
 CONSENT AGENDA
 
 FOR THE MEETING 
 OF 
 ST. LOUIS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 October 11, 2011 
  
 County Board Room, Room No. 200, St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, Minnesota 
 
All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and/or noncontroversial 
and will be enacted by one unanimous motion.  If a commissioner requests, or a citizen wishes 
to speak on an item on the consent agenda, it will be removed and handled separately. 
 
RESOLUTIONS FOR APPROVAL: 
 
Minutes of September 27, 2011. 
 
Environment & Natural Resources Committee – Commissioner Jewell, Chair 
1. Application to repurchase state tax forfeited land by Wells Fargo Bank (mortgagee) of 

Minneapolis, Minnesota, upon total payment of $722.14, to be deposited into Fund 240 
(Forfeited Tax Fund.) 

 
2. Reinstatement of contract for repurchase of state tax forfeited land by Christine 

Schweiger of Duluth, Minnesota. 
 
3. Cancellation of contract for purchase of state tax forfeited land by Mindy McFarland of 

Hoyt Lakes, Minnesota, and authorize the County Auditor to dispose of abandoned 
personal property on the site. 

 
4. Appraisal report for sale of timber, numbered Tracts 1 through 20, as submitted by the 

Land Commissioner. 
 
Finance & Budget Committee – Commissioner Nelson, Chair 
5. Authorize an increase of $35,000 in the 2011 Land Atlas and Plat Book budget and 

further authorize an amended contract with North Point Geographic Solutions increasing 
the original contract by $13,000 for a total of $37,750 for professional services. 

 
6. Establish a public hearing for October 25, 2011, at 9:40 a.m. in the McDavitt Town Hall, 

Zim, Minnesota, to consider an off-sale intoxicating liquor license to Steven G. 
Swanstrom d/b/a Blue Max, Fredenberg Township. 

 
7. Application to sell/serve outside the designated serving area of the county liquor license  

for Ash-Ka-Nam Resort & Lodge, LLC d/b/a Ash-Ka-Nam, Unorganized Township 68-
19, for October 29 and 30, 2011. 

 
Central Management & Intergovernmental Committee – Commissioner Raukar, Chair 
8. Authorize the County Auditor to advertise and accept applications until November 30, 

2011, for one (1) vacant position on the St. Louis County Board of Adjustments. 
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9. Approve creation of the County Extension Administrator class as recommended by the 

Civil Service Commission. 
 
10. Approve the effects bargaining agreement with the American Federation of State, County 

and Municipal Employees Council (AFSCME) 5 regarding the consolidation of the 
Virginia (Midway) and Duluth 911 communication centers and authorize county officials 
to execute the agreement. 

 



Official Proceedings of the County Board 
of Commissioners 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ___________________________________________         
 
 
 RESOLVED, that the official proceedings of the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners 
for the meeting of September 27, 2011, are hereby approved. 
 



BOARD CONSENT AGENDA No. 1 
 
 

Repurchase of State Tax Forfeited Land - Wells Fargo Bank 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER: ____________________________________________ 

 
 
WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 282.241 provides that state tax forfeited land may be 

repurchased by the mortgagee subject to payment of delinquent taxes and 
assessments with penalties, costs, and interest; and 

 
WHEREAS, the applicant, Wells Fargo Bank (mortgagee) of Minneapolis, MN, has 

applied to repurchase state tax forfeited land described as: 
 
TOWN OF BALKAN 
S 400 FT OF E 300 FT OF SW 1/4 OF NW 1/4 
SEC 2 TWP 58 RGE 20 
Parcel Code:  235-0010-00232 

 
WHEREAS, the applicant was the mortgagee at the time of forfeiture and is eligible 

to repurchase the property; and 
 
WHEREAS, approving the repurchase will correct undue hardship and promote the 

use of lands that will best serve the public interest. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves 

the repurchase application by Wells Fargo Bank (mortgagee) of Minneapolis, MN on file 
in County Board File No. ______, subject to payments including total taxes and 
assessments of $535.37, service fee of $114, deed tax of $1.77, deed fee of $25, and 
recording fee of $46; for a total of $722.14, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax 
Fund).  



BOARD CONSENT AGENDA No. 2 
 
 

Reinstatement of Contract for Repurchase of State Tax Forfeited Land - 
Schweiger 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ____________________________________________ 
 
 

WHEREAS, under the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.341, Subd. 1, a contract for 
deed to repurchase state tax forfeited land previously cancelled may be reinstated by 
the previous contract holder subject to payment of installments, taxes, assessments, 
penalties, costs, and interest; and  
 

WHEREAS, less than 50 percent of the basic sale price was paid prior to 
cancellation; therefore, County Board approval is required for reinstatement; and 

 
WHEREAS, Christine Schweiger of Duluth, MN, has requested to reinstate 

Contract C22100051, which was cancelled by County Board Resolution 11-363, dated 
July 5, 2011, under new Contract C22110090 for property described as: 
 

TOWN OF DULUTH 
NW1/4 OF SW1/4 EX 3 AC AT SE CORNER 
FOR SCHOOL AND EX N1/2                                           

                     SEC 29 TWP 52 RGE 12                     
Parcel Code: 315-0020-04830 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board 

approves the reinstatement of Contract C22110090 by Christine Schweiger of Duluth, 
MN, in the amount $3,500.00, to be deposited into Fund 240 (Forfeited Tax Fund). 



BOARD CONSENT AGENDA No. 3 
 
 

Cancellation of Contract for Purchase of State Tax Forfeited Land - McFarland 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ____________________________________________ 

 
 
WHEREAS, the contract with Mindy McFarland of Hoyt Lakes, MN, for the 

purchase of state tax forfeited land is in default for failure to provide proof of insurance; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, the purchaser was properly served with Notice of Cancellation of 
Contract by civil process and has failed to cure the default for land legally described as: 

 
TOWN OF WHITE 
WLY 300 FT OF NLY 360 FT OF LOT 2 
SEC 34 TWP 58 RGE 15 
Parcel Code: 570-0026-00282       
C22090079            

 
WHEREAS, the previous owner of the property will be notified by posting of 

property or by mail.      
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board 
approves the cancellation of contract for the purchase of state tax forfeited land 
described above, according to the provisions of Minn. Stat. § 282.01, Subd. 5, and 
Minn. Stat. § 282.40, and according to the procedures of Minn. Stat. § 559.21. 

 
RESOLVED FURTHER, that the County Auditor is authorized to dispose of 

abandoned personal property from the above described state tax forfeited property as 
authorized by Minn. Stat. § 282.04, Subd. 2(d), and 504B.271. 



BOARD CONSENT AGENDA No. 4 
 
 

Appraisal Reports for Public Oral Timber Auction 
 

 
BY COMMISSIONER ________________________________________       
 
 
 RESOLVED, that the appraisal reports for the sale of timber to be offered at PUBLIC 
ORAL TIMBER ACUTION, Tracts 1 through 20 (totaling $413,352.44), as submitted by the 
Land Commissioner, on file in the office of the County Auditor, identified as County Board 
File No. 59196, are approved and the County Auditor is authorized to carry out the 
recommendations as listed in said appraisal reports. 



BOARD CONSENT AGENDA No. 5 
 

 
Land Atlas and Plat Book Development and Printing 

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ____________________________________________ 
 
 

WHEREAS, St. Louis County has historically provided data and assisted with the 
distribution of a St. Louis County Land Atlas and Plat Book; and 

 
WHEREAS, St. Louis County is currently working with North Point Geographic 

Solutions and has significantly completed product development on the 2011 Plat Book. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the St. Louis County Board authorizes 
an increase of $35,000 in the 2011 Land Atlas and Plat Book budget ($13,000 Fund 
640, Agency 640001, Object 629900 to support professional services and $22,000 Fund 
640, Agency 640001, Object 623100 to support printing costs) to complete the project in 
2011 and that the fund be transferred from the Plat Book fund balance (Fund 640, 
Object 311500); and 

 
RESOLVED FURTHER, that the appropriate county officials are authorized to 

sign an amended contract with North Point Geographic Solutions increasing the original 
contract from $24,750 by $13,000 for a total of $37,750 for professional services. 

 



COUNTY BOARD AGENDA No. 6 
 
 

Establish Public Hearing to Consider Off-Sale Intoxicating 
Liquor License (Fredenberg Township) 

 
 

BY COMMISSIONER ____________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, Steven G. Swanstrom d/b/a Blue Max, Fredenberg Township, St. 
Louis County, Minnesota, has applied for an off-sale intoxicating liquor license; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes Section 340A.405, Subdivision 2(d), requires 
that a public hearing be held prior to the issuance of an off-sale intoxicating liquor 
license. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that a public hearing will be held at 
9:40 a.m. on October 25, 2011, in the McDavitt Town Hall, Zim, Minnesota, for the 
purpose of considering an Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License to Steven G. Swanstrom 
d/b/a Blue Max, Fredenberg Township. 
 
 RESOLVED FURTHER, that if the 2011 real estate or personal property taxes 
are not paid when due, the public hearing will be postponed to a future date. 



BOARD CONSENT AGENDA No. 7 
 
 

Application to Sell/Serve Outside the Designated Serving Area 
of the County Liquor License (Unorganized Township 68-19) 

 
 

BY COMMISSIONER _____________________________________________ 
 
 RESOLVED, that pursuant to Ordinance No. 28, Section 11, Subdivision 11.06 
authorization is hereby granted to Ash-Ka-Nam Resort & Lodge, LLC d/b/a Ash-Ka-Nam, 
Unorganized Township 68-19, to sell/serve outside the designated serving area of the 
County Liquor License for the date of October 29 and 30, 2011, as per application on file in 
the office of the County Auditor, identified as County Board File No. 59214. 



BOARD CONSENT AGENDA No. 8 
 
 

Citizen Appointment to the St. Louis County Board of Adjustment 
 
 
BY COMMISSIONER ____________________________________________ 
 
  

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board appoints citizens to serve on the St. 
Louis County Board of Adjustment; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Board of Adjustment currently has one open 
seat with a term expiration of December 31, 2012. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board 
authorizes the County Auditor to advertise and accept applications until November 30, 
2011, for the one vacant position on the St. Louis County Board of Adjustment. 



BOARD CONSENT AGENDA No. 9 
 
 

New Job Class – County Extension Administrator 
 
 

BY COMMISSIONER __________________________________________________ 
 
 

RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the creation of the County 
Extension Administrator class, and its assignment to Grade 23 of the Civil Service 
Supervisory Unit Pay Plan: $45,144 - $63,684 (annual steps and longevities through 
twenty-four years of service) as recommended by the Civil Commission on September 
26, 2011. 
 



BOARD CONSENT AGENDA No. 10 
 
 

Consolidation of Communications Center “Effects Bargaining” Agreement 
  
 
BY COMMISSIONER_____________________________________________ 
 
 

RESOLVED, that the effects bargaining agreement with the American Federation 
of State, County and Municipal Employees Council 5 representing the Jail Corrections 
Officers/Communications Unit is approved, and the appropriate county officials are 
authorized to execute the agreement, a copy of which is on file in County Board File  
No. ______.  
 
 


