
 
                           COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AGENDA 
                 Board of Commissioners, St. Louis County, Minnesota 
 
                                                 November 1, 2011 
       Immediately following the Board Meeting, which begins at 9:30 A.M. 
Commissioners= Conference Room, St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN 

___________________________________________________________________________________  
CONSENT AGENDA: 
All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and/or non-controversial and will be 
enacted by one unanimous motion.  If a commissioner requests, or a citizen wishes to speak on an item on 
the consent agenda, it will be removed and handled separately. 
 
Minutes of October 25, 2011 
 
Environment & Natural Resources Committee – Commissioner Jewell, Chair 
 1. Request for Free Conveyance of State Tax Forfeited Land to the City of Duluth  [11-412] 
 2. Cancellation of Contract for Purchase of State Tax Forfeited Land – Ronchetti  [11-413] 
 3. State Tax Forfeited Surface Lease Agreement with Mining Resources, LLC (Balkan Township) 

[11-414] 
 
Finance & Budget Committee – Commissioner Nelson, Chair 
 4. Lawful Gambling Application (Unorganized Township 60-18)  [11-415] 
 
Central Management & Inter-Governmental Committee – Commissioner Raukar, Chair 
 5. Consolidation of Communications Center “Effects Bargaining” Agreement  [11-416] 
  
Public Safety & Corrections Committee – Commissioner Sweeney, Chair 
 6. Application and Acceptance of the 2012 Boundary Waters Drug Task Force Grant  [11-417] 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
REGULAR AGENDA: 
For items on the Regular Agenda, citizens will be allowed to address the Board at the time a motion is on 
the floor. 
 
Central Management & Inter-Governmental Committee – Commissioner Raukar, Chair 
1.  Appointments to the Community Development Block Grant Citizen Advisory Committee  

[11-418] 
Resolution to appoint two individuals to the Community Development Block Grant Citizen 
Advisory Committee. 

2. Citizen Appointments to the St. Louis County Planning Commission  [11-419] 
 Resolution to re-appoint two individuals to the St. Louis County Planning Commission. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION ITEMS AND REPORTS: 
At this time, Commissioners may introduce items for discussion or report on past and future activities. 
 



 
 
 
ADJOURNED: 
 
 
NEXT COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING DATES: 
November 8, 2011 Commissioners’ Conference Room, Courthouse, Duluth, MN 
November 22, 2011 Hibbing City Council Chambers, Hibbing, MN 
December 13, 2011 Commissioners’ Conference Room, Courthouse, Duluth, MN 
 
 
BARRIER FREE:  All St. Louis County Board meetings are accessible to the handicapped.  Attempts 
will be made to accommodate any other individual needs for special services.  Please contact St. Louis 
County Property Management (218-725-5085) early so necessary arrangements can be made.   



  

   COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
ST. LOUIS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Tuesday, October 25, 2011 
 

Location: McDavitt Town Hall, Zim, MN 
 
Present: Commissioners O’Neil, Dahlberg, Forsman, Sweeney, Nelson and Raukar 
 
Absent: Commissioner Jewell 
 
Convened: Chair O’Neil called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Sweeney/Dahlberg moved to approve the consent agenda. Commissioner Raukar requested separate 
consideration for the lease agreement with Mining Resources, LLC. Commissioner Forsman requested 
separate consideration for the purchase of automated vehicle location/global position equipment. 
Commissioner Nelson requested separate consideration for the agreement with ISD 2142 for advance 
warning signs. The remainder of the consent agenda passed. (6-0) 
 
-Minutes of October 11, 2011 
-State Tax Forfeited Land Lease Agreement – City of Hibbing  
-Direction to Pursue the Sale of Tax Forfeited Shoreland Lease Lots 
-Repurchase of State Tax Forfeited Land – Beneficial Loan and Thrift Co.  
-Agreement with MnDOT and DMIR for Railroad Crossing Improvements on CR 874 (Grand Lake 
Township) 
-Agreement with MnDOT and DMIR for Railroad Crossing Improvements on CR 452 (Clinton 
Township) 
-Abatement List for Board Approval 
-Lawful Gambling Application (Greenwood Township) 
-Sale of Markham Public Works Garage (Colvin Township) 
-Acceptance of the 2008 Port Security Grant Program Contract Extension 
-Joint Powers Agreement with the State of Minnesota for Use of the Criminal Justice Data 
Communications Network 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
REGULAR AGENDA 

 
Dahlberg/Sweeney moved to approve the 2012-2013 VCA/MFIP Biennial Service Agreements. Public 
Health and Human Service (PHHS) Deputy Director Shelley Saukko said this is a two-year agreement 
for the Vulnerable Children and Adults Act (VCA) and Minnesota Family Investment Program 
(MFIP). Deputy Director Saukko said PHHS solicited public input and advertised the public meetings 
in four newspapers throughout the county. Commissioner Sweeney referred to the performance 
measures on page five, noting how well the county is doing in most areas yet there is room for 
improvement in the area of health examinations. After further discussion, the motion passed. (5-0-1 
abstention, Commissioner O’Neil). 
 
Forsman/Sweeney moved to approve a bid for the roof replacement project at the St. Louis County 
Heritage and Arts Center (Depot) to Ray Riihiluoma, Inc., Cloquet, MN, in the amount of 
$1,269,100.00. Administrator Kevin Gray said there is a mix of funding sources including federal, 
state and county funds. After further discussion, the motion passed. (6-0) 



  

 
Nelson/Forsman moved to approve without recommendation the purchase of Automated Vehicle 
Location/Global Position System Equipment. Commissioner Forsman said this item was pulled to 
recognize the cost savings of this purchase, as well as efficiencies and improved safety. Administrator 
Gray said this system will track vehicles and determine salt and sand usage. Administrator Gray said 
the purchase is from Precise Mobile Management Resources, Burnsville, MN, in the amount of 
$127,730 plus Minnesota sale tax of $8,781.44, for a total of $136,511.44. Commissioner Nelson said 
this is a win-win project and not only saves money, but also saves the environment. Commissioner 
Nelson noted this is a result of the leadership and vision of Public Works Director Jim Foldesi and 
recommended a recognition at the next board meeting.  (6-0)  
 
Nelson/Forsman moved to approve an agreement with ISD No. 2142 for advance warning signs on 
CSAH 47, New Independence Township. Commissioner Nelson said this is a great example of 
cooperation with other jurisdictions and recognized the good work of Vick Lund with the Public 
Works Department. (6-0) 
 
Nelson/O’Neil moved to approve the 2012 employee and retiree health and dental plan rates, and the 
2012 alternative Medicare supplement rates for Group Senior Gold/MedicareBlue RX coverage. 
Employee Relations Director Jim Gottschald said St. Louis County is self-insured which means we are 
responsible for paying claims. Director Gottschald said there is a zero percent increase for both health 
and dental premiums, noting it has been ten years since the county has seen a flat renewal rate. In 
response to commissioner questions, Director Gottschald said premiums are based on plan design and 
it is less expensive to be a self-insured plan, noting if premiums are over the estimated benefit, the 
funds go back to the county’s dedicated health fund. After further discussion, the motion passed. (6-0) 
 
Sweeney/Raukar moved to approve entering into a state tax forfeited land lease agreement with Mining 
Resources, LLC for a scram mining processing plant in Balkan South Township. Commissioner 
Sweeney said this project will reclaim 1 million metric tons of iron ore concentrate from 2.5 million 
metric tons of tailings each year. Administrator Gray said Mining Resources LLC is a partnership with 
Steel Dynamics, whose parent company is Mesabi Nugget, and Magnetation.  Administrator Gray said 
there is some urgency as the county only recently found out about this and will ask the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to let us know about this type of request sooner. 
Commissioner Nelson said he does not believe he has a financial conflict, but said he has a fuel 
contract with a major subcontractor for all these projects, and wanted to disclose this to the board and 
public. Commissioner Forsman said his nephew was hired by Steel Dynamics as an engineer, and will 
start in January. Land Commissioner Bob Krepps said there will be two leases, the first lease is for the 
physical plant location and the second lease will cover the broader area, adding it is a very complex 
matter. In response to a question from Commissioner O’Neil, Land Commissioner Krepps said state 
statute only allows the county to lease the land in an amount up to $12,000 annually, noting if the 
amount is more it has to go out for public bid. Commissioner Raukar brought forth concerns including 
stewardship of the land, road weight restrictions and possible undue wear on roads, and displacement 
of the Mesabi Trail. Commissioner Raukar said he would like assurances that the Mesabi Trail will be 
repaired and available for snowmobilers this winter and bicyclists next spring. Mr. Derek Ham, 
representative from Mining Resources LLC, said they have addressed truck weight restrictions and will 
use Highway 5 to access the site. Mr. Ham said they have a final plan for relocating the Mesabi Trail, 
which includes paving the trail, adding they plan to start in the next few weeks.  
 
The board recessed from 11:15 a.m. to 11:23 a.m. 
 
 



  

Mr. Ham said the length of the project is typically five years, noting they have identified 10-20 years 
of material to process. They are focusing and getting phase one started and anticipate employing 60 
people.  Commissioner Nelson said they will use side dumps rather than belly dumps, which will take 
care of 80% to 90% of the road wear concerns. Land Commissioner Krepps reminded the board that 
this action only authorizes drafting a lease agreement and he will insure the board’s concerns are 
addressed. After further discussion, the motion passed. (6-0) 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________  

COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
Commissioner Sweeney said 2nd Avenue West and 4th Avenue West in Duluth recently had de-icing 
sensors and spigots installed, which will automatically spray those avenues with de-icing material 
during potentially hazardous conditions. Commissioner Sweeney said this automated system will help 
make the roads safer, and save time and money.  
 
Commissioner Nelson noted several development projects in the Iron Range. On Monday October 31, 
2011, there will a ground breaking for the P & H MinePro plant in north Virginia that will bring 
approximately 60 manufacturing and engineering jobs to the area. Another project is the reopening of 
the Essar Steel plant, which will bring 25 jobs to the area. And today is the historic ground breaking 
for the Virginia Courthouse remodel which will take place at 2:30 p.m. Commissioner Nelson said the 
county has played a role in each of these job creating projects. 
 
Commissioner O’Neil attended a meeting organized by Senator Al Franken on financing options for 
retrofitting municipal, university, school and hospital buildings. The message is about saving energy 
and putting people to work. Commissioner O’Neil said there will be more information to follow on this 
important topic.    
 
At 11:58 a.m., Sweeney/Forsman moved to adjourn the committee of the whole meeting. (6-0) 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Steve O’Neil, Chair of the County Board 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Patricia Stolee, Clerk of the County Board 



BOARD LETTER NO. 11 - 412 
 

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CONSENT NO. 1 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO. 

 
DATE: November 1, 2011   RE: Request for Free Conveyance  

of State Tax Forfeited Land to 
the City of Duluth 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
County Administrator 
 
Robert Krepps 
Land Commissioner 

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Performing public services.  
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize a free conveyance of state tax 
forfeited property to the City of Duluth for park, trail and utilities. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
In August, 1980, the subject parcel was free conveyed to the City of Duluth “exclusively 
for park and recreation area uses”. As part of the Riverside improvement project, utilities 
will be run through this parcel, so it needed to be reconveyed back to the State of 
Minnesota. The City of Duluth is now asking to have the parcel free conveyed for park, 
trail AND utility purposes. This parcel must continue to be used for all the uses to 
remain under a conditional use deed. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board grant a free conveyance to the City 
of Duluth upon payment of the following fees: $250 administrative fee, $250 Department 
of Revenue fee, $1.65 deed tax, $25 deed fee and $46 recording fee; for a total of 
$572.65, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 
 



Request for Free Conveyance of State Tax Forfeited Land to the City of Duluth 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER _________________________________________________  
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 282.01a, Subd. 1, upon recommendation 
of the County Board, the Commissioner of Revenue may convey state tax forfeited land 
to another governmental subdivision for an authorized public use; and  

 
WHEREAS, the City of Duluth has requested a free conveyance of state tax 

forfeited land for park, trail, and utility purposes, legally described as: 
 
Outlot 4 
Riverside Duluth     
Parcel Code: 010-3970-02090 
0.5 Acres 
LDKEY: 71475 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board 

recommends that the Commissioner of Revenue convey the above described state tax 
forfeited land to the City of Duluth for the authorized public use, upon payment of $250 
administrative fee, $250 Department of Revenue fee, $25 deed fee, $1.65 deed tax, and 
$46 recording fee; for a total of $572.65, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax 
Fund). 
 
 



City of Duluth-Riverside Addition  Twp 49N Rge 15 W Sec 23

Legal:  Outlot 4, Riverside Duluth
City:  Duluth
Sec 23 , Twp 49 Rng 15
Parcel Code: 10-3970-2090
0.5  Acres
LDKEY:   71475 
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BOARD LETTER NO. 11 - 413 
 

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE  
CONSENT NO. 2 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.  

 
DATE: November 1, 2011   RE: Cancellation of Contract for 

Purchase of State Tax 
Forfeited Land – Ronchetti 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
County Administrator 

 
Robert Krepps 
Land Commissioner 

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Performing public services; financial return to the county and taxing districts. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to cancel a contract for purchase of state tax 
forfeited land. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The County Auditor has attached information in reference to a state tax forfeited land 
contract which has been entered into under the provisions of Minn. Stat. Chapter 282.  
The purchase agreement has defaulted due to the purchaser’s failure to provide proof of 
insurance. The purchaser, Timothy Ronchetti of Hibbing, MN, has been served with 
Notice of Cancellation of Contract by civil process, but has failed to cure the default. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve cancellation of this contract 
and authorize the disposal of abandoned personal property that may remain on the site.  
 



Timothy Ronchetti, Hibbing, MN 
Legal Description CITY OF HIBBING 

LOTS 1 AND 2, BLOCK 1 
BROOKLYN C OF HIBBING       
Parcel Code: 140-0050-00010 
C22100080                             

Purchase Price $12,800.00 
Principal Amount Remaining $11,520.00 
Date of Last Payment 10/15/2010 
Installment Payments Not Made $0.00 
Subsequent Del Taxes and Fees $136.13 
Amount Needed to Cure Default $136.13  
Insurance Failure to provide insurance 

 



Cancellation of Contract for Purchase of State Tax Forfeited Land - Ronchetti 
 

 
BY COMMISSIONER ____________________________________________________ 
 
 

WHEREAS, the contract with Timothy Ronchetti of Hibbing, MN, for the purchase 
of state tax forfeited land is in default for failure to provide proof of insurance; and  
 

WHEREAS, the purchaser was properly served with Notice of Cancellation of 
Contract by civil process and has failed to cure the default for lands legally described 
as: 

CITY OF HIBBING 
LOTS 1 AND 2, BLOCK 1 
BROOKLYN C OF HIBBING 
Parcel Code: 140-0050-00010       
C22100080            

 
WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd, 2(d) and 504B.271 authorizes the 

County Auditor to dispose of abandoned personal property; and          
 

WHEREAS, the previous owner of the property will be notified by posting of 
property or by mail.       
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board 
approves the cancellation of contract for the purchase of state tax forfeited land 
described above, according to the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 5, and 
Minn. Stat. § 282.40, and according to the procedures of Minn. Stat. § 559.21. 

 
RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Auditor is authorized to dispose of 

abandoned personal property from the above described state tax forfeited property.  



City of  Hibbing          Sec: 7  Twp: 57  Rng: 20 

Legal :  CITY OF HIBBING 
LOTS 1 AND 2,  BLOCK 1
BROOKLYN C OF HIBBING      

Parcel Code : 140-0050-00010 

LDKEY :  62538
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BOARD LETTER NO. 11 - 414   
 

     ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 CONSENT NO. 3 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.   

 
 
DATE: November 1, 2011   RE: State Tax Forfeited Surface 

Lease Agreement with Mining 
Resources, LLC (Balkan 
Township) 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
County Administrator 

 
Robert Krepps 
Land Commissioner 
 
 

RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Providing raw material for local industry. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED:  
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize a lease agreement with Mining 
Resources, LLC for a scram mining project. 
 
BACKGROUND:   
Mining Resources, LLC wishes to develop a scram mining project in the Duncan, Niles, 
and Douglas tailings basins near Chisholm, MN. The project will reclaim approximately 
1 million metric tons of iron ore concentrate from 2.5 million metric tons of excavated 
tailings each year. The total production from the site will process 7.8 million metric tons 
of tailings resulting in approximately 2.5 million metric tons of concentrate. A temporary 
plant will be constructed onsite to process the tailings into higher grade concentrate 
suitable for supply to iron ore processors. Nearly all of the surface interest in the 750 
acre project area is state tax forfeited.  
 
Mining Resources, LLC is requesting to lease state tax forfeited land in Sections 26, 34, 
and 35, Balkan Township, for the purpose of constructing and operating an iron ore 
scram mine and processing plant that will include access roads, electrical transmission 
lines, and related facilities and equipment. A small percentage of the iron-bearing 
tailings in the tailings basins came from state tax forfeited mineral interests. Tax 
forfeited royalties generated from the Department of Natural Resources’ mining lease 
will be apportioned according to statute, with 20% going to the minerals management 
account and 80% apportioned to local government units in St. Louis County.  
 



Mining Resources, LLC will be subject to the terms and conditions contained within a 
lease agreement which will include provisions for complete removal of all facilities and 
equipment at lessee’s expense upon termination or expiration of the lease. 
 
Minnesota Statutes 282.04, Subd. 1(d) limits the consideration for a lease to $12,000 
per year unless it is first offered at public sale.  Due to the short amount of time 
available, the Land Commissioner recommends an annual lease fee not to exceed 
$12,000 for the surface lease of approximately 500 acres.  Further analysis of the 
requirements of the lease will provide a more accurate lease fee determination.    
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board authorize the County Auditor to 
enter into a surface lease agreement with Mining Resources, LLC for a scram mining 
project located on state tax forfeited land for an annual lease fee not to exceed $12,000 
to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 
 
 



State Tax Forfeited Surface Lease Agreement with Mining Resources, LLC 
(Balkan Township) 

 
 

BY COMMISSIONER____________________________________________________ 
 
 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes, Section 282.04, Subd. 1(d) authorizes the 
County Auditor, as directed by the County Board, to lease state tax forfeited land to 
individuals, corporations or organized subdivisions of the state for temporary uses at 
such prices and under such terms as the County Board may prescribe; and 
 

WHEREAS, Mining Resources, LLC wishes to develop a scram mining project in 
Sections 26, 34 and 35, Township 58 North, Range 20 West; and 
 

WHEREAS, Mining Resources, LLC is requesting to lease state tax forfeited land 
for the purpose of constructing and operating an iron ore scram mine that will include a 
processing plant, access roads, electrical transmission lines, and related facilities on 
property described as: 
 
1. UND 1/16 OF NW1/4 OF SW1/4 EX RY R/W 7. 60 AC AND EX HWY R/W, SEC 

26 (PARCEL 235-0010-03873) 
2. NW1/4 OF NW1/4 EX 12.61 AC E OF RY RT OF WAY & EX RY RT OF W 0.50 

AC, SURFACE ONLY, SEC 35 (PARCEL 141-0030-00460) 
3. PART OF NW 1/4 OF NW 1/4 BEG 75 FT S OF NE CORNER THENCE S 

ALONG E LINE TO A POINT 50 FT N OF SE CORNER THENCE W TO E LINE 
OF RY RT OF WAY THENCE N ALONG SAID E LINE OF RY RT OF WAY TO A 
POINT 75 FT S OF NW COR THENCE E TO POINT OF BEG SURFACE ONLY, 
SEC 35 (PARCEL 141-0030-00465) 

4. NE 1/4 OF NE 1/4 NEVILLE MINE, SEC 34 (PARCEL 141-0030-00210) 
5. THAT PART OF SW 1/4 OF NW 1/4 EAST OF RY SURFACE ONLY, SEC 35 

(PARCEL 141-0030-00475) 
6. THAT PART OF NW 1/4 OF SW 1/4 LYING SW OF THE D M AND N RY AND 

ALSO NORTHWEST OF THE G N RY, SEC 35 (141-0030-00530) 
7. NW 1/4 OF SW 1/4 LYING NWLY OF D M AND N RY RT OF WAY EX PART 

LYING BETWEEN THE N LINE OF FORTY THE G N RY RT OF WAY THE D M 
AND I R RY RT OF WAY AND THE WILPEN ROAD AND EX RY RT OF WAY 
AND PART FOR ROAD, SEC 35 (PARCEL141-0030-00500) 

8. NE 1/4 OF SW 1/4, SEC 35 (PARCEL 141-0030-00490) 
9. SE 1/4 OF NW 1/4, SEC 35 (PARCEL 141-0030-00480) 
10. NE 1/4 OF NW 1/4 EX 7 60/100 AC ON NORTH SIDE AND EX 5 71/100 AC ON 

WEST SIDE SURFACE ONLY, SEC 35 (PARCEL 141-0030-00450) 
11. PART OF NE 1/4 OF NW 1/4 BEG 75 FT S OF NW CORNER THENCE SELY 

1045 FT THENCE SWLY TO A POINT ON THE WEST LINE OF SAID FORTY 
50 FT N OF SW CORNER THENCE N ALONG W LINE TO POINT OF 
BEGINNIN SURFACE ONLY, SEC 35 (PARCEL 141-0030-00453) 

12. PART OF NE 1/4 OF NW 1/4 BEG 1100 30/100 FT W OF NE CORNER 
THENCE 1025 30/100 FT ELY THENCE SLY 250 FT THENCE WLY 785 03/100 
FT THENCE NWLY 109 91/100 FT THENCE NWLY 167 74/100 FT THENCE 



NLY TO POINT OF BEGINNING SURFACE ONLY, SEC 35 (PARCEL 
141-0030-00451) 

13. PART OF NE 1/4 OF NW 1/4 BEG 75 FT W AND 250 FT S OF NE CORNER 
THENCE S 150 FT THENCE ELY 700 FT THENCE NWLY 163 52/100 FT 
THENCE ELY 785 03/100 FT TO POINT OF BEGINNING SURFACE ONLY, 
SEC 35 (PARCEL141-0030-00452) 

14. SE 1/4 OF SW 1/4, SEC 26 (PARCEL 235-0010-03885) 
15. SW 1/4 OF NE 1/4, SEC 35 (PARCEL 141-0030-00430)  
16. NW 1/4 OF SE 1/4, SEC 35 (PARCEL 141-0030-00630) 
17. NE 1/4 OF SE 1/4, SEC 35 (PARCEL 141-0030-00620) 
18. SE 1/4 OF NE 1/4, SEC 35 (PARCEL 141-0030-00440) 
19. NE 1/4 OF NE 1/4 SURFACE ONLY, SEC 35 (PARCEL 141-0030-00410) 

 
WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Land Department has reviewed the request 

and recommends an annual lease fee not to exceed $12,000 plus timber damages for 
the scram mining project area for a ten year term or until termination of operations; and  
   

WHEREAS, Mining Resources, LLC shall agree to the terms and conditions set 
forth in a lease agreement which will include complete removal of all mining facilities 
and equipment at lessee’s expense upon termination or expiration of the lease. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board 
authorizes the County Auditor to lease state tax forfeited land described above to 
Mining Resources, LLC for a scram mining project under the terms and conditions 
described within and more specifically set forth in the lease agreement at an annual fee 
not to exceed $12,000 to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 
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BOARD LETTER NO.  11 - 415  
 

 FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE CONSENT NO.  4    
  
 

  BOARD AGENDA NO.   
 
 

DATE: November 1, 2011   RE: Lawful Gambling Application 
(Unorganized Township 60-18) 

  
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Donald Dickliich 
  County Auditor 
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Provide mandated and discretionary licensing services in a timely manner. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to approve a lawful gambling application in 
Unorganized Township 60-18. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The following Lawful Gambling Application has been reviewed by the members of the 
Liquor Licensing Committee and is recommended for approval. 

 
Cook Timberwolves Snowmobile Club to operate out of The Oasis, 
Unorganized Township 60-18, 7539 Peel Road, Britt, MN  55710, new. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve the above Lawful Gambling 
application. 



Lawful Gambling Application  
(Unorganized Township 60-18) 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER __________________________________________________  
                                                           
  
 RESOLVED, that pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 349.213, Subd. 2, the St. Louis 
County Board approves the following Lawful Gambling License Application (Pull-tabs) 
on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County Board File No. 59219, for 
the following organization: 
 

Cook Timberwolves Snowmobile Club to operate out of The Oasis, 
Unorganized Township 60-18, 7539 Peel Road, Britt, MN  55710, new. 



 
 

BOARD LETTER NO.  11 - 416 
 

   CENTRAL MANAGEMENT & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
 COMMITTEE CONSENT NO. 5   
 
  
  BOARD AGENDA NO.   
 
 
DATE: November 1, 2011   RE: Consolidation of 

Communications Center 
“Effects Bargaining”    
Agreement 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
County Administrator 
 
Ross Litman 
Sheriff 
 
James R. Gottschald 
Employee Relations Director 

 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
To assist the county to meet and negotiate with employees in appropriate bargaining 
units and reduce the negotiations to a written agreement.     
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize execution of the “effects 
bargaining” agreement with the St. Louis County Association representing the Civil 
Service Supervisory Bargaining Unit. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Sheriff’s Office has decided to consolidate the Virginia (Midway) and Duluth 911 
dispatch centers. In response to the decision to consolidate the 911 centers, the St. 
Louis County Association requested to engage in bargaining regarding the effects of the 
decision on bargaining unit members.  
 
County and Association representatives reached an agreement during the effects 
bargaining process. The agreement contains the following provisions: 
 

1. Members of the Civil Service Supervisory Bargaining Unit who are employed at 
the Midway and Duluth Communications Centers will be offered full-time 
employment at the consolidated Duluth center; 
 
 



2. St. Louis County will respond truthfully to information inquiries from 
Unemployment Compensation officials. For purposes of this agreement only, and 
without intent to create precedent, St. Louis County will not contest a claim by a 
Supervisory Bargaining Unit member employed at Midway that a change of work 
site location from Midway to Duluth is “good cause attributable to the Employer” 
for purposes of eligibility for unemployment compensation;  
 

3. A one-time lump sum severance payment in the gross amount of $1,000 will be 
provided to a Midway or Duluth Supervisory Bargaining Unit member who, not 
later than October 24, 2011, provides written notice of their irrevocable intent not 
to accept a position at the consolidated center; and 
 

4. An allowance of $29.50 per work day will be paid to Midway bargaining unit 
members for a period not to exceed 60 calendar days after being permanently 
scheduled to work at the consolidated center. Any Midway bargaining unit 
member who relocates their household to Duluth during the 60 calendar time 
frame must notify their supervisor of the effective date of the relocation. Eligibility 
for the allowance will end upon the effective the date of household relocation. 
 

The St. Louis County Association has accepted the terms of the “effects bargaining” 
agreement.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve the “effects bargaining” 
agreement with the St. Louis County Association and authorize the necessary county 
officials to execute a written agreement consistent with negotiations.   



Consolidation of Communications Center “Effects Bargaining” Agreement 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER___________________________________________ 
 
 

RESOLVED, that the “effects bargaining” agreement with the St. Louis County 
Association, representing the Civil Service Supervisory Bargaining Unit, is approved 
and the appropriate county officials are authorized to execute the agreement, a copy of 
which is on file in County Board File No. ______.  
 
 
 
 



BOARD LETTER NO. 11 – 417 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY & CORRECTIONS COMMITTEE  
CONSENT NO. 6 

 
BOARD AGENDA NO.  

 
   
DATE: November 1, 2011   RE: Application and Acceptance of 

the 2012 Boundary Waters 
Drug Task Force Grant 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Ross Litman 

Sheriff 
 

  
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
To enhance public safety. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to authorize application and acceptance of the 
2012 Boundary Waters Drug Task Force Grant on behalf of the Boundary Waters Drug 
Task Force.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Boundary Waters Drug Force, comprised of several governmental units within St. 
Louis County, is primarily funded by grants from the Minnesota Department of Public 
Safety, Office of Justice Programs.  The St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office is a 
partner/participant, and the county serves as fiscal agent for the task force.  There is no 
allocation of administration dollars available with this grant.         
 
The term of the grant is from January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012, with a 
possible one-year extension.  The grant, in the amount of $92,500, will be accounted for 
in Fund 100, Agency 129999, Grant 12901, Year 2012. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board authorize application and 
acceptance of the 2012 Boundary Waters Drug Task Force Grant. 



Application and Acceptance of the  
2012 Boundary Waters Drug Task Force Grant 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ___________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Sheriff's Office is a member of the Boundary 
Waters Drug Task Force, and the county serves as its fiscal agent; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Office of Justice 
Programs, is offering a 2012 Boundary Waters Drug Task Force grant in the amount of 
$92,500.    
  
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board 
authorizes application and acceptance of the 2012 Boundary Waters Drug Task Force 
Grant in the amount of $92,500, to be accounted for in Fund 100, Agency 129999, 
Grant 12901, Year 2012.   
 
 RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board authorizes the 
appropriate county officials to sign any associated contract documents.   
 
 







 BOARD LETTER NO. 11 - 418 
 
 CENTRAL MANAGEMENT & INTERGOVERNMENTAL  
 COMMITTEE NO. 1   
 
 BOARD AGENDA NO. 
 
DATE: November 1, 2011   RE: Appointments to the 

Community Development 
Block Grant  Citizen Advisory 
Committee 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Barbara Hayden, Director 
  Planning and Community Development 
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL:   
Assist communities in achieving housing, economic development and community 
development objectives.   
 
ACTION REQUESTED:   
The St. Louis County Board is requested to appoint two members to the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Citizen Advisory Committee to fill two vacancies.   
 
BACKGROUND:   
County Board Resolution 11-462, dated August 9, 2011, authorized the County Auditor 
to advertise and accept applications until October 1, 2011 for two vacancies on the 
CDBG Citizen Advisory Committee. One vacancy exists to represent the City of Virginia 
and one vacancy exists for an At-Large representative. Both vacancies are for three-
year terms, expiring April 30, 2014. 
 
Three individuals applied to serve on the committee: 

Laurence A. Cuffe, Virginia, MN, City of Virginia applicant. 
Rudy F. Semeja, Virginia, MN, City of Virginia applicant. 
Leone E. Snyder, Angora, MN, At-Large applicant. 

 
Applications and maps indicating location of existing members and applicants are 
attached. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended the St. Louis County Board appoint two individuals to the CDBG 
Citizen Advisory Committee. 



Appointments to the Community Development Block Grant 
Citizen Advisory Committee 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER_________________________________________________ 
 
 
 RESOLVED, the St. Louis County Board appoints the following two individuals to 
the Community Development Block Grant Citizen Advisory Committee with a term 
ending April 30, 2014: 
 
 ___________________ City of Virginia 
 
 ___________________ At-Large Representative 
 
 























 BOARD LETTER NO. 11 - 419 
 
 CENTRAL MANAGEMENT & INTERGOVERNMENTAL  
 COMMITTEE NO. 2   
 
 BOARD AGENDA NO. 
 
 
DATE:   November 1, 2011   RE: Citizen Appointments to the  
        St. Louis County Planning 

 Commission 
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
      County Administrator 
 
      Barbara Hayden, Director 
      Planning and Community Development 
  
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Administer county ordinances and state regulations pertaining to land use in the most 
effective and efficient manner.   
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to reappoint two existing members to the St. 
Louis County Planning Commission. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Planning and Community Development Department provides staff to the St. Louis 
County Planning Commission. This board currently has one individual whose first term 
expires December 31, 2011, and is eligible for reappointment: 
 Sonya Pineo 
 
There is one individual whose second term expires December 31, 2011, and is eligible 
for reappointment: 

William Thomas Coombe 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended the St. Louis County Board reappoint the individuals whose terms 
expire at the end of 2011 to another three year term on the St. Louis County Planning 
Commission. 



 Citizen Appointments to the St. Louis County Planning Commission 
 
 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board appoints citizens to serve on the St. 
Louis County Planning Commission; and 
  

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Planning Commission currently has two 
individuals whose terms expire December 31, 2011, and are eligible for reappointment. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board 
reappoints the following citizens to the St. Louis County Planning Commission with a 
term expiring December 31, 2014: 
 Sonya Pineo 
 William Thomas Coombe 
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1-  John K. Lukan
     6683 Schultz Lake Road
     Duluth, MN 55803
2-  William Thomas Coombe
     4213 Miller Trunk Rd.
     Eveleth, MN 55734
3-  Roger J. Skraba
     1033 East Harvey St
     Ely, MN 55731
4-  Don Nienas
     801 Third Avenue NW
     Chisholm, MN 55719
5-  Raymond J. Svatos
     8597 Kapla Lake Road
     Iron, MN 55751
6-  Jack Huhta
     5004 Pine Lane
     Gilbert, MN 55741
7-   Sonya Pineo
      3635 Fectos Rd
      Tower, MN 55790
8-   Darlene Saumer
      3322 Vermilion Trail
      Makinen, MN 55763
9-   Chris Dahlberg, County Commissioner
      100 N 5th Ave W
      Duluth, MN 55802
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