ of Section 36; and the SE ¼ of the SE ¼ of Section 35, all in Township 64 

North, Range 13 West of the Fourth Principal Meridian, more or less over the course of 

the existing Hanson Lake Forest Road.  A complete centerline description of the 

easement area will be provided by the Hanson Lake Road Association, Inc., when the 

survey of same is completed, prior to formal application for the easement to the State of 

Minnesota.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that to provide continuity to the above described easement with 

County State Aid Highway 116 (the Echo Trail), the Superior National Forest is hereby 

requested to provide St. Louis County with an easement across the following described 

property: 

A thirty-three foot wide permanent easement for public roadway purposes over, under, 

and across the NW ¼ of the SW ¼ and the SW ¼ of the SW ¼ of Section 30, Township 

64 North, Range 12 West of the Fourth Principal Meridian, more or less over the course 

of the existing Hanson Lake Forest Road.  A complete centerline description of the 

easement area will be provided by the Hanson Lake Road Association, Inc., when the 

survey of same is completed, prior to formal application for the easement to the Superior 

National Forest.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to execute an agreement with the Hanson Lake Road Association, Inc., and any 

amendments thereto as approved by the County Attorney’s office, for future improvement and 

maintenance expenses of the road and for payments to the Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources and/or the Superior National Forest for the acquisition of this permanent road 

easement. 

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-568 

 

WHEREAS, representatives of Wisconsin Central, Ltd. (Railroad), the Minnesota Department 

of Transportation, St. Louis County and the City of Iron Junction have been meeting and 

evaluating those railroad crossings known as DOT No. 251968W and 251990J located on 

County State Aid Highway 127 (Main Street) within the City of Iron Junction; and 

WHEREAS, these representatives have agreed that the described railroad crossings can be 

permanently closed in the interest of public safety and convenience without significant adverse 

effects upon the traveling public, business, and the delivery of emergency services; and 

WHEREAS, adequate plans have been developed to mitigate the loss of access to 

instrumentalities of the City of Iron Junction and the Railroad, and to compensate the City of 

Iron Junction for the loss of convenience caused by this closure. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute an agreement, and any amendments approved by the 

County Attorney, with the City of Iron Junction, setting forth the terms and conditions for the 

permanent closure of the two railroad crossings of CSAH 127 (Main Street) described above. 

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-569 

 

WHEREAS, representatives of the Wisconsin Central, Ltd. (Railroad), the Minnesota 
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Department of Transportation, St. Louis County and the City of Iron Junction have been 

meeting and evaluating those railroad crossings known as DOT No. 251968W and 251990J 

located on County State Aid Highway 127 (Main Street) within the City of Iron Junction; and 

WHEREAS, these representatives have agreed that the described railroad crossings can be 

permanently closed in the interest of public safety and convenience without significant adverse 

effects upon the traveling public, business, and the delivery of emergency services; and 

WHEREAS, adequate plans have been developed to mitigate the loss of access to 

instrumentalities of the City of Iron Junction and the Railroad, and to compensate the City of 

Iron Junction for the loss of convenience caused by this closure. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute an agreement, and any amendments approved by the 

County Attorney, with Wisconsin Central, Ltd., a Limited Liability company under the laws of 

the State of Illinois, setting forth the terms and conditions for the permanent closure of the two 

railroad crossings of CSAH 127 (Main Street) described above. 

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-570 

 

WHEREAS, under the provision of Minnesota Laws, County State Aid Highway 127 may no 

longer meet the intent of Minnesota Rules 8820.0500 to form part of an integrated network of 

highways. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that, subject to the approval of the Commissioner 

of Transportation of the State of Minnesota, the St. Louis County Board revokes as a County 

State Aid Highway, the highways described as follows: 

County State Aid Highway No. 127, from the intersection with County State Aid 

Highway No. 7 westerly 0.16 mile to the intersection with County Road 452 (State Aid 

Segment # 69-727-010), which is hereby designated as St. Louis County Road No. 452, 

and 

County State Aid Highway No. 127, from the intersection with County Road 452 north 

and then easterly 0.38 mile to the intersection with County State Aid Highway No. 7 

(State Aid Segment # 69-727-030), which is hereby designated as St. Louis County 

Road No. 789.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Auditor is authorized and directed to forward two 

certified copies of this resolution and attached maps to the Commissioner of Transportation 

for consideration.  

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-571 

 

WHEREAS, on May 23, 2012, the County Extension Committee recommended that the St. 

Louis County Board of Commissioners approve a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 

between the County and University of Minnesota to provide specific Extension programs 

within St. Louis County and for Extension staff to perform these services; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed MOA is for one year beginning January 1, 2013, through December 

31, 2013, including three positions identified as 4-H Program Coordinator (2.75 FTEs) for a 

total contract price of $180,263. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to sign the 2013 Memorandum of Agreement with the University 

of Minnesota to provide Extension programs totaling $180,263, payable from Fund 184, 

Agency 184001, Object 629900; and Fund 184, Agency 186002, Object 629900. 

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-572 

 

WHEREAS, all increases in original governmental funds revenue and expenditure budgets 

require County Board approval; and 

WHEREAS, departments anticipate being notified of additional revenues throughout the year 

and need approval to increase revenue and expenditure budgets; and  

WHEREAS, proposed budget adjustments are levy neutral.  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

authorizes the following budget changes: 

1. Use of depreciation reserve/leasehold improvement fund to have a water heater moved 

for the Jail energy upgrade projects ($264.00). 

2. Use of depreciation reserve/leasehold improvement fund to purchase solar equipment for 

the Jail roof project (Phase II energy upgrades) ($1,492.00). 

3. Increase intra-county revenue budget for insurance charges in the Property Casualty 

Liability fund and decrease use of fund balance as a result ($304,648.32). 

4. Use of Attorney Trust Accounts-Victim/Witness fund balance to purchase parking 

passes for victims of crime who have little or no means to pay for parking meters so they 

may attend trial ($180.00). 

5. Establish revenue and expense budget for new fund created in Mitchell Humphrey 

accounting software to track Boundary Waters Drug Task force buy money; account was 

previously tracked in Quicken software ($20,000.00). 

6. Increase revenue and expense budgets in capital project fund to account for unexpected 

power grant rebate revenue for energy efficiency ($3,872.60). 

7. Use of fund balance restricted for Recorder’s Equipment to purchase new computers for 

Assessor’s and Recorder’s employees ($70,000.00) and to have microfilm of Torrens 

documents scanned and indexed ($25,000.00). 

8. Transfer from Auditor ($10,000.00) and Administration ($8,025.00) to capital projects 

fund for design fees associated with Auditor’s license center relocation. 

9. Increase revenue and expense budget in HAVA (Help America Vote Act) grant to 

account for interest earned ($8.55). 

10. Reallocate Senior Engineer position to Principal Engineer position within Public Works 

– no budget changes as the $4,597.00 annual increase can be absorbed within existing 

2012 personnel budget. 

11. Reallocate Social Service Supervisor III position to Social Worker position within Public 

Health & Human Services; reduce expense budget and increase contribution to fund 

balance by annual savings amount prorated for remaining three months of 2012 

($5,817.00). 

12. Use of Public Health & Human Services technology improvements fund balance for a 

one-time investment in technology ($25,000). 

13. Reallocate Information Specialist I position to Information Specialist II position within 

Public Health & Human Services – no budget changes as the $2,976 annual increase can 

be absorbed within existing personnel budget. 
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Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-573 

 

WHEREAS, Dawghouse Bar & Grill, LLC d/b/a Dawghouse Bar & Grill, Northland 

Township, St. Louis County, Minnesota, has applied for On-Sale and Sunday On-Sale 

Intoxicating Liquor Licenses; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. Chapter 340A.404, Subdivision 6, Paragraph (a), “permits the county 

board to issue an on-sale intoxicating liquor license within the area of the county that is 

unorganized or unincorporated to a bowling center, restaurant, club, or hotel with the approval 

of the commissioner”; and 

WHEREAS, with regard to the application for said licenses, Dawghouse Bar & Grill has 

complied in all respects with the requirements of Minnesota Law and St. Louis County 

Ordinance No. 28. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License (License 

Number CMB13150) and Sunday On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License (License Number 

SUN13150) shall be issued to Dawghouse Bar & Grill, LLC d/b/a Dawghouse Bar & Grill, 

Northland Township, located in Area 3, for an annual fee of $950.00. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said liquor license shall be effective November 1, 2012, through 

June 30, 2013. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent upon payment of real estate 

taxes when due. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent upon proof of liquor liability 

and workers’ compensation insurance and approval from the Minnesota Department of Health 

and St. Louis County Environmental Services. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells the licensed place of business, the 

County Board, at its discretion and after an investigation, may transfer the license to a new 

owner, but without pro-rated refund of license fee to the license holder. 

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-574 

 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development has awarded St. Louis 
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County $60,203 in FY 2011 Emergency Solutions Grant funding and $190,582 in FY 2012 

Emergency Solutions Grant funding; and  

WHEREAS, the Planning and Community Development and Public Health and Human 

Services Departments conducted a joint request for proposals with the City of Duluth to 

allocate the 2011 and 2012 ESG funding; and 

WHEREAS, the applications were reviewed by county and city staff and the Heading Home 

Leadership Council through the St. Louis County Homeless Continuum of Care process 

resulting in funding recommendations to the St. Louis County Board and the Duluth City 

Council.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board allocates FY 2011 

and FY 2012 projects from grants and authorizes the appropriate county officials to execute 

agreements for approved projects and that disbursements related to the ESG agreements be 

made from ESG Fund 173 as follows:  

Agency-ESG Fund 173 

 

2011 and 2012 ESG Program – St. Louis County 

Project Amount 

Arrowhead Economic Opportunity Agency – Homeless Assistance  

(Shelter Operations) 

$44,063 

Arrowhead Economic Opportunity Agency – Flex Fund Administration  

(Rapid Re-Housing) 

$136,837 

Range Transitional Housing – Homeless Assistance (Case Management) $25,400 

Legal Aid Service of NE Minnesota Virginia Office – Legal Services $15,000 

Amherst H. Wilder Foundation – HMIS (data collection and reporting) 8,000 

St. Louis County – Administration $21,485 

Total  - ESG $250,785 

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-575 

 

WHEREAS, the 2013 Minnesota State Legislature funded the County Veterans Service Office 

Community Outreach Grant, allowing the Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs to open 

a grant process for County Veteran Service Offices to put forth proposals for grants to provide 

community outreach services to Minnesota veterans; and 

WHEREAS, the St Louis County Veterans Service Officer prepared a grant application for 

$2,298.00 for community outreach to be used within a seven month period. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board accepts the 

Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs County Veterans Service Office Community 

Outreach Grant in the amount of $2,298.00 for outreach, as defined in Minn. Stat. § 197.608, 

to all eligible veterans regarding the availability of benefits they have earned and especially 

those relating to post-traumatic stress disorder for all veterans, including World War II, 

Korean War, and Vietnam War era veterans, and should not be used to supplant or replace 

other funding.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the appropriate county officials are authorized to execute the 

grant agreement and documents. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St Louis County Veterans Service Office 2013 budget is 

amended to include receipt of $2,298.00 from the MDVA, with funds deposited into Fund 

100, Agency 124999, Grant 12403, and Year 2013. 

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-576 

 

WHEREAS, the Planning and Community Development Department continues to review 

office staffing requirements and has determined that a current Information Specialist II 

position assigned to community development work will not be filled; and   
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WHEREAS, the Planning and Community Development Department in its capacity as lead on 

the county’s Geographic Information System (GIS) program has identified a critical need for 

database administration; and  

WHEREAS, the Information Technology (IT) Department in its capacity as lead on the 

county’s land records databases has identified a critical need for database administration; and  

WHEREAS, the Planning and Community Development Department has discussed this need 

with the IT and Human Resources Departments and the three have decided a Technical 

Services Analyst III position is the best fit for the technical needs, with the position managed 

through a shared coordination model; and  

WHEREAS, the IT Department has sufficient personnel savings to fund this position for the 

rest of 2012 and it will be built into its 2013 budget; and   

WHEREAS, County Fiscal Policies specify that any position change greater than three pay 

grades must go to the County Board for approval. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

reallocation of the Information Specialist II (pay grade 10) position in Planning and 

Community Development Department to a Technical Services Analyst III (pay grade 25) in 

the Information Technology Department (Fund 100, Agency 117013) and make associated 

budgetary changes effective November 3, 2012.  

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-577 

 

WHEREAS, the former incumbent in the job class of Contract & Procurement Specialist 

recently retired from the Property Management Department, leaving the position vacant; and 

WHEREAS, in analyzing the needs of the department and the most appropriate means of 

replacing the incumbent, it was determined that the position would be best situated in the 

county’s Purchasing Division where it could be a shared resource with several departments 

including the Sheriff’s Office, Public Works, and Property Management.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

reallocation of one (1) full time equivalent Contract & Procurement Specialist from the 

Property Management Department (Fund 100, Agency 128002), to the Purchasing Division of 

the Administration Department (Fund 100, Agency 119001). 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the personnel complement for Property Management is reduced 

by one (1) full time equivalent Contract & Procurement Specialist, and the personnel 

complement for the Administration Department, Purchasing Division, is increased by one (1) 

full time equivalent effective with the start of the next pay period, November 3, 2012. 

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-578 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has a unique value-added role to provide the mining industry 

through the county mine inspector function; and    

WHEREAS, the present County Mine Inspector will retire effective October 19, 2012, and 

County Administration has been involved in a business improvement analysis and a 

stakeholder analysis during the past two years in preparation of succession planning for this 

county function; and 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the county to designate the Safety and Risk Manager as the 

appropriate county official to discharge the duties of mine inspector on an interim basis; and  

WHEREAS, the county has determined that the reallocation of an existing vacant Assistant 

Mine Inspector (pay grade B17) 1.0 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) position to a Loss Control 

Specialist (pay grade B25) with a working title of Mine Safety Specialist, who will conduct 

mine inspections as well as initiate mining related loss control initiatives, would add value to 

this work; and 

WHEREAS, County Fiscal Policies require any position change greater than three pay grades 

go to the County Board for approval; and  

WHEREAS, funding is available within the Safety and Risk Management budget and the 

County Attorney’s Office and Human Resources Department have reviewed both requested 
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items. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board designates the 

Safety and Risk Manager as the appropriate county official to discharge the duties of county 

mine inspector in St. Louis County effective immediately. 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Board authorizes the reallocation of 1.0 FTE 

Assistant Mine Inspector position (pay grade B17) to 1.0 FTE Loss Control Specialist (pay 

grade B25) (Mine Safety Specialist) and make associated budgetary changes effective 

November 3, 2012.   

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-579 

 

RESOLVED, that the 2012/2013 Civil Service Supervisory Unit contract is ratified and 

County officials are authorized to execute the Collective Bargaining Unit Agreement, a copy 

of which is on file in County Board File No. 59530.  

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-580 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office is a member of the Boundary Waters Drug 

Task Force, and the county serves as its fiscal agent; and 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Office of Justice Programs, is 

offering an amended 2012 Boundary Waters Drug Task Force grant, increasing the amount 

from $96,043 to $192,086 and changing the expiration date from December 31, 2012, to 

December 31, 2013. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board accepts the 

amendment to the 2012 Boundary Waters Drug Task Force Grant in the amount of $192,086, 

to be accounted for in Fund 100, Agency 129999, Grant 12901, Year 2012. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to sign any associated contract documents. 

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-581 

 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota has made $78,117 available through the Emergency 

Management Performance Grant to assist the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office for local 

emergency management programs. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes 

application and acceptance of the 2012 State of Minnesota, Emergency Management 

Performance Grant in the amount of $78,117, to be accounted for in Fund 100, Agency 

132001, Revenue Code 540901.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to sign any associated contract documents. 

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-582 

 

WHEREAS, on October 9, 2012, by Resolution No. 12-550, the County Board approved a 

maintenance agreement with CenturyLink and the purchase of two power stations; and 

WHEREAS, purchasing two new 911 workstations and upgrading the current ten workstations 

simultaneously will ensure stability of the county’s 911 system and allow for the migration to 

Next Generation 911; and  

WHEREAS, ten 911 workstations are nearing end of service and will need to be upgraded 

early next year. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an 

agreement with CenturyLink Government to upgrade the 911 phone system and purchase two 

(2) new workstations in the amount of $206,000, plus tax, not to exceed $14,000 for the 

installation and hardware portions, to be accounted for in Fund 179, Agency 179001, Object 

665900.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to sign any associated contract documents. 
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RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Board Resolution No. 12-550, dated October 9, 

2012, is hereby rescinded. 

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-583 

 

RESOLVED, that a public hearing will be held at 9:40 a.m., November 6, 2012, in the St. 

Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, for the purpose of considering an Off-Sale 

Intoxicating Liquor License for Dawghouse Bar & Grill, LLC d/b/a Dawghouse Bar & Grill, 

Northland Township. 

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-584 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County experienced a flood-related disaster on June 19 and 20, 2012; 

and 

WHEREAS, the disaster caused extensive property damage to residential, seasonal, 

agricultural, and commercial properties in St. Louis County; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County was declared a disaster area by Presidential declaration on July 

6, 2012, and; 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §§ 273.1231 - 273.1235 provide for property tax relief upon 

reassessment of properties damaged by disaster, and upon application to the Governor of the 

State of Minnesota and the Executive Council, and;  

WHEREAS, the minimum requirements of the aforementioned statutes have been met as 

demonstrated in the damage assessment reports found in County Board File No. 59531. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board requests that the 

property tax abatements and credits granted to property owners under §§ 273.1231 - 273.1235 

for the disaster that occurred on June 19 and 20, 2012, be reimbursed pursuant to the 

provisions of Minn. Stat. §§ 273.1231 - 273.1235. 

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-585 

 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development has notified St. Louis 

County of the award of $215,280 in Shelter Plus Care (S+C) Program funding from the FY 

2011 Continuum of Care Homeless Assistance Programs competition; and 

WHEREAS, the S+C funding will provide five years of rental assistance for homeless persons 

entering housing units of the New Moon Supportive Housing Program owned and operated by 

the Bois Forte Band of Chippewa and related administrative expenses; and 

WHEREAS, construction of the New Moon development has been completed, the units are 

ready for occupancy, and the Bois Forte Band will provide supportive services and 

independent living skills training to assist the New Moon residents.  The cost of these services 

will be reported as HUD-required match to the S+C funding. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

Planning and Community Development Director to execute the FY 2011 HUD Shelter Plus 

Care grant agreement and all other necessary documents to accept the funding. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Planning and Community Development Director is 

authorized to execute the memorandum of understanding between St. Louis County and the 

Bois Forte Band of Chippewa to implement the New Moon Supportive Housing Program. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that funds will be received and payable from Fund 173, Agency 

173999, Grant 17302, Grant Year 2012. 

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-586 

 

WHEREAS, the August 24, 2012, Special Session of the State Legislature set aside $500,000 

in the Department of Public Safety budget for debris removal; and  

WHEREAS,  Homeland Security representatives have suggested that these funds should be 

used to pay for any debris removal costs not paid by FEMA as well as to help cover the cost of 

debris removal during reconstruction; and  

WHEREAS, Homeland Security, through the regional Long Term Recovery Committee, has 
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identified the county as the appropriate agency to apply for these funds; and     

WHEREAS, the Long Term Recovery Committee, hosted by the United Way of Greater 

Duluth, identified a budget for this project totaling a request of $200,000 from the Department 

of Public Safety. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to apply for and accept $200,000 of Department of Public Safety 

funds designated for flood related debris removal and create the revenue and expense budget 

in Fund 100, Agency 104999, Grant 10403, Year 2012.   

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the county to contract 

with United Way of Greater Duluth to administer these funds. 

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-587 

 

WHEREAS, on August 24, 2012, state legislation was passed which provided $15 million in 

the Minnesota Investment Fund (MIF) Disaster Recovery Financing for local units of 

government to assist businesses impacted from the 2012 flood; and 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development is 

currently taking applications for the 2012 MIF Disaster Recovery Financing; and 

WHEREAS, two businesses have requested MIF Disaster Recovery Financing and an 

application for $170,000 will be prepared to include funding for Lake States Insulation for 

$150,000, the Retreat Golf Course for $15,000 and administration for $5,000.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that St. Louis County will act as the legal sponsor 

for projects contained in the $170,000 Minnesota Investment Fund Disaster Recovery 

Application to be submitted on or about November 1, 2012, and that the St. Louis County 

Planning and Community Development Director is authorized to apply to the Minnesota 

Department of Employment and Economic Development for funding on behalf of St. Louis 

County. 

 RESOLVED FURTHER, that St. Louis County has the legal authority to apply for financial 

assistance, and the institutional, managerial, and financial capability to ensure adequate 

administration of the projects. 

 RESOLVED FURTHER, that St. Louis County has not violated any federal, state, or local 

laws pertaining to fraud, bribery, kickbacks, collusion, conflict of interest or other unlawful or 

corrupt practice. 

 RESOLVED FURTHER, that St. Louis County adopts the St. Louis County Guidelines for 

administering the Minnesota Investment Fund contended in County Board File No. 59532. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that upon state approval of the application, St. Louis County may 

enter into an agreement with the state of Minnesota for the MIF Disaster Recovery Financing 

and that St. Louis County certifies that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations 

as stated in all contract agreements. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Planning and Community Development 

Director is authorized to execute such agreements, and amendments thereto, as are necessary 

to implement the projects on behalf of St. Louis County. 

 RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Planning and Community Development 

Director and a representative of the County Attorney are authorized to execute loan 

agreements and all necessary documents for the approved projects. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that funds be deposited and dispersed into Fund 176, Agency 

176999, Grant 17601, Year 2012.  

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-588 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County is the sponsor of Grant-In-Aid Trails, including those 

maintained by the Pequaywan Area Trailblazers, Inc.; and 

WHEREAS, the Pequaywan Area Trailblazers trail system sustained significant damage 

during the severe storms and flooding in June 2012; and 

WHEREAS, the repair of the storm and flood damage sustained by this trail system is eligible 
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for funding through Federal Disaster Declaration (FEMA-4069-DR-MN); and 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota has agreed to provide advance funding to the county for 

the reconstruction of the Grant-In-Aid Trail in accordance with the terms of the St. Louis 

County Grant-In-Aid Trails 2012 Disaster Rehabilitation Project Cooperative Agreement 

between the State of Minnesota and St. Louis County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute the cooperative agreement with the State of Minnesota 

for the 2012 Disaster Rehabilitation Project, subject to approval of the County Attorney, with 

estimated expenses not to exceed $45,000. 

Adopted October 23, 2012. No. 12-589 

 

At 12:17 p.m., October 23, 2012, Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner 

Dahlberg, moved to adjourn; six yeas, zero nays. 

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON NOVEMBER 6, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 6th day 

of November, 2012, at 9:36 a.m., in the County Boardroom, Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, 

with the following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris 

Dahlberg, Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, and Chair Keith Nelson - 6.  Absent:  Commissioner 

Steve Raukar – 1. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who protect and serve our 

communities and those who protect our freedoms.   

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to persons who wanted to address the Board concerning 

issues not on the agenda and no one chose to do so.   

 

At 9:40 a.m., a public hearing convened, pursuant to Resolution No. 12-584, adopted October 

23, 2012, to consider the issuance of an off-sale intoxicating liquor license for the Dawghouse 

Bar & Grill, LLC d/b/a Dawghouse Bar & Grill, Northland Township.  Assistant County 

Attorney Jim Nephew presented the Board with a packet of information regarding Dawghouse 

Bar & Grill, LLC.  The packet contained the following items: town board resolution; liquor 

liability insurance valid through July 1, 2013; notice of Liquor Licensing Committee meeting; 

minutes from October 15, 2012, Liquor License Committee meeting; copy of the liquor 

license checklist; public hearing Resolution No. 12-584 adopted October 23, 2012; notice of 

public hearing published October 26, 2012, in the Duluth News Tribune; notice of public 

hearing sent to Nicholas Miller on October 29, 2012; and proof that real estate taxes are 

current.  Chair Nelson then asked if there were any representatives of the entity that would like 

to appear and give testimony; no one appeared.  After further discussion, Commissioner 

Sweeney, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to close the hearing at 9:44 a.m.; six 

yeas, zero nays.  Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to 

pass the resolution regarding the issuance of an Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor license to 

Dawghouse Bar & Grill, LLC; six yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-595. 

 

Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, moved to approve the consent 

agenda.  The consent agenda was then approved; six yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Jewell, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to adjourn to a closed 

session for litigation purposes.  Chair Nelson asked that the closed session be held at the 

conclusion of the Committee of the Whole meeting.  After further discussion, the motion 

passed; six yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-596. 

 

The following Board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

Board meeting: 
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County-State Aid Highway (CSAH) Project Contract between the County of St. Louis and 

KTM Paving, Inc., Hermantown, MN, for culvert replacement and bituminous pavement on 

CSAH 12 (Storm WO 160284).—12-906 

County-State Aid Highway Project Contract between the County of St. Louis and Ulland 

Brothers, Inc., Cloquet, MN, for bituminous patching on CSAH 29 (Storm WO 160710).—

12-907 

County-State Aid Highway Project Contract between the County of St. Louis and Watters & 

Sons Excavating, LLC, Duluth, MN, for plant mixed bituminous surface and aggregate 

shouldering on CSAH 56 (Storm WO 160743).—12-908 

County-State Aid Highway Project Contract between the County of St. Louis and KTM 

Paving, Inc., Hermantown, MN, for culvert replacement and bituminous pavement on CSAH 

34 (Storm WO 162530).—12-909 

Payment and Performance Bond for Federal, State, or County Highway Construction and 

Maintenance Project, Bond No. GRMN34980A, by KTM Paving, Inc., for culvert 

replacement, aggregate base, bituminous paving, and permanent pavement markings on 

CSAH 7 (SP 69-607-049, Storm WO 160962).—12-910 

 

Payment and Performance Bond for Federal, State, or County Highway Construction and 

Maintenance Project, Bond No. GRMN 34979A, by KTM Paving, Inc., for culvert 

replacement, aggregate base, bituminous paving, and permanent pavement markings on 

CSAH 31 (Storm WO 160888).—12-911 

 

Payment and Performance Bond for Federal, State, or County Highway Construction and 

Maintenance Project, Bond No. 929557260, by Hammerlund Construction, Inc., for culvert 

replacement on CSAH 8 (Storm WO 160703).—12-912 

Payment and Performance Bond for Federal, State, or County Highway Construction and 

Maintenance Project, Bond No. GRMN34961A, by Utility Systems of America, Inc., for slope 

stabilization and culvert replacement on CR 836 (Storm WO 160607, WO 160682).—12-913 

Payment and Performance Bond for Federal, State, or County Highway Construction and 

Maintenance Project, Bond No. GRMN34960A, by Utility Systems of America, Inc., for slope 

stabilization on CSAH 29 (Storm WO 160715, WO 163323).—12-914 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and Perkins+Will, 

Minneapolis, MN, for Phase II Design Development, Bid Drawing and Specifications, FFE, 

and Code Review services for the Government Services Center Remodel.—12-915 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Suit, LLC, Duluth, 

MN, for Office Space Planning, Layout, Field Verification of Area, Design, and Computer-

Aided Design and Drafting (CADD) Drawings for the Remodeling of the Duluth Courthouse 

Fifth Floor to County Attorney and Property Management Offices project.—12-916 
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Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Suit, LLC, Duluth, 

MN, for Design Services for the Reconfigure County Assessor’s Office Space in the Duluth 

Courthouse project.—12-917 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Foster, Jacobs & 

Johnson, Inc., Duluth, MN, for Mechanical HVAC Design services for the County Auditor’s 

License Center Relocation project.—12-918 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Scalzo Architects, 

Duluth, MN, for Investigation, Planning, Code Review, Viability and Conceptual Design 

services for the Duluth Courthouse – Fifth Floor Restrooms – Secure Access project.—12-919 

Deal #991 Cash Relocation Agreement for Point-to-Point Fixed Service between St. Louis 

County and T-Mobile USA, Inc., for replacement of microwave radio system.—12-920 

Addendum to Purchase Agreement, Contract No. 13059L, between the St. Louis County 

Board of Commissioners and Access to Employment Too, Inc. (CCSA) extending the 

termination date to June 30, 2013 and cost and delivery of purchased services.—12-921 

Grant Application Approval Form for the Department of Human Services Adoption and Foster 

Care Relative Recruitment Grant.—12-922 

County-State Aid Highway Project Contract between the County of St. Louis and KTM 

Paving, Inc., Hermantown, MN, for bituminous patching on CSAH 31 (Storm WO 

160393).—12-923 

County-State Aid Highway Project Contract between the County of St. Louis and KTM 

Paving, Inc., Hermantown, MN, for bituminous patching on CSAH 31 (MP 31-172356).—12-

924 

County-State Aid Highway Project Contract between the County of St. Louis and 

Hammerlund Construction, Inc., Grand Rapids, MN, for culvert replacement on CASH 5 

(Storm WO 160624).—12-925 

County-State Aid Highway Project Contract between the County of St. Louis and Watters & 

Sons Excavating, LLC, Duluth, MN, for pavement removal, grading, aggregate base, 

bituminous surface and aggregate shoulders on CSAH 3 (SP 69-603-013, Storm WO 

160787).—12-926 

County-State Aid Highway Project Contract between the County of St. Louis and KTM 

Paving, Inc., Hermantown, MN, for bituminous surfacing on CSAH 31 (SAP 69-030-023, 

Storm WO 161037).—12-927 

County-State Aid Highway Project Contract between the County of St. Louis and Watters & 

Sons Excavating, LLC, Duluth, MN, for grading, bituminous paving, aggregate shoulders, 

riprap on CSAH 8 (Storm WO 161016).—12-928 

County-State Aid Highway Project Contract between the County of St. Louis and KGM 

Contractors, Inc., Angora, MN, for culvert replacement, bituminous pavement, reclamation, 
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aggregate base, aggregate base stabilization, plant mix bituminous surface and aggregate 

shouldering on CR 615, CR 620, and CR 583 (SAP 69-598-037, CP 83767).—12-929 

County-State Aid Highway Project Contract between the County of St. Louis and Redstone 

Construction Co., Inc., Mora, MN, for approach grading, bituminous paving, guardrail and 

bridge No. 69A06 on CASH 37 (SP 69-637-022, ER MN12(227), CP 161399).—12-930 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and Sandy Roggenkamp for 

testing of bituminous, concrete, grading and base acceptance in flood-related projects.—12-

931 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and SEH, Duluth, MN, for 

wetland delineation and report for CSAH 89 (Highland Street) in Duluth (SAP 69-689-004, 

CP 8213).—12-932 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and LHB Corporation, Duluth, 

MN, for design and construction administrative services of flood damaged bridges (WO 

172199).—12-933 

State of Minnesota, Minnesota State Colleges and Universities Customized Training Income 

Contract between MN State Colleges and Universities and St. Louis County for Heartsaver 

First Aid, CPR and AED instruction at the Mesabi Range Community & Technical College – 

Eveleth Campus.—12-934 

Agreement for Professional Services between St. Louis County and Heacox, Hartman, 

Koshmrl, Cosgriff & Johnson, P.A., for workers’ compensation litigation services for the 

period August 24, 2012, through July 31, 2013.—12-935 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Short Elliott 

Hendrickson, Inc., Virginia, MN, for site drainage plan for Cook Office of the Land Dept.—

12-936 

St. Louis County On-Line Software Subscriber Agreement between the County of St. Louis 

and Building Outfitters, Inc., Lake Zurich, IL.—12-937 

Purchase of Service Agreement No. 14989 between the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners and Goodwill Industries Vocational Enterprises, Inc. (GIVE) for paper 

sorting.—12-938 

Addendum to Purchase Agreement Contract, No. 14989A, between the St. Louis County 

Board of Commissioners and Goodwill Industries Vocational Enterprises, Inc. (GIVE).—12-

939 

Upon motion by Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, resolutions 

numbered 12-590 through 12-594, as submitted on the consent agenda, were unanimously 

adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER DAHLBERG: 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of October 23, 2012, are hereby approved. 
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Adopted November 6, 2012. No. 12-590 

 

RESOLVED, that the recommendations of the Finance Committee for payment of claims and 

bills against the County of St. Louis, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59440, are hereby approved and the County Auditor shall issue checks 

in the following amounts: 

SEPTEMBER 2012 

100  General Fund  $5,774,357.26 

149 Personnel Service Fund 425.50 

150  Sheriff's Nemesis Fund Group  7,401.89 

168 Sheriff’s State Forfeitures 271.69 

169 Attorney Trust Accounts-VW 1,041.24 

173 Emergency Shelter Grant 1,197.29 

179 Enhanced 9-1-1 12,170.41 

180  Law Library  6,386.50 

183 City/County Communications   2,063.92 

184  Extension Service   35,800.44 

200  Public Works 4,208,744.40 

210 Road Maint – Unorg Townships 25,111.36 

220  State Road Aid  4,126,964.95 

225 PW – June 2012 Flood 597,130.80 

230  Public Health & Human Services  5,362,298.61 

240  Forfeited Tax  432,747.08 

250 St. Louis County HRA 5,964.93 

260  CDBG Grant  238,868.64 

270  Home Grant    38,650.96 

280 Federal Septic Loan – EPA Fund 7,256.08 

290 Forest Resources 26,108.64 

400 County Facilities 50,932.41 

402 Depreciation Reserve Fund 28,819.62 

405 Public Works Building Const 122,976.59 

407 Public Works – Equipment 3,217.38 

439 2010A Capital Improvement Bond      43.08 

600  Environmental Services  508,715.67 

616  On-Site Waste Water Division   37,155.76 

640 Plat Books 220.02 

715  County Garage  285,449.07 

720  Property Casualty Liability   6,808.29 

730  Workers Compensation  241,948.99 

770 Retired Employees Health Ins 2,314.43 

826 Taconite Production Tax 4,382,310.00 

900  State of Minnesota  1,469,458.74 

902  Courts  323,451.73 

907 Special Taxes 57,159.14 

909  Tax Refunds    32,247.21 

925  Arrowhead Regional Corrections  1,518,760.25 

955  Community Health Board  121,342.41 

985  Collective Local Collaborative    18,771.42 

989  Regional Railroad Authority  165,241.45 

992 Permits to Carry – Firearms 9,583.57 

998  MPL-DUL Train Alliance              20,757.16 

  $30,318,646.98 

Adopted November 6, 2012. No. 12-591 
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RESOLVED, that the workers’ compensation report of claims by employees for work-related 

injuries, dated October 19, 2012, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from Fund 730, 

Agency 730001. 

Adopted November 6, 2012. No. 12-592 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 51, the applications for license 

to sell tobacco products, at retail, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59392, are hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to 

issue the licenses as follows: 

Vermilion Ventures, LLC, d/b/a Bayview Lodge, Township of Greenwood, Tobacco 

Products License No. T13264; 

The Clip Joint Tavern, Inc., d/b/a The Clip Joint Tavern, Inc., Township of Alborn, 

Tobacco Products License No. T13253; 

Renee L. Padget d/b/a Dick’s Head Shop, City of Aurora, Tobacco Products License No. 

T13261; 

Van Gillen’s Dry Dock Bar, Inc., d/b/a Dry Dock Bar & Restaurant, Township of 

Midway, Tobacco Products License No. T1342; 

Family Dollar, Inc., d/b/a Family Dollar #7780, City of Aurora, Tobacco Products 

License No. T13270; 

Hi Banks Resort, Inc., d/b/a Hi Banks Resort, Township of Fredenberg, Tobacco 

Products License No. T13187; 

Holiday Stationstores, Inc., d/b/a Holiday Stationstore #85, City of Proctor, Tobacco 

Products License No. T1364; 

Holiday Stationstores, Inc., d/b/a Holiday Stationstore #409, Township of Canosia, 

Tobacco Products License No. T13245; 

Oveson Kab-Con, Inc., d/b/a Kettle Falls Hotel, Township of Unorganized 70-18, 

Tobacco Products License No. T1376; 

Curran Enterprises, Inc., d/b/a Makinen Market, Inc., Township of Unorganized 56-16, 

Tobacco Products License No. T1388; 

Elephant Lake Lodge, Inc., d/b/a Melgeorge’s Elephant Lake Lodge, Township of Camp 

5, Tobacco Products License No. T13216; 

CMK Management, Inc., d/b/a Powerhouse Bar, City of Proctor, Tobacco Products 

License No. T13141; 

Miner’s Incorporated d/b/a Super One Foods, Township of Canosia, Tobacco Products 

License No. T13269; 

Sullivan’s Mercantile, Inc., d/b/a Twig General, Township of Grand Lake, Tobacco 

Products License No. T13129. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holders sell their licensed business, the County 

Board, at its discretion, may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new owner, but 

without pro-rated refund to the license holders. 

Adopted November 6, 2012. No. 12-593 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 51, the applications for license 

to sell tobacco products, at retail, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59392, are hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to 

issue the licenses as follows. 

The following license holders were issued a tobacco violation citation on the dates as stated: 

Buffalo Valley, Inc., d/b/a Buffalo House, Township of Midway, Tobacco Products 

License No. T13202, October 30, 2012; 

Furry's, Inc., d/b/a Dino's, City of Aurora, Tobacco Products License No. T13201, 

December 16, 2010; 
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Holiday Stationstores, Inc., d/b/a Holiday Stationstore #184, Township of White, 

Tobacco Products License No. T1365, December 14, 2011; 

Leon Polley, d/b/a Polley's Resort, Township of Unorganized 63-17, Tobacco Products 

License No. T13108, September 13, 1998; 

Best Oil Co., Inc., d/b/a Proctor Little Store, City of Proctor, Tobacco Products License 

No. T13110, September 30, 1998; 

Proctor Milk House, Inc., d/b/a Proctor Milk House, Inc., City of Proctor, Tobacco 

Products License No. T13111, September 30, 1998; December 22, 2000; July 12, 2011; 

DeWall Service Center, Inc., d/b/a Troy's Amoco, City of Proctor, Tobacco Products 

License No. T13235, December 11, 2008. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holders sell their licensed business, the County 

Board, at its discretion, may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new owner, but 

without pro-rated refund to the license holders. 

Adopted November 6, 2012. No. 12-594 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, Dawghouse Bar & Grill, LLC d/b/a Dawghouse Bar & Grill, Northland 

Township, St. Louis County, Minnesota, has applied for an off-sale intoxicating liquor license; 

and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 340A.405, Subdivision 2(d), requires that a public hearing be held 

prior to the issuance of an off-sale intoxicating liquor license; and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on November 6, 2012, at 9:40 a.m. in the St. Louis 

County Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, for the purpose of considering the granting of the off-

sale intoxicating liquor license; and 

WHEREAS, with regard to the application for said license, Dawghouse Bar & Grill has 

complied in all respects with the requirements of Minnesota Law and St. Louis County 

Ordinance No. 28; and 

WHEREAS, the Liquor Licensing Committee of the St. Louis County Board has considered 

the nature of the business to be conducted and the propriety of the location and has 

recommended approval of the application. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License (License 

Number CMB13150) shall be issued to Dawghouse Bar & Grill, LLC d/b/a Dawghouse Bar & 

Grill, Northland Township, located in Area 3, for an annual fee of $150.00. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said liquor license shall be effective November 6, 2012, through 

June 30, 2013. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent upon payment of real estate 

taxes when due. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells the licensed place of business, the 

County Board after an investigation may transfer the license to a new owner, but without pro-

rated refund of license fee to the license holder. 

Unanimously adopted November 6, 2012. No. 12-595 

 

BY COMMISSIONER JEWELL: 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 13D.05, Subd. 3(b), the St. Louis County Board may 

close a meeting as permitted by the attorney/client privilege; and 

WHEREAS, the County Attorney requires discussion on potential settlement and litigation 

strategy with the County Board in a closed session of the Committee of the Whole. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board will convene in a 

closed meeting of the Committee of the Whole on November 6, 2012, for the purpose of 

discussing settlement litigation strategy immediately following the Board meeting. 

Unanimously adopted November 6, 2012. No. 12-596 
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At 9:47 a.m., November 6, 2012, Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner 

Sweeney, moved to adjourn; six yeas, zero nays.  

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON NOVEMBER 13, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 13th day 

of November, 2012, at 9:35 a.m., in the County Boardroom, Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, 

with the following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris 

Dahlberg, Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson - 7.  Absent:  

None. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor U.S. troops serving throughout the world 

and their families as well as all persons adversely affected by war. 

 

A Duluth Employee Recognition Event was held honoring retirees and employees with 25, 30, 

and 35 years of service with a special recognition of Lee Francisco for 40 years of service with 

St. Louis County.  

 

Chair Nelson then opened the meeting to persons who wanted to address the Board concerning 

issues not on the agenda.  Several St. Louis County employees including:  Mike Welch, Mary 

Bridget Lawson, Paula Stocke, Joaquim Harris, Andrea Gelb, and Mary Ness asked the Board 

to support the St. Louis County gay and lesbian employees and consider a policy change to 

allow gay and lesbian employees soft benefits such as sick leave and bereavement leave. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Forsman, moved to approve the sale of 

surplus fee owned county land located in Alango Township to Joshua Antus and authorize the 

appropriate county officials to execute and deliver a quit claim deed for the property for the 

bid amount of $7,409.  The buyer is responsible for deed tax and recording fees.  The motion 

passed; seven yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-614. 

 

Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Jewell, moved to approve the sale of 

surplus fee owned county land located in Unorganized Township 60-19 to Jennifer Hudyma 

and authorize the appropriate county officials to execute and deliver a quit claim deed for the 

property for the bid amount of $63,800.  The buyer is responsible for deed tax and recording 

fees. The motion passed; seven yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-615. 

 

At 10:37 a.m., a public hearing convened, pursuant Minn. Stat. 83A.05, which governs the 

naming of state geographic features, to consider the renaming of a creek located in Fairbanks 

and Bassett Townships.  Assistant County Administrator, Gary Eckenberg stated that no 

duplicate name for “Petrell Creek” is listed in Minnesota.  Mr. Eckenberg explained that both 

Fairbank Township and Bassett Township support the name change to “Petrell Creek”.  Pete 

Bouley of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources stated that this is the third case of a 

missing “L” and spoke in support of the name change.  After further discussion, 

Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Jewell, moved to close the hearing at 

10:48 a.m.; seven yeas, zero nays.  Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner 

Sweeney, moved to pass the resolution regarding the renaming of the Petrell Creek; seven 

yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-616. 

 

At 11:00 a.m., a public hearing convened, to consider penalties and/or suspension of liquor 

licenses for alleged violation of the liquor law, sale to minor, on April 12, 2012, by Vermilion 

Ventures, LLC d/b/a Bayview Lodge, Greenwood Township.  Assistant County Attorney Jim 

Nephew presented the Board with a packet of information regarding Vermilion Ventures, 

LLC.  The packet contained the following items:  Board Resolution No. 12-523, adopted 



PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

358 

 
October 2, 2012; minutes from October 23, 2012, Liquor License Committee meeting; 

Assignment of Membership Interest document from seller, Erik Lietz to buyer, Alissa 

Sundberg; Erik Lietz’s resignation as an employee, officer and manager of Vermilion 

Ventures, LLC; notice of public hearing published November 3, 2012, in the Duluth News 

Tribune; and notice of public hearing sent to Alissa Sundberg and Erik Lietz on November 5, 

2012.  Chair Nelson then asked if there were any representatives of the entity who would like 

to appear and give testimony.  Alissa Sundberg and her representative, Shawn Reed, gave 

testimony.  After further discussion, Commissioner O’Neil, supported by Commissioner 

Forsman, moved to close the hearing at 11:10 a.m.; seven yeas, zero nays.  Commissioner 

O’Neil, supported by Commissioner Forsman, moved to pass an amended resolution that the 

Combination On/Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License No. CMB13139 and Sunday On-Sale 

Intoxicating Liquor License No. SUN13139 issued to Vermilion Ventures, LLC d/b/a Bayview 

Lodge, Township of Greenwood, are hereby suspended for ten (10) days and a $1,000.00 civil 

penalty is due, with seven (7) days of the suspension and $700.00 of the civil penalty stayed 

through the end of calendar year 2013, with no same or similar violations during that period.  

The second part of the motion is that any future liquor license issued by St. Louis County to 

Erik Lietz shall be suspended for ten (10) days and a $1,000.00 civil penalty imposed, with 

one (1) day of the suspension stayed for one year with no same or similar violations during 

that period.  The dates of suspension of the liquor licenses will be November 15, 2012, 

through November 17, 2012; six yeas, one nay from Commissioner Dahlberg. Resolution No. 

12-617. 

 

Commissioner Jewell, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, moved to approve the consent 

agenda. The motion passed; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Jewell, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, moved to approve settlement of 

a claim in the amount of $41,272.43 payable to Renae Darland and her attorney, Clayton 

Halunen, arising under the Americans with Disabilities Act.  The motion passed; six yeas, 

zero nays, one abstention by Commissioner Raukar.  Resolution No. 12-618. 

 

The following Board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

Board meeting: 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, submitting Board Letter No. 12-432, Arrowhead Counties 

Association Lobbying Services Agreement.—59544 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, submitting Board Letter No. 12-436, Establish Public 

Hearing to Consider Adoption of 2013 Fee Schedule.—59545 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, submitting Board Letter No. 12-430, Certificate of 

Approval of Special Law – Chris Jensen Health & Rehabilitation Center.—59546 

St. Louis County Board and the Employee Recognition Committee present Employee 

Recognition Awards, November 13, 2012.—59547 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Mark Monacelli, Director of Public Records and 

Property Valuation, submitting Board Letter No. 12-437, County Assessor Appointment.—

59548 

St. Louis County On-Line Software Subscriber Agreement between the County of St. Louis 

and First American Title Insurance, Baxter, Minnesota.—12-940 
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Payment and Performance Bond for Federal, State, or County Highway Construction and 

Maintenance Projects (Bond No. 71341440) by A Plus Landscaping, Inc., for debris removal 

and placement of riprap, County Bridge #856, State Bridge #69505 over CSAH 8 over the St. 

Louis River (SAP 69-030-023, Storm WO 162265).—12-941 

Payment and Performance Bond for Federal, State, or County Highway Construction and 

Maintenance Projects (Bond No. GRMN35029A) by Utility Systems of America, Inc., for 

debris removal and placement of riprap, County Bridge #195, State Bridge #69502 on CSAH 

133 over the Whiteface River (SP 69-733-026, Storm WO 161375).—12-942 

Payment and Performance Bond for Federal, State, or County Highway Construction and 

Maintenance Projects (Bond No. GRMN35020A) by Utility Systems of America, Inc., for 

debris removal, County Bridge #442, State Bridge #69623 on CSAH 27 over the St. Louis 

River (SAP 69-030-023, Storm WO 162256A).—12-943 

Payment and Performance Bond for Federal, State, or County Highway Construction and 

Maintenance Projects (Bond No. 8232-20-36) by Ulland Brothers, Inc., for debris removal, 

placement of riprap, repair structural crack of end section of culvert, County Bridge #30, State 

Bridge #97283 on CSAH 37 over Amity Creek (SP 69-637-023, Storm WO 162171).—12-

944 

Grant Contract between St. Louis County and Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs for 

County Veterans Service Office Community Outreach Grant Program.—12-945 

Grant Agreement Amendment of Minnesota Department of Public Safety Narcotics and Gang 

Task Force 2012 Grant increasing the amount to $192,086 and changing the expiration date to 

December 31, 2013.—12-946 

FY 2013 State of Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources Natural Resources Block 

Grant Agreement between the State of Minnesota and St. Louis County.—12-947 

Amendment No. 1 (Original Damion 2012-007255) to agreement between the County of St. 

Louis and Chandler Johnson for Low Resolutions Inventory 2012-13, 2013-14.—12-948 

Amendment No. 2 (Original Damion 2011-006623) to agreement between the County of St. 

Louis and Northern Lights Medical Transport, Inc., for Courier Service.—12-949 

Agreement between St. Louis County and St. Louis County Employees Association 

Representing St. Louis County Civil Service Supervisory Unit Employees, January 1, 2012 

through December 31, 2013.—12-950 

Supplemental Software Product Order between St. Louis County and Mitchell Humphrey & 

Company for Fast Track Gov.—12-951 

Upon motion by Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, resolutions 

numbered 12-597 through 12-613, as submitted on the consent agenda, were unanimously 

adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 
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for the meeting of November 6, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted November 13, 2012. No. 12-597 

 

WHEREAS, the 2012 Land and Minerals Department budget includes funding for treating 

511.5 acres with mechanical site scarification by disc trench on state tax forfeited lands in the 

late fall of 2012; and 

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Division solicited bids for mechanical site scarification by disc 

trench with Future Forests, Inc., of Askov, MN, submitting the second lowest bid in the 

amount of $51,567. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute a contract with Future Forests, Inc., of Askov, MN, for 

the mechanical site scarification by disc trench on 511.5 acres, in accordance with the 

specifications of Bid No. 5023, subject to approval of the County Attorney, at its bid price of 

$51,567, payable from Fund 290, Agency 290001. 

Adopted November 13, 2012. No. 12-598 

 

WHEREAS, the Registrar of Titles is authorized to require Registered Land Survey Number 

112 pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 508.47; and 

WHEREAS, the County Surveyor and Examiner of Titles have approved Registered Land 

Survey Number 112; and 

WHEREAS, the final prints have been submitted for filing. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board grants final 

approval to Registered Land Survey Number 112 located in Tracts C and D, Registered Land 

Survey Number 82 and the SE¼ of NW¼, SW¼ of NE¼, Section 18, Township 62 North, 

Range 16 West (Greenwood Township). 

Adopted November 13, 2012. No. 12-599 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Gilbert has requested to purchase the following described state tax 

forfeited land for the price of $500, plus fees, for economic development: 

Legal:  Lot 10, Block 6, Gilbert 

 City of Gilbert 

 Parcel Code: 060-0010-01250 

Acres: 0.07 

 LDKEY: 71045 

and; 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1(a), authorizes the sale of state tax forfeited land to 

an organized governmental subdivision for any public purpose for which the subdivision is 

authorized to acquire property; and 

WHEREAS, this lot has not been withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 85.012, 

92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8, and 282.018, and other statutes that require the withholding of state 

tax forfeited lands from sale; and  

WHEREAS, this lot has been classified as non-conservation land pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 

282.01. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the sale 

of state tax forfeited land, as described, to the City of Gilbert for the price of $500, plus the 

following fees: 3% assurance fee of $15, deed fee of $25, deed tax of $1.65, recording fee of 

$46; for a total of $587.65, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Auditor shall offer for sale at public 

auction the state tax forfeited land described here if the City of Gilbert does not purchase the 

land by December 31, 2012. 

Adopted November 13, 2012. No. 12-600 
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WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.241 provides that state tax forfeited land may be repurchased 

by the previous owner subject to payment of delinquent taxes and assessments, with penalties, 

costs, and interest; and 

WHEREAS, the applicant, Cheryl Danielson of Duluth, MN, has applied to repurchase state 

tax forfeited land legally described as:  

 City of Duluth 

 W 300.81 feet of SE1/4  

 Section 2, Township 49 North, Range 15 West 

 Parcel Code:  010-2741-00632 

and; 

WHEREAS, the applicant was the owner of record at the time of forfeiture and is eligible to 

repurchase the property; and 

WHEREAS, approving the repurchase will correct undue hardship and promote the use of 

lands that will best serve the public interest. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

repurchase application by Cheryl Danielson of Duluth, MN, on file in County Board File No. 

59398, subject to payments including total taxes and assessments of $3,266.01, service fee of 

$114, deed tax of $10.78, deed fee of $25, and recording fee of $46; for a total of $3,461.79, 

to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund).  

Adopted November 13, 2012. No. 12-601 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the applications for abatements, 

correction of assessed valuations and taxes plus penalty and interest, and any additional 

accrual, identified in County Board File No. 59401. 

Adopted November 13, 2012. No. 12-602 

 

WHEREAS, the 2010A bond project package includes remodeling, energy upgrades, window 

replacement, and a new addition for the courthouse in Virginia, MN, approved by County 

Board Resolution No. 10-480, dated October 5, 2010; and 

WHEREAS, this project will complete the Virginia Courthouse long term master space plan 

and bring the facility up to date for building safety, building code, and current efficiency 

standards; and 

WHEREAS, the Virginia Courthouse remodeling and addition project which began in 2011 is 

nearing completion and a change order is necessary for unforeseen work needed to comply 

with state and city code standards and Department of Corrections mandates. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes a 

project change order/fee adjustment for the Virginia Courthouse remodel and addition in the 

amount of $69,783.49 to Max Gray Construction, Hibbing, MN, payable from Fund 400, 

Agency 400033.  

Adopted November 13, 2012. No. 12-603 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board will convene a public hearing at 9:40 a.m. on 

Tuesday, November 27, 2012, Council Chambers, City Hall, Hibbing, Minnesota, to consider 

the adoption of the fee schedule for various county services for the year 2013. 

Adopted November 13, 2012. No. 12-604 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 51, the applications for license 

to sell tobacco products, at retail, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59392, are hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to 

issue the licenses as follows: 

Edwards Oil, Inc., d/b/a Hoyt Lakes Lucky Seven, City of Hoyt Lakes, Tobacco 

Products License No. T1369; 

Inter City Oil Co., Inc., d/b/a Inter City Oil Co., Inc., Township of Cotton, 
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Tobacco Products License No. T1370; 

Knutson & Son, Inc., d/b/a Jim's Ash Trail Store, Township of Unorganized 

68-21, Tobacco Products License No. T13189; 

JDL's Landing, Inc., d/b/a The Landing, Township of Beatty, Tobacco 

Products License No. T13254; 

Thirsty Moose Bar & Grill, Inc., d/b/a Thirsty Moose Bar & Grill, Township 

of Cherry, Tobacco Products License No. T13218. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if a named license holder sells their licensed business, the 

County Board may at its discretion, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new owner, 

but without pro-rated refund to the license holder. 

Adopted November 13, 2012. No. 12-605 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 51, the applications for license 

to sell tobacco products at retail, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59392, are hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to 

issue the licenses as follows. 

The following license holders were issued a tobacco violation citation on the dates as stated: 

Edwards Oil, Inc., d/b/a Edwards Lucky 7, Ashawa, City of Cook, Tobacco 

Products License No. T1344, September 7, 1998, August 25, 2001; October 

18, 2002; November 4, 2011; 

Misty, Inc., d/b/a Fredenberg Minnoette, Township of Fredenberg, Tobacco 

Products License No. T1353, December 31, 2002; July 12, 2011; 

Stutzman Group, Inc., d/b/a Hoyt Lakes IGA, City of Hoyt Lakes, Tobacco 

Products License No. T13247, December 16, 2010; 

Edwards Oil, Inc., d/b/a Lucky Seven General Store, Aurora, City of Aurora, 

Tobacco Products License No. T1387, December 14, 2011; 

Curtis Convenience Stores, Inc., d/b/a SuperAmerica, Township of Cotton, 

Tobacco Products License No. T1350, December 23, 2004; 

M. & T. Wedin, Inc., d/b/a Wooden Table Inn, Township of Unorganized 

60-19, Tobacco Products License No. T13185, November 4, 2011. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if a named license holder sells their licensed business, the 

County Board may at its discretion, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new owner, 

but without pro-rated refund to the license holder. 

Adopted November 13, 2012. No. 12-606 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County requested authority to conduct a private sale of the Chris Jensen 

facility to the current lessee during the 2012 Legislative Session; and 

WHEREAS, this authority was approved by the Legislature and must now be certified by the 

St. Louis County Board to become effective, according to Minn. Stat. § 645.021, Subd. 2 and 

3; and 

WHEREAS, as the specified local unit of government, the St. Louis County Board must pass a 

resolution approving the legislation and have it filed with the Minnesota Secretary of State, 

along with a completed “Certificate of Approval of Special Law by Governing Body” before 

the start of the 2013 Legislative Session.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board grants local 

approval of special legislation found in Laws of Minnesota for 2012, Chapter 236, Section 29, 

which provides for the private sale of Chris Jensen Health & Rehabilitation Center to Health 

Dimensions Group, the current lessee. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Auditor is directed to file a copy of the certified 

County Board resolution and the completed “Certificate of Approval of Special Law by 

Governing Body,” with the Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State before the start of the 

2013 Legislative Session. 

Adopted November 13, 2012. No. 12-607 
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WHEREAS,  Minn. Stat. § 471.59 allows two or more governmental units, by agreement 

entered into through action of their governing bodies, to jointly exercise any power common to 

the contracting governmental units; and 

WHEREAS, counties are empowered to conduct a residential survey within their geographic 

boundaries for the purpose of gathering objective information regarding residents’ perceptions 

of the quality of life, the quality of government services being provided, their satisfaction with 

county government, their priorities for community planning and their expectations for 

allocation of county resources; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis, Dakota, Olmsted and Washington Counties wish to jointly engage in 

the conduct of a residential survey for the mutual benefit of all parties. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into a Joint Powers Agreement with Dakota, Olmsted and 

Washington Counties for the purpose of the 2013 Joint Residential Survey, a scientifically 

valid citizen survey with funding for the expected expense of $22,000 available from Fund 

100, Agency 104001, Object 629900. 

Adopted November 13, 2012. No. 12-608 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county officials to 

execute the lobbying services agreement with Arrowhead Counties Association, on file in 

County Board File No. 59544, which would use the services of St. Louis County’s Director of 

Intergovernmental Relations to further the Arrowhead Counties Association’s lobbying 

activities at the State Legislature during the 2013 Legislative Session, not to exceed $16,000 to 

be deposited into Fund 100-105001, Intergovernmental Affairs. 

Adopted November 13, 2012. No. 12-609 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board appoints citizens to the St. Louis County Cooperative 

Extension Committee; and  

WHEREAS, currently there are two citizen vacancies on the County Cooperative Extension 

Committee with terms beginning January 1, 2013, and expiring on December 31, 2015; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board attempts to appoint citizen members who represent a 

geographical balance across the county. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

County Auditor to advertise for applications to fill two citizen member vacancies on the St. 

Louis County Cooperative Extension Committee for three-year terms beginning January 1, 

2013, and expiring December 31, 2015. 

Adopted November 13, 2012. No. 12-610 

 

WHEREAS, new maintenance responsibilities of the county-wide parcel layer, working 

interactively with the public using land portal technology, and the need for training and 

supervision of staff and processes to support this new model require a realignment of staff 

capabilities in the Auditor’s Office, Tax Division; and 

WHEREAS, the Auditor’s Office has determined that a reallocation of an Information 

Specialist III position to an Information Specialist Supervisor position will assist in this 

realignment; and 

WHEREAS, County Fiscal Policies specify that any position change greater than three pay 

grades must go to the County Board for approval; and 

WHEREAS, funding for this reallocation is available in the Auditor’s budget. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

reallocation of an Information Specialist III (pay grade B16) to an Information Specialist 

Supervisor (pay grade E21) in the Auditor’s Office, Tax Division (Fund 100, Agency 

115009). 

Adopted November 13, 2012. No. 12-611 
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WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 273.061 declares that the term of office as county assessor shall 

begin on January 1 of every fourth year after 1973; and  

WHEREAS, January 1, 2013, will begin a new term of office for county assessors statewide.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board reappoints David 

L. Sipila, St. Louis County Assessor, to a four-year term beginning January 1, 2013, through 

December 31, 2016, pursuant to the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 273.061, subject to the 

approval of the Commissioner of Revenue. 

Adopted November 13, 2012. No. 12-612 

 

WHEREAS, Voyageurs National Park, managed by the United States Department of the 

Interior, National Park Service, has lands within St. Louis County; and 

WHEREAS, the National Park Service and St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office strive to protect 

all citizens with a cooperative effort to respond, investigate, and uphold public safety for the 

benefit of county residents and park visitors. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes a 

Memorandum of Understanding for Law Enforcement Assistance with the United States 

Department of the Interior, National Park Service, regarding cooperative response to public 

safety incidents within or near Voyageurs National Park. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to sign any associated contract documents. 

Adopted November 13, 2012. No. 12-613 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, the Property Management Team had identified the following described property 

as surplus county fee owned land and the property was advertised for sale and bids were 

received. The property is legally described as follows. 

A part of the SE¼ of NE¼, Section 14, Township 61 North, Range 19 West, described as 

follows. 

A six acre tract lying in the Southeast corner of the above described tract described as 

follows:  Beginning 33 feet West of the quarter corner common to Sections 13 and 14, 

Township 61 North, Range 19 West, running thence Westerly along the South boundary 

of said tract for 416 feet, thence run Northerly at right angles to the last described course 

for 624 feet, thence run Easterly at right angles to the last described course for 416 feet 

to the West right of way line of County Road No. 487, thence run Southerly concurrent 

with the West right of way line of said County Road to the point of beginning; 

and, 

WHEREAS, Joshua Antus, Duluth, MN, submitted the high bid of $7,409.00 for the parcel. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to the requirements of and 

procedures of Minn. Stat. § 373.01, the appropriate county officials are authorized to execute a 

quit claim deed conveying the above listed property to Joshua Antus for the high bid amount 

of $7,409.00, payable to Fund 100, Agency 128014, Object 583100.  Buyer is responsible for 

deed tax and recording fees.  

Unanimously adopted November 13, 2012. No. 12-614 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

WHEREAS, the Property Management Team had identified the following described property 

as surplus county fee owned land and the property was advertised for sale and bids were 

received. The property is legally described as follows: 

 Lot 15, CRESCENT BEACH 

and; 

WHEREAS, Jennifer A. Hudyma, Duluth, MN, submitted the minimum bid of $63,800 for 

the parcel. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to the requirements of and 

procedures of Minn. Stat. § 373.01, the appropriate county officials are authorized to execute a 

quit claim deed conveying the above listed property to Jennifer Ann Hudyma for the bid 

amount of $63,800, payable to Fund 100, Agency 128014, Object 583100.  The buyer is also 

responsible for deed tax and recording fees.  

Unanimously adopted November 13, 2012. No. 12-615 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Auditor received a petition signed by residents of the 

Fairbanks and Bassett area in support of renaming Petrel Creek located from Bassett 

Township, Section 25, Township 57, Range 12 through Fairbanks Township to Section 36, 

Township 56, Range 13 terminating at Wolf Lake, and at least fifteen (15) of the petition 

signers have been verified as registered voters by the County Auditor; and 

WHEREAS, Brimson resident, Michael Unger provided the following information in support 

of the name change: 

“In Fairbanks Township, an important founding family, known as The Petrell family, 

managed the Petrell Post Office from 1909-1920 and provided land for, what is now, the 

township hall, called the Petrell Hall. Historically, this family was prominent in the 

Brimson area. In the early 1900s the local area was known as the ‘Petrell Area.’ A 

Fairbanks Township road in Section 2, called Petrell Road reinforces this idea along 

with the first log school in the local area called Petrell School in session from 1908-

1920, built alongside Petrel Creek. We believe that Petrel Creek was named after this 

family but the name was subsequently misspelled. There is no mention of a family name 

spelled ‘Petrel’ in existing histories such as the Brimson-Toimi Legacy book and others. 

This change would establish the Petrell name correctly as the historical root for the 

creek.” and 

WHEREAS, County Administration has contacted Mr. Peter Boulay, State Climatology 

Office, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR), Division of Waters, about the 

proposed name identification, and the DNR has researched state geographic features named 

“Petrell" in the state of Minnesota, and could find no other creek identified with that name; 

and 

WHEREAS, the DNR is supportive of the naming proposal and has encouraged a positive 

action by the St. Louis County Board; and 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes require that the County Board conduct a public hearing on 

any request for the naming or renaming of state geographic features and waterways; and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on Tuesday, November 13, 2012 at 9:50 a.m. in the 

County Board Room, St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, to consider the petition to 

rename Petrel Creek to “Petrell Creek”. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

renaming of a creek located from Bassett Township, Section 25, Township 57, Range 12 

through Fairbanks Township to Section 36, Township 56, Range 13 terminating at Wolf Lake, 

“Petrell Creek”. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board recommends that the Commissioner 

of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources approve this name change. 

Unanimously adopted November 13, 2012. No. 12-616 

 

BY COMMISSIONER O’NEIL: 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Liquor Licensing Committee met on November 6, 2012, to 

consider recommending action to be taken by the County Board as a result of an alleged liquor 

law violation, sale to minor, on April 12, 2012, against Vermilion Ventures, LLC d/b/a 

Bayview Lodge, Township of Greenwood; and 

WHEREAS, the Liquor Licensing Committee recommended against Vermillion Ventures, 

LLC, a ten (10) day suspension and $1,00.00 civil penalty, with seven (7) days of the 
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suspension and $700.00 of the civil penalty stayed through the end of calendar year 2013, with 

no same or similar violations during that year; and against Erik Lietz, a ten (10) day 

suspension and $1,000.00 civil penalty, with seven (7) days of the suspension and $700.00 of 

the civil penalty stayed, with no same or similar violations during the year, to be imposed if 

Mr. Lietz is granted a liquor license in St. Louis County under the jurisdiction of the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners; and 

WHEREAS, after hearing testimony on the matter at a public hearing conducted on November 

13, 2012, at 9:55 a.m. in the Duluth Courthouse, Duluth, MN, the St. Louis County Board 

determined the recommendation of the St. Louis County Liquor Licensing Committee to be an 

appropriate penalty for the liquor law violation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Combination On/Off-Sale Intoxicating 

Liquor License No. CMB13139 and Sunday On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License No. 

SUN13139 issued to Vermilion Ventures, LLC d/b/a Bayview Lodge, Township of 

Greenwood, are hereby suspended for ten (10) days and a $1,00.00 civil penalty is due, with 

seven (7) days of the suspension and $700.00 of the civil penalty stayed through the end of 

calendar year 2013, with no same or similar violations during that period. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that any future liquor license issued by St. Louis County to Erik 

Lietz shall be suspended for ten (10) days and a $1,000.00 civil penalty imposed, with one (1) 

day of the suspension stayed for one year with no same or similar violations during that 

period. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the dates of suspension of the liquor licenses will be November 

15, 2012, through November 17, 2012. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that a new violation within the year will result in the imposition of 

the remainder of the suspension and civil penalty, and may also be cause for additional action 

against the liquor licenses of the licensee pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance Number 28, 

Section 13. 

Yeas – Commissioners Jewell, O’Neil, Forsman, Sweeney, Raukar and Chair Nelson – 6 

Nays – Commissioner Dahlberg – 1 

Adopted November 13, 2012. No. 12-617 

 

BY COMMISSIONER JEWELL: 

WHEREAS, Renae Darland has brought a claim against St. Louis County under the 

Americans with Disabilities Act; and  

WHEREAS, David Cossi, Chief Deputy Anoka County Attorney, was appointed Special 

Assistant St. Louis County Attorney for the purpose of investigating and providing legal 

advice on this claim; and  

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has received a settlement offer from Ms. Darland, by and 

through her attorney, Clayton Halunen, in the amount of $41,272.43.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that St. Louis County settle the claim of Renae 

Darland for the amount of $41,272.43 payable to Renae Darland and her attorney, Clayton 

Halunen, from Fund 720, upon the receipt of a settlement and release agreement, in such form 

as approved by the County Attorney. 

Yeas – Commissioners Jewell, O’Neil, Dahlberg, Forsman, Sweeney, and Chair Nelson – 6 

Nays – 0 

Abstained – Commissioner Raukar – 1 

Adopted November 13, 2012. No. 12-618 

 

At 12:25 p.m., November 13, 2013, Commissioner Jewell, supported by Commissioner 

Raukar, moved to adjourn; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 
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Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON NOVEMBER 27, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 27th day 

of November, 2012, at 9:37 a.m., in the Hibbing City Council Chambers, City Hall, Hibbing, 

Minnesota, with the following members present:  Commissioners Steve O’Neil, Chris 

Dahlberg, Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson - 6.  Absent:  

Commissioner Steve Jewell – 1. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor those who protect and serve our 

communities and those who protect our freedoms. 

 

City Councilor Tim Harkonen addressed the Board welcoming them to the City of Hibbing. 

 

The County Board then conducted an Employee Retiree and Longevity Recognition event, 

thanking employees for their years of dedicated service. 

 

Chair Nelson opened the meeting to persons who wanted to address the Board concerning 

issues not on the agenda and no one chose to do so.   

 

At 9:52 a.m., a public hearing convened, pursuant to Resolution No. 12-604, adopted 

November 13, 2012, to receive public comment and adopt the 2013 Fee Schedule for various 

county services.  Deputy Administrator Linnea Mirsch reviewed the changes on the fee 

schedule.  Commissioner Raukar reminded citizens that the fee schedule are fees for County 

costs and are not for profit.  After further discussion, Commissioner Raukar, supported by 

Commissioner O’Neil, moved to close the hearing at 9:57 a.m.; six yeas, zero nays.  

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to adopt the 2013 Fee 

Schedule for various county services; six yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-634. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to approve the consent 

agenda. The consent agenda was then approved; six yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to approve an 

application for license to sell tobacco products at retail by Keith and Lois Nelson d/b/a At 

Your Convenience, Fayal Township, renewal.  The motion passed; five yeas, zero nays; one 

abstention (Chair Nelson).  Resolution No. 12-635. 

 

The following Board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

meeting: 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, submitting Board Letter No. 12-448, Reappointment to 

Cook-Orr Healthcare District Board of Directors.—59549 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Ross Litman, Sheriff, submitting Board Letter No. 12-

450, Approval of the St. Louis County Emergency Operations Plan.—59550 

 

St. Louis County Board and the Employee Recognition Committee present Employee 

Recognition Awards, November 27, 2012.—59551 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract No. 14991 between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and AJBB Duluth Properties, Inc., d/b/a Anderson’s Pine 
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Grove Home. —12-941 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract No. 14634C between 

the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Empowerment Services of MN, Inc.—12-

942 

 

Addendum to Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract No. 14551B between 

the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Heartland PCA, LLC.—12-943 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, No. 51383, between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Winter Homes, Inc.—12-944 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, No. 51458, between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Heritage Haven IV.—12-945 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, No. 51457, between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Heritage Haven III.—12-946 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, No. 51450, between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Heritage Haven II.—12-947 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, No. 51449, between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Heritage Haven, Inc.—12-948 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, No. 51338, between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Guided Transitions – Woodland.—12-949 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, No. 51337, between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Guided Transitions – Merritt.—12-950 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, No. 51416, between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Guided Transitions – Basswood.—12-951 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, No. 51467, between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Spirit Valley Assisted Living I.—12-952 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, No. 51466, between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Colonial Homes II.—12-953 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, No. 51465, between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Colonial Homes I.—12-954 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, No. 51472, between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Anderson’s Pine Grove Home. —12-955 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, No. 51446, between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Empowerment Services of Minnesota, Inc. (Mountain Iron).—12-956 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, No. 51445, between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Empowerment Services of Minnesota, Inc. (Heritage).—12-957 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, No. 51444, between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Empowerment Services of Minnesota, Inc. (Embarrass).—12-958 
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Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, No. 51443, between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Empowerment Services of Minnesota, Inc. (Biwabik).—12-959 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, No. 51442, between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Empowerment Services of Minnesota, Inc. (Aurora).—12-960 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, No. 51474, between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Colleen Schnortz and Deb LaRose.—12-961 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, No. 51469, between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Lamb House – Brookston.—12-962 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, No. 51473, between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Theresa Carr and Gerald Carr.—12-963 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, No. 51476, between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RSI – Basswood.—12-964 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, No. 51477, between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RSI – Dodge.—12-965 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, No. 51478, between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RSI – Skyline.—12-966 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, No. 51475, between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and RSI – Vermilion.—12-967 

 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway (CSAH) Project between the County of St. Louis and 

Stack Brothers Mechanical Contractors, Inc., Superior, WI, for storm sewer system cleaning 

on CSAH 56 and CSAH 89, Storm WO 161489BR.—12-968 

 

Project Contract between the County of St. Louis and Future Forests, Inc., Askov, MN, for 

mechanical site scarification by disc trench (#5023-B).—12-969 

 

Local Bridge Replacement Program (LBRP) Grant Agreement, Mn/DOT Agreement No. 

00762, between the Minnesota Department of Transportation and St. Louis County for State 

Bridge 69J85 on CSAH 66 (McNiven Rd.) in Great Scott Township (SAP 69-666-006, CP 

97040) in the amount of $140,802.72.—12-970 

 

Local Bridge Replacement Program (LBRP) Grant Agreement, Mn/DOT Agreement No. 

00939, between the Minnesota Department of Transportation and St. Louis County for State 

Bridge 69J86 on CSAH 61 in Duluth Township (SAP 69-661-016, CP 61896 in the amount of 

$62,704.—12-971 

 

Crossing Closure Agreement between St. Louis County and Wisconsin Central LTD for 

permanent closure of two railroad crossings, DOT No. 251968W and 251990J, on CSAH 127 

(Main Street) in the City of Iron Junction.—12-972 

 

Project Contract between the County of St. Louis and PRT USA, Inc., of Victoria, BC, 

Canada, for the delivery of containerized tree seedlings (Bid #5046) in the Spring of 2014 and 

Spring of 2015.—12-973 

 

Amendment No. 2 to Original Damion #2009-005482 and Amendment No. 1, #2010-005592, 
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between the County of St. Louis and Mahkahta Trucking, LLC, for Transfer Trailer Haulage 

Brookston, Cook, Hudson & Northwoods Transfer Stations extending the agreement through 

December 31, 2013.—12-974 

 

Agreement for Services between St. Louis County and the City of Duluth for 2011 Operation 

Stone Garden.—12-975 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Steve Popowitz, 

Willow River, MN, for Camp Esquagama Camp Director Contract Extension effective 

October 12, 2012, through December 31, 2012.—12-976 

 

Payment and Performance Bond for Federal, State, or County Highway Construction and 

Maintenance Projects, Bond #929557262, from Hammerlund Construction, Inc., for 

excavation, geotextile fabric, granular embankment, riprap, and aggregate base to stabilize 

slopes on County Road 166 (Storm WO 161004).—12-977 

 

Payment and Performance Bond for Federal, State, or County Highway Construction and 

Maintenance Projects, Bond #929557263, from Hammerlund Construction, Inc., for 

excavation, geotextile fabric, granular embankment, riprap, and aggregate base to stabilize 

slopes on County Road 166 (Storm WO 161006).—12-978 

 

Payment and Performance Bond for Federal, State, or County Highway Construction and 

Maintenance Projects, Bond #929557264, from Hammerlund Construction, Inc., for 

excavation, geotextile fabric, granular embankment, riprap, and aggregate base to stabilize 

slopes on County Road 166 (Storm WO 161007).—12-979 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Raukar, resolutions 

numbered 12-619 through 12-633, as submitted on this Board on the consent agenda, were 

unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an agreement, and any amendments 

authorized by the County Attorney, for the design services of Erickson Engineering, 

Bloomington, MN, for the reconstruction of County Bridge 707 along Unorganized Township 

Road 8109 over the Willow River in Unorganized Township 63-21, CP 128464, SAP 069-

599-035, in the amount of $34,700, payable from Fund 210, Agency 210045, Object 626600. 

Adopted November 27, 2012. No. 12-619 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an agreement, and any amendments 

authorized by the County Attorney, for the design services of LHB Corp., Duluth, MN, for the 

reconstruction of County Bridge 488 along County State Aid Highway 110 over the Partridge 

River in White Township, CP 176330, in the amount of $51,000, payable from Fund 220, 

Agency 220284, Object 626600. 

Adopted November 27, 2012. No. 12-620 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an agreement, and any amendments 

authorized by the County Attorney, for the design services of LHB Corp., Duluth, MN, for the 

reconstruction of County Bridge 641 along County State Aid Highway 22 over the Sturgeon 

River in Sturgeon Township, CP 176286, in the amount of $65,000, payable from Fund 220, 

Agency 220283, Object 626600. 

Adopted November 27, 2012. No. 12-621 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has applied to the Minnesota Commissioner of Transportation 
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for a grant from the Minnesota State Transportation Fund for the construction of project SAP 

69-598-037, Agency 220282, on County Road (CR) 615, CR 620, and CR 583 (Salo Road), in 

Embarrass, MN; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Transportation has given notice that funding for this project 

is available; and 

WHEREAS, the amount of the grant has been determined to be $843,500 by reason of the low 

responsible bid of $1,157,662.82, submitted by KGM Contractors, Inc. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board agrees to the 

terms and conditions of the grant consistent with Minn. Stat. § 174.50, Subd. 5 (3), and will 

pay any additional amount by which the cost exceeds the estimate, and will return to the 

Minnesota State Transportation Fund any amount appropriated for the project but not required. 

The appropriate county officials are authorized to execute Grant Agreement No. 00361 with 

the Minnesota Commissioner of Transportation concerning the above-referenced grant. 

  Fund 29 Bridge Bond Funds  $   843,500.00  

  SLC Local Funds     $   314,162.82 

  Total Project:   $1,157,662.82 

Adopted November 27, 2012. No. 12-622 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the applications for abatements, 

correction of assessed valuations and taxes plus penalty and interest, and any additional 

accrual, identified in County Board File No. 59401. 

Adopted November 27, 2012. No. 12-623 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 349.213, Subd. 2, the St. Louis County Board 

approves the following Lawful Gambling License Applications on file in the office of the 

County Auditor, identified as County Board File No. 59511, for the following organization. 

CC Riders Snowmobile Club, Canyon, MN, to operate out of the following: 

Britt Lounge & Cafe, Unorganized Township 60-18, 7301 Britt Bypass Road, Britt, 

MN, 55710, new (Pull-Tabs); 

The Dawghouse, Northland Township, 7283 Highway 53, Canyon, MN, 55717, new 

(Pull-Tabs). 

Adopted November 27, 2012. No. 12-624 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 51, the application for license 

to sell tobacco products at retail, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59392, is hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to 

issue the license as follows: 

A. P. Inc. d/b/a Porky’s Truck Stop, Township of Gnesen, Tobacco Products License 

No. T13272, transfer. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is effective November 27, 2012, through December 

31, 2012. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells their licensed business, the County 

Board, at its discretion, may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new owner, but 

without pro-rated refund to the license holder. 

Adopted November 27, 2012. No. 12-625 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 51, the application for license 

to sell tobacco products at retail, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59392, is hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to 

issue the license as follows. 

The following license holder was issued a tobacco violation citation on the dates as stated: 

John Zupancich/Matt Zupancich d/b/a Zup's Cook, City of Cook, Tobacco Products 

License No. T13273, May 7, 2000, and October 18, 2002; transfer. 
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RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells their licensed business, the County 

Board, at its discretion, may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new owner, but 

without pro-rated refund to the license holder. 

Adopted November 27, 2012. No. 12-626 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 51, the applications for license 

to sell tobacco products at retail, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59392, are hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to 

issue the licenses as follows: 

C. C. Campground #717, Inc., d/b/a C. C. Campground #717, Inc., n/a, Tobacco 

Products License No. T1322; 

A. P. Inc. d/b/a Porky’s Truck Stop, Township of Gnesen, Tobacco Products License 

No. T13272; 

Bayside Corner Store, Inc., d/b/a Wayside Corner Store, Township of New 

Independence, Tobacco Products License No. T13214; 

City of Winton, d/b/a Winton Municipal Liquor Store, City of Winton, Tobacco 

Products License No. T13265. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells their licensed business, the County 

Board, at its discretion, may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new owner, but 

without pro-rated refund to the license holder. 

Adopted November 27, 2012. No. 12-627 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 51, the applications for license 

to sell tobacco products at retail, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59392, are hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to 

issue the licenses as follows. 

The following license holders were issued a tobacco violation citation on the dates as stated: 

Belo Enterprises, Inc., d/b/a Crossroads Convenience/Liquor Store, Township of 

Clinton, Tobacco Products License No. T1336, December 10, 2002; November 15, 

2007; December 16, 2010; 

Mar Mar, Inc., d/b/a Novy's Haven, City of Hoyt Lakes, Tobacco Products License No. 

T13172, December 16, 2010. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holders sell their licensed business, the County 

Board, at its discretion, may, after an investigation, transfer the licenses to a new owner, but 

without pro-rated refund to the license holders. 

Adopted November 27, 2012. No. 12-628 

 

RESOLVED, that the recommendations of the Finance Committee for payment of claims and 

bills against the County of St. Louis, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59440, are hereby approved and the County Auditor shall issue checks 

in the following amounts: 

OCTOBER 2012 

 

100  General Fund  $9,246,488.82 

149 Personnel Service Fund 673.03 

150  Sheriff's Nemesis Fund Group  23,269.23 

168 Sheriff’s State Forfeitures 721.07 

169 Attorney Trust Accounts-VW 1,041.24 

179 Enhanced 9-1-1 6,806.75 

180  Law Library  32,888.26 

183 City/County Communications   328.65 

184  Extension Service   91,706.59 

200  Public Works 6,136,037.70 
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210 Road Maint – Unorg Townships 108,000.89 

220  State Road Aid  7,684,509.62 

225 PW – June 2012 Flood 2,134,347.56 

230  Public Health & Human Services  6,368,538.90 

240  Forfeited Tax  499,721.50 

260  CDBG Grant  199,987.80 

270  Home Grant    49,781.65 

280 Federal Septic Loan – EPA Fund 22,356.72 

290 Forest Resources 220,691.41 

400 County Facilities 97,471.88 

402 Depreciation Reserve Fund 110,217.25 

405 Public Works Building Const 8,679.50 

407 Public Works – Equipment 260,246.39 

438 2008B Capital Improvement Bond 88,099.00 

439 2010A Capital Improvement Bond      195,979.37 

600  Environmental Services  935,905.21 

616  On-Site Waste Water Division   36,717.94 

715  County Garage  150,225.13 

720  Property Casualty Liability   131,274.82 

730  Workers Compensation  201,665.91 

770 Retired Employees Health Ins 821.98 

825 Taconite Relief/Other 1,476,465.50 

826 Taconite Production Tax 30,133.00 

900  State of Minnesota  5,996,872.35 

902  Courts  225,849.99 

907 Special Taxes 54,149.75 

909  Tax Refunds    362,318.68 

910 School Districts Taxes 9,689,344.00 

911 Taxes and Penalties 43,079.00 

925  Arrowhead Regional Corrections  1,693,959.69 

955  Community Health Board  81,528.17 

985  Collective Local Collaborative    11,954.28 

989  Regional Railroad Authority  398,150.76 

994 Sheriff Forfeits/Evidence 3,000.00 

998  MPL-DUL Train Alliance              20,498.29 

  $55,132,505.23 

Adopted November 27, 2012. No. 12-629 

 

RESOLVED, that the workers’ compensation report of claims by employees for work-related 

injuries, dated November 16, 2012, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from Fund 730, 

Agency 730001. 

Adopted November 27, 2012. No. 12-630 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has received a request from the Cook Hospital Administrator 

asking that Mr. Julian Brzoznowski  be reappointed to the Cook-Orr Healthcare District Board 

of Directors to represent unorganized townships in the Cook Hospital Healthcare District; and  

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board acts as the Township Board for all unorganized 

townships. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board reappoints Mr. 

Julian Brzoznowski to the Cook-Orr Healthcare District Board of Directors to represent 

unorganized townships in the Cook Hospital Healthcare District for a three (3) year term 

beginning January 1, 2013, and ending December 31, 2015. 
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Adopted November 27, 2012. No. 12-631 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Duluth has received the 2013 Toward Zero Deaths grant; 

and 

WHEREAS, the grant is intended for several governmental units to participate in the grant’s 

activity and funding, including St. Louis County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an 

agreement with the City of Duluth to participate in the 2013 Toward Zero Deaths Grant in the 

amount of $46,268, to be accounted for in Fund 100, Agency 129999, Grant 12922, Year 

2013. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the appropriate county 

officials to sign any associated contract documents. 

Adopted November 27, 2012. No. 12-632 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board and Sheriff desire emergency plans be in place to 

best protect the life, safety, and property of county residents and infrastructure; and 

WHEREAS, an Emergency Operations Plan helps fulfill proactive planning for the good of the 

county, as well as supporting state and federal mandates. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 2012 

Emergency Operations Plan, which shall be renewed every four years. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the appropriate county officials are authorized to sign 

acceptance of the Emergency Operations Plan, which shall be maintained by the County 

Sheriff in the Sheriff’s Office Homeland Security/Emergency Management Division. 

Adopted November 27, 2012. No. 12-633 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board held a public hearing at 9:40 a.m. on Tuesday, 

November 27, 2012, at the City Council Chambers, City Hall, Hibbing, Minnesota, to receive 

comment and consider the adoption of the Fee Schedule for various county services for the 

year 2013. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board adopts the 2013 

Fee Schedule on file in County Board File No. 59545. 

Unanimously adopted November 27, 2012. No. 12-634 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 51, the application for license 

to sell tobacco products at retail, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59392, is approved and the County Auditor is authorized to issue the 

license as follows: 

Keith/Lois Nelson d/b/a At Your Convenience, Fayal Township, Tobacco Products 

License No. T134, RENEWAL. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells their licensed business, the County 

Board, at its discretion may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new owner, but 

without pro-rated refund to the license holder. 

Yeas – Commissioners O’Neil, Dahlberg, Forsman, Sweeney, and Raukar - 5 

Nays – None 

Abstained – Chair Nelson – 1 

Absent – Commissioner Jewell – 1 

Adopted November 27, 2012. No. 12-635 

 

At 10:01 a.m., November 27, 2012, Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner 

O’Neil, moved to adjourn; six yeas, zero nays.  
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Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor)  

 



   

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

 

OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 

DECEMBER, 2012 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON DECEMBER 11, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 11th day 

of December, 2012, at 9:39 a.m., in the County Boardroom, Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, 

with the following members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Steve O’Neil, Chris 

Dahlberg, Mike Forsman, Peg Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson - 7.  Absent:  

None. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor U.S. troops serving throughout the world 

and their families as well as all persons adversely affected by war. 

 

Chair Nelson then opened the meeting to persons who wanted to address the Board concerning 

issues not on the agenda.  Shunu Shrestha with the Program for Aid to Victims of Sexual 

Assault (PAVSA) thanked the Board for addressing the sex trafficking of Minnesota’s 

children issue. 

 

Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to approve the sale of 

surplus fee owned county land located in Unorganized Township 57-16 to Susan Liebenow 

and authorize the appropriate county officials to execute and deliver a quit claim deed for the 

property for the bid amount of $33,700.  The buyer is responsible for deed tax and recording 

fees.  The motion passed; seven yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-656. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Jewell, moved to approve the consent 

agenda. The motion passed; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to approve the sale of 

state tax forfeited land to the State of Minnesota for the appraised value of $17,500 plus fees 

for a total of $18,253.75.  Commissioner Jewell inquired as to the State of Minnesota’s use of 

the property.  The State of Minnesota has future right of way design purposes, although there 

are no finalized plans at this time, explained Administrator Kevin Gray, and it is not 

uncommon for the State to do this type of acquisition.   The motion passed; seven yeas, zero 

nays.  Resolution No. 12-657. 

 

Chair Nelson stated that the next item on the agenda must have the rules suspended. 

 

Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner O’Neil, moved to suspend the rules; 

seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner Jewell, moved to authorize the County 

Auditor to negotiate a new lease with Simon Properties for a new location for the Mall Service 

Center at the Miller Hill Mall, Duluth, MN.  Auditor Don Dicklich stated that the service 
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center is self-sufficient and that no levy dollars are used to operate the property.  

Commissioner Raukar asked if a gap in service would occur while the new location is under 

construction.  Auditor Dicklich stated that on a temporary basis, through sometime in 

February 2013, services will be provided downtown at the St. Louis County Courthouse 

Auditor’s Office, Room #214.  After further discussion, the motion passed; seven yeas, zero 

nays.  Resolution No. 12-658. 

 

Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner Forsman, moved to amend the 2013 

Budget and Property Tax Levy to increase the North Soil and Water Conservation District’s 

budget by $10,000.  Commissioner Raukar introduced a $10,000 increase in the North Soil 

and Water Conservation District’s budget to hold the North and South districts equal.  Chair 

Nelson stated that he does not agree with giving the north office any more money since the 

office does not adequately address constituent’s issues but that he will vote with the other 

northern commissioners in favor of the amendment.  Commissioner Forsman agreed that there 

are issues with the north office and they have projects on hold due to helping the south with 

flood related projects. After further discussion, the motion passed; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to approve a 2013 

Budget and Property Tax Levy friendly amendment to create an Arts and Enhancements Fund 

in the amount of $27,000, broken down as follows:  $12,000 for the Virginia Courthouse; 

$10,000 for the Hibbing Courthouse; and $5,000 for the Ely Courthouse. Chair Nelson stated 

the fund is to be used specifically to bring the arts back to the buildings and people of the 

north. 

 

At 11:02 a.m., Chair Nelson called for a break to honor Peg Sweeney for her years of service 

as the Fifth District St. Louis County Commissioner.     

 

At 12:07 p.m., Chair Nelson resumed the meeting. 

 

Commissioner Raukar stated that 1% of construction bonds must be spent on the arts.  The 

motion passed; seven yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-659. 

 

The following Board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

Board meeting: 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Foldesi, Public Works Director/Highway 

Engineer, submitting Board Letter No. 12-460, Revised Master Partnership Agreement with 

the Minnesota Department of Transportation.—59552 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Mark Monacelli, Director of Public Records and 

Property Valuation, submitting Board Letter No. 12-465, Joint Powers Agreement with the 

City of Duluth for Assessment Services.—59553 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Foldesi, Public Works Director/Highway 

Engineer, submitting Board Letter No. 12-459, Authorization to Apply for a Minnesota Lake 

Superior Coastal Program Fund Grant – Culvert Survey, Phase 1.—59554 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Foldesi, Public Works Director/Highway 

Engineer, submitting Board Letter No. 12-461, Acceptance of Flood Grant for Reconstruction 

of Bridge 69A06 – Jean Duluth Road (Lakewood Township).—59555 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting Board 

Letter No. 12-463, Establish a Public Hearing for Suspension/Revocation of Liquor Licenses 
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for Property Tax Non-Payment.—59556 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, submitting Board Letter No. 12-464, Appointment to the 

Arrowhead Library System Governing Board.—59557 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Tony Mancuso, Property Management Director, 

submitting Board Letter No. 12-467, Sale of Surplus Fee Land in Unorganized 57-16.—59558 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting Board 

Letter No. 12-481, New Space and Lease with Simon Properties for Mall Service Center.—

59559 

 

Legislative Services Agreement between the County of St. Louis and the Arrowhead Counties 

Association for lobbying services at the State Legislature during the 2013 Legislative 

Session.—12-980 

 

Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Homeland Security and Emergency Management 

Division, grant agreement with the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Department for the Emergency 

Management Performance Grant 2012.—12-981 

 

Agreement for Medical Examiner Services between the County of St. Louis and Lakeland 

Pathology, P.A., for the term January 1, 2012, through January 1, 2015.—12-982 

 

St. Louis County On-Line Software Subscriber Agreement between the County of St. Louis 

and Town Centre Real Estate Services.—12-983 

 

Amendment No. 2 for Hibbing Transfer Station Operation and Haulage, Contract Numbers 

2007-4066, 2011-6515, between the County of St. Louis and Kangas Excavating, Inc., 

extending the contract an additional one year effective January 1, 2013 through December 31, 

2013.—12-984 

 

Agreement for Professional Services between the County of St. Louis and Scalzo Architects, 

Ltc., for Recorder’s Torrens Library Expansion – Preliminary Planning and Cost Estimate.—

12-985 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement, Contract No. 51468, between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Spirit Valley Assisted Living II.—12-986 

 

Addendum to Family Homeless Prevention Assistance Program Grant, Contract No. 20963A, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Arrowhead Economic Opportunity 

Agency.—12-987 

 

Payment and Performance Bond for Federal, State, or County Highway Construction and 

Maintenance Projects, Bond No. 71349886, from A Plus Landscaping, Inc., for debris 

removal, riprap, geotextile fabric, and turf establishment on CSAH 33 over the French River 

(SAP 69-030-023, Storm WO 162168).—12-988 

 

Addendum to Family Homeless Prevention Assistance Program Grant, Contract No. 20962A, 

between the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners and Salvation Army Duluth.—12-989 

 

Investment Proposal from System Innovators to modify the County Auditor’s iNovah cashier 

system.—12-990 
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2013 Toward Zero Deaths Law Enforcement Grant Agreement between the City of Duluth, St. 

Louis County, University of Minnesota – Duluth Police Department, City of Hermantown, 

City of Proctor, and City of Floodwood (Lake Superior Traffic Enforcement Team).—12-991 

 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and Watters 

& Sons Excavating, LLC, for debris removal, riprap, geotextile fabric on CSAH 52 over the 

St. Louis River (SAP 69-030-023, Storm WO 162166).—12-992 

 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and Watters 

& Sons Excavating, LLC, for riprap and geotextile fabric on CSAH 33 over the Sucker River 

(SAP 69-030-023, Storm WO 162172).—12-993 

 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and Watters 

& Sons Excavating, LLC, for debris removal, riprap and geotextile fabric on CSAH 12 over 

the Lester River (SAP 69-030-023, Storm WO 162267).—12-994 

 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and Watters 

& Sons Excavating, LLC, for riprap and geotextile fabric on CSAH 40 over the Sucker River 

(SAP 69-030-023, Storm WO 160287).—12-995 

 

Contract for County-State Aid Highway Project between the County of St. Louis and Watters 

& Sons Excavating, LLC, for debris removal, riprap and geotextile fabric on CSAH 52 over 

the Whiteface River (SAP 69-030-023, Storm WO 161230).—12-996 

 

Telecommunications Conduit and Handholes System Agreement between the County of St. 

Louis and CenturyLink to install a telecommunications conduit and handhole system on CSAH 

91 (Haines Rd.) from the intersection with CN railroad tracks to Morris Thomas Road in 

Duluth, MN, (SP 069-691-020, CP 8269).—12-997 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Jewell, resolutions 

numbered 12-636 through 12-655, as submitted to this Board on the consent agenda, were 

unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of November 13, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted December 11, 2012. No. 12-636 

 

RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

for the meeting of November 27, 2012, are hereby approved. 

Adopted December 11, 2012. No. 12-637 

 

WHEREAS, under the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.341, Subd. 1, a contract for deed to 

repurchase state tax forfeited land previously cancelled may be reinstated by the previous 

contract holder subject to payment of installments, taxes, assessments, penalties, interest, and 

costs; and  

WHEREAS, less than 50 percent of the basic sale price was paid prior to cancellation.  

Therefore, County Board approval is required for reinstatement; and 

WHEREAS, Terry and Mary Johnson of Virginia, MN, have requested to reinstate Contract 

C22080333, having been cancelled on 7/24/2012, under new Contract C22120131 for 

property described as: 

 CITY OF VIRGINIA 

 LOT: 0019 BLOCK: 005  
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 VIRGINIA/RAINY LAKE COS ADDN TO VIRGINIA 

 Parcel Code: 090-0160-00830 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

reinstatement of Contract C22120131 by Terry and Mary Johnson of Virginia, MN, in the 

amount $6,780.54, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted December 11, 2012. No. 12-638 

 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.241 provides that state tax forfeited land may be repurchased 

by the previous owners subject to payment of delinquent taxes and assessments, with 

penalties, costs, and interest; and 

WHEREAS, the applicants, Jane and Russ Huseby of Tower, MN, have applied to repurchase 

state tax forfeited land legally described as: 

 TOWN OF WHITE 

 LOT: 0015 BLOCK: 000  

 BEISES MIDWAY ADDITION TOWN OF WHITE 

 Parcel Code: 570-0038-00150 

and 

WHEREAS, the applicants were the owners of record at the time of forfeiture and are eligible 

to repurchase the property; and 

WHEREAS, approving the repurchase will correct undue hardship and promote the use of 

lands that will best serve the public interest. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

repurchase application by Jane and Russ Huseby of Tower, MN, on file in County Board File 

No. 59398, subject to payments including total taxes and assessments of $1,956.39, service 

fee of $114, deed tax of $6.46, deed fee of $25, and recording fee of $46; for a total of 

$2,147.85, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted December 11, 2012. No. 12-639 

 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.241 provides that state tax forfeited land may be repurchased 

by the previous owner subject to payment of delinquent taxes and assessments, with penalties, 

costs, and interest; and 

WHEREAS, the applicant, Timothy G. Collelo of Cloquet, MN, has applied to repurchase 

state tax forfeited land legally described as: 

 CITY OF DULUTH 

 LOTS 165 AND 167, BLOCK 105 

 DULUTH PROPER THIRD DIVISION 

 Parcel Code: 010-1350-04130 

and 

WHEREAS, the applicant was the owner of record at the time of forfeiture and is eligible to 

repurchase the property; and 

WHEREAS, approving the repurchase will correct undue hardship and promote the use of 

lands that will best serve the public interest. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

repurchase application by Timothy G. Collelo of Cloquet, MN, on file in County Board File 

No. 59398, subject to payments including total taxes and assessments of $40,394.72, service 

fee of $114, deed tax of $133.30, deed fee of $25, and recording fee of $46; for a total of 

$40,713.02, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted December 11, 2012. No. 12-640 

 

WHEREAS, the Duluth Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) has requested to 

purchase the following described state tax forfeited land for the value of $5,500, plus fees, for 

the purpose of a housing development: 

 Legal:  Nly 55 feet of Lot 31 Duluth Proper 1st Division (West Fourth St.) 
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 Parcel Code:  010-1000-00220 

 Size:  0.06 acres / 2,750 sq. ft. 

 LDKEY:  54736 

and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1(a), authorizes the sale of state tax forfeited land to 

an organized governmental subdivision for any public purpose for which the subdivision is 

authorized to acquire property; and 

WHEREAS, this lot has been classified as non-conservation land pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 

282.01; and 

WHEREAS, this lot has not been withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 85.012, 

92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8, and 282.018, and other statutes that require the withholding of state 

tax forfeited lands from sale; and    

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the sale 

of state tax forfeited land, as described, to the Duluth HRA for the appraised value of $5,500, 

plus the following fees: 3% assurance fee of $165, deed fee of $25, deed tax of $18.15, 

recording fee of $46, and publication fee of $185.71; for a total of $5,939.86, to be deposited 

into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Auditor shall offer for sale at public 

auction the state tax forfeited land described here if Duluth HRA does not purchase the land 

by December 31, 2012. 

Adopted December 11, 2012. No. 12-641 

 

RESOLVED, that the appraisal report for the sale of timber to be offered at SEALED BID 

SALVAGE AUCTION, Tract 1 (totaling $14,700.40), as submitted by the Land and Minerals 

Commissioner, on file in the office of the County Auditor identified as County Board File No. 

59391, is approved and the County Auditor is authorized to carry out the recommendations as 

listed in said appraisal report. 

Adopted December 11, 2012. No. 12-642 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Public Works Department plans to reconstruct a portion of 

County State Aid Highway 89 (Highland St./ 57th Ave. W.) within the City of Duluth; and  

WHEREAS, the improvement consists of widening and reconstructing the roadway as 

determined necessary to provide for the safety and convenience of the traveling public; and  

WHEREAS, in addition to the existing highway right of way, certain lands are required for the 

construction, together with temporary construction easements.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

Public Works Director to proceed with the acquisition of the necessary lands and temporary 

easements payable from Fund 225, Agency 176509.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subdivision 4, the St. Louis 

County Board authorizes the County Auditor to grant highway easements across tax forfeited 

lands for the necessary permanent highway easements across tax forfeited lands and temporary 

construction easements for the project.  

Adopted December 11, 2012. No. 12-643 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Public Works Department plans to have a culvert survey 

project performed in the southeast part of the county along the border with Lake County for 

inventory and future anticipated regulatory needs; and  

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota, through the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources-

Division of Ecological and Water Resources, administers financial assistance for coastal 

management purposes, through Minnesota’s Lake Superior Coastal Program; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County desires financial assistance under Minnesota’s Lake Superior 

Coastal Program. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves filing an 
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application to Minnesota’s Lake Superior Coastal Program. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Public Works Director/Highway Engineer is authorized and 

directed to execute and file an application with the Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources and to provide all information and documentation required to become eligible for 

possible funding assistance. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Board Chair, County Auditor, Public Works 

Director/Highway Engineer, and Assistant County Attorney have signatory authority to enter 

into an agreement with the State of Minnesota. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board does agree to act as legal sponsor 

and obligate funds from Fund 200, Agency 200008, Object 626600, in the amount not to 

exceed $38,000 to satisfactorily complete the proposed project and become eligible for 

reimbursement under the terms and conditions of the Minnesota’s Lake Superior Coastal 

Program. 

Adopted December 11, 2012. No. 12-644 

 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) wishes to cooperate 

closely with local units of government to coordinate the delivery of transportation services and 

maximize the efficient delivery of such services at all levels of government; and 

WHEREAS, MnDOT and local governments are authorized by Minn. Stat. §§ 471.59, 174.02, 

and 161.20, to undertake collaborative efforts for the design, construction, maintenance and 

operation of state and local roads; and 

WHEREAS, the parties wish to be able to respond quickly and efficiently to such 

opportunities for collaboration, and have determined that having the ability to write “work 

orders” against a master contract would provide the greatest speed and flexibility in 

responding to identified needs. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes revised 

Master Partnership Agreement No. 02466 with the State of Minnesota, Department of 

Transportation, a copy of which was before the Board, identified in County Board File No. 

59552. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the proper county officials are authorized to execute such 

agreement and any amendments thereto. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Public Works Director/Highway Engineer is authorized to 

negotiate work order contracts pursuant to the Master Agreement, which work order contracts 

may provide for payment to or from MnDOT, and that the Public Works Director/Highway 

Engineer may execute such work order contracts on behalf of the county without further 

approval by this Board. 

Adopted December 11, 2012. No. 12-645 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has applied to the Minnesota Commissioner of Transportation 

for a grant from the Minnesota State Transportation Fund for the construction of project SP 

69-637-022, State Bridge 69A06 on County State Aid Highway 37 (Jean Duluth Road) in 

Lakewood Township; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Transportation has given notice that funding for this bridge 

is available; and 

WHEREAS, the amount of the grant has been determined to be $197,025.35 for construction 

and $41,000.00 for design engineering for a total of $238,025.35. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board agrees to the 

terms and conditions of the grant consistent with Minn. Stat. § 174.50, Subd. 5(3), and will 

pay any additional amount by which the cost exceeds the estimate, and will return to the 

Minnesota State Transportation Fund any amount appropriated for the bridge but not required. 

 The appropriate county officials are authorized to execute a grant agreement with the 

Minnesota Commissioner of Transportation concerning the above-referenced grant. 
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Acct 266 Flood Bond Funds $197,025.35   Construction  

 $  41,000.00   Design Engineering  

SLC Federal Funds $788,101.40 

 

Total Project: $985,126.75   Construction 

 $  41,000.00   Design Engineering 

Adopted December 11, 2012. No. 12-646 

 

WHEREAS, the Virginia Courthouse remodeling project includes renovation of the County 

Attorney’s staff area and requires the purchase of new office furniture; and 

WHEREAS, Northern Business Products, Hibbing, Minnesota, has provided the county with 

quotes for office furniture totaling $62,345.84, with pricing listed at the State of Minnesota 

shared contract. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

purchase of office furniture under State of Minnesota contract pricing in an amount of 

$62,345.84 for the Virginia Courthouse remodeling project from Northern Business Products 

of Hibbing, Minnesota, payable as follows: 

  $39,971.25  Fund 400, Agency 400033, Object 662100 

  $22,374.59  Fund 100, Agency 113002, Object 640300 

Adopted December 11, 2012. No. 12-647 

 

RESOLVED, that a public hearing will be held at 9:40 a.m., on Tuesday, January 15, 2013, in 

the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota, for the purpose of considering the 

suspension/revocation of liquor licenses for failure to pay real estate or personal property taxes 

when due, pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 28. 

Adopted December 11, 2012. No. 12-648 

 

RESOLVED, that the workers’ compensation report of claims by employees for work-related 

injuries, dated November 30, 2012, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59383, is hereby received and ratified as payable from Fund 730, 

Agency 730001. 

Adopted December 11, 2012. No. 12-649 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 51, the application for license 

to sell tobacco products at retail, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59392, is hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to 

issue the license as follows: 

Vaughn, Inc., d/b/a Junction Bar & Grill, Township of Unorganized 61-13, Tobacco 

Products License No. T13274, new. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is effective January 1, 2013, through December 31, 

2013.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells their licensed business, the County 

Board, at its discretion may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new owner, but 

without pro-rated refund to the license holder. 

Adopted December 11, 2012. No. 12-650 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 51, the applications for 

licenses to sell tobacco products at retail, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified 

as County Board File No. 59392, are hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to 

issue the following licenses: 

Brook Saloon, Inc., d/b/a Brook Saloon, Inc., City of Brookston, Tobacco Products 

License No. T13250; 

GJL Enterprise, LLC, d/b/a The Crescent Bar & Grill, Township of Beatty, Tobacco 
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Products License No. T13238; 

Gateway Store, LLC, d/b/a Gateway Store, LLC, Township of Unorganized 68-21, 

Tobacco Products License No. T1355; 

Liupakka, Inc., d/b/a Munger Tavern & Grill, Township of Solway, Tobacco Products 

License No. T13163; 

Smith Dam Company, LLC, d/b/a Pequaywan Inn, Township of Unorganized 54-13, 

Tobacco Products License No. T13258; 

Timbuktu Marina, LLC, d/b/a Timbuktu Marina, Township of Greenwood, Tobacco 

Products License No. T13161; 

Wilbert, Inc., d/b/a Wilbert Cafe & El Toro Lounge, Township of Cotton, Tobacco 

Products License No. T13199; 

Zupancich Bros., Inc., d/b/a Zupancich Bros., Inc., City of Aurora, Tobacco Products 

License No. T13140. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holders sell their licensed business, the County 

Board, at its discretion may, after an investigation, transfer the licenses to a new owner, but 

without pro-rated refund to the license holders. 

Adopted December 11, 2012. No. 12-651 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 51, the applications for license 

to sell tobacco products at retail, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59392, are hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to 

issue the following licenses. 

The following license holders were issued a tobacco violation citation on the dates as stated: 

Wieber & Associates, Inc., d/b/a Ash Trail Lodge, Township of Unorganized 68-19, 

Tobacco Products License No. T133, August 16, 2003; 

Bil-Mar's Supper Club, Inc., d/b/a Bil-Mar's Supper Club, Inc., Township of 

Unorganized 55-21, Tobacco Products License No. T139, May 25, 2000; 

C & B Warehouse Distributing, Inc., d/b/a Britt Short Stop, Township of Unorganized 

60-18, Tobacco Products License No. T1318, December 16, 2010, November 28, 2012; 

Susan Chalstrom and John Chalstrom, d/b/a Chalstrom's Bait, Township of Rice Lake, 

Tobacco Products License No. T1324, December 31, 2002; December 22, 2004; 

November 22, 2008; 

Randall Willeck, d/b/a Country Corner, Township of Culver, Tobacco Products License 

No. T1332, December 30, 2002; December 23, 2004; 

T. Musech Enterprise, Inc., d/b/a Country Store, City of Cook, Tobacco Products 

License No. T1333, August 25, 2001; November 4, 2011, November 15, 2012; 

5717, Inc., d/b/a Crossroads Store, Township of Brevator, Tobacco Products License 

No. T1337, October 1, 1998; December 23, 2004, November 5, 2012; 

C & B Warehouse Distributing, Inc., d/b/a Ely Lake Short Stop, Township of Fayal, 

Tobacco Products License No. T1346, December 10, 2002; 

Grumpy's Gas & Bait, LLC, d/b/a Grumpy's Gas & Bait, LLC, Township of 

Unorganized 63-19, Tobacco Products License No. T13249, December 3, 2011, 

November 15, 2012; 

Charles Halmet d/b/a Halmet's General Store, Township of White, Tobacco Products 

License No. T1360, November 28, 2012; 

Palisade Enterprises, Inc., d/b/a Homecroft Foods, Township of Rice Lake, Tobacco 

Products License No. T13262, November 14, 2012; 

Susan/Patrick Carey d/b/a Lakeland Store, Township of Biwabik, Tobacco Products 

License No. T13169, December 15, 2002; 

Jeffrey and Betty Schanche d/b/a Schanche's Side Lake Store, Township of French, 

Tobacco Products License No. T13211, November 4, 2011, November 15, 2012; 

DM Stokke, Inc., d/b/a Stokke's Lakewood Market, Township of Lakewood, Tobacco 

Products License No. T13268, November 14, 2012; 
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Lakeway Drive II, LLC, d/b/a Sunset Bottle Shop & Lounge, Township of Rice Lake, 

Tobacco Products License No. T13152, July 12, 2011.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holders sell their licensed business, the County 

Board, at its discretion may, after an investigation, transfer the licenses to a new owner, but 

without pro-rated refund to the license holders. 

Adopted December 11, 2012.  No. 12-652 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 51, the application for license 

to sell tobacco products at retail, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59392, is hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to 

issue the license as follows: 

Bois Forte Reservation Tribal Council d/b/a Y Store, Township of Vermilion Lake, 

Tobacco Products License No. T13275, change of tribal council members. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells their licensed business, the County 

Board, at its discretion may, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new owner, but 

without pro-rated refund to the license holder. 

Adopted December 11, 2012. No. 12-653 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board appoints Jane Brissett of Duluth, Minnesota, to 

the Arrowhead Library System Governing Board for a three-year term beginning January 1, 

2013, and ending December 31, 2015. 

Adopted December 11, 2012. No. 12-654 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Minn. Stat. Chap. 273 St. Louis County, through the County 

Assessor, is generally charged with assessing all real property in the county for real estate tax 

purposes, except as otherwise provided; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 273.063, such assessment services within cities of the 

first class, including the City of Duluth, are to be performed by a City Assessor, and, pursuant 

to that authority, Duluth has historically maintained a City Assessor’s Office which has 

assessed all real property in the city for real estate tax purposes; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 471.59 allows two governmental units, by agreement entered 

through action of their governing bodies, to jointly exercise any power common to the 

contracting governmental units; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County and the City of Duluth have determined it is mutually beneficial 

to both parties and to the taxpayers within Duluth and the county to combine the assessment 

functions of the city and the county, and to have these functions performed by the County 

Assessor’s Office; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 273.072 authorizes the city and the county to enter into a Joint 

Powers Agreement under Minn. Stat. § 471.59 for the county to provide assessment services 

to the city for all real property located within the jurisdiction of the City of Duluth. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into a joint powers agreement with the City of Duluth 

(County Board File No. 59553) for the purpose of providing real property assessment services, 

at a cost of $375,000 for the year beginning on January 1, 2013, payment to be deposited in 

Fund 118001, Agency 552504.   

Adopted December 11, 2012. No. 12-655 

 

BY COMMISSIONER RAUKAR:  

WHEREAS, the Property Management Team identified the following described property as 

surplus county fee owned land and the property was advertised for sale and bids were 

received. The property is legally described as follows: 

Southeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter (SE ¼ of SE ¼), Section 25, Township 57 

North, Range 16 West, according to the government survey thereof; and 



PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

387 

 

 

WHEREAS, Susan Liebenow submitted the minimum bid of $33,700.00 for the parcel. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to the requirements of nd procedures 

of Minn. Stat. § 373.01, the Chair of the County Board and the County Auditor are authorized 

to execute a quit claim deed conveying the above listed property to Susan Liebenow for the 

minimum bid amount of $33,700.00, payable to Fund 100, Agency 128014, Object 583100.  

Buyer is responsible for deed tax and recording fees.  

Unanimously adopted December 11, 2012. No. 12-656 

 

BY COMMISSIONER DAHLBERG: 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota, through the Department of Transportation, has requested 

to purchase the following described state tax forfeited land for the improvement of Trunk 

Highway 61: 

 LESTER PARK 1ST DIVISION DULUTH 

 LOT:  12 BLOCK:  4 

 PARCEL CODE: 010-2830-00770   

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 1(a), authorizes the sale of state tax forfeited land to 

an organized governmental subdivision for any public purpose for which the subdivision is 

authorized to acquire property; and 

WHEREAS, this parcel has been classified as non-conservation land pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 

282.01; and 

WHEREAS, this parcel has not been withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 85.012, 

92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8, and 282.018, and other statutes that require the withholding of state 

tax forfeited lands from sale.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the sale 

of state tax forfeited land to the State of Minnesota for the appraised value of $17,500 plus the 

following fees: administration fee of $100, 3% assurance fee of $525, deed fee of $25, deed 

tax of $57.75, and recording fee of $46; for a total of $18,253.75, to be deposited into Fund 

240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Unanimously adopted December 11, 2012. No. 12-657 

 

BY COMMISSIONER RAUKAR:  

WHEREAS, St. Louis County operates a service center at the Miller Hill Mall, Duluth, MN, 

which provides licensing, passport and property tax services to county residents; and 

WHEREAS, Simon Properties has given the county a 120 day lease termination notice at the 

current location in the mall; and 

WHEREAS, Simon Properties and St. Louis County wish to continue the county services at 

the mall. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

County Auditor to negotiate a new lease with Simon Properties for a new location at the Miller 

Hill Mall, Duluth, MN. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the expenditure of up to 

$100,000 from Fund 100, the County General Fund Balance, for relocation and improvements 

to the new space. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that County Board Resolution No. 12-495 is hereby rescinded. 

Unanimously adopted December 11, 2012. No. 12-658 
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BY COMMISSIONER RAUKAR: 

 

BUDGET AND LEVY 

FISCAL YEAR 2013 
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At 12:29 p.m., December 11, 2012, Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner 

Dahlberg, moved to adjourn; seven yeas, zero nays. 

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor) 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS, MINNESOTA, 

HELD ON DECEMBER 18, 2012 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of St. Louis, Minnesota, met this 18th day 

of December, 2012, at 9:34 a.m., in the Morse Town Hall, Ely, Minnesota, with the following 

members present:  Commissioners Frank Jewell, Chris Dahlberg, Mike Forsman, Peg 

Sweeney, Steve Raukar, and Chair Keith Nelson - 6.  Absent:  Commissioner Steve O’Neil – 

1. 

 

Chair Nelson asked for a moment of silence to honor U.S. troops serving throughout the world 

and their families as well as all persons adversely affected by war. 

 

Chair Nelson then opened the meeting to persons who wanted to address the Board concerning 

issues not on the agenda.  The City of Ely Mayor Roger Skraba welcomed the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners to Morse Town Hall. 

 

Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Sweeney, moved to approve the sale of 

surplus fee owned county land in Cotton Township to Jeffrey Olsen and authorize the 

appropriate county officials to execute and deliver a quit claim deed for the property for the 

high bid amount of $9,000. Buyer is responsible for deed tax and recording fees.  The motion 

passed; six yeas, zero nays. Resolution No. 12-701. 

 

The St. Louis County Board was requested to consider bid(s) received for the sale of surplus 

fee owned land in Waasa Township and authorize the sale of the land to the person(s) 

submitting the highest bid.  One bid was received from Gary and Joan Mellesmoen of 

Embarrass, MN, for $10,000 that does not meet the minimum bid requirement and their bid 

was rejected. No other bids for the property were received. No further action by the County 

Board is necessary at this time. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to approve the consent 

agenda. The motion passed; six yeas, zero nays. 

-  

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to support the position 

of the Association of Minnesota Counties in taking a leadership role in convening a statewide 

summit of county leaders around this issue to develop a victim-centered response to eliminate 

sex trafficking of Minnesota children.  In addition, it was moved to support the provision of 

state and federal resources to implement a comprehensive statewide "No Wrong Door" 

intervention model including shelter, housing, and services for child sex-trafficking victims, as 

well as training for law enforcement and other frontline personnel. Moreover, it was moved to 

further support amending Minnesota's Safe Harbor Act to define all sex-trafficked children 

under the age of 18 as crime victims, not as juvenile delinquents. Commissioner Jewell said he 

is supportive.  Commissioner Dahlberg stated that he is also supportive of this initiative.  

Commissioner Sweeney introduced an event flyer with several events to be held in January 

2013 to bring awareness to the public.  Chair Nelson thanked the Ramsey County Board for 

bringing this issue to AMC.  After further discussion, the motion passed; six yeas, zero nays.  

Resolution No. 12-702. 

 

Commissioner Dahlberg, supported by Commissioner Forsman, moved to authorize an award 

of bid for the reconstruction of County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 91/Haines Road in Duluth, 

County Project 8269, to Hammerlund Construction, Inc., of Grand Rapids, MN, for 

$10,820,000.00. Administrator Kevin Gray stated this is the single largest road project. 
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Commissioner Forsman explained the project funding and thanked former Representative 

Oberstar for his help in finding $4 million for the project. Commissioner Sweeney said during 

the reconstruction of the project, curves will be softened and safety features will be added.   

After further discussion, the motion passed; six yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-703. 

 

Commissioner Forsman, supported by Commissioner Raukar, moved to authorize the 

appropriate county officials to enter into and negotiate a purchase agreement with Irresistible 

Ink Properties, Plymouth, MN, for a total purchase price of $795,000 plus closing costs not to 

exceed $7,000 for the building more thoroughly described as Lots One (1) and Two (2), Block 

One (1) of Ely Business Park, according to the plat and survey on file in the County 

Recorder’s Office.  Commissioner Forsman said his commitment to keep St. Louis County 

jobs in the Ely area is coming to fruition with the purchase of the St. Louis County Service 

Center.  Commissioner Jewell stated that there is pressure on the seven commissioners to pull 

back in certain areas, but how do you then provide services in the rural areas?  Commissioner 

Raukar stated that Commissioner Forsman is a champion for the Ely area.  Chair Nelson 

stated this county is committed to owning its own buildings and saving millions of dollars per 

year in rent or leasing.  After further discussion, the motion passed; six yeas, zero nays.  

Resolution No. 12-704. 

 

Commissioner Raukar, supported by Commissioner Forsman, moved to execute a purchase 

agreement and quit claim deed with the City of Hibbing and Minnesota State Colleges and 

Universities (MNSCU) for some or all of the properties (four tracts) identified in the legal 

description listed in the resolution. It was further moved to approve the transfer of $250,000 of 

Economic Development funds, previously set aside for the Hibbing Motorplex project, to the 

City of Hibbing to continue this initiative.  Commissioner Raukar explained that the County is 

divesting non-core functions but there is no guarantee that the City of Hibbing will accept the 

offer.  After further discussion, the motion passed; six yeas, zero nays.  Resolution No. 12-

705. 

 

At 11:50 a.m., Chair Nelson recessed the Board meeting to convene as the Committee of the 

Whole. 

 

At 1:30 p.m., Chair Nelson resumed the Board meeting. 

At 1:31 p.m., Commissioner Jewell exited the meeting. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved to approve the second 

consent agenda which consisted of items approved a the Committee of the Whole meeting, 

without Board item 12-520, Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness Land Exchange.  After 

no further discussion, the motion passed; five yeas, zero nays. 

 

At 1:32 p.m., Commissioner Jewell returned to the meeting. 

 

Chair Nelson, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, moved the resolution urging Congress 

and especially the Minnesota Congressional Delegation to take immediate action and pass into 

law the provisions of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness (BWCAW) Land 

Exchange contained in Laws of Minnesota, 2012, Chapter 236, and that all current law 

provisions pertaining to the 1948 Thye-Blatnik Act be fully honored and protected. 

 

Chair Nelson then opened the meeting to persons who wanted to address the Board.   

 

Becky Rom spoke in opposition of the land exchange. 

Kristin Larsen spoke in opposition of the land exchange. 
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After no further discussion, the motion passed; five yeas, one nay (Commissioner Jewell).  

Resolution No. 12-713. 

 

Commissioner Sweeney thanked everyone for the privilege of serving 16 years as St. Louis 

County’s 5th District Commissioner. 

 

The following Board and contract files were created as a result of documents received at this 

Board meeting: 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, Robert Krepps, Land Commissioner, and Donald 

Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting Board Letter No. 12-488, Public Sale of State Tax 

Forfeited Lands on February 14, 2013.—59560 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Gottschald, Director of Human Resources, 

submitting Board Letter No. 12-521, Deputy Sheriff Unit Bargaining Agreement – 

2012/2013.—59561 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Ann Busche, Director of Public Health & Human 

Services, submitting Board Letter No. 12-480, Advertising for Appointments to the 

Leadership Team of the Heading Home St. Louis County Homeless Project.—59562 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Foldesi, Public Works Director/Highway 

Engineer, submitting Board Letter No. 12-489, Agreement with ARDC (Arrowhead Regional 

Development Commissioner) for Intersection Control Evaluation Planning Study.—59563 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Foldesi, Public Works Director/Highway 

Engineer, submitting Board Letter No. 12-490, State Compensation for TH 2 Detour on 

CSAH 14 (Proctor).—59564 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and James Foldesi, Public Works Director/Highway 

Engineer, submitting Board Letter No. 12-491, State Compensation for TH 169 Detour on 

CSAH 26 (Tower).—59565 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, submitting Board Letter No. 12-512, Support for 

Eliminating Sex Trafficking of Minnesota’s Children.—59566 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Tony Mancuso, Director of Property Management, 

submitting Board Letter No. 12-493, Free Conveyance of Surplus Fee Land, Pike-Sandy Tool 

House Building and Property.—59567 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Don Dicklich, County Auditor, submitting Board 

Letter No. 12-497, Minnesota Counties Information Systems (MCIS) Joint and Cooperative 

Agreement.—59568 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Barbara Hayden, Director of Planning and 

Community Development, submitting Board Letter No. 12-506, Citizen Appointments to the 

St. Louis County Board of Adjustment.—59569 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Barbara Hayden, Director of Planning and 

Community Development, submitting Board Letter No. 12-507, Citizen Appointments to the 

St. Louis County Planning Commission.—59570 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Barbara Hayden, Director of Planning and 
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Community Development, submitting Board Letter No. 12-508, Citizen Appointments to the 

Community Development Block Grant Citizen Advisory Committee.—59571 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Sherry Rodriguez, County Veterans Service Officer, 

submitting Board Letter No. 12-517, Acceptance of County Veterans Service Officer 

Community Outreach Grant (Correction).—59572 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Ann Busche, Director of Public Health & Human 

Services, submitting Board Letter No. 12-519, Appointments of Public Health and Human 

Services Advisory Committee Members.—59573 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, submitting Board Letter No. 12-520, Boundary Waters 

Canoe Area Wilderness Land Exchange.—59574 

 

Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and Barbara Hayden, Director of Planning & Community 

Development, submitting Board Letter No. 12-522, Establish Public Hearing to Consider 

Application for Minnesota Investment Fund Recovery Financing.—59575 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51484 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Michelle Fairbanks d/b/a Home Sweet Home Adult Foster Care.—12-

998 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract No. 15003 between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Michelle Fairbanks d/b/a Home Sweet Home.—12-999 

 

Addendum to Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14913B, between the Public 

Health and Human Services Department and Range Women’s Advocates.—12-1000 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51479 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Amber Gibson.—12-1001 

 

Home and Community-Based Waiver Services Contract No. 14995 between the St. Louis 

County Board of Commissioners and Amber Gibson d/b/a Amber’s Home. —12-1002 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51481 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Shannon Lustila and LeLyn Lustila d/b/a Alternative Senior Living.—

12-1003 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51470 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Twelfth Step House.—12-1004 

 

Group Residential Housing Rate Agreement No. 51480 between the St. Louis County Board 

of Commissioners and Duluth Regional Care Center, Inc. (Basswood).—12-1005 

 

Purchase of Service Agreement, Contract No. 14999, between St. Louis County and Lake 

Superior Community Health Center for dental, health care, education testing and treatment, 

behavioral health and counseling services for low-income persons in St. Louis County.—12-

1006 

 

Lease Agreement between the County of St. Louis and Simon Property Group, L.P., for 

premises located at 1600 Miller Truck Highway, Duluth, MN, for the St. Louis County 

Auditor’s Service Center for a ten-year period.—12-1007 
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Upon motion by Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Raukar, resolutions 

numbered 12-660 through 12-700, as submitted on the consent agenda, were unanimously 

adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota has received funds from the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention to assess and enhance the capacity of the state and local health departments to 

respond to bio-terrorism, infectious diseases, and other threats to public health and has 

allocated said funds to Community Health Boards; and  

WHEREAS, the Public Health and Human Services Department has been performing the 

requirements of the grant agreement and wishes to continue. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board accepts funding 

from the Carlton-Cook-Lake-St. Louis Community Health Board in the amount of $138,479 

for the period August 10, 2012 through June 30, 2013, payable to Fund 230, Agency 233999, 

Grant 23601, Year 2012. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-660 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County purchases employment services for persons with disabilities; 

and  

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Health and Human Services has contracted with 

Occupational Development Center, Inc. (Virginia, MN) and Goodwill Industries Vocational 

Enterprises, Inc. (Duluth, MN) for over 30 years to provide extended employment services for 

persons with disabilities and wishes to renew these agreements.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into purchase of service agreements with Occupational 

Development Center, Inc. (ODC) and Goodwill Industries Vocational Enterprises, Inc. (GIVE) 

for extended employment services at the rates listed below for shelter-based work, supported 

employment, and job coaching at the contract maximum of $90,407 for each agreement for 

the period January 1, 2013, through December 31, 2013, payable from Fund 230, Agency 

232006, Object 604800. 

Agency Services   Rates 

ODC Shelter-Based Work  $15.00/worker/day 

 Supported Employment $15.00/worker/day 

 Job Coaching  $30.00/hour 

 

GIVE Shelter-Based Work  $15.00/worker/day 

 Supported Employment $15.00/worker/day 

 Job Coaching  $30.00/hour 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-661 

 

WHEREAS, Arrowhead Center, Inc., provides chemical dependency and substance abuse 

assessment, treatment, and aftercare services, as well as urinalysis collection and drug testing 

services; and 

WHEREAS, the Public Health and Human Services Department wishes to renew its current 

purchase of service contract with Arrowhead Center. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into a purchase of service contract with Arrowhead 

Center, Inc., for the following services and rates for the period January 1, 2013, through 

December 31, 2013: 

Service Rate Annual maximum Budget  

Assessment and Treatment $259.22 per person $44,585.66 230-232006-608000 

Aftercare $253.33 per person $22,292.34 230-232006-608000 

     Combined annual maximum $66,878.00 
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Court-ordered Drug Testing $35.00 per unit $10,000.00 230-232008-602000 

Income Maint. Drug Testing $35.00 per unit $  1,000.00 230-231014-629900 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-662 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has a variety of children’s services available in the community 

that are Federal Title IV-E eligible, with the county paying the entire cost for any child who 

does not have private insurance coverage or is not eligible for Medical Assistance (MA); and 

WHEREAS, the Public Health and Human Services Department has contracted with the 

providers listed below to provide needed children’s services on behalf of the county and 

wishes to renew these agreements. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes 

agreements for children’s services covering the period January 1, 2013, through December 31, 

2013, with the following providers at the per diem rates listed as follows: 

 

Emergency Shelters:    Requested Rate   % Increase 

LSS - Bethany Crisis Shelter/Duluth    

 Shelter Care and Emergency Foster Care $160.00/day 2.6% 

    Diagnostic – 25-day Evaluation  $168.00/day 

    Family Assessment Fee for Diagnostic  $  86.00/day 

        Health Screening Fee   $  70.00/hour 

 

LSS Family Resource Ctr.-Range Youth Shelter Services  

    Children’s Shelter   $188.35/day 

 Health Screening Fee   $  40.00/screen 

          

Residential Treatment Centers: 

Woodland Hills 

 Main Residential Treatment Center – Corrections $234.37/day 4.24% 

 Chisholm House 30 - Short-Term Consequence $137.38/day 2.94% 

 Semi Independent Living Program  $170.42/day 

 SED Mental Health Services  $246.48/day 3.74% 

 

Mesabi Academy 

 Long-Term Residential Program $218.50/day 3.0% 

 Long-Term Secure Residential Program $230.37/day 3.0% 

 Sexual Offender Residential Program $258.11/day 3.0% 

 Diagnostic Residential Program $238.85/day 3.0% 

 Fire Setter Diagnostic Program $278.41/day 3.0% 

 Fire Setter Residential Program $278.41/day 3.0% 

 Fire Setter Evaluation (excluding travel) $194.36/day 3.0% 

 Specialized Residential (IQ 50-65)   $   283.25/day 3.0% 

 Chemical Dependency Program  $   228.66/day 3.0% 

 High Impact, Short-Term Secure Program $2,266.00/day 3.0% 

 One on One Services (new to this contract) $    16.00/hour 

 Detention Program (for internal use only) No Additional Cost 

        

     Requested Rate     % Increase 

Northwood Children’s Services 

 Residential Services   $236.35/day 3.0% 

 Diagnostic & Assessment   $236.84/day 3.0% 
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Budget References for Out-of-Home Placement 

 Fund   230 Social Services 

 Agency   232008 Children’s Services 

 Expense Objects  601200 Out-of-Home Placement Costs 

    601600 Children’s Mental Health Services 

 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes purchase of service 

agreements for emergency and respite child foster care with Northwood Children’s Services, 

Fond du Lac Foster Care Licensing and Placement Agency, and LSS Bethany Foster Care 

Program for Child Foster Care Services. The purchase of service agreements with Northwood 

Children’s Services shall include therapeutic Child Foster Care Services. The therapeutic 

Child Foster Care Service rates for Northwood Children’s Services and Child Foster Care with 

the Fond du Lac Foster Care Licensing and Placement Agency and LSS Bethany Foster Care 

Program shall comply with Basic Maintenance and Difficulty of Care (DOC) rates set by the 

Minnesota Department of Human Services (DHS).  Respite Child Foster Care, emergency 

Child Foster Care and the licensing and placement fees shall be at the per diem rates listed 

below.  This agreement shall be in effect from January 1, 2013, through December 31, 2013. 

Foster Care:      Requested Rate  Increase 

Northwood Children’s Services 

 Therapeutic Foster Care      DHS Difficulty of Care (DOC) Guidelines 

    Licensing & Placement Administration  $32.45/day  3.0% 

 

Fond du Lac Foster Care Licensing & Placement Agency 

 Foster Care   DHS Difficulty of Care (DOC) Guidelines 

      Licensing & Placement Administration  $20.00/day 

 Respite Care (paid to foster home)  $35.00/day 

 

LSS – Bethany Foster Care Program 

 Foster Care    DHS Difficulty of Care (DOC) Guidelines 

    Licensing & Placement Administration  $25.63/day  2.5%   

 

Budget References for Foster Care 

 Fund  230 Social Services 

 Agency  232008 Children’s Services 

 Expense Objects 601200 Out-of-Home Placement Costs 

    Licensing/Resource Development  

   603200 Respite Care Licensing & Resource  

    Development 

 RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes purchase 

of service agreements with the following provider at the rates listed below for Child Day 

Treatment services effective January 1, 2013 through December 31, 2013: 

Day Treatment    Requested Rate % Increase 

Woodland Hills Therapeutic Day Treatment    $77.93/day  

 

Budget Reference for Day Treatment 

 Fund  230 Social Services 

 Agency  232008 Children’s Services 

 Expense Object 601600 Children’s Mental Health Services 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-663 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has need for a Crisis Nursery Service; and 

WHEREAS, the Public Health and Human Services Department has contracted with Lutheran 

Social Service since March 1994 to provide child protection services on behalf of the county; 
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and 

WHEREAS, the Department wishes to renew this agreement for an early intervention service 

committed to the prevention of child abuse and maltreatment by providing short-term 

emergency care for children and support services for families during times of crisis.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes a 

purchase of service contract with Lutheran Social Service Bethany Crisis Nursery for the 

period January 1, 2013, through December 31, 2013, and authorizes payment of $37,182 

payable from Fund 230 (Social Services); Agency 232008 (Children’s Services); Expense 

Object 601200 (Out-of-Home Placement).  

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-664 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has Child Protection and Intervention and Prevention Programs; 

and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Department of Public Health and Human Services contracts 

with Lutheran Social Service (LSS) Bethany Crisis Shelter and LSS Family Resource Center 

to provide Supervised Visitation Services on behalf of the county; and 

WHEREAS, the department wishes to renew the agreements to promote a safe environment 

for youth to visit non-custodial parents and other family members. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes 

agreements for Supervised Visitation Services and related staff transportation to approved off-

site locations for the period January 1, 2013, through December 31, 2013, payable from  Fund 

230 (Social Services), Agency 232008 (Children’s Services), Expense Object 602000 (Other 

Children’s Services), as follows: 

 Provider      Rate 

 LSS Family Resource Center-Range Youth Shelter, Virginia 

  Basic Supervised Visitation  $34.00 per hour 

  Transportation   $18.00 per hour 

 LSS Bethany Crisis Shelter, Duluth 

  Basic Supervised Visitation  $35.00 per hour 

  Structured Supervised Visitation  $40.00 per hour 

  Transportation   $18.00 per hour 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-665 

  

WHEREAS, First Witness Child Abuse Resource Center (First Witness) provides services 

that are considered critical to meeting the mission and core goals of the Department of Public 

Health and Human Services (PHHS); and 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the county that PHHS enter into a contract to purchase 

forensic child interviews and interview training from First Witness. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board  authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into a purchase of service contract with First Witness 

Child Abuse Resource Center for forensic child interviews at the rate of $416.67 per interview 

up to $24,500 per year plus $3,468 for forensic interview training for PHHS staff, for a total 

contract maximum of $27,968 for the period January 1, 2013, through December 31, 2013, to 

be accounted for in Fund 230, Agency 232008, Object 608000. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-666 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Public Health and Human Services Department wishes to 

purchase intensive Adolescent Services (Trauma Assessment and Family Treatment Program) 

as an alternative to Out-of-Home Placement of children; and 

WHEREAS, the Human Development Center, Duluth, MN, is able and willing to provide 

these services. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into Children’s Mental Health Adolescent Services, 
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“Strong Families”, (Trauma Assessment and Family Treatment Program) contracts with the 

Human Development Center of Duluth, MN, in the amount of $108,324 for the period January 

1, 2013, through December 31, 2013, payable from Fund 230 Social Services; Agency 232008 

Children’s Services; Expense Object 601600 Children’s Mental Health Services. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-667 

 

WHEREAS, Legal Aid Service of Northeastern Minnesota provides services that are 

considered critical to meeting the mission and core goals of the Public Health and Human 

Services Department; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the county to enter into a contract to purchase services 

from Legal Aid Service of Northeastern Minnesota. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into a purchase of service contract with Legal Aid Service 

of Northeastern Minnesota at a maximum rate of $1,428 per client for an annual amount not to 

exceed $60,000 for the period January 1, 2013, through December 31, 2013, payable from 

Fund 230, Agency 232044, Object 608000. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-668 

 

WHEREAS, Program for Aid to Victims of Sexual Assault (PAVSA) provides services that 

are considered critical to meeting the mission and core goals of the Department of Public 

Health and Human Services (PHHS); and 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the county that PHHS enter into a contract to purchase 

professional counseling services from PAVSA. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into a purchase of service contract with Program for Aid 

to Victims of Sexual Assault for professional counseling services for the period January 1, 

2013, through December 31, 2013, at the rate of $50.13 per one-hour session for an annual 

amount not to exceed $27,274, to be accounted for in Fund 230, Agency 232006, Object 

608000. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-669 

 

WHEREAS, Human Development Center (HDC) helps people with mental illness to remain 

safe and as independent as possible by providing a full range of community mental health 

services; and 

WHEREAS, the Public Health and Human Services Department has contracted with HDC to 

provide needed community mental health services in southern St. Louis County for many 

years; and 

WHEREAS, county funds must be set aside to pay the non-federal share of Medical 

Assistance for mental health services for residents of southern St. Louis County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes two 

agreements with Human Development Center for the period January 1, 2013, through 

December 31, 2013.  The county’s required share is paid as indicated below:  

1. Children MH-TCM contract (15 cases per month) 

 $510 per month per client 

 Fund 230, Agency 232008, Object 601600 

 

2. Adult MH-TCM contract (80 cases per month) 

 $364 per month per client 

 Fund 230, Agency 232006, Object 604400 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-670 

 

WHEREAS, Range Mental Health Center helps people with mental illness to remain safe and 

as independent as possible by providing a full range of community mental health services; and 
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WHEREAS, the Public Health and Human Services Department has contracted with Range 

Mental Health Center to provide needed community mental health services in northern St. 

Louis County for many years; and 

WHEREAS, county funds must be set aside to pay the non-federal share of Medical 

Assistance for mental health services for residents of northern St. Louis County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorize the 

following agreements with Range Mental Health Center for the period January 1, 2013, 

through December 31, 2013.  The county’s required share is paid as indicated below:  

1. Children MH-TCM contract (7-10 cases per month) 

 $688 per month per client 

 Fund 230, Agency 232008, Object 601600 

 

2. Other children’s mental health services contract 

 Not to exceed $90,000 per year 

 Fund 230, Agency 232008, Object 601600 

 

3. Adult MH-TCM contract (maximum 60 cases) 

 $354 per month per client 

 Fund 230, Agency 232006, Object 604400 

 

4. Other adult mental health services  

 Not to exceed $101,088 per year 

 Fund 230, Agency 232006, Object 604400 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-671 

 

WHEREAS, on June 14, 2011, the St. Louis County Board adopted Resolution No. 11-339 

creating a fifteen-member St. Louis County Homeless Programs Leadership Team to oversee 

and guide homeless program activities in the county; and 

WHEREAS, nine members are appointed by St. Louis County and six members are appointed 

by the City of Duluth, with three-year staggered terms to ensure membership continuity; and  

WHEREAS, in anticipation for openings during 2013, the Public Health and Human Services 

Department would like to update the list of persons interested in a county appointment by 

advertising county-wide for applicants. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

County Auditor to advertise county wide for applicants to the Leadership Team of the Heading 

Home St. Louis County Homeless Project, thus maintaining a current and active list of 

potential appointees.  

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-672 

 

WHEREAS, the Registrar of Titles is authorized to require Registered Land Survey Number 

113 pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 508.47; and 

WHEREAS, the County Surveyor and Examiner of Titles have approved Registered Land 

Survey Number 113; and 

WHEREAS, the final prints have been submitted for filing. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board grants final 

approval to Registered Land Survey Number 113 located in Government Lot 3, Section 14, 

Township 64 West, Range 18 North (Beatty Township). 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-673 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County is committed to providing waste disposal services to residents 

in the northern regions of the county; and 

WHEREAS, since 1999 the county has been leasing property located in the SW¼ of the NW¼ 

of the NW¼ of the NE¼ of Section 18, Township 69 North, Range 21 West; and 
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WHEREAS, it has been determined that it is in the best interest of the county to continue to 

provide a canister site to the residents in this area. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into a five-year lease agreement with the Kabetogama 

Lake Association to operate a solid waste canister site for the period January 1, 2013, through 

December 31, 2017, with the option of two (2) one-year extensions. The annual cost of this 

lease will be $1 plus the current yearly property tax amount, which was $609.82 for 2012, 

payable from Fund 600, Agency 603001.  

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-674 

 

WHEREAS, the Bank of Elk River has requested a non-exclusive road easement across state 

tax forfeited land to access private land; and 

WHEREAS, there are no reasonable alternatives to obtain access to the property; and 

WHEREAS, exercising the easement will not cause significant adverse environmental or 

natural resource management impacts and will not conflict with public use of the land; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4(a) allows for the granting of easements across state 

tax forfeited land for such purposes.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Auditor, pursuant to 

Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4(a) is authorized to grant a non-exclusive easement across state 

tax forfeited land to the Bank of Elk River described as follows: 

A 66.00-foot wide easement for ingress and egress across the Southwest Quarter of the 

Northwest Quarter of Section 22, Township 62 North, Range 14 West of the Fourth Principal 

Meridian, St. Louis County, Minnesota, the centerline of which is described as follows:  

Assuming the West line of the Northwest Quarter of Section 22, to bear North 07° 23' 34" 

West and from the West Quarter Corner of Section 22 run North 07° 23' 34" West along said 

West line a distance of 575.56 feet to the intersection of the centerline of the existing "Six 

Mile Road" and the West line of the Northwest Quarter of Section 22, said point of 

intersection being the POINT OF BEGINNING of the centerline to be described; thence South 

78° 57' 58" East, a distance of 33.63 feet; thence South 72° 58' 29" East, a distance of 62.09 

feet; thence South 64° 53' 28" East, a distance of 123.17 feet; thence South 57° 52' 03" East, a 

distance of 46.59 feet; thence South 47° 26' 43" East, a distance of 169.65 feet to the 

centerline of the "Trygg Road" and there terminate. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the granting of this easement is conditioned upon payment of 

$1,250 land use fee, $100 administration fee and $46 recording fee for a total of $1,396, to be 

deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-675 

 

WHEREAS, David Glowaski has requested a non-exclusive road easement across state tax 

forfeited land to access private land; and 

WHEREAS, there are no reasonable alternatives to obtain access to the property; and 

WHEREAS, exercising the easement will not cause significant adverse environmental or 

natural resource management impacts and will not conflict with public use of the land; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4(a) allows for the granting of easements across state 

tax forfeited land for such purposes.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Auditor, pursuant to 

Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4(a) is authorized to grant a non-exclusive easement across state 

tax forfeited land to David Glowaski described as follows: 

A 15.00-foot wide easement for ingress and egress over and across part of the Southwest 

Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 26, Township 66 North, Range 20 West of the 

Fourth Principal Meridian, St. Louis County, Minnesota, the centerline of which is described 

as follows: 

Assuming the West line of the Northwest Quarter of Section 26, Township 66 North, Range 

20 West of the Fourth Principal Meridian, St. Louis County, Minnesota to bear North 
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00°14'34" West and from the Northwest Corner of said Section 26, run South 33°05' 05" East 

a distance of 4921.65 feet to the intersection of the centerline of a drive as it exists on 

November 23, 2011, and the assumed West line of the Southwest Quarter of the Southeast 

Quarter of said Section 26, said point of intersection being the POINT OF BEGINNING of the 

centerline to be described. Thence South 55°45'04" East, a distance of 90.31 feet; thence 

South 62°07'55" East, a distance of 78.18 feet; thence South 68°33'36" East, a distance of 

76.45 feet; thence South 78°17'51" East, a distance of 103.04 feet; thence South 85°46'33" 

East, a distance of 82.52 feet; thence North 89°56'04" East, a distance of 71.62 feet; thence 

North 75°28'54" East, a distance of 78.19 feet; thence North 71°00'05" East, a distance of 

80.62 feet; thence North 64°14'09" East, a distance of 88.51 feet; thence North  61°00'46" 

East, a distance of 112.71 feet to the North line of the Southwest Quarter of the Southeast 

Quarter of Section 26 and there terminate. A 15.00-foot wide easement for ingress and egress 

over and across part of Sections 24 & 25, Township 66 North, Range 20 West of the Fourth 

Principal Meridian, St. Louis County, Minnesota, the centerline of which is described as 

follows: 

Assuming the West line of the Northwest Quarter of Section 26, Township 66 North, Range 

20 West of the Fourth Principal Meridian, St. Louis County, Minnesota to bear North 

00°14'34" West and from the Northwest Corner of said Section 26 run North 65°34'27" East, a 

distance of 11,379.13 feet to the intersection of the centerline of a drive as it exists on 

November 23, 2011, and the North line of Government Lot 1 of said Section 24, said point of 

intersection being the POINT OF BEGINNING of the centerline to be described. Thence 

South 01°32'13" East a distance of 16.37 feet; thence South 25°33'06" West a distance of 

34.40 feet; thence South 43°22'57" West a distance of 165.59 feet; thence South 17°14'34" 

West a distance of 136.45 feet; thence South 10°46'40" West a distance of 77.14 feet; thence 

South 34°20'44" West a distance of 164.01 feet; thence South 21°38'06" West a distance of 

89.82 feet; thence South 04°29'54" West a distance of 162.38 feet; thence South 24°12'47" 

West a distance of 78.85 feet; thence South 34°37'07" West a distance of 124.76 feet; thence 

South 12°28'32" West a distance of 504.81 feet; thence South 03°52'28" East a distance of 

115.40 feet; thence South 18°26'45" East a distance of 232.56 feet; thence South 30°07'20" 

East a distance of 213.72 feet; thence South 05°43'03" West a distance of 126.53 feet; thence 

South 22°29'36" West a distance of 60.57 feet; thence South 35°37'45" West a distance of 

163.62 feet; thence South 17°29'11" West a distance of 117.66 feet; thence South 43°32'36" 

West a distance of 237.01 feet; thence South 41°50'54" West a distance of 87.82 feet; thence 

South 70°36'06" West a distance of 60.86 feet; thence North 89°30'42" West a distance of 

229.55 feet; thence South 81°06'05" West a distance of 99.99 feet; thence South 74°16'44" 

West a distance of 491.80 feet; thence South 83°38'42" West a distance of 110.71 feet; thence 

South 70°17'15" West a distance of 108.34 feet; thence South 52°28'45" West a distance of 

117.11 feet; thence South 63°39'57" West a distance of 134.59 feet; thence South 76°27'57" 

West a distance of 106.43 feet; thence South 84°19'00" West a distance of 55.06 feet; thence 

South 66°45'00" West a distance of 44.27 feet; thence South 42°41'33" West a distance of 

36.01 feet; thence South 19°14'38" West a distance of 29.44 feet; thence South 01°44'05" 

West a distance of 74.37 feet; thence South 14°04'24" East a distance of 128.73 feet; thence 

South 04°29'36" East a distance of 54.88 feet; thence South 35°19'33" West a distance of 

73.84 feet; thence South 06°52'10" West a distance of 141.84 feet; thence South 05°08'23" 

East a distance of 172.98 feet; thence South 18°36'06" West a distance of 189.29 feet; thence 

South 30°11'40" West a distance of 251.19 feet; thence South 35°24'54" West a distance of 

280.06 feet; thence South 04°21'05" East a distance of 274.00 feet; thence South 12°07'30" 

East a distance of 51.41 feet; thence South 29°08'19" East a distance of 198.10 feet; thence 

South 22°23'49" East a distance of 37.77 feet; thence South 10°36'19" East a distance of 

196.78 feet; thence South 04°59'27" West a distance of 120.10 feet; thence South 17°06'47" 

West a distance of 434.46 feet; thence South 28°36'16" West a distance of 132.80 feet; thence 

South 41°34'00" West a distance of 179.12 feet; thence South 23°54'48" West a distance of 

362.91 feet; thence South 51°44'05" West a distance of 60.34 feet; thence South 61°59'50" 
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West a distance of 66.10 feet; thence South 75°14'34" West a distance of 61.53 feet; thence 

North 86°11'26" West a distance of 334.32 feet; thence South 67°30'13" West a distance of 

62.85 feet; thence South 49°20'14" West a distance of 176 75 feet; thence South 54°51'53" 

West a distance of 279.44 feet; thence South 42°12'13" West a distance of 205.15 feet; thence 

South 72°52'07" West a distance of 258.80 feet; thence South 49°10'55" West a distance of 

111.70 feet; thence South 79°42'18" West a distance of 95.68 feet; thence South 50°44'42" 

West a distance of 92.04 feet; thence South 59°49'15" West a distance of 53.95 feet; thence 

South 43°46'27" West a distance of 64.53 feet; thence South 19°58'25" West a distance of 

84.62 feet; thence South 11°08'32" West a distance of 143.45 feet; thence South 01°03'37" 

West a distance of 131.70 feet; thence South 42°52'38" West a distance of 34.40 feet; thence 

South 64°03'56" West a distance of 54.72 feet; thence South 76°11'32" West a distance of 

95.26 feet; thence South 57°37'27" West a distance of 121.04 feet; thence South 18°25'39" 

West a distance of 92.14 feet; to the assumed South line of the Southwest Quarter of the 

Northwest Quarter of Section 25 and there terminate. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the granting of this easement is conditioned upon payment of 

$3,350 land use fee, $100 administration fee and $46 recording fee for a total of $3,496, to be 

deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-676 

 

WHEREAS, the contract with Cindy Luukkonen of Eveleth, MN, and US Steel Corp. of St. 

Paul, MN, for the repurchase of state tax forfeited land is in default for nonpayment of taxes; 

and  

WHEREAS, the purchasers were properly served with Notice of Cancellation of Contract by 

publication and have failed to cure the default for lands legally described as: 

 CITY OF GILBERT 

 SITE 28 NE1/4 OF SE1/4 EX RY R/W 4.89 AC  

 SECTION 34, TOWNSHIP 58 NORTH, RANGE 17 WEST 

 Parcel Code: 060-0050-00611 

 C22000226            

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. §§ 282.04, Subd. 2(d) and 504B.271 authorize the County Auditor to 

dispose of abandoned personal property; and           

WHEREAS, the previous owners of the property will be notified by posting of the property or 

by mail.      

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

cancellation of contract for the repurchase of state tax forfeited land described above, 

according to the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 5, and Minn. Stat. § 282.40, and 

according to the procedures of Minn. Stat. § 559.21. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Auditor is authorized to dispose of 

abandoned personal property from the above described state tax forfeited property.  

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-677 

 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.241 provides that state tax forfeited land may be repurchased 

by the previous owners subject to payment of delinquent taxes and assessments, with 

penalties, costs, and interest; and   

WHEREAS, the applicants, Kevin and Sheila Larson of Mazeppa, MN, have applied to 

repurchase state tax forfeited land legally described as:  

 TOWN OF GREENWOOD  

 W 330 FT OF ELY 1367 FT OF LOT 5  

 SECTION 18, TOWNSHIP 62 NORTH, RANGE 16 WEST 

 Parcel Code: 387-0010-01761 

WHEREAS, the applicants were the owners of record at the time of forfeiture and are eligible 

to repurchase the property; and 

WHEREAS, approving the repurchase will correct undue hardship and promote the use of 



PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

425 

 

 

lands that will best serve the public interest. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

repurchase application by Kevin and Sheila Larson of Mazeppa, MN, on file in County Board 

File No. 59398, subject to payments including total taxes and assessments of $10,111.84, 

service fee of $114.00, deed tax of $33.37, deed fee of $25.00, and recording fee of $46.00 for 

a total of $10,330.21, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-678 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board desires to offer for sale, as recommended by the 

Land Commissioner, certain parcels of land that have forfeited to the State of Minnesota for 

non-payment of taxes; and 

WHEREAS, the parcels of land as described in County Board File No. 59560 have been 

classified as non-conservation land as provided for in Minn. Stat. Chapter 282.01; and 

WHEREAS, these parcels of land are not withdrawn from sale pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 

85.012, 92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8, and 282.018, and other statutes that require the withholding 

of state tax forfeited lands from sale; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Natural Resources has approved the sale of these lands, as 

required by Minn. Stat. Chapter 282. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

County Auditor to offer these lands at public sale for not less than the basic sale price in 

accordance with terms set forth in the Land and Minerals Department policy and in a manner 

provided for by law on Thursday, February 14, 2013, at 10:00 a.m. at the Depot, 506 W. 

Michigan Street, Duluth, MN.  Funds from the land sale are to be deposited into Fund 240 

(Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-679 

 

WHEREAS, the Federal Highway Administration makes available Consolidated Planning 

Grant (CPG) funding to metropolitan planning organizations for the purpose of developing 

local transportation planning studies; and 

WHEREAS, the Arrowhead Regional Development Commission (ARDC) acting through the 

Duluth-Superior Metropolitan Interstate Council invited St. Louis County and the City of 

Duluth to submit a joint application to develop a CPG funded Intersection Control Evaluation 

(ICE) Planning Study for the Duluth area; and 

WHEREAS, the ICE Planning Study shall evaluate eight (8) intersections in the Duluth area 

and develop proposed operational and safety improvements; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County and the City of Duluth were awarded the CPG funds by the 

ARDC to develop the ICE Planning Study. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute an agreement, and any amendments approved by the 

County Attorney’s office, with Arrowhead Regional Development Commission, a planning 

organization, setting forth the terms and conditions for the ICE Planning Study.  The total cost 

of these services is $11,500.00, payable from Fund 200, Agency 200008, Object 626600. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-680 

 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota, Department of Transportation, will provide payment 

under the terms of Agreement No. 01449 for the use of County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 

14 as a detour route during the construction of State Project (SP) No. 0980-139 (T.H. 35 = 

390) and SP No. 6939-19 (T.H. 2 = 203); and 

WHEREAS, the state is willing to pay for road life consumed by the detour and maintenance 

on CSAH 14 based on the income determined by the “Gas Tax Method”. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into Agreement No. 01449 with the State of Minnesota, 

Department of Transportation and approve any amendments approved by the County 
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Attorney’s Office. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the compensation shall be estimated in the amount of 

$4,052.26, and not to exceed $10,000.00 unless the maximum obligation is increased by 

execution of an amendment to the agreement.  Funds under the agreement are to be receipted 

into Fund 200, Agency 205003, Object 583100. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-681 

 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota, Department of Transportation, will provide payment 

under the terms of Agreement No. 01453 for the use of County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 

26 as a detour route during the construction of State Project No. 6936-17 (T.H. 169 = 167); 

and 

WHEREAS, the state is willing to pay for road life consumed by the detour and maintenance 

on CSAH 26 based on the income determined by the “Gas Tax Method”. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into Agreement No. 01453 with the State of Minnesota, 

Department of Transportation and approve any amendments approved by the County 

Attorney’s Office. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the compensation shall be estimated in the amount of 

$7,368.74, and not to exceed $15,000.00 unless the maximum obligation is increased by 

execution of an amendment to the agreement.  Funds under the agreement to be receipted into 

Fund 200, Agency 205003, Object 583100. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-682 

 

WHEREAS, it has been determined that LHB Corp. of Duluth, MN, has the training, 

experience, and knowledge to provide services relating to retaining wall, trail underpass, 

culvert, and storm water design and construction assistance on County State Aid Highway 91 

(Haines Road) in Duluth, Minnesota, project SP 69-691-020. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into an agreement, and approve any amendments 

authorized by the County Attorney, whereby the county will purchase the design services of 

LHB Corp. for the above project.  The total cost of these services is $42,725.72 payable from 

Fund 200, Agency 200008, Object 626600. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-683 

 

WHEREAS, the Property Management Team has reviewed the free conveyance request made 

by Pike Township for county fee land and buildings to be used for public purposes and does 

not object to this conveyance and use, legally described as follows:  

A tract of land containing an area of approximately 0.85 acres lying easterly of and adjacent to 

the easterly Right of Way Line of State Highway No. 169 and northerly of and adjacent to the 

northerly Right of Way Line of County Highway No. 21, to be used as a site for a County 

garage, said tract being more specifically described as follows:   

Starting at the intersection of the south boundary line of Section 31, Township 60 North, 

Range 16 West with the center line of State Highway No. 169; thence east along the south 

boundary line of said Section 31 (also the center line of County Highway No. 21) a distance of 

316 feet (said point being 642.9 feet west of the south one quarter corner of Section 31, 

Township 60 North, Range 16 West); thence at an angle of 79° 30’ to the left, a distance of 

approximately 33.5 feet to the north Right of Way Line of County Highway No. 21, the Point 

of Beginning of the tract of land to be conveyed; thence continuing on the last named course 

extended, a distance of 250 feet; thence at an angle of 100° 30’ to the left, a distance of 

approximately 75 feet to the easterly Right of Way Line of County Highway No. 169; thence 

in a southwesterly direction along the said easterly Right of Way Line of State Highway No. 

169 (the center line of said Right of Way being along a 3° curve) a distance of approximately 

320 feet to the north Right of Way Line of County Highway No. 21; thence easterly along the 
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said north Right of Way line of County Highway No. 21 a distance of approximately 230 feet 

to the Point of Beginning, containing an area of 0.85 acres more or less and lying wholly 

within the SE ¼ of SW ¼ of Section 31, Township 60 North, Range 16 West.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute the necessary documents to transfer county fee land and 

building for public use to Pike Township, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 465.035.  A $500 land 

transfer administrative fee will be paid by Pike Township directed into Fund 100, Agency 

128014, Object 583100. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-684 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the applications for abatements, 

correction of assessed valuations and taxes plus penalty and interest, and any additional 

accrual, identified in County Board File No. 59401. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-685 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 349.213, Subd. 2, the St. Louis County Board 

approves the following Lawful Gambling License Application (paper pull-tabs and electronic 

pull-tabs) on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County Board File No. 

59511, for the following organization. 

International Voyageur's Snowmobile Club, International Falls, Minnesota, to operate out of 

the following: 

Ash Trail Lodge, Unorganized Township 68-19, 10418 Ash River Trail, Orr, MN  

55771, new. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-686 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 349.213, Subd. 2, the St. Louis County Board of 

Commissioners approves the following Lawful Gambling License Application (paper pull-tabs 

with dispensing device, bar bingo, tipboards, paddlewheel, electronic pull-tabs, and linked 

electronic bingo) on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County Board File 

No. 59511, for the following organization. 

Climb Theatre, Inc., Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota, to operate out of the following: 

The Shack, Unorganized Township 59-16, 7075 Highway 169, Virginia, MN  55792, 

new. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-687 

 

WHEREAS, all increases in original governmental funds revenue and expenditure budgets 

require County Board approval; and 

WHEREAS, departments anticipate being notified of additional revenues throughout the year 

and need approval to increase revenue and expenditure budgets; and  

WHEREAS, the proposed budget adjustments are levy neutral.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 

authorizes the following budget changes: 

Increase the revenue and expense budget for the Public Works Department in Fund 225 

(Storm Event funding), using State Flood Bonds approved under the Special Legislative 

Session of August 24, 2012.  

These funds are administered through the Minnesota Department of Transportation under 

special Flood Bond agreements, with the revenue source determined to be in the amount of 

$15,612,264 through Revenue Object 530404, and Expense Object 652713. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-688 

 

WHEREAS, the Iron Range Youth in Action Program, a service of the St. Louis County 

Extension Office, exists to connect North St. Louis County area youth with the needs and 

volunteer opportunities in local communities of the Iron Range; and 
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WHEREAS, Iron Range Youth in Action involves over 450 youth from eleven different Iron 

Range high schools in programs and activities designed to develop the kind of character, 

responsibility, and public service values leading to civic engagement for a lifetime. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

hiring of a second full-time Youth Program Coordinator (salary: $35,821.50 - $49,471.50) for 

the Iron Range Youth in Action Program, and authorizes the addition of one full-time 

equivalent employee in this Civil Service Basic Unit position to the St. Louis County 

Extension Office budget for 2013 (Fund 184, Agency 186001). Funding is available in this 

budget. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-689 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 51, the applications for license 

to sell tobacco products at retail, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59392, are hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to 

issue the licenses as follows: 

Boondocks Saloon & Grill, Inc., d/b/a Boondocks Saloon & Grill, Township of Gnesen, 

Tobacco Products License No. T13225; 

Gnesen Convenience Store, LLC, d/b/a Gnesen Convenience Store, LLC, Township of 

Gnesen, Tobacco Products License No. T13186; 

Back Country Bar, Inc., d/b/a Hugo's, Township of Ault, Tobacco Products License No. 

T13267; 

Moosebirds, Inc., d/b/a Moosebirds, Township of Beatty, Tobacco Products License No. 

T13246; 

Kristina Lynn Carl d/b/a Saginaw Grand Lake Station, Township of Solway, Tobacco 

Products License No. T13263; 

Trailside Lounge & Grill, Inc., d/b/a Trailside Lounge & Grill, City of Meadowlands, 

Tobacco Products License No. T13234. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holders sell their licensed business, the County 

Board may at its discretion, after an investigation, transfer the licenses to a new owner, but 

without pro-rated refund to the license holders. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-690 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 51, the applications for license 

to sell tobacco products at retail, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 

County Board File No. 59392, are hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to 

issue the licenses as follows: 

Traci Melin d/b/a Char Mars, Township of Alborn, Tobacco Products License No. 

T13230, November 6, 2012; 

Jauert, Inc., d/b/a Eagle's Nest Resort, Township of Fredenberg, Tobacco Products 

License No. T1343, December 29, 2003; 

Martinson Log Cabin, Inc., d/b/a Log Cabin, Township of Angora, Tobacco Products 

License No. T1385, September 26, 1998; 

Pauline Hill d/b/a Pauline's Baits & Boats, Township of Bassett, Tobacco Products 

License No. T13102, December 29, 2003; 

Pike Lake Liquors, Inc., d/b/a Pike Lake Liquors, Inc., Township of Canosia, Tobacco 

Products License No. T13106, December 28, 2002. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holders sell their licensed business, the County 

Board may, at its discretion, after an investigation, transfer the licenses to a new owner, but 

without pro-rated refund to the license holders. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-691 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to St. Louis County Ordinance No. 51, the application for license 

to sell tobacco products at retail, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as 
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County Board File No. 59392, is hereby approved and the County Auditor is authorized to 

issue the license as follows: 

Ely-Winton Rod & Gun Club, Inc., d/b/a Samz Place, Township of Morse, Tobacco 

Products License No. T13276, renewal, change of officers. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells their licensed business, the County 

Board may, at its discretion, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new owner, but 

without pro-rated refund to the license holder. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-692 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 340A, as amended, and Rules 

and Regulations adopted by this Board under St. Louis County Ordinance No. 28, dated May 

22, 1978, as amended, the following application for intoxicating liquor licenses is hereby 

approved, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County Board File No. 

59385. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license is approved contingent upon license holder paying 

real estate or personal property taxes when due. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that if named license holder sells their licensed place of business, 

the County Board may, at its discretion, after an investigation, transfer the license to a new 

owner, but without pro-rated refund of the license fees to the license holder. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that said license shall be effective through June 30, 2013: 

Vermilion Ventures, LLC d/b/a Bayview Lodge, Greenwood Township, Combination On/Off-

Sale Intoxicating Liquor License No. CMB13151 and Sunday On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor 

License No. SUN13151, change of officers. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-693 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the revised Minnesota Counties 

Information Systems (MCIS) Joint and Cooperative Agreement. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chair of the County Board, the County Auditor, and the 

County Attorney are authorized to execute the agreement on behalf of St. Louis County. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Auditor is appointed Director to the MCIS 

Board. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Tax Division Manager is appointed 

Alternate Director to the MCIS Board. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-694 

 

WHEREAS, as of July 8, 2008, the State Public Defender’s Office does not accept court 

appointments on Child in Need of Protective Services (CHIPS), Long Term Foster Care 

(LTFC), and Termination of Parental Rights cases (TPR); and 

WHEREAS, after review of the number of cases and the options of various costs, St. Louis 

County contracted with five attorneys to accept court appointments for representation of 

parents in these cases; and  

WHEREAS, these contracts were renewed in 2009, 2010, 2011 and the current contracts 

expire on December 31, 2012; and  

WHEREAS, the need for these services still exists, and it is in the best interest of the citizens 

of St. Louis County to renew the current contracts at an annual rate of $26,593 (Range) and 

$31,668 (Duluth) due to caseload trends, and to include reimbursement for approved Criminal 

Justice Institute training or other approved training, with the five current providers. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to renew the CHIPS, LTFC, and TPR legal services contracts for 

January 1, 2013, to December 31, 2013, at an annualized cost not to exceed $160,000, payable 

from Fund 100, Agency 113002, Object 626100.  

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-695 
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WHEREAS,  St. Louis County has traditionally used outside professional legal services to 

provide civil commitment representation for individuals alleged to be mentally ill, mentally 

retarded, mentally ill and dangerous, chemically dependent, and sexually dangerous/sexual 

psychopathic personalities; and 

WHEREAS, the need for these services still exists, and in 2010 St. Louis County developed a 

three-year Joint Powers Agreement with Carlton, Cook and Lake Counties for the purpose of 

entering into a professional services contract with Michael Lien, Attorney at Law; and   

WHEREAS, as is past practice, an additional contract with an attorney located on the Range is 

practical for providing civil commitment services in this area of the county. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into a one-year contract with Michael Lien, Attorney at 

Law (to provide services to St. Louis, Carlton, Cook and Lake Counties) at the rate of 

$31,304.80. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the appropriate county officials are authorized to enter into a 

one-year contract with Todd Deal, Attorney at Law (for just St. Louis County) at the rate of 

$15,225. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that both contacts will specify the cost of representation of 

individuals alleged to be sexually dangerous and/or sexual psychopathic personalities at the 

rate of $60/hour with a maximum of $3,000 per case. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that all funds under these contracts will be payable from Fund 100, 

Agency 110001, Object 626100.  

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-696 

 

WHEREAS, the Sheriff’s Office is experiencing unacceptable turnover in the unclassified 

Bailiff – Court Security class; and 

WHEREAS, the Human Resources Department has recommended a 10% pay increase for the 

Bailiff – Court Security class, effective December 15, 2012. 

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves a 10% 

pay increase for the Bailiff – Court Security class effective December 15, 2012. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-697 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners appoints citizens to serve on the 

St. Louis County Board of Adjustment; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Adjustment currently has three individuals whose terms expire on 

December 31, 2012, and are eligible for reappointment, and one individual, William Thomas 

Coombe, whose third term expires December 31, 2012, and is not eligible for reappointment; 

and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Zoning Ordinance Number 46 requires that one member of 

the Planning Commission serve on the Board of Adjustment; and 

WHEREAS, a member of the Planning Commission, Sonya Pineo, has requested to serve on 

the Board of Adjustment. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board appoints Sonya 

Pineo to the Board of Adjustment with a term expiring December 31, 2015. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board reappoints the following citizens to 

the Board of Adjustment with a term expiring December 31, 2015: 

  Steven Filipovich 

  Dale Long 

  David Pollock 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-698 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board appoints citizens to serve on the St. Louis County 

Planning Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission currently has three individuals whose terms expire 
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December 31, 2012, and are eligible for reappointment, and two members of the Board of 

Adjustment who have requested to serve on the Planning Commission.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board reappoints the 

following citizens to the Planning Commission with a term expiring December 31, 2015: 

  Stephen Kucera 

  Raymond J. Savatos 

  Roger Skraba 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board appoints the following individuals 

to the Planning Commission for a three year term expiring December 31, 2015: 

  Kurt Johnson 

  Diana Werschay 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-699 

 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board appoints the following three individuals to the 

Community Development Block Grant Citizen Advisory Committee with a term ending April 

30, 2015: 

  Daniel Hestetune - Ely 

  Dana Hiltunen - At-Large Representative 

  Julie Spiering - At-Large Representative 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-700 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

WHEREAS, the Property Management Team has identified the following described property 

as surplus county fee owned land and the property was advertised for sale and bids were 

received. The property is legally described as follows: 

Beginning at the southeast corner of the Southeast ¼ of the Northwest ¼ of Section 23, 

Township 54 North, Range 17 West, which is the center of said Section 23, and running 

thence westerly along the east and west ¼ line of said Section 23 for a distance of 900.00 feet; 

thence northeasterly for a distance of 1439.39 feet, more or less, to a point on the north and 

south ¼ line of said Section 23; thence southerly along said north and south ¼ line for a 

distance of 1100.00 feet to the point of beginning.  Said tract of land contains 11.4 acres, more 

or less, lying wholly within the Southeast ¼ of the Northwest ¼ of Section 23, Township 54 

North, Range 17 West; and 

WHEREAS, Jeffrey Olsen submitted the high bid of $9,000.00 for the parcel. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to the requirements and procedures 

of Minn. Stat. § 373.01, the Chair of the County Board and the County Auditor are authorized 

to execute a quit claim deed, conveying the above listed property to Jeffrey Olsen, for the high 

bid amount of $9,000.00, payable to Fund 100, Agency 128014, Object 583100.  Buyer is 

responsible for deed tax and recording fees.  

Unanimously adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-701 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, to bolster actions by law enforcement, society should assist in eradicating such 

crimes by altering practices to make it more difficult for criminals to engage in sex trafficking 

in the state of Minnesota; and 

WHEREAS, county prosecutors in Minnesota have committed to treating children who are 

trafficked as victims and not as delinquents; and 

WHEREAS, in 2011, the Minnesota Legislature and Governor Mark Dayton enacted the Safe 

Harbor for Sexually Exploited Youth Act, which identified prostituted children as victims of 

sexual exploitation and called upon the state to create a framework for implementation of the 

changes inherent in the new law by August 1, 2014; and 

WHEREAS, Minnesota counties can play a leading role in the fight against sex trafficking in 

Minnesota through their efforts around child protection, public health, human services, 
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housing, law enforcement and prosecution and local county corrections and probation services; 

and 

WHEREAS, studies have shown that sexual exploitation - survival sex, prostitution, gang rape 

- affects as many as 40% of all runaway youth; and 

WHEREAS, the Ramsey County Runaway Intervention Project has gained national attention 

as a "best results-oriented model" for working with runaway girls 15 and younger, including 

teen girls who have been prostituted; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County, through its County Attorney’s Office, has been at the forefront 

of this issue with Ramsey County and Program for Aid to Victims of Sexual Assault (PAVSA) 

through presentations at the Women's Foundation and early support of the Safe Harbor 

initiative and resulting legislation, and by promoting the use of a victim-centered public health 

model with this population, rather than treating them as delinquents, providing an environment 

for children who have been trafficked as prostitutes to rebuild their self-esteem, their family 

life, and their future; and 

WHEREAS, the “MN Girls Are Not for Sale” campaign has garnered state-wide support and 

national coverage for its efforts to identify and stop the sexual exploitation of girls in our 

communities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board supports the 

position of the Association of Minnesota Counties in taking a leadership role in convening a 

statewide summit of county leaders around this issue to develop a victim-centered response to 

eliminate sex trafficking of our children. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board supports the provision of state and 

federal resources to implement a comprehensive statewide "No Wrong Door" intervention 

model including shelter, housing, and services for child sex-trafficking victims, as well as 

training for law enforcement and other frontline personnel. 

Unanimously adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-702 

 

BY COMMISSIONER DAHLBERG: 

WHEREAS, bids have been received by the County Auditor for the following project: 

 SP 69-691-020/SP 69-691-027, CP 8269 located on CSAH 91 (Haines Road) from 

 DMIR RR XING to CSAH 56 (Morris Thomas Road) in Duluth, MN; and 

WHEREAS, bids were opened in the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN at 10:00 a.m. 

on November 29, 2012, and the low responsible bid determined. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the 

award on the above project to the low bidder: 

LOW BIDDER  ADDRESS  AMOUNT  

Hammerlund Construction Inc. 3201 W. Hwy. 2  $10,820,000.00 

   Grand Rapids, MN  55744 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the appropriate county officials are authorized to approve the 

Contractor’s Performance Bonds and to execute the bonds and contract for the above listed 

project payable from Fund 220, Agency 220182, Object 652700 consisting of: 

Federal (HPP) Funds: $ 4,350,364.40 

Federal Emergency Funds: $ 4,290,250.00  

Flood Bond Funds $ 1,072,562.50 

SLC State Aid Funds $ 1,087,591.10 

Century Link Non-participating $      19,232.00 

With additional revenue budgeted for expense: 

Century Link:  Fund 220, Agency 220182, Rev. Object 583100 $      19,232.00  

Unanimously adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-703 

 

BY COMMISSIONER FORSMAN: 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County Ely area offices have been serving the public for nearly 25 

years, initially from JFK Addition of the Ely School District and most recently from the St. 



PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

433 

 

 

Louis County Service Center, in the former Irresistible Ink Property located at 320 Miners 

Drive East, Ely, Minnesota;  and 

WHEREAS, County Board Resolution No. 09-595, dated December 22, 2009, authorized the 

negotiation and execution of a ten year lease with Irresistible Ink Properties, Plymouth, MN, 

for approximately 5,500 square feet of county office space, updated by County Board 

Resolution No. 10-375, dated July 27, 2010, for the full 7,440 square feet of the building; and 

WHEREAS, the County Board has directed County Administration and Property Management 

to consolidate services in county-owned buildings; and  

WHEREAS, County Administration and Property Management, in consultation with the 

County Auditor and County Attorney’s Office, have reached a reasonable offer for purchase of 

the St. Louis County Service Center in 2012; and  

WHEREAS, the purchase of the Service Center is a cost-effective strategy for county 

taxpayers and will result in lower annual expenses for maintenance of the facility; and  

WHEREAS, funds have been identified to purchase the facility this year.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to enter into and negotiate a purchase agreement with Irresistible 

Ink Properties, Plymouth, MN, for a total purchase price of $795,000 plus closing costs not to 

exceed $7,000 for the building more thoroughly described as Lots One (1) and Two (2), Block 

One (1) of Ely Business Park, according to the plat and survey on file in the County 

Recorder’s Office. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Board authorizes the purchase and the required fund 

transfer from General Fund fund balance (Fund 100, Object 311107) to Capital Projects Fund, 

Property Management Agency for the St. Louis County Service Center, located at 320 Miners 

Drive East, Ely, MN (Fund 400, Agency 400022, Object 661200).  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Board authorizes Property Management to assume 

any contracts deemed appropriate for the operations, maintenance and repair of the building 

and grounds.   

Unanimously adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-704 

 

BY COMMISSIONER RAUKAR: 

WHEREAS, the City of Hibbing has requested the transfer ownership of county fee land 

which is presently used as a racing facility and storage facility; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Hibbing has activities and functions directly related to the use of this 

facility; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 465.035, St. Louis County may transfer property to a 

public agency for a public purpose use for a nominal sum; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board has been involved in economic development plans 

for the Hibbing Motorplex since 2001, and has set aside Economic Development funds for this 

purpose, which are available in an assigned fund balance account; and  

WHEREAS, these funds can continue their desired intent to serve the economic development 

initiative on this property if transferred to the City of Hibbing.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute a purchase agreement and quit claim deed with the City 

of Hibbing and Minnesota State Colleges and Universities (MNSCU) for some or all of the 

following properties (four tracts) identified in the legal description as follows. 

That part of the Northeast Quarter of Section 18, Township 57 North, Range 20 West, St. 

Louis County, Minnesota, described as follows: 

Commencing at the north 1/16 corner of said NE ¼; thence South 4 degrees 53 minutes 10 

seconds East, along the north-south 1/16 line a distance of 650 feet (for the purposes of this 

description, the east line of said NE ¼ bears South 0 degrees 01 minute 35 seconds West); 

thence North 85 degrees 06 minutes 50 seconds East a distance of 385.00 feet; thence South 

63 degrees 53 minutes 10 seconds East a distance of 300.00 feet; thence South 22 degrees 53 

minutes 10 seconds East a distance of 1065.74 feet to the point of intersection with a line that 
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bears South 70 degrees 32 minutes 35 seconds West from the northeast corner of the S ½-NE 

¼; thence South 70 degrees 32 minutes 35 seconds West a distance of 585.91 feet to a point 

distant 1228.00 feet South 70 degrees 32 minutes 35 seconds West from said northeast corner 

and hereinafter designated as “Point A”; thence South 4 degrees 32 minutes 35 seconds West 

a distance of 258.04 feet; thence North 82 degrees 40 minutes 12 seconds West a distance of 

452.89 feet; thence North 64 degrees 57 minutes 38 seconds West  a distance of 123.58 feet; 

thence North 82 degrees 15 minutes 35 seconds West a distance of 244.54 feet; thence north 8 

degrees 50 minutes 31 seconds East a distance of 60.52 feet; thence North 82 degrees 35 

minutes 59 seconds West a distance of 167.02 feet; thence North 7 degrees 22 minutes 11 

seconds East a distance of 132.29 feet; thence north 68 degrees 59 minutes 01 second West a 

distance of 38.42 feet; thence northwesterly, along a tangential curve concave to the northeast 

having a radius of 75.00 feet, central angle of 22 degrees 15 minutes 31 seconds, chord 

bearing of North 57 degrees 51 minutes 15 seconds West, a distance of 29.14 feet; thence 

North 3 degrees 32 minutes 35 seconds East a distance of 218.05 feet; thence North 14 

degrees 36 minutes 42 seconds East a distance of 320.87 feet to the EAST-WEST 1/16 line of 

said NE ¼; thence South 89 degrees 28 minutes 53 seconds East a distance of 453.31 feet to 

the POINT OF BEGINNING; thence South 04 degrees 28 minutes 49 seconds East a distance 

of 229.58 feet; thence South 20 degrees 26 minutes 03 seconds East a distance of 183.87 feet; 

thence South 57 degrees 33 minutes 22 seconds East a distance of 446.62 feet to the above 

designated “Point A”; thence North 70 degrees 32 minutes 35 seconds East a distance of 

585.91 feet; thence North 22 degrees 53 minutes 10 seconds West a distance of 1065.74 feet; 

thence North 63 degrees 53 minutes 10 seconds West  a distance of 30.00 feet; thence South 

47 degrees 27 minutes 15 seconds West a distance of 796.70 to the POINT OF BEGINNING.  

 

Metal Building Parcel (under lease to State) 

Commencing at the north 1/16 corner of said NE ¼; thence South 4 degrees 53 minutes 10 

seconds East, along the north-south 1/16 line a distance of 650 feet (for the purposes of this 

description, the east line of said NE ¼ bears South 0 degrees 01 minute 35 seconds West); 

thence North 85 degrees 06 minutes 50 seconds East a distance of 385.00 feet; thence South 

63 degrees 53 minutes 10 seconds East a distance of 300.00 feet; thence South 22 degrees 53 

minutes 10 seconds East a distance of 1065.74 feet to the point of intersection with a line that 

bears South 70 degrees 32 minutes 35 seconds West from the northeast corner of the S ½-NE 

¼; thence South 70 degrees 32 minutes 35 seconds West a distance of 585.91 feet to a point 

distant 1228.00 feet South 70 degrees 32 minutes 35 seconds West from said northeast corner 

and hereinafter designated as “Point A”; thence South 4 degrees 32 minutes 35 seconds West 

a distance of 258.04 feet; thence North 82 degrees 40 minutes 12 seconds West a distance of 

452.89 feet; thence North 64 degrees 57 minutes 38 seconds West  a distance of 123.58 feet; 

thence North 82 degrees 15 minutes 35 seconds West a distance of 244.54 feet; thence north 8 

degrees 50 minutes 31 seconds East a distance of 60.52 feet; thence North 82 degrees 35 

minutes 59 seconds West a distance of 167.02 feet; thence North 7 degrees 22 minutes 11 

seconds East a distance of 132.29 feet; thence north 68 degrees 59 minutes 01 seconds West a 

distance of 38.42 feet; thence northwesterly, along a tangential curve concave to the northeast 

having a radius of 75.00 feet, central angle of 22 degrees 15 minutes 31 seconds, chord 

bearing of North 57 degrees 51 minutes 15 seconds West, a distance of 29.14 feet; thence 

North 3 degrees 32 minutes 35 seconds East a distance of 81.98 feet to a point hereinafter 

designated as “Point A”; thence North 3 degrees 32 minutes 35 seconds East a distance of 

136.07 feet; thence North 14 degrees 36 minutes 42 seconds East a distance  of 101.72 feet to 

a point hereinafter designated as “Point B”; thence North 14 degrees 36 minutes 42 seconds 

East a distance of 219.15 feet to the EAST-WEST 1/16 line of said NE ¼ to a point 

hereinafter designated as “POINT C”; thence South 14 degrees 36 minutes 42 seconds West a 

distance of 320.87 feet; thence South 3 degrees 32 minutes 35 seconds West a distance of 

136.07 feet; thence South 75 degrees 51 minutes 56 seconds East a distance of 158.72 feet; 

thence north 14 degrees 08 minutes 04 seconds East a distance of 236.47 feet to the POINT 



PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

435 

 

 

OF BEGINNING; thence North 75 degrees 51 minutes 56 seconds West a distance of 182.88 

feet to the above described “Point B”; thence North 14 degrees 36 minutes 42 seconds East a 

distance of 219.15 feet to the above designated “Point C”; thence South 89 degrees 28 minutes 

53 seconds East a distance of 186.29 feet to the point of intersection with a line that bears 

North 14 degrees 08 minutes 04 seconds East from the POINT OF BEGINNING; thence 

South 14 degrees 08 minutes 04 seconds West along said line a distance of 263.00 feet to the 

POINT OF BEGINNING. 

 

Parcel with College Sports Field 

That part of the south half of the Northeast Quarter of Section 18, Township 57 North, Range 

20 West of the Fourth Principal Meridian, described as follows:  Commencing at the northeast 

corner of said south half of the Northeast Quarter and assuming the east quarter corner of said 

section to bear South 0 degrees 01 minute 35 seconds West from said northeast corner; thence 

South 70 degrees 32 minutes 35 seconds West, 826.86 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING of 

the tract to be described; thence continue South 70 degrees 32 minutes 35 seconds West for a 

distance of 401.14 feet; thence South 4 degrees 32 minutes 35 seconds West, 258.04 feet; 

thence South 82 degrees 40 minutes 12 seconds East, 254.98 feet; thence North 9 degrees 53 

minutes 20 seconds West, 339.87 feet; thence North 77 degrees 48 minutes 21 seconds East, 

187.93 feet; thence North 22 degrees 42 minutes 23 seconds East, 52.96 feet to the POINT OF 

BEGINNING. 

 

Remnant Parcel Lying Westerly of Hockey Arena 

That part of the south half of the south half of the Northeast Quarter of Section 18, Township 

57 North, Range 20 West of the Fourth Principal Meridian, described as follows:  

Commencing at the northeast corner of said south half of the Northeast Quarter and assuming 

the east quarter corner of said Section to bear South 0 degrees 01 minute 35 seconds West 

from said Northeast corner; thence South 70 degrees 32 minutes 35 seconds West, 1228.00 

feet; thence South 4 degrees 32 minutes 35 seconds West, 270.00 feet; thence North 85 

degrees 27 minutes 25 seconds West, 1025.00 feet; thence North 3 degrees 32 minutes 35 

seconds East, 316.05 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING of the tract to be described; thence 

continue North 3 degrees 32 minutes 35 seconds East, 218.05 feet; thence South 14 degrees 

36 minutes 42 seconds West, 83.03 feet; thence South 10 degrees 14 minutes 00 seconds 

West, 89.59 feet; thence southeasterly along a non-tangential curve, concave to the northeast, 

central angle 42 degrees 32 minutes 01 second, radius 75.00 feet, chord bearing South 25 

degrees 27 minutes 29 seconds East, for an arc distance of 55.68 feet to the point of 

beginning.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board approves the transfer of $250,000 

of Economic Development funds, previously set aside for the Hibbing Motorplex project, to 

the City of Hibbing to continue this initiative.  Funding is available in Fund 178, Object 

311038 and will be transferred to Fund 178, Agency 178001, Object 695100 to facilitate this 

payment.  

Unanimously adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-705 

 

Upon motion by Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner Dahlberg, resolutions 

numbered 12-706 through 12-712 and 12-714 through 12-716, as submitted to this Board on a 

second consent agenda, were unanimously adopted as follows: 

 

BY COMMISSIONER SWEENEY: 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County through its Environmental Services Department has 

jurisdictional authority for those portions of the County not included in the Western Lake 

Superior Sanitary District (WLSSD); and 

WHEREAS, the County Solid Waste Ordinance (Ordinance 45) identifies a service area as “a 

geographical area within the County, established by resolution of the County Board, to receive 
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Solid Waste Management services”; and 

 WHEREAS, the county has established a South Solid Waste Service Area as a discrete area 

to receive solid waste services within the county; and  

WHEREAS, the county has established hauler collected and line item service fees in the South 

Solid Waste Service Area to pay for the costs of providing solid waste services within that 

area; and 

WHEREAS, the county determined that it is most efficient and effective for theWLSSD to 

provide certain solid waste services to residents within the South Solid Waste Service Area. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes a five 

(5) year extension of the Agreement with the WLSSD under which the county will provide the 

WLSSD with 75% of the solid waste fee funding raised within the county’s South Service 

Area, and WLSSD will provide residents and businesses within the South Solid Waste Service 

Area with recycling, waste reduction, education, household hazardous waste, appliance, 

battery, tire, used oil, construction and demolition waste, and solid waste management 

services, expiring December 31, 2017. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that Environmental Services will provide the WLSSD with the 

appropriate level of SCORE funding received from the State of Minnesota for the South Solid 

Waste Service Area to be paid from Environmental Services Enterprise Fund 600, Agency 

600001. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-706 

 

WHEREAS, American Bank of the North has requested a non-exclusive road easement across 

state tax forfeited land to access private land; and 

WHEREAS, there are no reasonable alternatives to obtain access to the property; and 

WHEREAS, exercising the easement will not cause significant adverse environmental or 

natural resource management impacts and will not conflict with public use of the land; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4(a) allows for the granting of easements across state 

tax forfeited land for such purposes.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Auditor, pursuant to 

Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4(a) is authorized to grant a non-exclusive easement across state 

tax forfeited land to American Bank of the North described as follows: 

A 66.00-foot wide easement for ingress and egress across the Southwest Quarter of the 

Northwest Quarter of Section 22, Township 62 North, Range 14 West of the Fourth Principal 

Meridian, St. Louis County, Minnesota, the centerline of which is described as follows:  

Assuming the West line of the Northwest Quarter of Section 22, to bear North 07° 23' 34" 

West and from the West Quarter corner of Section 22, run North 07° 23' 34" West along said 

West line, a distance of 575.56 feet to the intersection of the centerline of the existing "Six 

Mile Road" and the West line of the Northwest Quarter of Section 22, said point of 

intersection being the POINT OF BEGINNING of the centerline to be described; thence South 

78° 57' 58" East, a distance of 33.63 feet; thence South 72° 58' 29" East, a distance of 62.09 

feet; thence South 64° 53' 28" East, a distance of 123.17 feet; thence South 57° 52' 03" East, a 

distance of 46.59 feet; thence South 47° 26' 43" East, a distance of 169.65 feet to the 

centerline of the "Trygg Road" and there terminate. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the granting of this easement is conditioned upon payment of 

$1,250 land use fee, $50 administration fee and $46 recording fee; for a total of $1,346, to be 

deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund).    

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-707 

 

WHEREAS, Potlatch Minnesota Timberlands (Potlatch) has requested a non-exclusive road 

easement across state tax forfeited land to access private land; and 

WHEREAS, there are no reasonable alternatives to obtain access to the property; and 

WHEREAS, exercising the easement will not cause significant adverse environmental or 

natural resource management impacts and will not conflict with public use of the land; and 
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WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4(a) allows for the granting of easements across state 

tax forfeited land for such purposes.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Auditor, pursuant to 

Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 4(a) is authorized to grant a non-exclusive easement across state 

tax forfeited land to Potlatch described as follows: 

A 40.00-foot wide easement for ingress and egress over and across part of the Southwest 

Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 26, Township 66 North, Range 20 West of the 

Fourth Principal Meridian, St. Louis County, Minnesota, the centerline of which is described 

as follows: 

Assuming the West line of the Northwest Quarter of Section 26, Township 66 North, Range 

20 West of the Fourth Principal Meridian, St. Louis County, Minnesota to bear North 

00°14'34" West and from the Northwest Corner of said Section 26 run South 33° 05' 05" East, 

a distance of 4921.65 feet to the intersection of the centerline of a drive as it exists on 

November 23, 2011, and the assumed West line of the Southwest Quarter of the Southeast 

Quarter of said Section 26, said point of intersection being the POINT OF BEGINNING of the 

centerline to be described; thence South 55°45'04" East, a distance of 90.31 feet; thence South 

62°07'55" East, a distance of 78.18 feet; thence South 68°33'36" East, a distance of 76.45 feet; 

thence South 78°17'51" East, a distance of 103.04 feet; thence South 85°46'33" East, a 

distance of 82.52 feet; thence North 89°56'04" East, a distance of 71.62 feet; thence North 

75°28'54" East, a distance of 78.19 feet; thence North 71°00'05" East, a distance of 80.62 feet; 

thence North 64°14'09" East, a distance of 88.51 feet; thence North 61°00'46" East, a distance 

of 112.71 feet to the North line of the Southwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 

26 and there terminate. 

 

A 40.00-foot wide easement for ingress and egress over and across part of Sections 24 and 25, 

Township 66 North, Range 20 West of the Fourth Principal Meridian, St. Louis County, 

Minnesota, the centerline of which is described as follows: 

Assuming the West line of the Northwest Quarter of Section 26, Township 66 North, Range 

20 West of the Fourth Principal Meridian, St. Louis County, Minnesota to bear North 

00°14'34" West and from the Northwest Corner of said Section 26 run North 65°34'27" East, a 

distance of 11,379.13 feet to the intersection of the centerline of a drive as it exists on 

November 23, 2011, and the North line of Government Lot 1 of said Section 24, said point of 

intersection being the POINT OF BEGINNING of the centerline to be described. 

 

Thence South 01°32'13" East a distance of 16.37 feet; thence South 25°33'06" West a distance 

of 34.4 feet; thence South 43°22'57" West a distance of 165.59 feet; thence South 17°14'34" 

West a distance of 136.45 feet; thence South 10°46'40" West a distance of 77.14 feet; thence 

South 34°20'44" West a distance of 164.01 feet; thence South 21°38'06" West a distance of 

89.82 feet; thence South 04°29'54" West a distance of 162.38 feet; thence South 24°12'47" 

West a distance of 78.85 feet; thence South 34°37'07" West a distance of 124.76 feet; thence 

South 12°28'32" West a distance of 504.81 feet; thence South 03°52'28" East a distance of 

115.40 feet; thence South 18°26'45" East a distance of 232.56 feet; thence South 30°07'20" 

East a distance of 213.72 feet; thence South 05°43'03" West a distance of 126.53 feet; thence 

South 22°29'36" West a distance of 60.57 feet; thence South 35°37'45" West a distance of 

163.62 feet; thence South 17°29'11" West a distance of 117.66 feet; thence South 43°32'36" 

West a distance of 237.01 feet; thence South 41°50'54" West a distance of 87.82 feet; thence 

South 70°36'06" West a distance of 60.86 feet; thence North 89°30'42" West a distance of 

229.55 feet; thence South 81°06'05" West a distance of 99.99 feet; thence South 74°16'44" 

West a distance of 491.80 feet; thence South 83°38'42" West a distance of 110.71 feet; thence 

South 70°17'15" West a distance of 108.34 feet; thence South 52°28'45" West a distance of 

117.11 feet; thence South 63°39'57" West a distance of 134.59 feet; thence South 76°27'57" 

West a distance of 106.43 feet; thence South 84°19'00" West a distance of 55.06 feet; thence 

South 66°45'00" West a distance of 44.27 feet; thence South 42°41'33" West a distance of 
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36.01 feet; thence South 19°14'38" West a distance of 29.44 feet; thence South 01°44'05" 

West a distance of 74.37 feet; thence South 14°04'24" East a distance of 128.73 feet; thence 

South 04°29'36" East a distance of 54.88 feet; thence South 35°19'33" West a distance of 

73.84 feet; thence South 06°52'10" West a distance of 141.84 feet; thence South 05°08'23" 

East a distance of 172.98 feet; thence South 18°36'06" West a distance of 189.29 feet; thence 

South 30°11'40" West a distance of 251.19 feet; thence South 35°24'54" West a distance of 

280.06 feet; thence South 04°21'05" East a distance of 274.00 feet; thence South 12°07'30" 

East a distance of 51.41 feet; thence South 29°08'19" East a distance of 198.10 feet; thence 

South 22°23'49" East a distance of 37.77; feet thence South 10°36'19" East a distance of 

196.78 feet; thence South 04°59'27" West a distance of 120.10 feet; thence South 17°06'47" 

West a distance of 434.46 feet; thence South 28°36'16" West a distance of 132.80 feet; thence 

South 41°34'00" West a distance of 179.12 feet; thence South 23°54'48" West a distance of 

362.91 feet; thence South 51°44'05" West a distance of 60.34 feet; thence South 61°59'50" 

West a distance of 66.10 feet; thence South 75°14'34" West a distance of 61.53 feet; thence 

North 86°11'26" West a distance of 334.32 feet; thence South 67°30'13" West a distance of 

62.85 feet; thence South 49°20'14" West a distance of 176.75 feet; thence South 54°51'53" 

West a distance of 279.44 feet; thence South 42°12'13" West a distance of 205.15 feet; thence 

South 72°52'07" West a distance of 258.80 feet; thence South 49°10'55" West a distance of 

111.70 feet; thence South 79°42'18" West a distance of 95.68 feet; thence South 50°44'42" 

West a distance of 92.04 feet; thence South 59°49'15" West a distance of 53.95 feet; thence 

South 43°46'27" West a distance of 64.53 feet; thence South 19°58'25" West a distance of 

84.62 feet; thence South 11°08'32" West a distance of 143.45 feet; thence South 01°03'37" 

West a distance of 131.70 feet; thence South 42°52'38" West a distance of 34.40 feet; thence 

South 64°03'56" West a distance of 54.72 feet; thence South 76°11'32" West a distance of 

95.26 feet; thence South 57°37'27" West a distance of 121.04 feet; thence South 18°25'39" 

West a distance of 92.14 feet; to the assumed South line of the Southwest Quarter of the 

Northwest Quarter of Section 25 and there terminate. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the granting of this easement is conditioned upon payment of 

$6,520 land use fee, $100 administration fee and $46 recording fee; for a total of $6,666, to be 

deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund).    

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-708 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Laws of Minnesota 2011, Chapter 3, Section 30, St. Louis County 

may sell by private sale the following described state tax forfeited parcel:  

The North 60.00 feet of the East 289.79 feet of the Southeast Quarter of the Southwest 

Quarter of Section 20, Township 58 North, Range 15 West 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the sale 

of state tax forfeited land described above to Larry Spielman for the appraised value of $1,400, 

appraisal fee of $500, survey costs of $4,478.51, 3% assurance fee of $42, deed fee of $25, 

deed tax of $4.62, and recording fee of $46; for a total of $6,496.13, to be deposited into Fund 

240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-709 

 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota State Legislature funded the County Veterans Service Office 

Community Outreach Grant allowing the Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs (MDVA) 

to open a grant process for County Veteran Service Offices to put forth proposals for grants to 

provide community outreach services to Minnesota veterans; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Veterans Service Officer prepared a grant application for 

$2,298.00 for community outreach to be used within a seven month period. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 

appropriate county officials to execute the grant agreement and documents with the Minnesota 

Department of Veterans Affairs County Veterans Service Officer Community Outreach Grant 

in the amount of $2,298.00 for outreach, as defined in Minn. Stat. § 197.608, to all eligible 
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veterans regarding the availability of benefits they have earned and especially those relating to 

posttraumatic stress disorder for all veterans, including World War II, Korean War, and 

Vietnam War era veterans, and should not be used to supplant or replace other funding.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Veterans Service Office 2012 budget is 

amended to include receipt of $2,298.00 from the MDVA, with funds deposited into Fund 

100, Agency 124999, Grant 12404, and Year 2012. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that County Board Resolution No. 12-576 is hereby rescinded. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-710 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County requires the services of a consultant to assist with federal 

legislative and administrative matters; and 

WHEREAS, Lockridge, Grindal & Nauen has demonstrated professional expertise and 

knowledge of federal legislation and administrative activities; and 

WHEREAS, the contractor desires and is capable of providing federal legislative consultant 

services to St. Louis County during 2013. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes an 

agreement with Lockridge, Grindal & Nauen in 2013, upon approval of the County Attorney, 

for an amount not to exceed $62,000, payable from Fund 100, Agency 105001, Object 

629900. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-711 

 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Public Health and Human Services (PHHS) Advisory 

Committee was established to make recommendations relative to the public health and human 

services needs of St. Louis County communities; and 

WHEREAS, members of the PHHS Advisory Committee are appointed by the St. Louis 

County Board to serve three-year staggered terms of membership. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board reappoints the 

following four citizens as members of the St. Louis County Public Health and Human Services 

Advisory Committee to serve additional three-year terms expiring December 31, 2014: 

  Member Name  Commissioner District  

  Shari Flesness             #2  

  Sarah Priest    #3  

  Cindy Lustig    #4  

  Tina Welsh        At Large  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the County Auditor to 

advertise county wide for applicants to the Public Health and Human Services Advisory Board 

in order to maintain a current and active list of potential appointees, with the specific intent of 

filling one vacancy in each of District 4, District 5, District 6, and At Large, with a closing 

date of January 25, 2013, according to the Committee Appointment Policy. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that all current appointments and vacancies that are scheduled to 

end on January 1 of the new year be changed to December 31 of the prior year in order to be 

consistent with other Board appointed committees.  

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-712 

 

RESOLVED, that the 2012/2013 Deputy Sheriff’s Unit contract is approved and the 

appropriate county officials are authorized to execute the Bargaining Unit Agreement, a copy 

of which is on file in County Board File No. 59561.  

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-714 

 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development requires 

the county to conduct a public hearing prior to approval of a Minnesota Investment Fund 

Disaster Recovery Financing Application; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has submitted a $170,000 application for Lake States Insulation 
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for $150,000 located in Proctor, Minnesota, the Retreat Golf Course for $15,000 located in 

Floodwood, Minnesota, and $5,000 in administrative costs. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board will hold a public 

hearing on Tuesday, January 15, 2013, at 9:45 a.m., at the St. Louis County Courthouse in 

Duluth, Minnesota, for the purpose of receiving citizen comments on the Minnesota 

Investment Fund Disaster Recovery Financing Application. 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-715 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Minn. Stat. Chap. 273, St. Louis County, through the County 

Assessor, is generally charged with assessing all real property in the county for real estate tax 

purposes, except as otherwise provided; and 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County and the City of Duluth have determined it is mutually beneficial 

to both parties and to the taxpayers within Duluth and the county to combine the assessment 

functions of the city and the county, and to have these functions performed by the County 

Assessor’s Office; and 

WHEREAS, on December 11, 2012, the St. Louis County Board adopted Resolution No. 12-

655 authorizing a Joint Powers Agreement with the City of Duluth for the purpose of 

providing real property assessment services for the year beginning January 1, 2013; and 

WHEREAS, current City of Duluth Assessor employees will be merged into the County 

Assessor’s Office. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board directs the 

appropriate county officials to enter into effects bargaining being requested on behalf of City 

of Duluth Assessor employees to ensure a smooth and equitable transition to county employee 

status. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that upon ratification by the bargaining unit, the appropriate county 

officials are authorized to execute said agreement with an effective date of January 1, 2013.  

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-716 

 

BY COMMISSIONER NELSON: 

WHEREAS, the 2012 Minnesota Legislature passed into law S.F. 1750, which contains 

provisions for allowing a Federal/State Land Exchange to go forward, freeing isolated state 

and local lands unintentionally controlled by the federal government  within the Boundary 

Waters Canoe Area Wilderness (BWCAW); and 

WHEREAS, 86,000 acres of these captive lands are State School Trust Fund Lands with the 

Minnesota State Constitution stipulating that these lands earn maximum income for the State 

School Trust; and 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources estimates that $750,000 in new 

School Trust Fund revenues will be generated annually from these new Trust Fund lands 

compared with “zero” dollars with them currently located within the BWCAW; and 

WHEREAS, the 1964 Federal Wilderness Act specifically mandated that the State of 

Minnesota and Federal Government exchange out the remaining state lands within the 

BWCAW with other federal lands located in the Superior National Forest; and 

WHEREAS, the Congressional Budget Office has estimated that together, the three counties 

of Cook, Lake and St. Louis would realize an extra $1 million in annual federal Thye-Blatnik 

payments from this land exchange, providing badly needed property tax relief to residents; and 

WHEREAS, the 2012 Legislature passed the BWCAW Land Exchange Law with bipartisan, 

super-majorities in each body (Senate: 52-11, House: 95-33) and Governor Dayton signed the 

legislation into law (Laws of Minnesota Chapter 236). 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board urges Congress 

and especially the Minnesota Congressional Delegation to take immediate action and pass into 

law the provisions of the BWCAW Land Exchange contained in Laws of Minnesota, 2012, 

Chapter 236, and that all current law provisions pertaining to the 1948 Thye-Blatnik Act be 

fully honored and protected. 



PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

441 

 

 

Yeas – Commissioners Dahlberg, Forsman, Sweeney, Raukar, and Chair Nelson – 5 

Nays – Commissioner Jewell – 1 

Absent – Commissioner O’Neil – 1 

Adopted December 18, 2012. No. 12-713 

 

At 1:39 p.m., December 18, 2012, Commissioner Sweeney, supported by Commissioner 

Dahlberg, moved to adjourn; six yeas, zero nays. 

 

Keith Nelson, Chair of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

Donald Dicklich, County Auditor 

and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners 

 

(Seal of the County Auditor)  
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