
AGENDA
 

REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 
      ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

 
             Tuesday, October 11, 2011, 9:30 A.M. 
 
             County Board Room, Second Floor 
       St. Louis County Courthouse 
           100 N. 5th Avenue West 

   Duluth, Minnesota 
          

 
STEVE O’NEIL, Chair 

Second District 
  
FRANK JEWELL        CHRIS DAHLBERG MIKE FORSMAN 
   First District          Third District            Fourth District 
 
PEG SWEENEY      KEITH NELSON, Vice-Chair            STEVE RAUKAR 
    Fifth District      Sixth District    Seventh District 
 
County Auditor County Administrator  County Attorney Clerk of the Board 
  Don Dicklich   Kevin Gray  Mark Rubin  Patricia Stolee 
 
The St. Louis County Board of Commissioners welcomes you to this meeting.  This agenda contains a brief 
description of each item to be considered.  The Board encourages your participation.  If you wish to speak on an 
item contained in the agenda, you will be allowed to address the Board when a motion is on the floor.  If you wish to 
speak on a matter which does not appear on the agenda, you may do so during the public comment period at the 
beginning of the meeting.  Except as otherwise provided by the Standing Rules of the County Board, no action shall 
be taken on any item not appearing in the agenda. 
 
When addressing the Board, please sign in at the podium and state your name and address for the record.  Please 
address the Board as a whole through the Chair.  Comments to individual Commissioners or staff are not permitted.  
The St. Louis County Board promotes adherence to civility in conducting the business of the County.  Civility will 
provide increased opportunities for civil discourse in order to find positive resolutions to the issue before the Board.  
Tools of civility include: pay attention, listen, be inclusive, do not gossip, show respect, be agreeable, apologize, 
give constructive criticism and take responsibility [County Board Resolution No. 560, adopted on September 9, 
2003].  Speakers will be limited to five (5) minutes. 
 
**In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, those requiring accommodation for this meeting should 
notify Property Management 72 hours prior to the meeting at (218)725-5085.** 
 
 
 

 

All supporting documentation is available for public review in the County Auditor’s Office, 100 North 5th Avenue 
West - Room No. 214, St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN, during regular business hours 8:00 A.M. - 4:30 
P.M., Monday through Friday.  Agenda is also available on our website at 
http://www.stlouiscountymn.gov/GOVERNMENT/BoardofCommissioners.aspx
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9:30 A.M. Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call 
Recognition of Excellence in the Arts & Sciences – Commissioner Chris  

  Dahlberg, Third District 
  

AT THIS TIME CITIZENS WILL BE ALLOWED TO ADDRESS THE  
 BOARD ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA. [Speakers will be limited to 5  

  minutes each.] 
                          

FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA, CITIZENS WILL BE ALLOWED TO  
ADDRESS THE BOARD AT THE TIME A MOTION IS ON THE FLOOR. 
 

9:40 A.M. Pursuant to Resolution No. 384, adopted July 12, 2011, the St. Louis County 
Board is requested to consider bids received for the sale of surplus fee owned land 
(Fredenberg Township) and authorize the sale of the land to the party submitting 
the highest bid. {11-385} 

 
9:45 A.M. Pursuant to Resolution No. 385, adopted July 12, 2011, the St. Louis County 

Board is requested to consider bids received for the sale of surplus fee owned land 
(McDavitt Township) and authorize the sale of the land to the party submitting 
the highest bid. {11-386} 

 
  CONSENT AGENDA:  Approval of business submitted on the Consent Agenda. 
 
REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMITTEE 
 
Health and Human Services Committee – Commissioner Dahlberg, Chair 
1. Appoint nine (9) members to the Heading Home St. Louis County Leadership Team.  
 [Tabled from the October 4, 2011, meeting.] {11-370} 
 
Finance and Budget Committee – Commissioner Nelson, Chair 
2. Abatement list for Board approval.  {11-379} 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  Because there will not be a County Board meeting until October 25, 2011, the 

Board will recess after approving the above listed items and reconvene to consider 
items passed at the Committee of the Whole. 



BOARD LETTER NO. 11 – 370 
 

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE NO. 1 
 

OCTOBER 4, 2011 BOARD AGENDA NO. 1 
OCTOBER 11, 2011 BOARD AGENDA NO. 1      

 
DATE: September 27, 2011  RE: Committee Appointments to 

the Leadership Team of the 
Heading Home St. Louis 
County Project 

FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 
  County Administrator 
 
  Ann M. Busche, Director 

Public Health & Human Services 
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL(S): 
Adults will be self sufficient, providing for their own welfare and that of their children.  
Adults will live in the least restrictive living arrangement that meets their health and 
safety needs. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to appoint nine (9) members to the Leadership 
Team of the Heading Home St. Louis County Project. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
On June 14, 2011, the St. Louis County Board adopted Board Resolution No. 11-339 
changing the committee structure of the Heading Home St. Louis County Ten Year Plan 
to End Homelessness.  On June 13, 2011, a similar resolution was adopted by the 
Duluth City Council.  Nine of the fifteen members of the Leadership Team were to be 
appointed by the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners, and six members by the 
Duluth City Council. 
 
During the month of July, 2011, the Public Health and Human Services Department  
placed advertisements for membership on the Leadership Team in five county 
newspapers, on the county’s public website, and through existing homeless programs 
email lists. Applications were received by the Auditor’s Office. Three year terms for 
these initial appointments will be staggered to ensure membership continuity.  
 
In accordance with the County Board’s appointment process, Commissioners received 
Board Memo No. 11-42, dated September 12, 2011, which included copies of the 
applications for review. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board appoint the following nine (9) 
individuals to the Heading Home St. Louis County Leadership Team: 



 
 
 
NAME POSITION TERM 

STARTS 
TERM ENDS 

Karen Hill Homeless Advocate  
 

10/04/2011 12/31/13 

Ji Young Choi 
State MITCH representative 
(MN Interagency Council on 
Homelessness) 

10/04/2011 12/31/13 

Edie Carr Education Representative 
 

10/04/2011 12/31/12 

Adam Venne Rural Housing Representative (provider) 
 

10/04/2011 12/31/12 

Richard Wolff At-Large Representatives 
(foundations/private funding sources)  

10/04/2011 12/31/14 

Carrie Knuutti At-Large Representatives 
(foundations/private funding sources)  

10/04/2011 12/31/12 

Janelle Burton Tribal representative Bois Forte Band 
 

10/04/2011 12/31/13 

Joe Gregorich Corrections representative 
 

10/04/2011 12/31/14 

Al Liam Business community representation 
 

10/04/2011 12/31/14 

 
 
 
 



Committee Appointments to the Leadership Team  
of the Heading Home St. Louis County Project  

 
 
BY COMMISSIONER _________________________________________________ 
 
 

WHEREAS, on June 14, 2011, the St. Louis County Board adopted Board 
Resolution No. 11-339 changing the committee structure of the Heading Home St. Louis 
County Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness; and 
 

WHEREAS, nine of the fifteen members of the Leadership Team were to be 
appointed by the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in July, 2011, the Public Health and Human Services Department 
placed advertisements for membership on the Leadership Team in five county 
newspapers, on the county’s public website, and through existing homeless programs' 
email lists, and applications were received by the Auditor’s Office. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board 
appoints the following nine (9) individuals to the Heading Home St. Louis County 
Leadership Team:  
 
 
NAME POSITION TERM 

STARTS 
TERM ENDS 

Karen Hill Homeless Advocate  
 

10/04/2011 12/31/13 

Ji Young Choi 
State MITCH representative 
(MN Interagency Council on 
Homelessness) 

10/04/2011 12/31/13 

Edie Carr Education Representative 
 

10/04/2011 12/31/12 

Adam Venne Rural Housing Representative (provider) 
 

10/04/2011 12/31/12 

Richard Wolff At-Large Representatives 
(foundations/private funding sources)  

10/04/2011 12/31/14 

Carrie Knuutti At-Large Representatives 
(foundations/private funding sources)  

10/04/2011 12/31/12 

Janelle Burton Tribal representative Bois Forte Band 
 

10/04/2011 12/31/13 

Joe Gregorich Corrections representative 
 

10/04/2011 12/31/14 

Al Liam Business community representation 
 

10/04/2011 12/31/14 

 
 
 



































 
BOARD LETTER NO.  11 - 379  

 
 

FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE CONSENT NO.  4      
 
  

OCTOBER 11, 2011  BOARD AGENDA NO.  2   
 
 
DATE: October 11, 2011   RE: Abatement List for Board 

Approval 
 
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 

County Administrator 
 
Mark Monacelli, Director 
Public Records & Property Valuation 

 
  David L. Sipila 
  County Assessor 
 
   
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
The County Assessor will meet all state mandates for classifying and valuing taxable 
parcels for property tax purposes as outlined in Minn. Stat. § 270 through 273. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to approve the attached abatements. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The intent of abatements is to provide equitable treatment to individual taxpayers while 
at the same time exercising prudence with the tax monies due to the taxing authorities 
within St Louis County. Abatements are processed in conformance with St. Louis 
County Board Resolution No. 861, dated November 30, 1993, outlining the Board’s 
policy on abatement of ad valorem taxes. This Policy provides direction for the 
abatement of: 1) Current year taxes; 2) Current year penalty and costs; 3) Past year 
taxes; and 4) Past year penalty, interest, and costs.   
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve the attached list of 
abatements. 



 Abatement List for Board Approval 
 

 
BY COMMISSIONER ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
 RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board approves the applications for 
abatements, correction of assessed valuations and taxes plus penalty and interest, and 
any additional accrual, identified in County Board File No. 59185. 
 
 
 
 
 





 
 
 

BOARD LETTER NO.  11 - 385  
 

FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE      
  
 

   OCTOBER 11, 2011  BOARD AGENDA  9:40 A.M.   
 
 

DATE: October 11, 2011   RE: Sale of Surplus Fee Land 
Section 16, T52N, R15W 
(Fredenberg Township) 

              
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 

County Administrator 
 

  Tony Mancuso, Director 
  Property Management  
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Facilitate county fee land purchase, sale and easement activities. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board was requested to consider bid(s) received for the sale of 
surplus fee owned land and authorize the sale of said land to the party submitting the 
highest bid.  Although there was interest in the property no bids have been received. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The St. Louis County Board by Resolution No. 11-384, dated July 12, 2011, set the time 
for bid consideration to be at 9:40 A.M. on Tuesday, October 11, 2011, for a parcel of 
surplus county fee land.  The property was advertised according to the requirements of 
Minn. Stat. § 373.01, and the minimum bid was set at $26,100.  No bids for the property 
were received.   
  
RECOMMENDATION: 
No further action by the County Board is necessary at this time.  The Property 
Management Department will continue to pursue sale of this property early in 2012. 



 
 
 

BOARD LETTER NO.  11 - 386  
 

FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE      
  
 

  OCTOBER 11, 2011 BOARD AGENDA 9:45 A.M.   
 
 

DATE: October 11, 2011   RE: Sale of Surplus Fee Land 
Section 2, T56N (McDavitt 
Township) 

             
FROM: Kevin Z. Gray 

County Administrator 
 

  Tony Mancuso, Director 
  Property Management  
 
 
RELATED DEPARTMENT GOAL: 
Facilitate county fee land purchase, sale and easement activities. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
The St. Louis County Board is requested to consider bid(s) received for the sale of 
surplus fee owned land and authorize the sale of the property to the person(s) submitting 
the highest bid. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The St. Louis County Board by Resolution No. 11-385, dated July 12, 2011, set the time 
for bid consideration to be at 9:45 A.M. on Tuesday, October 11, 2011, for a parcel of 
surplus county fee land.  The property was advertised according to the requirements of 
Minn. Stat. § 373.01, the minimum bid was set at $7,650.  One bid of $7,650 was 
submitted by Michael F. Mehle of Hibbing, MN. 
  
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the St. Louis County Board approve the sale of surplus fee 
owned county land to Michael F. Mehle and authorize the appropriate county officials to 
execute and deliver a quit claim deed for the property for the bid amount of $7,650.  The 
buyer is also responsible for deed tax and recording fees.  



Sale of Surplus Fee Land – Section 2, T56N (McDavitt Township) 
 

 
BY COMMISSIONER____________________________________________________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the Property Management Team had identified the following 
described property as surplus county fee owned land and the property was advertised 
for sale and bids were received. Said property is legally described as follows: 

 
The West 440 feet of Government Lot Seven (7), Section Two (2), Township Fifty-six 
(56) North, Range Eighteen (18) West according to the U.S. Government Survey. 
 
 WHEREAS, Michael F. Mehle submitted the minimum bid of $7,650 for the 
parcel. 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to the requirements of 
and procedures of Minn. Stat. § 373.01, the appropriate county officials are authorized 
to execute a quit claim deed, conveying the above listed property to Michael F. Mehle of 
Hibbing, MN, for the bid amount of $7,650, payable to Fund 100, Agency 128014, 
Object 583100.  Buyer is also responsible for deed tax and recording fees.  
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