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SOLID WASTE SERVICE FEE 

 
The Solid Waste Service Fee has been charged in St. Louis County since 1991. Originally, the service fee paid 
all expenses for solid waste. In 1993, a tipping fee was initiated at all solid waste facilities and the service fee 
was reduced. 
 
With the rural and remote makeup of St. Louis County, illegal disposal has always been a bit of a problem. In 
keeping a portion of the solid waste budget funded by a service fee, the tipping fees have been kept lower in 
order to lessen the motivation to illegally dispose of solid waste by individuals. 
 
In general, the service fee now pays for general administration, legal fees, enforcement, auditing, household 
hazardous waste collection costs, special waste disposal, and recycling processing and hauling costs. Tipping 
fees pay for site and landfill operation including attendant salaries, maintenance, leachate management and 
haulage of waste. The fees are not kept in dedicated accounts for these purposes, but the revenues generated 
by the two fees are expected to roughly equal the expenses in the above manner. 
 
The reality of protecting the County taxpayers' assets is also a compelling argument in favor of the service fee. 
When St. Louis County implemented the tipping fees, the scenario generating all funds through the tipping fee 
was explored. However, it was determined that, if an individual chose to avoid paying tipping fees by illegally 
disposing of waste, first the County would lose those tipping fees, and second the County would expend funds 
for a cleanup program to collect and properly dispose of those wastes. Continuing with a service fee would not 
eliminate this problem, but it would lessen its financial impact on other St. Louis County taxpayers because the 
perpetrator would have contributed (through the service fee) at least some of the funds necessary for this 
cleanup.  
 
Another point raised is that individuals may rationalize, "Since I have to pay the service fee whether I use the 
system or not, I may as well get my money's worth by using the system." 
 
One final benefit for the service fee is the ability to offer "free" disposal of a number of items that have typically 
been illegally disposed of, that may be difficult for residents to dispose of, or where illegal disposal could have 
serious environmental consequences. There is no charge to dispose of the following items: 
 

Free Disposal 
major appliances (2 per visit) 
scrap metal 
antifreeze 
used motor oil 
drained oil filters (6 per visit) 
automobile tires (4 per visit) 
automotive batteries 
fluorescent light bulbs (4' residential only - 4 per visit)  
yard waste 
household hazardous waste at special collections 
recyclables (glass, tin, aluminum, plastic and many types of paper) 
brush and branches 

 
 
 
 
 


